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| PREFACE.

WaEx I commenced the compilation of the UNIVERSAL DIoTIONARY, I announced
| 8 publication based on the Dictionaries of Johnson and Walker, aad purporting to
; mhin;uchtmasdmpmgremofh’mmmreand&iencebns,sincetheir time,
' introduced into our language. It was originally proposed, in this undertaking, to
. mit the Work to about 1100 pages, being one-half the size which it has now
atained ; and, under this arrangement, the first part was produced and published.

The success which attended the publication of that portion of the Dictionary, and
. the many representations made by subscribers, recommending an extension of the
! plan, induced the Publisher to announce a Work of a more comprehensive character,
| It has thus become necessary to rewrite the first 40 pages; and it was deemed ad-
: visble to publish these simultaneously with the concluding part, in order that the
I present subscribers might have it in their power to cancel those pages, and substi-
tute the new matter. '

1 The incompleteness of all the existing Dictionaries of the English Language has
' been long acknowledged and complained of ; and they are often so much at variance
| I definition, pronunciation, and etymology, as to render the task I had undertaken
i ane of laborious research, and requiring great nicety of discrimination. I cannot,

therefore, hope that I have entirely sucoeeded in avoiding errors, or that the soundness
!l of my judgment may not be questioned, as to the propriety of the insertion or omis-
' sen of many words; for, in scrutinizing the claims of so many thousands of tech-

nical and scientific terms, multitudes had to be rejected as synonyms, or as having
 fallen into merited disuse. Many words have been forwarded to me connected with
' Art and the Sciences by subscribers and others. Some of these have been inserted,
| erreserved for an Addenda; others, for which I have been unable to find any
. sutharity, I have been compelled to reject. Technical terms are being constantly

_
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added to our scientific vocabularies, in consequence of new discoveries or improved |
systems of classification ; the work will, therefore, be carefully revised, and new
authorities consulted, and such terms, as soon a8 time will permit, be given in the
form of an Appendix.

The following passage from Dr. Johnson's Preface to his Dictionary is so descrip-
tive of what I have experienced during the progress of my labours, and so eloquent
in its diction, that I hope no courteous reader can object to its insertion in this
place :—

“ Many terms appropriated to particular occupations, though necessary and sig-
nificant, are undoubtedly omitted, and of the words most studiously considered and
exemplified, many senses have escaped observation.

“Yet these failures, however frequent, may admit of extenuation and apology.
To have attempted much is always laudable, even where the enterprise is above the
strength that undertakes it. To rest below his own aim is incident to every one
whose fancy is active, and whose views are comprehensive ; nor is any man satisfied
with himself, because he has done much, but because he conceives but little. When
first I engaged in this work, I resolved to leave neither words nor things unex-
amined, and pleased myself with a prospect of the hours which I should revel away
in feasts of literature—with the obscure recesses of northern learning which I should
enter and ransack—the treasures with which I expected every search into those
neglected mines to reward my labour—and the triumph with which I should dis-
play my acquisitions to mankind. When I had thus inquired into the origin of
words, I resolved to show, likewise, my attention to things—to pierce deep into
every science—to inquire into the nature of every substance of which I inserted the
name—to limit every idea by a definition strictly logical—and to exhibit every pro-
duction of art and nature in an accurate description—that my book might be in
place of all other dictionaries, whether appellative or technical. But these were
the dreams of a poet, doomed at last to wake a lexicographer. I soon found that
it was too late to look for instruments when the work called for execution; and
whatever abilities I had brought to the task, with these I must finally perform it.
To deliberate where I was ignorant, would have protracted the undertaking with-
out end, and, perhaps, without much improvement; for I did not find, by my first
experiment, that what I had not of my own was easily obtained. I saw that one
inquiry only gave occasion to another; that both referred to books; that to search
was not always to find, and to find was not always to be informed ; and that to pur-
sue perfection was, like the first inhabitants of Arcadia, to chase the sun, which,
when they had reached the hill where he seemed to rest, was still at the same dis-
tance from them.”

Dr. Jobnson’s work must ever be regarded as an astonishing effort of learning,
industry, and talent; but from the great accession of words to our language during
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the present century, a Dictionary, giving the pronunciation and etymology of words,
with concise definitions, was imperatively required. In the attempt to supply this
| long acknowledged desideratum in our lexicographical literature, it is to me a
li source of no small gratification that my labours have received the high commenda-
! tions of a most respectable portion of the British press, the patronage of her Ma-
. jesty, and that of a most extensive and respectable circle of subscribers.

| It appears not a little surprising, that no Dictionary of the English Language, at

once etymological, technical, and pronouncing, had appeared previous to the pub-

lication of this work, with the exception of that of Dr. Webster; and much though
| that distingnished lexicographer has achieved in respect to the terms connected
" with the natural sciences, he has left much undone, and what he has performed is
| often far from being satisfactory; besides, his mode of indicating the pronunciation
'; of words wants that simplicity which is essential to usefulness, and the pronuncia-
| tion itself is frequently at variance with that current in the politer circles of British
| wdety. As a slight specimen of the want of simplicity in his method, the follow-
i g words may suffice :—Salaried, precocious, propitiatory; pronounced thus—

als-ri-ed, pre-co'cious, pro-pi'tia-to-re ;—words which, according to the plan I

bave adopted, are thus expressed—sal’a-rid, pre-ko'shus, pro-pish’a-tur-e. Nor are
4 the fanlts of the American Dictionary limited to the mode of noting the pronuncia-
* tion of words, or to its many innovations in spelling them. The Author contends,
I for instance, that the long sound of u, as heard in duke, muse, union, is not different
" from that of u in rule, brute, truth; in which case, we must either pronounce the
| former dook, mooze, oonyun, or the latter, ryool, bryoot, tryooth. But, faulty though
. Dr. Webster’s Dictionary in this respect may be, that work is much superior to any

of the kind in point of etymology; and if, in as far as the derivation of ordinary

terms is concerned, my Dictionary is considered as worthy of approbation, much of
| the merit is due to the elaborate researches of that distinguished philologist.

|
|
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© ESSAY ON LANGUAGE

Few who have not considered the philosophical construction of language are
aware of the various and complex nature of the machinery necessary to elucidate our
thoughts and convey our ideas to each other. By the educated, the constitution
o words and sentences is considered as a preliminary matter, requisite only for the
mining of the ignorant, and almost altogether unworthy of the far-searching and
audite scholar. By the uneducated, the study of words is also looked upon simply
® the earthwork on which a line is to be laid for the transmission of intelligence,
smetimes perhaps with lightning luminence it is true, but generally in the slow
ednary mode of colloquial intercourse, or of scholastic or academic instruction.
If a thought pass across the mind, on the convenience or indispensability of
; ks earthwork, it is too often obliterated by the pushing onslaught of the next

weeeeding set of impressions, and the mean position of words as the base of know-
. #ize supplies a ready reason for omitting the consideration of them altogether. And
®, in their isolated and unconnected position, what a host of thoughts will not
wwds conjure up—what boundless pictures of nature—what unlimited fields of
meeption—what vast imaginings of the past, the present, and the future, in all the
%ty imagery of their experience and consequences, will not words force upon the
®d; and then, when once connected, what endless trains of thought and argu-
do they not carry on—what principles will they not elucidate—what pruden-
M eonsiderations will they not evolve—what energy will they not express and
ke ; and, finally, what results will they not achieve in the great world of mental
fziration, and in that of practical exertion, for the benefit of mankind! Who
k= not feel that by the felicitous selection of words a master-mind is exhibited ?
ns does not know that, by this forcible application of his ideas to the hearts of an
Wence, the efforts of an orator become powerful to enlighten the understandings

o constrain the wills of his fellow-men ?
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Words, therefore, as the foundation of language, are the instruments of all
mental and moral power, and, apart from their position in an organized treatise,
are fraught both with interest and instruction of the highest order, possess a power,
eminent as it is peculiar and important; in the operations of the world ; and the dry
details, as they were deemed by many, of such men as Porson, South, Ganganelli,
Rambouillet, Hook, Johnson, Webster, Heyne, and a host of others, have been
powerful beyond expression in settling the notions of mankind, and facilitating that
communication of ileas which, in this day of earnest pressure and railroad speed,
is necessary to enable any man engaged in u high position, and in the discharge of
great duties—be they literary, political, commercial, or social—to obtain the
intelligent assistance and co-operation through which alone weighty and lofty
responsibilities cun be discharged. He is always considered the best man of busi-
ness who can elearly convey the most meaning in the fewest words. Words dis-
joined, then, have their power, and happily our own language affords one of the
most evident instances that could be adduced of it; for no one ean turn over the
pages of our most classical works without being struck with the power of their words,
without any reference to the arguments or propositions in which they are con-
tained, and which they are used to enforce. Were it further necessary to show
this property, we need only put forward the words impressed on any well-exeeuted
map, or, perhaps more significantly, the list of terms contained in the subsequent
pages of this Dictionary, to establish the principle here propounded.

Yet, whilst thus fully asserting that each word has its particular power, and that
no word, except the particles, can be heard or seen without conjuring up the thing
or the idea which it represents, we do not forget that it is only by the relation in
which we find them placed—it is only by the intexmixture of the particles among
words which represent ideas or things, o as to show the action or influence of one
of them upon the other—that we can get the representation of any course of mental
operation, however brief: that representation, whether accomplished by written
or spoken words, constitutes what we call language. Words, separately, do bring
up ideas and things for the observation of the mental faculty—and sweet, and

powerful, and terrible, and wonderful, are the assuciations which ofttimes a single

word will raise—but still that word is not what we term language, until it shall have
been put in juxtaposition with others; and it is according to the power or the

elegance of the principal words selected to express the things spoken of, and the

perspicuity with which the particles are arranged, to show the connection in which
they stand towards each other, that we estimate the beauty, the power, and the

value of the language used by any writer to develop his reasonings, exhibit his
demonstrations, or depict his facts. If we examine those compositions which the
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world has agreed to value as above all price, and which seem likely to last as long
as the language in which they are written may be known, we shall find that they
are not less distinguished for the rigid severity of application through which the
terms employed have been chosen, and for the consummate skill with which the
particles have been arranged to effect a full and powerful impression on the reader,
than for the nobility, the loftiness, the vigour or beauty of the ideas—property
solely of the genius that conceived them—which the language read was intended

. to convey.

To conceive clearly, is undoubtedly the first thing necessary to the proper use of .

words, and therefore to the proper construction of language, for without clearness
of conception, there can be no perspicuity or force of expression. But even with
this faculty in strong and healthy exercise, every one largely engaged in the busi-

. vess of the world, or frequently occupied in literary pursuits, and especially those

intimate with several languages, will constantly entertain ideas which he will find
it difficult if not impossible to express in his own particular dialect, and he will
have to apply to some other tongue to get the precise word necessary to express
that meaning perfectly which he wishes to convey. Such a word becomes em-
bodied in his sentence. His plan is followed by one, by a hundred, by a thousand
others. These words are diffused through the length and breadth of the land.
The applicability of the term is admitted and appreciated by the learned, the well-

 informed, and lastly, by the great body of the peuple ; it is slightly assimilated to the

etymology of the language into which it is adopted, and, in the course of a genera-
tion or 80, becomes as completely nationalized as any other term which that lan-
guage ever contained. The process is repeated with a rapidity in proportion to the
intellectual activity of the people by whom it is used, and it is remarkable how
greatly the eonstitution of national inind often affects the mode in which the
principle is evolved. In some languages you may observe the influence of com-
bined national and political prejudice; in others, the influence of a combined
national and intellectual prejudice; and in others, again, only the restriction of
national prejudice alone, and the hinderance of an inartificial mode of adapting the
terms of other countries to the characteristics of the language im which, and the
genius of the people by whom, they are to be employed.

As an example of the effect of the first of these positions it may be cited, that
the French language, though during the last century it has received many additions,

. has been modified less in its peculiar characteristic than has the tongue of any neigh-
' bouring pation. During nearly the whole of that period, France has been placed in
' an antagonistie position to the rest of Europe, and her institutions have perhaps been
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less modified, with reference to their intrinsic peculiarities, than those of any other
country. Republican, imperial, monarchical, or republican again, her men and
her institutions have been intrinsically the same. There is nothing so abhorrent to
the pride or the vanity of Frenchmen as the interference of neighbouring countries
with their political or muniéipal establishments; and they have consequently
adopted no systems of social usage which have not been forced upon them, and
have incorporated few, if any, words in their language which are not traceable to
the classical model of elegance which they have set up for ‘themselves. Even the
.very terms which have been employed to designate the most modern inventions
are founded upon this base. The number of German travellers in France is
comparatively great, but an idiom on a German derivation of late acquirement
is rare even in the provinces which border on the Rhine; and such as have beep
adopted have been so mystified as to render a discovery of their origin, a few years
hence, a matter of extreme difficulty. The travellers from England there during
the last thirty years have been numerous in the extreme, while the Anglican
dwellers in the country have been numbered by hundreds of thousands, so that
the whole land has been permeated by individuals of position, and occupying sta-
tions which were calculated to diffuse the appropriate epithets of the Anglo-Saxon
language; and yet few traces, if any whatever, of the residence and occupancy of
these parties can be discovered in the social usage or the vernacular or literary
expressions of the people. The increase, in what are termed the polite circles, has
been all from the classical type.

The vast body of the German people occupy so extensive an area, and are bound

together by such a community of custom, and have inherited traditions unbroken |
through such a series of ages, that we might well expect such a consolidation of ’
national character as would render it impervious, to any very great extent, to the
irruption either of manner or expression from outward sources. Debarred, so
materially by their inland position, from an intercourse with the other parts of ,
the world, the inhabitants of Central Europe have exhibited for centuries a phase f
of manner so unchangeable, as to render them almost worthy of the praise ascribed ;
to the wandering denizen of the desert, who witnesses in his tent and the encamp- |
ment around him almost the same customs, and the same appearances, as those |
which were evident among the followers of Ishmael and Esau. But if) since the emer-
gence of the Free Cities from their state of feudal dependence on the half-barbarous
barons who ruled with a rod of iron the vast districts which stretch from the
Dneiper to the Rhine, and from the Baltic to the Alps, the inhabitants of Germany
have retained the picturesque externals which mark their dwellings, their cathe-
drals, and their castles, as well as their idiom and their habits, they have made a

|
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wonderful advance in their intellectual status; and, during the last half century at
least, there has been no language in the world except our own which has received
so rich an addition to its nomenclature. But the additions have been almost
singularly characteristic; and in the extension of their expressions might be read so
purely a German operation as to give the means, without reference to any other

~ source whatever, of writing the social as well as the intellectual history of Father-

land throughout its numerous tribes. The peculiar predilection for abstract specu-
lation which was nurtured, as in the case of ancient Greece, by the wild mountain
scenery and the extensive tracts of waste forest land, led naturally, as it always

" will do where the perceptive faculties are active, to the peopling of all the shades,

the dells, and far secluded retreats, with beings of an imaginary order: and thence,
by a nataral transition, soon as the mind becomes disabused of its ignorance, to a

 right disbelief of the existence of such beings; yet, at the same time, also, to an

active exercise of those portions of the mental organization by which they had
been engendered. Thence the taste for metaphysical speculation which has filled
Germany with abstractions, and almost doubled her language through the addition
of compounded words and the invention of terms, the business of which is to express
the twofold nature of those ideas which have reference both to body and mind, but
chiefly to the latter. Yet, in all these additions, and in all the modifications of the
original terms upon which these changes have been effected, there has almost in-

" variably beem a recognition of the original root, a constant adoption of the Teutonic

& r—

dialect ; or if there has been any deviation at all, it has only been by the infusion of
Sclavonic accent or verbal transformation, with a view to give greater force to the
expression, and greater simplicity to the meaning of a word. Otherwise, the new

- German word is as German as the old one which it duplicates, and the additions to

the national language, with a few insignificant exceptions, are derived from the
national resources. .

Of the additions which have been incorporated into the English language it may
bere be unnecessary to speak, as in the latter part of this introduction it will be
requisite to investigate fully the necessity by which they were prompted, and the
principle which has been employed in adapting them to our general usage. It may
only suffice here to observe, that, from the possession of freer political institutions,
and a more frequent intercourse with other parts of the world, as the national preju-
dice has been less and the opportunities greater, so the language has been enriched
from a greater variety of sources; but still a similar radical basis has been observed
in the adoption of the terms, and the distinctive features of the language preserved,
showing that there is some peculiar principle involved in every language, which it
may be well worth while to trace, in order to render the pages of this Dictionary
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more interesting, if not more useful, for it wilt give the key to very much that will
be found in their contents.

‘Whatever may have been the original language of mankind, it is but reasonable
to suppose that it was based on something generally analogous and adapted to the
constitution of human nature. Now the only supposition that squares with such
analogy is, that the names of all the several substances in the world should be
formed upon the way in which they-strike or affect the bodily senses. Helvetius,
the assumed name of one of those acute writers, who combined, before what we are
now accustomed to term the first French Revolution, to direct the minds of a large
portion of the best informed and most refined people among the several nations of
Europe, assumed the theory that all men are born with an equal share of intellectual
endowments, and that their difference of development is owing entirely to the variety
of positions in which they are providentially placed, and to the course of education
which they consequently undergo. In this he certainly laid open a great principle,
although he failed in establishing that for which he contended, for he committed
the oversight of taking into account the various corporeal energies with which
human beings come into the world; and as the mind as well as the body is a con-
stituted portion of human nature, it is natural to believe that the innate strength to
appreciate, to reason, and to judge, must also be various in different individuals.

Locke, by a course of argument which has been rarely assailed, and which has
never been overturned, has proved that there can be nothing like innate ideas; for
though he allows that the somnolent infunt may possess the instincts neces-
sary for it to act in accordance with its natural protectors for the preservation og
life, it displays no knowledge which is not derived from the impression made upon
the mind through the inlet of the outward senses. If man, therefore, in the infan-
tile state of the world, possessed any acqui'rement, it must, unless divinely bestowed,
have been attained from his observation of the objects around him. That which
was dazzling to the eyes he would naturally term bright: that which was dark,
obscure, and difficult to perceive, he would find slow in its effect upon the optic
nerves, and he would term it dismal or dull: that which was impenetrable and
resisted the touch, he would find difficult to penctrate, and he would therefore
term it hard: that which was on the contrary yiclding to his touch, he would term
soft. The blue sky above his head, and the green clothing of the earth beneath his
feet, would give the nucleus of all the colourings of the objects of nature: the har-

monious warblings of the birds, as they sung their matin songs of praise to the

Great Creator of all things who brought them into existence, would awaken his
gense of melody, and lay that foundation for the knowledge of sweet sounds, which




=

ESSAY ON LANGUAGE. xi

frequent observation would ripen into a recognition and establishment of the laws
of musical concord: the rustling of the leaves as they whispered responses to the
breeze, or the straining of the large armed branches of the lofty forest trees as they
groaned beneath the pressure of the storm, the roaring of the winds, the rippling
of the brooks, or the dashing of the waves, would all strike upon some answering
principle in the human mind, ready to designate, by some corresponding term, the
new sensation by which it was affected through its bodily organs.

From natural to mental operations the transition would be easy and rapid. The
simplest people are rich in their treasures of figurative expressions. There is a
natural correspondence between the objects of outward nature and the inner cogni-
znce of the human perceptions, for the world was made for man to inhabit; and,

| therefore, all that it contains was adapted to his nature, mental as well as physical.

~ Fresh from his Maker’s hand, and unpolluted by sin, and therefore free from

defect and untainted by corruption, man, in all his primal perfection, would be in
the highest state of adaptation to observe the objects submitted to his perception,
and to classify them by terms best fitted to convey to another intelligent being of
his own kind, by names which would best express their nature, their appearance,
and their characters. This would be the language of sensation. Their positions
with regard to each other, their motions to and fro, their states of action or of rest,
would of mecessity occasion sounds or signs for the particles. Apprehension, feel-
ing, passion, would supply the rest; and thus a perfect manner of speech would ‘be
formed, and nothing but the daily experience of life would be needed to render
perfect all the modifications which human expression would require.

Such is the theory of the natural construction of a language: but we know that,
on his creation, man came into existence fully endowed with all the faculties
which represented God's own image ; and that, on the completion of creation, he was *
ready at once to give a name to all the creatures which the Almighty had called
into life, so that not a doubt can be entertained of the divine origin of those
means by which human beings should communicate with each other. The disqui-
sition is, however, in the extreme useful, as showing the steps by which language

; bas, in all the simpler states first, and in the more advanced condition of society

afterwards, gradually progressed towards its present condition, in all those communi-

. ties where a refined and complex society exists, and where the human mind, and

its connected necessities, are in a constant state of advancement.

That the first language contained all the roots or germs of an intricate, abundant,
and various means of conveying the ideas of an artificial state of existence seems
to be almost self-evident. The first language was the basis of all others. What
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 this first language was has long been matter of dispute, and many a laboured work ,

of the philologists has been written to show the claims of the several tribes of the
earth to the possession of this treasure. Of one thing, however, there can be no

east mankind were first planted ; from the east they wandered to people the earth;
in the east mankind first attained to all the relations of social life; and from the
east the arts and sciences have all unquestionably emanated. If we refer to that
best of all authenticated documents, the Sacred Records, we find that previous to
the Flood there was but one language on the face of the whole earth. Clustered

about the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Jordan, and the Red Sea, the family of man

| grew and prospered. The life there was no simple state of patriarchal existence, in
" which' pastoral pursuits were alone followed. There the arts were cultivated be-

yond general supposition, and the basis of all those which now minister o the com-

fort of mankind was so fully carried out, that none necessary to the well-being of

our state were, in their primary condition at least, wanting. To the east, therefore,
we must look for the first development of language.

After the Flood, we read that * the whole earth was of one language and of one
speech,” and that, as the family and dependents of Noah began to multiply, they gra-
dually spread from the acclivities of Ararat until they covered the plains of Shinar;
and at length, holden with pride, through the plenty which for a series of years
they had enjoyed, they consummated their presumption by attempting to scale
heaven itself. Then came the signal judgment of the Great Being, whose power
they had contemned and whose munificence they had insolently disregarded; and
the miracle was wrought which, as long as the world shall last, will stand as a con-

_tinual evidence of the power and the presence of the Almighty. Their language

was confounded so that they could not understand one another. They all spake
with diverse tongues. They were mingled in one great throng, amazed and con-
founded ; but as the mighty confusion began to subside—as, after much searching,
harass, and perplexity, those drew towards each other, who found that they could
apprehend each other’s meaning—tribes and communities would collect, until all
those who used the same terms for the same things were assembled together, and
departed to some place,where they might live together, without the interruption
of those who spoke a language different from their own.

The immediate descendants of Shem continued to dwell in the land of Shinar,
and therefore it is reasonable to conclude that they retained the language which
was originally spoken in that district; and the more so, as Abraham, the founder of
the Jewish nation, was the direct descendant from Adam—Abraham, like Adam,
conversed with Divinity—the words of inspiration were written in the language of the

doubt, that to the east we must look for & true solution of the difficulty. In.the |
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, lsraelites—and Hebrew, moreover, possesses'all the qualifications necessary to con-
stitute it in an eminent degree as the primal language. It is full, forcible, and com-
prebensive, yet simple in its structure—contains all the words especially necessary

to convey spiritual and immaterial ideas—while ‘every object of the visible creation
has a term to express it, peculiarly significant of the object to which it is applied ;
and it may safely be said that, even at the present day, with all the artificial appli-
ances of elaborate construction, there is no language on the face of the earth supe-
rior to it, if there be any equh.l in the nicety, delicacy, yet force and fervour, with
which Hebrew words can express those ideas which, from their tenuous nature, it
is most difficult to impart with clearness and effect to the conception of a hearer.
To adduce no other example, we may cite the word which has been so admirably
translated in our authorized version of the Scriptures, in the interview with which
Elijah was honoured by Jehovah, as the “ still small voice” in which the Deity made
himself evident to the senses of the Prophet.

Further, it would be natural to expect that, although the language of the vast
community, engaged in the building of thg great tower which was to reach unto
beaven, was confounded, so that theré’ could be no readiness of communication
among them, yet, in accordance with those behests by which mercy has been im-
pressed on all the judgments of Providence, there was some basis on which the
several dialects would be grounded ; and so we may perceive how the roots which
form the substructure of the Hebrew language are perceptible throughout all the
Oriental tongues. The rules of natural analogy would continue to be held in all :
~ the art of man, so far as it could compass, would still make the sounds which were
intended to express the several objects of observation or feeling as they affect the
senses, as far as they could be still used. Though imperfect in therselves, in pro-
portion to the intellectual acuteness of the several tribes by whom they were em-
ployed, those sounds would still bear a strong resemblance to the examplar set in the
prototype from which they were formed ; and hence we see a reason for that stamp
of organization which is discovered in all the Asiatic and Arabian langnages.

By the southern shores of the Mediterranean, on its western boundary, even at
the present day—on the districts which stretch up to the Caspian Sea—and in the
people which have overflowed and spread over from the north-eastern boundary of
the Lebanon range of mountains—the same features are plainly discernible; and it
is not until the iliqnirer extends his investigations into the remoter districts of
Central Asia, that he finds anything like a new principle to pervade the language of

. the people. Throughout Greece, Thrace, Illyria, and Dacia, the evidences of a com-

. mon origin of the words of the people become more and more strong as the ver-
! nacular is approached. There, as in our own country, the common people are, as

1
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they always will be, the grand depositary of olden superstition and of olden thought.
If a student were seriously to set himself to work to look into the idioms and the
eonstruction of the simple terms used by the uneducated peasantry of the secluded
districts of his native land, he would find that he both comprehended and was com-
prehended just in accordance with the rule that he observed, of only using the terms
which he found most frequent in his Anglo-Saxon dictionary. To the polite ears
of a metropolitan resident, or to the apprechension of the denizen of the two great
con:rvatories of English learning, the rude, and too often uncouth, expressions of
the unlettered peasant of Somersetshire, Cumberland, Yorkshire, or Devonshire,‘
would, without this key, be perfectly unintelligible; with it, there is discovered a
singular aptitude in the phraseology to the necessities and circumstances of rural
life : and nowhere will there be found a more forcible delineation of the feelings
which they have to exhibit, or the objects with which they have to deal, than that
which we find coni;nonly current in the language of the almost barbarous inbabi-
tants of the isolated districts of Britain. Their dialects nevertheless are all various.

Just so was it among the dispersed arfl wandering people of Asia Minor. They
retained the same force of expression, the same conformation of the terms which
they used ; but still they were separated, broken up into masses, each retaining the
particular mode in which they suited their sounds to the peculiar positions in which
they were placed; and each, as time advanced, becoming more and more adapted
to those positions, and disagreeing more and more from each other, until at last they
severally became settled in their peculiar languages—all, however, still retaining the
ongmn.l groundwork on which their utterance was based.

There was, it is true, an alteration, a change wrought in the dialects of those tribes
which made their progress, and ultimately obtained their settlements, both in the
extreme north and south of the early bounds of habitancy and civilization. In the
former, the tinge of the scenery by which they were surrounded communicated its
inflections to the words which they pronounced. So with the latter, though in a
milder form, the same cause prevailed. In the former, the rigour of the seasons,
the presence of snow, the impetuosity of the torrents, the ruggedness of the rocks,
the violence of the storms, would infuse a hardness and roughness into the words
which were necessary to describe their several positions, circumstances, sufferings,
and the in-door enjoyments which solaced them for their fatigue, and rendered them
fit to encounter new dangers and hardships on the morrow. Among the latter, the
sunny skies, the deep blue of the ethereal azure, the wide outspread of the illimit-
able sands, the occasional rocks which threw the refreshing.shade under which they
rested, the heat of the climate, the oases now and then met with, the quietude of their
rests, would communicate that softened inflection by which all southern tongues
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are distinguished.  But it would require the existence of written records to render
these always permanent, and to prevent that lapsing into a common mode of ex-

}’ pression, which, from a community of intercourse, would otherwise ensue. These

|
1
t
5

written records have, however, consolidated the change which a providential dis-
pensation had so remarkably begun,

Asin the case of uttered language, so with respect to that which was written,
much diversity of opinion has existed respecting its origin. The general impression

is, that this kind of communication arose out of the expression of things by symbols .

or tokens which most represented the objects for which they were intended to
stand ; and many very plausible reasons have been alleged for. the correctness of

their hypothesis by the advocates of this theory. It was a natural mode of begin- .

ning. It was calculated most readily to strike the imaginations and recollections
of those for whose instruction or information it was intended. It was most easy for
the uninitiated. There wasa comparative plainness and intelligibility about it. The

symbols through which it acted were patent to the senses of all. But there was one

grand difficulty about it; for, though it might represent natural objects, it could
not convey anything of intellectual ideas. Concerning the former there could be

"o doubt, for all would understand that the figure of a bird was intended to repre-
sent a bird ; but very few, even if any two, would agree what the intellectual idea .

was which a bird was intended to denote. The written language of symbols, there-

. fore, although plain enough to those who understood it, would, in each individua

case, require an interpreter to those who were unacquainted with the mental or
metaphysical qualities of objects drawn upori. the tablets; and the conclusion at
which we are therefore compelled to arrive is, that this syhboliwl language was a
mystery concocted for the benefit of & privileged class, in which none could partici-
pate without in some way belonging to the order from which it emanated; especially
as the plan is not at all in accordance with the principle which we find to hold
uniformly in the natural world. The behests of Providence here have always been
made for the advantage of 8 common community. The light springs and the sun
shines daily for the benefit of all mankind. *The rain fulls alike on the just and

- on the unjust;” and it is not therefore to be supposed, that the great means of minis-

tering to the knowledge and the happiness of the world at large, was to be confined

~ merely to a small class of the great human family. Some means must, therefore,

bave been devised for communicating their ideas from one to another, other than
that which would conduce to the welfure or superiority of only a small portion of the

' inhabitants of the world. We are therefore constrained to come to the assumption,

that there was a means which, while it was simple in itself, would be easily gvail-

|
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able by all mankind. Such a means was evidently presented in the system of alpha-
betic writing, which, though in appearance not immediately adapted to further
directly the object for which it was designed, possesses a comprehensiveness of
nature which rendered it fitted for all occasions, circumstances, and languages. - If
properly considered, it does in truth appear perhaps more difficult of apprehension
at first, but more easy to understand at last—more difficult for the first learners,
but more fresh to the larger class which was to follow them. The art of symbolical
writing showed at once to those who understood it what was intended, but its mean-
ing remained a secret to those who were unacquainted with the intentions of the
original writers; while, on the contrary, alphabetic characters having been onoe
settled on a decided basis, their value and import could easily be conveyed to a district
oranation. The matter written would then be easy of interpretation by all, and the
difficulty would not rest in the apprehension of the simple ideas imparted by the
symbols, which might mean a plain intimation of a fact, or impart a figurative mean-
ing quite unattainable by those who were ignorant of the facts and circumstances \
out of which the figurative meaning arose, but would depend merely upon the ||
abstruseness of the ideas which the written words were intended to convey. :'
Such a plan 5 in perfect accordance with the general course of Providence ; and =I
the presumption that it was the one adopted, is justified by the few but manifest l
declarations of Holy Writ. It might well be supposed that from the long lives of ]
the heads of the first families of mankind, and from the traditions that would, by |
their agency, be easily handed down through the successive generations, that anything '
like a written language was unnecessary ; but to that it may easily be answered, that,
however much such traditions might be carried forward in the immediate house-
holds of the patriarchs, the necessity would still exist for communicating informa-
tion to those collateral connections who branched off to original settlements, and
who themselves became the founders of new families, from whom and to whom com-
munications would have to be continually sent ; and to support such a supposition,
we find, in the earlier chapters of Genesis, that the antediluvians were acquainted .
with music, and with several other of the arts and sciences. Now, though music ‘
may be conveyed to a very great extent by tradition, as it has been through the
scalds in Germany and the minstrels of ancient Britain, and afterwards by the pro-
fessed troubadours. and other wandering songsters of the middle ages, yet it could
never be so well done as by the words which most resembled the sounds of the notes,
and by the signs or notes which afterwards became the symbols of those words.
Nor is it irrational to suppose that the arts of life had attained to considerable pex-
fection before the Flood, for the world at the time of its occurrence had existed for
upwards of 1500 years; and it should be recollected that the descendants of Adam
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sprung from one who came into existence, not with the weight of the curse which

. has been entailed upon all that followed him, but from one who, if he lost his origi-

nal faculties in any degree, would at least retain the recollection of the glorious
attributes with which he was once endowed. Neither is there any reason to be-
lieve that the inhabitants of the ancient world were deficient in any of the qualities
which distinguish and are calculated to elevate the position of human nature; and
it is hardly to be supposed that the wickedness which brought upon them so signal
a destruction, was altogether of so debased and sensual a character as would be
induced solely by an unlimited gratification of the animal appetites. 1If it were not

. then, may we rightly conceive that all the vices of luxury were included in the

catalogue of their offences, and combined to insure their punishment. If so, then
shall we be at no loss to believe that, among the mischiefs, some of the benefits, and
those the first and chief—the written communication of ideas—was included in a
highly advanced and artificial state of existence. Of one thing there is no doubt,
that Noah stood in a very eminent position among his fellow-creatures at the time
God sent his great judgment upon the earth; and though he, from all that we can
ascertain, and from all that we can reasonably surmise, possessed no means of retain-
ing the power of practising the arts of those who were overwhelmed, he yet would

' retain his own accomplishments, and among them, in all probability, the art of

writing. That it was no new art in aftertimes, when from the progress of mankind
the world again became peopled, is evident from what we read in the book of Exo-
dus, where the Almighty commanded Moses to write the contents of the divinely
given commandments on the two tables of stone. From the engagements of Abra-
bam, too, and others, even before that period, we know that, during the whole of
the centuries up to the time of Abraham's death, society existed as much in a pas-
toral state as it possibly could have done previous to the Flood. There is little
doubt but that it was much more so, and yet the sciences had vastly progressed ;
for we cannot but conclude, from what we read of Joseph's position at the court of
Pharoah, that a refined organization of the kingdom of Egypt existed during his
ministry, and that the rescripts of the governor of the land were transmitted not
by symbolical but by written letters; for, though the former was exceedingly use-
ful for formal inscriptions on public monuments, they would be a very ﬁnwieldy
means of personal converse and official communication, though they might perhaps

\l in some cases be adopted for that purpose.

. The first positive intimation we find of writing in the Bible, is in the 17th chapter
1 of Exédus, where God commanded Moses to write in a book an account of the

. defeat of Amalek, and said that he would utterly put out the remembrance of
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Amalek from the face of the earth. This direction is not mentioned in\an)‘r way as
a new thing, and it may therefore be supposed that, as we have just supposed, the
art of writing was no novelty at the time. 'We next read, in the 24th chapter, that
“Moses wrote all the words of the Lord;” and further, in the 31st chapter, that
when the Lord had made an end of communing with Moses on Mount Sinai, he
gave unto him “two tables of testimony, written with the finger of God,” of which
a transcript was subsequently made. These last two tables,remained in existence
until Jerusalem was taken by the Babylonians, nearly a thousand years, so that
there was a constant testimony of the fact during that period. The production of
these two tables was nearly coeval with the isoteric and esoteric inscriptions upon
the Egyptian monuments; so that, if the claim of antiquity be put in for the priority
of symbolical writing, it is equally pertinent for that which was alphabetic.

Perhaps the most ancient specimens of alphabetic writing are to be found on
certain relics of the first city of Babylon, which, according to the chronology of Arch-
bishop Usher, whose calculations are generally taken as the standard of the Bible, was
founded, about the year 2333 before our Saviour's first advent, by Belus, whom the
best accredited authorities have identified with the Nimrod, the mighty hunter, of
Moses; and the great tower which led to the dispersion of his subjects, and the con-
fusion of their tongues, was begun, it is believed, about sixteen years after he attained
to anything like the consolidation of a kingdom. Authors, in various ages, have
ascribed the origin of letters to the Pheenicians; and if we may trust, as there
seems to be no reason why we should not, the authority of Herodotus, Pliny,
Plutarch, and others, Cadmus was a member of that nation who settled in Beeotia,
where he built the city of Thebes, about fifteen hundred years before the Christian
era. From the plains of Shinar, the transit to the sea-coast of the Mediterranean
was a natural and easy progress. Aroun the spot of the capital of their district,
the people clustered; and, as in all congregated communities the arts most flourish,
and enterprise is most encouraged, the i:habitants soon became distinguished
throughout the world for their diffusion of the arts which they themselves possessed,
and for the carrying on of which they subsequently visited even so remote a spot
as the ultima thule of the ancient world, the British Isles. The time ascribed
to the existence of Cadmus is about contemparary with that of Moses, so that we
have here a certain datum from which to tra‘e the diffusion of written language
throughout the world. v

The memorialsof the time when written records » cre first formed are comparatively
few, and confined only to what chronologers have ‘ermed the *second age of the
world,” that which immediately followed the occurrence of the Deluge; but of this
period the remains are sufficiently numerous tn Jauve us in no doubt respecting the
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' object for which they were made. There appears to have been some instinctive
design implanted by Providence for the perpetuating the acts and the discoveries of
 the class and race by whom they were left; nor is it difficult to ascertain the
+ purpose for which this instinct was created. The benefit of posterity could produce
! no advantage for an existing race} but just as the records of the Jews were preserved
" by supernatural care, so were the annals of the nations of the people not included
" in the peculiar privilege of the Israelitish race, chronicled for the future benefit of
' mankind. The mode which was then taken was just the one which we now
} observe on all our public monuments—the impression of certain letters or signs on

 the permanent erections of the people, for the information of future ages. Brick-
 making and building were arts which secem soon to have been understood, and it is
' diffcult to appreciate the art of writing or printing on the most ancient structures
. of the world, without believing that those arts were, if not divinely inspired, at least
* derived from those who-existed previous to the grand manifestation of the Godhead
! by which the world was drowned. The earliest of these records are found on the
bricks used for the erection of the ancient city of Babylon. On several of them we
find & series of sentences which, when interpreted, denote an evident desire of
benefiting the rising classes, and the accumulation of inscriptions has ever been a
_favourite object of mankind. The Great City, whose temples and whose towers
' were destined to become the great repositories of knowledge, was erected of clay
bricks, on a vast number of which impressions were made by blocks precisely similar
" to those which were first used in the early progress of European printing; and the
sabstance of which they were formed, was a composition of clay held together by a
mixture of straw or reeds, which, after having been well manipulated, was fitted to
receive the impressions of the blocks, which, according to * Maurice on the Ruins
of Babylon,” were pieces of wood with characters on the surface left in high relief,
the intervening substance béing cut away. The clay having been formed into the
shape of bricks, much larger however than our own, and more resembling in form
and sppearance the fire-stones so well known among our modern builders, the stamp
from these blocks was communicated to each, and the bricks were then thoroughly
indurated by exposure to the sun or fire—commonly the former, but sometimes
the latter ; and in cases where the inscriptions, and the bricks on which they were
made, were intended for important erections, no doubt to both: and to such an
extent was this process carried, that the substance remaining to the present day will,
upon being struck, ring like a piece of metal, and has all the appearance of vitrified
fint,
Of this substance, termed by the Greeks s£ omrng #Aiviw, the walls of Babylon
the Great were chiefly formed. Travellers who have visited their ruins have given




XX ESSAY ON LANGUAGE.

us representations of several of these impressions, and so many are extant that not

; only canno doubt be entertained of their genuineness, but undeniable proof has been
afforded that they were the production of the races of mankind who existed almost

. immediately posterior to the Flood. No relics of times antcrior to their date have

" remained to us, for so completely in truth do the fountains of the great deep appear
to have been broken up, that not a vestige of the dwellings or the arts of the ante-
diluvian world has ever yet been discovered ; and as there is no question as to the
antiquity of these interesting monuments, it seems unreasonable to suppose that a |
generation new in the arts of life could ever have attained to so complete a system |
of writing as would enable them to convey, with a perfect intelligibility, the records
of their own day to the future inhabitants of the earth, unless they had some tradi-
tional instruction in the art derived from their predecessors, before they were swept
into eternity by the omnipotent fiat of the Almighty. That a system prevailed,
indeed, is evident, for the characters are so numerous, that without it the generality
of the inscriptions would have been totally unintelligible to those who would have
afterwards to peruse them. The symbolical characters were interspersed in many
cases with the literal inscriptions, and commonly appeared upon the same erections ;
but, generally speaking, they were separate, and seem intended rather to elucidate
either a single transaction, or to have been placed simply for ornament, according
to the whim or fancy of the owner or architect; and they are rather painted or
enamelled than impressed or printed upon the bricks, and appear to hold a place
subordinate in importance, in the estimation of the builders, to the indented char-
acters of which mention has just been made. .

.. Hagar, Chardin, Maurice, Le Brun, and other oriental writers, describe these
inscriptions as made in vertical columns, divided by lines, the characters between
the lines being evidently words composed of letters joined together, which, in their
fon,na'tion, bear a very close resemblance to the ancient Hebrew alphabet, and
appear indeed, to an unprejudiced observer, to have been constructed on precisely
the same principle as those letters. The characters are by the French termed
“ caracteres & cloux,” or nail-headed ; by others they are termed * arrow-headed ;”
and by others again, “javelin-headed;” and, in their united appeahmce, are not
very dissimilar to the inscriptions on a modern Chinese tea-chest. Sir William
Jones describes them “ as regular variations and compositions of a right line, each
line towards the top becoming of an angular figure.” The foundation of these
characters is of this shape; and all the letters, words, or syllables, whichever they
nay represent, are composed of this character joined in different ways, and placed
in an almost indefinite variety of positions, sometimes with a plain stroke attached,
but generally without. In 1801, Dr. Hagar was employed by the French govern-
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ment to superintend the publication of a Chinese Dictionary at Paris, and, in speak-
ing of these impressions on the Chaldean bricks, he observes, *that the spaces
between the characters, as well as the proportion of the characters themselves, vary
in bricks not impressed by the same stamp, which very strongly countenances the .
notion that a system of alphabetic marks was used, and that the characters were
not merely symbolical, as in the Chinese language and Egyptian legends on the
pyramids and other monuments on the great plain which borders the Nile.” There
are three of this species of brick preserved in the hall of the staircase which leads
o the library of Trinity College, Cambridge ; several are deposited in the British
Museum ; and in the museum of the East India Company in Leadenhall Street they
are comparatively numerous. From a close observation of these impressions by a
very competent authority, there appears to be little doubt that the marks were
made, as has been observed, upon relief blocks, when the substance on which they
', were impressed was soft; so that, had the pressure been made upon a smooth skin,
or bark, or paper, with any colouring mass smeared over the face of the block, the
effect would have been precisely the same as it was in the early printing of the
middle ages, and in the stereotype impressions of the present day. ¢ The charac-
ters,” as observed by Maurice, * have a remarkable resemblance to those engraved on
| the columns and pilastres at Persepolis, a circumstance which seems to prove a
near affinity between those of the two most ancient nations, and affords certainly a
strong additional argument for the high antiquity of those superb ruins.”

This is a very strong foundation for presuming that the earliest writing was of an
alphabetic character; but there was after this a decided advance made in the art,
for this system of impression on plastic clay, which may be dated at upwards of
2200 years before the Christian era, was succeeded at a later period by the plan
| of painting or writing on the sides of useful as well as ornamental articles, with
characters more elaborate in their construction. ¢ Besides the bricks which I have
mentioned,” says Maurice, quoting Mr. Beauchamp, ‘there are found here (on the
Babylonish site) solid cylinders, three inches in diameter, of a white substance,
{ vovered with very small writing, resembling the inscriptions of Persepolis men-
! tioned by Chardin.” This writing, evidently founded on the previous mode, is yet,
' a8 might have been expected in the progress of an advancing people, of a much
more ornate kind, and as superior, comparatively, in its execution, as the finest
stereotype printing is now, to the rude impress fixed on the bricks or stones used
by a builder of modern days to form the stamp or mark of the maker. The
library of Trinity College at Cambridge contains also one of those curious relics of
angiquity. It is composed of a material similar to that of the bricks just alluded
to, and is of the form which mathematicians would describe as a regular frustrum of -
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a probate spheroid, about seven inches high, and three inches in diameter at each
end, increasing in size towards the middle; in fact, very much in the form of a
modern wine tun. The characters upon it are highly finished, but in other respects
it is quite similar as to the impression upon it to the bricks, and is in all proba-
bility at least 4000 years old, and it maybe considered a fair and beautiful specimen
of the writing of those days, and, with the other specimens which have been dis-
covered, affords authentic proofs of the existence of alphabetic language before that
of symbols was ever carried into effect. The evidence is the more important,
as the characters have the formation which afterwards prevailed in the Arabic
and Hindoo languages; and seems indeed, the foundation of the written signs of
all that great class of tongues which is spoken by those numerous nations
of mankind who appear to have been destined, though the precursors, yet to be
the inferiors of the races professing that faith which is only derived from Divine |
inspiration.

Whether the use of symboli¢al characters arose out of the decline of language and
letters, or whether, during the existence of general ignorance among the people,
it was adopted by their priests for the sake not only of securing to themselves a
peculiar means of personal correspondence, with which the mass of mankind would
be altogether unacquainted, but also of perpetuating their power through the con-
tinuance of superstition, has long been, and very possibly may long remain, a sub-
ject for disquisition. It is very probable that it arose out of both causes, being first
adopted by the ignorant to express their ideas, and, being afterwards refined upon
by the learned to serve their particular objects, was afterwards constituted into an
esoteric system, to the full meaning of which the uninformed could never attain.
‘Wherever, however, it came into a general use, it was evidently founded entirely
upon physical perceptions, for we discover that in Mexico, China, and Egypt, in
remote ages, the same principle prevailed.

According to Humboldt, whose genius was so peculiarly calculated to trace out
the records of olden times, the monuments in the neighbourhood of Mexico are
rich in the remains of the information conveyed to Montezuma by his officers, of
the arrival on the coast and appearance of Cortez and his companions. The notices
were given in a sort of ideographic writing, such as that which formed the
basis of the Chinese language, and were made precisely in the same way as in-
formation was given the other day to the Emperor of China, of the appearance and
progress of the British expedition in his dominions. The agents of Montezuma
drew, as well as they were able, the figures of the ships, weapons, and warriors,
through whose in‘strumentality his power was so shortly to be overthrown, just as
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did the Chinese deputies forward for their master's inspection a representation of
the “ devil-ship,” as they termed it, the first steamer that was seen in the waters
of China. Nor was it only in the simpler parts of language that this resemblance
was observed. In the secondary ideas, which at the sight of natural objects the
recollection of their qualities is apt to induce, as well as in the more recondite
conceptions, the same rescmblance, though varying in degree of force, is also
observable.

Of all the expressions of symbolical origin, those of the Chinese language appear
to be the most simple, and such as might naturally arise out of the most total and
entire ignorance of written language. Their mode of writing is evidently, according
to the best authorities, to describe a thing by its appearance, so that the drawing
of a horse being presented to a reader, he immediately understood what the writer

. meant. But as their plan was to depict these figures without any relief in the
* lines, so that there would be the greater facility in modifying their forms as they

became familiar to the people at large, they were evidently incapable of com-
municating secondary ideas without much combination of characters. There was,
therefore, the advantage of taking a portion of each individual type, and combining

- it with some other, to express a secondary idea, which was represented partly by

the most evident qualities of the animal or thing which the simple character im-
plied. These signs have of course gradually increased as the people progressed,
until from a symbolical, the Chinese has become altogether a written language,
containing, according to Humboldt and other authorities, not less than eighty
thousand words, all of primary signification, exclusive of those which are minor
and only derivatives from them. To become acquainted with such a mass of
characters, much less to retain them in the memory, appears a manifest impossi-
bility. It is said that their most learned men know hardly one-third of the
words in their own language, and to assist in the interpretation of them, a large
class of elementary terms, called language ‘“keys,” 214 in number, have been
selected. Without a knowledge of these, the language is in a great measure unin-
telligible to the best informed of the natives who speak it, and of course almost
entirely to those whose life is condemned to poverty and labour.

Yet although having to such an extent put off the symbolical character to be-
come a written language, the Chinese still retains the evidence of the source from
which it emanated, and all the principles by which it has been modified ; and it is
remarkable, that identical ideas in China and in Egypt have been expressed by
identical symbols.  Kater, the Jesuit Missionary, who was for many years located
in the Celestial Empire, states, in some letters to Sir W. Roughton, that the sun
and moon joined together, in the Egyptian hieroglyphics, represented among that
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people the first principle of all things; and that a similar image bears a similar
meaning in China, being taken also to indicate the succession of time and the |
revolutions of principles in nature, both physical and spiritual. The figure of ten is ;
represented by the same symbols among both people, as also is the feeling of con- |
tentment. But the most remarkable instance of this similarity, with which we have
yet become acquainted, is that which implies education and ancient origin. These,
in Egypt, when conjoined, are represented singularly enough by a bundle of reeds.
So curious and apparently far-fetched a symbol as this, would seem to intimate a
singular and strange connection of ideas, to such an extent, indeed, that it would
almost seem an impossibility for any two individuals, even in the same country, to

have agreed upon it; and yet we find that the same idea is represented in China
by the same symbol, and the reasons assigned for its adoption are sufficiently
general to come within that class of notions on which the superstructure of a
language would most likely be founded.

These circumstances, then, besides others which might be easily adduced, are
quite sufficient to assure us that the symbolical languages constitute one of the
great classes into which the several tongues of the races of mankind may be
divided; for allowing the supposition, that language was originally attained through
a direct inspiration of Divinity, or, to speak more properly, was one of the divine
endowments with which man was invested at his creation—a supposition which we
believe no one can successfully controvert—we have, in the history of the world,
abundant proofs that its inhabitants, whether from geographical distribution, social
usage, or political condition—the two latter influences of coursé depending, under
Providence, to a very great extent upon the former—have become separated into
great families, each having a mode of expression peculiar to itself, various in the
dialects used by its several sections; all those dialects being still, however, evidently
based on one common set of terms, sounds, or principles of expression.

It is easily demonstrable that, at the confusion of tongues at Babel, a great portion
of the benefit of the divine endowment was lost. The immediate appreciation of a
new object, a new thought, or a new feeling was restrained. Men, instead of being
at once able to adjust the expression to the idea, differed in their estimates, and
formed different notions of the means by which a knowledge of it ought to be con-
veyed, If such had not been the case, notwithstanding their disagreement and
unintelligibility to each other, they would soon have fallen into a common language.
But not only did not this occur, but the several families diverged more and more

from a common apprehension of terms, until the difference became as decided as it
is at the present day.

\

|
|

|
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| Mr. Maurice, in his disquisition on the Ruins of Babylon, before spoken of, after
alluding to the inscriptions on the bricks, those of which we have already spoken as
being the earliest impressions of conveyed ideas in the world, sums up his reasoning
upen the probability of the art of alphabetic writing in the following terms :—* In
this state of uncertainty, the mode of conduct for us to pursue, at once the most
consistent with reason, the most conformable to true science, and the most agreeable
to sound religion, is to conclude, that though some sort of characters formed by the
ingenuity of man, or founded on the basis of the ancient hieroglyphic system, was
occasionally used in the earlier ages of the world, that so divine an art—an art
i apparently so far surpassing human power to invent—as ALPHABETIC WRITING, in
| the perfection in which it has descended down to us from an Asiatic source, through
the medium of the Greeks and Romans, could kave its origin in inspiration only, and
was at first revealed to man amid the awful promulgations at HorEB, amid the
thunders that shook the basis of Mount Sinai.”

Considering that he Liad himself transcribed the characters from the Chaldean
bricks, it was a somewhat curious conclusion to arrive at, that writing was first pro-
mulgated on the delivery of the moral law to Moses. But it is at least a testimony
powerful, both directly and inferential, of the antiquity of alphabetic writing from
one who is allowed to have been a most able student of the subject. But whilst
| bearing his testimony on this point, he also speaks of the antiquity of hieroglyphic
writing; and it is singular that while this kind of communication originated with
the most ornate, best informed, most highly cultivated people on the face of the
earth at that time—was carried to its highest pitch of excellence by a people cele-
brated for their wisdom and accomplishments—it produced no fruits of progress,
but remained a sealed book to the world at large for more than two thousand years,
preserving the secrets enfolded within its mystic characters. It is associated with

barbaric grandeur and the existence of the grossest paganism, and only exhibited

now in its principles where the darkness of ignorance and the most miserable super-
stition prevails; while, on the contrary, with alphabetic writing there has been
s continual association of light, a genial diffusion of invigorating information, a
gradual and outspreading dispersion of the rays of celestial influence, a descent and
increase, as noble rivers from their source, of the founts of knowledge which have
fructified the whole moral creation, giving it every day new accessions of strength
to accomplish the divine mission of obtaining dominion over the whole world, and
strengthening the belief that ere long the prediction shall be accomplished, that the
knowledge of God shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

Betting aside the evidence of the Chaldean bricks, there can be no question that
the hieroglyrhic writing on the pyramids and other monuments of Egypt are the
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most ancient of all the records of language which we possess, and, as the reservoirs
of ancient knowledge, may well be considered the foundation of symbolic language,
and the more valuable, as, now when the key has been obtained, they are daily
giving out some new proofs of the correctness of our sacred and other histories.

That these hieroglyphics were the construction of a highly enlightened class
of men, is evident from the fact, that no records of anterior ages have given the
learned so much trouble to decipher their true meaning as those have done, and |
none have returned such valuable results for the labours bestowed upon them— \‘
none have exhibited such an intricacy of art, and none have been so full of mean- ||
ing when labour has elaborated their true signification. Another evidence of their |
value is found in the fact, that they constitute just the turning point between the \
earliest ages of the world, and that series of historical remains which depict the |
experience of men when the intellect slept for a period of nearly five hundred years
—when men lived only on experience, and depended for all their guidance upon |
their knowledge of the past, and a few peculiar spirits existed for the direction of ;
the future.

It has long remained, and does indeed to a certain extent still remain, a mystery,
whether the records on the obelisks and other architectural and monumental
remains of Egypt, were intended to spread moral and intellectual truths, or were
merely statements of the dealings and doings of mankind during that remote era.
From what we have ascertained, the probability seems to converge to the decision
that they were to a great extent written for the latter purpose, and to a more
confined extent for the former. It is quite compatible with the genius of the ages
when these records were made, to suppose that, as among the chosen people of the
Most High in after-times, before that people existed, there was both an open and a
secret meaning displayed by the written characters of the ancient seers of the world.
We know, from the statements of Sacred Writ, that when the miracles of Moses
were wrought in the presence of Pharaoh, the wizards of Egypt had, by some
peculiar inspiration, the power to perform wonders from an intercourse with the
powers of darkness, just as he had authority to interfere with the regular order of
nature from the Source of all light ; and therefore it is not unreasonable to imagine
that those eminent among the people of Egypt would be desirous of extending their
influence beyond their natural lives, through the inscriptions on the national monu- |
ments, including those meant for public instruction, as well as those written in '
honour of their monarchs and the public men who acted under them.

During the period that elapsed from the time of Abraham to the Persian con-
quest, we know that Egypt stood supereminent among the nations for its knowledge
of the arts and sciences, and that both had attained to a degree of perfection which

*
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bas never, even up to the prescnt time, been surpassed among the people who

occupy the centre and extreme east of Asia, and the medial provinces of northern

Africa. They were therefore in the possession of a multitudinous set of ideas, both
~ primary and secondary, and they needed some means of expressing those ideas
. not only for the benefit of the people at large and their successors, but also of that
exclusive class among whom were treasured all the treasures of knowledge possessed
by the initiated few. Herodotus, the most ancient of all the profane historians,
who had himself travelled in Egypt, tells us that, among that strange and wonderful
people, there were two classes of language—one termed sspa, sacred, and the other
énworma, or for the people. Thales, Pythagorus, and Plato, all speak of this dis-
; tinction; and from two of these philosophers we gather the title of these mystic
writings, which it has given the moderns so much trouble to decipher. They tell
us that the epithet which we ourselves ascribe to these writings was gencrally con-
strued amongst their own countrymen from the two words sgog, sacred, or a priest,
and yrupw, to write, thus simply stating that the hieroglyphics were sacred writings.
Diodorus Siculus, who had also travelled in Egypt, and held converse with the
priests in that country, confirms this view, and states that there were two kinds of
writing, the “ sacred” and the de‘motic,” and leaves us to suppose that the former
contained some secondary meaning which was not patent to the common reader, if
the term ‘‘ common reader” can be used in reference to such times as these.
Clement of Alexandria, who entered very largely into this subject in the first cen-
tury after the Christian epoch, terms the sacred writing *hieratic,” or a language
devoted peculiarly to the uses of the priests—and the inquiries of later days have
fully confirmed the affirmations of these authorities; while, as if further to carry out
the truth of this assertion, Quatrimére gives from authority a list of two hundred
names and words of the older Memphitic and Thebaic dialects expressed in these

hieroglyphics, which were not in ordinary use among the Egyptian people. Accord-
ing to Clement there were three kinds of writing—the Enchorial, the Epistolo-
graphic, and the Hieratic; and states that the last was always used for a registry of

mcred things, that all its characters were tropical or figurative, and these being
united with ideographic or picture writing, became symbolical of that real meaning
which the characters were intended to convey.

It cannot be supposed that so important a language as that inscribed on the
national monuments and the sacred edifices of the most accomplished people of the
early ages of civilization, remained without its influence upon the letters and the
language of those neighbouring nations who drew their refinement and the arts
from Egypt. We see its resemblance in their architectural erections, we observe




xXvil ESSAY ON LANGUAGE.

it in their customs, and, lastly, we trace it in the written characters not only of
their language, but in those of the more subtile and informed groups of mankind,
through whose instrumentality the tide of enlightenment was whelmed onward,
until it settled in those countries where the arts and learning are conserved for the
benefit of the world. Could we break through the barrier, as we doubtless shall
some day do, though opposed by the barbarism of Central Asia, the connection between
the hieroglyphics of Egypt and the picture writing of China would, without any
great difficulty, be demonstrated, just as it may partially be traced in the written forms
of the characters of the Syriac, Arabic, and Hindoo languages. Yet, important as
the Egyptian people were, and influential as their records proved upon the charac-
ters of the communities around them, so mystic were their writings, that until nearly
the present time their meaning was altogether lost, and the writing useless. Again,
it may be observed, that such remarkable documents as the Egyptian hierogly-
phics could not but excite much interest among men of observation. Soon after
the darkness of the middle ages began to be dispersed, Piereus, a man much ‘
distinguished for the acumen of his remarks, brought them with much skill
prominently under public notice, but did little further towards elucidating their
meaning, than suggest that they were indicative of some sacred mystery. In the
course of the seventeenth century, Kircher, a German Jesuit, deveted much of his
attention to this subject, and displayed great ingenuity in accounting for the object
of the writers of hieroglyphics, laying down a whole array of mythological detail as
the meaning which they were intended to convey, but without any sufficient ground
whatever to justify his apparently very unwarrantable assertions. About 1750,
Zoega, a Danish philosopher, turned his attention very largely to the subject of the
Egyptian hieroglyphics, and was tolerably successful in ascertaining the nature of the
characters they contained. Palin, and the Abbe Pluché, carried this investigation
still farther, till at last a faint glimmering of the true nature of the hieroglyphics
was obtained.

In 1798, the National Institute of France—which may be truly considered as the
academic embodiment of the principles promulgated by the eminent but most erro-
neous thinkers, the accomplished philosophers but most mistaken guides, whose
writings led to the first marvellous French Revolution—designed an expedition of
scientific men, who accompanied the military operations of Napoleon in Egypt, with
a view of bringing into requisition for general use the historical treasures which
Egypt was known to contain. The labours of these men, though of comparatively
intrinsic insignificance, were of great inferential importance. Napoleon, who, with a
spirit which all must admire—directed by an impulse and by moral principles which

all must condemn—Ilent the whole benefit of his countenance and co-operation to
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- their lsbours ; and the result of them was published in ene of the most remarkable
l books of modern times, under t!le title of * Description de I'Egypt.” Little was
| lexrned from it except a notice of the singular monumental remains of that most
X singular country. But that little was much, for it led to consequences at the time
| most surprising, and at the present efficiently advantageous. In this expedition,
whenever the warlike proceedings permitted, the strength of the military was given
to the exertions of science; and in the course of their examinations a block of basalt
was partly exhumed in the neighbourhood of the town of Rosetta. This place and
' its environs was the scene of some of the most artful strategy that was displayed
| before Napoleon again departed for Europe. Ultimately, British prowess and skill
.I overcame all opposition, and the stone which had lain buried beneath the accumu-
| lating dust of ages fell into the hands of the British troops, was conveyed to Eng-
land, and is now lodged in our National Museum. .
On three of its sides were found three inscriptions in three different characters,
o the construing of which the learned were occupied for nearly fifteen years.
}l Fortunately, one of these sides was perceived to be engraved with characters of an-
| tique Greek ; but part of them was obliterated, and only the fourteen last lines were
left for the observer, and even some of the corners of these lines: were broken off.
h Copies of them, however, such as they were, were disseminated through the conti-
i' Bental universities, as well as here, and faithful transcripts were sent in particular to

Heyne and Porson, the two most eminent Greek scholars at that time in the world.
Of the two,, from his superior application, Heyne was the most successful in the
interpretation of these mystic characters, but Porson's aid was invaluable; and
| the result of their combined efforts was the ascertaining that it was a monument
i! which Ptolemy Epiphanes had caused to be erected, with similar inscriptions in the
| hieroglyphic or sacred character, the demotic or popular, and the current Greek of
| the period The hieroglyphic and demotic characters were found to coincide in
' appearance with those sculptured on the pyramids, the obelisks, and other monu-
' ments of Egypt, with, especially, the inscriptions observed by Bruce on the temple of
. Karnak, and by Bankes on the obelisk found in the island of Philae, and those
.I a was afterwards observed by Dr. Young, and depicted in his plates representing
; the Elephantine temple at Sakkara.
Here then was a key to the whole of the mystic symbols of the most learned
people of the remote patriarchal era, and an ardour corresponding with its import-
. =mce was evinced to arrive at their true meaning. The Baron Sayels de Sacy
was the first to attempt an understanding of the meaning of the inscriptions on the
i Rosetta stone, but after labouring several years, and having discovered what
| seemed to be a rational construction of three of the characters, he gave the effort
-E
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up in despair. Akerblad, a young and able philologist, was eminently distinguished
for his zeal, and ultimately was able to carry this step a little farther; but death,
or the intervention of other pursuits, prevented his going beyond that point. This,
however, was something worth ha'ving, and tended to lay a foundation for. future
exertion. Dr. Young soon took up the subject with his characteristic energy, and
employed the whole of his eminent oriental learning, to decipher the real nature of
the symbolical representationsin which the Egyptian language was concealed. This
gentleman was, perhaps, of all nren at that time in existence, best calculated to dis-
cover the occult meaning of these remarkslzble inscriptions. Born of Quaker parents
" of but indifferens condition, he, during the early years of his existence, was main-
tained at the residence of his maternal uncle, Mr. R. Davies, at Minehead, in
Devonshire ; and, it is said, evinced a wonderful precocity of philological talent, and
speedily acquired a knowledge of the classical languages. From apparemtly acci-
dental circumstances he was induted to study Hebrew, and afterwards Syriac,
Arabic, and the neighbouring tongues; and at Iength attained to such an acquire-
ment of oriental literature asto become the most distinguished man of his time in
that department of literature. He was afterwards appoihted, by the Government of
the day, Secretary to the Board of Longitude ; and, when that agency was laid aside,
was constituted ‘oompiler of the *Nautical Almanack,” which he conducted for
several years, and laid the foundation for the reputation which #t now enjoys, and
certainly was the main source of that utility for which it has been so particularly
distinguished. Having discovered the name of Ptolemaios, or Ptolemy, in the Greek
text, on the Rosetta stone, in three places, he compared the position of the words in
that text with those in the other two inscriptionis, and found them to be enveloped
By a cartouch or oval, with a certain mark which indicated the name to belong to
a male person. The other characters he was unable to decide upon; but recollect-
ing that Plato had stated that Thoth, an Egyptian, had invented an alphabet whick
had nowhere been preserved, he was led to conclude that the other symbols were
simply phonetic signs, or signs by which the sounds of words were expressed ; he
conceived & meaning for the remaining characters, and sent a supposed translation
of the inscriptions on the stone to the Asiatic Society. This excited a great sensa-
tion throughout Europe, and powerfully brought the attention of all the learned to
bear upon the subject. Dr. Young's conception that the signs which he could not
otherwise iterpret were phonetic, was combated, in No. IIIL. of the ®Dublin Uni-
versity Review,” by the assertion that the symbols of the hieroglyphic inscriptions
on the momuments of Egypt were the emblems of a language altogether peculiar
and different from the ancient Coptic, from which he professed to derive them, and
that they could not therefore be phonetic signs of the then living Egyptian Ian-
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guage.  Confessedly we have lost the Coptic, and though its remains may still be
traced in the vernacular of Upper Egypt, as a language it is not now to be found;
but whether it was so at the time these inscriptions were made is another matter,
and that Dr. Young was right in his principal conjecture seems credible from the
fact that, from the foundation which he laid, a clear interpretation of their mean-
ing has at length been derived.

The matter was, however, much controverted, and a decision slept .in abeyance

until the time of C. J. F. Champollion le jeune, so styled to distinguish him from
his elder brother, C. Féjeac, who was also a man of eminent attainments. The
younger Champollion, who was a native of Grenoble in France, like Young, evinced
at an early age a peculiar predilecﬁonl for oriental literature. After some experi-
ence under Sayels de Sacy, in the French capital, he returned to his native place,
where he was made keeper of the public library there; and, in 1814, published a
work in two volumes, octavo, entitled “ Egypt under the Pharaohs,” which speedily
brought him into extensive notice. The principle which he adopted was, that the
symbols on the Egyptian monuments were intended to represent material objects
anly. It showed that he had read largely and thought much of his subject ; and, in

+ 1821, be published, at Grenoble, another work, entitled, * L'Ecriture Hieratique

des Anciens Egyptiens.” In this, he stated his opinion that the hieroglyphic and
hierotic writing was different, and that the latter was merely a tachygraphy or
short-hand writing of the former. In 1824 he published an enlargement of these
views, and entered into an examination of the whole system, under the title of
“ Precis du Systéme Hieroglyphique des Anciens Egyptiens, ou Recherches sur Jes
Elémens premiers de cette Ecriture Sacrée,—sur les diverses combinaisons, et sur les
rapports de ce systéme, avec les autres methodes Graphiques Egyptiens;” in which Le

. held that the phonetic signs were in accordance with the records of the most ancient

books; that the real names of the parties spoken of in the inscriptions were best
ascertained by such an interpretation, and that all hieroglyphic inscriptions are in
a great measure composed of signs which can in no other way be interpreted.

Klaproth criticised this book unmercifully, and endeavoured to show that Cham- !

pollicn had not succeeded in any single instance in making out the meaning of any
single whole sentence, and that he could hardly construe any four words consecu-
tively. But however deficient Champollion might have been in this respect, his
reputation remained unimpeached; and through the interest of the Duke de Blacas,
then in high favour at the court of France, he was sent to Leghom to value some
Egyptian antiquities which had been received there for the private account ot
Charles X, who was then on the French throne, of which he publiched a particular
accomnt in & letter addressed to his patron. There he was joined by the distin-

|
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guished Italian, Rossellini, with whom he afterwards proceeded to Egypt, to make |
 personal inspection of the remains in that country. Rossellini returned in the |
course of a few months, but Champollion remained there until towards the close of the !
following year, and gave an account of his discoveries in a series of * Lettres ecrites '
d’Egypt et Nubie en 1829,” which was published in Parisin 1832. He had previously,
in 1828, published his * Precis du Systéme Hieroglyphique,” in which he had fully
adopted the belief that a great portion of these mystical characters were phonetic,
and that they were intended to designate the words in the Egyptian language, but
not to resemble the sounds; while, in other places, the pictorial representation of
the object indicated the object itself. This had partly been ascertained from the

investigation of the inscriptions on the Rosetta stone, and the supposition was con-

temples which bore the name of Cleopatra, which contains several of the hiero-
glyphic characters met with in the name of Ptolemy. 8till further investigation

plan adopted in the phonetic portion of the hieroglyphic writing, was to make the

tian language, was the one they required. Thus, in the inscription on the obelisk
in the island of Philace, to the memory of King Ahom, an eagle is placed for the
sign of a, the Egyptian name for that bird being ackom ; for b, there is a censer,
berbe being the Egyptian term for that instrument ; there is a hand sculptured for
t, the Egyptian word being tot; and so on. By earnest and laborious examinations
in the pyramids, and on the various temples and other edifices at Denderah, Thebes,
Esneh, Edfou, Ombos, Philace, and elsewhere, as well as in the writings which
have been unrolled from mummies, the whole system was traced out, and the dark-
ness which for nearly three thousand years had shrouded the records of a people,
whose language had disappeared from among mankind, has been raised like a
light mist from the objects of nature, and all the important historical data are
daily being made apparent. The distinction between male and female names has
been ascertained, the mode of writing, the means of forming the plural number of
nouns, and very nearly the whole system of grammatical construction has been
exhibited.

It would appear that in ancient Egypt there existed three different dialects—the
Memphitic, answering to the phonetic style of writing; the Sakudic, to the em-
blematic ; and the Bashmodic, to the figurative or pictorial. Sometimes the writings
are made from left to right, sometimes from right to left, and sometimes again, as
is generally the case on columns, from top to bottom; so that we have here, not

1
verted into certainty by the discovery of a writing in the interior of one of the |

has continued to explore these treasures of historical knowledge, and to confirm '
the results which had been previously attained. Aeccording to Champollion, the |

figure of that thing or creature the first letter of the word for which, in the Egyp- |
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; oaly excepting the Hebrew, the most ancient language in the world, but the vari-
| oas forms from which have ramified all those modes of writing now used, and which
| have been used, during an immense portion of the world’s existence, by the great
| mass of pagan idolaters on the face of the earth: and—the thought cannot but
asgain force itself on the ‘mind—it is singular to remark, that wherever they
| have been adopted, the people, though arrived at a certain stage of refinement
| and information, have never progressed into the higher regions of intellectual
: culture, or attained to any very scientific knowledge of mechanical art. What
tbeyhsvebeensﬁlltheyare,mdsowﬂlremmnuntﬂtheusystemsbealtered, and
the records of their thoughts be composed of materials which have only a mental
| character requisite to render them useful. The Egyptian langnage and customs
| sppear to have spread little towards the north, for we find 'in the Greek only a few
- afthe particles which can be traced to an Egyptian origin; but towards the south and
esst the former appears to have spread until the whole of the Coptic has been merged
. in the languages of the various tribes of Negroes in the interior of Africa. Nor is
} sty resemblance to them discoverable, except, as previously noticed, in the kindred
. written language of China, and among the barbarous and almost savage inhabitants
who skirt the south-eastern extremity of the Red Sca.

i
‘l
k While the descendants of Ham were working their way into the very heart of
the African continent, the posterity of Shem were gradually spreading through the
'i fertile districts of Asia, each receding from the original type of the language which
! their fathers had spoken and written, until at last the variety of dialects became
. almost innumerable. Menes, the supposed founder of the Egyptian monarchy;
Ashur, the founder of the Assyrian, and Nimrod of the Babylonian empire, were, as
© far as we can learn from the insufficient records which we possess, about contem-
. porary with each other, and were probably the first who assumed an authority,
- other than patriarchal, among their fellow-men ; and, from their time, about 2100
, years before the Christian era, there is every probability that the language of
! Abraham was the dialect commonly used, with slight variations, throughout all the
;‘ region of Asia Minor; and while Sesostris, Cheops, and Sisac, were consolidating a
power, which for centuries appears to have been more isolated and secure than any
| cxber, the descendants of Jarael were receiving those divine institutions which were
to separate them from every other people, and carrying into effect an intricate
i national code, in which the precise rights of every member of the community, in
every relation of life, were carefully specified.
Here then was a standard of language from which to date all the various
deviations; and as the several tribes receded from the original country whence
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they emanated, their languages would, in the natural course of things, gradually i
become more and more remote in character, until they attained the distinctive types !
which they now possess. Whilst Hebrew, in its various gradations, was thus being
carried eastward and north-eastward, and the symbolic writing of the Egyptians
was tending to the southward, south-west, and south-east, Greek—which appears,
from its resemblance in the power to represent by sounds the numerous objects and
influences of nature, to have been the earliest offspring of Hebrew, and, from the
peculiarity of its inflections, the dialect assumed by the most refined and intellectual
of the departers from the plains of Shinar—was gradually working its way toward
the direct westward, into those regions where the temperature and salubrity of

the climate were caloulated to give the inhabitants leisure froni the cultivation of
the svil, and that vigour of intellect which results from the mental culture for
which such leisure affords the opportunity, and was fast merging into what the
language afterwards became—an instrument fitted to express the innumerable
impressions of outward objects, and the most abstruse results of mental processes.
The offshots of the Babylonish empire were meantime pushing into the northern
districts, and thence, both eastward and westwa\lrd, into the far-off plains where the
rigours of the atmospheric effects would occasion an activity of life, and a hardiness
of character, which would be best expressed by the rude phraseology that denoted
the wants and marked the intercourse of those Scythian hordes, who, in their
adventurous progress, at length penetrated to the wilds of Scandinavia and the
prairies of Gaul; destined afterwards to cast the impress of their character on the
denizens of the British isles; ultimately to infuse their force into all the languagea
of northern Europe, and work an immense effect on the modulation of those which
came from the south. The great migrations of nations then ceased, and the
foundation of all the languages of the world was permanently laid.

Adelung, who was perhaps one of the most accomplished philologists that ever

existed, has divided these several languages into five grand classes, with sundry sub-
divisions, as follows:—

L. The MoNOSYLLABIC ; or those which are the result of symbolic writing :—
Chinese. Avancse.

L]
Siamese. Tibet. n.

II. INpo-EuroPEAN; or those which derived their origin from the Hebrew
root ;:—
Sanscrit. Arabian.
Median. Lycian.
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l Phrygian. Greek.
German. Celtic.
Etruscan. Latin.

" Cantabrian. Sclavic.

3

Ont of which have arisen du'ectly all the languages of Europe.

ITIL The TARTARIC ; or the dialects of all those tribes who, verging from the place

' of their original abode; have yet retained much if not entirely, the character of
their original mode of living :—=

1st. Sporadic. Abassan.
Islandish. o Circassian,
Hungarian. N Ossitish.
Albanian. ST Kiastic.
, 2d. Caucasian. K Lasgian.
‘ Armenian. 8d. Tartarian.
Georgian. 4th. Siberian.

5th. Insular ; or those which, from the isolated position of the inhabitants of the
islands of the sea, have been greatly deflected from the original root, but
which have yet retained the main characteristics of their parent tongues.

IV. ArmicAN; or those which, declining from the mystic aspect of the symbolic
state, have at length lost the principal features of the original tongue of those who
| used it, and have degenerated into the unformed jargon of barbaric life.

|
|
f
|
|
’.

V. The AMERICAN; or those which are used by a class of people of evidently
mixed origin, exhibiting the peculiarities indicative of the sources from whence they
are derived, and at last became so blended as to constitute an original class—original
- now, from the constituents which have been impounded for the purpose of their for-
. mation, but which show their foundation from the fact, that an immense number of
f’ terms in the dialects of the Red Indians of North America, and in those of the resi-
li dents in the southern portion of that continent, have been discovered, which are
i perfectly identical with the same expressions in the ancient Hebrew ; and to such’
! an extent, indeed, that hypotheses have been built upon them, that the people by
| whom they are now used are neither more nor less than the lost ten tribes of Israel,
i| for whom search has been made throughout the whole world. These hypotheses
are doubtless erroneous; for later discoveries, to which we are about to allude,
have been made, by which the descendants of these people—the descendants as a
national body—have actually been found; but yet so prevalent are Hebrew terms
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in the language of the interior residents of the New World, that, considering the | '
geographical position of America with Asia—the one being only sixty miles of
sea passage in one spot from the other—there is ample evidence to believe that
they are the remote subjects of him who should have filled the place of Hoses to |
that branch of the chosen people.

!

|
Of the first age of the world, from the beginning of nature to the confision of |
tongues, whence the origin of nations may be dated, we have no records but those '
open notices which are contained in Holy Writ. Nor do we need any, for the facts '
speak for themselves. Mankind were then in a state of transition from the patri-
archal to clannish and nomadic life; and from that period to the consolidation of
an empire under Cyrus, which may be called the second age, we are almost equally
destitute of records. Yet we are not only not without witness, but have abundant |
testimony to the progress of society, and the advance of the means by which men '
might convey a knowledge of their ideas to their fellows. This second age embraces |
a period of some 1800 years, during which men became accustomed to the social \

state, and needed the various appliances of speech to diffuse the knowledge of duty,
and the obligations which resulted from the several relations of life. As has been
stated above, the best and moset authentic records are contained in the Mosaic |
chronicles. That these are genuine, and the main origin of all written language, is |
proved from a variety of evidence. Tacitus, who lived within the first century after |
our Saviour's death, and when the Romans, who were at that time the conservators '
though not the originatars of learning, were mainly pagans, states that the Jewish ‘.»
Scriptures were looked upon as exceedingly ancient even in his day. The Books '
of Moses, comprising Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuterononty, 1‘1
were written fully 1500 years before our Saviour’s birth, or more than three thou- ||
sand three hundred and fifty years ago, while the most ancient chronicles to' which 'lt
the Greeks lay any claim are those of Hesiod and Homer. As to the existence

of Hesiod at all, like that of Ossian, very grave doubta are entertained by the best |
informed among learned men. Homer's writings are better accredited, and speak
of circumstances so consonant with the facts of Grecian history, that there is hardly
any doubt of their genuineness—but still there is a cloud over their origin. Yet,
granting them all the authenticity to which they are entitled, they bear no compari-
son with the antiquity justly ascribed to the production of the Jewish leader, being
only coeval with the date of Solomon, in whose days the Israelites had attained to
the extremest magnitude of their dominion. To say nothing of the intrinsic char-
acter of the respective works—the Hebrew treating of all the great mysteries of
natural and supernatural things, giving the history of mankind from their earliest
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days, and containing references to, and instructions for, all the complex intricacies
. of alarge and enlightened community; the Greek filled with, at the best, absurd

fables and questionable accounts of facts, real or supposed—we have the knowledge
| that the former were daily read in the ears of all the people, were scrupulously
I regarded, and so carefully handed down, that even among the most thoroughgoing
infidels who have possessed any information of things gone by, their authenticity has
never been subject to a doubt. To the Hebrew, then, we have to look for the root
of all language.

Next to it, apart from the symbolical language of the Egyptian, is the Greek.
Popuh.rly speaking, Cadmus is regarded as the inventor of letters. He was about
. menlwn.hMoaa, and is pretty well ascertained to have emigrated into Thrace
'n from Phenice. Now, Phenice was notoriously the port of the land of the Jews,
‘ the mart from which all enterprise to countries beyond the sea emanated, and to

'hu-ha.llfomglmresoﬂed. At that time the Greek alphabet is well known to
'l have been imperfect, and then there was a considerable intercourse across the
1 Levant with Egypt. Indeed, questions have been seriously raised and long argued,
! a3 to whether the literature of the Greeks was or was not derived from the Egyp-
}l tians. These questions are however fully set at rest by the fact, that all the earliest
, Greek manuscripts which have reached us bear the characteristics of the Hebrew

| nomenclature—the same fulness of expression—the same strict, or almost strict,
l’ snalogy to natural sounds—the same simple, but yet rather inflected, construction
| —and, moreover, and to add to all, precisely the same mode of writing ; for the
‘ earliest inscriptions we possess shows not only many of the forms of the Hebrew
llylnhet, but, as if to chronicle the progress of learning, give not only the ancient
modeofwriﬁng from the right hand towards the left, but also that now used, from
the lef} hand side towards the right. The most ancient literal Greek inscription
' which has come down to us exhibits both these methods, and is contained on a
! tablet which was disinterred upon the promontory of Sigeum, a headland of the
Syrian coast, situate near the site of ancient Troy, and must have been engraved as
early as the time, at least, of Solomon, and perhaps of David. Cadmus, it should be
obeerved, was followed by Minos, the first of the Grecian lawgivers; and it is re-
markable, that no language has ever become permanent until it has been employed
! 80 register thre moral and religious precepts by which men are to be guided in ob-

serving their duty towards God and their fellow-creatures. The Sigean legend was

eagraved upon a pillar of beautifully white marble, nine feet high, two feet broad,

snd eght inches thick ; and, as appears by a cavity on the top, was intended to bear

a bast or statue of Hermocrates, whose name it bears. It is at least three thousand

years dd, or ahous the same date as that ascribed to the works of Homer, and in -
4




xxxViil . ESSAY ON LANGUAGE.

all probability was in existence anterior to them. The inscription begins on the
left hand side of the tablet, and proceeds to the right ; but the next line begins at
the right hand, and proceeds to the left ; and thus it is carried on, each succeeding
line beginning where the preceding one finished,” 2 mode which was shortly after-
wards superseded by the presemt one of writing from the left hand towards the
right, as is shown by the almost contemporary inscriptions on the pedestal of the
Colossus at Delos, and that of Amphitrion on one of the tripods of Thebes. The
Sigean inscription, in classic Greek, runs thus:—* ®adixe tiul rol Egpexpdroog
70 sgoxomaiov, xal syd xgaThon xaziorarw xal §lpe i spurdsior idaxa paiipe 2iyita
sy 3¢ v/ waoyw pehsdalvery fw Srysisg aai @' exoinam & Alowes xai of ddshgoi” “Iam
Hermocrates, the son of Phanodicus, of this promontory; and I have presented in
the Prytoreum [a common hall in which the Grecians feasted together, and enter-
tained such as had deserved well of their country] a cup, with a stand and wine-
strainer, as a monument to the Sigeans. If, then, I endure care on any account,
I go to the Sigeans, and ZEsopapus and my brethrem have erected a monument
for me.” The whole inscription bears evidence of its antique date, and of the
primitive manners which prevailed at the time it was made; and is particularly
interesting as showing the progress of language from its root te its most ornate
eharacter in ancient times.

‘Whilst the Attic phraseology was progressing—until, under the hands of Hero-
dotus, Sappho, Pisistratus, Pindar, Xenophon, /Eschylus, Sophocles, Aristotle,
Demosthenes, and Plato, # attained to that rich finish and affluent expression
which has made it, in all its bearings, the model of language—the Egyptian was
gradually degenerating, until the vernacular of the country became dlmost uninte?-
ligible, and was ultimately driven into the regions of medial Africa, whilst its use
was replaced by the more refined Greek and the corrupted Hebrew, which had
assumed the form of the Chaldaic or Syriac, afterwards to take the modification of
the Arabic, which. at length became the third great groundwork of the modern
languages of civilized society in that part of the world.

The ancient Babylonian empire, founded by Nimrod, was partly lost through the
emigration of the inhabitants towards the north, and partly absorbed in the Assyrian
empire under Ninus and Semiramis. The monarchs of that sovereignty, Pul and
Pigleth-Tileser, earried off the two tribes and a half of the Israclites, who dwelt
beyond Jordan, abeut the early part of the eighth century before the Christian era;
and their successor, Shalmanezer, deported the remainder of the people some nine-
teen years afterwards, and conveyed them to the district termed by the Greeks
Abdiene, which spot became the nueleus of the power afterwards wielded by the.
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migratory Arabs. The new Babylonian and the Assyrian empires were closed by
the prowess of Cyrus, who constituted the dynasty of Persia, and pusued on the
language thus strengthened from so many sources to the westward, until the Arabs,
who inherited his enterprise with his authority, carried it, partly through religious
enthusiasm, and partly from the efforts for conquest, to 'the extreme verge of |
northern Africa, where the waves of the Atlantic laved the bases of the pillars of ‘
Hercules; and at length, having made their way into Spain, urged on their con-
quests until, under Abdoul Rahman Ben Abdoullah, they received that check by the
Franks, under Charles Martel, on the plains of Picardy, in A.p. 738, which again
drove them beyond the Pyrenees, where they remained in nearly predominant

|

!

l authority for four centuries, diffusing their influence over the expression and the
« manners of the people where the Romans had so long reigned supreme, until it may
| almost be a question whether the Spanish language is more Moorish or Latin.
| The Portuguese, being on the outskirts of the Hispanian peninsula, were less subject
| to the dominion of the African conquerors; and, as in all other instances the domi-
dliated tongue was preserved among the native inhabitants, we consequently find

that there were more of the genuine Latin terms retained in their language than in

* that of any other people, save those of Italy, on the continent of Europe. In Iberia,

" therefore, and in the provinces of middle Italy, we find the true germs of the

; Etruscan dialect. )

. It might seem strange to one but little conversant with the intromission of words,

. that Etruria should have been the cradle of that set of phrases which was after-

wards to form so large a portion of the language through which the knowledge of
truth, both physical and intellectual, should be disseminated. The wonder will
bowever disappear, when it is recollected that the narrowness of the Adriatic Sea
- allowed of a proportionally free intercourse between the north of Italy and the
" Albanian provinces—that the tendency of civilization was continually trending
+ westward, while the pressure of population was coming from the north. From the
" porth and from the east, the tide was pouring down which was to alter the language
of the whole kindreds of the earth. Etruria was unquestionably peopled in the
earliest ages: all its antique vases and other monuments attest this; and it would
- seem that the Latin language itself was formed out of the dialects of those first
inbabitants who brought their Greek from the neighbouring peninsula, with its
northern infusion, and those who came direct from the Phrygian regions, where the
Hebrew roots were still in active exercise; so that we see combined in the Latin
! language the force of the expression from the north, the strength of expression from
i the Mediterranean, and the subtle inflections, though in an inferior degree, frora

' the refined and intellectual residents of the domains of Greece.

!

b
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Here then we have two of the chief elements of the English tongue. The third -
is derived from the other source provided by the great migration of nations.
Part of the Babylonian, with the great Assyrian empire, had been merged, a few
centuries before the Christian era, under the Parthian dominion. When under the
force of the Roman conquests this was broken, during the time of Mithridates, the
great impulse which had been given to the northern tribes of Germany to emigrate |
westward, some ages before, was increased manifold, and the outgoers who had set- :
tled were pushed with more intensity, and in greater numbers, towards the remote
corners of the old world. The north pf Germany, the southern districts of Norway '

additional animation to their movements, and the Alemanni, who had become con-
spicuous for their number, their hardihood, and their bravery, soon established their
position, and threw‘out communities who were destined to become nations. Among
these communities, the Celts were remarkable for the earnestness with which they
pressed forwards; and they, in a short time, became the residents of the British Isles,
bringing with them the superstitions, the dialect, and the.idioms of the race from
which they derived their origin. With them were mingled a few of the inhabitants

fastnesses, was termed Gaelic, just as that of their compeers, who came from the
sandy plains and meagre prospects of .the districts which lie between the confluent
streams of the lower Rhine and the Scheldt, was called Celtic. In these two dialects
we find the foundation of the English language, so far and no farther as it expresses
the actions of motion and relation, the primary sensations derived from the influences
of the elements, and the words which indicate the simplest necessities of mankind.
The Celts appear to have had no written language, but possessed ample tradition,
and a certain ability to construct highly figurative expressions. The people were

pression, but centuries elapsed without any great advance being made.
Josephus has given us sufficient intelligence to enable us to decide that the two

tribes and a half of the Israelitish people, first transported to the district of the north
of Asia Minor, found their locality between the Dead and Mediterranean Seas ; and
he and Jerome, and other authorities, have shown us, that around them there were
settled several active and fierce tribes, whose population -rapidly increasing, was

the spirit of the Grecian language, until they were precipitated upon Rome, and sub-
verted the empire. The contest was, however, of long continuance, and while the

and Sweden, and the whole of Denmark, were peopled.  Britain had received its por- :

tion of those who were wandering in search of a settlement. The new comers gave |

of Scandinavia, whose language, drawn from their wooded heights and mountain °

therefore well prepared to receive and use a nobler and more precise mode of ex-

ultimately forced upon the unoccupied plains of eastern Europe. These tribes made |
their way along the south-east of Germany, gradually taking up in their progress '
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phrases of the barbarians infixed themselves to a great extent on the more civilized

communities, the power of intellect prevailed in return to infuse a portion of its
' esence into the customs and the expressions of these various nations, under whom
its suthority succumbed; and hence the great impregnation of the genius of the
‘ Roman tongue into all the present languages of southern Europe.

It is not to be supposed that the Romans could have held so long a domination
' s that of four hundred years in the British Isles, without leaving some and great
| traces of their existence on the people and the speech of these isles. They left the
monuments of their warlike strategy and of their architectural skill, and why not
, leave also the vestige of their conversational expression? They did do so, un-
doubtedly, to some extent: but the Romans were a conquering rather than a
colonizing people ; and hence the marks of their residence are found in Britain,
mther in the aptitude of the people to receive improvements than in the improve-
ments themselves. At the end, therefore, of the Roman supremacy in our country,
" the evidence of their existence was found in the superior civilization of the inhabi~
' tants, and in their fitness to receive ideas and modes of speech from a people better
cultivated than themselves; and the onward progress of the migratory nations,
. after the retirement or expulsion of the Romans, soon brought the Britons into
. contact with tribes whose dialects were in many respects closely analogous tc
their own.
" While myriads of hardy spirits, as stated above, were forcing through the east
. and south of Europe, others not Jess distinguished for courage and endurance were
- making their way along the southern shores of the Baltic, and through the romantie
districts of the Black Forest, in the very heart of central Germany, and completely
| settled the confines of its northern provinces. According to Ptolemy the geogra-
* pher, one of the most powerful of the offshoots of this great body, was the people
which ultimately occupied the district bounded by the Elbe, the Eyder, and the
Rhine, being composed of two distinct tribes, the Angeli and the Saxons, who after-
wards amalgamated. Speaking a language neither Celtish nor German, their dialect
was sull comprehensive and effective, and possessed the grammar and the spirit of
. both; and it soon became apparent by its influence on the phraseology of the
The language of the Anglo-Saxons was fraught with all the nervous energy of
 the race from whom they were sprung; and the time at which Hengist and Horsa
first arrived on the shores of Albion, seems to have been particularly favourable for
" impregnating the character of a people long accustomed to the placid quietude of
| protected dependents, The Moorish Arabians, with all the impulsive force of their
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fiery tribes, had already made large inroads upon the Romish provinces of Spain, |
and were diffusing their literature and their science even into the very borders of i
Gaul. Europe, throughout the whole of its breadth, centre, east, north, and south,
was in a state of wild contest. Alaric and Attila were making large inroads on the
Roman power, and all the old imperial boundaries were being broken up, and new
nations and, new languages were everywhere being instituted; and the heaving
swell of the conflict, as it pressed to and fro on the great surface of society, left, like
the advancing and receding billows on the sea-shore, some new striatus of its debris, \
in the customs and the phrases of the communities comprised within the range of x‘
its effects. The contjnual influx of foreigners into the Roman state ; the great inter- |
ocourse with Greece ; the number of barbarians incorporated with the Roman armies; L
the presence, for so long a series of years, of large bands of the Roman legions in l
Gaul, Germany, and the other outposts of the empire—had all combined to alter
the languages of the several people; the system of the nomenclature of the pre- [\
sent day was rapidly developing its principles and action; and, when Odoacer |
overturned the government of Rome, the Frankish language, as well as that at k,
Spain, was more than half settled. Excluded in a great degree by their insular |
position from the continual changes to which the neighbouring continent was
subject, the Saxons settled in Britain retained for a long series of years their ‘
peculiar dialect; but becoming, at length, intimately mingled with the ancient
Britons, they formed one race, whose language constituted the foundation of that |
which we, their descendants, now speak and write.

The Anglo-Saxons retained their possession, without any important infusion of
other elements, till the year 1016, when the Danish invaders subjected them to
their yoke, by the domination of Canute, Harold, and his successor, till about
1042 ; and the time was therefore too short for any national alteration to be effected
in the language, for it had then been completely constituted. The Scyldings, l
a translation of which, by Thorkelin, was published at Copenhagen in 1815, bears
all the marks of its ancient origin ; and is, according to Rask, perbaps the most |

complete as well as the best specimen of the dialect of the period extant. Beow;dj, :
a poem in forty-three cantos, translated into Danish by Dr. Gruntwig, was also |
written it is believed before the time of Bede. Bede himself had written his
Ecclesiastical History ; Alfred had compiled his Code of Laws; and, lastly, the
Scriptures had been translated by the monk Ulphila, so that the foundation of' the
literature of the language was also complete.

But the whole of this, for a time at least, was changed, and a new principle
evolved by the accession of William of Normandy to the throne of England. He
at once abolished the use of the Anglo-Saxon language in all the institutions of the
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" country, and substituted the Norman-French in its place. The vernacular had,
| bowever, been too deeply established, too much integrated with the habits, the
" thoughts, and the necessities of the people, to be destroyed even under the com-
' presion of a tyranmic feudalism ; and it still, therefore, continued the language
| of the country—modified and greatly altered, it is true, and intermixed with
(., many of the terms which constituted portions of the phrases of the Norman no-
)' blesse. The Latin language too, owing to the ritual of the Roman Catholic
| Church, and the studies of some of the best works'in it, had tended much to
.’,' alter the Anglo-Saxon' dialect; so that, when its use was revived in the reign
’ of Heary I11. about the year 1216, it might very properly be termed ENGLISH.
l} S varions and so numerous were the elements which were brought into requisi-
fin to form the English language, that it may be said to be'compounded of one
1 portion or other of every language in Europe. From the Celtic it -derived its
7! aiginal force for the expressions of the feelings of barbaric life; from the Saxon,
. the falness and the copiousness of expression for natural objects; from the pathos
of the Frankish dialect, that tenuitive character which enabled it to express the
~. uieties of conversational phrases; while, directly from the Latin, it had drawn
that grammatical inflection; which, though entirely different from its original type
in appearance, is yet sensibly evident in its essential qualities ; while the permeative
» uature of the Greek had supplied the peculiar energy by which it is distinguished.
! From this point the language of the English'people never deviated from its
" foundation, but still continuing to draw new powers from its former sources, con-
tinued to improve in flexibility, comprehensiveness, and strength, until it attained
itypresent purity and perfection. The process was, however, one requiring cen-
; bwies for its completion, but one which is equally interesting and peculiar, and it
appears both necessary and pleasing to show the states by which it progressed.
Among the earliest of the muniments of English literature is the chronicle of
Robert of Gloucester, supposed to have been written before the year 1278, and
" vhich bears all the marks of the period at which it was written. His production,
. wnd that of Peter Langtoft, were both admirably edited by Hearne, and are invalu-
able a8 relics of the old English language. Robert of Gloucester’s chronicle, which
" wofesses to give a description of Ireland, opens thus:—

« Yrlondi ys aler yt bess withe oute Engelonde,
g The sea goth al abouten hym eke as ich onderstonde.”
| The whole of the poem is singularly quaint in its character, and delightfully inter-
wing as a subject for study, but want of space prevents a longer extract. '
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Peter Langtoft was an Augustine canon of the establishment at Bridlington in .

Yorkshire, and wrote early in the reign of Edward IL. who ascended the throne in
1307. His poem professed to give an account of the expedition of the Earl of

Warren into Scotland against Sir William Wallace; and it is, as will be observed, |

singularly free from the foreign phrases, though with the halting accent of course,
of the periode The poem opens as follows :— ,
¢ Whan 8ir Jon Warene the Soth onderstoode,

That the Wallis gan breune and oste gadred gode,

And went to Straleyne agayne Wallis William ;

Bot the erle withe mykell payne disconfit away raune,

And that was his folie, so long in his bed gan lyge

Untille the Wallis partie had umbelaid the brig,

‘With gavelockes and dartes suilke ere was none sene

Myghte no man departe, ne guide, no go betwene.”

It is curious to compare these specimens with Legamon'’s translation of the  Brute
d’Angleterre,” which is supposed ta have been produced about the close of the

[| twelfth century, and from which the following is an extract:—

¢ Tha the masse was isungen
Of chiracken les thrungen,
The kinge mad his folke
To his mete verde
And muche bis duzeths
Drem was on hirede
The quene an other halve
Hire hereberve isolte
Hes hafde of wif ronne
Wunder are nioni o0.®

It was shortly after the time of Robert of Gloucester that the language began to
settle into its purely English form : there was greater freedom of expression, more
facility for rhythm in the poetry, and a greater approximation to its perfect construc-
tion, as is exhibited in the following extract from ¢ Ellie's Early English Poets,”
which, however, it should be observed, has been greatly divested of ita antique
spelling :—

« Farre in the sea, by west Spain,
Is a londe chote Cockaygne ;
There n's-land under heaven rich,
Of wel of goodness it y-like ;
Though Paradise be merry and bright,
Cochaygne is of a fairer sight.

|

|
i

|
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. ' What is there in Paradise

| But Grass, and Flower, and green rise ?
Though there be joy and great dute,
There n'is meat but fruit ;

There n'is hall, bure, nor bench,

But water mannis thirst to quench.”

Here it will be seen that there is hardly a word which is not of a purely English
character, and that the accent of the rhythm is remarkably well preserved.

The vision of * Piers Plowman,” which was written about 1362 by Robert Lang-
| land, a secular priest, is the next best deserving of especial notice ; and it is observ-
| sble, that although, through the continental wars of Edward IIL, in whose reign he
| lived, there was at the time great intercourse with France, the progress of the
language would seem ratner to intimate that the accessions it had received were
more of a Gaelio than of a Gallic character, although there is a slight intermixture
o corruptions from the latter source, as the following extract will show ;==

% An to the church gan ich God to honourie,
By for the crois on my knees knocked ich my brest, \
Lykinge for my sennes, segginge my paternoster,
4 ‘Weeping and wailing tyl ich was a sleepe ;—
Then mett me moche more than ich by for tolde,
Of the mater that mete fyrst on Malverne Hills,”

Contemporary with Langland, were Chaucer and Wyckliffe, the leaders of theit
| day in poetry and prose. What Dante and Tasso did for the Italian language, and
Froissart for the French, Chaucer did to a great extent for the English--for it is
bardly too much to say, that there is not a word in the old Anglican dislect which
may not be found in Chaucer’s writings, in beautiful as well as most appropriate
we.  He diffused with his poems a taste for poetry, tended greatly by his example
sd influence to promote the peaceful arts, and induced that energizing spirit among
' the better informed men of the day, which ultimately resulted in opening the foun-
' tains of knowledge to the whole body of the people, and led the way to that re-
[ Egious and political freedom, which is the best and most valuable birthright to every
, cve entitled to the name of Briton. The writings of Chaucer were eagerly and
\ extensively read among those who possessed the accomplishment of reading; and
they well deserved such an honour, as will appear from a perusal of the following
bexutifal address to Spring, which is not only a fair evidence of his style, but shows
the language as he used it. It should be observed that, as a general rule, the lines
of the early British poets should be read as they are written, each syllable being

L (<]

——
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pronounced, as is the case in the Latin and Greek classics. The date of this poem
is about the year 1870 :—

¢ Whanne that April with shoures sote,
The droughte of March hath pierced to the rote,
And bathed every veine in swiche licour,
Of which vertue engendred is the flour;
When Zephirus eke with his sote breth,
Enspired hath every holte and hethe,
The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne
Hath in the race his halfe cours yronne ;
And small foules maken melodie,
That sleepen alle night with open eye ;
8o priketh bene nature in his corrages,
Than longen folkes to gon on pilgrimages.”

Contemporary with Chaucer, was one equally remarkable for his attainments and
abilities, and far more distinguished for the qualities of a mighty spirit which he
displayed, and for the effects which he was made the instrument of working. John
‘Wyckliffe, who was born in Yorkshire about the year 1804, soon evinced the
characteristics of his nature, and his capacity for influencing the minds of his
fellowmen. The unflinching boldness with which he preached, and the astonishing
intrepidity which he at all times showed in withstanding, when he thought them
wrong, those to whom position lent power, caused his words to sink deeply into the
hearts and recollections of his countrymen, and therefore largely affected their
‘modes of speech. Among other means to influence them, and expose the ecclesiasti-
cal abuses of the day, he translated a great' portion of the Scriptures, from which,
as a curious example of the dialect of the time, a short extract is inserted from the
seventh chapter of the Book of Acts :—

“This Moises ledde hem out, and dide wondres and signes in Egypt, and in the
Red See, and in the deserte, fourti gheeres. This is Moises that seide to the sones of
Israel, God schal reise to ghou a prophitte like unto mee.”

Much was done during the century-succeeding Wyckliffe's death towards the
improvement of the language, particularly in the early part of it, through the
munificent endowments of William of Wykeham, at Oxford and Winchester, and,
through the effect of his example, in the foundation of colleges and schools, both at
the former of these two places and at Cambridge; while the writings of Sir John
Fortescue, Archbishop Cranmer, Sir T. Elyot, Sir Thomas More, and Roger Ascham,
contributed to secure and diffuse the improvement which had already been attained.
Yet amid the din of theological discussion, and the terrible excitement of polemical
cont.rovers'y, when life and death too often sat upon the result of an argument, or the

emm—

Py —pp———
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tarn of & courtier’s favour, the sweet strains of Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, came

| a yet hardly attained the prime of life, the Hnes which he penned will never perish,
| sod did their useful service in bringing more to a state of perfection the language
!i in which he wrote. He was beheaded for one of those many political offences
! which were ascribed, equally with and without apparent foundation, to every public
| man who had the misfortune to incur the enmity of the minions of Henry VIIL or
| their tyrannical master, and died under the axe, in 1547, when in the thirtieth year
[ of his age. The following sonnet was written as a melancholy memorial of the
| death of his friend, Sir Thomas Wyatt, whose fate he once little expected to expe-
, tence, for few men were more popular in his day :—

|
! N ® Diverse thy death do diversely bemoan,

Some that in preseace of thy livelihed
Lurked, whose breasts eavy with hate had swoln,
[ Yield Cssar’s tears upon Pompeius’ head.

f Beme that watched with the murderous knife,
i With eager thirst to drink thy guiltless blood,

" ‘Whoee practice brake by happy end of life,
! Weep envious tears to hear thy fame so good.®
J

. Awork was at length published which was eminently calculated to be the pre-
. curgor of that which was to be the standard of the English language throughout afl

refreshingly to soothe the spirit; and though his young blood was spilt when he had

' ages This was the translation of the Bible by Miles Coverdale, which first appeared -

| in1532. This edition being rapidly bought up by the Roman Catholic authoritics,
| amother was speedily produced, and almost immediately disseminated, so that one

: great means of diffusing the language in its then comparatively perfect state had
been happily attained; while the discovery and improvement of the art of printing

‘ during the preceding half century, provided the means of preserving what it had

+ ken s0 many centuries to construct; and the English language thence became a

| veritable record of truth in all its branches, both mundane and divine.

! About this time also the study of the learned languages began to be very preva-
hn and, in the year 1501, Dr. Collet appointed William Lily, then the first Greek
" acholar in England, to the head mastership of his new school by St. Paul's Cathe-

" dnl, where the study of the language in which he most excelled was particularly
attended to ; while the same earnestness in cultivating it was evinced at Cambridge,

by Smith, Cheke, and Ascham, through whose labours chiefly the higher classes |

throughout the country became acquainted with the stores of Grecian and Latin
Ikerature,  And richly has the boon then bestowed been returned; for frum that

period we may date an improved mode in the inflection of the language, and an |
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affluent addition to its stores of expression, combined with a large increase of force

and Jonson, and, above all, Shakspeare, required a medium through which to
convey those innumerable impulsive ideas, and those delicate tinges of meaning and
feeling which geniue only can conceive, an instrumentality was amply provided most
aptly fitted for their use; and, truly, rich and noble and splendid are the monu-
ments of intellect which endowments such as few since the creation have been
gifted with, have enabled those wio used the language to leave behind them for
the honour of their country, and for the delight and benefit of mankind.

But another work, nobler even than theirs, was yet to follow—a work which was
to constitute the standard of that language in which are enshrined, as in a temple
worthy of the Divinity from whom it emanated, a countless host of ¢he noblest
thoughts and the brightest scintillations of man’s celestial nature, that ever gleamed
through the human intellect—a language destined to be spoken by the most power-
ful of the nations of the earth—a language to be spoken over a more varied and
extensive surface than any other that has ever been used by mankind—a language
appointed to the high honour of disseminating to the far-off islands of the boundless
ocean, and to the remotest corners of the habitable world, the glad tidings of great
joy contained in that Gospel which has made known to man the glories of their
origin and their destiny, which has opened to us a knowledge of spheres beyond
the sky, and which has brought in every clime the knowledge of life and immor-
tality to light. This work was the authorized translation of THE BIBLE.

If one time for the great undertaking could possibly be more propitious for this
great work than another, it was that in which it was actually executed. The
Reformation had been long enough completed to give to men of learning experience
sufficicnt to enable them to use their emancipated powers wisely and with effect.
Curiosity, interest,and duty combined to urge to the diligent study of languages. The
importance of the trust was fully appreciated. Like Hilkiah, they had found the
law ; and it required the very highest use of all the powers of their native speech
to transcribe it for the hearing of the people. Men most noted for their attain-

ments, their judgment, and their piety, were sclected for the task. They were
divided into sections. Each section took its appointed portion for translation ; and
then, when each individual had performed his task, the whole of the work was com-
pared and revised: and it was not until a manifold judgment had been most
deliberately passed, that even a single sentence was suffered to remain as a portion
of the true version of the Holy Writ. And so they went on, until the whole was
completed : and a monument of genius and carefilness was erected which will last
g0 long as the English language shall endure; and a fountain of knowledge was

in their spirit and meaning. Thus, when the genius of Beaumont and Fletcher,
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opened, out of which countless myrinds have drank the waters of life, to their
present comfort and their everlasting happiness. It is allowed that no work was
ever more admirably performed than that of the Commissioners of James L ; and
whenever the standard of the English language is required, the learned of all sects,
opinions, and degrees, uniformly turn for the resolution of a doubt to the trans-
Iation of the Bible,

The foundation of the numerous schools instituted by royal and private muni-
ficence, during the first half of the sixteenth century, and especially those instituted

- under Edward VL during the progress and completion of the Reformation, bore

ample fruit of the highest character. The emanations of genius which shone out
with such peculiar lustre during the reign of Elizabeth, were admirably seconded
by the efforts of the educated men who had gone through a regular series of
scholastic training ; and who, towards the latter end of the reign of that sovereign,
brought all the appliances of their acquired knowledge, to the dissemination of
general 1deas and principles and the settlement of a regularly-constituted language.
Throughout Europe there was a universal revival of learning. The ancient classics
bad been, to a great extent, recovered. The experience of those who wrote them,
and all the details of the refined ages of antiquity, had been brought into play for
the common benefit. The English colleges were advancing in industry and intelli-
gence, as well as repute ; and the hardy spirit of inquiry, induced by the results of
the civil contest, literary as well as political, had been towards the middle of the
sixteenth century largely invigorative of the old English tongue. Terms appro-
priate to the expression of ideas, whether referential to physical or intellectual
objects, had been abundantly incorporated both from the Latin and the Greek—
the phraseology chiefly from the former, the spirit from the latter, of these two
miversal tongues : and when the galaxy of talent arose at the commencement of
the seventeenth century, to shed lustre on the Augustan age of literature, the com-

~ prehensiveness, the sofiness, and the variety of the national means of expression,

had been so wonderfully increased, that little but technical improvement was either
necessary or desirable. Intercourse with the continent, both during war and in peace,
bhad permeated it afresh, with the subtile energy which distinguished the denizens
of Attica and their neighbouring nations. The labours of the polemical divines,
from 1650 to 1700, had filled the language with full and powerful terms, for which
it had been well prepared by the works of Shakspeare, Jonson, and their contem-
poraries.  Dryden, Addison, Steele, Pope, and their fellows, added the light
artillery of the Belles Lettres, for which the comparatively refined manners of the

. period wrought a convenient facility, and with which they combined that beautiful

finnh—admirably typified in the ad unguam polish of the olden sculptors—which
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was all that was necessary to complete and fit a language for the purposes of the
most highly complex and crnate state of society. There was but one thing wanting,
That was & repository where all these treasures of intellect could be safely deposited,
for the advantage of the existent and the wealth of future generations, That re-
pository was supplied by, whatever may be thought of his style of writing, that
colossus of literature, SAMUEL JoHNsON, who, poor, unaided, and alone, built up
that monument of an imperishable fame, in his Dictionary of the English Language,
in two volumes folio, wherein are exhibited all the vastness of a capacious intellect
and all the resources of a most surprising attainment. With a labour that must have
been. immense, and with a knowledge and' judgment that hardly any other man
possessed, he drew from all their open and secret sources the meaning of the words
of which the English language was composed, and which, for all the purposes of
merely literary communication and moral instruction, might well then be thought
to be complete,

There was, however, another step farther yet to go. When the polemical and
political disputes which had agitated the country were brought to a comparative
close by the Act of Settlement of 1689, men had leisure to turn their attention to
the more peaceful occupations of scientific pursuit. The discoveries of Galileo
had paved the way for a deeper inquiry into the laws and movements of the
physical world than had ever before been attempted, either by the Ptolemies,

Pythagoras, or any of the ancient philosophers ; and when Newton came upon the °

stage of life there was a large space opened for the exercise of his genius. The
wonderful fields explored by his profound researches into nature prompted to new

inquiries, until Linneus in the vegetable kingdom, and Buffon in animated life, -

laid such facts before the public, as required a new nomenclature to render them
intelligible to the community; and as the facts which had to be stated were quite
beyond the range of knowledge, and, consequently, without the means of compre-
hension, possessed by the Anglo-Saxon projectors, there were no roots in the lan-
guage out of which to evolve a series of terms fitted to state the circumstances which
those authors had to communicate; and the Greek and Latin languages were searched,
and searched successfully, to supply the deficiency. The result was, that a set of
compound words were formed, well calculated to express precise ideas of the several
objects of scientific consideration, and singularly indicative of their several natures.
Thus Astronomy, Geography, Botany, and Physiology, obtained their distinctive
terms; and when, through the celebrated philosophers Scheele, Priestley, Dalton,
Davy, Babington, Watt, Saussure, Lyell, De la Beche, and a host of others, the
patent and occult properties and actions of natural bodies had to be designated, the
same course was pursued; and compound terms from both the ancient languages,




ESSAY ON LANGUAGE. I

| -

i bat especially from the Greek—though by whom they were invented can never be
, thoroughly ascertained—have been incorporated, and now form an integral portion
of the English langusge.

Thus has the language of Britain been constituted—a language most beautifully
snd admirably constructed—a language replete with every epithet necessary to
express the utmost variety of simple ideas and objects, as well as the most abstruse
warkings of the mind and the most subtle promptings of the heart; the tongue of
freedom and of truth—a language fitted to amplify as the necessities of mankind
| mey arise—a language, comprising within its scope the elements of all the other
kmnguages of the world, the worthy medium of the noblest sentiments and of the
most magnificent intellects—a language which has met, and is competent to meet,
all ihe exigencics which the requirements of humanity may occasion for the pur-
roscs of :ntcllectual advancement or the benefit of our common existence.

B. O
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A UNIVERSAL ETYMOLOGICAL

AND

PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY

OF THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE,

EMBRACING ALL THE TERMS USED IN ART, SCIENCE, AND LITERATURE.

A,

" AAM—ABACISCUS.

A is the first letter of the English alphabet, as it is

L

«of all ather alpbabets, except the Ethiopic, of which
it is the thirteenth, and the Runic, of which it is the
tenth. The reason of this is probably on account
of its ting the first vocal sound naturally
formed by the organs of speech, uttered by merely
opening the month. The name of the letter is the
swund of ay in day; but it has at least four dis-
tinct sounds :—1. The name or long sound, as in
Sabe, bake, nution. 2. The Italian sound, as in
dr, firmer, fither. 8. The German or broad
{md.,uinéll,bald,hal& 4. The shaut or close
wond, as in man, amalgam. The first three
scunds, when unaccented, are merely shortened in
quantity. The fourth sound, when unaccented,
spproximates in some instances to the sound of %
of ¢ in butter, as in mortar, dollar, &c. In Gram-
mar, 4 s ususlly denominated the indefinite ar-
ticle, because, when placed before a noun, it does
mot particularize. A4 before a vowel, or silent &,
@ changed into am, as, an agreement, an heir;
bat it is not so altered before u long, as that letter
bas the power of the consonant y in you. Itis
piaced before a participle or a participial noun, as,
be is gone @ hunting. When prefixed to mauy or
few, A sometimes implies a whole ber, or an
sggregate of few or many taken collectively. As a
prefix in words from the Greek, it is generally
ivative, a8, achromatic without colour; in which
wse, as well as when an article, it takes n be-
tween it and the following vowel. In Pbarmacy,
4.or A. A., abbreviations of the Greek ana, signify
each, separately, or that things mentioned should
be taken in quantitids of the same measure.
4. A, A., m Cbemistry, stund for amalgam, or
smalgamation. In Commerce, 4. stands for ac-
eepted. A4, in Music, is the nominal of the sixth
note in the natural diatonic scale, called by Guido
k. In Barlesque Poetry, 4 is sometimes used to
lengthen out a syllable without adding to the sense.

For cloves and nutmegs to the lin
And evea for oranges irom China.—.
A

A, smong the ancients, stood as a numeral for
500, and with a dash over it, A, for 5000. In the
Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldee, and Samaritan, it denotes
one, or unity. In the Julian Calendar, 4 is the first
of the seven dominical létters. Among Logicians,
A., a8 an abbreviation, stands for & universal affir-
mative proposition. A. asserts, and E. denies:
thus, in barbara, A4, thrice repeated, denotes so
many of the propositions to be universal. Ameng
the Romans, 4. was used to signify a negative or
dissent. 4. stands for entequo, I oppose or object
to the proposed law. In criminal trials, 4. stood
for absolvo, I acquit. A. D.. anno domini, the
year of our Lord. A. U. C., anno urbe condita,
from the building of the city of Rome. 4. M.
ante meridian, before noon; or artium- magister,
master of arts. 4 has many signifieations in our
old writers and in our provincial dialects, of which
the following are some—ah, e, they, all, on, have,
one, always, yes, even, &c.

AaM,) awm, 5. A Dutch liquid measure, equal to

Aux, 41 wine gallons at Amsterdam, 86} at

AHNM, Antwerp, 38} at Hamburgh, and 89 at |

cculloch.

Frankfort.—Ma

AARONIC, ay-ronik, a. Pertaining to the

AARONICAL, ay-ron‘e-kal, priesthood of Aaron.

AARONITE, aro-nite, s. A descendant of Aaron,
the brother of Moses, who served as & priest at the
sanctuary.— Kitto.

AB, ab, 2. At the beginning of the names of places
generally denotes its connection with an abbey, as
Abbington ; as a prefix of Latin origin, it signifies

Ab is the Hebrew name of father, and that
of the eleventh month of the Jewish ciril year, and
the fifth of the ecclesiastical year, including part
of our July and August. It is the name of the
last summer month in the Syriac calendar.

ABABILO, a-bab’e-lo, s. A fabulous animal mea-
tioned in the Koran, said to have had the feet of
a dog and the beak of a bird.

ABAC18CUS, a-ba-sis’kus, a. In Architecture, the
square rtment of a ic pavement, enolos-

1

t 4




ABACIST—ABASED.

ing s or the entire pattern or design. The term
hgomp:t?’mes used as uylp;:':ymm with abacus.
ABACIST, ab’a-sist, s. (from abacus, Lat.) One
who casts up accounts ; a calculator.
ABACK, a-bak’, ad. (on bec, Sax.) Backwards.
But when they came where thou thy skill didst show,
‘They drew abdacks as half with shame eonlon;d.—

In Architecture, same as abacus; a square sur-
face—(not in use in either of these senses.)

In the centre or midst of the there was an aback,
orlquu,mwmmhelegmmm—&u Jonson.

In Marine language, it denotes the situation of

the sails when pressed back to or against the mast.
Taken aback, is when the sails are carried back
suddenly by the wind. Laid aback, is when the
sails are purposely placed in that situation to give
the ship sternway.
Ani:cm'l,“ .g,..htf 8. A cap of state, wrought up
to the figure of two crowns, and worn anciently
by the kings of England.— Cowel.
ABACTOR, a-bak'tur, s. (Latin; from abigo, to drive
away.) One who feloniously steals or drives away
a herd of cattle, or cattle in considerable numbers.
—An old law term.
ABACTED, a-bak’ted, part. Driven away by violence.
Obeolete. 7

ABACTS, ab’a-kus, s. (Latin; from abez, a slab or

board, Gr.) A counting table, anciently used in
calculations. In Architecture, the upper mem-
ber of the capital of a column, serving as a
crowning both to the oapital and to the whole
column. It is usually aquare, but sometimes
its sides are arched inwards. The nsme is
also given to a concave moulding on the
tal of the Tuscan pedestal, and to the plinth
mwth‘ “d ;
4 ious, the structure and disposition
of the keys of a musical instrument. Addacus
major, & trough used in mines to wash ores in.
Abacus Pythagoricus, the multiplication table, in-
vented by Pythagorus.

ABaD4, ab'a-ds, 5. An Afrisan animal of the deer
or antelope kind.

AB&SUM, a-be'sum, s. The oxide which forms on
the iron of wheels, formerly used as medicine.
ABAFT, a-baft’, ad. or prep. (beaflam, behind, Sax.)
Nar,otutthooumorhinduputofa-hip:
towards the stern, as, abft the mainmast. A4bas?
the beam, is that arch of the horizon which is be-
tween a line drawn at right angles with the keel

point to which the stern is directed.
, ab’a-gun, s&. The name of a fowl in Ethi-

And unboxome
Nouht adaissed to agulte
8o gret was mine herte.—Piers’ Ploughman.

ABAJOUR—ABARTICULATION. ﬂ

In Heraldry, an epithet applied to the wings of
eagles, &c., when the tips droop to the point of
the shield.

ABAJOUR, ab’a-zhoor, s. (French, a skylight.) A
sloping aperture for light or air in a prison or
vault.

ABALIENATE, a-bale’yen-ste, v. a. In Law, to
alienate ; to transfer property from one to another;
to estrange ; to withdraw the affections.—Not
used.

The devil and his deceitful angels do so bewitch them,
l‘ob;ulh-uthe!rmlnh,md trouble their memories—

ABALIENATION, a-bale-yen-a’shun, s. The act of
transferring title to property ; alienation of pro-

perty.

ABAMURUS, a-ba-mu’rus, &. (a3, and murus, & wall,
Gr.) A buttress or spoond wall built to strengthen
another.—Not in use.

ABAXD, a-band', 0. a. (contracted from Abandon.)
To forsake.—Obsolete.

Than which tmmdrhel.;i‘nchnd.

Amvmgummfhmmmww.
ABAXDON, a-ban‘dun, v. a. (abandonner, Fr. abon-

dosare, Ital. abandomar, Span.) To forsake en-

tirely ; to renounce; to leave with a view never to
return; to resign or yield up, as, to abandon the
cares of empire— Gibbon; to give up or resign
without control, as, to abandon oneself to sorrow.

In Marine Insurance, to relinquish all claim to a

ship or goods insured, as a imi towards

recovering for a total loss;—s. one who totally
deserts or forsakes—(obsolete) ; -
A frisr, an adandon of the world.—Sir K. Sandys.

a relinquishment.—Not used.

Those heavy exactions have cocasioned an adandon of
all mines but what are of the richer sort.—Lord Kames.
ABANDONED, a-ban‘dund, a. Given up, as to &

vice; extremely wicked ; sinning without restraint.
ABANDONEE, s-ban-don-¢/, s. In Law, one to

whom anything is abandoned.
ABANDONER, a-ban’dun-ur, s. One who abandons, [

deserts, or forsakes.

ABAXDONING, a-ban’dun-ing, s. Abandonment.

And unnatural abandoning of life.— Bp. Hall,

ABANDONMENT, a-ban’dun-ment, s. (abandonnement,
Fr.) The act of abandoning; state of being
abandoned.

ABANDUN, 3-ban’dum, s. In Law, anything in &
state of sequestvation or forfeiture.

ABANGO, a-ban'go, 5. The Ady, a species of palm-
tree, a native of the West Indies. It yields a
Juioe which, when fermented, is used as a bever-

age.
ABANNITION, a-ban-nish’an, s. (aBawnitio, Lat.) A
banishment for one or two years for manslaughter.
An:-:‘l:t o, baj perforating
STON, a-bap-tis'tun, s. The
part of the trephine, & surgical instrament used in
trepanning.
ADARE, a-bare’, 0. a. (aborias, Sax.) To make
bare ; to nncover.—Obsolete.
ABARRE, a-bdr, v. a. To prevent; to hinder.—
Obsolete.
'l'hei thus adarred from to assaile
tha were approaching

ABARTICULATION, ab-dr-tik-u-la’shun, & (ab, and
articulus, a joint, Lat.) In Anatomy, that kind
of structure of the joints which admits of manifest

—




ABAS—ABATIS.

ABATOIR—ABBREVIATOR.

cmm It is likewise called diar-

hn,s-ba’c. Ameaght,leuono-ughth
of the European carat.

Anase, s-baze’, v. a. (abaisser, from bas, low, or
the bottom, Fr. basis, Gr. snd Lat.) To lower;
to depress—(not used in this sense) ;

Sosa hdudhl.lhme him that had
-nl":'&dhu, m

to cast down; to brmg low, to humble.

Babold every one that is proud, and abase him.—Jod xl.
ARAsED.—Ses Abaissed.

ABASEMEXT, a-baze’ment, s Thoutoflmmblmg
cbmpnglow the state of being brought low;
ion ; degradation.

There is an edasement because of glory ; and there is
fhat Kfteth up his head from a low estate.—Eccles. xx.11.
Aasg, a-bash’, v. a. (etymology uncertain, prob-

ublyﬁm-bcw.wdepma.lﬁ- Webster gives

bosk, to be confounded or ashamed, Heb. and

M) To pat into coufusion through shame, by

exciting suddenly a sense of inferiority, error, or

Az‘:.ab' 8. A silver coin of Persia,
Ansasms, ab'as-sis, warth twowmoudh, 1;1
valent to ing. It

lnmalhdﬁ:?shmnq'mgm struek in the reign
of Schah Abbas IL, king of Persia.— Encyc. Metr.

Anasmugr, s-buhment, s Confusion through
shame ; causs of confasion.

Anm a-ba’ta-bl, a. - That may be abated, as
= edatable writ or nuisance.

Asarz, s-bate’, 2. a. (abattre, to beat down, Fr. aba-

&, Span. Satiere, abattere, Ital) To beat down ;

to pall down ; tod-hvyinmymmnc,tolm,

to diminish ; to moderate, as, to abate pride; to

mqtouhupnnmm to overthrow ;

fosnmul; to remit, as, to abate a tax ;—v. n. to
decreass or grow less in strength or violence, as,
thtu'mqbda to fail ; bbodd'eaud,u,l
In Law, to enter into a freehold
death of the last occupant, and before
ir or devisee takes possession. In Horse-
to perform well a dowaward motion : a
nmdtodau,orhkedown his curvets,
when, working upon curvets, he puts both his hind
iegs to the ground at once, and observes the same
exactness in all the times.

ARATEMEET, a-bate’'ment, s. The act or state of
; the sum or quantity taken away by the
act of abating ; diminution ; mitigation, as of pain
or grief. In Law, overthrow; failure or defeat,
28 the adafement of & writ ; the entry of a stranger
inte a freebold, after the death of the tenant, be-
fare the heir or devisee. In Heraldry, a mark of
disbonour ia & coat of arms, by which its dignity
8 debased for some stain on the character of the
wearer.  In Commerce, the name sometimes given
to discount for prom) gpaymcnt it is also used
% express the ded that is sometimes made at
the custom-house from the duty chargeable on
such goods as are damaged.

Amares, a-ba'tur, s. The person or thing that

Epa
]

lg'f-e

f

An‘l‘u. lb'»hl, or.-h«-te’ s. (French.) In For-
tiieation, piles of trees, or branches of trees,
ulw,mdhdmththurpoinhoutwmb,

and placed in front of ramparts, to prevent assail-
ants from mounting the walls.

ABATOIR, ab’a-twawr, s. (French.) A general
slaughter-house for cattle.

ABATOR, a-ba'tur,s. A who enters into s
freehold on the death of the last possessor, before
the heir or devisee.—Blackstone.

ABATTUTA, a-bat-ti'ta, 5. (Italian. ) A word used
in music-books after a break, to denote that the
ﬁmeofany'pleeeutobebuten as before,

ABATUDE, ab’a-tude, s. (from Abate.) Anything
diminished.

ABaTURES, sba-turze, s (French.) The grass
trodden down by a deer in passing.

ABAWMN, a-bawm’, &. A species of red clay.—Not

used.

ABAX, ab’aks, s. (Greek, a slab.) A genus of Cole-
opterous insects : Family, Carabide.

ABB, ab, 2. An old name for the warp of & weaver'’s
web,  Abb-wool, among Clothiers, the warp or
longitudinal fibres of a woven fabric.

ABBA, ab’ba, 5. (Syriac and Chaldes.) Father. In
the Syrian, Coptic, and Ethiopic church, a title
given to the bishops; the bishops bestow the
title, by way of distinction, on the bishop of Alex-
andria.

ABBACY, abba-se, s. The rights, diguity, and office
of an abbot.
ABBATIAL, a-ba'shal, a. (French.) Belonging to an

ABBE, ;b‘bcy, s. (French.) An abbot; more com-
monly an ecclesiastic having no assigned duty or

dignity.

AsnsEss, nb’bes, s. (abbesse, Fr. abbatissa, Lat.) The
superior or governess of & nunuery or convent.

ABBEY, sb'be, a. A monastery of religious person:
whether men or women; the church nttacbed or
that was attached to an abbey. Auey-lubber [
name given to monks in contempt for their idle
habits, or to persons who subsisted on the donations
of monasteries, instead of supporting themselves by
industry.

ABBOT, abbot, 8. The superior of & monastery or
convent. There are various kinds of abbots—as,
buhop abbots, whose abbeys have been erected
into bhhoprlel cardinal abbots, those who are
also cardinals; mmaldatory abbots, or bishops
in eommendam, who are seculars, performmg no
spiritual office; croziered abbots, such as bear the
crozier or staff; mitred abbots, mcmgnorgenenl
abbots: they are called mitred from the mitre
which they wore; secondary abbots, the same as
priors; and reyulor abbots, real monks who have
taken the vow and wear the habits. Abbot of
misrule, or, in Scotland, ebdof of uareason, a per-
son who superintended the diversions of Christmas,
otherwise called the lord of misrule.

ABBoTsHIP, ab’bot-ship, s. The stata of an abbot.

ABBREVIATE, ab-bre've-ate, v. a. (abbreviare, Ital.
abbreviar, Span. abbrevio, from brevis, short, Lat.)
To shorten by contracting 'the parts; to cut short;
to abridge ;—s. an abridgment. In Mnthlmlﬁa,
to reduce fractions to the lowest terms.

ABBREVIATED, ab-bre've-ay-ted, a. Shortened. In
Botany, sn abbreviated perianth is shorter than
the tube of the corolla.

ABBREVIATION, ab-bre-ve-a'shun, s. The act of
shortening ; a contraction, as gent. for gentleman ;
the reduction of fractions to their lowest terms.

ABBREVIATOR, ab-bre've-ay-tur, . (abbrevl'a;ar,
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I-‘r.) Oane who abbreviates or abridges. Abbre-
viators is the name given to se\enty-two persons in
-the chancery of Rome, whose duty is to draw up the
Pope's bulls, and reduce petitions, when granted,
to a due form for bulls.

ABBREVIATORY, ab-bre've-a-tur-e, a. That shortens
or abbreviates; contracting.

ADBREVIATURE, ab-bre've-a-ture, &. A mark or
letter used for shortening; an abridgment.

A-B-C, ay be se. The first three letters of the
nlphabet, used for the whole alphabet.

To walk alone like one that has the pestilence, to sigh
like & boy.-that has lost his 4-B-C, to weep hke a young
wench that has buried her gnndam —Shaks.

A, B, C-book, a catechism, hom-book, or primer,

used for te:ching children the first rudiments of

reading; sometimes the alphabet in general.
Then comes question like an A-B-C-book.—Shaks.

ABDALAVI, ab-da-la’vi,&. The Egyptian melon.

ABDALS, ab’dals, s. The name of certain funatics

" in Persia, who, in excess of zeal, sometimes ran

-into the streets, and attempted to kill all they met

. who were of a ditferent religion : when killed in
such sallies, they were by the vulgar considered as
martyrs.

ABDERITE, ab’der-ite, s. An inhabitant of Abdera,
s maritime town in Thrace. Democritus is so
called from being a native of this place. As he was
disposed to -laugh. much, foolish or incessant is
called alderian iughter

ABDEST, ab'dest, s. Purification ; a Mohammedan
rite.

ABDEVEUM, ab-de’ve-um, s.
twelfth house in & scheme of the heavens.

ABDICANT, ab'de-kaunt, a. Abdicating; renouncing.

ABDICATE, ab'de-kate, v. a. (abdico, Lat.) In a
general sense, to relinquish, renounce, or abandon ;
to abandon an office or trust, without a formal
resignation to those who conferred it, without
their t; also, to abandon a throne without
a legal surrender of the crown; to relinquish an
office before the expiration of the time of service ;
to reject ; to renounce; to abandon, as a right;
to cast away. In the Civil Law, to disclaim a son,
and expel him from the family; to disinberit
during the life of the futher ;—v. n. to renounce ;
to abandon ; to cast off; to relinquish power or
trust, as a right.

Though & king may abdwau lor his own person, he
cannot abdi r the

ABDICATION, ab-de-ka shun, s. The act of abdi-
cating ; resignation of office; a casting off; a
rejection.

Utter, final, irreversiblo addication.— Hammond.

ABDICATIVE, ab’de-kay-tive, a. Causing or imply-
ing abdication.

ABDITIVE, ab'de-tiv, a. (abdo, I hide, Lat.) Hav-
ing the quality. of hiding.

ABDITORY, ab’de-tur-e, s. A place to hide goods
or money in.

ABDOMEN, ab-do’men, s. (Latin, from abdo, I hide,
and omentum?) The lower venter or belly, or
that part of the body eituated between the thorax
and-the pelvis. In Insects, the lower part of the
animal united to the corslet by a filament.

ABDOIINAL, ab-dom ln-nl a. Relatmg to the

inal ring, or Inguinal ring, an
oblong tendmons ring in both gl'olns, through
which the spermatic cord in men,and the round

In Astrology, the | good

ABDOMINALES, ab-dom-in-a’les, In Ichtby-

Anoomxn.s, ab-dom’in-als, ology, & name
- given by Linnmus to a class of fishes who Lave
the ventral fins placed behind the pectoral, asin
the salmon, pike, mullet, herring, and carp.

ABDOMINOUS, ab-dom’in-us, @, Pertaining to the
abdomen : having a large belly.

ABDUCE, ab-duse’, v.a. (abduco, ab and duco, I
lead, Lat.) To draw one part from another; to
draw to a different part.

ABDUCENT, ab-du’sent, a. Having the property of
drawing back or away, as the abducent muscles
which operate in drawing back, separating, or open-
ing those parts of the body in which they are

* inserted: they are called abductors, and act m

PP ition to abds les or abduct

ABDUCTION, ab-duk’shun, s. (abductio, th.) A
leading away. In Logic, a conclusion from pre-
mises of which the minor is doubtful In Law,
the felonious carrying off of a child, 2 ward, or
wife, &c., either by fraud, personation, or open
violence.

ABDUCTOR, ab-duk’tur, s. In Anatomy, a muscle
which serves to draw back the parts to which it is
attached ; ome who leads away; one guilty of
abduction.

ABEAR, a-bare, v. a. (abearan. Sax.) To bear; to |
bebave; to conduct one’s self.—Obsolete.

Thus did the gentle knight himself abeare,

Amongst that rusticke rout in all his eeds —8penser.
ABEARANCE, a-ba’rans, s. Behaviour.—Obeolete.
The other species of gni with ies is for

absarance or good behaviour.—Blacksione. )

ABEARING, a-ba’ring, s. Same as abearance.—Ob-
solete.

Not to be released till they & d
good abearing.—Lord Herders.
ABECEDARIAN, ay-be-se-da’re-an, s. (from the first

four letters of the alphabet.) One who teaches or

is learning the alphabet.

Abecedarian, one that teacheth or learneth the crosse
row.—2Minsheu.

ABCEDARY, ay-be-se'da-re, a. Alphabetical.

ABED, a-bed’, ad. In bed, or on bed.

It was & shame for them to mar their complexions;
yes, and conditions too, with long lying abed.—Sidney.

ABELE-TREE, abeel-tre, s. The white poplar,

Populus albus.

ABELIANS, ay-be’le-ans, } s. In Eoclesiastical His-

ABELITES, a'bel-it.se, tory, an African sect
who after, marriage, lived in continence, after the

nth tended, of Abel, and attempted
to maintain t.he “sect by Adoptmg the children of
others.

ABELMOSK, abel-mosk, s. The plant Hebiscus
abelmoschus, or Syrian Mallow, & native of the
East Indies, now constituted inio the genus
Abelmoscbus.

ABER. A Celtic prefix to the names of many
places, which imports that they are situated at the
mouth of & river, as Aberdeen.

ABERDEVINE, ab’er-de-vine, 8. The bird Cardulis
spinus of Cuvier, and Fringilla ligurina of Ran-
zani, sometimes called the Sisken, a well-known
songbird, which has a great resemblance to the
green variety of the Canary bird.

ADERRANCE, a-ber'rans, | s (aberrans; abervo, 1

ABERRANCY, a-ber'an-se, wander from, Lat.)

8

for their

ligaments of the uterns in women pass.
4

A deviation from the right way; ﬁguntively, a
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| duviation frem truth; an error; a mistake; a
false opinion. .

' ABERRANT, a-ber'rant, a. Wandering; straying

«  from the right way.

' Annmou, ab-er-a’shun, s. (French; aberratio,
Lat) The act of deviating from the right or
common tract. In Astronomy, a change in the
position of the fixed stars, arising from the pro-

|  grewive motion of light, combined with the anrual
motion of the earth, by means of which they
sppear twenty lecdhdl distant from their true

. position. In Optics, a certain deviation from the

| true geometrical focus of refraction in curved

j. specula or lenses. Crown of aberration, & lumi-
nous circle snrrounding the disk of the sun, de-

|/ peoding on the aberration of its rays, by which its

| dismeter is enlarged.

ABERRING, a-ber’ring, pres. part. Going astray.
Of the verbaberr, I have found no enmple.——T odd.

Divers were out in their account, a several ways
from the true and just account.—Browa's Vulg. Errors.
ABERRUNCATE, ab-er-rungk’ate, v.a. (arerrunco,
| Lat) To pull up by the roots; to extirpate
| uttedy.

ABET, a bet’, 0. a (betam, to make better; to
| wmend, to kindle, Sax.) To encourage by aid or
| ceuntenance.
| They ebetted both parties in the civil war.—Addison.
|| In Law, to incite, encourage, or aid fo the com-

mission of an unlawful action;—s. the act of
abetting or assisting.

| Lo! faitour, there thy meade unto thee take

The meede of thy mischalenge and adet.— Spenser.

ABETMENT, a-bet'ment, s. The act of nbemng.

| Altrrn, a-bet'tur,s. One who abets, incites,
aids, or encourages another to com-
mt aime.

| ABEVACUATION, ab-e-vak-u-a'shun, s. (ab and
; ewacsation.) A partial evacuation of the humours
. of the body.
| ABETASCE, a-ba'ans, . a. (abbaiance, in expecta-

tion, Norm.) In expectation or contemplation—

' alawterm. The right of fee simple lieth in abey-
ance, whea it is only in the remembrance, intend-
weat, and consideration of the law. The frank

I tesement of the glebe of the parsonage is in no
man during the time that the parsonage is void,

" betisin abeyance.— Cowel.
', ABGREGATE, ab’gre-gate, v. a. (abgrego, Lat.) To
' separate from a berd or flock. —Not ased.

' ABSREGATION, ab-gre-ga’shun, s. Separation from a

| hend or flock.—Not used.

. Ansom, ab-hawr, ¢. a. {abkorreo; ab and horreo,
1 tremble with fear or hurror, Lat. It expresses

| that of horror as to cause the hair to stand
omead) To hate extremely; to .loathe; to de-
text ; to abominate; to disdain; to neglect.
Mh‘mdapumaw"ﬁm:ﬂncﬂonof

the afflicted — Py. xxli. 24

Anolmcx. ab-hawr’rens, l s. The act of

Allou.xxcr, ab-hawr’ren-se, )  ablorring; ex-
treme avenion; detestation.

' ARBHORREXT, ab-hawr’ rent, a. Struck with abhor-
remce: loathing ; odious ; contrary to, inconsist-
est with ; it is followed by to, from is improper.

Why then these foreign thoughts of state )]

Aliorvest te your function and your breeding ?—Dryden.

, ABBORRENTLY, ab-hawr’rent-le, ad. In an ab-

: manner.
'. AmEORRER ab-hawr’rur, s.  One who abhors.

P —

ABHORRING, ab-hawrriug, s. Object of abhor-
reunce.

Their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be
quenched; and they shall be an adhorring unto all flesh.
—Isaiah 1xvi. 24,

ABIA, 2-bi'a, 5. A genus of Hymenopterous insects,
inhabitants of the furze and alder.

ABIB, ab’ib, s. (Hebrew, a full ear of corn.) The
first month of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, called
also Nisan, answering to the latter part of March
and beginning of April, so called from wheat at-
taining its full growth in the ear at that time of
the year.

ABIDE, a-bide’, v. n. (abidan, Sax.) To stayin a
place; to dwell; to remain without decay; to
remain immovable ; to continue in the same
state ;

There can be no study without time; and the mind
must abide and dwell upon things, or be s stranger to the
inside of them.—SoutA.

—v. a. to wait for; to support or erdure ;
Ah me! they little know
How dearly I abide that boast 80 vain.—JMilton.

to bear without aversion ;

Thou canst not adide Tiridates; this is but love of thy-
self —Shaks. .

to endure without oﬂ'onoe. anger, or ocontradiction,
a3, I cannot abide his imper ‘When neut.
abide is followed by in or at before the place, and
by with before the person, as, abide at Jerusalem ;-
while in this land, abide with me, Abide for,
wait for. To abide by, to adhereto ; to defend, or
to suffer the consequences, as, to abide by the
event.

ABIDER, a-bi'dar, . One who dwells or remains in
a place.—Littlo used.

He uld they (soldiers) were masters of war, and orna-_
ments of ﬁ‘“ speedy goers, and strong abiders, tri-
nmplnnt in camps and courts.—&8idney, D¢f. of

Anmn!e, a-bi‘ding, s. Continuance; fixed stay; -
Our days on the earth are as a shadow, and thers is.

noae abiding.—1 Chroa. xxix. 15.

—a. contmmng permanent, as an abiding plaoe.
Abiding by, in Scotch law, is in an action of redue-.
tion, where the main reason of reduction is forgery or
‘alsehood ; or in any other action, where either
party founds on & deed or writing to which the
objection of fulsehood or furgery is preponed either
by way of action or of exception, the party found-
ing on the deed may be required by his adversary
to abide byt : that is, to declare officially that he.
abides by the deed or writing challenged or ob-
Jjected to as true and genuine.—Bell.

ABIDINGLY, a-bide’ing-le, ad. In a manner to con-
tinue permanently.

ABIES, ab'e-is, s. (Latin, a fir-tree.) A geous of
Conifcrous trees: type of the suborder Abietes.
It embraces the silver, spruce, and lurch firs and
other species, formerly classed in the genus Pinus:
Order, Pinaces.

ABIKTEE, a-be-et’e-e, s. The name given by Lind-
ley to a suborder of the Pi , or Conifers. It
includes those -genera which have the ovules in-
verted, and the pollen oval and curved—the sub-
order Cupresse baving the ovules erect, and the
pollen spheroidal.

ABIETIC, a-be-etik, a. Pertaining to the fir.
Abietie acid, a resin obtained from the Pinus abies
of Linnseus.

| ABIETINE, ab-e-e-ti'ne,s. A name given by Eioh—
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ard to the coniferous trees included in the Abietess
of Lmdley,—wluch see.
ABIETINE, a-bi‘e-tine, s. (abies, the fir-tree, Lat.)
A resinous substance obtained from Strasburg
turpentine.
ABILGAARDIA, a-bil-gard ‘e-a, #. (in honour of Pro-
fessor Abilgaard of Copenhagen.) A genus of
plants: Order, Cyperaces.
ABILITY, a-bil'e-te, s. (habilitd, Fr. abilita, Ital
Aabilitas, Lat.) The power to do anything, whe-
ther depending upon skill, riches, strength, or any
other quality; force of nndet’t:*dmg, mental
er. A denotes er to perform; oapacily,
;:et to mve. In lt,::plnnl, abilities denotes
mental faculties, natural or scquired.
ABINTESTATE, ab-in-test’ate, a. (ab and intestatus,
dying without a will, Lat.) In Civil Law, in-
heriting from a person who died without having
made a will
Aspyxcr, abjekt, a. (abjectus, cast away, Lat.)

Sunk to a degraded position ; literally, cast out

of society— henoe, mean ; w ; base; gro-
velling ;

1 was at first as other beasts

The trodden herb Wﬁm;hu low.— Milton.

—¢. & man without hope ; & person of the lowest
condition, and despicable.

mmmwwthmsdmmthum
me.—.

ABJECT, ab-jekt/, v.a. To throw away; to cast
out; to throw down.

The damsell nnl;ht went, as she was

Unto the rocks; and there, upon the soyle

Having herself In wretched wize abjected,

Gan weepe and wayle.—Spensor.

ABJECTEDNESS, ab-jek’ted-nes, s. The state of an
abject.

Our Saviour sunk himself to the bottom of abfectednase,
to exalt our condition to the contrary extreme.—.Bogia.
ABJECTION, ab-jek'shun, s. State of belng cast
away or lost; meanness; waot of spirit; ser-
vility ; bucneu.

ABJECTLY, ab’jekt-le, ad. In a low, mean, or ser-
vile manner.

ABJUDICATE, sb-joo'de-kate, v. a. (abjudico, Lat.)
To deprive any one of anything by a judicial sen-
tence.

ABJUDIOATION, ab-joo-de-ka’shun, s. The act of
abjudmhng —Not used.

ABJUGATE, sb’j te, 0. a. (abjugo; ab and jugo,
to yoke, Lat.) ?o unyoke ; to u:woupls.—Not

Amu'nox, ab-joo-ra’shun, s. (abjuratio, Lat.)
The act of abjaring ; the oath taken for that end ;
a rejection or solemn denial, or total alnndonment,
as an abjuration of heresy. Am abjuration of the
realm, is & renunciation upon oath which a person
makes to leave the realm for ever. By the ancient
common law of England, if a person guilty of any

- felony, excepting sacrilege, fled to a parish church
or churchyard for sanctuary, he might, within forty
days after, go clothed in sackcloth before the
coroner, confess the full particulars of his gnilt,
and take an oath to abjure the kingdom for ever,
or not to return without the king’s license. ~ Ouath

an oath asserting the title of the
present royal family to the crown of Enghnd
and expressly disclaiming nny right to it by the

ABJURATORY, ab-joo’ra-tur-e, a. Containing sbfa-

ration.
ABJURE, ab-joor’, v. abjuro; ad and
nm,al;ﬁw‘r:tmmm ¢ upon oath ; tolﬁ:da
to to
:llm; to renonnce n:i:h so.lmi!ywha: :,.2“‘%
errors ; to recant or retract ;

%pﬂt mysel‘fnt: thy direction, hore

ns, mine own detraction, abjure,
Tlul:(.:umdbhnul laid upon myself —8haks.
to banish.—Obsolete in thissense,

Whereby he hoped the queen to have Wag’;;‘“
ABJUREMENT, ab-joor'ment, s. Renunciation.

Suchdmuthuomvenmtn th‘eﬁdl.b

expl-ted with timely abjurement.—Jc

An.mnln. a2 rur, &. One who abjures.

ABLACTATE, ntolak’ute, v.a. (ablactn, to wean, Lat.)
Towem:lwm the breast,—a word given by Dr.
Johnson without quoting any suthority.

ABLACTATION, ab-lak-ta’shun, s. (ab and lacto, to
suckle.) Cessation from suckling as regards ‘the
mother, and thus distinguished from weaning on
the part of the child.—Pulmer. Among ancient
Gardeners, & method of grafting, in which the acion
was not separated from the parent stock till it was
firmly united to that in which it was inserted.

The process is now termed grafting by approach,

or snarching.

ABLANIA, lb-hu-l,a.(ﬁvm -ablani, the
name given to A. Guianensis by the Indians of
Guiana.) A genus of plants, consisting of trees,
natives of Guiana : y Tilincess,

Anuquunon, ab-lak-we-a’shun, & (ablo -
tio; ab and lagquear, a roof or covering, Lat.) A
lnym bare the roots of trees, in order to expose
them to the action of air and water.

ABLATION, ab-la’shun, s. (ablatio, a taking away,
Lat) A carrying away. In Surgery, separation

ormnovdofapnrt,hmb,ortnmm.bymdent
or surgical operation, from the animal body.—

Palmer. In Chemistry, the removal of whatever

is finished or no longer necessary.

ABLATIVE, sbla-tiv, a. (ablatif, Fr. ablativas, Lat.) .
Tnhnog away ; applied in Grammar to the sixth

Latin nouns, which im carrying away

orhnkmgﬁm Abh&uaboo&zhwhm.md
in that case is independent, in construction of the

rest of the sentence.

ABLAZE, a-blaze’, ad.  On fire; in & blaze.—Ob-

ABLE, :’bl, a. (abal, strength, Sax. Aabilis, Lat.)

Having competent ofpower or wmgrh;.mlboﬁlv or
mental ; strong menta! ties or
mullemmwnq natural or aoquired ;
possessed of sufficient wealth or means; h.vmg
competent strength ; fit; ; baving suffi-
aentknowledgeorskﬂl,a&, is able to read
Holmw, or, is she able to playon the harp ? hav-
ing the natural or requisite qualifications, as, not
to be able to succeed to an inheritance, through
insanity or bastardy ;—o.a. to make able.—Ob-
solete as a verb.
God tokeneth and assi, the tim them to
e snath 68, abling
Able-bodied, Iuvmg a body fit for service. Able-
seaman, one qualified to discharge the dutics of a
sailor.

deaoendmts of the Pretender.

Am.uun, sble-gate, v. a. (ablego, Lat.) To send
d on some legation.—Seldom used.
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ABLRGATION, ab-lo-ga’shun, s. (from Ablegate.)
The act of sending abroad ; a legation from home.
—Seldom nsed.

AsLzGMINA, sb-leg’'me-na, . (Latin.) In Anti-
quity, those choice parts of the entrails of the vic-
tims which were set apart and offered to the gods.
Amxy, ablen,) 5. A name given in some places
i ofEnghndhthe Bleak, & small
M'deﬁlh.lmm.d

Amzxzss, a’bl-nes, s Abimyd‘bodyormmd
l vigeur; force ; eapebility.

Sufiicient ebisnces to strike.—SAeidon.

AxrLxrsy, ablep-se, s. (ablepsia, Gr.) Blindness;
unsdvisedness. — Cockeram.
| Alqurl, able-gate, v.a. (ablu'go, Lat.) Totisup

Aumo:. ab-le-gur-ish’ }
ABLIGURTY, able-gur-e, h&) Pro-
f-uupad;hnonmntnddmk.—Notmd.
| Ablgury, spending in belly cheere.—Minshou.
' Asuiws, a'blins, ad. Peradventure; perhaps;
ibly.—Undinthnotﬁ,mdinSeoﬂnnr P
AmLOCATE, ablo kate, v. a. (abloco, Lat.) To let
l ot on bire.—Not used.
llmno:.-b-lo-h’ehnn,a. A letting out on hire.
| AmuD®, ab-lode’, 0. a. (abludo, ab and udo, 1
play, Lat.) Literally, to play from, or to be out of
tase ; henee to differ, or to be unlike.—Not used.
l’ AxzTENT, abloo-ent, @. (ablwo, ab and w0 1 wash
sway, Lat) Clesnsing;—s. an abstergent,—
which see.

AsLvTiON, ab-leo’shun, .  The act of cleansing or
washing, with water oc other fluid, part or whole of
the body;
i Thare fs s nataral between the adlution of the
{ bady amd the partScation of the soul.—By. Teylor.
the water used in washing.
'ﬂdhythhhyv.vu,thoplom
he mal
Are cesnsed, and mmm:“ﬂm

l In Chamistry, the puriication of bodies by the
offusien of water or other fluid. In Medicine, the
of the body externally, as in baths; or
H-ndly.-bydﬂnhngﬁmds
, ab-loo’ve-un, s. (abino, I wash away,
Lat) That which is washed off.
i Asy, able, ad. In an able manner; with great

Alluu'x. ab’ne-gate, v. a. (abnego, I deny, Lat.)

Yo damy; to renounce.
h:-unw, sb-ne-ga’shun, 5. A denial; renun-
cintion,

{
i
+

a2 e princns o of vt relglon they thatts
f : &md:ﬁﬂqmymﬁo

ANNEGAYOR, ab'ne-gay-tur, . Ons who denies,
rmsunces, or opposes anythi

.ilnoxun,.b'm-dau,v a. (abrodo, ab and nodus,
.[ nh‘,m) To cut knots from trees.—Seldom

.Ammo: ab-no-da’shun, s. The act of cutting

* knets off tress.— Seldom unsed.

-y ytimilpgg o bt v
sorma, a s
to rule ; deformity. 7

ABOARD, s-borde’, ad. On board, in a ship, ves-
sel, or boat. 7o go on board, to embatk; to go
in a ship. 7o fall aboard, to strike the side of
another vessel. Aboard maim tack, an order to
draw a corner of the mainsail down to the chess-
tnio. Aboard, to approach near the shore.—QOb-
solete.

Evmtothanrgeofgold. M%m)

ABODANCE, a-bo’dans, s. An omen.—Qbsolete.
An ill abodance.~Dr. Jackson.
ABODE, a-bode’. Pret. of the verb to abide;—s. habi-
tation; dwelling; residence; stay; continuance in

a place.

Sweet friends, your patience for abode:
Not I, bntmyu&ll:- bave mnd-‘;w t.—&haks.
To make abode, to dwell; to reside;—v. a. to
foreshow ;

the hideous storm tbu follo"d, was
inspired; and, not consulting, broke—
Bmh nto & gcnor-l prophecy, that tempest,
Dashing the garment of this peace,
The su of it.—Shaks.
ABODEMENT, a-bode’ment, s. An ominous anti-
cipation ; an omen.
——Tush, man! abodements must not now affright ns.—

ABODING, 8-bo’ding, s. Presentiment; prognosti-

cation.

ABOLETE, ab’o-lete, s. (abolitus, Lat.) Obeolete;
out of use; not

AsBoL1sH, a-bol'i ish, v. a. (aboleo, ab and oleo, olesco,
I grow, Lat. abolir, Fr.) To abrogate, annul, or
make void, as apphed to law or institutions; to
destroy or put an end to.

More deshofd than they,
‘We should be quite abolisA'd and expire.—~XNilion.

ABOLISHABLE, s-bolish-a-bl, a. That may be
abolished, destroyed, or annulled.

ABOLISHER, 8-bolish-ur, s. One who abolishes or
abrogates.

ABOLISHMENT, a-bolish-ment, 2. The act of abol-
ishing ; state of being abolished; abrogation ; de-
struction.

ABOLITION, sb-o-lish'un, 5. The act of abolishing;
state of being abohshed lbrogahon an annulling
of laws, decrees, ordlmnoea, rites, customs, &o.;
putting an end to slavery; negro emancipation.

ABOLITIONISM, ab-o-lish'un-izm, &. The principles
of an abolitionist.

ABOLITIONIST, ab-o-lish’un-ist, s, Ome who advo-
cates the immediate emancipation of slaves.

ABOLLA, a-bol'la, &. In Antiquity, a kind of mili-

tary garment worn by the Greeks and Romans.

ABOMA, a-bo'ma, s A ‘large serpent, a native of
the morasses and fens of Sonth America.

ABOMASUM, &-bo-ma’ oum,} s, (abomasum, from ab

ABOMASUS, a-bo-ma’sus, and omasum, Lat.)
The fourth stomach of ruminating animals, and of
the herbivorous Cetacee.

ABOMINABLE, 2-bom’e-na-bl, a. (abominabilis, Lat.)
Hateful ; detestable; loathsome; unclean.

unclean
be cut off

The soul that shall touch an:
unclean thing, even that soul
people.—Lev. vil. 21

In low and ludlcrou language, abominable implies

loose and indeterminate censure.

They say you are a melancholy fellow.—I am so. Ido
love it better than laughing.—Those that are in extrem-
ity of either are alominadls fello ndhomyﬂnn—
seclves to every censure, worse than ks

or any
his




[ ABOMINABLENESS—ABOUND.

ABOUNDING—ABRADE.

ABOMINABLENESS, a-bom’e-na-bl-nes, s. The state
or quality of being odious, hateful, or loathsome.
ABOMINABLY, a-bom-in‘a-ble, ad. Very odiously;
detestably ; sinfully;
xxl.Ah‘b did very abominably in following idols.—1 Kings

In vulgar language, extremely ; exeemvely,

Your servants are t
cheat you adominably.— Arduthsot.

ABORD, a-borde’, s. (French.) Address; saluta-
tion.
Your abord was too cold and uniform.—Lord Chesterfleld.
—v. a. to accost.—Not used.
ABOREA, 8-bore-a, 8. A species of duck, Anas
aborea, or Black-bellied whistling Duck. Colour
reddish-brown ; crested ; belly spotted with black
and white.
ABORIGINAL, ab-o-rij’e-nal, a. (ab, and origo,
origin, Lat.) Primitive; first; original ;—s¢. one
of the first inhabitants of & country.
ABORIGINES, ab-o-rij’e-nes, s. plu
primitive inhabitants of any country.
ABORSEMENT, a-bawrs'ment, s. An abortion.—
Obsolete and useless.
The endeavour of these artists is not to force an aborse-
ment, but to bring forth  timely birth.— Bp. Hall.
ABORT, a-bawrt’, 5. An abortion.—Not used ;—
©. m. to bring forth before the time; to miscarry.
t (the parllament) Is adorted before it was and
nulll umnhsd)lbelng—sfrﬂ Wotton. borz,
ABORTIENT, a-bawr’shent, a. (abortio, a miscar~
riage, Lat.) In Botany, miscarrying; sterile.
ABORTION, a-bawr’shun, s. (alortio, Lat.) The

and

q h

The first or

before the fastus is perfectly formed ; any fruit or
produce that does not come to mnt.unty ; any-
thing that fails in its progress, as a plan or de-
sign; the feetus brought forth before it has been
perfectly formed. When the foetus is brought
forth bd'pro the end of the sixth month, the acci-
dent is called an abortion or miscarriage; if be-
tween that and the usual time, premature labour.
ABORTIVE, a-bawr'tiv, a. (abortivus, Lat.) Born
or produced before the due time; failing from
want of time, or whatever cause; miscarrying.
In Botany, abortive or neutral ﬁowers, are those in
which both stamens and pistils are defective;—
8. that which is brought forth prematurely.
No wind, no d event,
But they will pluck away its natural causes,
And call them meteors, prodigies, and signs,
Abort and presages, tongues of heaven,
y denouncing vengeance upon John.—Shaks.
F gnrmvely, that which fails for want of time;
that which brings forth nothing.
ABORTIVELY, s-bawr'tiv-le, ad. Immmm!y; in
an untimely manner; born before the proper time.
ABORTIVENESS, a-bawr'tiv-nes, s. The state of
abortion ; a failing in the progress to maturity; a
failure in producing the intended cffect.
ABORTMENT, a-bawrt'ment, s. An untimely birth ;
the thing brought forth prematurely.
ABOUND, a-bownd’, v. n. (abundo, Lat. abonder,
Fr. from unda, a wave, Lat. literally, to overflow
in great quantity or number, as waves of the sea.)
To possess in great quantity; to be copiously sup-
plied; to be very prevalent.

act of bringing forth before the natural period, or |-

ABOUNDING, s-bownd'ing, a. Increasing; abuo-
dant ;— .

Be his abounding mercy praised,
His majesty M—Hy—.
—3. increase.

Yet amidst those adoundings of sin and wickedness, God
leﬁ. not himself without s witness in the hearts of mea. '

Anour, abowt, prep. (abutam, onbutan, Sn.)‘
Around; encircling; 1

And as I wake, sweet music breathe
Above, about, or underneath.—Milion. !
near to in time, place, or manner; near to the i’
person ; appended to the person; concerned or en-
mn. |
I must be about my father’s business.— Luks ii. |
In circumference, two yards aboxt the stem; near
in number or quantity; nearly, as, there fell that |
day abowt three thousand ;—ad. circularly o |
around ;
The weird sisters, hand in hand,

Porters of the sea and land,
There do go abous, about.—Shaks.

in compass ;
I am two ymll about.—Shaks
here and there; everywhere, as to go about begging
charity ; the longest way in opposition to the
straight, as
1 was foreed

To wheel three or four miles aboxt.—SAaks. i
To bring about, to bring to the pointormhde- '
sired ; to effect or accomplish. 7o come abowt, to
chm,goor turn; to come to the desired point. Tb |
go about, to enter upon; to propose; to seek the i
mea.us

‘Why go ye abous to kill me?—Jokn vil.

InMarine, to go about is used when a ship changes
her course to go on the other tack. Ready abowt,
about ship, are orders for tacking. Look abowt
you, take care of yourself.—Vulgar.
ABovE, a-buv’, s. Higher in place, as, aBdove tbe
door; higher in station, as, a marquis is above an
earl; superior in degree;

I saw a light abowe the brightness of the sun.—Rev. |
beyond, as, this is above my comprehension ; longer !
than, as, he staid above three months in London;
more than, as, it weighs above six pounds; too
proud or dxgmﬁed for, as, above asking a favonr,
to be above a mean action ; on high, in heaven ;

Let not God regand it from above.—Job ili.

befure ; in a former place, as in the phrases, abore-
cited, above-mentioned, above-said. Above-doard,
open ; not underhand. Above-ground, not buried.
ABRACADABRA, ab-ra-En-dab’ra. s. The name of
an Assyrian deity, used as 3 cabalistic word, being
written on paper as many times as it contains let-
ters, the last letter being omitted each time until
only one letter remains, and so forming a triangle.
It was considered as a charm against ague and
other diseases.
Mr Banester says, ‘that he healed 200 in one yer of
an ague by hanging Abracadadra about ther neck
wold stanch blood, ur heal the tooth ake, althongh tho
partyes wer 10 myle of.'—AS. addit. 5008.
ABRACULAM, a-brak’u-lam, s. The name of a
Syrian deity; a cabalistic word, used as a charm
amongst the Jews.
ADRADE, a-brade’, 0. a. (abrado, ab and redo, 1
scrape or shave, Lat.) To rub off; to wear away

‘Where sin abounded, grace did much more adound.—
Rov;. v.

from the other parts; to waste by degrees through




l ABRABAI!—MA§—ABRIDGE.

ABRIDGER—ABSCESS.

|
exposure to the action of water, the atmosphere,
w )2

' ABRAHAM-MAN, a'bra-ham-man, s. A bedlam beg-

~ gar, oc Tom of Bedlam.

|| Accord! the ‘ Fraterf f Vacabondes,’

I’ m"n mmmem bare-armed sn
pack vwl,“: .ﬁ uyk? -hfm hk\nm‘d'h. :?h“lll’k:

on or

| toy, and nameth himeelf Poor Tom.'—Hallised.

| ABRAHAMIC, ab-ra-hamik, a. Pertaining to Abra-

i ham the pdnmh, as, the Abrakamic covenant.
ABRAID, a-brade’, v. a. To arouse; to awake.—Ob-

solete.

|

|

| abraids
And if he out of his s]

h He mighte don us a vilanis.—Ohaxcer.

| Ammawys, gbram-is,’s. The Bream, s genus of

| fwhes: Family, Cyprinidse.

/| ABRANCHIANS, s-brangk’e-ans,) s. (a, without,
ABRAXCHIA, a-brangk’e-a, and branchia, Gr.

j Sremckia, gills, Lat.) Cuvier's third order of

:l the Annelides, comprising the Lumbrici (earth

[ worms), and Naides (aquatic worms), of Linnsus.

They bave no utanallylppamntorgnmof res-

piration whatever, and appear to respire—some,
Bke the earth worms, by the entire surfuce of the
skin, and others by internal cavities. They have
| 8 ckaed circulating system, usually filled with red
' blood, and have a knotted nervous cord. They
form two families—the A. setigerss, those which
|{ have sete, and the A. asetigers, which want
them.

! ABRASION, a-bra’zhan, s. (abrado, T wear off, Lat.)

| The act of abrading or wearing off; the matter
worn off by rubbing. In Medicine, tlw mechanical

. removal or wearing away of the epidermis, &o. ;

lj  when applied to the intestines, it signifies superfi-
cial ulceration with loes of substance, in shreds, of
the intestinal mucous membrane,

ABRaXUS, a-braksus, s. A name given by Leach
to a subgenus of Lepidopterous insects, including
the Magpie-butterflies, the lurvee of which feed
on the currant and gooseberry.

ABRAZITR, ab'ra-zite, 5. (a, without, and braco, 1
bubble, Gr.) A mineral which effervesces whn
melted before the blowpipe.

Amxrnc, a-bra-2itik, & In Mineralogy, not

when melted before the blowpipe.

Anxxas?, a-brest’, ad. Side by side. In Naval
tactics, t.ho situation as regards the line of battle
at sea.  Abreast line, the line abreast is formed by

! the ships being equally distant, and parallel to

| each other, #o that the length of each forms a
tight angle with the extent of the squadron, or
Eve abreast. Abreast of a place, is directly op-
posite to it.  Abreast, within the ship, implies on
& parallel Bine with the beam.

ARREYTXCLATION, a-bre-nun-she-a’shun, s. (abre-
daﬁq Lat.) The act of renouncing; absolute

Amrnorl, ab-rep’shun, s. (abripio, Lat.) The
of being carried away ; carrying away.
Al!tcvon.ahnn-vlm’ s. (Freoch.) A water-
ing-place for horses. In Masonry, the joint be-
' tween two stunes; or the interstice to be filled up
1 mmhrormmt,whmutbcmwbe

wnd.

ABxiDOER, a-bridj’, v. a. (abriger, Fr.) To make
..l shorter in words, keoping still the meaning in sub-
| stanee; to deprive of; to cat off from; to con-

reduce a compound quautity or equation to its more
simple expression.

Amnno!.n, u-brub ur, 8. One who abridges or
;hortem 8 writer of an abridgment or compen-

ium,

Anumollm, a-brijment, s. The epitome of s
large work cont: d into a smaller compass ; a
compendium ; a suminary ; a diminution in general ;
contraction ; reduction; restraint from anything
pleasing.

ABROACH, a-bro’tsh, ad. (abracan, to break, Saxon.)
In a posture to run out or yield the liquor con-
tained; ready to be tapped; in s state of being
diffused o propaguted.

‘What mischlefs might be set ma:—m

ABROAD, s-brawd’, ad. (abredan, to extend, or to
be dispersed, Sax.) Widely; at large; out of the
house; withont ; in another country.

ABROGATE, ab’ro-gate, v. a. (abrogo, ab and rogo,
I ask, Lat.) To annul by legislative authority ;
to repeal ; to take away from a law its force.
Laws of that kind do abrogats themselves.— Hooker.

ADROGATION, ab-ro-gashun, s. (abrogatio, Lat.)
The act of nbmgatm the repeal of a law.

ABROMA, a-bro’ma, . (a, privative, and droma, food,
Gr.) A genus of exotic evergreen trees: Order,
Byttneriaces.

ABRONIA, sb-ro'ne-a, s. (abros, delicate, Gr. from
the delicate nature of the involucrum.) A genus
of exotic plants: Order, Nyctaginaces.

ABROOD, a-brood’, ad. (bruten, to brood, Sax.) In
the act of broodlng

ABROOK, a-brook’, v.a. To brook; to bear; to
endure,

%:eet N:gl' in elu.n thy noble mlnd abm&
e a e gazing on
With zjuvl mlﬁ,.:'ﬁlg uvgh{ng at thy shame.—

ABROTANUM, ab-rot’a-num, s. (abmtu, immortal,
Gr.) Southernwood, a species of Artemisia,—
which see.

ABRUPT, ab-rupt), a. (abnpm Lat.) Broken;
craggy ; ; unconnected

Or spread ﬂ!ght.
Upbome with Inddh.lr’ le wings,
Over the vast nbrzt, Il he arrive
The happy isle.—XMilton.
husty ; rough ;—v. a. to disturb.—Not used in this
sense.
Their tranquillities.—
enjoyments adruptetA our ng Mu.”"
ABRUPTION, ab-rup’shun, s. (abruptio, Lat.) Break-
ing off; violent and sudden separation.
ABRUPTLY, ab-ruptle, ad. Suddeuly; harshly;
steeply ; roughly; ruggedly.
ABRUPTNESS, ab-rupt’nes, s. An abrupt manner;
haste; suddenness ; nnmnel! vehemenoe ; the state
of an abrupt or broken thing ; ronghneu. crag-

giness.

ABRUS, a'brus, s. (abros, graceful, delicate, Gr. from
its extremely delicate leaves.) A genus of Legu-
minous plants, the roots of which have the pro-
Eﬁy of the common liquorice, hence called Wild

quorice. .The seeds, which are red with a black
spot, are strung and worn as beads, and also used
a3 rosaries; hence the specific name precatoriua;
Suborder, P-pllmmew.

ABSCESS, ab'ses, s. (abscessus, Lat.) A collection
of pus, formedordepwud in some tissue or organ
of the body.

tract; to diminish; to eut short. In Algebrs, to
ﬁ vou 1.




ABSCIND—ABSOLUTE.

ABSOLUTELY—ABSORB,

ABSCIXND, ab-sind’, v..a. (abscindo, Lat.) To cut
off. —Little used.
Ansciss, ab’sis, s. (abscissa, Lat.) That part
ABSCISSA, ab-sis’s,J of the diameter of a conic sec-
tion which is intercepted between the vertex and
a semi-ordinate.

ABsCISSION, ab-sizh’un, s. (abscis«io, Lat.) The
act of cutting off; the state of being cut off; ex-
cisaion ; removal of an organ with a kuife; nlso a
fracture with loss of substance.

ABSCOND, ab-skond’, v. n. (abscondo, Lat.) To
hide one's self; to retire from the public view ;—
v. a. to conceal or hide.—Used generally of per-
sons who secrete themselves to avoid a legal pro-
cess.

Do not adscond and conceal your sins.— Hewyt. Serm.
ABSCONDER, ab-skon’dur, s. One who absconds.
ABSCONDING, ab-skon'ding, . Withdrawing pri-

vately from public view, as, absconding creditor:

one who confines himself to his apartments, or ab-
sents himself to avoid apprehension for debt or
crime.

ABSENCE, ab’sens, s. (absens, Lat.) The state of
being absent; mot present ; inattention; heedless-
ness; neglect of the present object; want; desti-
tution ; in the absence of conventional law.

ABSENT, absent, a. (absens, Lat.) Not being pre-
sent; absent in mind ; inattentive; heedless; not
attentive to persons present, or to subjects of con-
versation in society; in familar language, not at
home; a term employed in rcglmenul returns to

t for a defici ,ma.‘ t or Y,
¢ absent with leave,’ or * absent without leave."

Ansm, ab-sent’, v. a. To withdraw; to forbear
to come into presence.

ABSENTANEOUS, ab-sen-ta’ne-us, a. Relating to
absence; being frequently absent ; in familiar lan-
guage, not at home.

ABSENTEE, ab-sen-t¢’, s. One who is absent from
his ocountry, estate, station, or employment. In
Law, non-appearance in court.

Ansnnmlml, ab-sen-te’izm, . The act of leav-
ing one’s oounl.ry or estate, and living elsewhere.
ABSENTER, ab-sen’tur, s. One who absetts himself.
ABSENTMENT, ab-sent’'ment, 5. The state of being

absent.

Ap tion or ab. ¢ from the body.— Barrow.
Ananrmnn, ab-gin‘the-an, a. Of the nature of

wormwood.

ABSINTHIATED, ab-sin’the-ate-ed, a. Impregnated
with bitters or wormwood.
ABSINTHINE, ab-sin'thine, 5. The bitter principle
of absinthium or wormwood.
ABSINTHITES, ab-sin'he-tis, s, (Latin.) Wines
impregnated with wormwood.
ABSINTHIUNM, sb-sin’the-um, s. (Latin.) Common
wormwood, 8o called from its powers as a vermi-
fuge; a species of Amlmln.
ABsis, ab’sis, s.—See Apsis
ABSOLUTE, ab’so-lute, a. (abaohm Lat.) Com-
plete; unconditional; unlimited; not relative;
positive.
T'm absolute 'twas very Clotten—Shaks.
In Grammar, the case abso/ute is when a word or
member of a sentence is not immediately dependent
on the other parts of the sentence in government ;
a clause independent. In Astronomy, absolute
equation is the sggregate of the optic and eccentric

tances from the earth at different times, is called
its optic ion. The eccentric inequality is
cansed by the uniformity of the planet’s motion, in
an elliptical orbit, which, for that reason, appears
not to be uniform. In Algebn, absolute numbers
are such as bave no letters annexed, as 2a 4 86
= 18; the two latter are absolute or pure. In
Physw., absolute space, is space considered with-
out relation to any other object. Absolute gravity,
that property in bodies by which they are said to
weigh so much, without regard to circumstances of
modification ; this is always in the quantity of
matter they contain. In Law, without condition
or bond, as, an ¢ absolute bond,’ an * absolute
estate.’

ABBOLUTELY, ab’so-lute-le, ad. Completely; with-
oat restriction ; despotically; without relation,
limits, dependence, or condition; perempterily;
poeitively; so positively as not to be poseibly re-

Command me absolutely not to go.—Milton.

In Logic, applied to the terms of a proposition,
signifieg without relation to anything else.

Anuonmnass, ab’so-late-nes, s. Despotism; in-
let or perfection.
ABSOLU‘HON, ab-so-u” shun, s. (absolutio, Lat.)

Acquittal ; delivery or pronunciation.
The full, the absolution plent -
Ben Jonsom.

In Ecclesiastical affsirs, a judicial act of the Roman
Cutholic Church, by which a priest, on confession
being made, and the penitence being real, takes
upon him to remit sins so confessed and n'pented
of : this he does by power supposed to be delegated
to the church by Christ; also, an act in the Pro-
testant as well as the Roman Catholic Church, by
which a person, who has been excommnmcated is
restored to church communion. In Law, a deﬁm~
tive sentence, whereby a man accused of any crime
is ncquitted.

ABSOLU‘rlsu, ab’so-lu-tizm, «.
solute ; principl bsolut

142

State of being ab-

gover t; doc-
trine of predestmmon.
ABSOLUTORY, ab’so-Iu-tur-e, a. (absolulorius, Lat.)
That absolves.
ABSOLVATORY, ab-sol’va-tur-e, a. Forgiving; par-
doning sin; containing absolution; having the
power to absolve.
ABSOLVE, ab-solv’, v.a. (absolvo; b, and rolvo, I
loose or mleuse, Lat.) To clear or acquit of a
crime; to set free from an engagenient or promise ;
to pronounce the remission of sin; to finish ; to
complete.

The work begun, how soon adsolved /— Milton.
ABSOLVER, ab-sol'vur, 3.  One who absolves or pro-
nounces the remission of sins;

A sin-adsolver.—Shaks.

a divine; a ghostly coufessor.

ABSONANT, abso-nant, a. (absonus, ill-sounding,

Lat.) Absurd; contrary to reason.

Ansoxot:s, ab’ so-nus. a. (ubsonus, Lat.) Contrary

ical.—Not much used.

Ansonn, ab-sam-b v.a (absordeo, Lat.) To suck

up ; to swallow up.-—pad part. absorbed or ab-

sorpt; to drink in; to waste wholly, or sink in ex-

penses; to exh:mut to engross or eugage wholly_
an instrument invented by

equations. The apparent inequality of a planet’s
llnonon in its orbit, arising from its unequal dis-

Absorbing mcade,
Mr. Clawment, for the more perfect absorption of
flaids.




ABSORBABILITY —ABSTINENT.

ABSTORTED—ABSTRACTITIOUS.

. ABSORBABILITY, ab-sawr-ba-bil'e-to, &. The capa-
city of being absorbed.
ARSORBABLE, ab-sawr'ba-bl, a. Capable of being
absorbed. .
lAuomr. ab-sawr'bent, @. That sbsorbs; im-
,  bibing; swallowing ;—s. & sucker up of fluids,
' ABSORBENTS, ab-sawr'bents, 8. plu. The name
. given to two distinct sets of vessels which absorb
and convey fluids to the thoracic duct. They are
divided into the Lacteals, which take up the chyme
from the alimentary canal; and the LympAatics,
which pervade almost every part of the body, in
i which they absorb the lymph; applied also to the
l sot-acids, chalk, carbonate of soda, maguesia, &c.
. Amo&:ir, ab-eawrpt’. DPast part. of the verb to

AmsogrTiON, ab-sawrp’sbun, s. The of
swallowing or sucking up; the state of being
llowed up; a chemical term, denoting the con-
version of a gaseous fluid into a liquid or solid, on
being united with some other substance.
. ABSORPTIVE, ab-sawrp'tiv, a. Having the power
of imbibing.
ABSTAIX, ab-stane’, v. n. (abstineo; ab, and teneo,
I 1 bold, Lat.) To forbear or refrain; to deny one'’s
| self any gratification, as, to adstuin from wine.
| ABSTEMIOUS, ab-ste'me-us, a. (abstemius, Lat.)
. Abstinent ; temperate ; sober ; refraining from ex-
| eeas of pleasnre; sparing in diet or drink.
ABSTEMIOUSLY, ab-ste’'me-us-le, ad. Temperately;
soberly ; withont indulgence.
, ABSTENMIOUSNESS, ab-ste’me-us-nes, s. The qua-
| Ety of being abstemious.
ABSTENSION, ab-sten’shun, s. (abstineo, Lat.) The
:;‘. of balding off or restraining; restraint.—Obso-
{ Tue church superinduced times and manuers of absten-
1 siom, and expressions of sorrow.—Bp. Taylor.
. ARSTERGE, ab-sterj, v. a. (abstergo, Lat.) To
dlesnse by wiping; to wipe.
| ADSTERGENT, ab-sterjent, a. Cleansing; having

a cleansing quality.
| ABSTERGENTS, ab-sterjents, s. plu. Lotions and
| otber spplications for cleansing sores, as soap and

water.
!A.lnms. ab-sters’, v. a.:(udstergo, Lat.) To
| cleanse; to purify.—Not much in use.
' ABSTERSION, ab-ster’shun, 8. (abstersio, Lat.) The
! =ct of cleansing; the operation of abstergent me-
dicines.

ABSTERSIVE, ab-ster’siv, a.
There many a flower adstersive grew,

ll The fav'rite flowers of yellow hue.—Swift.

]

Cleansing ;

)} =2 an abuer;ent. .

ABSTIXENCE, ab'ste-nens, s. (abstinentia, Lat.) For-
. bearance of any kind; fasting; forbearance from

feod or drink ; the refraining from an indulgence

of appetite, or from the customary gratifications of
snimal indulgence. In a more modern signification,

» total refraining from the use of spirituous liquors

except a8 icine.

Avd the faces of them which have used abstinence
shall ahine above the stars, whereas our faces shall be
Macker than darkness.—2 Esdras vil. 5.

ARSTINENCY, ab’ste-nen-se, 8. Same as abstinence.

ABSTISENTLY, ab’ste-nent-le, ad. In an abstinent
manner.

AnsTINENT, ab’ste-nent, a. Temperate in a high

um

degree ; abstemious; refraining from spirituous

ABSTORTED, ab-stawrt'ed, a. (abstortus, Lat.)
Forced away; wrung from another by violence.
ABSTRACT, ab-strakt’, v. a. (abstrako; abs, and trako,
I draw, Lat.) To take one thing from another;
to separate by distillation ; to separate ideas; to
reduce to an epitome ;—a. (abstractus, Lat.) sepa-
rated from something else, generally used with
reference to the mental perceptions; pure; refined.
Love's not so pure and abstract as they say.—Donsne.
An abstract idea, in Metaphysics, is an idea se-
parated from a complex object, or from other ideas
which necessarily accompany it. Abstract terms are
those which express abstract ideas, as whiteness,
roundness, beauty, without regard to the object
in which they exist. Abstract numbers are such
as are used without application to things, as 6, 8,
10; but when applied to auy, as 6 feet to men,
they become concrete. Abstract or pure mathe-
matics, is that which treats of magnitude or quan-
tity without restriction to any species of particular
magnitude, as arithmetic and geometry opposed to
mized mathematics, which treats of simpls pro-
perties and the relations of quantity, as applied to

sensible objects, as hydrostatics, optics, &e
ABSTRACT, ab’strakt, s. An abridgment or epitome
containing the general substance; a general view
or principal heads of a treatise or writing. In the
abstract, in a state of separation considered with-
out reference to particular persons or things; the
state of being abstracted; a smaller quantity con-
taining the virtue or power of a greater. Abstract
of title, a short summary of all the most material
parts of such deeds, arranged in chronological or-
der, according to certain prescribed forms.
ABSTRACTED, ab-strak’ted, part. a. Separated;
disjoined ; abstruse; difficult; refined; purified;
Adai spiritual love; they like
Their exhaled.— Donns.
absent in mind; inattention to present objects.
And now no more the abstracted ear attends
The water’s murmuring lapse.— Harion. \
ABSTRACTEDLY, ab-strak’ted-lé, ad. With ab-
straction; sinply; separately from all contingent
circumstances.

ABSTRACTEDNESS, ab-strak’ted-nes, s. The state
of being abstracted.

ABSTRACTER, ab-strak’tur, s, One who makes an
abstract, epitome, or note.

ABSTRACTI, ab-strak'ti, s. In Church History, an
obscure sect of Lutherans, who asserted that Christ
is not only to be adored in the concrets, as the
Son of God, but that in the abstract he is to be
regarded as an object of adoration and worship.

ABSTRACTION, ab-strak’shun, s. (abstractus, Lat.)
The state of being occupied by abstract ideas;
The power which the understanding has of upontlng

the combinations which are d to it, distinguish

by logicians by the name of abstracti t.
absence of mind; inattention ; disregard of worldly
circumstances; the process of distilling a liquid
from any substance by the separation of the volatile
parts, which rise, come over, and are condensed in
a receiver, from those that are fixed. The term is
principally used when a fluid is repeatedly poured
upon any substance in a retort, and distilied off,
to change its state, or the natare of its composi-
tion.

ABSTEACTITIOUS, ab-strak-tish’us, a. Abstracted
or drawn from other substances, used to d‘x‘suu-




ABSTRACTIVE—ABUSE.

ABUSE—ABYSS.

guish spirit drawn from vegetables, or other sub-
stances in which it naturally abounds.

ABSTRACTIVE, ab-strak’tiv, . Having the power
or quality of abstracting.

ABSTRACTIVELY, ab-strak’tiv-le, ad.
stractive manner.

ABSTRACTLY, ab-straktle, ad. In an abstract
magner; absolutely; without reference to any-
thing else.

ABSTRACTNESS, ab-strakt’nes, s. Subtilty; separa-
tion from all matter or common notion.

The abstractnass of the ideas themselves.—Locke.

ABSTRICTED, ab-strik’ted, a. (abstrictus, Lat.) Un-
bound.

In an ab-

ABSTRINGE, ab-strinj’, v. a. (ab and stringo, Lat.)
To unbind.

ABSTRUDE, ab-strood’, v. a. (abstrudo, Lat.) To
thrust off; to pull Away.

ABSTRUSE, nb-etrlue a. (abstrusus, Lat.) Hidden;
removed from view; difficult; remote from con-
ception.

Th’ eternal eye, whose sight discerns
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount,
And from within the golden lamps that burn

g: bex:'.ol;::lm saw, without their light,

ABSTRUSELY, ab-strusele, ad. In an abstruse
manner; obscurely ; not plainly or obviously.

ABSTRUBENESS, ab-struse’nes, s. Difficulty or ob-
scurity of meaning.

ABSTRUSITY, ab-stru’se-te, s.
dom used.

The occult abstrusities of things.—Brown’s Vulg. Err.

ABSURD, ab-surd’, a. Inconsistent with, or contrary
to, common sense or sound reason ; opposed to
manifest truth.  Absurdum, or reductio ad absur-
dum, a Latin phrue used in geometry to denote a
mode of demonstration, in which the truth of a
Eroposmon is demonstrated, not by a direct proof,

ut by prow ing that the contrary is absurd or im-

Anslmnrrr, ab-sur’de-te, s. The quality of being
absurd ; want of judgment; want of propriety.
Ansmmu, ab-surdle, ad. In an absurd manner;
unreasonably ; foolishly.
ABSURDNESS, ab-surd’nes, s.
foolishness ; impropriety.
ABsus, ab’sus, 5. In Botany, the plant Cassius
absus of Linnseus, or Four-eared Cassia, a native
of Egypt and Ceylon. The powdered seeds are
employed, mixed with sugar, as a topical remedy

in Egyptian ophthalmy.

ABUNDANCE, a-bun’dans, s. (abondance, Fr. abun-
dantia, from unda, a wave, Lat.) Literally, an
overflowing ; exuberance; great plenty ; ample
sufficiency ; more than enough.

ABUKNDANT, a-bun’dant, a. (nbunduns, Lat.) Plen-

tifal; in great quantity; fully sufficient.

ABUNDAmA, a-bun-dan’she-a, s. In Numismatics,
the goddess of plenty on medals, called Copia by
the poets. She is usually represented as seated
on a chair, the two sides of which were wrought
into cornucopias.

ABUKDAKTLY, a-bun‘dant-le, ad. In great plenty;
lmply, liberally ; in a sufficient degree or quan-
tity.

Anungn, a-bu’zaje, s.—Obsolete.

ABUSE, a-buze’, v. a. (abutor, abusus, Lat. almer

Abstruseness.—Sel-

Unreasonableness ;

ual intercourse; to defile; to deccive; to impose
upon; to treat with rudeness; to reproach; to
pervert the meaning of ; to misapply, as, to abuse
words.

ABUSE, a-buse’, s. The improper use of anything;
ill usage; improper treatment or employwzent;
application to a wrong purpose;

Li may be endangered by the aduses of libe:

well ‘.1‘;'% tha abuses of power.— Hadison. T
a corrupt practice ; a bad custom ; seduction; un-
just censure ; rude reproach ; contumely ; perver-
sion of meaning, as, abuse of words.

ABUBER, a-bu’zur, 5. One who abuses in speech or
behaviour; a deceiver ; a ravisher; a sodomite.
ABUSION, a-buzhun, s. Corrupt and improper

usage; reproach.—Obsolete. .
Bhame light on him, that through 80 false llluslon,
Doth turn the name of sold

ABUSIVE, a-bu’siv, . Practmmg abuse ; onnhmmg
harsh hngmge. or ill treatment ; deceitful. —Sel-
dom used in the last sense.

It {8 verified by a number of examples, that whatever
is gained by an abusive treaty, ought to be restored i in-
tegrum.— Bacon.

ABUSIVELY, a-bu’siv-le, ad. Reproachfully; rudely;
improperly.

The oll, abusively called spirit of roses, swims at the
top of the water, in the form of a white button.—Bogle.
ABUSIVENESS, a-bu’siv-nes, s. Ill treatment; rude

reproach ; violence to the person.

ABUT, a-but’, 0. a. (nbouterPf:-om bout, an end, Fr.)
Toborderon to be contiguous to; to meet or
approach; to ldJom at the end.

ABUTA, a-bu'ta, 5. (abutua, its name in Guiana.) A |
genus of climbing plants, natives of Guiana: Or- |
der, Sanguisorbacese.

ABUTILON, a-bu'til-on, 5. In Botany, the Broad-
leaved Sida, the Sida abutilon of Linnmus, an
annnal plant, growing in the East and West
Indies: Order, Malvaces.

Anumsm. a-but'ment, s. The Lead orend; that
which unites one end of a thing to another: the
word is used chiefly to denote the solid pier or
mound of earth, stone, or timber, which is erected ;
on the bank of a river to support the end of a
bridge, and connect it with the land; that which
abuts or borders on another.

ABUTTAL, a-but'tal, s. The butting or boundary of
land at the end; a headland; also, a writing de-
claring on what lands, highways, or other plgces,
the boundaries of land abut.

ABy, a-bi’, v. a. To pay dear for; to endure;

‘Who dyes, the utmost dolor doth aby.—Spenser.

—uv. 5. to pay; to remain.

But nought that wanteth rest can long aby.—Spenser

ADYLES, a-bi’lis, s. A genus of Acalephans: Order,
Hydrostatica.

Anvsun,, a-bis'mal, a. Pertaining to an abyss.

ABYSS, a-bis', s. (abyuoc. bottomless; u, priv. and

y botwm, Gr.) A bottomless gulf; an im-
mense cavern in the centre of the earth, in which

God is supposed to have collected the waters on

the third day of creation; hell;

From that insatiable abyn,

‘Where flames devour, and serpents hias,
Promote me to thy seat of bliss. —Ifoocomm

that which is immeasurable; that in which any-
thing is lost.

Fr. obusar, Span) To make an ill use of;
use with bad motives; to violate by improper aex-
13

Thy throne is darkness in the of light.—
v i e ns]!?llo-
The abyss of time.— Dryden.




ABYSSINIAN—ACADEMY.

ACADEMIC—ACANTHOCEPHALA.

" In Heraldry, the centre of an escutckeon, as, he
’ bears azure, a fleur-de-lis, in abyss. In Antiquity,
,  the temple of Proserpina was so called from the
. immense treasures which it was supposed tocontain.
] ABT8SIX1AN, ab-is-sin’e-an, a. Pertaining to Abys-
ginia ;—s. a native of Abyssinia. Abyasinians, a
! sect of Christians in Abyssinia, who admit but one
pature in Christ, and reject the council of Chalce-
| don. They are governed by a bishop, or metro-
| politan, called Abuna, who is appointed by the
' Coptic of Cairo.
. Ac, ak, s.  In Saxon, the name of the ouk, which it
| siguifies in the initial of names, as Acton, i. e. Oak-
town.
! Acacia, a-ka'she-a, s. (Latin; akakia, the Egyp-
tian thorn, Gr. a plant mentioned by Dioscorides, as
! = useful astringeut thorn yielding a white trans-
. perent gum. corresponding with gum-arabic plants
i d’ modern Egypt.) In Modern Botany, a genus
of Legumi lants, ting of trees and
! shrabs, some of the species of which yield catechu
| and gum-arabic, others tannin. The trees possess
| p'-t beauty of foliage :hn: colouring. Three h;n-
o : a-
\ m Among Anhq\nnen, a name given to
a roll or bag seen on Roman medals in thehnnda
of the emp and ls. Some der it as
representing s handkerchief rolled up, with which
signals were given at the games; others, a roll of
petitions ; and some a bag of earth to remind them
! of their mortality. Acacia gum,—see Gum-arabic.
' ACADEMIAL, ak-a-de'me-al, a. Pertaining to an

scademy.
. ACADEMIAN, ak-a-de'me-an, s. A member of a
| wniversity; & student attending a college or uni-

versity.

g AcaDENMIC, ak-a-demik, 5. One who belonged to

| the school, or adhered to the philosophy of So-

! crates and Plato, the leading doctrines of which

were, that matter is eternal and infinite, bat with-

cut form, refractory, and tending to disorder; and

l that there is an intelligent cause, the author of spiri-

| tual being, and of the natural world.

| ACADEMICALLY, ak-a-dem’e-kal-le, ad. In an

! scademical manner.

| ACADEMICIAX, ak-a-de-mish’sn, s. (academicien,

' Fr.) A member of an academy or society for pro-

| moting arts and sciences, particularly a member of
French acaderes.

AcapEuisM, a-kad’em-izm, s.
ancient academic philosophy.
This is the t principle of acad.

! that truth cannot ot Fﬂpamghedf—&zm.

' ACADEMIsT, s-kade-mist, . A member of an

. aeademy, in which the arts and sciences are taught ;
an academic.

Acapexy, a-kad’e-me, s. (akademi
Lat. from Academicus, whose premwea at Athens
was converted into an academy.) Originally, a
grove, garden, or villa, at Athens, where Plato aud
his followers held their philosophical conferences;
8 school of learning, holding a rank between a
college or mniversity, and & common school ; the
house in which the members of an academy
meet; a place of edueation; 3 society of men
united for the promotion of the arts and sciences,

some mml.-r science or art. Academy

,in the Fine Arts, a drawing in light and

made after a living model, regulated by the

and orders of an academy.

The doctrine of the

and ;
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ACADEMIC, ak-a-dem‘ik, a. Belonging to an

ACADEMICAL, ak-a-dem ik-al,J  academy, college,
or university ; belonging to the school of philoso-
phy of Plato, as, the academic sect.

AC&NA, a-s¢'na, 8. (akaina, & thorn, Gr.) A genus
of exotic herbaceous perennial plants: Order, San-
guisorbacese.

ACZENITUS, a-se’ne-tus, s.
the tribe Ichnenmonides.

ACALEPHA, a-kal'e-fa, s. (a, priv. kalos, pleasant,
and apke, a touching, Gr.) A genus of prickly
plants: Order, Enphorbiacez.

ACALEPHE, a-kal'e-fe, &. (akalephe, a nettle,

ACALEPHANS, a-kal'e-fans, J Gr.) A class of gela-
tinous, marine, radiated animals, which, when
touched, produce a disagreeable sensation, like
that arising from the sting of & nettle.

ACALEPHE, a-kal'e-fe, 5. An acalephan,—see Aca-
lephse.

AcaMACA, a-kam’a-ka, #. The Brazilian Fly-
catcher, a bird of the genus Todus.

ACAMARCHUS, a-ka-mdrk’us, s. A genus of corals:
Family, Cellularia.

Ao.umsr, a-kamp'se, 5. (acampsia, Lat. from a,
priv. and kampto, I bend, Gr.) Same as Anchy-
logis,—which see.

AcaMUS, a-ka'mus, s. A chambered fossil shell, of
a conical shape, and terminated at the apex by a
stellular figure, encircled by eight tuberculated

A genus of insects of

apertures.

ACANACEOUS, a-kan-a'shus, a. (akanos, Gr.
Armed with spines.

ACANTHACEZ, a-kan-tha'se-e, s. (akanlius, ove of
the genera.) A natural order of monopetalous
Exogens, composed of shrube or herbs, flowers en-
closed in large leafy bracts: calyx composed of
four or five parts overlapping each otlm corolla
irregular and monopetalous; seed vessels two-
celled, which burst open when ripe, and expose a
few roundish seeds hanging to the cells by curiously
hooked processes. The plants of the order are
chiefly tropical.

ACANTH.E, a-kan'the, 8. plu. (Latin.) The prickles
of thorny plants or spines of fishes.

ACANTHACEOUS, a-kan-tha’shus, a. (akanthicis,
thorny.) Prickly.

ACANTHARINE, a-kan-tha-rine,s. A subfamily of
Corypheenide fishes, distinguished by the body be-
ing ovate or oblong, and the mouth very small.

ACANTHIA, a-kan'the-a, s. (akanthias, a prickly
thing, Gr.) A genus of Hymenopterous insects :
Tribe, Geocoris.

Aoucrmcoxl.——See Epidote.

ACANTHICUS, a-kan'the-kus, s. (akanthikos, thorny,
Gr.) A genus of fishes which have the plates of
the body armed with short spines: Family, Silurids.

ACANTHINE, a-kan'thine, a. Prickly; spiny; be-
longing to the order Acanthaces.

AOANTHION, a-kan’tke-un, ». (Greek.) A genus of
Rodents allied to the porcupine.

ACANTHIGM, a-kanthe-um, s. (akantlion, Gr.)
The cotton thistle : Onopordium Acanthjum.

ACANTHIZA, a-kan-thi'za, s. A gehus of birds be-
longing to the Sylviane, or Warblers: Family,
Sylviades.

Amnmoczmm, a-kan-tho-sef a-la, s. (akantha,
a spine, and kephale, 2 head, Gr.) A family of
the Entozos, or intestinal worms, which attach
themselves to the intestines, by a prominence
armed with recurved spines.

18




ACANTHUCERUS—ACARDIA.

ACABRDO—ACCELERATE.

ACANTHOCERUS, a-kan-thos’er-us, s. (akanfha, and
keras, a horn, Gr.) A genus of Coleopterous in-
sects : Family, widse. .

ACANTHOCINUS, a-kan-tho-si'nus, s. (akantha,
and kineo, I move, Gr.) A genus of Coleopterous
insects : Family, Longicornes.

ACANTHOBOLE, a-kan'tho-bole, s. (French, from
akantha, a thorn, and ballo, I strike, Gr.) An
instrument used for the extraction of splinters of
bone, or other foreign bodies from a wound.

ACANTHODERMA, a-kan-oth-der'ma, s. (akantha,
and derma, the skin, Gr.) A genus of fossil
fishes from Glaris.

ACANTHODES, a-kan'tho-dis, s (akantha, and
odous, a tooth, Gr.) A genus of Ganoid fossil
fishes from the carboniferous strata of Scotland.

ACANTHOMERA, a-kan-tho-me'ra, 8. (akantha, and
meros, the thigh, Gr.) A genus of Dipterous in-
sects of the family Notacantha ; also, a genus of
Coleopterous insects : Family, Melasoma.

ACANTHONOTUS, a-kan-tho-no’tus, s. (akantha, and
notos, the back, Gr.) A genus of fishes, furnished
with a row of ten detached spines in front of the
dorsal and the anal fins.

ACANTHOPHIS, a-kan’tho-fis, s. (akantha, and ophis,
a serpent, Gr.) A genm of serpents, furnished
with a single series of plates beneath the tail.

ACANTHOPTERA, a-kan-thop'ter-a, s. (akantha, and
pteron, & wing, Gr.) A genus of Coleopterous
insects : Family, Cerambycide.

ACANTHOPODI:S, a-kan-thop'o-dus, s. A genus of
fishes, mouth small, teeth short and thick set:
body greatly comprossed, as deep as long; ventral
fins represented by two short spines: Family,
Squamipennes.

ACANTHOPTERYGIANS, a-kan-thop-ter-ij'e-ans,

ACANTHOPTERYGH1I, a-kan-thop-ter-ij'e-i,
(akantha, a spine, pteryx, a wing, Gr.) An ex-
tensive order of fishes, distinguished from others
by having the first rays of the dorsal, ventral, and
anal fins supported by a simple spinous process,
as in the perch.

ACANTHOPTERYGIOUS, a-kan-thop’ter-rij-e-us, s.
Armed with hard spiny dorsal fins, Lelonging to
the order Acanthopterygii.

ACANTHOSCELES, a-kan-thos’e-lis, s. (akantha, and
skelos, the leg und foot, Gr.) A genus of Cole-
opterous insects : Family, Carabide.

ACANTHUS, a-kanthus, s. The plant Bear’s breech,
a genus of plants, type of the natural order
Acanthacess. In Architecture, au ornament which
resembles the leaves of the plant so called. Itis
used in the capitals of the Corinthian and Com-
posite orders, and is said to have been introduced
into the former by Callimachus, an architect who
was struck with the beauty of the leaves surround-
ing & basket, which, covered with a tile, had been
left 80 near the plant, that the leaves had grown
over it.

ACANUS, a-ka'nus, 8. A genus of fossil fishes from
Glaris.

8.

Acaxzi, a-kanzi, s. The name of the Turkish
light horse, which form the van of the Grand
Signior’s army when on the m

ACARDA, a-kdr'de, s. Cuvier's name for the Ru-
dista of Lamarck.—See Cardia.

ACARDIA, a-kdrde-a, a. (a, priv. Gr. cardo, a hinge,
Lat.) A genus of fossil bivalve shells of the
oyster kind, with a flat lid-like valve applied to
tl;e convex one, and connected, without a binge

4

by the abductor muscle only. The condition of a
foetus born without a heart.

ACARDO, a-kdr'do, s. A genus of flat nearly equai-
valved, bivalve shells, with hinge or ligament,
having one muscular impreasion in the centre of
the valves.

ACARI, a-ka'ri, s. pl. (Greck ; akari, a mite.) Those
smsll arachnoid, or spider-like animals, which
have a single-jointed chalice or pincer, resembling
an antenna, or a suctorious mouth.—See Acarides.

ACARIDES, a-ka're-dis, s. (akari, a mite, Gr.) A
subdivision of the Arachnides, comnprehending the
small spider-like animals called acari or mites, as
well as water-mites and ticks.—See Acari.

ACARNA, a-kdr'na, 5. (Greek.) A genus of plants
allied to the Thistle tribe.

ACARNAR, a-kdrn'ar, 8. A bright star of the first
magnitude in the constellation Eridanus.

AcARrus, sing. of Acari.—Which see.

ACASTA, a-kas'ta, 5. A genus of cirripeds, baving
sessile, ovate, subconic, compressed shells, consist-
ing of six parts, two of the valves small and four
large, slightly united, with an orbicalar plate in-
ternally concave at the base.

ACATALECTIC, a-kat-a-lek'tik, &. (akatalektikos,
not defective at the end, Gr.) A verse having the
ontire number of syllables peculiar to the measure.

ACATALEPSY, a-kat’a-lep-se, . (a, priv. and kat:-
lepsis, comprehension, Gr.) Incomprehensibility;
impoesibility of complete discovery.

ACATALEPTIC, a-kat-a-lbp’tik, @. Incomprebensible.

ACATAPOSIS, a-kat-a-po’sis, &. (a, priv. and kata-
posis, deglutition, Gr.) Inability to swallow.

Ac[.\rxn, a-ka'tor, s. (accaitare, to beg or borrow,

tal.) A provider or -purchaser of provisions.—
Obsolete. d

A gentel manciple was ther of & templel
Of which achatours might take ensample.
For to ben wise in buying of vitaile.—~Chaucer.

ACATES, a-kayts’, s. (acheter, to purchase, ];-o-
nounced acater in Picardy and Languedoc, old Fr.)
Provisions ; viands. In more modern language—
cates.—Obsolete.

The kitchen clerk that hight digestion,
Did order all the acates in seemly wize.—Spenser.

ACATHARSIA, a-ka-thdr'she-a, s. (akatharsia, un-
cleanness, Gr.) In Surgery, the filth or impure
fluid or sordvs issning from sores ; impurity.

AcATIUM, a-ka’shum, s. In Antiquity, a kind of
military boat or pinnace wrought by oars.

ACATRY, a-ka'tre, s. The room or place allotted to
the keeping of ale and such provisions as the pur-
veyors purchased for the king.— Halliwell.

ACAULINE, a-kaw’line,) a. (a, priv. aud kaulos, a

AcAuLous, a-kawl'us, stem, Gr.) In Botany,
without a canlis ; applied to plants whose leaves
spring directly from the root, as those of the priin-
roee, hyacinth, and crocus.

ACAWERIA, a-ka-we're-a, . The name given in
Ceylon to the bitter root of the plant Ophioxylon
serpentinum, a supposed antidote to the poisonous
bite of a serpent,

ACCEDE, ak-sede’, v. a. (accedo; ad and cedo, to
yield or give place, Lat.) To agree or assent to;
to become a party to, by agreeing to the terms of
a treaty or convention. Accedas ad curtum, in
Law, a writ which removes a plaint from an in-
ferior to a higher court.

ACCELERATE, ak-sel’er-ate, v. a. (accelero; ad and
celero, I hasten, Lat.) To cause to move faster:
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| ACCENDONXES, lk-aen'do-r.is,} s
AcCEDONES, sk-se’do-nis, ti

ACCELERATED—ACCENT.

ACCENT—ACCEPTABLE.

%o hasten ; to add to velocity ; to add to natural
or ordinary progression.

ACCELERATED, ak-seller-ay-ted, a. Hastened;
quickened. Accelerated motion, a rapidity of mo-
tion constantly increasing. The velocity of a falling
body increases each second in the arithmetical
motion, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and the whole space passed
over in the geometrical ratio of squares, 1, 4, 9, 16,
&c.  Accelerated force, the increase which a body
exerts in consequence of its increased motion.

ACCELERATION, ak-sel-er-a’shun, s. The act of
aasing to move faster; the state of moving faster.
In Mechanics, acceleration of motion is the con-
tirns] accession of velocity which a fallmg body
soquires. In Music, quickening the time in the
middle of & piece. In Military tactics, to carry a
trench under the works of a fortified place, in
order to take it by prompt assault. Acceleration
of the moom, the increase of the moon’s mean
metion from the san, compared with the diurnal
motion of the earth; the moon moving with
greater velocity than it did in ancient times—a

. alley. Diwrnal accelera-

ACCELERATIVE, ak-sel'er-a-tiv, a. Increas-

ACCELERATORY, ak-seller-a-tur-e, ing velo-
ety ; quickening progression.

ACCELERATOR, ak-sel’er-ay-tnr, 8. A muscle which,
by its contraction, accelerates the discharge of
orine, &e.; one of the pairs of muscles called
Acoeleratores urinwm.

Accxxp, ak-sead’, 0. a. (accendo; ad and candeo,

I am white, from canus, white, Lat.) To

et on fire ; to kindle.

Our devotion, if sufficiently accended, would, as theirs,

i bura wp inmumerable books of this sort.—Decay of Piety.
ACCEXDIRILITY, ak-send-e-bil'e<te, s.

The capa-
city of being ignited, kindled, or inflamed.

AccE¥pIBLE, ak-send’e-bl, a. Capable of being

inflamed or kindled.

In Roman An-
quity, a kind of
sssistant giadiators, whose office was to excite and
animate the combatants.

Accexsry, ak-sen’si, 5. In Antiquity, supernumerary

soldiers taken from the fifth class of Roman citi-
zems as a kind of reserved force; also, an inferior
erder of officers, attendant on the Roman magis-
trates, as ushers, sergeants, &ec.

AccEw?, ak’sent, 5. (accentus, from cano, cantum,

to sing, Lat.) The modulation of the voice, or

1 know, sir, I am no flatterer; he that beguileth you

ihsmmmn lain man; which, for m 1
il ot b Shals. ! T et

the particolar stress or force laid upon a syllable ;
accent in this sense is primary or secondary—it is
grester or less, s in the word ac’la-ma”shun, ma
Seing the primary, ac the secondary. When an
sccent is placed on a vowel, it has its long name
soned, as in reoent; when placed on a consonant
vowel, the vowel has its shut or
malice; the mark of accentuation.
whom we have copied in this respect,
three accents—the acute, which raises the

intonation of the voice ; the grave, which depresses
it; and the circumflex, which gives it a modula-
tion ; modulation of the voioe, expressive of passion
or sentiment ;

The tender accents of a woman's

Wil heard and Imreglnia di

WhenP:;‘o ::ugh u::nn'n louder lho:'h prevail.—

poetically, language or expression in general ;
Ho
0]

w many ages hence
Bhall this our lofty scene be acted o’er
In states unborn, and accents yot unknown.—Shaks.
a particular tone or inflection of voice in pronoun-
cing sentences or words, as, an Irish, Scotch, or
English accent ; to write or mark the accentna-
tion of words. Io Music, a swelling of sounds for
the purpose of variety or expression, or an en-
forcement of particalar sounds by the voice or
instruments where the emphasis falls. In common
time, the first and third notes of a word are ac-
cented, and, in treble time, the first and last note.
In Mathematics, accents are used to denote dif-
ference of quantities or magnitudes.

ACCENT, ak-sent’, v.a. To pronounce with the

gropor accent ; to alter a syllable with the proper
orce. .

ACCENTED, ak-sent’ed, part. a. Uttered with ac.
oents ; marked with accents.

ACCENTION, ak-sen’shun, s. (aocensio, Lat.) The
act of kindling ; state of being kindled ; ignition.

ACCENTOR, ak-sen’tur, s. In Music, one who takes
the leading part. In Omithology, the hedge-
sparrow, a genus of birds belonging to the Parine,
or Titmice : Family, Sylviade.

ACCENTUAL, ak-sent’v-al, a. Pertaining to accent,
rhythmical,

ACCENTUATE, ak-sen’tu-ate, v.a. To mark words
with the proper accents. .

ACCENTUATION, ak-sen-tu-a’shun, s. The act of
placing the accents in writing, or of pronouncing
them in speaking.

ACCEPT, ak-sept’, v. a. (accepto, from accipio ; ad
and capio, I take, Lat. accepter, Fr. acceptrr,
Span.) To take or receive what is offered with an
agreeable feeling; to receive with approbation or
favour, as, he accepted the office made to bhim ; to
regard with partiality ; to value or esteem;

It is not good to acosp¢ the person of the wicked.—

. Prov. xviil.
to consent or agree to, as, to accept a treaty; often
followed by of, as, to accept of the terms pro-
posed ; to understand or receive in a particular
sense.

The same epithet in several in-

mrpnutwnm—mw. Worchn'n.vm accpls undry
In Commerce, to agree or promise by signature, to
pay when due, s in a bill of exchange. Acceps~
tng service of process, the agreement by the
attorney or solicitor of a defendant, to socept or
receive, on his client's behalf, such writ or process
from the opposite party, as should have been
served personally upon the defendant at the com-
mencement of legal ings.

ACOEPTABLE, sk-septa-bl, . That may be re-
ceived with agreeable feelings; grateful; pleas-
ing; seasonable. This word is sometimes accented
on the first syllable, as in the following passage :

This woman whom thou mad’st to be my help,
And gave me as thy perfect gift, so good,

8o jusat, 80 acceptable, so divine,
'n.".z from her hand 1 conld expect no f1L—Milton.
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! ACCEPTABILITY—ACCESS.

ACCESSARILY—ACCESSARY. i

ACCEPTABILITY, ak-sept-a-bil'e-te, | 8. The qua-

ACCEPTABLENESS, ak'sept-a-bl-nes,j lity of being
agreeable to a receiver.—Acceptability is seldom
used.

He hath given us his natural blood to be shed for the
remission of our sins, and for obtaining the grace and the
of rep -Bp. Taylor.
Accmuu.r, ak-sep’ts-ble, ad. In an acceptable
manner; in a way which can be received.
Let us have whercby we may serve God -
ably.— Hed. xil. fraco 7 7 aoeep
ACCEPTANCE, ak-

sep’tans, s. Reception with satis-

faction or approbation ;
Thus I embolden'd spake; and freedom used
Permissive, and accep e found.— Milton.

with so as
Mhs::? men cannot be fools good acceptance

aoceptation or reception of the meaning in which a
word is understood—(not used in this sense.)
Acceptance in law, the acceptance or taking any-
thing which a person is not bound to accept or
take, but which, when accepted or taken, becomes
binding in its operation and effects. Acceptance
Jor honour, in Scottish law, the acceptance of a
bill after it lms been proteated against the drawee
for non t of a bill an
engagement to pay a hll weordmg to the tenor
of the acceptance, which may be either absolute or
qualified. An absoluts acceptance is an engage-
ment to pay a bill according to its request, which
is done by the drawee writing Accepted on the
bill, and subscribing his name, or writing Ac-
cepled only ; or merely subscribing at the bottom
or across the bill. A gualified acceptunce is when
a bill is accepted conditionally; as, when goods
conveyed to the drawee are sold, or when a navy
bill is paid or other future bill, which does not
bind the acceptor till the eontmgency has hap-
pened.— Macculloch, also signifies
an agreeing to terms or pmposals in commerce, by
which a bargain is concluded, and the parties
bound; likewise, an agreeing to the act or contract
of another, by some act which binds the p in

|
way by which any thing may be approached ; the '
means or liberty of approaching either to men or
things ; admission ; addition ; increase; accession.
In Medicine, the nmmbhgo of phenomena which
signalize the recurrence of periodical disease, as
intermittent fever, comprehending their cold, hot, |
and sweating
ACOESSARILY.—See Accessorily.
ACCESSARINESS.—See Accessoriness. |
ACCESSARY.—See Accessory.
ACCESSIBLE, ak-sesse-bl, a. That may be 2
proached or reached ; approachable.
ACCESSIBLY, ak-ses’t o-blo. ad. So as to be accessible.
ACCESSION, ak-sesh’un, s. (French; accessio; ad,
and cedo, I go to, Lat.) A coming to; an acced- |
ing to or joining; a going to;
Besides, what wise ol ons be
e PR
increase by something added ; augmentation, as,
an accession of wealth. In Law, a mode of ac-,
quiring property, either natural or artificial.
Natural accession is the young of cattle belonging
to the mother, and the produce of the earth to the
owner of the soil. Artificial accession is that
addition which is the result of human mdn:try
called likewise sndustrial ion, a8 trees planted
or a house built on the property of another, which be- |
longs to the proprietor of the ground, and not to the
planter or builder. Deed of accession, in Scottish
Law, a deed by the creditors of a bankrupt or in- |
solvent debtor, by which they approve of a trust
executed by their debtor for the genenl behoof, |
and bind themselves to concur in the fiduciary '
arrangement proposed for extricating his affairs.—
Bell. The act of arriving at a throne, office, or |
dignity; the invasion of a fit of periodical disease |
or fever.
ACCESSIONAL, ak-sesh’un-al, a. Additional.
ACCESSORIAL, ak-ses-80’ u-d, a. Pertaining to an | \

accessory.
ACCESBORILY, ak’ses-sor-e-ls, ad. In the manner [
of an | access0ry by subordinate means, or in a
y ch

law, as a bishop taking rent reserved on a lease
by his predecessor is an acceptance in terms of the
lease. In C Law, it denotes the accepting
or taking of one thing as a compensation for the
payment or performance of another. In Mer-
chandise, a bill of exchange accepted.

ACCEPTATION, ak-sep-ta’shun, s. Favourable re-
ceptlon. state of boxng acoeptable; favourable

or (the word more gene-

ully used in this sense); the meaning or sense
in which a word or expreesion is understood or
generally received ; reception in general, whether
good or bad. —Not used in this senso.

ACCEPTER,) ak-septur, s. One who accepts. An

ACCEPTOR,) accepter of a bill, the drawee or per-
son who, by his signing it, becomes bound to pay
it when due.

ACCEPTILATION, al-nep-u-la shun, &. (acceptilatio,

Lat.) The remission of a debt without payment

of any consideration.

AcCCEPTION, sk-sep’shun, &. The received sense of

a word ; acceptance; state of being accepted.—

Obsolete.

ACCEPTIVE, ak-sep’tiv, a. Ready to accept.

The people are very awepcm, and apt to applaud an;
meritable pvorb—-lkn Pt v

; not as a principal, but a
subordmate agent.

ACCESSORINESS, ak’ses-sor-e-nes, s. The state of
being accessory ; or of being or acting in & secon-
dary character.

ACCESSORY,) ak’ses-gor-e, a. (accessorius, from

ACCESB8ARY, accedo, accessus, Lat.) Acceding:

eontrilmting-, aiding in producing some effect or

acting in subordination to the principal agent;

usuallymubadmn,u,aocemytnf ¥ 5

aiding in certain dcts, or in & secondary manner,

a8, a to music. In Law, a person guilty oX

a felony, not by committing the crime in person or

as a principal, but by advising, commeuding, or

otherwise inciting another to its commission. In

Treason, there are no accessories. An accessory

before the fact, is one who counsels or commands

auother to commit a felony; afler the fact, the
one who receives and conceals the offender. In
common language, that which accedes to some-
thing else, as its principal. In Scottish Law, an

accessory action is oue in some degree mb.ernent
to others, as those of wak

Acoessory obligations, in the same hw, obl:gauon.

ld)ecud to antecedent or primary obligations, as

cautionary obligations and bonds of corroboration,

Acc‘x-"n. ak-ses’, 5. (acccssms, Lat.) Approach or

and the regular payment of interest. Amo:
Painters, accessories are the ormamental pa:g
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. Accrscr, ak-sinkt’,

ACCESSUS—ACCIPITER.

ACCIPITRARY—ACCOMMOUDATING.

of a picture, as vases, armour, &c. In the
Fioe Arts, anything introduced into a work that
is Dot essential to the main design. Accessory
merves, in Anatomy, a pair of narves, which, ris-
ing from the medulla in the vertebrse, ascend and
eoter the skull; then passing out with the par
cagum, are distributed into the muscles of the
peck and shoulders.

Accessus, ak-ses’sus, s. (Latin.) In Antiquity, a
cimbing machine for ascending the walls of be-

places.
| ACCIACCATURA, ak-se-a-ka-ti'rs, s, (Italian.) In

Music, a term denoting the patting down, along
with any interval, the half note below it, and in-
stantly taking off the finger which has struck the
lowest of the two notes, continning the sound of
the other note till the harmony is changed.

. Accioexca, ak’se-dens, 5. (See Accident.)
small book containing lhe rudiments of grammar,
snd explaining the properties of the parts of

speach,

AccIDEXT, ak’se-dent, 5. (accidens, falling, from ad
and cado, 1 fall, Lat.) Literally, a falling or
coming ; an event which takes place without being
foreseen or expected; a casualty; a contingency;
chance. In Grammar, something belonging to &
word, but not essential fo it, as gender, number,
inflection. In Heraldry, a point or mark, not
essential to a coat of arms.  In Logic, a property
or quality of a thing which is not essential to it,
s whiteness, sweetness, softness, clothes. In
Metaphysica, accidents are distinguished into pri-
mary and secondary. Primary accidents are such
as are absolute, as quantity and quality.

ACCIDEXTAL, ak-se-den‘tal, a. (French.) Casual;
fortuitous ; bappening by chance; baving the
quality of an accident; non-essential. In Morbid
Anstomy, the term is applied to all structures
developed, as the consequences of a morbid process ;
—4. & property which is ron tial. 4
colowrs, colours depending on the light of the eye,
and not belonging to light itself, or to any quality
of the lumi ob)ect. Accidental point, in Per-
spective, that point in which a right line, drawn
from the eye parallel to another right line, cuts
the picture or plane.

Ao:mmn.a, ak-se-den’tals, s. pL In Painting,
forty or ch effects produced from rays of
Bght falling on certain object.s, by which they are
brought into stronger light than they otherwise
would be.  Accidentals, in Music, are those flats
=d sharpe which are preﬁxed to the notes in a
movement, and which would not be considered so
by the aharps aud flats in the signature.

ACCIDENTALLY, sk-se-den‘tal-le, ad. Casually;
fortuitously.

ACCIDENTALNESS, ak-se-den’tal-nes, s. The qua
Bty of being accidental.

Acunl:rnnv. ak-se-den’sha-re, a. Pertaining to
the accidence or the accidents of grammar.

Acciviocs, ak-sid’yus, a. (akidia, Gr.) Slothfnl.

AccipITY, ak-sid’e-te, 8. Slothfulness.

) Gied I'

a. (accinctus,
prepared ; ready.
Aocxn:wen.-—\eo ACIPIERSER.
AcctriexnT, ak-sip'e-ent, s. (accipiens, Lat.) A
receiver.

! AoCiPTTRR, ak-sip'e-tur, 8. (L-t,m. s bawk.) The

Sparrow-hawk, a genus of rapacious birds: Sub-
family, Aceipitrine.

r

ACCIPITRARY, ak-sip’e-tra-re, 8. One who catches
birds of prey.

AcCIPITRINE, ak-sp-e-trine, 5. A subfamily of
the rapacious birds, embracing the hawks.

AccrsMus, ak-sis'mus, s. (Latin.) A feigned denial.
In Rhetoric, ironical dissimulation.

AccrTe, ak-site’, v. a. (accitus, Lat.) To cite; to
call; to summons.—Qbsolete.

‘We will accite all our state.—Shaks

AccrLaiM, ak-klame', v. n. (acclamo, Lat.) To ap-
pland;—s. a shout of pnuse.

ACCLAMATION, ak-kla-ma’shun, &. (acclamaho,
Lat.) Shouts of applause by a multitude ; unani-
mous and |mmedut.o election. In Archaxology,
representation in sculpture or on , of peopl
expressing joy.

A | AcCLAMATORY, ak-klam’a-tur-e, a. With ap-

plause.

ACCLIMATE, ak-klimate, v.a. To halituate the
body to a foreign climate, s0 as not to be peculiarly
liable to its endemic diseases.— Webater.

ACCLIMATED, ak-kli'ma-ted, a. Inured to a change
of climate.

ACCLIMATION, ak-kli-ma’shun, s. (ad, to, clima,
climate, Lat.) Naturalization to climate.

ACCLIMATISB, ak-kli'ma-tize, v. a. To accustom
plants aud animals to a climate new to them.

Accuuxrmua. ak-kli‘ma-ture, s. Act of acclimat-
ing; state of being acclimated.

AccLIvE, ak-klive’, a. (acclivis, Lat.) Rising with
s rapid slope.

Nearly as acclive as a desk.—Audrey.

Accuivis, ak-kli'vis, s. A muscle of the belly, so
named from the oblique ascent of its fibres.

AccriviTy, ak-kliv'e-te, &. (acclirus, Lat.) A steep
rising ground ; the ascent of a hill.

AccLivous, ak-kli'vus, a. Rising with a slope.

AccLoy, ak-kloy’, v. a. (from enclouer, Fr. or, ac-
cording to Junius, from the verb to clog.) To fill
up; to satiate; to clog.—Nearly obsolete.

At the well-head the purest streams arise,

But mucky filth his brauching arms annoys,

And with untimely weeds the gentle wave accloys.—
Spenser

Accott, ak-koyl', 0. n. (see Coil.) To crowd about.
—Obsolete.

ACCOLENT, ak-ko'lent, s. (accolens, Lat.) He that
inhabits near a place ; a borderer.

About the cauldron many cooks accoil'd.—Spenser.

ACCOLADE, ak-ko-lade’, &. (ad, to, and collum, the
neck, Lat.) A ceremony formerly used in the
conferring of knighthood, by the king embracing
the knight, or laying his sword upon his shoulder.

ACCOMMODABLE, ak-kom’mo-da-bl, a. That may
be fitted.

ACCOMMODABLENESS, ak-kom’mo-da-bl-nes, .
The capability of accommodating.

ACCOMMODATE, ak-kom’mo-date, v.a. (accommodo,
ad, and cuommodo, I help or profit, Lat.) To sup-
ply with conveniences of any kind; to adapt; to
fit; to make consistent with; to reconcile; to
adjust. In Commerce, to lend ;—v. n. to be con-
formable to ;—a. suitable.

ACCOMMODATELY, ak-kom’mo-date-le, ad. Suit-
ably ; fitly.

ACCOMMODATENESS, ak-kom'mo-date-nes, s. Fit-
ness.

AcCOMMODATING, ak-kom’mo-date-ing, .  Dis-
posed to agree with ; obliging; suitable. "




ACCOMMODATION—ACCORD.

ACCORDABLE—ACCOUCHMENT.

Aocomlooxrlon, ak-kom’mo-da-shun, s  Pro-
vision of conr ; things requisite to ease
and refreshment ; conveniences; reconciliation of
differences between parties; ldapt.ahon fitness.
In Commerce, a lending of money. Accommodation
note, in America, a note drawn and offered for dis-
oount, in opposition to one which the owner has
received for goods. In England, an
dation bill is a bill given instead of a loan of
money. Accommodation is also used as a note
lent merely to accommodate the borrower. In
Theology, the verb means the application of one
thing to another by analogy, as the words of a

motion, applied to the motion of either persons or
things;
That which groweth of its own accord thou shalt not
reap.—Lev. xxv.
adjustment of & dlﬁ'ennee; reconciliation.

If both are satisfied with this acrord,
Swear by the laws of knighthood on my sword.—

In Law, an agreement between parties in contro-
versy, by which satisfaction for an injary is stipu-
lated ;—v. a. to make to agree or correspond ; to
adjust one thing to another;

Her hands accorded the lute's 1ausick to her volce; her

prophecy to a future event. A dation lad-
der, a light ladder hung over the side of a ship at
the gangway.

ACCOMMODATOR, ak-kom’mo-day-tur, s. He who
manages or adjusts a thing.

ACCOMPANABLE, ak-kum’pa-na-bl, a. Bocial.—
Not used.
ACCOMPANIER, sk-kum’pa-ne-ur, s. One who

makes part of the company ; a companion.

ACCOMPANIMENT, ak-kum’ps-ne-mient, s. That
ment, or for the sake of symmetry; the instru-
mental or the subordinate part of a concert.
Accompani , in Painting, are objects used for
ornament to the chief figures. In Heraldry,
things added by way of ornament to the shield.
It is also used for several bearings about a principal
one, as s saltier, bead, &c.

ACCOMPANEST, ak-kum’pa-nist, s. One who takes
the accompanying or instrumental part in perform-
ing a piece of music.

ACCOMPAXY, ak-kum’pa-ne, v. a. (accompagner,
Fr.) To go with or attend another person as
a companion ;—o. n. to associate with; to co-
habit. In Music, to perform the accompanying

parts.

AccoMpLICE, ak-kom'plis, s. (complice, Fr.) An
associate; a partner in crime. By the law of
Scotland, accomplices cannot be prosecuted till the
principal offenders are convicted.

AccoMPLISH, ak-kom’plish, v. a. (accomplir, Fr.
from , Lat.) To complete; to execute
fully; to fulfl as a prophecy ; to, gain; to obtain;
to adorn or furnish either mind or body.

ACCOMPLISHABLE, ak-kom’plish-a-bl, a. Capable
of accomplishment.

ACCOMPLISHED, ak-kom’plish-ed, a. Completo in
some qualification ; elegant; finished in respect of
embellishments: used commonly with respect to
acquired qualifications, without including woral
excellence.

AcCCOMPLISHER, ak-kom’plish-ur, s, One who ac-
complishes.

Accoumsaxm, ak-kom’plish-ment, s. Comple-
tion ; full performance ; perfection ; embellishment;
eleganoa- ornament of mind or body, the act of
obtaining or perfecting anything ; attainment.

AccoMPT, ak-kownt', 5. (compter, Fr.) An account;
a reckoning. —See Account.

ACCOMPTANT, ak-kown'tant, s. (French.) A com-
puter; a reckoner.—See Accountant.

ACCORD, ak-kawrd’, s. (French.) Agreement; har-
mony of minds; concurrence of opinion; agree-
ment in pitch and tone; harmony of sounds; con-
cord, the word more generally used ; just corre-
spondence or hlrmony of things, as of light and
shade in will; spont: or voluntary

¢ g3

which attends a person or thing by way of orna- | .
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P d to the mutic.—Sidney.
to uettle to adjust or compose;
‘Which may better accord all difficulties.—South.
to give, grant, or concede, as, he accorded bhis re-
quest; to agree; to be in correspondence; to har-
monize in pitch and tone.
The tl, 1y nigh
Amrl;.itny t:hnr:theo'ueg'l: %‘im tale.—Ben Jonson.
ACCORDABLE, ak-kawr'da-bl, a. Agreeabls; con-
sonant.—Obsolete.
It is not discordable
Unto my word, but accordable.—~ Gower.

ACCORDANCE, ak-kawr'dans, }

ACCORDANCY, ak-kawr'dan-ge, s Agreement.

ACCORDANT, ak-kawr'dant, a. Consonant; corre-
sponding.

ACCORDANTLY, ak-kawr'dant-le, ad. In an accor-
dant manner.

ACCORDATURA, ak-kawr-da-ti'ra, 8. (Italian.) In
Music, a particular mode of tuning a stringed in-
strument.

ACCORDED, ak-kawrd’ed, part. . Harmonious in
pitch and tone; adjusted.

The lights and shades, whose well accorded strife
Gives all the strength and colour of our life.—FPope.

ACCORDER, &k-kawr/dur, s&. One who accords; an
assistant; a helper; a favourer.—Not used.

Acconnme, ak-kawrd'ing, part. a. Agreeing ; har-
monizing ;

‘The according music of a mixt state.—Fope.
suitable ; agreeable; in accordance with.
Our zeal should be according to our knowledge.—Sprat.

AccorpINGLY, ak-kawrding-le, s. Agreeably;
opposite ; suitably ; conformably.

ACCORDION, ak-kawr'de-un, s&. A musical instru-
ment with keys, inflated on the principle of a pair
of bellows, and the tones of which are generated
by the play of wind on small metallic reeds.

ACCORPORATE, ak-kawr’po-rate, v. a. (ad, and cor-
pus, a body, Lat.) To unite.—Obsolete.

Accost, ak-kost’, v. a. (accoster, Fr.) To speak
first to; to uddma —o. n. to adjoin.—Obsolete.

All the shores which to the sea accoste,
The day and night doth ward both far md wide.—

Spenser.
ACCOSTABLE, sk-kos'ta-bl, a. Easy of access;
fumiliar.
ACCOSTED, ak-kos'ted, part. Addressed first ;—a.
In Heraldry, side by side.
ACCOUCHEUR, ak-koo-sheur, s. (French.) A man-
midwife,
Accgucmmsn, ak-koo-sheuz, s. (French.) A mid-
-wite.
NoTE.~—eu in these words has the sound of the French
w, as heard in the Scotch pronunciation of the word soot.
ACCOUCHMENT, ak-kootsh’ment, or, in French, a-
koogh-mong, . (French.) Lying in; in chxldbed
the delivery of a woman in childbed.”




ACCOUNT— ACCREDIT.

ACCREDITATION—ACCURACY.

" AocouT, ak-kownt', 5. (accompt, old Fr.) A com-
| potation of debts or expenses; s register of facts
. relsting to monev; the state or result of a com-
| putation; value, importance, or estimation ; profit ;
| advantage; distinction ; rank; dignity: a narra-
tive; s relation ; an examination of an affair taken
by suthority ; the relations and reasons of a trans-
action given to a person in authority; assignment
of causes ;—v a. (acconter, old Fr. accontare,
Ital) to esteem; to hold in opinion; to reckon;
to assign to as a debt ; to make account, that is, to
bave a previous opinion.—Obsolete. In Law, a
writ of account is one which the plaintiff brings,
demanding that the defendant should render his
first sccount, or show cause to the contrary. In
Commerce, accounts, arithmetical computations in
whether of time, weight, measure, money,
Books of accounts, or merchants’ accounts,
thoes books in which the transactions of a mer-
chant are entered in proper order. To accoust of,
to bold in esteem.
Sllver was not accountsd of in the days of Solomon.—
Kiags x.

To open an accownt, is to enter it for the first time
inaledger. 7o keep open account, is when mer-
chants agree to honour each other’s bills of exchange
reciprocally ;—. %. to reckon; to compute; to
gve an asccount; to assign the cause; to make
up the reckoning; to answer; to appear, as the
i medium by which anything may be explained.

| AccovsTaBLE, ak-kown'tabl, a. Of whom an
scoount may be required ; answerable.
AcCOUNTABLENESS, ak-kownt'a-bl-ues, & The
state of being accountable.

ACCOUNTABILITY, ak-kown-ta-bil'e-te, s. Liability
to render an account; responsibility.
ACCOUNTABLY, ak-kownt’a-ble, ad. In an account-
manner. .

AccOUNTANT, ak-kown’tant, &. A computer; a
man skilled or employed in keeping accounts.
Accountant-general, an officer in the court of Chan-
cery who receives all monies Jodged in court, and
pays the same to the bank ; also, the principal or
responsible acoountant in the offices of Excise and
Customs, in the India House, Bauk of England, &c.
AccounTaNTsHIP, ak-kown'tant-ship, s. The office
or duties of an accountant.

| AccounTixG, ak-kown'ting, 8. The act of reckoning
or making up accounts.

AccourLs, ak-kup'pl, v. a. (accoupler, Fr.) To
couple ; to join; to link together.

| The set of coupling or joining together.

| AccovRAGE, ak-kur'aje, v a. To encourage.

But the same forward twain would accourage.—Spenser.

| Accourr, ak-korte', v. a. To entertain courteously.

! ‘Who all the while were at wanton rest,

| Aecourting each his friend with lavish feast.—

Spenser.

| AocouTRE, ak-koo'tur, ®. a. (accoutre, Fr.) To

!l dress; to equip.

ACCOUTREMENTS, ak-koo'tur-ments, s (French.)

Dress; equipage; furniture; trappings; ornaments;

! equipment of a soldier.

i Accoy, ak-koy’, v. @. (accoisir, old Fr.) To render

quiet or diffident ; to soothe; to caress.—Qbsolete,
Thea is yoar less tong yed.—Sf 3

Accrepry, ak-kred’it, »v. a. (accredo, Lat. accredi-

ter, Fr.) To countenance; to procare honour or

credit to any person or thing.

AccOUPLEMENT, ak-kup’pl-ment, 2. (old French.) | &

ACCREDITATION, ak-kred-e-ta’sbun, & That which
gives a title to credit.

ACCREDITED, ak-kred'it-ed, a.
tation ; confidential.

ACCRESCENT, ak-kres’sent, a, (accresco, Lat.) In-
creasing ; growing up.

ACCRESCIMENTO, ak-kres-se-men‘to, s. (Italian,
from accrescere, to increase.) In Music, the in-
crease by one half of its original duration which-a |
note gains by having a dot appended to the right
of it.

ACCRETION, ak-kre'shun, s. (accretio, Lat.) An
increass or growth by the addition of new parts,
not by alimentary supply; an addition of matter
to any body externally; the growing together
of parts naturally separate, as the fingers and
toes. In Civil Law, the adhering of property to
something else, by which the owner of one thing
becomes possessed of a right to another, as when
8 legacy is left to two persons, and one of them
dies before the ‘testator, the legacy devolves by
right of accretion.

ACCRETIVE, ak-kre'tiv, a. Increasing in size by
external augmentation.

AcCroOACH, ak-kro'tsh, v. a. (accrocher, Fr.) To
draw to one as with a hook; to draw away that
which is another's by degrees; to encroach.—Ob-
solete.

Fire, when to towe it a) ef
Torglm ::on the smug‘x'mm—am.

ACCROACHMENT, ak-kro’tsh-ment, s. The act of
accroaching.

ACCRUE, ak-kroo’, v. n. (accroitre, accru, Fr.) To
be added to; to append to, or arise frum; to be
produced or arise, as profits in business.

ACCRUMENT, ak-kroo'ment, 5. Addition ; increase.

ACCUBATION, ak-ku-ba’shan, s. (accubo, to lie down,
Lat.) The ancient posture of leaning at meals,

Accums, ak-kumb’, v. n. (accumbo, Lat.) To lie at
the table according to the ancient manner.

ACCUMBENCY, ak-kum’ben-se, 8. The act of leaning.

ACCUMBENT, ak-kumbent, a. (uccumbo, Lat.)
Leaning or reclining as the ancients at table. In
Botany, when vne part of an organ is applied to
another by its edge, it is said to be accumbent in
contradistinction to incumbent ;—s. one who is
placed at a dinner table, but without reference to
the ancient mode of reclining at meals.—Not nsed
as a noun.

What a penance must be done
-i::ziixg out the passage through

Of allowed repn-

l‘u“y every accumbant in
these dishes.—Bp.

ACCUMULATE, ak-ku'mu-late, v. a. (accumulo, Lat.)
To heap up one thing upon another; to pile up;
to heap together; to amass; to collect or bring
together, as, to accumulate wealth:—v. n. to in-
crease in size, number, or quantity; to increase
greatly ;—a. collected into a mass or heap.

ACCUMULATION, ak-ku-mu-la’shun, s. The act of
accamulating ; the state of being accumulated.

ACCUMULATIVE, ak-ku'mu-lay-tiv, a. That accu-
mulates ; that is accumulated; heaping up.

ACCUMULATIVELY, ak-ku'mu-lay-tiv-le,ad. Inan
accumulating manner ; in heaps.

ACCUMULATOR, ak-ku’'mu-lay-tur,s. One who ao-
cumulates; a gatherer or heaper together.

Acouraoy, ak’ku-ra-se, s (accuratio, ad and
curare, to take care, Lat.) Exactness; nicety;
exact conformity to truth or to rule; correctness;
closeness; tightness. »




ACCURATE—ACELDAMA.

ACEPHALA—ACERINEE.

ACCURATE, ak’ku-rate, a. Exact; not careless;
without failure or defect; determinate; precisely
fixed ; close; perfectly.tight.

ACCURATELY, ak’ku-rate-le, ad. Exactly; without
error; nicely; closely.

AccuraTeNESs, ak’ku-rate-nes, s Exactness;
nicety; accuracy; precision.

Accursg, ak-kurs’, v. a. (ses Curse.) To doom to
misery or destruction; to evoke misery npon any
one.

ACCURSED, ak-kur'sed, part. a. Cursed or doomed
to mi seldom used);

Whe:el:l’{ld—egrmd mr&g 'lnd cast down from his
throne Heury 1V., there were none so hardy as defend
their lord.—Sir W. Raleigh.

that deserves the curse; execrable; hateful; de-

testable; wicked; malicious. With divines, lying

under the sentence of excommunication.

ACCUSABLE, ak-kuza-bl, . That may be censured ;
blamable; culpable.

ACCUSANT, ak-ku'zant,s. One who accuses,

AccusaTION, ak-ku-za’shun, 8. (accusatio, Lat.)
The act of accusing; the charge brought against
any one by the accuser ; the declaration containing
the charge.

They set over his head his accusation.—Matt. xxvil,

In Law, a declaration of some crime prefeired be-

fore a competent judge, in order to have punish-

ment inflicted on the guilty person.

AcCUSATIVE, ak-ku'za-tiv, a. (accusativus, Lat.)
Censuring ; accusing. 8. In Grammar, the case of
the noun, on which the action implied in the verb
terminates. In English Grammar it is called the
objective case.

ACCUSATIVELY, ak-ku'za- tiv-le, ad. In an accusa-
tive manner. In Grammar, relating to the accu-
sative case.

ACCUSATORY, ak-ku'za-tur-e, a. (accusatorius, Lat.)
Accusing; containing or producing an accusation.

Accusg, ak-kuze’, v. a. (accuso, Lat.) To charge
with s crime; to impeach; to blame or censure;
followed by of.

ACCUSER, ak-ku'zur, s.
against another.

AccusroM, ak-kus'tum, v. a. (accoutumer, Fr.) To
habitaate; to form a habit by practice; to inure;
—v. n. to be wont to do anything; to cobabit.—
Obsolete.

‘We with the best men accustom openly.—Milton.
—s. custom.—Obsolete.

Justinian or Trebonian defines matrimony, ¢ a conjunc-
tion of man and woman containing individual accusiom
of )ife.'— Milton.

ACCUSTOMABLE, ak-kus'tum-ma-bl, a. Of long
custom or habit; habitual; customary.

ACCUSTOMABLY, ak-kus'tum-ma-ble, ad. Accord-
ing to custom; habitnally.

ACCUSTOMANCE, ak-kus-tum’ans, s. Custom ; use;
habit.—Obsolete.

ACCUSTOMARILY, ak-kustum-ma-re-le, ad. In a
customary manner.—Seldom used.

ACCUSTOMARY, ak-kustum-ma-re, a. Usual ; prao-
tised ; according to custom.

ACCUSTOMED, ak-kustumd, a.
tom; frequent; usual

ACE, ase’, 8. (eis, Gr. as, Fr.) A unit; a single
point of cards or dice; a small quantity; a particle;
an atom. Aoce-point, a card or the side of a die
whish has but one point.

ACELDAMA, a-sel’da-ma, s. (Hebrew.) A fleld of

One who brings a charge

According to cus-

bribe which Judas took for betraying Lis master,
and therefore called the field of blood.

No mystery but that of love divine,

‘Which lifts us on the seraph’s flaming

From earth's aceldama, this field of blood,

Of inward anguish, and of outward woe.— Young.

ACEPHALA, a-sef'a-la, 8. (a, privative, and kephale,
the head, Gr.) Headless animnals. An order of
Mollusca, comprehending all the inhabitants of
biralve shells, and some of the multi-valves, as well
8s others which have no shells. They form two
sections—the A. Testaces, those which have shells,
and the A. Nuda, or naked, which have no shells.
Also an order of insects.

ACEPHALISM, a-sef’a-lizm, 8.
feetus without a head.

AcepHALL, a-sef’a-li, s. In English History, a
pame given in the reign of Hetry I. to a sect of
levellers, because they were not believed to possess
even a tenement to entitle them to have the right
of acknowledging a superior lord. In our ancient
law books, the term is used for persons who held
nothing in fee. In Ecclesiastical History, the
name appears to have been first applied to the
persons who refused to follow either John of An-
tioch or St. Cyril, in a dispute which happened in
the council of Ephesus, in 431. The naine wau also
given to those bishops who were exempted from
the jurisdiction and discipline of their patriarth.
They were generally Eutychians, or persons who
believed that Christ had only one nature.

ACEPHALOBRACH, a-sef’a-lo-brak, s. (a, Rephale,
and brachion, an arm, Gr.) A fetos without
head and arms. ’

ACEPHALOCHIRUS, a-sef-a-lo-ki'rus, 5. (a,
and cheir, the hand, Gr.) A feetus without head
and hands. )

ACKPHALOCYSTIS,) a-sef’a-lo-sist:, s. (@, privative,

ACEPHALOCYSTS, kephale, a head, and kystis,
a bladder, Gr.) A genus of Entozos, or intestival
animal, consisting of a simple bladder, without
heads, or other visible organs; formerly included,
with certain others, under the name Hyatides, in
the geuus Twnia of Linnmus. The condition of
animal life in the Acephalocysts are so obecure
that many naturslists bave regarded it only as a
particular mode of organic alteration, and, conse-
sequently, destitnte of animal vitality.

ACEPHALOUS, a-8ef'a-lus, a. Without a head.

ACER, a'ser, s. (Latin, sharp, from the wood having
been formerly manunfactured into heads of pikes
and other weapons.) The Maple, a genus of
plants. Tho A. Pseudo-platanus, the Plane-tree
of Scotland, and called Sycamore in England, is
the only British species. A. saccharinum, a native
of North America, yields sugar from its sap, of
which an ordinary tree, in & good season, gives
from 20 to 80 gallons, affording 5 or 6 lbs. of
granulated sugar: Type of the order Acere.

ACERACEX, as-er-a’se-e, %a. (acer, one of the

ACERINEX, a-se-rin’-e-e, genera.) A natural

order of monopetalous Exogens, allied to the Tili-
acex or Lindens; the flowers aro unsyminetrical,
stamens hypogynous, and inserted upon a disk;
froit winged ; pistils two-lobed and winged ble-
hind ; style one; stigmas two; the species are all
trees or shrubs, with opposite stalked exstipulate
leaves. The sap of most of the species yields a
saccharine substance, of which sugar is manufuc-
tured in North America.

The condition of &

bl:,od; a field near Jerusalem purchased with the




' ACERANS—ACETIC ACID.

ACETIFICATION—ACHERUSIAN.

Acnus. aser-ans,) s (a, privative, and keras; a
| ACERA, o'ser-a, horn, Gr.) A family of in-
| sects whu:h lnw neither _wings nor antennae.
ACERAS, a's0-ras, 8. (v, privative, and keras, a horn
I or spur.) A genus of plants: Order, Orchidaces.
|' AcEmatE, as'er-ate, 5. A salt, with the basis of
Eme, found in the sap of the Acer campestre, or
common ma’)le.
‘v ACERB, a-serb’, a. (acerbus, sour, Lat.) Having a
rough acid taste like that of the slos or nuripe

i
il

plam.

, ACKRBATE, a-ser’bate, v. a.  To make sour.

| ACERRITY, a-ser’be-te, s. (acerbitas, Lat.) A rough
sour taste; sharpness of temper; severity.

i' AcERIC, a-ser’ik, a. Permu.ng to the maple.
Aceric acid, an acid which exists in the juice of-
thmphtru,mmpoh'e,mtheshnpeofm

' scerate of lime.

| AcERINA, a-se-ri'ns, s. (acer, sbarp, Lat.) A genus

|I of fishes : Family, Percidee.

ACEROSE, u’o-me, a. (aceroeus, Lat.) Mixed

' ACEROUS, as’e-rus, with chaff; chaffy; resem-
| bing chaff. In Botany, applied to leaves which
are linear and permanent in the form of & needls,

. a3 in the pins and juniper, or yew;— acer,

|

|| AckRVAL, a-ser'val, & Occuring in heaps.

-, ACERVATE, a-ser'vale, v. a. (acaw, Lat.) Toheap

|

toguther.
| AcavaTiON, a-ser-va’shun, s. The act of heap-

ing together.
Acmon. :-eer’von. a. Full of heaps.
ACRSCEXCE, maenu, . (acesco, Lat.) Sour-
ACESCENCY, a-ses’sen se, ness ; acidity.
| ACESCENT, a-ses’sent, aG. aning a tendency to
' sonrness; turning sour or tart;—s. an article of
. dister medicine which readily becomes acid.
| ACROTIS, a-ses’tis, s. (akestes, a healer, Gr.) A
. fetitions sort of chrysacollo made of Cyprian ver-
digris, urine, and nitre.
I ACETABULUM, a-se-tab’u-lum, &. (Latin word for a
vibegar cruet.) A measure containing two ounces
l and a balf; a bemispherical hollow body or cup.
i In Ammny. the cup-like cavity which reeeives
the besd of the femur or thigh-bone. In Botany,
[ mel-won, a species of Tubularia, & powerful

Al:rnwuronl. a-set-tab'u-le-fawrm, a. Cup-

Al:nulocl, &n—hn-u, a. Pertaining to an
adid, as, acetarious , those used in making
salads, such as lettuce, mmtud, cress, &c.

‘ ACETARY, as’e-ta-re,s. Anacid pulpy snbstance i
certain fruits, as the pear, inclosed in a congeries

small calculous bodies towards the base of the

3

1
|
. ’hl, s. In Pharmacy, an acetate, a
formed by the union of aeetic acid with an
or metallic base. The followmgmunod
medicine :—A. Ammonis, acetate of ammonia;
Ouwi, te of copper; A. Morphii, acetate
Barym, acetate of barytes; A.
wd.tu soda; A. Feri, acetate of
3 A. Hydrargyri, acetate of mercury; A.
Plombi, acetate of lead; A. Potass®, acetate of

'A

wwa

}

i ACBTATE, as’se-tate, s.—See Acetas.
) M-:.lim, ad’o-tay-ted, a. Combined with acetic

: Acanic AcID, a-set’k as’sid, s. Concentrated vine-

gar, obtained from weod by distillation, or from the
acetates, by decomposition with sulphuric acid.

ACETIFICATION, a-set-e-fe-ka’shun, s. The act of
making acid or sonr; the operation of making
vinegar.

ACETIFY, a-set’e-fi, v. a. To convert into acid or
vinegar.

ACETITE, as’e-tite, . A salt supposed to be formed
with an acid, containing the same proportions of
carbon and hydrogen as the acetic acid, but with
less oxygen. As, however, there is no such acid,
the term acetite is not now used.’

ACETOMETER, a-se-tom’e-tur, s. (acetum, -vinegnr,
Lat. and metron, a measure, Gr.) An instrument
for ascertaining the strength of acids.

ACETOSE, a-se-tose’, a. (acefeux, Fr.) Having a
sharp sour taste.

ACETOSELLA, a-8e-to-sclla, 8. The Wood-sorrel, a
species of Oxalis: Order, Oxalidm.

ACETOSITY, a-se-tos’e-te, 8. Sourness; acidity.

ACETOUS, a-se’tus, a. (acetum, Lat.) Having the
quality of vinegar; sour.

ACETUM, a-se’tum, s. (Latin.) Vinegar.

ACHEAN, a-ke'an, a. Pertaining to Acbais, a pro-
vince in Greece.

ACHZENIUN, or ACHENIUM, a-ke’ne-um, s. (a, priv.
and chaino, I gape, Gr.) A small bony fruit, con-
sisting of a single seed, which neither adheres to
the pericarp, nor opens when ripe.

ACHXUS, a-ke'us, s. A genus of Décapod crusta-
ceans: anily, Brachyura,

ACHANIA, a-ka'ne-a, s. (from akanes, closed, Gr.
becanse the corolla does not open out as in most
malvaceous plants, but remains always rolled up.)
A genus of plants: Order, Malvaces.

ACHATINA, a-ka-ti'na, s. (achates, the agate, Gr.
and Lat.) A genus of terrestrial snails, the in-
habitants of oval, oblong, ventricose shells, striated
longitudinally ; outer lip always thin; base of the
pillar truncated or sinuated before it joins the outer
lip: Family, Helicide.

ACHATINE, a-ka-ti'ne, 5. A subfamily of the Heli-
cide, in which the shell is spiral ; aperture oblong
or oval, always equal, and generally shorter thun
the spire.

ACHATINELLA, a-ka-te-nella, s. A small subgenus
of the Agate shells; sub-trochiform; spire obtuse ;
outer lip with a thickened internal margin: Fa-
mily, Helicidze.

ACHATMA, a-kat'ma, s. (achates, the agate, Gr.)
A name applied by some naturalists to the Agate
snails, inbabitants of the shells so called.—See
Achatina.

ACHE, ake, s. (ace, Sax. aches, Gr.) A continued
pain ;—o. . to be in pain; to suffer grief; to be
distressed.

ACHERKER, a-ker’nur, 8. A star of the firstgnag-
nitude, in the southern extfemity of the constella-
tion Eridanas.

ACHENON, ak'cr-un, s. (achos, grief, Gr.) A river
in Greece, fabled by the poets as that of hell.

ACHERONTIA, ak-er-on’she-a, s. (from Acheron.)
A gonus of Lepidopterous insects: Family, Cre-
puscularia.

ACHERSET, ak'er-set, s. An ancient measure of
corn, supposed to have been about 8 bushels.

ACHERUSIA, a-ker-0o'zhe-a, 8. A river, fubled as
the entrance to the infernal regions.

ACHERUSIAN, a-ker-oo'shan, a. Pertaining to
Acherusia, a lake in Campania in Italy. 2




ACHIAS—ACHYRANTHES.

ACHYRONIA—ACINACIFORM.

ACHIAS, a'’ke-as, 5. A genus of Dipterous insects :
Family, Muscidz.

ACHIEVABLE, a-tsheve’a-bl, a. Possible to be done.

ACHIEVABLENESS, u-tsheve’a-bl-nes, s. The state
of being able to be performed.

ACHIEVANCE, a-tshe'vans, .s. Performance.

ACHIEVE, a-tsheve’, 0. a. (acherer, Fr.) To per-
form; to finish ; to accomplish.

ACHIEVEMENT, a-tsheve’ment, s. (achevement, Fr.)
The performance of an action; a great or heroic
action. In Heraldry, the escutcheon, or ensigns
armorial, granfed to a person for the performance
of great actions: the term is now generally applied
to the armorial ensigns of deceased persons.—
Sometimes pronounced Aatsh’'ment.

ACHIEVER, a-tshe’vur, s. One who performs what
he endeavours or purposes.

ACHILLEA, a-kil-le'a, 8. A genus of Composite
plants, so named from one of its species, millfoil,
having been used by Achilles in curing Telephus;
also, a genus of flat cartilaginous fishes.

AcBILLES TENDOX, a-kil'les ten’dun, s. The strong
tendon of the gastro-enemius and soleus muscles,
inserted into the heel.

ACHING, ake'ing, s. Pain; uneasiness; distress.

AcHIOTE.—See Anotta.

ACBIRITE, ak’e-rite, . Green Malachite, a species
of copper ore.

ACHIRUS, a-ki'rus, s. A genus of flat fishes: Fa-
mily, Pleurénectida.

ACHLAMYDEE, ak-la-mid’e-e, 8. (@, without, and
chlamys, a tunic, Gr.) A term applied to those
plants which have neither calyx nor corolla.

ACHLAMYDEOUS, ak-la-mid’e-us, a. Pertaining to
the Achlamydese, or plunts having naked flowers,
that is, inflorescence without calyx or corolla.

AcHLYS, ak’lis, s. (Greek; gloom, mist.) In My-
thology, personified as the goddess of obscurity.
In Botany, agenusof plants: Order, Podophyllacez.

ACHMITE, ak’mite, s, A mineral of a brownish-
black, or reddish-brown colour, supposed to be a
bisilicate of soda combined with a bisilicate of iron.

ACHNANTHES, ak-nan’this, s. (achne, froth, and
anthos, a flower, Gr. from the fine down on the
plants.) A genus of the Alga, or Sea-weeds.

ACHRODONTON, ak-no-don’ton, s. (achne, chaff, and
odous, odontos, tooth, Gr.) A genus of plants:
Order, Graminaces.

ACHOR, a%kor, s. (achyron, chaff, Gr.) A small
accuminated pustule, which contains a straw-
coloured matter, and is succeeded by a thin
brownish or yellowish scab; occurs most fre-
quently on the heads of children. In Mythology,
the god of flies, said to have been worshipped by
the Cyrenians, to avoid being vexed by those
insects.

Acn’u, a’kras, 5. (Greek name of the wild pear.)
A genus of plants : "Order, Sapotacez.

ACHROMATIC, ak-ro-mat'ik, a. (a, priv. and chroma,
colour, Gr.) Applied to glasses, which are con-
trived so as to correct the aberrations of light and
colour in telesco,

ACHROMATISN, a-krom'a-tizm, }:. The de-

ACHROMATICITY, a-kro-ma-tis'e-te, )  struction of
the primary colours which invest an object when
viewed through a prism.

ACHYLA, a-kila, 5. A genus of Alge: Order,
Confervaccs.

ACHYRANTHES, ak-e-ran’this, s. (achyron, chaff,
gxd anthos, a flower, Gr.) A genus of evergreen

undershrubs, with chaff-like envelopes: Order,
Amarantacese.

ACHYRONIA, ak-e-ro'ne-a, s. (ackyron, chaff, Gr.)
An Australian genus of Leguminous plants: Sab-
order, Papilionaces. [

ACHYROPHORUS, a-ke-rof ‘o-rus, . (achyron, chafl,
Dot lante, with) halfy reepracio B

er! us ts, wi rece : Bul
order, Tubull;ﬂorm. d pracles

ACIANTHUS, as-se-an‘thus, s. (akis, a point, and
anthos, a flower, Gr.) A genus of tuberous-rooted
plants, with bristly-pointed flowers: Order, Caly- |

ACICARPHA, as-se-kdrfa, s. (akis, a point, and
karphos, a palea, Gr. because that appendage is

- spiny.) A genus of plants: Order, Calycerace=. |

ACICULZE, a-sik'v-le, s. (acicula, Lat.) The spikes
or prickles on certain plants and animals, as in the
Cacte and Echini.

ACICULAR, a-sik’u-lar, a. (acicularis, from acicula,
a little noedle, Lat.) Noedle-shaped.

ACIOULARLY, a-sik'u-lar-le, ad. In an acicular
manner.

ACICULATE, a-sik'u-late, a. (aciculatus, from
acicula, Lat.) In the form of a needle.

ACICULIFORM, a-sik’u-le-fawrm, a. (aciculiforssis,
from aciculs, and forma, a shape, Lat.) Having
the appearance or form of needles.

ACICULINE, a-siku-line, a. (acicutinus, from acicula,
Lat.) Shaped like a needle. !

Acip, as’sid, a. (acidus, Lat.) Sour;—s. a com-
pound sub