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Year in Review

The US in Afghanistan: The Longest War

by Aryn Baker, TIME/Afghanistan

Afghanistan following the attacks of September

11, 2001, the war there is more deadly—and
more muddled—than ever. When American troops first
went to Afghanistan, they did so to overthrow the Tal-
iban regime, which then ruled the nation and provided
a haven for al-Qaeda. In less than three months, the
Taliban was defeated, and a US-supported adminis-
tration, headed by Pres. Hamid Karzai, was installed
in Kabul. Yet in 2009, the US is still fighting the Tal-
iban, and al-Qaeda operatives are still plotting from
Afghanistan. (Taliban, these days, no longer refers
just to the Islamic extremist regime that once ruled
the country; the word has become synonymous with
any number of antigovernment forces.)

And one part of the region’s deadly muddle has got-
ten worse. In 2001 there were fears that the war in
Afghanistan would destabilize Pakistan. (The Pash-
tun ethnic group, which makes up a large part of the
Taliban insurgency, straddles the border between the
two countries.) Those fears are now reality; the Pak-
istani Taliban threatens nuclear-armed Pakistan’s vi-
ability as a state even more than its cousins jeopar-
dize Afghanistan’s.

It is because the war in Afghanistan threatens to
destabilize an entire region that it has become Amer-
ica’s biggest foreign policy challenge. On 18 Feb
2009, President Obama committed an additional
17,000 troops to Afghanistan; when they all arrive,
there will be about 55,000 troops there from the US,
plus 37,000 from its allies. The latest Afghan war is
now Obama’s war. The administration has signaled
that it is downsizing expectations about what can still
be achieved: the principal goal now is to counter ter-
rorism and bring a degree of stability to Afghanistan—
not to turn a poor and fractious nation into a flour-
ishing democratic state.

When Obama laid out his new strategy, he made it
clear that the mark of success would be the ability “to
disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al-Qaeda in Pakistan
and Afghanistan and to prevent their return to either
country in the future.” But accomplishing even that
comparatively limited objective at this stage will re-
quire a massive and sustained US commitment—one
that involves more than military boots on the ground.
Al-Qaeda still thrives in the ungoverned tribal areas
along the border between the two countries, and while
many of its members have been Killed, new recruits
quickly take their place. US soldiers have learned that
to deny al-Qaeda a foothold in Afghanistan will require
the establishment of a government that Afghans can
believe in, the security that allows them to support it,
and jobs that provide an alternative to fighting. “We
are not going to kill our way out of this war,” says Lieut.
Col. Brett Jenkinson, commander of the US battalion
stationed in the Korengal valley. “What we need is a
better recruiting pitch for disaffected youth. You can’t
build hope with military might. You build it through de-
velopment and good governance.”

Other than leading by example, the military can do
little to bolster faith in the state. As part of his plan,
Obama has proposed a civilian surge—a phalanx of

Seven and a half years after US troops arrived in

mentors for the Afghans. Much of the more than
US$32 billion that the US government has spent in aid
to Afghanistan since 2002 has gone through the mili-
tary or its provincial reconstruction teams. The proj-
ects are designed to earn goodwill for foreign forces
as much as for local governors, but they also have the
unintended consequence of undermining the central
government, which never gets a chance to take credit
for providing basic services such as roads, electricity,
and education. “We aren’t here to win hearts and
minds,” says Jeremy Brenner, a US State Department
adviser based in Jalalabad. “What we need is to en-
gender hope and faith in the Afghan government.”

The experience of the Americans fighting in the na-
tion’s eastern Korengal Valley illustrates how difficult
this war is. Over the period from July 2008 to April
2009, Bravo Company, a 150-strong unit of the 1st
Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, lost seven men in
the Korengal while trying to cool down a toxic caul-
dron of local insurgents, Taliban leaders, foreign ji-
hadis, and al-Qaeda members. Here success cannot
be measured in territory gained, schools built, or clin-
ics opened. Irrigation pipes and water pumps are
blown up by the insurgents as soon as they are built.
Sometimes progress is so slow it feels like a stale-
mate, admits company commander Capt. James
Howell. But, he says, “if we can reach a point where
the villagers want to work with us and the Taliban are
the only thing stopping them, that’s success.”

A government in which people have hope would be
one that offers them security. The US exit strategy for
Afghanistan, according to Adm. Mike Mullen, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is to strengthen the
Afghan forces so they can protect the fragile ad-
vances of the government. To that end, Obama has
pledged 4,000 trainers and mentors to help boost
the Afghan National Army and police.

But success in Afghanistan will mean nothing if
fighters can find sanctuary in Pakistan. Commanders
in Afghanistan say the battle next door will be far
more complicated than anything they have seen, sim-
ply because the Pakistani military doesn’t have the
skills and resources to conduct an effective coun-
terinsurgency. US-operated Predator drones have
successfully targeted al-Qaeda leadership in the bor-
der areas, but at the cost of inflaming the Pashtun-
led insurgency on the Pakistani side. Stabilizing
Afghanistan might well become crucial to preventing
the far more terrifying prospect of an Islamic extrem-
ist takeover in Pakistan. Says US Army Brig. Gen. John
Nicholson, Jr., who commands US and NATO troops in
southern Afghanistan: “If the Pashtun population of
Pakistan sees a moderate, Islamic and Pashtun-led
government in Afghanistan, well, it's hard to argue
with. So we have potentially a greater impact in Pak-
istan with success in the east.”

Getting it right in both Afghanistan and Pakistan
now, after years of Western drift and inattention, will
come at a heavy price in American money and lives.
Having doubled down in the hopes of winning in
Afghanistan, the Obama administration has no
choice but to live with the consequences.
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How Twitter Will Change the Way We Live

by Steven Johnson for TIME

ter is that it makes a terrible first impression.

You hear about this new service that lets you
send 140-character updates to your “followers,” and
you think, Why does the world need this, exactly? It's
not as if we were all sitting around four years ago
scratching our heads and saying, “If only there were a
technology that would allow me to send a message to
my 50 friends, alerting them in real time about my
choice of breakfast cereal.”

The basic mechanics of Twitter are remarkably sim-
ple. Users publish tweets—those 140-character mes-
sages—from a computer or mobile device. As a social
network, Twitter revolves around the principle of fol-
lowers. When you choose to follow another Twitter
user, that user’s tweets appear in reverse chronologi-
cal order on your main Twitter page. If you follow 20
people, you’'ll see a mix of tweets scrolling down the
page: breakfast-cereal updates, interesting new links,
music recommendations, even musings on the future
of education. The mix creates a media experience
quite unlike anything that has come before it,
strangely intimate and at the same time celebrity-ob-
sessed. You glance at your Twitter feed over that first
cup of coffee, and in a few seconds you find out that
your nephew got into med school and Shaquille
O’Neal just finished a cardio workout in Phoenix.

But the key development with Twitter is how we've
jury-rigged the system to do things that its creators
never dreamed of. The most fascinating thing about
Twitter is not what it's doing to us. It's what we're
doing to it.

This is not just a matter of people finding a new use
for a tool designed to do something else. In Twitter's
case, the users have been redesigning the tool itself.
The convention of grouping a topic or event by the
“hashtag”—#hackedu or #inauguration—was sponta-
neously invented by the Twitter user base (as was the
convention of replying to another user with the @
symbol). The ability to search a live stream of tweets
was developed by another start-up altogether, Sum-
mize, which Twitter purchased last year. Thanks to
these innovations, following a live feed of tweets
about an event—a political debate or a Lost episode—
has become a central part of the Twitter experience.
But as recently as 2008, that mode of interaction
would have been technically impossible using Twitter.
It's like inventing a toaster oven and then looking
around a year later and seeing that your customers
have of their own accord turned it into a microwave.

One of the most telling facts about the Twitter plat-
form is that the vast majority of its users interact with
the service via software created by third parties.
There are dozens of iPhone and BlackBerry applica-
tions—all created by enterprising amateur coders or
small start-ups—that let you manage Twitter feeds.
There are services that help you upload photos and
link to them from your tweets and programs that map
other Twitizens who are near you geographically.

As the tools have multiplied, we're discovering ex-
traordinary new things to do with them. In June 2009,
when Iranians rose up to protest a rigged election,
supporters around the world followed the demonstra-
tions in real time on Twitter. Two months earlier, an
anticommunist uprising in Moldova was organized via
Twitter. Twitter has become so widely used among po-

The one thing you can say for certain about Twit-

litical activists in China that the government blocked
access to it for a period, in an attempt to censor dis-
cussion of the 20th anniversary of the Tiananmen
Square massacre.

The rapid-fire innovation we're seeing around Twitter
is not new, of course. Facebook, whose audience is
still several times as large as Twitter's, went from
being a way to scope out the most attractive college
freshmen to the Social Operating System of the Inter-
net, supporting a vast ecosystem of new applications
created by major media companies, individual hack-
ers, game creators, political groups, and charities. The
Apple iPhone’s long-term competitive advantage may
well prove to be the more than 15,000 new applica-
tions that have been developed for the device, ex-
panding its functionality in countless ingenious ways.

The history of the Web followed a similar pattern. A
platform originally designed to help scholars share
academic documents, it now lets you watch television
shows, play poker with strangers around the world,
publish your own newspaper, rediscover your high-
school girlfriend—and, yes, tell the world what you
had for breakfast. The speed with which users have
extended Twitter's platform points to a larger truth
about modern innovation. When we talk about inno-
vation and global competitiveness, we tend to fall
back on the easy metric of patents and Ph.D.’s. It
turns out the US share of both has been in steady de-
cline since peaking in the early 1970s. Since the mid-
1980s, a long progression of doomsayers have
warned that our declining market share in the
patents-and-Ph.D.’s business augurs dark times for
American innovation.

But what actually happened to American innovation
during that period? We came up with America On-
line, Netscape, Amazon, Google, Blogger, Wikipedia,
Craigslist, TiVo, Netflix, eBay, the iPod and iPhone,
Xbox, Facebook, and Twitter itself. Sure, we didn’t
build the Prius or the Wii, but if you measure global
innovation in terms of actual lifestyle-changing hit
products and not just grad students, the US has
been lapping the field for the past 20 years.

How could the forecasts have been so wrong? The
answer is that we've been tracking only part of the in-
novation story, ignoring what Massachusetts Institute
of Technology professor Eric von Hippel calls “end-
user innovation,” in which consumers actively modify
a product to adapt it to their needs. In its short life,
Twitter has been a hothouse of end-user innovation:
the hashtag; searching; its 11,000 third-party appli-
cations; all those creative new uses of Twitter—some
of them banal, some of them spam, and some of
them sublime.

This is what | ultimately find most inspiring about the
Twitter phenomenon. We are living through the worst
economic crisis in generations, with apocalyptic head-
lines threatening the end of capitalism as we know it,
and yet in the middle of this chaos, the engineers at
Twitter headquarters are scrambling to keep the
servers up, application developers are releasing their
latest builds, and ordinary users are figuring out all
the ingenious ways to put these tools to use. There’s
a kind of resilience here that is worth savoring. The
weather reports keep announcing that the sky is
falling, but here we are—millions of us—sitting around
trying to invent new ways to talk to one another.
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Skyrocketing Food Prices: A Global Crisis

by Janet H. Clark

ing food prices became of increasing concern to

international organizations and relief agencies,
national governments, and consumers everywhere.
UN officials speculated that the crisis could add an
additional 100 million hungry people to the billion al-
ready living on less than US$1 a day, the common
measure of absolute poverty. The impact of rising
food prices was greatest in less-developed countries
(LDCs), where spending on food accounted for
40-60% of income, compared with about 15% in in-
dustrialized countries.

Even in industrialized countries, poor families were
being severely affected by a general rise in prices, es-
pecially when combined with an economic downturn
and higher unemployment. Food prices in the 30 Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) member countries rose by 7.2% year on
year in both July and August, the biggest increases
since 1990, and in the US the Department of Labor
reported that grocery-store food prices rose by 6.6%
in 2008, the largest increase since 1980.

With spiking food costs
came a growing threat to
food security, which pro-
voked political repercus-
sions in many LDCs. In
Haiti, for example, food
riots led to the ousting of
Prime Minister Jacques-
Edouard Alexis on 12
April, and the lack of a re-
placement until July left
the government in a state
of paralysis while social
and economic conditions
continued to deteriorate.

Prices of staple food-
stuffs escalated alarm-
ingly on world markets. In
the first half of the year,
the price of internationally
traded food commodities,
led by grains, rose by 56%. In the first quarter alone,
the prices of wheat and corn (maize) rose by 130%
and 30%, respectively, over the same period a year
earlier, while the cost of rice climbed 10% in both
February and March. By midyear the prices of corn,
wheat, and soybeans had more than doubled, while
that of rice had tripled.

A number of factors contributed to the increases in
food prices. One was the economic emergence of
China and India, whose populations were becoming
increasingly affluent and thus boosting their food
consumption; in China annual per capita consump-
tion of meat rose to 54 kg (about 119 Ib) from 20 kg
(44 1b) in 1985. Another major factor was the in-
creased output of biofuels made from grains and
oilseeds in the US and the European Union, where
there were generous—and controversial—tax conces-
sions or direct financial support for producers, retail-
ers, or users of biofuels. In July an OECD report
strongly criticized these incentives as costly and inef-
fective and recommended that governments refocus
their policies. Partially associated with this was the
restrictive and trade-distorting effect of a high level of

Q s the year 2008 got under way, upwardly spiral-

UN officials speculated
that the crisis could add
an additional 100 mil-
lion hungry people to
the billion already living
on less than US$1 a day,
the common measure of
absolute poverty.

government support to farmers in many OECD coun-
tries, which in 2007 amounted to US$258 billion, or
23% of farm incomes. A surge in petroleum prices led
to increased fertilizer and transport costs. In many
countries adverse weather led to crop failure, specu-
lation on commodity markets, and hoarding. When
Cyclone Nargijs struck Myanmar (Burma) on 2 May, it
generated a 4-m (12-ft)-high storm surge that devas-
tated the rice-producing Irrawaddy delta. During Au-
gust and September, Haiti, already suffering from
food shortages, was battered by four successive hur-
ricanes. The depreciation of the US dollar against the
euro and other currencies early in the year con-
tributed to the rise in dollar-denominated commodity
prices. The International Food Policy Research Insti-
tute (IFPRI) estimated that 15-27% of the increase
was from the dollar’s decline. At the same time, coun-
tries in Asia and the Middle East that linked their cur-
rencies to the weakening dollar experienced over-
heated economies and suffered higher prices than
countries with more flexible exchange rates.

The World Food Programme (WFP) was the main dis-
tributor of emergency food
relief, with activities in
more than 75 countries. In
March, however, the orga-
nization announced that
it was short of money
because of the soaring
price of cereals and other
foodstuffs. At the UN
heads of government
meeting in June, the WFP
reported that it had re-
ceived US$1.2 billion in
aid, including an unex-
pected US$500 million
from Saudi Arabia. Among
60 low-income food-deficit
countries surveyed early
in the year by the Food
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), the most wide-
spread response was to remove or reduce import tar-
iffs on food. This was especially true in South and
East Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa. Given
that tariff levels on cereals and vegetable oils were al-
ready relatively low, however, at 8% and 14%, respec-
tively, only small proportions of the price rises were
offset.

In the Middle East, drought reduced the summer
harvest, and many major wheat-producing countries,
including Iran, Iraq, and Syria, were forced to increase
imports. In Saudi Arabia the annual inflation rate
soared to 10.6% in June, its highest rate in 30 years,
and wheat production was extremely costly because
of huge farm subsidies. The Saudi government de-
cided in August that it would make economic sense to
outsource its farming and was considering the pur-
chase of rice farms in Thailand through a new invest-
ment fund set up to buy agricultural land overseas.
United Arab Emirates investors looking for land for
agricultural development favored Pakistan, Kazakh-
stan, and The Sudan.

In early May, Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej of
Thailand (the world’s biggest rice producer) proposed
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the formation of a cartel of Southeast Asian rice-pro-
ducing countries (including Vietnam, Myanmar, Laos,
and Cambodia) to be set up along the lines of OPEC.
Laos and Cambodia favored the idea, but there were
strong protests in the Philippines, the world’s biggest
rice importer. In August Thailand announced plans to
boost rice production by leasing 160,000 ha
(395,000 ac) of unused state land to poor farmers
and agribusiness for biofuel crops, sugarcane, palm,
and rice. A more novel way of easing food shortages
was proposed in July by scientists at the National Au-
tonomous University of Mexico; they asserted that in-
sects, which were nutritious and already provided
part of the diet in 113 countries, should be con-
sumed more widely. Thailand, where cricket rearing
for food was already practiced by many families,
hosted an FAO conference to examine the benefits of
insects as a food option.

At an EU summit in July, member countries were di-
vided on trade reform and the need to remove agri-
cultural subsidies and reduce protectionism. For the
first time, in 2008 the EU did not use the portion of
its agricultural budget designated for buying and
stockpiling surplus produce. The resulting unused
funds, expected to reach €1 billion (about US$1.4 bil-
lion), were to be given to farmers in LDCs through

2009. Cut-price discount stores, which were already
popular in the US, were proliferating in Europe and
putting pressure on the more costly chains. The
search for cheaper food was gathering momentum
even in US cities, where there was a resurgence of so-
called freegans, who scavenged through supermarket
garbage bins and other sources of discarded food.

Despite the widespread fear of a continuing rise in
global inflation and the number of people needing
food aid, the failure to reach agreement on trade lib-
eralization left agricultural producers in LDCs at a
continuing disadvantage. The IFPRI calculated that if
export bans by some 40 food-exporting countries
were lifted, cereal prices would be 30% lower on av-
erage. Two small signs of hope emerged in Septem-
ber. Corporate and government leaders attended the
first UN Private Sector Forum on Food Sustainability
and the Millennium Development Goals. At the same
time, the WFP unveiled Purchase for Progress, an ini-
tiative by which governments and private founda-
tions (notably the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
and the Howard G. Buffett Foundation) would fi-
nance WFP purchases of foodstuffs from small farm-
ers in LDCs, which would thus encourage local food
production and offer small farmers better access to
world markets.

Janet H. Clark is an editor, independent analyst, and writer on international economic and financial topics.

Seed Banks—Preserving Crop Diversity

by Gregory McNamee

facility ever constructed was inaugurated in
Svalbard, a Norwegian archipelago in the Arctic
Ocean only about 1,000 km (620 mi) from the North
Pole. The Svalbard Global Seed Vault (SGSV), built by
the Norwegian government into the side of a per-
mafrost-covered mountain on the island of Spitsber-
gen, is designed to store in deep freeze the seeds of
hundreds of thou-
sands of plant vari-
eties from crops grown
on every part of the
globe. This high-secu-
rity “doomsday” con-
servancy, built far from
unrest and civil war,
seeks to protect the
world’s agricultural in-
heritance against dis-
aster, be it from rising
sea levels, an asteroid
strike, pestilence, or
even the unforeseen
consequences of an
excessive reliance on
crops with single-
source genetic modifications.
Established as a backup facility, the SGSV accepts
only seed samples that are already held by other
seed banks. The deposits are managed by the Global
Crop Diversity Trust, an independent international or-
ganization that was established in 2004 by the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization and the Consulta-
tive Group on International Agricultural Research,
which operates international seed banks for the most

On 26 Feb 2008, the most ambitious seed-bank

The organization’s seed
collectors, often traveling
to isolated areas by foot
or muleback, have recov-
ered seeds for some 2,000
varieties of plants...

important staple food crops. Seed samples for the
SGSV are delivered and stored in sealed boxes and
remain the property of the country or organization
that deposits them. By late 2008 about 320,000 dis-
tinct seed samples, consisting of about 220 million
seeds from about 2,900 plant species in more than
200 countries, had been placed in storage. The
vault’s storage chambers are able to hold 4.5 million
seed samples, for a total of
2.25 billion seeds.

Since the SGSV safe-
guards duplicate seed col-
lections, it is not intended to
replace any of the roughly
1,400 seed banks that exist
worldwide and include na-
tional and international in-
stitutions, organizations fo-
cused on particular types of
crops, and regional facili-
ties. In general, these seed
banks are intended to pre-
serve the genetic variety of
plants, and for this reason
they are also referred to as
gene banks. Conserving
crop varieties and related wild species provides ge-
netic variations that can be useful for developing new
varieties with essential traits, such as tolerating new
pests or climate conditions.

Among the most important global seed banks is the
Millennium Seed Bank (West Sussex, England), which
is managed by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
Opened in 2000, the Millennium Seed Bank has suc-
ceeded in preserving virtually all of Britain’s 1,400
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native plants and, in collaboration with seed banks in
other parts of the world, seeks to conserve a total of
more than 24,000 plant species.

Seed banks that specialize in particular crops in-
clude the International Rice Genebank at the Inter-
national Rice Research Institute (IRRI), based in Los
Banos, Philippines, and the International Potato Cen-
ter (IPC), based in Lima. The IRRI, which was estab-
lished in 1960, estimates that it has conserved about
100,000 varieties of rice. The IPC, which was estab-
lished in 1971 and subsequently expanded to in-
clude other tubers of Andean origin, counts in its col-
lections about 150 wild potato species.

An example of a regional seed bank is Native Seeds,
which was founded in 1983 in the southwestern
United States to help Native Americans locate seeds
for growing traditional crops. One of the oldest crop
conservancies in North America, it aims in part to
make poor communities nutritionally self-sufficient.
The organization’s seed collectors, often traveling to
isolated areas by foot or muleback, have recovered
seeds for some 2,000 varieties of plants, including
amaranth, once widely used for food and fiber in Mex-
ico; tepary beans, a favorite food of the desert peo-
ples of the Southwest; orach, or “mountain spinach,”
grown in the Rio Grande uplands of New Mexico;
panic grass, once a rich source of grain and protein
for the Indian peoples of southern California and

northern Mexico; and a sunflower grown in the Grand
Canyon by the Havasupai Indians—one that is com-
pletely resistant to a rust disease that has ravaged
commercial sunflower crops.

By selecting single hybrids, industrial agriculture
(the source of the stock advertised in most commer-
cial seed catalogs) has diminished the number of va-
rieties of food plants available in the United States
and other countries to all but a devoted handful of
farmers and experimental gardeners. In the early
1900s, for example, more than 7,000 varieties of ap-
ples were grown commercially in the United States;
today only a couple of dozen varieties are available to
most consumers. The planting of monoculture crops,
which increases standardization and efficiency, has
replaced traditional crops in plots where they had
been grown and bred for centuries. As a conse-
quence, traditional crops, which had acquired the
traits that are most suitable for the soils and climate
of a given location, have been steadily lost. The
preservation of this diversity of crops will help safe-
guard the future of the food plants upon which hu-
mans depend. Seed banks can directly address the
concerns raised by a diminishment of genetic diver-
sity among common food crops, and as plant scien-
tists recover varieties of native food plants across the
world, they add color to a sadly washed-out genetic
palette.

Gregory McNamee is a contributing editor to the Encyclopaedia Britannica, literary critic for the Hollywood Re-
porter, and author of Moveable Feasts: The History, Science, and Lore of Food.

Combating the Crisis in Darfur

by Alex Meixner

n 2008, five years after conflict broke out in the

Darfur region of The Sudan, the prospect seemed

dim for a political settlement to end the war that
had killed as many as 300,000 people. In early
2003, soon after local rebel groups took up arms
against the Khartoum-based regime of Sudanese
Pres. Omar al-Bashir, long-standing tensions in Dar-
fur erupted into what the US government later de-
scribed as the first genocide of the 21st century.
The rebels felt marginalized by their government,
saw that other rebels in southern Sudan were likely
to be granted major economic and political conces-
sions as their own civil war against Khartoum ran
down, and realized that they themselves were being
left out in the literal and figurative desert with no
hope of similar concessions or improved conditions.
An oil-fueled economic boom was producing sky-
scrapers in Khartoum, while Darfur continued to
exist largely without roads, hospitals, or a sufficient
education system and was suffering through a brutal
drought.

Following a few initial conventional battles with new
rebel groups in Darfur, the Khartoum regime
switched tactics and began to fight a hate-fueled
counterinsurgency war in Darfur by funding, arming,
and unleashing proxy militias known as Janjaweed—
made up of fighters from nomadic groups who identi-
fied themselves as “Arab”—on villages whose people
identified themselves as “African.” This strategy de-
pended on exploiting this self-proclaimed racial di-
vide in Darfur, and it worked, despite the fact that
both “Arab” and “African” Darfurians were predomi-

nantly Muslim, spoke Arabic, and shared the same
skin tone. The result was an undisciplined paramili-
tary campaign that targeted men, women, and chil-
dren.

In addition to the hundreds of thousands killed
since the beginning of the campaign, approximately
2.5 million more were forced from their homes and
into the Sahara. Horrific stories of mass rape, murder,
and unspeakable atrocities became commonplace.
Survivors gathered in camps for internally displaced
persons throughout Darfur and in refugee camps
across the border in eastern Chad and in the Central
African Republic.

For its part the international community reacted to
different aspects of the crisis with varying degrees of
success. The biggest bright spot was the Herculean
effort put forth by governmental and nongovernmen-
tal aid agencies, providing food, medicine, shelter,
and basic services to the millions of Darfurians in
need. More than 13,000 international and Sudanese
aid workers built the world’s largest humanitarian life-
support system in Darfur, saving countless lives that
otherwise would have been lost to starvation and dis-
ease.

Less successful were international efforts to re-
duce the threat of physical violence to Darfurian
civilians and to achieve a lasting political solution to
end the conflict. To achieve the former, the African
Union (AU) in 2004 deployed a 7,400-strong peace-
keeping force, the African Union Mission in The
Sudan (AMIS). When AMIS went into Darfur, the rest
of the international community stood by and
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watched; once troops had been deployed, they
helped protect women from rape, but it soon be-
came clear that AMIS lacked the manpower, equip-
ment, funding, and mandate to truly protect civilians
and help restore order to an area as large as Darfur
(roughly the size of France). On 31 Aug 2006, the UN
Security Council authorized the generation and de-
ployment of a large peacekeeping force with Resolu-
tion 1706.

The Sudanese government, however, rejected Res-
olution 1706, effectively putting the UN between a
rock and a hard place: in the entire history of the
UN, no peacekeeping
mission had ever failed
to deploy once autho-
rized by the Security
Council. On the other
hand, only one mission—
the “police action” better
known as the Korean
War—had ever been de-
ployed over the objection
of a sovereign host gov-
ernment. A compromise
was sought to bridge the
impasse, and the result
was a joint peacekeep-
ing force known as the
hybrid United Nations/
African Union Mission in
Darfur (UNAMID), autho-
rized by the Security
Council on 31 July 2007. While initial command and
control elements of UNAMID began augmenting
AMIS in the fall of 2007, UNAMID did not formally
take over for AMIS and assume responsibility for
peacekeeping in Darfur until 31 Dec 2007. Presi-
dent Bashir initially agreed in writing to accept the
new force, but reports soon began to emerge of ef-
forts by the Sudanese government to obstruct the
deployment of UNAMID troops and to limit their
movements in the province. Also posing an impedi-
ment to progress in the region was the fact that the
majority of the proposed 26,000 UNAMID peace-
keepers and police were not yet on the ground, with

In addition to the hun-
dreds of thousands killed
since the beginning of the
campaign, approximately
2.5 million more were
Jorced from their homes
and into the Sahara.

the force’s troop and military personnel level reach-
ing only 12,374 by the close of 2008.

Efforts to arrive at a lasting political solution have
arguably fared worse. Several cease-fires were
adopted, celebrated, promptly violated, and thus ren-
dered moot. More frustrating still were the nearly 20
months of peace talks that took place in Abuja, Nige-
ria, culminating on 5 May 2006 in the partial signing
of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA). The Sudanese
government and only one of what were then just
three rebel factions signed the agreement, and with
the exception of a few initial concessions to the one
rebel signer, almost none
of the agreement was im-
plemented. After the
signing and subsequent
collapse of the DPA, the
original three rebel fac-
tions split into more than
a dozen. The interna-
tional community, operat-
ing through a combined
UN-AU effort, regrouped,
pooled their efforts, and
organized new peace
talks that began in Surt,
Libya, on 27 Oct 2007,
but these stalled after
representatives of sev-
eral leading rebel fac-
tions refused to partici-
pate in the talks. A
similar effort in February 2009 to resume peace talks
in Doha, Qatar, has thus far yielded no tangible re-
sults. Meanwhile, as the international community
moved forward, albeit slowly, on fully deploying UN-
AMID, the violence in Darfur continued, including at-
tacks by rebels and, in some instances, government
forces on UNAMID peacekeepers, government and
Janjaweed attacks on villages thought to support
rebels, and interrebel fighting. As always, Darfurian
civilians have been caught in the middle, with the hu-
manitarian life-support system that sustains them
growing ever more fragile and the memories of their
former, peaceful lives growing ever more faint.

Alex Meixner is director of government relations for the Save Darfur Coalition.
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Chronology, July 2008—June 2009

A day-by-day listing of important and interesting events, adapted from
Britannica Book of the Year. See also Disasters.

July 2008

1 Jul The Dow Jones Industrial Average falls 0.8%,
crossing the official threshold from a bull stock
market to a bear market.

2 Jul In a daring operation, Colombian forces rescue
15 hostages held by the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), among them Ingrid Be-
tancourt, a former presidential candidate kid-
napped in 2002, and three American contractors
seized in 2003.

3 Jul A yearlong celebration of the 400th anniversary
of the founding of Canada’s Quebec City comes to
a climax.

» The price of a barrel of oil closes at a record high
of US$145.29.

4 Jul Shots are exchanged between Georgian troops
and militia members of the country’s separatist
province of South Ossetia; at least two people are
killed.

» The first weekend charter flight from China carries
tourists across the Taiwan Strait to Taiwan; the
flights are expected to expand to carry some 3,000
travelers a day.

5 Jul American Venus Williams defeats her sister Ser-
ena Williams to take her fifth All-England (Wimble-
don) women'’s tennis championship; the following
day Rafael Nadal of Spain wins the men’s title for
the first time when he defeats five-time champion
Roger Federer of Switzerland.

6 Jul In Mogadishu, Somalia, gunmen kill Osman Ali
Ahmed, leader of the United Nations Development
Programme for Somalia.

7 Jul In York, England, the General Synod of the
Church of England votes to allow the appointment
of women as bishops; though some other branches
of the Anglican Communion had taken the step sev-
eral years earlier, the move is controversial.

8 Jul The leaders of the Group of Eight industrialized
countries, meeting in Japan, release a document
agreeing to cut greenhouse-gas emissions in half by
2050; environmentalists complain that the agree-
ment fails to include targets for the nearer future.

» The US and the Czech Republic sign an accord
that will allow the US to base part of its antiballis-
tic-missile system in the Czech Republic; ratifica-
tion of the accord is uncertain.

9 Jul The US Senate gives final approval to a bill that
affirms the authority of the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act (FISA) court but grants the govern-
ment latitude in conducting wiretaps outside the
court’s authority and provides legal immunity to
telecommunication companies that complied with
earlier wiretapping efforts.

10 Jul Salman Rushdie’s 1981 novel Midnight’s Chil-
dren wins the Best of the Booker award, as decided
by an online poll to celebrate the 40th anniversary
of the literature prize.

11 Jul After the announcement of massive layoffs by
IndyMac Bancorp prompts a run on the California-
based bank by its customers, federal bank regula-
tors seize the bank.

12 Jul American tennis player Michael Chang, the
late sports marketer Mark McCormack, and Gene
Scott, the late publisher of Tennis Week magazine,

are inducted into the International Tennis Hall of
Fame in a ceremony in Newport RI.

13 Jul The US Federal Reserve announces an emer-
gency short-term loan to shore up the mortgage fi-
nance companies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
while Pres. George W. Bush asks Congress to ap-
prove a larger rescue package.

» In Paris the 43-member Union for the Mediter-
ranean is inaugurated, with Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy
of France serving as its first northern copresident
and Pres. Hosni Mubarak of Egypt as its southern
copresident; the union is intended to unify policies
on the environment, transportation, immigration,
and security.

14 Jul Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the prosecutor of the In-
ternational Criminal Court, formally requests that
the court issue a warrant for the arrest of Su-
danese Pres. Omar Hassan al-Bashir on charges of
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity
relating to the conflict in the Darfur region of The
Sudan.

15 Jul US government officials reveal that William J.
Burns, undersecretary of state for political affairs,
will attend a meeting on Iran’s nuclear program
with representatives of Iran and other UN Security
Council members; this will be the highest-level con-
tact the US has had with Iran since the 1979 Iran-
ian Revolution.

16 Jul Malaysian opposition leader Anwar |brahim is
arrested on charges of sodomy; his 1998 convic-
tion for sodomy was later overturned.

17 Kuwait names an ambassador to Iraq for the first
time since it closed its embassy in Baghdad after
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

» James H. Billington, the American librarian of Con-
gress, names Kay Ryan the country’s 16th poet lau-
reate; Ryan succeeds Charles Simic.

18 Jul The World Trade Organization rules that
China’s policy of levying punishing tariffs on car-
makers operating in the country unless they use lo-
cally made parts violates international trade rules.

» The much-anticipated movie The Dark Knight, the
sequel to Batman Begins, opens in theaters across
the US at midnight; cinemas in some cities sched-
ule round-the-clock showings to accommodate de-
mand.

19 Jul Iran rejects an international proposal that calls
for it to freeze its nuclear program and for the in-
ternational community to refrain from adding new
sanctions as a starting point for negotiations, leav-
ing the talks deadlocked.

20 Jul In Canterbury, England, the Lambeth Confer-
ence of the Anglican Communion, held every 10
years, opens with a church service, though more
than 200 of the 880 bishops and archbishops in-
vited do not attend; many of the absentees became
founding members of the dissident Fellowship of
Confessing Anglicans on 29 June.

» Padraig Harrington of Ireland wins the British Open
golf tournament at the Royal Birkdale Golf Club in
Southport, Lancashire, England; Harrington is the
first European to have won two consecutive British
Opens in over 100 years.
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21 Jul Radovan Karadzic, who was indicted by the UN
war crimes tribunal on 24 Jul 1995 for his part in
the massacre of some 8,000 Muslims in Sre-
brenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina, earlier that year,
is arrested in Belgrade, Serbia, where he had been
living in disguise.

» Nepal’'s constituent assembly elects as the coun-
try’s first president Ram Baran Yadav, who is not a
member of the majority Maoist party.

22 Jul The ltalian legislature approves a bill granting
immunity from prosecution to the prime minister,
president, and speakers of the two legislative
chambers during their terms of office; the bill ben-
efits Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who is await-
ing trial on bribery charges.

23 Jul The US Geological Survey releases an assess-
ment that the Arctic may contain as much as 90 bil-
lion bbl of undiscovered oil and 47.29 trillion cu m
(about 1.67 quadrillion cu ft) of natural gas, most
of it in coastal areas under territorial sovereignty,
much of it in Russia.

» Cape Verde becomes the 153rd member of the
World Trade Organization.

24 Jul A British judge awards £60,000 (about
US$120,000) in damages to Max Mosley, president
of the governing body of Formula 1 automobile rac-
ing, in his lawsuit against a tabloid newspaper that
had printed pictures from a video of a sado-
masochistic sex gathering Mosley had participated
in; the judge ruled that there was no good reason to
expose Mosley’s private life.

25 Jul The US Office of the Special Inspector General
for Iraq Reconstruction reports that oil exports
through the country’s northern pipeline have in-
creased from 1 million to more than 13 million bbl
a month since 2007.

26 Jul Some 22 small bombs explode in crowded
neighborhoods in Ahmedabad, India, killing at least
42 people.

27 Jul The National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooper-
stown NY inducts pitcher Rich (“Goose”) Gossage,
managers Dick Williams and Billy Southworth, own-

ers Barney Dreyfuss and Walter O’Malley, and for-
mer commissioner Bowie Kuhn.

28 Jul In California, Virgin Galactic head Richard
Branson unveils WhiteKnightTwo, the prototype of
the booster ship that will carry the company’s com-
mercial rocket into space.

29 Jul The Doha round of world trade talks, begun in
2001, reaches an impasse in Geneva as partici-
pants are unable to compromise on protections for
farmers in less-developed countries.

30 Jul Turkey's Constitutional Court issues a ruling
that the governing Justice and Development Party
has not violated secular principles of the country to
the point that it should be banned but that it has
veered too far in an Islamic direction and therefore
its public funding must be cut in half.

» Zimbabwe's central bank announces that the
country’s currency will be devalued by dropping 10
zeros, so that a 10-billion-dollar note will become a
one-dollar note; on 16 July the inflation rate offi-
cially reached 2,200,000%.

31 Jul NASA scientists announce that the Phoenix
Mars lander has tested Martian soil and, for the
first time, has proved conclusively that it contains
water ice.

‘“

We’ve now finally touched it and tasted
it. And I'd like to say, from my stand-
point, it tastes very fine. 77

—William V. Boynton, designer of the
Phoenix Mars lander’s Thermal and
Evolved Gas Analyzer, on the proof that
water exists on Mars, 31 July

» Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick signs a bill that
will allow same-sex couples living in states that do
not permit same-sex marriage to marry in Massa-
chusetts

August 2008

1 Aug Georgian troops enter the separatist province
of South Ossetia, and six people die in the fighting
between the soldiers and the rebel militia.

2 Aug Bookstores throughout the US hold midnight
parties as the fourth novel of the popular Twilight
vampire series by Stephenie Meyer, Breaking
Dawn, goes on sale.

3 Aug At the conclusion of the Lambeth Conference
in Canterbury, England, Anglican Archbishop
Rowan Williams announces an agreement to nego-
tiate a new covenant between the member
churches; in the meantime, liberal members are
enjoined to refrain from ordaining gay clergy and
blessing same-sex unions, and conservative mem-
bers are asked not to leave their churches.

» South Korean golfer Shin Ji Yai captures the
Women'’s British Open golf tournament; at age 20
years 3 months 6 days, she is the youngest to have
won the title.

4 Aug Chinese state media report that two Uighur
separatists rammed a truck into a brigade of bor-
der-patrol officers outside their barracks in Kash-
gar, Xinjiang state, and then attacked the officers
with knives and several bombs, killing at least 16 of
them.

5 Aug The US Government Accountability Office re-
veals that Iraq has a budget surplus of some
US$79 billion, very little of which is being used in
the rebuilding of the country’s infrastructure; those
costs are largely financed by the US.

» The Wildlife Conservation Society reports to the In-
ternational Primatological Society Congress in Ed-
inburgh its discovery of some 125,000 western
lowland gorillas in the northern area of the Repub-
lic of the Congo; the gorillas are coming under in-
creasing pressure in most parts of the world.

6 Aug The US mortgage finance giant Freddie Mac
posts figures for the second quarter that reflect a
much deeper loss than had been expected, as does
the large insurer American International Group
(AIG).

7 Aug Georgian troops take control of several villages
in the separatist province of South Ossetia; some
10 people die in the fighting.

8 Aug Russian troops join the battle in Georgia’s sep-
aratist province of South Ossetia, fighting against
Georgia; also, a Russian air strike hits the Georgian
port of Poti.

» A spectacular opening ceremony featuring some
15,000 performers directed by filmmaker Zhang
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Yimou marks the start of the Olympic Games in Bei-
jing.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb War has started. 12/

—Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin on Russia’s
invasion of Georgia in support
of South Ossetia, 8 August

9 Aug Russian troops enter the separatist province of
Abkhazia in Georgia as they continue to pour into
South Ossetia and to drop bombs on other parts of
Georgia; Georgian Pres. Mikheil Saakashvili asks
the outside world for help.

10 Aug At the Oakland Hills Country Club in Bloom-
field Hills MI, Padraig Harrington of Ireland defeats
Sergio Garcia of Spain and American Ben Curtis by
two strokes to become the first European since
1930 to win the Professional Golfers’ Association
of America championship.

11 Aug Philippine officials say that some 130,000
people have fled the violence in North Cotabato
province on the island of Mindanao since a
Supreme Court ruling halting the signing of an
agreement between the Philippine government and
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front caused an out-
break of fighting between rebel and government
forces.

12 Aug A Taliban attack on a minibus carrying Pak-
istani soldiers leaves at least 13 of the troops
dead; the soldiers are part of Pakistan’s strong mil-
itary response to Taliban aggressiveness in Bajaur
in the Tribal Areas.

13 Aug Lebanon and Syria announce that they will,
for the first time since independence, establish
diplomatic relations, but the news is overshadowed
by a bomb explosion that destroys a bus in Tripoli,
Lebanon, killing 15 people.

14 Aug The US reaches an agreement with Poland
that will allow placement of an American missile-
defense base in the European country.

» Nigeria officially cedes the potentially oil-rich
Bakassi Peninsula to Cameroon in compliance with
a 2002 ruling by the International Court of Justice.

15 Aug Prachanda, leader of the former Maoist in-
surgency, is elected prime minister of Nepal.

» The journal Science publishes a study describing
the rapid growth of marine dead zones, areas
starved of oxygen because of nitrogen from fertil-
izer runoff in oceanic coastal areas; such zones,
frequently in fishing grounds, have doubled every
decade since the 1960s.

16 Aug Russian Pres. Dmitry Medvedev signs a re-
vised cease-fire agreement with Georgia, but Russ-
ian troops continue operations in Georgia.

17 Aug Iran reports that it has successfully test-fired
a rocket that could place a satellite in orbit.

» At the Olympics in Beijing, American swimmer
Michael Phelps wins a record eighth gold medal,
surpassing the previous record for a single
Olympiad of seven gold medals won by Mark Spitz
in 1972; Phelps has also set four individual world
records and one Olympic record and participated in
three relays that set world records.

18 Aug Pres. Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan an-
nounces his resignation in a nationally televised
speech.

» The government of Peru declares a state of emer-
gency in response to 10 days of occupation of oil fa-
cilities and a hydroelectric plant in the Amazon
basin by indigenous people fighting development.

19 Aug In Isser, Algeria, a suicide car bomber kills at
least 48 people, many of whom had been waiting in
line to take an examination at a police academy.

20 Aug Algeria endures its second bombing in as
many days as two bombs go off in Bouira, one of
which damages a military compound and the other
of which kills at least 12 people on a bus trans-
porting construction workers.

» Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt runs the men’s 200-
m race in 19.30 sec at the Olympics, breaking the
world record by an astonishing two-hundredths of a
second.

21 Aug In Wah, Pakistan, outside Pakistan’s largest
weapons-manufacturing compound, two suicide
bombers kill at least 64 people; two days earlier a
suicide attack in a hospital emergency room in
Dera Ismail Khan left 32 people dead.

22 Aug Aerial bombing in Afghanistan’s Herat
province by US-led coalition forces after a battle
against Taliban insurgents is reported by
Afghanistan to have killed 76 civilians, though the
coalition forces say that 30 militants were killed;
the next day the civilian death toll is raised to 95.

23 Aug South Korea defeats Cuba 3-2 in a stunning
upset to win the gold medal in baseball at the
Olympic Games in Beijing.

24 Aug Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy of France calls an emer-
gency meeting of the European Union to address
relations with Russia and support for Georgia in
light of the fact that Russia has failed to comply
with the terms of the cease-fire agreement.

» The Waipio team from Waipahu, Hawaii, defeats
the Matamoros team from Mexico 12-3 to win
baseball’'s 62nd Little League World Series.

25 Aug A government attack on Kalma, a large camp
housing some 90,000 internal refugees in the Dar-
fur region of The Sudan, kills dozens of people.

26 Aug Russia officially recognizes the independence
of the Georgian provinces of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia.

» North Korea announces that it has ceased dis-
abling its main nuclear complex at Yongbyon be-
cause it has not been removed from a US terrorism
blacklist.

27 Aug Democratic Party delegates, meeting at their
national convention in Denver, nominate Barack
Obama, senator from lllinois, and Joe Biden, sena-
tor from Delaware, as the party’s candidates for
president and vice president, respectively.

28 Aug Iraq signs an agreement with the China Na-
tional Petroleum Corp. for the development of the
Ahdab oil field.

29 Aug Georgia and Russia mutually sever diplomatic
relations.

» The state-owned airline Alitalia files for bankruptcy
protection in Italy.

30 Aug ltaly signs an agreement with Libya to provide
US$5 billion in aid and projects as compensation
for Italy’s 1911-42 occupation of Libya; in return,
Libya is to take steps to prevent illegal immigration
to Italy from Libya.

31 Aug As the intermittently strengthening Hurricane
Gustav, having caused destruction in Haiti, the Do-
minican Republic, Jamaica, and Cuba, heads to-
ward the Gulf Coast in the US, some two million
people in Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Al-
abama evacuate.
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September 2008

1 Sep US and Iraqi military officials announce that re-
sponsibility for paying and commanding Sunni
Awakening Councils in Baghdad and the surround-
ing area will be taken over by Iraq’s government be-
ginning next month, and the US military formally
hands over control of once-violent Anbar province
to Iraqi armed forces.

2 Sep The US Library of Congress announces that
Stevie Wonder is the winner of the Gershwin Prize
for Popular Song and that in conjunction with the
prize it has commissioned a song from him; the
prize will be presented in February 2009.

3 Sep At the Republican National Convention in St.
Paul MN, Sen. John McCain of Arizona and Gov.
Sarah Palin of Alaska are nominated as the party’s
candidates for president and vice president, re-
spectively, in the upcoming election in November.

4 Sep The journal Nature publishes a study suggest-
ing that the most powerful hurricanes and ty-
phoons, particularly in the Atlantic and Indian
oceans, have become stronger over the past 25
years.

5 Sep US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice meets
with Libyan leader Muammar al-Qaddafi in his com-
pound in Tripoli; it is the first visit to the country by
a current US secretary of state in more than 50
years.

» The US National Snow and Ice Center reports that
for the first time since recordings began being
taken in the area, both the Northwest Passage
above North America and the Northern Sea Route
over Europe and Asia were open during the sum-
mer, providing a ring of navigable waters in the Arc-
tic.

» The Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield MA inducts as members National Bas-
ketball Association players Adrian Dantley, Patrick
Ewing, and Hakeem Olajuwon and coach Pat Riley,
women’s college coach Cathy Rush, and broad-
caster Dick Vitale.

6 Sep Pakistan’s two legislative houses and four
provincial assemblies elect Asif Ali Zardari presi-
dent of the country.

» Turkish Pres. Abdullah Gul attends an association
football (soccer) match in Armenia after an invita-
tion by Armenian Pres. Serzh Sarkisyan; he is the
first Turkish head of state to visit the country.

7 Sep The US government takes over the mortgage fi-
nance companies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac in
a rescue package that will all but wipe out their
shareholders’ stake but will guarantee the corpo-
rate debt.

» Serena Williams of the US defeats Jelena Jankovic
of Serbia to win the women’s US Open tennis cham-
pionship; the following day Roger Federer of
Switzerland defeats Andy Murray of Scotland to win
the men'’s title for the fifth straight year.

» With his second-place finish behind Helio Castron-
eves of Brazil in the Indy 300 race in Joliet IL, New
Zealand driver Scott Dixon wins the overall IndyCar
drivers’ championship.

8 Sep Russia agrees to withdraw its troops from Geor-
gia but maintains that Russian troops will remain in
the separatist regions of South Ossetia and Abk-
hazia; it also agrees that observers from the EU
may monitor the agreement.

9 Sep Thailand’s Constitutional Court rules that
Prime Minister Samak Sundaravej’s acceptance of
payments for hosting the TV cooking show Tasting

and Complaining violates the country’s constitu-
tion; he is forced from office.

10 Sep CERN’s (the European Organization for Nu-
clear Research’s) Large Hadron Collider, which is in-
tended to create conditions identical to those im-
mediately after the big bang and is the largest
particle collider in the world, is activated outside
Geneva.

» Bolivian Pres. Evo Morales orders the US ambas-
sador to leave, accusing him of assisting those
seeking autonomy for Bolivia’s eastern provinces.

» The US Library of Congress presents its first Award
for Lifetime Achievement in the Writing of Fiction to
novelist Herman Wouk.

11 Sep Pres. Hugo Chavez of Venezuela expels the
US ambassador and recalls the Venezuelan am-
bassador from Washington DC.

12 Sep A High Court judge in South Africa dismisses
corruption charges against Jacob Zuma, leader of
the African National Congress (ANC), citing proce-
dural errors in the case.

13 Sep Hurricane Ike goes ashore in Texas, flooding
Galveston and Orange and causing considerable
damage in Houston; some 51 people are killed
throughout the region, 20 of them in Texas.

» New Zealand defeats Australia to win the Tri-Na-
tions rughby union title.

14 Sep The American investment firm Merrill Lynch
sells itself to Bank of America for about US$50 bil-
lion.

» In Madrid, Russia defeats Spain four matches to
none to win the Fed Cup in tennis.

15 Sep In Zimbabwe, Pres. Robert Mugabe signs a
power-sharing agreement with opposition leader
Morgan Tsvangirai that makes Tsvangirai prime
minister and envisions an even division of power,
though many important details remain to be
worked out.

» As widely expected, the venerable investment
bank Lehman Brothers, which received no help
from the US government and was unable to find a
buyer, files for bankruptcy protection; it is the
biggest bankruptcy filing in the country’s history.

16 Sep The US government takes over the giant in-
surer American International Group (AIG), fearing
that the company’s imminent collapse would send
economies worldwide into a tailspin.

» Lieut. Gen. Ray Odierno takes over command of
US forces in Iraq from Gen. David Petraeus in a cer-
emony presided over by US Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates.

17 Sep In Nalchik, Russia, Aleksandra Kostenyuk of
Russia becomes the Fédération Internationale des
Echecs (FIDE) women’s world chess champion after
defeating Hou Yifan of China 2.5-1.5 in the final
round of the three-week tournament.

18 Sep In an effort to contain the global credit crisis,
the US Federal Reserve joins with the European
Central Bank, the Bank of England, and the Bank of
Japan as well as the central banks of Canada and
Switzerland to make US$180 billion in currency ex-
changes available.

» Two days of legislative elections in Rwanda result
in the world’s first legislature that has a female ma-
jority; women win 45 of 80 seats.

» The Dow Jones Industrial Average replaces Ameri-
can International Group (AIG) with Kraft Foods on
its listing.

19 Sep North Korea declares that it is no longer in-
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terested in being removed from the US govern-
ment’s list of state sponsors of terrorism.

20 Sep Pres. George W. Bush formally proposes a
bailout bill that would give the Treasury Depart-
ment unlimited authority to buy and sell up to
US$700 billion in mortgage-related assets; the
plan contains few details.

21 Sep The US Federal Reserve approves the re-
quests of investment banks Goldman Sachs and
Morgan Stanley to convert themselves into bank
holding companies.

» The Emmy Awards are presented in Los Angeles;
winners include the television shows 30 Rock and
Mad Men and the actors Alec Baldwin, Bryan
Cranston, Tina Fey, Glenn Close, Jeremy Piven,
Zeljko Ivanek, Jean Smart, and Dianne Wiest.

» In golf's Ryder Cup competition in Louisville KY,
the US defeats Europe for the first time since 1999,
with a 16-11 margin of victory.

22 Sep Li Changjiang, the head of China’s food and
product quality agency, is dismissed in a scandal in
which melamine-tainted infant formula has made
tens of thousands of babies ill throughout China.

23 Sep The US House of Representatives passes leg-
islation that is intended to prevent the waters of the
Great Lakes from being diverted outside the basin
and requires conservation measures from the
states bordering the lakes; Pres. George W. Bush
signs the bill into law the following month.

» The world’s first wave farm, in which the power of
the ocean’s waves is harnessed to generate electri-
cal power, begins operation off Agucadoura, Portu-
gal.

24 Sep US Pres. George W. Bush makes a nationally
televised speech to ask for the country’s support
for a US$700 billion bailout plan to avert financial
catastrophe and invites presidential candidates
John McCain and Barack Obama to Washington DC
to join negotiations on the plan.

25 Sep In the biggest bank failure in American his-
tory, the US government takes over the savings and
loan bank Washington Mutual and arranges its sale
to financial services giant JPMorgan Chase.

» French Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy makes a speech in
which he asserts that the world’s monetary system
needs to be overhauled and that, though the eco-
nomic crisis in the US is having an effect in France,
the French government will act to protect bank de-
posits and taxpayers.

» Somali pirates in the Indian Ocean seize the Faina,
a Ukrainian ship carrying millions of dollars of mili-
tary weaponry that had been purchased by Kenya;
by the following day the US and Russia have sent
naval ships in pursuit.

26 Sep Turkmenistan adopts a new constitution that,

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb The idea of the all-powerful market which
wasn’t to be impeded by any rules or po-
litical intervention was a mad one. The
idea that the markets are always right was
mad. 12/

—Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy of France in a
nationally televised speech on the global
economic difficulties, 25 September

among other things, replaces a 2,500-member ap-
pointed legislature with a 125-member popularly
elected one and sets the presidential term at five
years; legislative elections are set for December.

» The Global Carbon Project issues an update saying
that worldwide emissions of carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas, had an annual increase in
2000-07 that was nearly four times the rate in the
1990s, largely because of economic growth in less-
developed countries.

27 Sep Astronaut Zhai Zhigang of China successfully
performs the Chinese space program’s first space
walk, floating outside the orbital module for 18
minutes.

» In the Australian Football League Grand Final in
Melbourne, the Hawthorn Hawks defeat the heavily
favored Geelong Cats 18.7 (115) to 11.23 (89).

28 Sep Haile Gebrselassie of Ethiopia shatters the
world marathon record that he set in 2007 as he
wins the Berlin Marathon with a time of 2 hr 3 min
59 sec; Irina Mikitenko of Germany is the fastest
woman, with a time of 2 hr 19 min 19 sec.

29 Sep The US House of Representatives rejects the
US$700 billion bailout bill supported by US Pres.
George W. Bush; as countries around the world
struggle to save large banks, the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average falls nearly 7%, and global stock mar-
kets also lose value.

» The US Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices reports that more than 90% of nursing homes
in the US have been found to have violated health
and safety standards and that for-profit institutions
were cited more often for such violations than gov-
ernment or not-for-profit homes.

» The World Institute for Nuclear Security is inaugu-
rated in Vienna, with Roger Howsley of Great Britain
as its director; the organization seeks to prevent
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of ter-
rorists.

30 Sep London’s High Court rules that Nepalese
Gurkhas who have served with the British army
have the right to live in the UK.

October 2008

1 Oct The US Congress ratifies a nuclear trade agree-
ment made with India in 2005.

2 Oct The Sri Lankan air force bombs the main politi-
cal offices of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam in
Kilinochhi.

» Remains believed to be those of missing adventurer
Steve Fossett, who disappeared in September 2007,
are found in the Inyo National Forest in California.

3 Oct The US House of Representatives passes a re-
vised version of the US$700 billion financial
bailout bill that was rejected in September, and US
Pres. George W. Bush signs it into law.

4 Oct Tyler Perry Studios, featuring five sound-
stages for television and film work, opens in At-
lanta; it is the first major film and television stu-
dio owned by an African American producer to
open in the US.

5 Oct A magnitude-6.6 earthquake strikes Kyrgyz-
stan, killing at least 72 people and flattening the
village of Nura.

» The Detroit Shock defeats the San Antonio Silver
Stars 76-60 to complete a three-game sweep and
win its third Women’s National Basketball Associa-
tion championship.
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6 Oct The Russian stock market declines by 19.1%;
indexes in London and Frankfurt, Germany, drop
more than 7%; Paris stocks lose 9%; and the Dow
Jones Industrial Average finishes below 10,000
points for the first time since 2004.

» The Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine is
awarded to Francgoise Barré-Sinoussi and Luc
Montagnier of France for their discovery of HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS, and to Harald zur
Hausen of Germany for his discovery of the
human papillomavirus, a major cause of cervical
cancer.

7 Oct In Stockholm the Nobel Prize for Physics is
awarded to Yoichiro Nambu of the US and to
Makoto Kobayashi and Toshihide Maskawa of
Japan for their work searching for hidden symme-
tries among elementary particles.

8 Oct British Prime Minister Gordon Brown an-
nounces a financial plan to offer recapitalization
funds to troubled banks in return for ownership
stakes and to provide government guarantees to
help banks refinance debt; the government will
provide £50 billion (US$75 billion) in this initia-
tive.

» The Nobel Prize for Chemistry is awarded to
Osamu Shimomura of Japan and to Martin Chalfie
and Roger Y. Tsien of the US for their research on
the green fluorescent protein produced by the jelly-
fish Aequorea victoria and its use as a marker for
observing cells in other animals.

9 Oct Iceland takes over Kaupthing Bank, the last of
the country’s three major banks to be nationalized,
shuts down the stock market, and ceases to sup-
port its currency, the krona.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb Iceland is bankrupt. The Icelandic kréna is
history. The only sensible option is for the
IMF to come and rescue us. 144

—University of Iceland professor
Arszll Valfells, on the collapse of
Iceland’s economic system, 9 October

» The Nobel Prize for Literature is awarded to French
writer Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio.

10 Oct The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to former
Finnish president and international mediator Martti
Ahtisaari.

11 Oct US Pres. George W. Bush announces that
North Korea is to be removed from the list of state
sponsors of terrorism; the following day North
Korea indicates that it will resume dismantling its
Yongbyon nuclear complex.

12 Oct The Chicago Marathon is won by Evans
Cheruiyot of Kenya with a time of 2 hr 6 min 25 sec;
the women’s victor is Lidiya Grigoryeva of Russia
with a time of 2 hr 27 min 17 sec.

13 Oct The Dow Jones Industrial Average gains 936
points, its largest-ever point gain and an increase of
11.1%; the Standard & Poor’s 500 index and the
Nasdaq composite also rise more than 11%.

» The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences
goes to American Paul Krugman for his work eluci-
dating patterns in world trade and locations of eco-
nomic activity.

14 Oct The Man Booker Prize for Fiction goes to In-
dian writer Aravind Adiga for his first novel, The
White Tiger.

15 Oct The Dow Jones Industrial Average drops a
stunning 733 points, losing 7.9% of its value.

» The price of a barrel of light, sweet crude oil falls
to US$74.54, the first time since August 2007 that
it has fallen below US$75.

16 Oct NASA reports that the Fermi Gamma-ray
Space Telescope has made a discovery in the con-
stellation Cepheus of a previously unknown type of
pulsar that emits only gamma rays.

17 Oct Japan, Austria, Turkey, Mexico, and Uganda
are elected to two-year nonpermanent seats on the
UN Security Council.

18 Oct A demonstration against the proposed status-
of-forces security agreement between Iraq and the
US by followers of Shi‘ite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr
takes place in Baghdad.

» Thai Prime Minister Somchai Wongsawat says that
he wishes to have face-to-face talks with Cambo-
dian Prime Minister Hun Sen in an attempt to re-
solve the dispute over a 900-year-old temple on the
border between the countries; a firefight on 15 Oc-
tober left three Cambodian soldiers dead.

19 Oct China announces a rural-reform policy that
will allow farmers to lease or exchange land-use
grants.

» At the world open squash championships in Man-
chester, England, Ramy Ashour of Egypt wins the
men’s competition and Nicol David of Malaysia the
women'’s title.

20 Oct The genomes and phenotypes of 10 volun-
teers are made publicly available as part of the Per-
sonal Genome Project, which seeks to increase
medical knowledge by making this information eas-
ily available; the project founders hope to supply
the data on 100,000 volunteers.

» Festus Mogae, who was president of Botswana
from 1998 until April 2008, wins the Mo Ibrahim
Prize for Achievement in African Leadership.

21 Oct The inaugural Steinberg Distinguished Play-
wright Award, which carries an unusually generous
prize of US$200,000, is presented to Tony Kushner.

» For the first time, trade takes place between India
and Pakistan across the Line of Control in Kashmir
as 16 Indian trucks carrying apples and walnuts
cross into Pakistan; Pakistani trucks loaded with
rice and raisins later travel into India.

22 Oct India launches Chandrayaan-1, an unmanned
spacecraft that will orbit the Moon, gathering infor-
mation to create a three-dimensional atlas and
searching for mineral resources, particularly ura-
nium; it is India’s first scientific spacecraft.

» US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice meets
with Mexican Secretary of Foreign Affairs Patricia
Espinosa in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, to discuss co-
operation in confronting Mexico’s drug cartels.

23 Oct The European Parliament names jailed Chi-
nese human rights activist Hu Jia the winner of the
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.

24 Oct The International Monetary Fund tentatively
agrees to grant Iceland a US$2 billion loan over two
years to help it rebuild its economy; the last time
the IMF made a loan to a Western country was in
1976.

» The UN reports that a quickly spreading cholera
outbreak in Guinea-Bissau has infected some
12,000 people, 200 of whom have died.

25 Oct Hong Kong’'s Centre for Food Safety reports
that it found eggs from northeastern China to be
heavily contaminated with melamine, suggesting
that the toxic substance has been deliberately
added to animal feed.
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» The Breeders’ Cup Classic Thoroughbred horse
race is won by Raven’s Pass at Santa Anita Park in
Arcadia CA; favorite Curlin finishes fourth.

26 Oct A US Predator drone launches a missile attack
on a compound in the village of Manduta in Pak-
istan’s South Waziristan province, killing 20 peo-
ple; reportedly among the dead are two Taliban
leaders who were responsible for attacks against
US personnel in Afghanistan.

27 Oct South Korea’'s central bank holds an emer-
gency meeting and lowers its key interest rate by
three-quarters of a percentage point; elsewhere,
the Bank of Israel lowers its rate by one-quarter
point, and Australia’s central bank buys Australian
dollars to improve the exchange rate.

» Sen. Ted Stevens of Alaska is convicted in the Dis-
trict of Columbia on seven felony counts for having
failed to report some US$250,000 in gifts and ser-
vices he had received; Stevens is running for his
seventh term of office.

28 Oct Iran announces that it has opened a new
naval base in the port of Jask on the Gulf of
Oman.

» The online-search company Google announces an
agreement with book publishers that will allow it to
scan and make available for a fee out-of-print
books that are under copyright; the deal will allow
both Google and the authors and publishers to be
paid for the use of such books.

29 Oct Pakistan formally protests US attacks against
Taliban and al-Qaeda militants on its soil and de-
mands a stop to the incursions.

» In the World Series, the Philadelphia Phillies de-
feat the Tampa Bay Rays 4-3 in the final three and
a half innings of the fifth game, which began on 27
October and was suspended for two days because
of rain and snow, to win the Major League Baseball
championship.

30 Oct The oil company Exxon Mobil reports a record
US$14.8 billion in profit in its most recent fiscal
quarter.

31 Oct US Gen. David Petraeus takes over the Central
Command, which oversees military operations in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and much of the Middle East,
Central Asia, and South Asia.

November 2008

1 Nov Libyan leader Muammar al-Qaddafi meets with
Russian Pres. Dmitry Medvedev and Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin in Moscow, apparently to discuss
closer commercial relations.

2 Nov With a fifth-place finish at the Brazilian Grand
Prix, British race-car driver Lewis Hamilton, age 23,
becomes the youngest person to have won the For-
mula 1 drivers’ championship.

» Sébastien Loeb of France secures a record fifth
successive world-rally-championship automobile-
racing drivers’ title with a third-place finish in the
Rally of Japan.

» Marilson Gomes dos Santos of Brazil wins the New
York City Marathon with a time of 2 hr 8 min 43 sec,
while Britain’s Paula Radcliffe is the fastest
woman, with a time of 2 hr 23 min 56 sec.

3 Nov The US Department of Commerce releases fig-
ures showing that the sales of new cars and trucks
in October fell to levels not seen since the early
1980s, with figures down almost 32% compared
with sales in October 2007.

» In a complicated spy and bribery case known as
“Suitcasegate”—for the suitcase full of cash found
in the airport in Buenos Aires that began the scan-
dal—Venezuelan businessman Franklin Duran is
convicted by a court in Miami of having acted as an
“unregistered agent” in the US.

4 Nov In a historic presidential election in the US, De-
mocratic candidate Barack Obama wins with
52.9% of the popular vote and 365 electoral votes,
against Republican candidate John McCain’s
45.7% and 173 electoral votes; Obama celebrates
his victory with a rally in Grant Park in Chicago.

» Gen. Mario Montoya resigns as head of Colom-
bia’s army in a spreading scandal about the appar-
ently pervasive practice of the armed forces’ killing
of civilians in an attempt to inflate the figures of in-
surgents killed by security forces.

» China and Taiwan sign an agreement that will
greatly increase transportation connections as well
as trade between the two entities.

5 Nov Officials in Afghanistan complain that a US air
strike two days earlier killed at least 40 civilians at
a wedding party in Kandahar province.

6 Nov The heads of the automobile companies
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler and the leader
of the United Automobile Workers union travel to
Washington DC to ask for a second time for gov-
ernment help to prevent the collapse of their in-
dustry.

7 Nov US government figures show that 240,000
jobs were lost in October as the unemployment rate
rose to 6.5%, its highest level in 14 years.

8 Nov Iraqg’s executive council ratifies a law setting
the composition of provincial councils; the law al-
lots only six seats on the councils to members of re-
ligious minorities, half of what the United Nations
recommended.

9 Nov At an emergency summit meeting of the South-
ern African Development Community in Johannes-
burg, participants call for a cease-fire in the eastern
region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
agree to send military advisers to assist the gov-
ernment.

10 Nov The American electronics retailer Circuit City
files for bankruptcy protection.

» The 11th annual Mark Twain Prize for American
Humor is awarded posthumously to comic George
Carlin in a ceremony at the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts in Washington DC.

11 Nov Food inspectors in Hong Kong report finding
high levels of the toxic chemical melamine in fish
feed from China.

» Peter Eastgate of Denmark wins the World Series
of Poker; at 22, he is the youngest winner of the
card game tournament.

12 Nov US Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson
announces that the government no longer plans to
use the US$700 billion bailout package to buy
bad assets but will rather try to use the money to
capitalize banks and to help companies make
loans.

» The 2008 Dorothy and Lillian Gish Prize is
awarded to film actor and director Robert Red-
ford.

13 Nov At the Latin Grammy Awards in Houston,
Colombian rock musician Juanes wins five awards,
including album of the year for La vida...es un
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ratico and both song and record of the year for “Me
enamora.”

14 Nov With an EU report showing that the economy
of the 15-country euro zone shrank 0.2% in the
third quarter, the euro zone is officially in reces-
sion.

» The journal Science publishes an article reporting
that the Hubble Space Telescope has produced the
first visible-light image of a planet in another solar
system; the observations are of the planet Fomal-
haut b orbiting the star Fomalhaut in the constella-
tion Piscis Australis.

15 Nov California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger de-
clares a state of emergency in Los Angeles county
as several wildfires, driven by Santa Ana winds,
burn hundreds of houses and compel the evacua-
tion of more than 10,000 residents.

16 Nov Iraq’s cabinet approves a status-of-forces
agreement negotiated with the US; the pact, which
must also be approved by the legislature, begins re-
stricting the scope of US combat operations start-
ing on 1 Jan 2009 and calls for a complete US with-
drawal by the end of 2011.

» After the final auto race of the season, Jimmie
Johnson is crowned winner of the NASCAR drivers’
championship for the third year in a row.

17 Nov The Saudi-owned supertanker Sirius Star is
seized by pirates some 450 nautical miles south-
east of Mombasa, Kenya, far from the usual area
menaced by pirates.

18 Nov A court in Egypt rules that a contract to pro-
vide natural gas to Israel signed in 2005 should
have been approved by the legislature and so
should not be honored.

19 Nov The US Department of Labor reports that the
consumer price index for October dropped by 1%,
the biggest one-month drop ever measured, and
the Dow Jones Industrial Average falls below 8,000
for the first time since 2003.

» The US Food and Drug Administration opens a
branch in Beijing to screen food and drugs that will
be exported to the US; it is intended to be the first
of several overseas offices for the agency.

20 Nov At the first habeas corpus hearing on the US
government’s holding of six detainees at the mili-
tary detention camp in Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba,
Judge Richard J. Leon of the Federal District Court
in Washington DC rules that five of the men have
been illegally held for almost seven years and
should be released immediately.

» The price of a barrel of oil falls below US$50.

21 Nov The World Health Organization reports that a
cholera epidemic that broke out in August in Zim-
babwe and has accelerated in November has so far
killed 294 people.

» After an emergency session, the state legislature
of Nebraska revises a safe-haven law to allow only
infants up to the age of 30 days to be legally aban-
doned at hospitals; as originally written, the law
had said that all children could be safely aban-
doned, and since it went into effect on 1 Septem-
ber, 35 older children, several from outside Ne-
braska, had been left at Nebraska hospitals.

22 Nov On a man-made island in Doha, Qatar, the
Museum of Islamic Art celebrates its grand opening
with a ceremony attended by heads of state and
other luminaries; it will open to the public on 1 De-
cember.

» New Zealand defeats Australia 34-20 to win the
Rugby League World Cup final in an astonishing
upset.

23 Nov Spain defeats Argentina 3-1 to win the Davis
Cup in international team tennis.

» The Columbus Crew wins the Major League Soccer
title with a 3-1 victory over the New York Red Bulls
in the MLS Cup in Carson CA.

» The Calgary Stampeders capture the 96th Cana-
dian Football League Grey Cup, defeating the Mon-
treal Alouettes 22-14.

24 Nov Antigovernment protesters in Bangkok sur-
round the legislative building and cut off its elec-
tricity and march on the airport where the govern-
ment has been meeting since protests began in
August.

» The US Treasury agrees to inject US$20 billion into
the funds of the banking giant Citigroup and to pay
for losses on bad assets; it is the second rescue
plan from the government for the bank.

25 Nov Voters in Greenland overwhelmingly approve
a new law to increase the dependency’s autonomy
from Denmark, in particular giving it greater rights
to profit from local oil resources.

» Atlantic Records, a label owned by Warner Music
Group, says that it has become the first label to
have more than half of its music sales come from
digital products, such as MP3 downloads and ring-
tones.

26 Nov In a brazen strike in Mumbai (Bombay), ter-
rorists attack several public sites, among them
train stations, hospitals, and a restaurant, and then
take over two luxury hotels and a Jewish community
center; at least 82 people are initially reported
killed in the siege.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

1 I ran into the hotel kitchen, and then we
were shunted into a restaurant in the base-
ment. We are now in the dark in this room,
and we have barricaded all the doors. It’s
really bad. 144

—European Parliament member

Sajjad Karim describing his ordeal
during the terrorist siege of his hotel in
Mumbai (Bombay), 26 November

» In Alto Minho in northern Portugal, a wind farm
made up of 120 wind turbines and five substations
officially opens; it is the largest wind farm in Europe.

27 Nov Iraq’s legislature ratifies the status-of-forces
agreement that mandates the end of US military
occupation of Iraq by the end of 2011.

» The Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics in
Ontario announces that physicist Stephen Hawking
will hold its first distinguished research chair.

28 Nov Authorities in Mumbai (Bombay) succeed in
regaining control of the two luxury hotels and the
Jewish center that were attacked by terrorists, end-
ing the siege; at least 174 people are believed to
have been killed.

29 Nov Two days of ferocious ethnic and religious vi-
olence between Muslims and Christians in Jos,
Nigeria, end with the imposition of a curfew; at
least 400 people died in fighting.

30 Nov The space shuttle Endeavour lands in Califor-
nia after a successful mission to enlarge the ca-
pacity of the International Space Station; among
those aboard are the space station’s outgoing flight
engineer, Gregory E. Chamitoff, who had spent six
months at the station.
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December 2008

1 Dec The National Bureau of Economic Research re-
ports that the US economy has been in recession
since December 2007; this is an unusually long re-
cession, and analysts expect it to continue for
some time.

» The Dow Jones Industrial Average falls 680 points,
losing 7.7% of its value, while the Standard &
Poor’s 500 index drops by 8.9% and the Nasdaq
composite loses 9.0%.

» Britain’s Turner Prize is presented in London to
artist Mark Leckey; his work includes the multime-
dia exhibition Industrial Light & Magic, which con-
tains images of the animated characters Felix the
Cat and Homer Simpson.

2 Dec The Women'’s National Basketball Association
shuts down the Houston Comets, unable to afford
to keep the franchise going or to find a buyer.

3 Dec A group of conservative Episcopal bishops an-
nounce that they are forming a new province
within the Anglican Communion to serve as an al-
ternative to the Episcopal Church (US); the new
province is to be called the Anglican Church in
North America.

» Against the preferences of the US, Afghan Pres.
Hamid Karzai decides to sign the Convention on
Cluster Munitions, banning the use of cluster
bombs; he participates along with more than 90
other countries’ delegates in a signing ceremony in
Oslo.

4 Dec Zimbabwe declares its cholera epidemic a na-
tional emergency and appeals for international as-
sistance.

» The telecommunications company AT&T declares
that it plans to lay off 12,000 people over the next
year; one difficulty the company is encountering is
a decline in the number of subscribers to landline
telephones.

5 Dec The US Bureau of Labor Statistics releases a
report showing that 533,000 jobs were lost in No-
vember; this is the largest monthly total since De-
cember 1974.

» The Mortgage Bankers Association reports that
1.35 million American homes were in foreclosure in
the third quarter, a new record and an increase of
76% over the previous year.

6 Dec In the course of one of the frequent fights be-
tween police and leftist youths in Athens, the police
shoot to death a 15-year-old boy; ferocious rioting
begins within hours and spreads to other cities in
Greece.

7 Dec Hundreds of militants attack a lot in Peshawar,
Pakistan, and destroy more than 100 trucks fully
loaded with supplies for US and NATO armed forces
in Afghanistan.

» The annual Kennedy Center Honors are presented
in Washington DC to musicians George Jones, Pete
Townshend, and Roger Daltrey, actor Morgan Free-
man, singer and actress Barbra Streisand, and
choreographer Twyla Tharp.

8 Dec Belize and Guatemala agree to submit a border
disagreement dating from 1821 to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice.

» The Tribune Co., which publishes the Chicago Tri-
bune, the Los Angeles Times, and 10 other news-
papers and also owns several television stations,
files for bankruptcy protection.

9 Dec Pakistani authorities say that they have ar-
rested some 20 members of Lashkar-e-Taiba, the
Islamist militant group believed to be behind the

terrorist attacks in Mumbai (Bombay) in November,
including its operational leader.

» Gov. Rod Blagojevich of lllinois is arrested on fed-
eral charges of conspiracy and bribe solicitation;
prosecutors say that, among other things, he at-
tempted to sell the Senate seat vacated by Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama, to which he was empow-
ered to appoint the successor.

10 Dec During six-party talks on North Korea's nu-
clear program, North Korea refuses to accept a Chi-
nese proposal on nuclear verification; negotiations
break down the following day.

» In the UK the Channel island of Sark holds its first-
ever democratic election after 450 years of feudal
government.

11 Dec Bernard L. Madoff, a well-connected and ap-
parently exceptionally successful trader, is arrested
by federal agents in New York City; he is believed to
have been running an enormous Ponzi scheme, de-
frauding many individual and institutional cus-
tomers of some US$50 billion.

12 Dec The day after the US Senate refused to ap-
prove a rescue package for automobile manufac-
turers, officials from the White House and the Trea-
sury Department say that the government is willing
to use money from the US$700 billion bailout fund
to prevent the collapse of General Motors and
Chrysler.

» Pres. Rafael Correa of Ecuador declines to make a
US$31 million interest payment, declaring his
country to be in default on foreign debt.

13 Dec Steer roper Trevor Brazile of Texas wins his
sixth all-around cowboy world championship at the
50th annual Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in Las
Vegas.

14 Dec The military forces of the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, Uganda, and The Sudan start an
offensive against the insurgent group the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army, seeking to drive it from the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo back to Uganda,
whence it originated.

» At a news conference held in Baghdad by Iraqi
Pres. Nuri al-Maliki and US Pres. George W. Bush, a
journalist from an independent television channel
throws both his shoes at Bush, denouncing him for
bringing war to Iraq; Bush avoids both shoes.

15 Dec A charter to transform the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) into an entity
similar to the EU goes into force.

16 Dec The US Federal Reserve lowers its key inter-
est rate to a range of 0-0.25% and announces new
lending programs to get money to businesses and
to consumers.

» A team of astronomers using NASA’s Chandra X-
ray Observatory report that they have found that
the reason that clusters of galaxies have not grown
in the past five billion years may be that their
growth is inhibited by the antigravitional force
called dark energy.

17 Dec At a meeting in Oran, Algeria, OPEC member
countries agree to cut oil production by a record 2.2
million bbl a day.

18 Dec The UN reports that the death toll from the
cholera epidemic in Zimbabwe has risen to 1,111,
with 133 people dying in the past two days alone.

19 Dec The Palestinian organization Hamas an-
nounces that its unwritten truce with Israel is over.

» US Pres. George W. Bush announces an emer-
gency bailout of US$17.4 billion for the automobile
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manufacturers General Motors and Chrysler, in re-
turn for which the companies must produce a plan
for profitability by 31 March 2009; the money
comes from the US$700 billion authorized by Con-
gress to rescue the financial services industry.

20 Dec Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and
Premier Dalton McGuinty of Ontario offer the Cana-
dian subsidiaries of the automakers General Mo-
tors and Chrysler Can$4 billion (US$3 billion) in
emergency loans.

21 Dec Police in Tehran shut down the office of the
Center for Protecting Human Rights, headed by
Shirin Ebadi, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in
2003.

22 Dec The Organization for Security and Co-opera-
tion in Europe announces that its mission in Geor-
gia will be terminated because the organization has
been unable to reach a compromise with member
country Russia, which insists that the separatist en-
claves of South Ossetia and Abkhazia be treated as
separate countries.

23 Dec The prestigious but nearly insolvent Museum
of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles announces that
it will be rescued by arts patron Eli Broad, who will
give it US$30 million and require that its manage-
ment be restructured; Charles Young replaces Je-
remy Strick as the museum’s director.

24 Dec The Japanese automobile manufacturers Toy-
ota and Nissan report that their worldwide sales of
vehicles in November fell 21.8% and 19.8%, re-
spectively, from a year before.

» The US Federal Reserve Board allows GMAC, the fi-
nancing arm of the car manufacturer General Mo-
tors, to become a bank holding company.

25 Dec In his annual Christmas message, Pope Bene-
dict XVI calls for peace in the world, particularly in
the Middle East, and gives blessings in 64 lan-
guages, including, for the first time, Icelandic.

26 Dec Israel opens crossings into the Gaza Strip, al-
lowing relief supplies to reach the area; nonethe-
less, a dozen rockets and mortar shells are fired to-
ward Israel.

27 Dec Israel launches massive air strikes against
Hamas facilities in the Gaza Strip; more than 225
people in Gaza are killed.

28 Dec With a final-game loss to the Green Bay Pack-
ers, the Detroit Lions become the first National
Football League team ever to lose every game of a
16-game regular season.

29 Dec Israel continues its air assault against Hamas
targets in the Gaza Strip; as the death toll passes
350 and Hamas rockets kill three Israelis, Israeli
Defense Minister Ehud Barak declares that Israel is
engaged in an “all-out war” with Hamas.

30 Dec Ghana’s election commission says that the
results of the country’s presidential runoff are too
close to call and that one district that was unable to
hold voting on election day will vote on 2 Jan 2009;
the results there will determine the winner.

31 Dec As an emergency meeting of the Arab League
convenes, Israel rejects a proposed 48-hour cease-
fire and continues its bombardment of Gaza.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb This terrible massacre would not have hap-
pened if the Palestinian people were united
behind one leadership, speaking in one

voice. 77

—Prince Saud al-Faisal of Saudi
Arabia, speaking at an emergency
Arab League summit, 31 December

» At the last bell of the year at the New York Stock
Exchange, the Dow Jones Industrial Average has
lost 33.8% of its value from the beginning of the
year, its worst annual loss since 1931; the Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500-stock index has lost 39.5% of its
value.

» China and Vietnam announce that they have com-
pleted the demarcation of the 1,350-km (840-mi)
border between the countries.

January 2009

1 Jan The Green Zone, a 14.5-sg-km (5.6-sg-mi) area
in Baghdad that has been the center of the US oc-
cupation, is turned over to Iraqi control.

» Two newspapers in Mexico report that more than
5,000 people were killed by gangsters in drug-re-
lated violence in 2008, more than twice as many as
died in 2007.

2 Jan The government of Sri Lanka announces that
its military has captured the city of Kilinochchi, the
administrative center of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam.

3 Jan After a week of aerial and naval assaults
against Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip, Israeli
troops and tanks cross the border into Gaza, initi-
ating a ground war there.

4 Jan A suicide bomber detonates his weapon among
a crowd of pilgrims visiting a Shi‘ite shrine in Bagh-
dad; at least 40 people, many of them Iranians, are
killed.

5 Jan India gives Pakistan evidence that the terrorists
who attacked Mumbai (Bombay) in November
2008 were linked to Pakistan; it demands that
those responsible be tried in India.

» The new US embassy compound in Baghdad is
dedicated; it is the largest US embassy in the world.

6 Jan In South Korea opposition lawmakers end a 12-
day occupation of the parliament building after suc-
cessfully blocking a vote on a free-trade agreement
with the US as well as other legislation.

» US Pres. George W. Bush creates the largest ma-
rine reserve in the world, totaling 505,773 sq km
(195,280 sq mi) in area, by designating the Mari-
ana Trench, Pacific Remote Islands, and Rose Atoll
marine national monuments.

7 Jan Violent protests take place in Oakland CA,
where demonstrators are angry over the slow re-
sponse to an incident in which an unarmed young
African American man was shot and killed early on
1 January by a transit policeman on the platform of
a Bay Area Rapid Transit station.

» The centenary of the UK's domestic intelligence
agency, MI5, is marked by the first-ever interview of
the agency’s head by the press as Jonathan Evans
meets with reporters at MI5 headquarters in Lon-
don.

8 Jan The US Department of Labor releases statistics
showing that the number of people receiving un-
employment benefits at the end of 2008 reached
4.61 million, the highest number since November
1982.
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» The University of Florida defeats the University of
Oklahoma 24-14 in college football’'s Bowl Cham-
pionship Series title game in Miami to win the NCAA
Football Bowl Subdivision championship.

9 Jan The Sirius Star, a Saudi-owned supertanker
that was seized by Somali pirates in November
2008, is released in return for the payment of
US$3 million in ransom; however, a boat carrying
pirates to shore capsizes, which results in the
drowning of five of the pirates and the loss of some
of the ransom money.

10 Jan Israel warns residents of the Gaza Strip that it
intends to intensify its operations against Hamas,
which have so far left some 820 Palestinians dead,
while heavy rocket fire from Gaza into Israel con-
tinues.

11 Jan At the Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills
CA, best picture honors go to Slumdog Millionaire
and Vicky Cristina Barcelona; best director goes to
Danny Boyle for Slumdog Millionaire.

12 Jan Health officials in Minnesota report that they
have linked an outbreak of salmonella that has af-
fected some 400 people in 43 states with peanut
butter that is sold to institutions.

13 Jan Ethiopian troops complete their withdrawal
from Mogadishu, Somalia.

14 Jan After several days of severe flooding in Fiji, the
country’s sugar farms have been decimated, 9,000
people have been evacuated, and at least 11 peo-
ple have died.

15 Jan A US Airways A320 jet loses power in both en-
gines because of bird strikes shortly after taking off
from New York City’s La Guardia Airport; pilot Ches-
ley B. Sullenberger Il successfully lands the plane
in the Hudson River, and all 155 aboard are safely
rescued.

16 Jan Zimbabwe’s Reserve Bank issues a new de-
nomination of bank notes denoted at Z$10 trillion;
Z$20 trillion, Z$50 trillion, and Z$100 trillion bills
are also planned.

» The American electronics retailer Circuit City
Stores, with 567 outlets and 34,000 employees,
announces that it is going out of business.

17 Jan Israel declares that it will begin a cease-fire
early the following day in its operations against
Hamas in the Gaza Strip; some 1,200 Palestinians
and 13 Israelis have died during the 22-day opera-
tion.

» The organization Human Rights Watch details
massacres in which at least 620 people have been
slaughtered by the Lord’s Resistance Army militia
group in the Democratic Republic of the Congo over
the past month.

18 Jan Prime Minister Vladimir Putin of Russia and
Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko of Ukraine reach
an agreement on the price that Ukraine will pay for
Russian natural gas; previous accords have fallen
through, and at least 12 people have frozen to
death while some 20 countries are cut off from gas
supplies from Russia.

19 Jan Prominent Russian human rights lawyer
Stanislav Markelov and a freelance reporter for the
independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta are shot
down in broad daylight in Moscow.

20 Jan Barack Obama is inaugurated as the 44th
president of the United States before what is per-
haps the largest crowd ever to attend a presidential
inauguration.

» A partnership is announced between troubled
American car company Chrysler LLC and the Italian
automobile manufacturer Fiat, which will acquire a

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb In reaffirming the greatness of our nation,
we understand that greatness is never a
given. It must be earned. Our journey has
never been one of shortcuts or settling for

less. 144

US Pres. Barack Obama in his
inauguration address, 20 January

stake in Chrysler and will sell its Fiat and Alfa
Romeo brands of cars in Chrysler dealerships.

21 Jan Hillary Rodham Clinton is confirmed as US
secretary of state, and Janet Napolitano is sworn in
as US secretary of homeland security.

22 Jan Japan reports that its export rate in December
2008 fell drastically, while China announces a
sharp slowdown in growth in the final quarter of the
year and South Korea says that its economy shrank
in the same period; all these results are related to
the economic crisis in the US and Europe.

» US Pres. Barack Obama signs executive orders re-
quiring that the military prison at Guantanamo Bay
in Cuba be closed within a year, insisting that inter-
rogation methods fall within the guidelines of the
Army Field Manual, and ending the CIA’s secret
overseas prison program.

23 Jan The biggest wind-power complex in Latin Amer-
ica is ceremonially inaugurated along the southern
coast of Mexico’s Isthmus of Tehuantepec.

24 Jan Pope Benedict XVI revokes the excommunica-
tions of four bishops who were consecrated in
1988 without Vatican permission by Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre, who opposed the reforms of the
Second Vatican Council; one of the bishops has de-
nied that the Holocaust took place.

25 Jan The Sri Lankan military reports that it has
taken control of Mullaittivu, the last major town
controlled by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

26 Jan In the field of children’s literature, the New-
bery Medal is awarded to Neil Gaiman for The
Graveyard Book, and Beth Krommes wins the
Caldecott Medal for her illustrations for The House
in the Night by Susan Marie Swanson.

» A single mother of six in California gives birth to oc-
tuplets conceived by in vitro fertilization, arousing
controversy; it is only the second time that octu-
plets have been born alive in the US, the first occa-
sion having taken place in Texas in 1998.

27 Jan The UK offers a package of £2.3 billion (about
US$3.2 billion) in aid to the faltering automobile
manufacturers Jaguar Land Rover, owned by
India’s Tata Motors, and Vauxhall, owned by Gen-
eral Motors of the US.

» Mexico’s central bank reports that for the first
time since it began tracking the figure, the amount
of money sent in remittances to Mexico fell in
2008, by 3.6%.

28 Jan The US House of Representatives passes a
US$819 billion economic stimulus package sup-
ported by Pres. Barack Obama.

29 Jan The lllinois state Senate votes unanimously
that Gov. Rod Blagojevich is guilty of abuse of
power and removes him from office; Pat Quinn be-
comes governor in his place.

» Ford Motor Co. reports that it suffered a net loss of
US$14.6 billion in 2008, a record for the company.

30 Jan North Korea announces the nullification of all
of its previous agreements with South Korea.
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31 Jan In Djibouti, Somalia’s transitional legislature
elects Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, former head of
the Islamic Courts Union, president; the news is
greeted with exultation in Mogadishu.

» Elections to provincial councils are held through-
out Iraq in relative peace.

» American Serena Williams defeats Dinara Safina
of Russia to win the Australian Open women'’s ten-
nis championship; the following day Rafael Nadal of
Spain defeats Roger Federer of Switzerland to win
the men'’s title.

February 2009

1 Feb Johanna Sigurdardéttir is sworn in as prime
minister of Iceland at the head of a caretaker coali-
tion government.

» In Tampa FL the Pittsburgh Steelers defeat the Ari-
zona Cardinals 27-23 to win the National Football
League’s Super Bowl! XLIII.

2 Feb At a meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Muam-
mar al-Qaddafi of Libya is elected chairman of the
African Union.

» Eric Holder is confirmed as US attorney general; he
is the first African American to hold that position.
3 Feb Iran announces that it has for the first time

launched a satellite into orbit.

» In Moscow, Kyrgyz Pres. Kurmanbek Bakiyev an-
nounces that he will close the Manas air base used
by the US as a staging area for military forces in
Afghanistan.

» Carmakers report that new-car sales in the US fell
37% in January in the industry’s worst January fig-
ures since 1963.

4 Feb US Pres. Barack Obama announces new rules
that will cap the salary of top executives at compa-
nies receiving government financial assistance at
US$500,000 and will impose restrictions on bonus
and severance pay for such company leaders.

» In Puthukkudiyiruppu, Sri Lanka, the last opera-
tional hospital in the region where government
forces are fighting the remnants of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam comes under fire, and pa-
tients, doctors, and other staff flee; it is thought
that as many as 250,000 Tamil civilians are
trapped in the war zone.

5 Feb After the payment of US$3.2 million in ransom,
the Faina, a Ukrainian ship carrying millions of dol-
lars of military weaponry, is released by the Somali
pirates who hijacked it in September 2008; the
ship, which had been surrounded by US warships to
keep the pirates from unloading the weapons, ar-
rives safely at Mombasa, Kenya, on 12 February.

» Pat Summitt, coach of the University of Tennessee
Lady Vols women'’s basketball team, becomes the
first NCAA Division | college basketball coach to win
1,000 games.

6 Feb The US Department of Labor releases figures
showing that job losses in November and Decem-
ber were worse than previously reported and that
job losses for January reached 598,000, the worst
figure since December 1974; since the recession
began in December 2007, 3.6 million jobs have
disappeared.

» The Aragua Tigers (Tigres) of Venezuela defeat the
Mazatlan Deer (Venados) of Mexico 5-3 to win
baseball’s Caribbean Series.

7 Feb In Ohio, 134 ice fishers stranded when an ice
floe under them breaks away on Lake Erie are res-
cued by local authorities and the US Coast Guard;
one man dies.

8 Feb Wildfires race through the Australian state of
Victoria for a second day, consuming 1,995 sq km
(770 sq mi) of forest and farmland, two towns, and
750 homes and leaving at least 210 people dead;

some of the fires are believed to have been delib-
erately set.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb Hell in all its fury has visited the good
people of Victoria. This is an appalling
tragedy. 12

—Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
in response to wildfires that have
consumed 1,995 sq km (770 sq mi)

and left dozens dead, 8 February

» 4 At the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles, the top
winner is British and American duo Robert Plant
and Alison Krauss, who win five awards, including
album of the year for Raising Sand and record of
the year for “Please Read the Letter”; the award for
song of the year goes to Coldplay’s “Viva la Vida,”
and the best new artist is British singer Adele.

9 Feb Star slugger Alex Rodriguez of the New York
Yankees Major League Baseball team confesses
that he used illegal performance-enhancing drugs
when he played for the Texas Rangers in 2001-03.

10 Feb US Secretary of the Treasury Timothy F. Gei-
thner announces a large and complex financial res-
cue package involving as much as US$2.5 trillion;
the markets drop as a result of the lack of details in
the presentation.

» The US Senate passes a US$838 billion economic
stimulus bill and begins talks to reconcile that bill
with the one passed by the House of Representa-
tives earlier; the resultant bill is signed into law on
17 February.

» Clussexx Three D Grinchy Glee wins Best in Show
at the Westminster Kennel Club’s 133rd dog show;
the Sussex spaniel, known as Stump, is at 10 years
of age the oldest dog to win the top award at the
premier American dog show.

11 Feb Pres. Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe swears in
Morgan Tsvangirai as prime minister; the previous
day Tsvangirai chose Tendai Biti as finance minis-
ter.

12 Feb Officials in Pakistan acknowledge that the ter-
rorist attacks that took place in Mumbai (Bombay)
in November 2008 were partially planned in Pak-
istan and announce the arrest of six people in con-
nection with the attack.

13 Feb Somalia’s president names Omar Abdirashid
Ali Sharmarke to serve as prime minister of the
transitional government.

» The Peanut Corp. of America, the company whose
peanut-butter and peanut-paste products caused
an outbreak of salmonella poisoning, goes out of
business.

» Researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Evolu-
tionary Anthropology in Germany announce that
they have reconstructed the genome of Nean-
derthals using DNA from bone fragments; analysis
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of the genome is expected to shed light on many
areas of human evolution.

14 Feb King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia makes changes
to the cabinet that include naming a woman as
deputy minister of education and replacing two
Wahhabi clerics with members of more-moderate
Sunni sects.

» The Peruvian film La teta asustada (The Milk of
Sorrow), directed by Claudia Llosa, wins the Golden
Bear at the Berlin International Film Festival.

15 Feb Voters in Venezuela approve a ballot measure
that will remove term limits for all elected officials,
including Pres. Hugo Chavez.

» Belgium opens Princess Elisabeth station in East
Antarctica; it uses wind and solar power and is the
first zero-emission research station on the conti-
nent.

» In Daytona Beach FL, the 51st running of the Day-
tona 500 NASCAR race, shortened to 152 laps
from 200 because of rain, is won by Matt Kenseth.

16 Feb The government of Pakistan agrees to an ac-
cord offered by the Taliban that will allow Shari‘ah
law in the Swat valley region of the North-West Fron-
tier Province and restrict government military ac-
tion to responding to attacks, in effect ceding that
area to the Taliban.

» The US Securities and Exchange Commission de-
clares that the Stanford Group, parent of Stanford
International Bank, may have perpetrated a US$8
billion fraud involving certificates of deposit in its
bank in Antigua and Barbuda.

17 Feb The UN releases a report saying that the num-
ber of civilians killed in the war in Afghanistan in
2008 was 2,118, up from 1,523 the previous year,
and that 828 of them had been killed by forces of
the US-led coalition and Afghan soldiers.

» Kaing Guek Eav, known as Duch, becomes the first
defendant to stand trial before a UN-assisted tri-
bunal investigating genocide carried out by mem-
bers of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; he had run
a particularly brutal prison during the regime.

» The automakers General Motors and Chrysler LLC
ask for an additional US$14 billion in assistance
from the US government, while promising to cut
costs; GM promises to lay off 47,000 workers,
close five North American plants, and drop half of
its brands.

18 Feb The Swiss bank UBS agrees to reveal the
names of American holders of secret bank ac-
counts whom US authorities believe culpable of tax
evasion.

» US Pres. Barack Obama announces a new
US$275 billion plan that is intended to help as
many as nine million people save their homes from
foreclosure or refinance their mortgages.

» At the Brit Awards in London, Welsh singer Duffy
wins three prizes, including best British album for
Rockferry; the award for best international album
goes to American band Kings of Leon for Only by
the Night.

19 Feb The International Atomic Energy Agency re-
ports that it has found that Iran has a third more
enriched uranium than the country had disclosed
and that the amount of uranium would be sufficient
to make an atomic bomb.

» LittleBigPlanet, a Sony jumping-and-climbing game
for the PlayStation 3 console, wins the prize for
game of the year at the 12th annual Interactive
Achievement Awards in Las Vegas.

20 Feb A UN-sponsored meeting in Nairobi, Kenya,
produces an agreement by 140 countries, includ-

ing the US, to negotiate a treaty to limit the emis-
sions of mercury into the atmosphere; mercury is a
neurotoxin.

» A Chinese official complains that Russia has re-
sponded inadequately to a situation in which Russ-
ian warships on 14 February fired on and sank a
Chinese tanker flying a Sierra Leonean flag; seven
or eight sailors were lost at sea in the attack.

» The Dow Jones Industrial Average falls 100 points,
losing 1.3% of its value, to close at 7365.67, its
lowest point since 9 Oct 2002.

21 Feb US military officials concede that an air strike
in Afghanistan’s Herat province by coalition forces
on 17 February killed 13 civilians and 3 militants;
the US military had initially said that all the dead
were militants.

22 Feb A study published in Nature Structural &
Molecular Biology describes the engineering of an-
tibodies that attack a portion of the influenza
virus that does not mutate, suggesting the pos-
sibility of a single vaccine effective against all
strains of flu.

» At the 81st Academy Awards presentation, hosted
by Hugh Jackman, Oscars are won by, among oth-
ers, Slumdog Millionaire (best picture) and its di-
rector, Danny Boyle, and actors Sean Penn, Kate
Winslet, Heath Ledger, and Penélope Cruz.

23 Feb The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam send
communications indicating that they would like to
participate in an internationally brokered cease-
fire.

» The US government describes its intention to give
US$900 million to nongovernmental organizations
to help in rebuilding in the Gaza Strip.

24 Feb NASA launches the Orbiting Carbon Observa-
tory satellite, which is expected to help scientists
understand the workings of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere; the launch fails, however.

25 Feb At a conference of the Bangladesh Rifles, a
paramilitary border guard organization, in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, hundreds of troops mutiny, leading to
a lengthy gun battle between the mutineers and
army troops in which some 148 people (mostly of-
ficers) die.

» Indigenous rights activist Mick Dodson, a member
of the Yawuru people of Western Australia, is rec-
ognized as Australian of the Year.

26 Feb At reconciliation talks in Cairo, leaders of the
Palestinian parties Fatah and Hamas announce
that committees have been established to find a
way to form a unity government and to work out
many other issues.

» US Pres. Barack Obama proposes a sweeping 10-
year budget that would overhaul health care, push
back global warming, and reverse a 30-year trend
of increasing economic inequality.

» The Fox television network declares that it has re-
newed the animated comedy series The Simpsons
for two more seasons; The Simpsons is currently
tied with Gunsmoke as the longest-running scripted
prime-time show.

27 Feb The US Department of Commerce announces
that the country’s economy in the final quarter of
2008 contracted at a rate of 6.2%, not 3.8% as pre-
viously stated; also, the Department of the Treasury
says that it is expanding its stake in the banking
giant Citigroup from 8% to 36%.

» The final issue of the Rocky Mountain News is pub-
lished in Denver; the newspaper was founded in
April 1859 and had been owned by the E.W.
Scripps Co. since 1926, but Scripps had been un-
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successfully trying to sell it and felt it could not af-
ford to keep publishing.
28 Feb Two days of military consultations between

China and the US conclude with an agreement that
high-level discussions between the two countries
about military issues will be resumed.

March 2009

1 The US government agrees to allow American Inter-
national Group (AIG) to draw as much as US$30 bil-
lion from the Troubled Asset Relief Program; it is
the fourth time the government has had to inter-
vene to save the insurance giant from bankruptcy.

2 Mar Pres. Jodo Bernardo Vieira of Guinea-Bissau is
killed by army troops; the previous day the army
chief of staff had died in a bomb attack.

» The Dow Jones Industrial Average drops below
7,000 for the first time since October 1997, losing
4.2% of its value, while the major British stock
index falls 5.3% and that in Italy sinks 6%.

3 Mar Twelve well-armed gunmen ambush a bus car-
rying the Sri Lankan cricket team to a match in La-
hore, Pakistan; six police officers escorting the bus
and two bystanders are killed, six cricketers are
wounded, and the attackers all escape.

» Sales figures for automobiles in the US reveal that
sales throughout the industry in February were
4.9% lower than in January and 41% lower than in
the previous February.

4 Mar The International Criminal Court issues an in-
ternational warrant for the arrest of Pres. Omar
Hassan al-Bashir of The Sudan to face charges re-
lating to atrocities in the Darfur region; Bashir al-
most immediately expels several international aid
groups working in Darfur.

5 Mar The European Central Bank lowers its key in-
terest rate by half a percentage point, to 1.5%, its
lowest level since its inception, and for the first
time forecasts that the economy of the 16 euro-
zone countries is likely to shrink in the coming year.

» Relief organizations in Sri Lanka say that some
150,000-200,000 civilians are trapped in a 26-sg-
km (10-sg-mi) war zone in northern Sri Lanka.

6 Mar US government data show that the unemploy-
ment rate in February reached 8.1%, its highest
level in 25 years.

» NASA successfully launches its Kepler spacecraft
into space; Kepler will scan the cosmos for planets
that are about the size of Earth and that are at dis-
tances from their stars that would allow water to re-
main in liquid form.

7 Mar Gunmen attack a British army base in Antrim,
Northern Ireland, killing two soldiers and wounding
two soldiers and two pizza deliverymen; the dissi-
dent group the Real IRA claims responsibility for the
first attack on the British military in Northern Ire-
land since 1997.

8 Mar In London Black Watch wins four Laurence
Olivier Awards—best new play, best director (John
Tiffany), best theater choreographer (Steven
Hoggett), and best sound design.

9 Mar The Mamoond, a large clan in the Bajaur re-
gion of Pakistan that is connected with the Taliban,
signs a peace agreement with the Pakistani gov-
ernment in which, among other things, the
Mamoond agree to turn over local Taliban leaders.

10 Mar Somalia’s cabinet agrees to base the coun-
try’s legal system on Shari‘ah, the Islamic law; the
legislature must approve the plan.

» The US$250,000 A.M. Turing Award for excellence
in computer science is granted to Barbara Liskov

for her contributions to the use of data abstraction
to make software easier to create, change, and
maintain.

11 Mar Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy of France announces
that the country will once again become a full mem-
ber of NATO; it had withdrawn from the organiza-
tion’s military command in 1966.

» Forbes magazine releases its annual list of the
world’s billionaires, which contains 332 fewer
names than the previous year’s edition; notably,
Joaquin Guzman Loera, head of the drug-trafficking
Sinaloa cartel in Mexico, appears on the list.

12 Mar Bernard L. Madoff pleads guilty in US federal
court to 11 charges arising from the Ponzi scheme
that he ran, which prosecutors say bilked investors
of some US$50 billion-US$65 billion over 20
years.

» In New York City the winners of the National Book
Critics Circle Awards are announced: Roberto Bo-
lafo for 2666 (fiction), Dexter Filkins for The For-
ever War (nonfiction), Patrick French for The World
Is What It Is: The Authorized Biography of V.S.
Naipaul (biography), Ariel Sabar for My Father’s
Paradise: A Son’s Search for His Jewish Past in Kur-
dish Iraq (autobiography), August Kleinzahler for
Sleeping It Off in Rapid City and Juan Felipe Her-
rera for Half the World in Light: New and Selected
Poems (poetry), and Seth Lerer for Children’s Liter-
ature: A Reader’s History from Aesop to Harry Pot-
ter (criticism).

13 Mar Medet Sadyrkulov, a high-ranking politician in
Kyrgyzstan who had recently changed camps to join
the opposition, is killed in a car accident that his
supporters characterize as highly suspicious.

14 Mar The revelation that executives at the troubled
insurer AlG are to receive large bonuses, particu-
larly in the financial products unit that caused the
company'’s difficulties, ignites a firestorm of public
criticism.

15 Mar Venezuelan Pres. Hugo Chavez orders the
takeover of two key ports in petroleum-exporting
states in compliance with a new law shifting control
of ports, airports, and highways from the state gov-
ernment to the central government.

» French driver Sébastien Loeb’s win in the Cyprus
Rally makes him the first competitor ever to have
achieved 50 victories in World Rally Championship
racing.

16 Mar The day after opposition leader Nawaz Sharif
broke out of house arrest in Lahore to lead a mas-
sive demonstration toward Islamabad, Pakistani
Pres. Asif Ali Zardari agrees to restore Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry as chief justice.

» Bernard d’Espagnat, a French physicist and
philosopher, is named the winner of the Templeton
Prize for Progress Toward Research or Discoveries
About Spiritual Realities.

17 Mar The last print edition of the Seattle Post-Intel-
ligencer goes on sale; the newspaper will continue
its online presence with a news staff of about 20
people; the previous staff numbered 165.

18 Mar The US Federal Reserve announces plans to
buy about US$1 trillion in Treasury bonds and mort-
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb From here, God willing, the fate of this na-
tion will change. From here, a journey of
development will start. From here, a revo-
lution will come. 7y

—Pakistani opposition leader
Nawaz Sharif, on the reinstatement
of Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry
as chief justice, 16 March

gage securities in an attempt to get more money
moving in the economy.

» US Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr., declares
that the government will no longer seek to prose-
cute people distributing marijuana in compliance
with state medical marijuana laws.

» Lance Mackey wins the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race for the third consecutive year, crossing the
Burled Arch in Nome AK after a journey of 9 days
21 hours 38 minutes 46 seconds.

19 Mar At a meeting in Tromsg, Norway, representa-
tives of the US, Canada, Russia, Denmark, and Nor-
way—all signatories of a 1973 treaty that limited
polar bear hunting—issue a joint statement claim-
ing that the greatest long-term threat to the survival
of polar bears is climate change.

» Brazil's Supreme Court upholds the creation of the
Raposa Serra do Sol indigenous reserve, first es-
tablished in 2005 by Pres. Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
in Roraima state; this allows for the removal of rice
farmers who petitioned to be permitted to remain in
the 1.6 million-ha (4 million-ac) reserve.

20 Mar The African Union suspends Madagascar’'s
membership, saying that the country must restore
a constitutional government within the next six
months.

21 Mar With its 17-15 defeat of Wales, Ireland wins
its first Six Nations rugby union championship, hav-
ing achieved a won-lost record of 5-0.

22 Mar The 3,100-m (10,200-ft) volcano Mt. Redoubt
in Alaska begins erupting, throwing ash on several
cities north of Anchorage; it last erupted for a five-
month period in 1989-90.

23 Mar In an exciting final game, Japan defeats
South Korea 5-3 in 10 innings in Los Angeles to
win its second World Baseball Classic champi-
onship.

» In New Delhi, Tata Motors introduces the much-an-
ticipated Tata Nano, a small four-passenger fuel-
efficient car that will sell for about US$2,230.

» Workers United, a splinter group of some 150,000
apparel and laundry workers, announces that it will
secede from the union coalition Unite Here and join
the Service Employees International Union.

24 Mar The Palestinian reading-promotion organiza-
tion the Tamer Institute is announced as the winner
of the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award for Litera-
ture.

25 Mar In a visit to Mexico, US Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton acknowledges that US de-
mand for illegal drugs and its failure to prevent
arms from being smuggled from the US into Mexico
are significant contributing factors to the drug trade
and the violence attending it in Mexico.

26 Mar The Norwegian Academy of Science and Let-
ters awards its annual Abel Prize for outstanding
work in mathematics to Russian-born French math-
ematician Mikhail L. Gromov for his contributions to
geometry.

27 Mar Health authorities in China report that an out-
break of hand, foot, and mouth disease has killed
18 children and made some 41,000 people sick
since the beginning of the year.

» The Grand Palais in Paris opens an exhibition,
“Tag,” that celebrates graffiti art; among those rep-
resented are American graffiti artists Quick, Ram-
mellzee, Seen, and Toxic.

28 Mar Researchers at the Munk Centre for Interna-
tional Studies at the University of Toronto reveal
that they have found a sophisticated China-based
computer-spying operation that has infiltrated
some 1,300 computers in 103 countries; the net-
work seems to be focused on the Dalai Lama, Ti-
betan exiles, and the governments of countries in
South and Southwest Asia.

» Well Armed wins the Dubai World Cup, the world’s
richest horse race, by a record 14 lengths.

29 Mar Oxford defeats Cambridge in the 155th Uni-
versity Boat Race; Cambridge still leads the series,
however, by 79-75.

» Fiji wins the Hong Kong Sevens rughby title for a
record 12th time with its 26-24 defeat of South
Africa.

30 Mar At the Arab League’s annual summit meeting,
in Doha, Qatar, indicted Sudanese Pres. Omar Has-
san al-Bashir is among the attendees, and other
members express strong support for him.

» US Pres. Barack Obama announces that in order
to remain eligible for government financial assis-
tance, carmaker Chrysler LLC must complete a
merger with Italian automobile company Fiat by 30
April and General Motors must greatly restructure
itself, a process that would require major conces-
sions from the United Auto Workers union, within
60 days.

31 Mar Pakistan’s Supreme Court restores Shahbaz
Sharif to his position as chief minister of Punjab
state; he had been removed from office in Febru-
ary, and Punjab had been put under executive
rule.

April 2009

1 Apr A protest against capitalism by some 4,000
people in London’s financial district turns violent as
some demonstrators attack the Royal Bank of Scot-
land building and fight with riot police.

» The television channel CBS announces the can-
cellation of the soap opera Guiding Light, broad-
casting’s longest-running scripted program; the
final episode of the serial, which began on NBC
radio in 1937 and moved to television in 1952, will
air on 18 September.

2 Apr At the end of a meeting in London of the
Group of 20 of the world’s major advanced and
emerging economies, the members produce an
agreement that, among other things, increases the
resources available to the IMF by US$1.1 trillion,
creates new regulations for hedge funds and rating
companies, and sets new rules to govern the pay
of bankers.

» A US federal judge rules that three people who had
been detained for more than four years at the US
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

1 Taken together, these actions will constitute
the largest fiscal and monetary stimulus
and the most comprehensive support pro-
gram for the financial sector in modern
times. 77

—statement from the Group of
20 economic meeting, 2 April

air base in Bagram, Afghanistan, have the right to
challenge their continued detention in US courts
because they neither are from Afghanistan nor
were captured there.

3 Apr The US Department of Labor releases a report
stating that more than two million jobs were lost in
the first quarter of 2009 and that the unemploy-
ment rate has reached 8.5%.

4 Apr A summit meeting to celebrate the 60th an-
niversary of NATO takes place in Strasbourg,
France, but near the Bridge of Europe, which links
France and Germany, riots break out as thousands
of demonstrators, both French and German, rally
on either side of the bridge.

» An ice bridge that is believed to hold Antarctica’s
Wilkins Ice Shelf in place shatters at its narrowest
point.

» In a ceremony in Cleveland, the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame inducts solo musicians Jeff Beck, Bobby
Womack, and Wanda Jackson; sidemen Bill Black,
D.J. Fontana, and Spooner Oldham; and the groups
Little Anthony and the Imperials, Metallica, and
Run-DMC.

5 Apr North Korea's test launch of a long-range mis-
sile rocket intended to put a satellite into orbit fails,
though North Korea declares it a success; on 13
April the UN Security Council responds with a call
for sanctions against the country to be strength-
ened.

6 Apr A magnitude-6.3 earthquake centered on
L’'Aquila, ltaly, causes widespread devastation; at
least 295 people are killed, and some 28,000 are
left.

» The member countries of the EU adopt restrictions
on fishing intended to help the endangered bluefin
tuna to return to a healthy population size.

» The National Collegiate Athletic Association cham-
pionship in men’s basketball is won by the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, which defeats Michigan
State University 89-72; the following day the Uni-
versity of Connecticut defeats the University of
Louisville 76-54 to win the women’s NCAA title, be-
coming the fifth team in the history of women’s col-
lege basketball to achieve an undefeated season.

7 Apr Alberto Fujimori, who was president of Peru in
1990-2000, is found guilty by a panel of judges of
having ordered kidnappings and death-squad
killings of 25 people in the early 1990s and is sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison.

» The state legislature of Vermont overrides Gov. Jim
Douglas’s veto and makes same-sex marriage legal
in the state; also, the District of Columbia council
votes to recognize same-sex marriages performed
in other states as valid marriages.

8 Apr The Maersk Alabama, a US container ship car-
rying agricultural supplies and food for aid agen-
cies, including the World Food Programme, is
seized by Somali pirates; after the ship is disabled
by its crew, the pirates release the crew in exchange

for the captain, Richard Phillips, and begin ransom
negotiations.

» For the second consecutive year, the Pacific Fish-
ery Management Council cancels California’s com-
mercial chinook salmon fishing season because of
the decline in the population of the game fish.

9 Apr The US Central Intelligence Agency declares
that its secret overseas prisons will be decommis-
sioned.

10 Apr The day after a court ruling that Fiji's govern-
ment, installed after a coup in 2006, is illegal, Pres.
Ratu Josefa lloilo abrogates the constitution, ap-
points himself head of government, and abolishes
the judiciary.

11 Apr A summit meeting of leaders of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other
Asian countries to discuss the global economic cri-
sis is abruptly canceled and participants evacuated
after antigovernment protesters gain access to the
convention center in the resort town of Pattaya,
Thailand, where the gathering is being held.

» Pres. Ratu Josefa lloilo of Fiji appoints Voreque
Bainimarama interim prime minister; Bainimarama,
who initially became prime minister after a 2006
coup, reappoints most of the previous cabinet.

12 Apr US Navy snipers aboard the USS Bainbridge
kill three Somalian pirates who were holding Capt.
Richard Phillips of the Maersk Alabama hostage on
a lifeboat, rescuing Phillips.

» Angel Cabrera of Argentina wins the Masters golf
tournament in Augusta GA in a sudden-death play-
off over Americans Kenny Perry and Chad Campbell.

13 Apr US Pres. Barack Obama lifts restrictions on
travel to Cuba by those with family in that country
as well as all restrictions on remittances to ordinary
people living in Cuba; in addition, American
telecommunications companies are empowered to
seek licensing agreements in Cuba.

» Swiss architect Peter Zumthor is named winner of
the 2009 Pritzker Architecture Prize; among his
works are the Kolumba Art Museum in Cologne,
Germany, and an art museum in Bregenz, Austria.

» Pres. Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan signs a measure
imposing Shar‘iah (Islamic law) in the Swat valley, in
compliance with an agreement with Taliban mili-
tants in power there.

14 Apr After the UN Security Council voted to respond
to a trial missile launch by North Korea by tighten-
ing sanctions on Pyongyang, the country an-
nounces that it will abandon nuclear disarmament
talks and will restart its nuclear weapons program.

15 Apr A particularly brutal drug lord, Daniel Rend6n
Herrera, whose capture was a top priority for
Colombian law enforcement, is arrested in northern
Colombia.

» The first commercial container ship puts in at the
new Khalifa bin Salman seaport in Bahrain; the
port was built by the Danish ports-management
company APM Terminals and the Bahraini govern-
ment to serve Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran,
and part of Saudi Arabia.

16 Apr The US Department of Justice releases docu-
ments that describe in detail the harsh techniques
employed by the Central Intelligence Agency in in-
terrogating suspected al-Qaeda operatives in
2002-05.

» Russia announces the end of its counterterrorism
program in its republic of Chechnya.

17 Apr Leaders of 34 countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere gather for a Summit of the Americas in Port
of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago; at the opening cere-
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mony US Pres. Barack Obama declares that the US
seeks a positive change in its relations with Cuba.

» The US Environmental Protection Agency declares
six greenhouse, or heat-trapping, gases to be pollu-
tants that pose a danger to human health.

18 Apr Iranian American journalist Roxana Saberi is
convicted of spying on Iran for the US and is sen-
tenced to eight years in prison in Tehran.

19 Apr South Korea agrees to engage in talks with
North Korea over the future of a joint industrial
complex in Kaesong, North Korea.

» After four days of negotiations with Malta, Italy
agrees to take in some 140 African migrants who
were rescued by a Turkish cargo ship from two sink-
ing boats; the migrants had been bound for the Ital-
ian island of Lampedusa when Malta received dis-
tress signals from their vessels.

20 Apr It is reported that the first government project
to map the Great Wall of China has found that the
length of the wall is 8,850 km (5,500 mi), much
longer than the previously estimated 5,000 km
(3,000 mi); sections of the wall dating to the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644) were discovered in Gansu
province.

» In New York City the winners of the 2009 Pulitzer
Prizes are announced; five awards go to the New
York Times; winners in letters include Annette Gor-
don-Reed in history and Lynn Nottage in drama.

» The 113th Boston Marathon is won by Deriba
Merga of Ethiopia, with a time of 2 hr 8 min 42 sec;
the fastest woman is Salina Kosgei of Kenya, who
posts a time of 2 hr 32 min 16 sec.

21 Apr The IMF releases a report on the global finan-
cial crisis in which it estimates the amount of
losses faced by financial establishments through-
out the world as US$4.05 trillion.

» The World Digital Library, containing some 1,250
books, maps, and works of art from more than 30
national libraries, is inaugurated in a ceremony at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris; the international
online library is supported by UNESCO and the US
Library of Congress.

22 Apr The 16-year civil war in Burundi is declared
over as the National Liberation Forces becomes a
political party; elections are to take place in 2010.

» Turkey and Armenia issue a statement declaring
that diplomatic negotiations between the two coun-
tries have achieved meaningful progress.

» Afghanistan’s National Environmental Protection
Agency announces the creation of the country’s
first national park, Band-e-Amir, an area of deep
blue lakes separated by natural dams of travertine.

23 Apr The US Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention say an unusual strain of swine influenza A
(HAN1) that contains gene segments from avian
and human flu strains as well as from swine
strains has been found in people in California and
Texas.

24 Apr Officials in Mexico close museums and
schools in and around Mexico City in an attempt to
control an outbreak of what is believed to be a new
strain of HIN1 swine flu that has killed 61 people
and infected as many as 1,004 in the country.

25 Apr North Korea declares that it has begun repro-
cessing nuclear fuel rods.

26 Apr In response to a declaration of a unilateral
cease-fire by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
the government of Sri Lanka calls for the organiza-
tion to surrender.

» Samuel Wanjiru of Kenya wins the London
Marathon with a time of 2 hr 5 min 9 sec, and Irina
Mikitenko of Germany is for the second year in a
row the fastest woman in the race, with a time of 2
hr 22 min 11 sec.

» At the BAFTA Television Awards in London, winners
include the drama series Wallander, the situation
comedy The IT Crowd, and the entertainment pro-
gram The X Factor; the award for entertainment
performance goes to Harry Hill.

27 Apr In an attempt to avoid bankruptcy, the Ameri-
can car company General Motors announces a plan
to cut 23,000 jobs in the US by 2011, drop 40% of
its dealers, close out the Pontiac brand, and offer a
swap of company stock for unsecured debt to bond-
holders.

» The international beekeeping organization Api-
mondia declares that high mortality in beehives
throughout Europe threatens the industry with ex-
tinction within a decade; about 30% of the hives in
Europe died in 2008.

» The US National Endowment for the Arts names as
the recipients of the 2009 Opera Honors general di-
rector Lotfi Mansouri, director and librettist Frank
Corsaro, conductor Julius Rudel, composer John
Adams, and mezzo-soprano Marilyn Horne.

28 Apr Pakistan’s military mobilizes to reverse the
Taliban takeover of Buner district in the North-West
Frontier Province; it is also reported that some
6,000 Pakistani troops will be moved from the bor-
der with India to the border with Afghanistan.

29 Apr The US Department of Commerce releases
figures showing that output fell at a 6.1% annual
rate in the first quarter of 2009 after having fallen
at a 6.3% annual rate the previous quarter, a con-
traction of a magnitude last seen in 1958, but that
consumer spending rose slightly after January.

» For the first time ever, the World Health Organiza-
tion raises its global alert level to Phase 5, meaning
that it is highly likely that the new HIN1 swine flu
will become a pandemic.

30 Apr The automobile manufacturer Chrysler LLC
files for bankruptcy protection after some of its
smaller creditors refuse to accept a reduced repay-
ment; an agreement may now be reached with Ital-
ian car company Fiat that will allow Chrysler to stay
in business.

May 2009

1 May Fiji's military regime misses the deadline to re-
turn the country to democratic rule, and the Pacific Is-
lands Forum suspends Fiji's membership on 2 May.

» Carol Ann Duffy is named poet laureate of Britain;
she is the first woman appointed to the post in its
341-year history.

2 May Fifty-to-one long shot Mine That Bird, ridden by
Calvin Borel, wins the Kentucky Derby by six and
three-quarters lengths.

3 May Conservative businessman Ricardo Martinelli
is elected president of Panama.

4 May Pushpa Kamal Dahal (also called Prachanda)
resigns as prime minister of Nepal after the presi-
dent overruled his attempt to fire the head of the
army, who had refused to integrate former Maoist
guerrillas from the country’s civil war into the
armed forces.

» LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers is
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granted the National Basketball Association’s Most
Valuable Player award in Akron OH.

5 May Officials in Afghanistan say that US military air
strikes the previous day following heavy fighting
against Taliban militants in Bala Baluk district
killed at least 30 civilians.

» The Legend of Sigurd and Gudrun, written by
J.R.R. Tolkien in the 1920s and '30s and edited
by Christopher Tolkien, is published for the first
time.

6 May Jacob Zuma is elected president of South
Africa by the country’s legislature.

7 May The US announces the results of its “stress
tests” for banks and tells 10 major institutions, in-
cluding Bank of America, Citigroup, Wells Fargo,
and GMAC, that they must raise US$75 billion more
in capital to achieve good financial health.

8 May The Pakistani military offensive against the
Taliban in the Swat valley intensifies as some
200,000 civilians flee the area.

» The US Department of Labor reveals that the na-
tional unemployment rate in April reached 8.9%.

9 May The government of Chad announces that after
two days of fighting in which as many as 220 in-
surgents and 21 Chadian soldiers were killed, it
has won conclusive victory over rebels in eastern
Chad who sought to overthrow the country’s gov-
ernment.

10 May Russia defeats Canada 2-1 to win the Inter-
national Ice Hockey Federation world champi-
onship for the second consecutive year.

11 May US Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates an-
nounces that Gen. David D. McKiernan is being re-
placed as the top commander of US forces in
Afghanistan by Lieut. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal,
who has a stronger background in unconventional
warfare.

» The space shuttle Atlantis takes off on the final
mission to make repairs to the Hubble Space Tele-
scope.

12 May In the annual report of the trustees of the US
Medicare and Social Security benefit systems, it is
projected that the Medicare fund will run out of
money in 2017 and Social Security in 2037; this is
two years and four years, respectively, earlier than
previous estimates.

» The Royal Swedish Academy announces that the
winners of the Polar Music Prize are British rock
musician Peter Gabriel and Venezuelan composer
José Antonio Abreu.

13 May Japan’s legislature ratifies an agreement
signed in February that will see 8,000 US Marines
transferred from Okinawa island in Japan to Guam.

» NASA’'s Kepler spacecraft, designed to scan the
cosmos for planets similar to Earth and launched in
March, begins its mission.

14 May Notice is given to 789 Chrysler dealerships
across the US that they will be forced to close the
next month.

» The Herschel Space Observatory, which will collect
long-range radiation and study the creation of
galaxies, is launched from French Guiana by the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s Ariane 5 rocket.

15 May US government officials announce that some
detainees at the military prison at Guantdanamo
Bay, Cuba, will be tried in military tribunals that
have been changed to allow more rights for the de-
fendants than had been earlier permitted.

» The Wall Street Journal publishes an article de-
scribing a fossil found near Darmstadt, Germany, of
an Eocene-era primate that may be ancestral to the

anthropoid lineage that produced monkeys, apes,
and humans; the species has been designated Dar-
winius masillae.

16 May The new 24,500-sg-m (264,000-sqg-ft) Mod-
ern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago, designed by
Renzo Piano, opens to positive reviews.

» In Moscow, Norwegian singer and violinist Alexan-
der Rybak wins the Eurovision Song Contest with
his song “Fairytale.”

» Rachel Alexandra, under jockey Calvin Borel, be-
comes the first filly since 1924 to win the Preak-
ness Stakes, the second event in US Thoroughbred
horse racing’s Triple Crown, coming in one length
ahead of Kentucky Derby winner Mine That Bird.

17 May In Manchester, England, Usain Bolt of Ja-
maica runs a 150-m street race in 14.35 sec, a
world best in the rarely contested distance.

18 May The Sri Lankan government reports that Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam leader Vellupillai
Prabhakaran has been killed, and the LTTE ac-
knowledge defeat.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

€ This battle has reached its bitter end....We
have decided to silence our guns. 7

—Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
spokesman Selvarasa Pathmanathan,
ahead of the Sri Lankan government’s
declaration of victory, 18 May

» A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees declares that some 1.5 million people
have been displaced by fighting in Pakistan’s
North-West Frontier Province since the beginning of
the month.

19 May Pres. Mahinda Rajapakse of Sri Lanka in a
nationally televised speech declares that the gov-
ernment has defeated the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam; the death of the rebel group’s leader,
Velupillai Prabhakaran, is confirmed.

» The day after the fifth round of reconciliation talks
between Fatah and Hamas ended without
progress, Salam Fayyad is again appointed prime
minister of the Palestinian Authority at the head of
a government that contains no Hamas members.

» The Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize is presented in Chicago
to Fanny Howe.

20 May Iran successfully test-fires a solid-fuel Sejil
missile that is believed to have a range greater than
1,930 km (1,200 mi), which suggests a rapidly ad-
vancing weapons-development program.

» The Whitelee wind farm, south of Glasgow, Scot-
land, is officially inaugurated; it is the largest on-
shore wind farm in Europe and is expected to gen-
erate 322 MW of electricity, and there are plans to
increase its capacity to 452 MW.

» The Ukrainian association football (soccer) club FC
Shakhtar Donetsk defeats Werder Bremen of Ger-
many 2-1 in overtime to win the final Union of Euro-
pean Football Associations (UEFA) Cup in Istanbul.

21 May The US National Weather Service reports that
the Red River in North Dakota has, after a record
61 days, fallen below flood level.

22 May At a summit meeting between the European
Union and Russia in Khabarovsk, Russia, no agree-
ment is reached on how to prevent price disputes
between Ukraine and Russia from interrupting nat-
ural gas supplies to EU countries.
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23 May Nepal’s interim legislature elects Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) leader
Madhav Kumar Nepal prime minister.

24 May A trilateral meeting in Tehran between Iran-
ian Pres. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Afghan Pres.
Hamid Karzai, and Pakistani Pres. Asif Ali Zardari
produces an agreement to work together to fight Is-
lamic extremism and drug smuggling.

» The Deccan Chargers defeat the Royal Challengers
Bangalore by six runs to win the Indian Premier
League championship in cricket.

» The 93rd Indianapolis 500 automobile race is won
by Helio Castroneves of Brazil as the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, known as the Brickyard, cele-
brates its centennial.

25 May North Korea conducts its second under-
ground test of a nuclear weapon; its first was in Oc-
tober 2006.

» The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development reports that the combined econo-
mies of its 30 member countries fell 2.1% in the
first quarter of the year compared with the previous
quarter and fell 2% in the final quarter of 2008; this
is the biggest decline since such measurements
began in 1960.

26 May Pakistan’s Supreme Court overturns a judg-
ment made in February and rules that opposition
leader Nawaz Sharif is entitled to run for and hold
public office.

» US Pres. Barack Obama names Sonia Sotomayor
of the Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit as his
choice to replace the retiring David Souter on the
US Supreme Court.

» France opens a military base in Abu Dhabi; as
many as 500 troops will be stationed there for
training and support.

27 May Boubacar Messaoud of Mauritania accepts
the 2009 Anti-Slavery International Award for his
organization SOS Esclaves; the organization was in-
strumental in the creation of laws making slavery il-

legal in Mauritania and continues to fight the prac-
tice of slavery in a country in which it is believed
that some 600,000 people are still enslaved.

» In association football (soccer), FC Barcelona of
Spain defeats the English team Manchester United
2-0 to win the UEFA Champions League title in
Rome.

28 May The computer software company Microsoft
unveils a search service intended to compete with
Google; the new service is dubbed Bing.

» The media company Time Warner announces
plans to spin off its online subsidiary AOL, acquired
with much fanfare in 2000.

» The 82nd Scripps National Spelling Bee is won by
Kavya Shivashankar of California Trail Junior High
School in Olathe KS, when she correctly spells
Laodicean.

29 May At the Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory in California, the National Ignition Facility,
which will use lasers to create fusion reactions, is
officially dedicated.

» The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation re-
ports that as of the end of March, a record 7.75%
of all loans and leases held by American banks
were in distress.

» The final night of the NBC television show The
Tonight Show with Jay Leno as host is broadcast;
Conan O’'Brien will take over as host on 1 June.

30 May Chelsea FC, helmed by Guus Hiddink of The
Netherlands, defeats Everton FC 2-1 to win Eng-
land’s FA Cup in association football (soccer).

31 May George Tiller, one of three doctors in the US
who performs third-trimester abortions under cer-
tain circumstances, is shot to death in Wichita KS;
his clinic later closes.

» Millvina Dean, the last known person to have sur-
vived the sinking of the Titanic passenger
steamship in 1912, dies at the age of 97 in
Southampton, England; she was nine weeks old at
the time of the disaster.

June 2009

1 Jun The 101-year-old American automobile com-
pany General Motors files for bankruptcy protection
and announces the closing of 14 plants.

» Air France Flight 447 from Rio de Janeiro to Paris
disappears over the Atlantic Ocean; wreckage of
the Airbus A330-200 found later shows that it went
down and that all 228 aboard perished.

2 Jun It is reported in South Korea that North Korean
leader Kim Jong Il has chosen his youngest son,
Kim Jong Un, as his successor.

» General Motors declares that it has reached a pre-
liminary agreement to sell its Hummer division to
the Sichuan Tengzhong Heavy Industrial Machinery
Co., based in Chengdu, China; the operations are to
remain in the US.

3 Jun Gov. John Lynch of New Hampshire signs legis-
lation making same-sex marriage legal in the state;
the law will go into effect on 1 Jan 2010.

4 Jun In Cairo, US Pres. Barack Obama makes a
major speech addressing the Muslims of the world,
asking for a change in the relationship between the
West and the Muslim countries and addressing the
conflict between Israel and Palestine.

» Two American reporters, Euna Lee and Laura Ling,
who were seized in March at North Korea’s border
with China, go on trial in North Korea for having il-
legally entered the country “with hostile intent”; on

8 June they are sentenced to 12 years of hard
labor.

5 Jun The US Department of Labor reports that the
national unemployment rate in May rose to 9.4%
but that the rate of job loss has slowed.

6 Jun Svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia defeats her
countrywoman Dinara Safina to win the women’s
French Open tennis title; the following day Roger
Federer of Switzerland defeats Robin Séderling of
Sweden to capture the men’s championship for the
first time, making him the sixth man to have won all
four Grand Slam titles.

» Long shot Summer Bird wins the Belmont Stakes,
the last event in Thoroughbred horse racing’s US
Triple Crown, by two and three-quarters lengths;
both Summer Bird and Kentucky Derby winner
Mine That Bird, who finished third, were sired by
Birdstone.

» The Derby, in its 230th year at Epsom Downs in
Surrey, England, is won by Sea The Stars, ridden by
Mick Kinane; Sea The Stars had previously won the
2,000 Guineas race and was the first horse since
1989 to win both of those British Triple Crown races.

7 Jun The 63rd annual Tony Awards are presented in
New York City; winners include God of Carnage,
Billy Elliot: the Musical (which takes 10 awards),
The Norman Conquests, and Hair and the actors
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Geoffrey Rush, Marcia Gay Harden, Alice Ripley,
and David Alvarez, Trent Kowalik, and Kiril Kulish,
who shared a role.

8 Jun Pres. Omar Bongo of Gabon dies in Barcelona;
he had been in office since 1967 and was Africa’s
longest-ruling head of state.

» The US Supreme Court rules that the due process
clause of the Constitution requires elected judges
to recuse themselves from cases in which any of
the people involved have donated unusually great
amounts of money to their election campaigns.

9 Jun The US government announces that 10 major
banks, including JPMorgan Chase, Goldman Sachs,
Morgan Stanley, and US Bancorp, will be permitted
to return bailout funds to the government and exit
from the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP).

» In the Wisconsin Dells resort area, festivities are
held to celebrate the return of Lake Delton, which
has been completely refilled a year after heavy
rains washed away a dam impounding it and
thereby caused it to empty into the Wisconsin River.

10 Jun The permanent members of the UN Security
Council agree on a draft resolution to increase
sanctions against North Korea; the full Security
Council unanimously approves it on 12 June.

11 Jun The World Health Organization declares the
outbreak of HIN1 flu a pandemic; it has spread to
74 countries, caused 144 deaths, and sickened at
least 27,000 people worldwide.

» The US government announces that 4 of the 17
Chinese Uighur detainees at its military base at
Guantdanamo Bay, Cuba—all of whom had been
found not to be enemy combatants—have been re-
leased and settled in Bermuda.

» American writer Michael Thomas wins the Interna-
tional IMPAC Dublin Literary Award for his first
novel, Man Gone Down.

12 Jun Shortly after the polls close for what was ex-
pected to be a very close presidential election in
Iran, Pres. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is declared the
winner by a landslide; opposition candidate Mir
Hossein Mousavi insists that in fact he has won the
election.

» The Pittsburgh Penguins defeat the Detroit Red
Wings 2-1 to win the Stanley Cup, the National
Hockey League championship trophy.

13 Jun Thousands of people take to the streets of
Tehran, enraged by what they believe to be fraudu-
lent results in the previous day’s presidential elec-
tion.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

kb 1t is our duty to defend people’s votes.
There is no turning back.
A A N &
—Mir Hossein Mousavi, Iranian
opposition presidential candidate, after
the government declared the election for
Pres. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 12 June

14 Jun For the first time, Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in a speech endorses the princi-
ple of a Palestinian state, but he makes no other
changes in his previously stated position.

» The Los Angeles Lakers defeat the Orlando Magic
99-86 in game five of the best-of-seven National
Basketball Association finals to secure the team'’s
15th NBA championship.

» Anna Nordqvist of Sweden wins the Ladies Profes-

sional Golf Association Championship tournament
by four strokes over Lindsey Wright of Australia.

15 Jun Russia vetoes an extension of the UN ob-
server mission in the separatist Georgian republic
of Abkhazia unless the mission changes its name
to recognize Abkhazia as an independent coun-
try; only Russia and Nicaragua recognize Abk-
hazia.

» The US Department of State asks the social-net-
working site Twitter to postpone scheduled mainte-
nance lest it disrupt the flow of information within
Iran and from Iran to the West about the political
situation there.

16 Jun In Hamilton, Bermuda, some 600 people op-
posed to the settling in Bermuda of four Chinese
Uighur former detainees at the US military prison in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, demand the resignation of
Premier Ewart Brown.

17 Jun For the third consecutive day, tens of thou-
sands of people who demand new elections march
in silence in Tehran; demonstrations are also tak-
ing place in other cities in Iran.

18 Jun The US Supreme Court rules that convicted
prisoners are not constitutionally entitled to DNA
testing that could prove their innocence, noting
that many state legislatures have conferred that
legal right.

» NASA launches the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter,
which will spend a year measuring and mapping
the Moon to find suitable landing sites and re-
sources; the mission also includes the Lunar Crater
Observation and Sensing Satellite, which will crash
a portion of the expended rocket into a crater on
the Moon so that subsurface strata can be ana-
lyzed.

» The 2009 winners of the Kyoto Prize are an-
nounced: semiconductor scientist Isamu Akasaki
(advanced technology), evolutionary biologists
Peter Raymond Grant and Barbara Rosemary Grant
(basic sciences), and composer and conductor
Pierre Boulez (arts and philosophy).

19 Jun Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme
leader, declares the presidential election results
valid and orders an end to demonstrations oppos-
ing the reported results.

» Near Truth or Consequences NM, Gov. Bill Richard-
son officially breaks ground on Spaceport America,
the country’s first commercial spaceport; Virgin
Galactic plans to use the facility when it is com-
pleted to give tourists rides into suborbital space.

20 Jun Members of Iran’s Basij militia use violent
beatings and tear gas in Tehran and other cities
against thousands of demonstrators demanding
new elections.

» The long-awaited dramatic new glass-and-concrete
Acropolis Museum in Athens celebrates its grand
opening.

» At the 124th British Amateur Championship tour-
nament in golf, Matteo Manassero of Italy emerges
victorious; at age 16 years 2 months, he is by far
the youngest golfer to have won the competition.

21 Jun Greenland’s new self-governing status within
Denmark goes into effect amid ceremony and cele-
bration.

» At Lord’s Cricket Ground in London, Pakistan de-
feats Sri Lanka to win the men’s World Twenty20
championship; England beats New Zealand for the
women'’s title.

22 Jun Pres. Nicolas Sarkozy becomes the first
French president to address the National Assembly
and Senate since presidents were barred from Par-
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liament in 1875; in his speech he discusses the
economy and also declares that the burka worn by
some Muslim women is a sign of subjugation that
is not welcome in France.

» The American photography company Eastman Ko-
dak Co. announces that it is retiring its iconic color
film Kodachrome, which was introduced in 1935.

» Lucas Glover holds off Phil Mickelson, David
Duval, and Ricky Barnes to win a rain-delayed US
Open golf tournament in Farmingdale NY.

23 Jun Kyrgyzstan agrees to allow the US to keep
Manas Air Base open in spite of having ordered it
closed in February; the US will pay a higher rent,
and the base is to be renamed as a transit center.

24 Jun Archaeologists report that a flute made from
the bone of a griffon vulture discovered at Hohle
Fels cave in southwestern Germany, together with
previously found ivory and bone flutes, indicates
that music making took place at least 35,000
years ago, far earlier than had previously been be-
lieved.

25 Jun Israel agrees to allow Palestinian security
forces greater authority in the West Bank towns of
Ramallah, Qalgilyah, Bethlehem, and Jericho; also,
several Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank have
been removed.

» UNESCO removes Dresden, Germany, from its
World Heritage List of culturally significant sites, cit-
ing the impact of a new four-lane bridge over the
Elbe River.

26 Jun In Iran, Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami states that
leaders of the protests against the presidential
election results should be punished, the Council of
Guardians reiterates the validity of the results, and
opposition leader Mir Hossein Mousavi declares
that he will not call for more protests without first
applying for permits.

» The US Department of Commerce reports that the
personal saving rate of Americans in May rose to
6.9%, its highest rate since December 1993.

27 Jun The pro-British militias the Ulster Volunteer

Force and the Red Hand Commando state that they
have disarmed and put their weapons beyond use,
an assertion that the government of Northern Ire-
land corroborates.

» On the American television show Antiques Road-
show, in an episode in Raleigh NC, a collection of
18th-century jade and celadon pieces is valued at
US$1.07 million; it is the first million-dollar ap-
praisal in the show’s 13-year history.

28 Jun The military of Honduras overthrows Pres.
Manuel Zelaya in a coup and deports him to Costa
Rica; the country’s legislature replaces him with
Roberto Micheletti.

» In Johannesburg, Brazil defeats the US 3-2 to win
the Confederations Cup in association football
(soccer).

» Fame And Glory wins the Irish Derby by five
lengths; this is a record seventh victory in the race
by horses trained by Aidan O'Brien.

29 Jun The US Supreme Court reaches a decision on
a case in which the results of a test for promotion
for firefighters were thrown out because nearly all
those who did well on the test were white; the court
rules that the firefighters who had the top scores
on the test but were not promoted were unfairly dis-
criminated against and orders the test results rein-
stated.

» Bernard L. Madoff, convicted of having run the
largest Ponzi scheme ever uncovered, is sentenced
to 150 years in prison.

30 Jun In accordance with the terms of a security
agreement, US troops withdraw from Iraqg’s cities;
the milestone is celebrated in Iraq, though a bomb
in Kirkuk kills 33 people.

» Some eight months after the US Senate election,
Minnesota’s Supreme Court dismisses a challenge
from Norm Coleman, saying that Al Franken was
the winner and can be seated as the state’s junior
senator.

» The wide-circulation hip-hop music magazine Vibe
goes out of business.

Disasters

Listed here are major disasters between July 2008 and June 2009. The list includes natural and nonmilitary
mechanical disasters that claimed 25 or more lives and/or resulted in significant damage to property.

July 2008

8 Jul Southern Bolivia. A truck carrying some 60 peo-
ple goes off a mountain road, plunging 200 m (650
ft) into a ravine; at least 47 people, including 12
children, die.

16 Jul Northern Egypt. A truck rear-ends a car waiting
at a railroad crossing, pushing three vehicles onto
the tracks, where they are crushed by a train; at
least 40 people are killed.

22 Jul Democratic Republic of the Congo. A motor-
boat carrying passengers from Mobayi Bongo to the
Central African Republic sinks in the Ubangi River;
some 47 people drown, with a further 100 missing.

27 Jul Ukraine and Romania. Officials report that five
days of heavy storms have left 13 people dead in
Ukraine and 5 others dead in Romania; some
8,000 people in the region have been evacuated.

RAugust 2008

1 Aug Balcilar, Turkey. A gas explosion causes the col-
lapse of a three-story girls’ dormitory; at least 17
students are crushed to death.

1 Aug Andhra Pradesh state, India. The Secunder-
abad-Kakinada Gautami Express train is engulfed
in flames; at least 30 passengers expire.

2 Aug Bihar state, India. A truck loaded with
grain sacks and people goes off a bridge into

a nearly dry culvert below; at least 40 people
die.

3 Aug Himachel Pradesh state, India. Near the Naina
Devi temple, fears of a landslide lead to a stam-
pede in which more than 150 pilgrims, most of
them women and children, lose their lives.

8 Aug Near Sherman TX. An illegally operated char-
tered bus carrying Vietnamese Roman Catholics to
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a religious gathering in Carthage MO crashes over
a guardrail, killing 17 passengers.

9 Aug Boussoukoula, Burkina Faso. At an illegal gold
mine, rain causes a mine collapse and mud slide in
which at least 34 workers are buried, with dozens
more reported missing.

10 Aug Southern India. Officials report that monsoon
rains caused the deaths of at least 99 people, in-
cluding 40 who are swept away when a truck in
which they are riding fails to negotiate a flooded
bridge in Andhra Pradesh state.

15 Aug Dominican Republic. On the highway between
La Romana and Higliey, a passenger bus attempt-
ing to go around a parked vehicle hits another pas-
senger bus head-on; at least 20 people are killed.

18 Aug Southeast Asia. It is reported that over the
past week, record flooding has devastated much of
the region, with thousands of people throughout
the area forced from their homes and at least 160
people dead in Vietnam alone.

18 Aug Bihar state, India. As a result of heavy rains
that cause the breach of a dam in Nepal, the Kosi
River breaks its embankments and changes
course, inundating villages in Nepal, Bangladesh,
and India, leaving a minimum of two million home-
less and at least 90 dead.

20 Aug Spain. An MD-82 airliner operated by the low-
cost carrier Spanair and bound for the Canary Is-
lands goes off the end of the runway at Madrid
Barajas International Airport on takeoff and bursts
into flames; at least 154 of those aboard perish.

24 Aug Kyrgyzstan. A passenger jet bound for Iran
crashes shortly after takeoff from Manas Interna-
tional Airport in Bishkek, killing at least 64 passen-
gers.

26 Aug Hispaniola. Hurricane Gustav makes landfall
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; at least 84
people are killed, and thousands of homes are ru-
ined.

27 Aug South of Malta. An overloaded boat that left
Zuwarah, Libya, carrying would-be migrants from
The Sudan and Eritrea takes on water and sinks;
71 people are feared lost.

28 Aug Limani, Cameroon. After an oil tanker over-
turns, residents rush to salvage the leaking gaso-
line, but a spark from a passing bus causes an ex-
plosion and fire; dozens of people, including
passengers on the bus, are incinerated.

30 Aug Sichuan province, China. A magnitude-5.7
earthquake causes houses to collapse in several
villages and leads to the deaths of at least 28
people.

September 2008

1 Sep Democratic Republic of the Congo. A small
plane crashes into a mountainside during a thun-
derstorm; all 17 aboard, most of them aid workers,
are feared dead.

6 Sep Egypt. The Mugattam cliffs outside Cairo
begin to collapse, loosing hundreds of pounds of
rocks and boulders that crush a shantytown in
the shadow of the cliffs; dozens of people are
killed.

6 Sep Haiti. After a week of flooding caused by Tropi-
cal Storm Hanna, at least 529 people have per-
ished, most of them in Gonaives.

8 Sep Haiti. Hurricane Ike sweeps through Haiti, leav-
ing at least 58 people dead.

12 Sep Los Angeles. A commuter train crashes head-
on into a freight train, killing at least 25 people,
when the engineer fails to stop at a red signal; it is
thought that he may have been distracted by text
messaging on his cell phone.

13 Sep Texas. Hurricane lke spreads heavy flooding
throughout Galveston and Orange and causes ex-

tensive damage in Houston; some 51 people in the
region succumb.

14 Sep Russia. While traveling from Moscow to Perm,
a Boeing 737 passenger jet operated by an Aeroflot
subsidiary crashes when preparing to land; all 88
aboard die.

20 Sep Guangdong province, China. In Shenzhen ig-
nited fireworks cause a fire in a nightclub that
leaves at least 43 people dead.

21 Sep Henan province, China. A gas explosion in a
coal mine kills at least 37 miners; 9 are missing.
22 Sep India. The death toll from three days of heavy
monsoon rains is reported to have reached 119.
28 Sep Vietnam. Authorities report that Typhoon
Hagupit has caused flooding that has left at least
41 people dead; the storm had earlier killed some
8 people in the Philippines and 17 people in China.

30 Sep Jodhpur, Rajasthan state, India. On the first
day of a nine-day festival devoted to the Hindu god-
dess Durga, a stampede causes at least 224 peo-
ple to be trampled to death.

October 2008

1 Oct Tabora, Tanzania. At an event in a disco hall to
celebrate ‘Id al-Fitr, overcrowding among the young
people attending engenders panic, and 19 children
are crushed in the ensuing stampede.

2 Oct Algeria. Torrential rains cause a flash flood in a
normally dry river in the Sahara desert; the town of
Ghardaia is inundated, with some 600 homes de-
stroyed and at least 33 people killed.

5 Oct Kyrgyzstan. A magnitude-6.6 earthquake
strikes, Killing at least 72 people and flattening the
village of Nura.

8 Oct Nepal. A Yeti Airlines Twin Otter airplane at-
tempting to land at tiny Lukla Airport in the Hi-
malayan mountains catches its wheels on a secu-
rity fence and crashes; 18 of the 19 people aboard
are killed.

10 Oct Eastern Thailand. On an overnight trip to the
coast from a technology university in Khon Kaen
province, a bus carrying students crashes into a hill-
side; at least 22 people are killed and 50 badly hurt.

23 Oct Rajasthan state, India. A powerful explosion
demolishes an illegal fireworks factory in the village
of Deeg; at least 26 people lose their lives in the
blast.

25 Oct Yemen. After two days of heavy rain from a
tropical storm, massive flooding along the Wadi
Hadramawt leaves at least 180 people dead and
some 20,000 people displaced.

29 Oct Balochistan province, Pakistan. A shallow
magnitude-6.4 earthquake strikes, killing at least
215 people and leaving some 15,000 homeless at
the beginning of winter.
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November 2008

3 Nov Yemen. The international group Doctors With-
out Borders reports that 60 bodies have washed up
onto the shores over the past two days; the dead
had put out from Boosaaso, Somalia, in boats, and
some had been forced overboard by smugglers.

4 Nov Philippines. An interisland ferry bound for Sor-
sogon goes down in bad weather; at least 40 peo-
ple perish.

7 Nov Vietnam. Authorities report that unseasonal
flooding in recent weeks has left at least 82 people
dead and led to an outbreak of dengue fever.

7 Nov Pétionville, Haiti. A church-run school col-
lapses, crushing to death at least 91 schoolchild-
ren and teachers.

8 Nov Sea of Japan. A Russian nuclear submarine
undergoing testing suffers an accident with its fire-
extinguishing system that fills two compartments
with Freon gas, asphyxiating at least 20 occu-
pants.

15 Nov Near Boromo, Burkina Faso. A collision oc-
curs between a passenger bus carrying workers to
Cote d’lvoire and a commercial truck, and both ve-
hicles burst into flames; at least 66 of the passen-
gers perish.

24 Nov Southern Brazil. Flooding and landslides have
left at least 59 people dead and displaced some
43,000 others; by 1 December the death toll has
risen to at least 116.

December 2008

14 Dec Philippines. An overloaded ferry just entering
the mouth of the Cagayan River capsizes; at least
23 passengers drown, with 33 others missing.

16 Dec Israel. A bus transporting Russian tour guides
to the resort town of Elat goes off the road and rolls
down a mountain slope; at least 24 of the passen-
gers are Killed.

24 Dec Yevpatoria, Ukraine. An explosion destroys

an apartment building, and at least 19 people
are killed; it is thought that oxygen tanks stored in
the basement may have been the cause of the
blast.

27 Dec Tangail, Bangladesh. A truck leaves the road
in thick fog and goes into a ditch; at least 24 of the
passengers, most of whom were heading home
from Dhaka to vote in legislative elections, die.

January 2009

1 Jan Bangkok, Thailand. At Santika, a nightclub, fire-
works set off to celebrate the new year cause a fire,
which quickly spreads; the conflagration and result-
ing stampede result in the deaths of at least 59
people.

4 Jan Northern Guatemala. Part of a mountain col-
lapses, creating a large landslide that leaves at
least 37 people, mostly coffee workers, dead and a
further 50 missing.

8 Jan Costa Rica. A magnitude-6.1 earthquake leaves
at least 20 people dead.

9 Jan Karachi, Pakistan. A fire of unknown cause kills
at least 40 people in a shantytown.

11 Jan Indonesia. A ferry traveling from Parepare
across the Makassar Strait to Samarinda is caught
in a storm and sinks; some 300 people are lost.

11 Jan Off Guinea-Bissau. An open wooden boat cap-
sizes in the Atlantic Ocean; more than 40 people,
among them members of the National Islamic
Council, which runs mosques and schools in the
country, are missing.

16 Jan Thailand. Officials in Thailand deny a report in
Hong Kong’'s South China Morning Post that the
country had turned away ethnic Rohingya people

attempting to migrate from Myanmar (Burma) and
Bangladesh and sent them back to sea in unsea-
worthy vessels; the report said that at least 300 of
the Rohingya have disappeared at sea.

24 Jan Spain and France. Ferocious winds cause the
collapse of the roof of a sports center in Sant Boi
de Llobregat, Spain; four children are killed, which
brings the death toll from the windstorm in France
and Spain over the past two days to at least 15.

25 Jan Central Vietnam. A wooden boat ferrying shop-
pers across the Gianh River overturns and sinks; at
least 40 passengers drown.

28 Jan US. A winter storm that began the previous
day causes power failures and traffic accidents in
Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio; at
least 23 deaths are attributed to the weather sys-
tem.

31 Jan Near Molo, Kenya. After a tanker transporting
gasoline overturns, looters rush to collect the fuel;
an explosion, possibly caused by a tossed match,
kills at least 115 villagers.

31 Jan Podyelsk, Russia. A fire quickly spreads
through a wooden structure housing a nursing
home; at least 23 of the residents expire.

February 2009

2 Feb Indonesia. The Indonesian navy rescues some
200 Rohingya men who were spotted after drifting
in a wooden boat for close to three weeks, during
which time 22 of the boat’s passengers had per-
ished.

6 Feb Nigeria. The minister of health reports that at
least 84 children in the country have died after in-
gesting teething medication that contained the in-
dustrial solvent diethylene glycol.

7 Feb Brazil. A twin turboprop airplane operated by
Manaus Aerotaxi and chartered by a family to fly

from Coari to Manaus goes down in the Manaca-
puru River; 24 of those aboard die.

8 Feb Victoria, Australia. Wildfires, some of which
may have been deliberately set, burn for a second
day; two towns and 750 homes are destroyed, and
some 173 people lose their lives.

12 Feb Near Buffalo NY. Continental Connection Flight
3407, a turboprop traveling from Newark NJ to Buf-
falo NY, goes down on its approach and crashes into
a house in Clarence Center NY, killing all 49 on
board as well as the occupant of the house.
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12 Feb Costa Rica. A magnitude-6.1 earthquake with
an epicenter about 32 km (20 mi) southwest of San
José creates devastation and leaves at least 34
people dead, with more than 60 others missing.

22 Feb Shanxi province, China. An unusually deadly
coal mine accident takes place in Guijiao when a
gas explosion Kills at least 74 miners; a further 114
are hospitalized with carbon monoxide poisoning.

March 2009

12 Mar Off Newfoundland, Canada. A helicopter fer-
rying workers to offshore oil platforms goes down in
the Atlantic Ocean; 17 passengers are lost.

22 Mar Near Butte MT. A single-engine plane carrying
passengers to a skiing trip in the Rocky Mountains
crashes, killing all 15 aboard.

27 Mar Cireundeu, Indonesia. Heavy rains cause an
earthen dam impounding Lake Gintung to collapse,
sending a wall of water into the town; at least 100
people drown and some 500 homes are swept
away or submerged.

29 Mar Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. At a World Cup asso-
ciation football (soccer) qualifying match be-
tween the home country’s team and that of
Malawi, a stampede occurs as crowds try to force
their way into the stadium before the start of the
game; at least 19 people are crushed to death as
a result.

30 Mar Off the coast of Libya. At least one of several
boats carrying migrants from various countries in
Africa and Asia capsizes; more than 230 people are
believed to have lost their lives.

April 2009

1 Apr Scotland. A Super Puma helicopter ferrying
workers to Aberdeen from a North Sea oil platform
operated by the energy company BP goes down in
calm weather; all 16 aboard are lost.

4 Apr Pakistan. A shipping container being trucked
from Afghanistan to Iran through Pakistan is
stopped by Pakistani police; it is found to be packed
with would-be migrants from Afghanistan, at least
62 of whom have perished from suffocation.

6 Apr Indonesia. A military training flight ends in dis-
aster when a Fokker 27 airplane crashes while at-
tempting to land at an air base in West Java; all 24
military personnel aboard are killed.

6 Apr L'Aquila, Italy. A magnitude-6.3 earthquake in
the Apennine Mountains devastates the area,

killing at least 294 people and leaving some
29,000 homeless.

13 Apr Kamien Pomorski, Poland. A quickly spread-
ing fire at a three-story building housing the home-
less results in the deaths of at least 21 residents.

14 Apr Peru. A bus slams into an oil tanker truck near
the town of San Vicente de Canete; at least 20 bus
passengers are killed in the resultant fire.

17 Apr Afghanistan. Two earthquakes, of magnitudes
5.5 and 5.1, in Nangarhar province cause the col-
lapse of houses in four villages and leave at least
22 people dead.

19 Apr The Sudan. A passenger bus collides head-on
with a truck not far from Khartoum; 21 bus pas-
sengers perish.

May 2009

10 May Northern Brazil. Floodwaters fed by two
months of heavy rains begin to recede; at least 40
people have died, and some 300,000 have been
left homeless.

20 May Indonesia. A C-130 Hercules military trans-
port plane crashes into four houses in the East

Java village of Geplak and bursts into flames; at
least 98 of the 112 people aboard are killed.

25 May Bangladesh and eastern India. Cyclone Aila
makes landfall, displacing half a million people in
Bangladesh and leaving some 200 people, most of
them in Bangladesh, dead.

June 2009

1 Jun Atlantic Ocean. Air France Flight 447, an Air-
bus A330-200 that is flying from Rio de Janeiro to
Paris, disappears; wreckage and bodies found
over the next few weeks indicate that it went
down some 970 km (600 mi) off northern Brazil,
that all 228 aboard died, and that faulty air
speed indicators might have played a role in the
disaster.

1 Jun South Africa. The Harmony Gold Mining Co.
reports that at least 36 illegal miners were killed
in an underground fire on 18 May in the Eland
shaft, which had been closed for many years;
the bodies of 76 miners are eventually found in
the shaft, most of them having died in the fire
but others having been killed by poisonous
gases.

5 Jun Hermosillo, Mexico. A fire that may have started
in a neighboring store sweeps through a day-care

center, killing at least 47 babies and small children.

5 Jun China. A landslide buries the Jiwei Mountain
iron ore mine and several homes and buildings in
Wulong county; at least 26 people, 19 of them min-
ers, are killed, and some 72 people aboveground
are missing.

22 Jun Outside Washington DC. A Metro public-tran-
sit train slams into the back of a stopped train so
hard that the first car rides up on top of the last car
of the stopped train; nine people are killed.

29 Jun Viareggio, ltaly. Fires caused by the derail-
ment and explosion of a freight train carrying lique-
fied petroleum gas lead to the collapse of buildings
and the deaths of at least 16 residents.

30 Jun Off Comoros. Yemenia Flight 626, which had
taken off from Sanaa, Yemen, en route to Moroni,
Comoros, goes down in the Indian Ocean; 152 of
the 153 aboard perish.



People

The TIME 100, 2009

100 individuals as the most influential persons

of the year in five categories of endeavor. As with
TIME’s annual Person of the Year designation, the list
includes both heroes and villains; inclusion reflects
the power of an individual’s impact on history,
whether for good or for ill.

Each year the editors of TIME desighate some

LEADERS AND REVOLUTIONARIES

Gordon Brown Britain’s PM led the global response to
the international economic crisis, insisting on firm
regulations over financial firms.

Hillary Clinton The US secretary of state brings wit,
brains, courage, and compassion to her new role.
Thomas Dart Cook county’s sheriff advocated a more
humane approach to foreclosure evictions at the
height of the US credit crunch.

Norah al-Faiz The deputy minister for women’s edu-
cation is Saudi Arabia’s first female minister, and she
says she will work for freedom and equality.

Joaquin Guzman The Mexican drug lord’s war of ter-
ror defies his government’s power to control crime.
Boris Johnson London’s mayor is an eloquent, witty
Conservative who is impossible to pigeonhole.

Paul Kagame Rwanda’s smart, reforming president
is the new face of emerging African leadership.
Ashfaq Kayani Pakistan’s army boss kept his word,
strongly supporting US antiterrorism efforts.

Edward Kennedy The US Senate’s veteran liberal icon
is a warrior for the less fortunate, filled with energy
and passion—even as he fights brain cancer.
Christine Lagarde France’s astute finance minister
has pursued intelligent economic reforms with zeal.
Avigdor Lieberman Israel’s tough-talking foreign min-
ister says, “If you want peace, prepare for war.”
Nouri al-Maliki Iraq’s PM demanded sovereignty—and
got his wish. Now, can he bring his long-divided peo-
ple together to shape a united future?

David McKiernan The US general convinced President
Obama to send more troops to Afghanistan, but he
won't lead them; he was replaced there in May 2009.
Angela Merkel Germany’s chancellor is a popular,
strong voice for her economically challenged nation.
Barack Obama The new US president is a listener
who calmly combines both realism and idealism.
Nicolas Sarkozy France’s pro-US president is an ad-
vocate for women, immigrants, and the weak—even
as he has made his nation’s voice stronger.

Wang Qishan China’s vice-premier is a watchdog for
his nation’s economic interests worldwide.

Elizabeth Warren As chair of the US congressional
committee overseeing the Troubled Asset Relief Pro-
gram (TARP), she is a leader in reforming markets.

Xi Jinping As vice president, the fix-it specialist is
likely to become China’s new president in 2012.
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono Indonesia’s president
faces poverty, terror—and a reelection campaign.

BUILDERS AND TITANS

Sheila Bair The reform-leading FDIC boss, a firm Re-
publican, gained even more power under a new De-
mocratic president, Barack Obama.

Robin Chase Zipcar’'s cofounder continues to pioneer
an Internet-based sharing culture with GoLoco.
Jamie Dimon Blunt and savvy, the CEO of JPMorgan
Chase is one survivor of Wall Street’s debacle.
Timothy Geithner After a rocky start, the US treasury
secretary has steadied the fragile US economy.

Jack Ma The Internet entrepreneur chased eBay out
of China with his successful Taobao.com.

Bernie Madoff Guilty! He stole US$65 billion from in-
vestors and became the poster boy for fraud.

Stella McCartney The Brit fashion designer wears to-
morrow’s face: authentic, chic, green, and vegan.
Alexander Medvedev The head of Gazprom Export is
leading Russia’s energy industry into the future.
moot The mysterious 21-year-old is the creator of the
influential Internet message board 4chan.org.

Alan Mulally He brought Boeing back from near
death. Can Ford’s new boss work his magic again?
Nandan Nilekani The cofounder of India’s Infosys
Technologies is leading his nation’s rapid growth.
Suze Orman The TV financial advisor is a strong,
trusted voice for personal fiscal responsibility.

T. Boone Pickens The energy mogul has become an
unlikely, highly effective environmental crusader.
Brad Pitt His passion and labor to rebuild New
Orleans have brought life and hope to a unique
American city.

Tessa Ross The British television producer claims she
only dabbles in movies, but she has helped conjure
up such engaging, award-winning films as In Bruges
and Slumdog Millionaire.

Carlos Slim The Mexican media baron fights for
change with courage, determination, and vision.

Ted Turner CNN'’s founder is the biggest landowner in
the US and a strong voice for a greener future.

The Twitter Guys American techies Biz Stone, Evan
Williams, and Jack Dorsey created a revolutionary
form of communication—just ask the demonstrators
in Iran.

Meredith Whitney The financial analyst blew the
whistle on inflated bank stocks—at the height of the
housing bubble—and was proved correct.

Lauren Zalaznick The boss of cable’s Bravo network
has built a brand with her taste and passion.

ARTISTS & ENTERTAINERS

Penélope Cruz The Spanish star is one of film’s lead-
ing ladies, brimming with grace and insight.
Elizabeth Diller and Ricardo Scofidio The fearlessly
creative husband-and-wife architects excel at making
public spaces more welcoming to the public.
Gustavo Dudamel The wunderkind Venezuelan con-
ductor and violinist now wields the principal baton of
the LA Philharmonic—and he’s only 28.

Zac Efron The teen heartthrob is an entertainer, an
artist, and a song-and-dance man for the long run.
Tina Fey Smart, funny, beautiful, the 30 Rock star
also writes, produces, acts, and promotes—wow.
Tom Hanks The popular film star has a wondrous ca-
pacity for wonder—and for sharing it with us.

Werner Herzog The German film director, renown-
ed for his early work, continues to find new audi-
ences for his films at age 67.
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Sam and Dan Houser The British brothers keep lap-
ping the video-game field with Grand Theft Auto.
Judith Jamison For 20 years now, the great dancer
has led ballet’s Alvin Ailey troupe to new heights.
William Kentridge The South African artist creates
riveting images that express ideas words cannot.
Jeff Kinney He writes the popular Diary of a Wimpy
Kid books, charting the pulse of young America.
Lang Lang China’s popular young pianist opens his
heart to audiences, and they return the favor.

John Legend The hardworking singer, rooted in
gospel but trained in the classics, is a genius.

Jay Leno Late night's longtime king passed the
Tonight Show baton to Conan O’Brien and began a
prime-time, five-night-a-week show in fall 2009.

Rush Limbaugh When the master of radio intimacy
talks, Republicans—and Democrats—must listen.
M.LA. Sri Lankan refugee Maya Arulpragasam is a cit-
izen of the world whose hit songs speak to all.

A.R. Rahman The prolific hit maker has shaped
India’s musical sound track for more than a decade.
Tavis Smiley The gifted black communicator heads
up an empire devoted to his message: America’s un-
finished agenda is to heal racial division.

The View Women Our TV family, these five women
ask us in, speak their minds—and pull no punches.
Kate Winslet Fearless, risky, honest, and a shape-
shifter, she’s fast becoming our best screen actor.

HEROES & ICONS

Leonard Abess The Florida banker and community
activist made a fortune, survived the economic
meltdown—and then did the right thing, sharing his
profits with his employees.

Seth Berkley The head of the International AIDS Vac-
cine Initiative works to alleviate suffering.

Jeff Bezos With his successful introduction of the Kin-
dle e-book reader, Amazon’s founder stayed in the
lead of the digital revolution.

George Clooney The actor and activist is a pragmatic
idealist whose commitment to ending the atrocities in
The Sudan is deep, informed, and effective.

Michael Eavis The farmer who founded rock’s Glas-
tonbury Festival keeps the music magical by making
his annual festival center on the fans.

Brady Gustafson Lance Corporal Gustafson was
awarded the Navy Cross after he saved the lives of 20
fellow Marines during an assault in Afghanistan.

Van Jones Barack Obama’s special adviser on green
labor, a pioneer in fusing social justice and economic
opportunity, is helping today’s workers master tomor-
row’s jobs.

Somaly Mam Once sold into sexual slavery, the Cam-
bodian activist now fights for women’s rights.
Hadizatou Mani The Nigerian activist, sold as a slave
at age 12, fought through the courts to win her free-
dom and continues to fight for equality.

Rafael Nadal At only 23, the Spaniard has become
one of the all-time greats of the tennis court.
Michelle Obama A new first lady inspires and affirms
Americans with her intelligence, depth, authenticity,
compassion—and gardening shoes.

Manny Pacquiao The Filipino boxing champ is a role
model who exemplifies his country’s pride.

Suraya Pakzad Her Voice of Women organization is
fighting to secure women'’s rights in Afghanistan.
Sarah Palin Love her or hate her, she remains a
volatile force in the Republican Party—and the US—
after her resignation as Alaska’s governor.

Richard Phillips As skipper of the Maersk Alabama,
he offered himself as a hostage to Somali pirates in

order to save his crew and then was rescued when his
captors were killed.

Sister Mary Scullion The nun who cofounded
Philadelphia’s Project H.0.M.E. has sharply reduced
homelessness on the city’s streets.

Chesley B. Sullenberger The veteran pilot lost power
in both engines but kept his head, saving 155 lives
with his quick ditch in the Hudson River.

Rick Warren The maverick megapastor preaches a
gospel based on reaching out—and did so by giving
the invocation at Barack Obama’s inauguration.
Oprah Winfrey The next stop for America’s Great
Communicator: a cable channel start-up in 2010.
Tiger Woods He respects the greats, wins new fans
for golf, is a role model—and keeps winning.

SCIENTISTS AND THINKERS

Shai Agassi His Better Place company aims to make
all American cars electric-powered within decades,
with a nationwide system of battery-swap sites.

Dan Barber The chef's upstate New York farm and
restaurant, Blue Hill at Stone Barns, have become
models for the locavore movement.

Nicholas Christakis The Harvard scientist is quantify-
ing what many have long believed, showing how so-
cial networks can spread happiness.

Steven Chu Barack Obama’s secretary of energy is a
scientist, not a politician, who uses his bully pulpit to
argue for an energy-independent US.

Paul Ekman The psychologist pioneered the study of
facial expression to reveal our inner thoughts.

Jon Favreau At 28, he is Barack Obama’s main
speechwriter—and thus his words are shaping the
future.

Roland Fryer Harvard’s young black economist is rig-
orously rethinking education and race in the US.
Connie Hedegaard Denmark’s climate and energy
minister is making the world accept the reality of
global warming and is crafting a plan to address it.
Barbara Hogan South Africa’s minister of health is
leading her nation’s overdue fight against AIDS.

Paul Krugman The New York Times columnist won
the Nobel Prize for Economics for his insightful analy-
sis of today’s great global depression.

Martin Lindstrom The Dane pioneered the merger of
high-tech brain imaging with marketing: ca-ching!
Amory Lovins The green visionary has been preach-
ing environmental responsibility for decades, and
he’s finally seeing his plans become reality.

Doug Melton The Harvard biologist is using adult
stem cells to replace cells lost to diabetes.

Dambisa Moyo The Zambian activist has become a
forceful voice against foreign aid to African nations
when it serves to prop up corrupt governments.
Yoichiro Nambu The Japanese physicist illuminated
the subatomic world—and won the Nobel Prize.
Daniel Nocera The MIT chemist hopes to create hy-
drogen fuel from water—we hope he succeeds.
Nouriel Roubini The visionary economist warned us
of the housing bubble and subprime mess before
they hit. Will we listen next time?

Stephan Schuster and Webb Miller The Penn State
scientists are pioneers who managed to sequence
the DNA of a 20,000-year-old mammoth.

David Sheff His memoir of his son’s meth addiction,
Beautiful Boy, helped redefine the way we view ad-
diction and dependence.

Nate Silver The baseball statistician’s FiveThirty-
Eight.com Web site was the go-to source for poll-
based political analysis in the 2008 US presidential
campaign.
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Celebrities and Newsmakers

These mini-biographies are intended to provide background information about people in the news. See also the

Obituaries (below) for recently deceased persons.

50 Cent (Curtis Jackson; 6 Jul 1976, Jamaica,
Queens NY), American hard-core rapper.

Eva Aariak (Arctic Bay, NT [now in NU], Canada), Cana-
dian politician; premier of Nunavut from 2008.

Mahmoud (Ridha) Abbas (nom de guerre Abu Mazen;
26 Mar 1935, Zefat, British Palestine), Palestinian
politician; secretary-general of the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization executive committee and co-
founder (with Yasir Arafat) of the Fatah movement;
he served as the first prime minister of the Pales-
tine Authority and was its president from 2005.

Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz (1956, Akjoujt, Mauritania),
Mauritanian military leader; chairman of the high
council of state, 2008-09, and president from 2009.

Paula (Julie) Abdul (19 Jun 1962, San Fernando CA),
American pop singer, choreographer, and TV per-
sonality.

Abdullah (‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Sa‘ud; 1923,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), Saudi royal; king of Saudi
Arabia from 2005.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (26 Nov 1939,
Penang state, Malaysia), Malaysian politician;
prime minister, 2003-09.

Abdullah 1l (‘Abd Allah ibn al-Husayn; 30 Jan 1962,
Amman, Jordan), Jordanian royal; king from 1999.

George Abela (22 Apr 1948, Qormi, Malta), Maltese
politician; president from 2009.

Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin ibni al-Marhum Sultan
Mahmud (22 Jan 1962, Kuala Terengganu,
Malaysia), Malaysian politician; yang di-pertuan
agong (head of state) in 2001 and again from
2006.

J(effrey) J(acob) Abrams (27 Jun 1966, New York
NY), American producer and director whose credits
include the TV series Alias (2001-06) and Lost
(from 2004) and the film Star Trek (2009).

Chinua Achebe (Albert Chinualumogu Achebe; 16
Nov 1930, Ogidi, Nigeria), Nigerian novelist and
poet who in 2007 won the second Man Booker In-
ternational Prize for fiction.

Amy (Lou) Adams (20 Aug 1974, Aviano, ltaly), Amer-
ican stage and film actress. B
Gerry Adams (Gerard Adams; Irish: Gearéid Mac Ad-
haimh; 6 Oct 1948, West Belfast, Northern Ire-
land), Irish resistance leader; president of Sinn
Féin, the political wing of the Irish Republican Army,

from 1983.

John (Coolidge) Adams (15 Feb 1947, Worcester
MA), American composer.

Thomas Adés (27 Jun 1971, London, England),
British composer, pianist, and conductor.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (15 Sep 1977, Enugu,
Nigeria), Nigerian novelist; winner of the 2007 Or-
ange Broadband Prize for Fiction.

Aravind Adiga (1974, India), Indian author; recipient
of the 2008 Man Booker Prize for The White Tiger.

Ben(jamin Geza) Affleck (15 Aug 1972, Berkeley CA),
American actor, writer, and director.

(Caleb) Casey Affleck (12 Aug 1975, Falmouth MA),
American film actor.

Isaias Afwerki (2 Feb 1946, Asmara, Ethiopia [now in
Eritrea]), Eritrean independence leader, secretary-
general of the Provisional Government, and first
president of Eritrea, from 1993.

Christina (Maria) Aguilera (18 Dec 1980, Staten Is-
land NY), American pop singer.

Bertie Ahern (Bartholomew Patrick Ahern; 12 Sep
1951, Dublin, Ireland), Irish politician; prime minis-
ter (taoiseach) of Ireland, 1997-2008.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (28 Oct 1956, Garmsar,
Iran), Iranian politician; president from 2005.

Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed (15 Dec 1934, Galcaio, So-
malia), Somali military officer; nominally president
from 2004 to 2008.

lajuddin Ahmed (1 Feb 1931, Nayagaon, Bengal,
British India [now in Bangladesh]), Bangladeshi sci-
entist and educator; president of Bangladesh,
2002-09.

Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed (25 Jul 1964, Somalia),
Somali politician; nominally president from 2009.
Martii Ahtisaari (23 Jun 1937, Viipuri, Finland [now
Vyborg, Russia)), Finnish politician; president of Fin-
land, 1994-2000, and winner of the 2008 Nobel

Peace Prize.

Akihito (original name Tsugu Akihito; era name Hei-
sei; 23 Dec 1933, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese royal;
emperor of Japan from 1989.

Akil Akilov (1944, Tajikistan?), Tajik politician; prime
minister from 1999.

Peter Akinola (27 Jan 1944, Abeokuta, Nigeria),
Nigerian Anglican churchman; archbishop of Nige-
ria from 2000.

Jessica (Marie) Alba (28 Apr 1981, Pomona CA),
American TV and film actress.

Albert Il (Albert Félix Humbert Théodore Christian Eu-
géne Marie of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha; 6 Jun 1934,
Brussels, Belgium), Belgian royal; king from 1993.

Albert Il (Albert Alexandre Louis Pierre; 14 Mar 1958,
Monaco), Monegasque prince and ruler of Monaco
from 2005.

Claribel Alegria (12 May 1924, Esteli, Nicaragua),
Nicaraguan-born Salvadoran poet, essayist, and
journalist; recipient of the 2006 Neustadt Prize.

Sherman J. Alexie, Jr. (7 Oct 1966, Wellpinit,
Spokane Indian Reservation, Washington), Ameri-
can poet and novelist who writes of his Native
American upbringing.

Monica Ali (20 Oct 1967, Dacca, Pakistan [now Dhaka,
Bangladesh]), Bangladeshi-born British writer.

Muhammad Ali (Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr.; 17 Jan
1942, Louisville KY), American boxer, the first to win
the heavyweight championship three separate times.

Samuel A. Alito, Jr. (1 Apr 1950, Trenton NJ), Ameri-
can jurist; associate justice of the US Supreme
Court from 2006.

Ilham Aliyev (Ilham Geidar ogly Aliev; 24 Dec 1961,
Baku, USSR [now in Azerbaijan]), Azerbaijani politi-
cian; prime minister briefly in 2003 and president
from October 2003.

Joan Allen (20 Aug 1956, Rochelle IL), American film
and theater actress.

Paul G. Allen (21 Jan 1953, Mercer Island WA), Amer-
ican corporate executive; cofounder (1975) of Mi-
crosoft Corp. and owner of several professional
sports teams.

Woody Allen (Allen Stewart Konigsberg; 1 Dec 1935,
Brooklyn NY), American filmmaker and actor.

Isabel Allende (2 Aug 1942, Lima, Peru), Chilean
writer in the magic realist tradition.

Pedro Alimodévar (Caballero) (24 Sep 1949, Calzada
de Calatrava, Spain), Spanish film director special-
izing in melodrama.
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Alois (Alois Philipp Maria Prince von und zu Liechten-
stein; 11 Jun 1968, Zirich, Switzerland), Liechten-
stein crown prince.

Marin Alsop (16 Oct 1956, New York NY), American
conductor; music director of the Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra from 2007; she was the first
woman to head a major American orchestra.

Amadou (Amadou Bagayoko; 24 Oct 1954, Bamako,
French West Africa [now in Mali]), Malian guitarist
(for Amadou and Mariam).

Yukiya Amano (9 May 1947, Japan), Japanese inter-
national official; director general of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency from 2009.

Pamela (Denise) Anderson (1 Jul 1967, Ladysmith,
BC, Canada), Canadian-born model and actress.
Paul Thomas Anderson (26 Jun 1970, Studio City

CA), American film director.

Wes Anderson (1 May 1969, Houston TX), American
film director.

Tadao Ando (13 Sep 1941, Osaka, Japan), Japanese
architect; recipient of the 1995 Pritzker Prize.

André 3000 (André Benjamin; Dré; 27 May 1975, At-
lanta GA), American hip-hop artist and actor.

Marc Andreessen (9 Jul 1971, Cedar Falls |A), Ameri-
can computer innovator; developer of Netscape.
Andrew (Andrew Albert Christian Edward Mountbat-
ten-Windsor; 19 Feb 1960, Buckingham Palace,
London, England), British prince; second son of
Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip, duke of Edin-

burgh; and duke of York.

Leif Ove Andsnes (7 Apr 1970, Karmgy, Norway), Nor-
wegian pianist.

Criss Angel (Christopher Nicholas Sarantakos; 19
Dec 1967, Long Island NY), American magician and
illusionist.

Maya Angelou (Marguerite Annie Johnson; 4 Apr
1928, St. Louis MO), American poet.

Jennifer Aniston (Jennifer Linn Anistassakis; 11 Feb
1969, Sherman Oaks CA), American TV and film ac-
tress.

Kofi (Atta) Annan (18 Apr 1938, Kumasi, Gold Coast
[now Ghana]), Ghanaian diplomat; UN secretary-
general, 1997-2006; corecipient, with the UN, of
the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize.

Anne (Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise Mountbatten-
Windsor; 15 Aug 1950, Clarence House, London,
England), British princess; daughter of Queen Eliza-
beth 1l and Prince Philip, duke of Edinburgh.

Andrus Ansip (1 Oct 1956, Tartu, USSR [now in Esto-
nia]), Estonian politician; prime minister from
2005.

Carmelo Anthony (29 May 1984, New York NY),
American pro basketball forward.

Marc Anthony (Marco Antonio Muniz; 16 Sep 1968,
Spanish Harlem, New York NY), American salsa
singer.

Judd Apatow (6 Dec 1967, Syosset NY), American
filmmaker.

Denys Arcand (25 Jun 1941, Deschambault, QC,
Canada), French-Canadian film director, screen-
writer, and actor.

Martha Argerich (5 Jun 1941, Buenos Aires, Ar-

_ gentina), Argentine concert pianist.

Oscar Arias (Sanchez) (13 Sep 1941, Heredia, Costa
Rica), Costa Rican statesman; president of Costa
Rica, 1986-90 and again from 2006; recipient of
the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize.

Alan (Wolf) Arkin (26 Mar 1934, Brooklyn NY), Amer-
ican film and TV actor.

Giorgio Armani (11 Jul 1934, Piacenza, ltaly), Italian
fashion designer.

Billie Joe Armstrong (17 Feb 1972, Rodeo CA), Amer-
ican punk-rock vocalist and guitarist (for Green
Day).

Lance Armstrong (18 Sep 1971, Plano TX), American
cyclist who won the Tour de France seven years in
succession, 1999-2005.

Courteney Cox Arquette (Courteney Bass Cox; 15 Jun
1964, Birmingham AL), American TV and film actress.

Taro Aso (20 Sep 1940, lizuka, Fukuoka prefecture,
Japan), Japanese politician (Liberal Democratic
Party); prime minister from 2008.

Bashar al-Assad (11 Sep 1965, Damascus, Syria),
Syrian politician; president from 2000.

Alaa Al Aswany (1957, Egypt), Egyptian dentist and
popular writer.

Susan Athey (29 Nov 1970, Boston MA), American
economist specializing in economic theory, empiri-
cal economics, and econometrics.

Kate Atkinson (1951, York, England), British author.

Abdul Rahman ibn Hamad al-Attiyah (1950, Qatar),
Qatari international official; secretary-general of
the Gulf Cooperation Council from 2002.

Margaret (Eleanor) Atwood (18 Nov 1939, Ottawa,
ON, Canada), Canadian poet, novelist, and critic.
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (19 Jun 1945, Rangoon, Burma
[now Yangon, Myanmar]), Burmese human rights ac-

tivist; recipient in 1991 of the Nobel Peace Prize.

David Axelrod (22 Feb 1953, New York, NY), Ameri-
can political consultant (Democrat); senior adviser
to US Pres. Barack Obama.

Hank Azaria (25 Apr 1964, Forest Hills NY), American
actor best known for comic film roles and for pro-
viding voices for TV's The Simpsons.

(Verénica) Michelle Bachelet (Jeria) (29 Sep 1951,
Santiago, Chile), Chilean politician (Socialist); pres-
ident from 2006.

Bob Baffert (13 Jan 1953, Nogales AZ), American
trainer of Thoroughbred racehorses.

Jerry D. Bailey (29 Aug 1957, Dallas TX), American
jockey.

(Josiah) Voreque (“Frank”) Bainimarama (27 Apr
1954, Kiuva, Fiji), Fijian military leader; self-ap-
pointed acting prime minister from 2007.

Sheila (Colleen) Bair (3 Apr 1954, Wichita KS), Amer-
ican businesswoman; chair of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) from 2006.

Gordon Bajnai (5 Mar 1968, Szeged, Hungary) Hun-
garian politician; prime minister from 2009.

Kurmanbek Bakiyev (1 Aug 1949, Masadan, Kirghiz
SSR, USSR [now Teyyit, Kyrgyzstan]), Kyrgyz politi-
cian; president of Kyrgyzstan from 2005.

John E(lias) Baldacci (30 Jan 1955, Bangor ME),
American politician (Democrat); governor of Maine
from 2003.

Alec Baldwin (Alexander Rae Baldwin Ill; 3 Apr 1958,
Massapequa NY), American film and TV actor.

Christian (Charles Philip) Bale (30 Jan 1974, Haver-
fordwest, Pembrokeshire, Wales), British film actor.

Jan Peter Balkenende (7 May 1956, Kapelle, Nether-
lands), Dutch politician (Christian Democratic Ap-
peal); prime minister from 2002.

Steven A. Ballmer (24 Mar 1956, Detroit? Ml), Amer-
ican corporate executive; CEO of Microsoft Corp.
from 2000.

Ed(ward) Balls (25 Feb 1967, Norwich, England),
British public official; secretary of state for children,
schools, and families from 2007.

Ban Ki-moon (13 Jun 1944, Umsong, Japanese-oc-
cupied Korea [now in South Korea]), Korean gov-
ernment and international official; secretary-gen-
eral of the United Nations from 2007.
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Eric Bana (Eric Banadinovich; 9 Aug 1968, Mel-
bourne, VIC, Australia), Australian actor.

Rupiah Banda (13 Feb 1937, Gwanda, Zimbabwe),
Zambian politician; president from 2008.

Russell Banks (28 Mar 1940, Newton MA), American
novelist.

Tyra Banks (4 Dec 1973, Los Angeles CA), American
model, actress, and TV show host.

Banksy (19747?, Bristol?, England), British graffiti
artist.

Haley (Reeves) Barbour (22 Oct 1947, Yazoo City
MS), American politician (Republican); governor of
Mississippi from 2004.

Javier (Angel Encinas) Bardem (1 Mar 1969, Las Pal-
mas, Canary Islands, Spain), Spanish film actor.
Daniel Barenboim (15 Nov 1942, Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina), Israeli pianist and conductor; recipient of

a Praemium Imperiale in 2007.

Nir Barkat (1959, Israel), Israeli businessman and
politician; mayor of Jerusalem from 2008.

Julian Barnes (pseudonyms Edward Pygge and Dan
Kavanagh; 19 Jan 1946, Leicester, Leicestershire,
England), British author and TV critic.

Sacha (Noam) Baron Cohen (13 Oct 1971, Hammer-
smith, London, England), British comedian and
actor.

Francoise Barre-Sinoussi (30 Jul 1947, Paris,
France), French virologist; cowinner of the 2008
Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine.

José Manuel Durao Barroso (23 Mar 1956, Lisbon,
Portugal), Portuguese politician; prime minister,
2002-04, and president of the European Commis-
sion from 2004.

Dean (Oliver) Barrow (2 Mar 1951, Belize City, British
Honduras [now Belize]), Belizean politician (United
Democratic Party); prime minister from 2008.

John D(avid) Barrow (29 Nov 1952, London, Eng-
land), British cosmologist, a specialist in the an-
thropic principle; recipient of the 2006 Templeton
Prize.

Dave Barry (3 Jul 1947, Armonk NY), American hu-
morist, newspaper columnist, and author.

Drew Barrymore (Andrew Blythe Barrymore; 22 Feb
1975, Culver City CA), American film actress.

Frederick Barthelme (10 Oct 1943, Houston TX),
American writer of short stories and novels.

Bartholomew | (Dimitrios Archontonis; 29 Feb 1940,
Imbros [now Gokceada], Turkey), Eastern Orthodox
archbishop of Constantinople and ecumenical pa-
triarch from 1991.

Richard Barton (2 Jun 1967, New Canaan CT), Amer-
ican Internet entrepreneur (Expedia.com, Zillow.-
com).

Jaume Bartumeu Cassany (10 Nov 1954, Andorra),
Andorran chief executive from 2009.

Carol (Ann) Bartz (29 Aug 1948, Winona MN), Ameri-
can corporate executive; CEO and president of
Yahoo! Inc. from 2009.

Mikhail (Nikolayevich) Baryshnikov (28 Jan 1948,
Riga, USSR [now in Latvia]), Soviet-born American
ballet dancer, director, and actor.

Traian Basescu (4 Nov 1951, Basarabi, Romania),
Romanian politician; president from 2004.

Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir (1944, Hosh Ban-
naga, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan), Sudanese military
leader; president from 1989.

Michael (Benjamin) Bay (17 Feb 1965, Los Angeles
CA), American director and producer of action
films.

Sanj(aagiyn) Bayar (1956, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia),
Mongolian diplomat; prime minister from 2007.

Beatrix (31 Jan 1938, Soestdijk, Netherlands), Dutch
royal; queen of The Netherlands from 1980.

Glenn Beck (10 Feb 1964, Mount Vernon WA), Amer-
ican conservative TV commentator and author.

David (Robert) Beckham (2 May 1975, Leytonstone,
East London, England), British association football
(soccer) player.

Victoria Beckham (Victoria Caroline Adams; 7 Apr
1975, Goff's Oak, Hertfordshire, England), British
pop singer (“Posh Spice” of the Spice Girls) and
celebrity.

Kate Beckinsale (26 Jul 1973, London, England),
British actress.

Mike Beebe (Michael Dale Beebe; 28 Dec 1946, Am-
agon AR), American politician (Democrat); governor
of Arkansas from 2007.

Kenenisa Bekele (13 Jun 1982, near Bekoji,
Ethiopia), Ethiopian cross-country runner.

Bill Belichick (William Stephen Belichick; 16 Apr
1952, Nashville TN), American football coach.

Arden L. Bement, Jr. (22 May 1932, Pittsburgh PA),
American materials scientist; director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation from 2004.

Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali (3 Sep 1936, Hammam-
Sousse, French Tunisia), Tunisian politician and
president from 1987.

Benedict XVI (Joseph Alois Ratzinger; 16 Apr 1927,
Marktl am Inn, Bavaria, Germany), German Roman
Catholic churchman; pope from 2005.

Raymond Benjamin (24 Nov 1945, Alexandria,
Egypt), French international official; secretary-gen-
eral of the International Civil Aviation Organization
from 2009.

Regina (Marcia) Benjamin (26 Oct 1956, Mobile AL),
American physician; nominee for US surgeon gen-
eral.

Alan Bennett (9 May 1934, Leeds, England), British
dramatist and writer.

Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov (29 Jun 1957,
Bararab, USSR [now in Turkmenistan]), Turkmen
politician; president from 2006.

Sali (Ram) Berisha (15 Oct 1944, Tropojé, Albania),
Albanian cardiologist and politician (Democratic
Party); president, 1992-97, and prime minister
from 2005.

Silvio Berlusconi (29 Sep 1936, Milan, Italy), Italian
businessman and politician; prime minister,
1994-95, 2001-06, and again from 2008.

Ben(jamin Shalom) Bernanke (13 Dec 1953, Au-
gusta GA), American economist; chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
from 2006.

Tim(othy J.) Berners-Lee (8 Jun 1955, London, Eng-
land), British inventor of the World Wide Web and
director of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
from 1994.

Halle (Maria) Berry (14 Aug 1968, Cleveland OH),
American film actress and model.

Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone (2 Dec 1934, Romano
Canavese, ltaly), Italian Roman Catholic church-
man; secretary of state of the Vatican from 2006.

Steve(n Lynn) Beshear (21 Sep 1944, Dawson
Springs KY), American politician (Democrat); gover-
nor of Kentucky from 2007.

Beyoncé (Beyoncé Knowles; 4 Sep 1981, Houston
TX), American R&B singer and actress.

Jeffrey P. Bezos (12 Jan 1964, Albuquerque NM),
American corporate executive; founder and CEO of
Amazon.com from 1995.

Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX; 5 Dec 1927, Cam-
bridge MA), Thai royal; king of Thailand from 1946.
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Joe Biden (Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr., 20 Nov 1942,
Scranton PA), American politician (Democrat); sen-
ator from Delaware, 1973-2009, and vice presi-
dent of the US from 2009.

Jessica (Claire) Biel (3 Mar 1982, Ely MN), American
TV and film actress.

Osama bin Laden (also spelled Usamah ibn Ladin;
10 Mar 1957, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), Saudi Ara-
bian-born terrorist and leader of the al-Qaeda or-
ganization.

Harrison Birtwistle (15 Jul 1934, Accrington, Lan-
cashire, England), British composer of operas,
chamber music, and orchestral music.

Paul Biya (13 Feb 1933, Mvomeka’a, Cameroon),
Cameroonian politician; president from 1982.

Jack Black (28 Aug 1969, Hermosa Beach CA), Amer-
ican film actor and comic rock musician.

Douglas A. Blackmon (6 Sep 1964, Stuttgart AR);
American journalist and author; recipient of the
2009 Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction for Slav-
ery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement of Black
Americans from the Civil War to World War Il.

Rubén Blades (16 Jul 1948, Panama City, Panama),
Panamanian salsa singer and songwriter, actor,
and politician.

Rod Blagojevich (Milorad R. Blagojevich; 10 Dec
1956, Chicago IL), American politician (Democrat);
governor of lllinois, 2003-09; he was impeached
on corruption allegations that included the at-
tempted sale of US Pres. Barack Obama’s vacated
Senate seat.

Dennis C(utler) Blair (4 Feb 1947, Kittery ME), Amer-
ican military official; US director of national intelli-
gence from 2009.

Tony Blair (Anthony Charles Lynton Blair; 6 May 1953,
Edinburgh, Scotland), British politician (Labour);
prime minister of the UK, 1997-2007, and special
envoy to the Middle East thereafter.

Cate Blanchett (Catherine Elise Blanchett; 14 May
1969, Melbourne, VIC, Australia), Australian film
actress.

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco (15 Dec 1942, Coteau
LA), American politician (Democrat); governor of
Louisiana, 2004-08.

Mary J. Blige (11 Jan 1971, New York NY), American
hip-hop soul singer.

Amy Bloom (1953, New York NY), American writer.

Harold (Irving) Bloom (11 Jul 1930, New York NY),
American literary critic.

Orlando Bloom (13 Jan 1977, Canterbury, Kent, Eng-
land), British film actor.

Michael R. Bloomberg (14 Feb 1942, Medford MA),
American businessman, philanthropist, and politi-
cian (independent); mayor of New York City from
2002.

Matt(hew Roy) Blunt (20 Nov 1970, Springfield MO),
American politician (Republican); governor of Mis-
souri, 2005-08.

Emil Boc (6 Sep 1966, Rachitele, Romania), Roman-
ian politician, prime minister from 2008.

Andrea Bocelli (22 Sep 1958, Lajatico, Italy), Italian
operatic tenor, blind from childhood.

Samuel (Wright) Bodman (26 Nov 1938, Chicago IL),
American chemical engineer, corporate leader, and
official; US secretary of energy, 2005-09.

Charles F(rank) Bolden, Jr. (19 Aug 1946, Columbia
SC), American astronaut; administrator of NASA
from 2009.

Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu‘izzadin Waddaulah (15 Jul
1946, Brunei Town [now Bandar Seri Begawan],
Brunei), Bruneian royal; sultan from 1967.

Usain Bolt (21 Aug 1986, Montego Bay, Jamaica), Ja-
maican sprinter.

Barry (Lamar) Bonds (24 Jul 1964, Riverside CA),
American baseball player who broke the all-time
home run record in 2007.

(Thomas) Yayi Boni (1952, Tchaourou, French Da-
homey [now Benin]), Beninese politician (indepen-
dent); president from 2006.

Jon Bon Jovi (John Francis Bongiovi, Jr.; 2 Mar 1962,
Perth Amboy NJ), American rock singer, musician,
and songwriter.

Bono (Paul David Hewson; also known as Bono Vox; 10
May 1960, Dublin, Ireland), Irish rock vocalist (for
U2) as well as a human rights activist and mediator.

Umberto Bossi (19 Sep 1941, Cassano Magnano,
Italy), ltalian politician and leader of the separatist
Northern League from 1991.

Kate Bosworth (Catherine Anne Bosworth; 2 Jan
1983, Los Angeles CA), American film and TV ac-
tress.

Bouasone Bouphavanh (3 Jun 1954, Ban Tao Poun,
Salavan province, French Indochina [now in Laos]),
Laotian politician and prime minister from 2006.

Anthony (Michael) Bourdain (25 Jun 1956, New York
NY), American chef, author, and TV personality.

Abdelaziz Bouteflika (2 Mar 1937, Tlemcen, Algeria), Al-
gerian politician, diplomat, and president from 1999.

Danny Boyle (20 Oct 1956, Manchester, England),
British film director.

T. Coraghessan Boyle (Thomas John Boyle; 2 Dec
1948, Peekskill NY), American author.

Francois Bozizé (14 Oct 1946, Mouila, French Equa-
torial Africa [now in Gabon]), Central African Re-
public politician; president from 2003.

Tom Brady (Thomas Brady; 3 Aug 1977, San Mateo
CA), American professional football quarterback.
Zach(ary Israel) Braff (6 Apr 1975, South Orange NJ),

American TV and film actor.

Lakhdar Brahimi (1 Jan 1934, Algeria), Algerian
statesman, diplomat, and international official.

Serge Brammertz (17 Feb 1962, Eupen, Belgium),
Belgian jurist; deputy prosecutor for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, 2003-07, and prosecutor for
the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
from 2008.

Russell Brand (4 Jun 1975, Grays, Essex, England),
British comedian and actor.

Richard (Charles Nicholas) Branson (18 Jul 1950,
Shamley Green, Surrey, England), British entrepre-
neur who founded the Virgin empire in 1973.

Anthony Braxton (4 Jun 1945, Chicago IL), American
avant-garde reed player and composer.

Phil(ip Norman) Bredesen (21 Nov 1943, Oceanport
NJ), American politician (Democrat); governor of
Tennessee from 2003.

Abigail (Kathleen) Breslin (14 Apr 1996, New York
NY), American child actress.

Thierry Breton (15 Jan 1955, Paris, France), French
businessman and politician; executive chairman of
France Télécom, 2002-05, and French economic
minister, 2005-07.

Jan(ice K.) Brewer (26 Sep 1944, Hollywood CA),
American politician (Republican), governor of Ari-
zona from 2009.

Stephen (Gerald) Breyer (15 Aug 1938, San Fran-
cisco CA), American jurist; associate justice of the
US Supreme Court from 1994.

Sergey (Mikhaylovich) Brin (21 Aug 1973, Moscow,
USSR [now in Russia]), Russian-born computer sci-
entist and Internet entrepreneur who cofounded
(1998) the Google Internet search engine.
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Matthew Broderick (21 Mar 1962, New York NY),
American actor.

Martin Brodeur (6 May 1972, Montreal, QC, Canada),
French Canadian ice-hockey player; in 2009 he be-
came the all-time winningest goalie in the National
Hockey League.

Wallace S. Broecker (29 Nov 1931, Chicago IL),
American geochemist, a specialist in climate
change; recipient of a National Medal of Science in
1996 and a Crafoord Prize in 2006.

Josh (J.) Brolin (12 Feb 1968, Los Angeles CA), Amer-
ican film and TV actor.

Kix Brooks (Leon Eric Brooks; 12 May 1955, Shreve-
port LA), American country-and-western singer (for
Brooks & Dunn).

(Troyal) Garth Brooks (7 Feb 1962, Tulsa OK), Ameri-
can country-and-western singer.

Pierce (Brendan) Brosnan (16 May 1953, Navan,
County Meath, Ireland), Irish actor.

Dan Brown (22 Jun 1964, Exeter NH), American nov-
elist.

Ewart (Frederick) Brown, Jr. (1946, Bermuda),
Bermudan politician; prime minister from 2006.
(James) Gordon Brown (20 Feb 1951, Glasgow, Scot-
land), Scottish-born politician (Labour); chancellor
of the Exchequer, 1997-2007, and prime minister

from 2007.

Jerry Bruckheimer (21 Sep 1945, Detroit Ml), Ameri-
can film and TV producer.

Kobe Bryant (23 Aug 1978, Philadelphia PA), Ameri-
can basketball player.

Quentin Bryce (1942, Brisbane, QLD, Australia), Aus-
tralian politician; governor-general of Australia from
2008.

Bill Bryson (1951, Des Moines IA), American-born
journalist and travel writer.

Michael Bublé (9 Sep 1975, Burnaby, BC, Canada),
Canadian pop singer.

Patrick J(oseph) Buchanan (2 Nov 1938, Washington
DC), American conservative journalist.

Christopher (Taylor) Buckley (1952, New York NY),
American satiric novelist and magazine editor.

Mark (Anthony) Buehrle (23 Mar 1979, St. Charles
MO), American professional baseball starting
pitcher; he pitched a perfect game for the Chicago
White Sox in July 2009, only the 18th player in MLB
history to do so.

Warren (Edward) Buffett (30 Aug 1930, Omaha NE),
American investor; CEO of Berkshire Hathaway Inc.
from 1965; named the world’s richest person by
Forbes in 2008.

Sandra (Annette) Bullock (26 Jul 1964, Arlington VA),
American film actress.

Gisele (Caroline Nonnenmacher) Biindchen (20 Jul
1980, Horizontina, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil),
Brazilian fashion model.

Daniel Buren (25 Mar 1938, Paris, France), French
conceptual artist; recipient of a 2007 Praemium
Imperiale.

Mark Burnett (17 Jul 1960, Myland, East London,
England), English-born American reality-TV-show
producer.

Ken(neth Lauren) Burns (29 Jul 1953, Brooklyn NY),
American documentary filmmaker.

Tim(othy William) Burton (25 Aug 1958, Burbank
CA), American film director and writer.

Steve Buscemi (13 Dec 1957, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can film actor.

Barbara Bush (Barbara Pierce; 8 Jun 1925, Rye NY),
American first lady; wife of US Pres. George W.
Bush (married 6 Jan 1945).

George H(erbert) W(alker) Bush (12 Jun 1924, Mil-
ton MA), American statesman; vice president of the
US, 1981-89, and 41st president, 1989-93; fa-
ther of US Pres. George W. Bush.

George W(alker) Bush (6 Jul 1946, New Haven CT),
American politician (Republican); 43rd president of
the US, 2001-09; son of US Pres. George H.W.
Bush.

Laura Bush (Laura Lane Welch; 4 Nov 1946, Midland
TX), American first lady; wife of US Pres. George W.
Bush (married 5 Nov 1977).

Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi (27 Aug 1928, Mahla-
batini, Natal, Union of South Africa [now KwaZulu
Natal province, South Africa]), South African Zulu
chief, the founder (1975) and leader of the Inkatha
Freedom Party.

Gerard (James) Butler (13 Nov 1969, Glasgow, Scot-
land), British actor.

A.S. Byatt (Antonia Susan Drabble; 24 Aug 1936,
Sheffield, England), English literary critic and novel-
ist.

Robert C(arlyle) Byrd (20 Nov 1917, North Wilkes-
boro NC), American politician (Democrat); senator
from West Virginia from 1959 and president pro
tempore of the Senate from 2007.

(Mary) Rose Byrne (24 Jul 1979, Balmain, Sydney,
NSW, Australia), Australian actress.

Nicolas Cage (Nicholas Kim Coppola; 7 Jan 1964,
Long Beach CA), American film actor.

Cai Guo Qiang (8 Dec 1957, Quanzhou, Fujian
province, China), Chinese installation artist.

Michael Caine (Maurice Joseph Micklewhite, Jr.; 14
Mar 1933, London, England), British actor.

Santiago Calatrava (28 Jul 1951, Valencia, Spain),
Spanish architect.

Felipe (de Jesis) Calderon (Hinojosa) (18 Aug
1962, Morelia, Michoacan state, Mexico), Mexi-
can politician (National Action Party); president
from 2006.

Felix Perez Camacho (30 Oct 1957, Camp Zama,
Japan), Guamanian politician (Republican); gover-
nor of Guam from 2003.

Moussa Dadis Camara (1964, Koure, Guinea),
Guinean military leader, president from 2008.

David (William Donald) Cameron (9 Oct 1966, Lon-
don, England), British politician; leader of the Con-
servative Party from 2005.

Camilla (Camilla Parker Bowles; Camilla Shand; 17
Jul 1947, London, England), British duchess of
Cornwall and celebrity; wife of Charles, prince of
Wales (married 9 Apr 2005).

Louis C. Camilleri (1955, Alexandria, Egypt), Ameri-
can corporate executive; chairman and CEO of
Philip Morris International from 2008.

Gordon Campbell (12 Jan 1948, Vancouver, BC,
Canada), Canadian politician (Liberal); premier of
British Columbia from 2001.

John D. Campbell (8 Apr 1955, Ailsa Craig, ON,
Canada), Canadian harness race driver; he was
named 2006 Driver of the Year by the US Harness
Writers Association.

Menzies Campbell (22 May 1941, Glasgow, Scot-
land), British politician; leader of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, 2006-07.

Naomi Campbell (22 May 1970, London, England),
British runway and photographic model.

Fabio Cannavaro (13 Sep 1973, Naples, Italy), Italian
association football (soccer) player.

Don(ald L.) Carcieri (16 Dec 1942, East Greenwich
RI), American banker and politician (Republican);
governor of Rhode Island from 2003.
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Drew (Allison) Carey (23 May 1958, Cleveland OH),
American comic TV actor and game-show host.

Mariah Carey (27 Mar 1970, Huntington, Long Is-
land, NY), American pop singer.

Peter (Philip) Carey (7 May 1943, Bacchus Marsh,
VIC, Australia), Australian author.

Carl XVI Gustaf (Carl Gustaf Folke Hubertus; 30 Apr
1946, Stockholm, Sweden), Swedish royal; king
from 1973.

Lennart (Axel Edvard) Carleson (18 Mar 1928, Stock-
holm, Sweden), Swedish mathematician; recipient
of the 2006 Abel Prize.

Robert A. Caro (30 Oct 1935, New York NY), Ameri-
can biographer.

Caroline (Caroline Louise Margaret Grimaldi; 23 Jan
1957, Monte Carlo, Monaco), Monegasque
princess, the elder daughter of Prince Rainier IlI
and Princess Grace.

Alain (Frédéric) Carpentier (11 Aug 1933, Toulouse,
France), French cardiovascular surgeon; recipient
of a 2007 Lasker Medical Prize.

Steve(n John) Carrell (16 Aug 1962, Concord MA),
American comic actor.

Jim Carrey (James Eugene Carrey; 17 Jan 1962, New-
market, ON, Canada), Canadian-born American
comic actor.

Edwin W. Carrington (1938, Tobago, British West In-
dies [now in Trinidad and Tobago]), Trinidadian in-
ternational official; secretary-general of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) from 1992.

Jimmy Carter (James Earl Carter, Jr; 1 Oct 1924,
Plains GA), American statesman; 39th president of
the US, 1977-81, and recipient of the 2002 Nobel
Peace Prize.

Marsh(all N.) Carter (1940, Washington DC?), Ameri-
can corporate executive; chairman of the New York
Stock Exchange from 2005.

David Caruso (7 Jan 1956, Forest Hills NY), American
actor.

James Carville, Jr. (25 Oct 1944, Carville LA), Ameri-
can political strategist and commentator.

George W. Casey, Jr. (22 Jul 1948, Sendai, Japan),
American military officer; chief of staff of the US
Army from 2007.

Fidel (Alejandro) Castro (Ruz) (13 Aug 1926, near
Biran, Holguin province, Cuba), Cuban revolution-
ary; leader of Cuba, 1959-2008; he became a
symbol of communist revolution in Latin America.

Ratil (Modesto) Castro (Ruz) (3 Jun 1931, near Biran,
Holguin province, Cuba), Cuban revolutionary
leader and politician; acting president of Cuba from
20086, following the iliness of his brother Fidel, and
president from 2008.

Helio Castroneves (10 May 1975, Sao Paulo, Brazil),
Brazilian race-car driver.

Kim Cattrall (21 Aug 1956, Liverpool, England),
British-born film and TV actress.

Anibal (Anténio) Cavaco Silva (15 Jul 1939,
Boliqueime, Algarve, Portugal), Portuguese politi-
cian; prime minister, 1985-95, and president from
2006.

Roberto Cavalli (15 Nov 1940, Florence, Italy), Italian
fashion designer.

Michael Cera (7 Jun 1988, Brampton, ON, Canada),
Canadian actor.

Vinton G(ray) Cerf (23 Jun 1943, New Haven CT),
American computer scientist known as the “father
of the Internet”; recipient of a Japan Prize in
2008.

Michael Chabon (24 May 1963, Washington DC),
American novelist and short-story writer.

Riccardo Chailly (20 Feb 1953, Milan, Italy), Italian
orchestra conductor; music director of the Leipzig
Opera, 2005-08, and Leipzig's Gewandhaus Or-
chestra from 2005.

Martin Chalfie (15? Jan 1947, Chicago IL), American
chemist; corecipient of the 2008 Nobel Prize for
Chemistry.

John T. Chambers (23 Aug 1949, Cleveland OH),
American corporate executive; president and CEO
of Cisco Systems, Inc., from 1997.

Jackie Chan (Chan Kwong-Sang; 7 Apr 1954, Hong
Kong), Chinese actor and director of martial arts
films.

Margaret Chan (1947, Hong Kong), Hong Kong-born
public health officer; director general of the World
Health Organization from 2006.

Elaine L. Chao (26 Mar 1953, Taipei, Taiwan), Ameri-
can government official; secretary of labor,
2001-09.

Manu Chao (José-Manuel Thomas Arthur Chao; 21
Jun 1961, Paris, France), French-born Spanish rock
musician.

Dave Chappelle (David Chappelle; 24 Aug 1973,
Washington DC), American film and TV comedian
and actor.

Jean Charest (John James Charest; 24 Jun 1958,
Sherbrooke, QC, Canada), French Canadian politi-
cian; leader of the Quebec Liberal Party from 1998
and premier of Quebec from 2003.

Charles (Charles Philip Arthur George Mountbatten-
Windsor; 14 Nov 1948, Buckingham Palace, Lon-
don, England), British prince of Wales; the eldest
son of Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip, duke of
Edinburgh; and heir apparent to the throne.

David Chase (David DeCesare; 22 Aug 1945, Mount
Vernon NY), American TV writer, producer, and di-
rector.

Hugo Chavez (Frias) (28 Jul 1954, Sabaneta,
Venezuela), Venezuelan military leader and politi-
cian; president of Venezuela from 1999.

Don Cheadle (29 Nov 1964, Kansas City MO), Ameri-
can film and TV actor.

Chen Shui-bian (Ch’en Shui-pian; 18 Feb 1951,
Hsichuang village, Tainan county, Taiwan), Tai-
wanese politician and president, 2000-08.

Dick Cheney (Richard Bruce Cheney; 30 Jan 1941,
Lincoln NE), American politician (Republican); US
secretary of defense, 1989-93, and vice presi-
dent, 2001-09.

Michael Chertoff (28 Nov 1953, Elizabeth NJ), Amer-
ican attorney; secretary of homeland security,
2005-09.

Robert Kipkoech Cheruiyot (26 Sep 1978, Eldoret,
Kenya), Kenyan long-distance runner.

Kenny Chesney (26 Mar 1968, Luttrell TN), American
country-and-western singer.

Judy Chicago (Judy Cohen; 20 Jul 1939, Chicago IL),
American artist.

Dale Chihuly (20 Sep 1941, Tacoma WA), American
glass artist.

Fujio Cho (1937, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese corporate
executive; chairman of Toyota Motor Corp. from
2005.

Deepak Chopra (22 Oct 1946, New Delhi, British
India), Indian-born American endocrinologist, alter-
native-medicine advocate, and best-selling author.

Choummaly Sayasone (6 Mar 1936, Attapu province,
French Indochina [now in Laos]), Laotian political
official; general secretary of the Lao People’s Revo-
lutionary Party from 2006, and president from
2006.
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Chow Yun-Fat (Zhou Runfa; 18 May 1955, Lamma ls-
land, Hong Kong), Hong Kong actor.

Julie (Frances) Christie (14 Apr 1941, Chukua,
Assam, British India), British film actress.

Dimitris Christofias (29 Aug 1946, Kato Dhikomo,
British Cyprus), Cypriot politician; president of
Cyprus from 2008.

Steven Chu (28 Feb 1948, St. Louis MO), American
physicist; corecipient of the 1997 Nobel Prize for
Physics; US secretary of energy from 2009.

Ralph J(ohn) Cicerone (2 May 1943, New Castle PA),
American electrical engineer and atmospheric sci-
entist; president of the National Academy of Sci-
ences from 2005.

Sandra Cisneros (20 Dec 1954, Chicago IL), Ameri-
can short-story writer and poet.

Tom Clancy (Thomas L. Clancy, Jr.; 12 Apr 1947, Bal-
timore MD), American best-selling novelist.

Eric Clapton (Eric Patrick Clapp; 30 Mar 1945, Ripley,
Surrey, England), British guitarist, singer, and song-
writer.

Helen Clark (26 Feb 1950, Hamilton, New Zealand),
New Zealand politician (Labour); prime minister,
1999-2008.

Kelly Clarkson (24 Apr 1982, Burleson TX), American
pop singer.

Patricia (Davies) Clarkson (29 Dec 1959, New Or-
leans LA), American stage, film, and TV actress.
John (Marwood) Cleese (27 Oct 1939, Weston-super-

Mare, England), British comic actor.

Nick Clegg (Nicholas William Peter Clegg; 7 Jan
1967, Chalfont St. Giles, Buckinghamshire, Eng-
land), British politician and MP; leader of the Lib-
eral Democrats from 2007.

Van Cliburn (Harvey Lavan Cliburn, Jr.; 12 Jul 1934,
Shreveport LA), American pianist.

Lucille Clifton (27 Jun 1936, Depew NY), American
poet; recipient of the 2007 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize.
Bill Clinton (William Jefferson Blythe Ill; 19 Aug 1946,
Hope AR), American statesman; 42nd president of

the US, 1993-2001.

Hillary Rodham Clinton (Hillary Diane Rodham; 26
Oct 1947, Chicago IL), American politician (Democ-
rat); senator from New York, 2001-09, unsuccess-
ful candidate for president in 2008, and US secre-
tary of state from 2009; wife of US Pres. Bill
Clinton.

George Clooney (6 May 1961, Lexington KY), Ameri-
can film and TV actor.

Chuck Close (Charles Thomas Close; 5 Jul 1940,
Monroe WA), American Photo-realist painter.

Glenn Close (19 Mar 1947, Greenwich CT), American
actress.

G(erald) Wayne Clough (24 Sep 1941, Douglas GA),
American educator and executive; secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution from 2008.

Diablo Cody (Brooke Busey; 14 Jun 1978, Chicago
IL), American stripper-turned-writer; author of the
screenplay for the film Juno (2007).

Paulo Coelho (24 Aug 1947, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil),
Brazilian novelist.

Ethan Coen (21 Sep 1958, St. Louis Park MN), Amer-
ican filmmaker.

Joel Coen (29 Nov 1955, St. Louis Park MN), Ameri-
can filmmaker.

J(ohn) M(axwell) Coetzee (9 Feb 1940, Cape Town,
Union of South Africa), South African novelist and
critic; recipient of the 2003 Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture.

Leonard Cohen (21 Sep 1934, Montreal, QC,
Canada), Canadian singer and songwriter.

Stephen Colbert (13 May 1964, Charleston SC),
American TV commentator and satirist; host of The
Colbert Report from 2005.

Ornette Coleman (9 Mar 1930, Fort Worth TX), Amer-
ican jazz saxophonist, composer, and bandleader;
his Sound Grammar won the 2007 Pulitzer Prize
for music.

Pierluigi Collina (13 Feb 1960, Bologna, Italy), Italian
association football (soccer) referee.

Billy Collins (1941, New York NY), American poet;
poet laureate of the US, 2001-03.

Francis S. Collins (14 Apr 1950, Staunton VA), Amer-
ican physician, geneticist, and medical administra-
tor; director of the National Institutes of Health
from 2009.

Marva Collins (Marva Delores Knight; 31 Aug 1936,
Monroeville AL), American educator.

Alan Colmes (24 Sep 1950, Long Island NY), Ameri-
can liberal journalist and commentator on radio

_andTV.

Alvaro Colom (Caballeros) (15 Jun 1951, Guatemala
City, Guatemala), Guatemalan politician (National
Union for Hope); president from 2008.

Sean Combs (“Puffy”; Puff Daddy; P. Diddy; Diddy; 4
Nov 1970, Harlem, New York NY), American rap
artist, impresario, fashion mogul, and actor.

Common (Lonnie Rashid Lynn, Jr.; Common Sense;
13 Mar 1972, Chicago IL), American hip-hop artist
and actor.

Blaise Compaoré (1951, Ziniane, Upper Volta [now
Burkina Faso]), Burkinabe politician; president of
Burkina Faso from 1987.

Jennifer Connelly (12 Dec 1970, Round Top NY),
American fashion model and film actress.

(Thomas) Sean Connery (25 Aug 1930, Edinburgh,
Scotland), Scottish film actor.

Alberto Contador (6 Dec 1982, Pinto, Spain), Span-
ish cyclist; winner of the 2007 and 2009 Tours de
France.

James T. Conway (26 Dec 1947, Walnut Ridge AR),
American military officer; commandant of the US
Marine Corps from 2006.

Dane (Jeffrey) Cook (18 Mar 1972, Boston MA),
American comedian and actor.

Anderson (Hays) Cooper (3 Jun 1967, New York NY),
American TV journalist.

Bradley Cooper (5 Jan 1975, Philadephia PA), Ameri-
can TV and film actor.

Chris(topher W.) Cooper (9 Jul 1951, Kansas City
MO), American film and TV actor.

Cynthia Cooper (14 Apr 1963, Chicago IL), American
basketball player and coach.

Francis Ford Coppola (7 Apr 1939, Detroit MI), Amer-
ican film director, writer, and producer.

Sofia Coppola (14 May 1971, New York NY), Ameri-
can film director, writer, actress, and designer;
daughter of director Francis Ford Coppola.

Chick Corea (Armando Anthony Corea; 12 Jun 1941,
Chelsea MA), American jazz pianist, composer, and
bandleader.

Patricia Cornwell (Patricia Daniels; 9 Jun 1956,
Miami FL), American author of mystery novels.

Rafael (Vicente) Correa (Delgado) (6 Apr 1963,
Guayaquil, Ecuador), Ecuadorian politician; presi-
dent from 2007.

Carlos Correia (6 Nov 1933, Bissau, Portuguese
Guinea [now Guinea-Bissau]), Guinea-Bissauan
politician; prime minister, 2008-09.

Jon (Stevens) Corzine (1 Jan 1947, Willey's Station
IL), American politician (Democrat); senator from
New Jersey, 2001-06, and governor from 2006.
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Bill Cosby (William Henry Cosby, Jr.; 12 Jul 1937,
Philadelphia PA), American comedian and actor.
Bob Costas (Robert Quinlan Costas; 22 Mar 1952,
New York NY), American TV sportscaster and host.
Kevin (Michael) Costner (18 Jan 1955, Lynwood CA),

American film actor and director.

Marion Cotillard (30 Sep 1975, Paris, France), French
actress.

Pascal Couchepin (5 Apr 1942, Martigny, Switzer-
land), Swiss politician; president, 2003, and
2008-09.

Tom Coughlin (Thomas Richard Coughlin; 31 Aug
1946, Waterloo NY), American football coach.

David Coulthard (27 Mar 1971, Twynholm, Scotland),
British Formula 1 race-car driver.

Katie Couric (7 Jan 1957, Arlington VA), American TV
talk-show host and news anchor.

Simon (Phillip) Cowell (7 Oct 1959, Brighton, East
Sussex, England), British record producer and TV
personality; a judge on the American Idol show
(from 2002).

Brian Cowen (Irish: Brian O Comhain; 10 Jan 1960,
Tullamore, County Offaly, Ireland), Irish politician
(Fianna Fail); prime minister from 2008.

Christopher Cox (16 Oct 1952, St. Paul MN), Ameri-
can politician (Republican); chairman of the US Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, 2005-09.

Tony Cragg (1949, Liverpool, England), British sculp-
tor and installation artist; recipient of a Praemium
Imperiale in 2007.

Daniel (Wroughton) Craig (2 Mar 1968, Chester,
Cheshire, England), British stage and movie actor
who played James Bond in films from 2006.

Bryan Cranston (7 Mar 1956, San Fernando Valley,
California), American actor.

Charlie Crist (Charles Joseph Crist, Jr.; 24 Jul 1956,
Altoona PA), American politician (Republican); gov-
ernor of Florida from 2007.

Stanley Crouch (14 Dec 1945, Los Angeles CA),
American journalist and critic.

Sheryl Crow (11 Feb 1962, Kennett MO), American
singer-songwriter.

Russell (Ira) Crowe (7 Apr 1964, Wellington, New
Zealand), New Zealand-born Australian film actor.

Tom Cruise (Thomas Cruise Mapother IV; 3 Jul 1962,
Syracuse NY), American actor.

Gastdao Cruz (20 Jul 1941, Faro, Portugal), Por-
tuguese poet and literary critic.

Nilo Cruz (19627, Matanzas, Cuba), Cuban-born
American playwright.

Penélope Cruz (Sanchez) (28 Apr 1974, Madrid,
Spain), Spanish film actress.

Branko Crvenkovski (12 Oct 1962, Sarajevo, Yu-
goslavia [now in Bosnia and Herzegovina]), Mace-
donian politician; prime minister, 1992-98 and
2002-04, and president, 2004-09.

Jamie Cullum (20 Aug 1979, Essex, England), British
pop, jazz, and rock pianist and vocalist.

Chet Culver (Chester John Culver; 25 Jan 1966,
Washington DC), American politician (Democrat);
governor of lowa from 2007.

Joan Cusack (11 Oct 1962, New York NY), American
film and TV actress.

John (Paul) Cusack (28 Jun 1966, Evanston IL),
American film actor.

Mirko Cvetkovic (16 Aug 1950, Zajecar, Yugoslavia
[now in Serbia]), Serbian politician; prime minister
from 2008.

Miley (Ray) Cyrus (Destiny Hope Cyrus; 23 Nov 1992,
Franklin TN), American TV (Hannah Montana) and
film actress and singer.

Dalai Lama (the 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso;
original name Lhamo Dhondrub; 6 Jul 1935, Tak-
ster, Amdo province, Tibet [now Tsinghai
province, China]), Tibetan spiritual leader (en-
throned in 1940) and ruler-in-exile; head of the Ti-
betan Buddhists; recipient of the 1989 Nobel
Peace Prize.

Richard M(ichael) Daley (24 Apr 1942, Chicago IL),
American politician (Democrat); mayor of Chicago
from 1989.

Matt(hew Page) Damon (8 Oct 1970, Cambridge
MA), American film actor.

Claire (Catherine) Danes (12 Apr 1979, New York
NY), American actress.

Mitch(ell Elais) Daniels, Jr. (7 Apr 1949, Mononga-
hela PA), American businessman and politician (Re-
publican); director of the US Office of Management
and Budget, 2001-03, and governor of Indiana
from 2005.

Edwidge Danticat (19 Jan 1969, Port-au-Prince,
Haiti), Haitian-born American author.

Larry David (2 Jul 1947, Brooklyn NY), American
actor and writer.

Mario Davidovsky (4 Mar 1934, Médanos, Buenos
Aires, Argentina), Argentine-born American com-
poser of electronic and electroacoustic works.

Terry Davis (Terence Anthony Gordon Davis; 5 Jan
1938, Stourbridge, West Midlands, England),
British politician (Labour) and international execu-
tive; secretary-general of the Council of Europe
from 2004.

Patrick Day (13 Oct 1953, Brush CO), American
jockey.

Daniel (Michael Blake) Day-Lewis (29 Apr 1957, Lon-
don, England), British film actor.

Jaap de Hoop Scheffer (Jakob Gijsbert de Hoop
Scheffer; 3 Apr 1948, Amsterdam, Netherlands),
Dutch international official; secretary-general of
NATO, 2004-09.

Danielle de Niese (1980, Melbourne, VIC, Australia),
Australian-born American operatic soprano.

Robert De Niro (17 Aug 1943, New York NY), Ameri-
can film actor.

Howard (Brush) Dean Il (17 Nov 1948, New York
NY), American physician and politician (Democ-
rat); governor of Vermont, 1991-2003, and chair-
man of the Democratic National Committee,
2005-09.

Idriss Déby Itno (1952, Fada, Chad, French Equator-
ial Africa [now in Chad]), Chadian politician; presi-
dent from 1990.

Ellen DeGeneres (26 Jan 1958, Metairie LA), Ameri-
can comedian and TV personality.

John P. deJongh, Jr. (13 Nov 1957, St. Thomas, US
Virgin Islands), Virgin Islander politician (Democ-
rat); governor of the US Virgin Islands from 2007.

Benicio Del Toro (19 Feb 1967, San Turce, Puerto
Rico), American film actor.

Bertrand Delanoé (30 May 1950, Tunis, French
Tunisia), French politician (Socialist); mayor of Paris
from 2001.

Don DelLillo (20 Nov 1936, New York NY), American
postmodernist novelist.

Michael S. Dell (23 Feb 1965, Houston TX), American
businessman; founder of Dell Computer Corp. and
its CEO, 1984-2004 and again from 2007.

Yelena (Vyacheslavovna) Dementyeva (15 Oct 1981,
Moscow, USSR [now in Russia]), Russian tennis
player.

Patrick Dempsey (13 Jan 1966, Lewiston ME), Amer-
ican film and TV actor.
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Judi Dench (Judith Olivia Dench; 9 Dec 1934, York,
England), British stage, TV, and film actress.

Carl Dennis (17 Sep 1939, St. Louis MO), American
poet.

Nick Denton (24 Aug 1966, Hampstead, London,
England), British founder of Gawker Media.

Johnny Depp (John Christopher Depp II; 9 Jun 1963,
Owensboro KY), American film actor.

Kiran Desai (3 Sep 1971, New Delhi, India), Indian-
born American novelist; her The Inheritance of Loss
won the 2006 Booker Prize.

Bernard d’Espagnat (22 Aug 1921, Fourmagnac,
France), French physicist and philosopher of sci-
ence; recipient of the 2009 Templeton Prize.

Frankie Dettori (Lanfranco Dettori; 15 Dec 1970,
Milan, Italy), Italian-born English jockey.

Darrell Dexter (10 Sep 1957, Halifax, NS, Canada),
Canadian politician (Nova Scotia New Democratic
Party); premier of Nova Scotia from 2009.

Cameron (Michelle) Diaz (30 Aug 1972, San Diego
CA), American model and actress.

Junot Diaz (31 Dec 1968, Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic), Dominican-born American writer; his
novel The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao won
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.

Kate DiCamillo (25 Mar 1965, Philadelphia PA),
American author of children’s books.

Leonardo (Wilhelm) DiCaprio (11 Nov 1974, Los An-
geles CA), American film actor.

Joan Didion (5 Dec 1934, Sacramento CA), American
author and journalist.

Vin Diesel (Mark Vincent; 18 Jul 1967, New York NY),
American film actor.

Matt Dillon (18 Feb 1964, New Rochelle NY), Ameri-
can film actor.

Jamie Dimon (James Dimon; 13 Mar 1956, New
York NY), American executive; president (from
2004) and CEO (from 2005) of JPMorgan Chase &
Co.

Fatou Diome (1968, Niodior island, Senegal), Sene-
galese French-language novelist.

Céline Dion (30 Mar 1968, Charlemagne, QC,
Canada), French Canadian pop singer.

Stéphane Dion (28 Sep 1955, Quebec city, QC,
Canada), Canadian politician; leader of the Liberal
Party of Canada from 2007.

El Hadj Diouf (15 Jan 1981, Dakar, Senegal),
Senegalese association football (soccer) star for
French clubs and for the Senegalese national
team.

Jacques Diouf (1 Aug 1938, Saint-Louis, French West
Africa [now in Senegal]), Senegalese international
official; director general of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the UN from 1994.

Milo Djukanovic (15 Feb 1962, Niksic, Yugoslavia
[now in Montenegro]), Montenegrin politician; pres-
ident of Montenegro, 1998-2002, and prime min-
ister, 2003-06 and again from 2008.

Lou Dobbs (24 Sep 1945, Childress TX), American
business journalist and TV anchorman.

E(dgar) L(aurence) Doctorow (6 Jan 1931, New York
NY), American novelist.

Christopher J(ohn) Dodd (27 May 1944, Willimantic
CT), American politician (Democrat); senator from
Connecticut from 1981.

Gary Doer (31 Mar 1948, Winnipeg, MB, Canada),
Canadian politician (New Democratic Party); pre-
mier of Manitoba from 1999.

Timothy M(ichael) Dolan (6 Feb 1950, St. Louis MO),
American Roman Catholic church leader; arch-
bishop of New York from 2009.

Domenico Dolce (13 Aug 1958, Polizzi Generosa,
near Palermo, ltaly), Italian fashion designer and
partner of Stefano Gabbana.

Valdis Dombrovskis (5 Aug 1971, Riga, Latvia), Lat-
vian politician, prime minister of Latvia from 2009.

Placido Domingo (21 Jan 1941, Madrid, Spain),
Spanish-born Mexican operatic tenor.

John (Joseph) Donahoe Il (1960, US?), American ex-
ecutive; president and CEO of eBay from 2008.

Vincent (Phillip) D’Onofrio (30 Jul 1959, Brooklyn
NY), American TV and film actor.

Shaun Donovan (24 Jan 1966, New York NY), Ameri-
can architect and government official; US secretary
of housing and urban development from 2009.

Jack Dorsey (4 Apr 1977, St. Louis MO), American en-
trepreneur; cofounder of Twitter.

José Eduardo dos Santos (28 Aug 1942, Luanda, Por-
tuguese Angola), Angolan statesman and president
from 1979.

Denzil L. Douglas (14 Jan 1953, St. Paul's, Saint
Kitts, British West Indies [now in Saint Kitts and
Nevis]), West Indian politician; prime minister of
Saint Kitts and Nevis from 1995.

James H. Douglas (21 Jun 1951, Springfield MA),
American politician (Republican); governor of Ver-
mont from 2003.

Michael Douglas (25 Sep 1944, New Brunswick NJ),
American film actor and producer.

Rita (Frances) Dove (28 Aug 1952, Akron OH), Amer-
ican writer and teacher; poet laureate of the US,
1993-95.

Maureen Dowd (14 Jan 1952, Washington DC),
American journalist and op-ed columnist for the
New York Times.

Robert Downey, Jr. (4 Apr 1965, New York NY), Amer-
ican actor.

Jim Doyle (James Edward Doyle; 23 Nov 1945, Wash-
ington DC), American politician (Democrat); gover-
nor of Wisconsin from 2003.

Dr. Dre (Andre Young; 18 Feb 1965, Los Angeles CA),
American rap musician and impresario, considered
a pioneer of gangsta rap.

Stacy Dragila (Stacy Mikaelson; 25 Mar 1971,
Auburn CA), American pole vaulter.

Deborah Drattell (1956, Brooklyn NY), American
composer of operas.

Paquito D'Rivera (Francisco Dejesus Rivera; 4 Jun
1948, Havana, Cuba), Cuban-born American jazz
reed player and Afro-Cuban bandleader.

Didier Drogba (11 Mar 1978, Abidjan, Cote d’lvoire),
Ivorian association football (soccer) player; he was
voted African Footballer of the Year for 2006.

Matt Drudge (27 Oct 1967), American Internet jour-
nalist; editor of the Drudge Report.

Nicanor Duarte (Frutos) (11 Oct 1956, Coronel
Oviedo, Paraguay), Paraguayan politician; presi-
dent, 2003-08.

David (William) Duchovny (7 Aug 1960, New York
NY), American TV and film actor.

Gustavo (Adolfo) Dudamel (Ramirez) (26 Jan 1981,
Barquisimeto, Venezuela), Venezuelan conductor;
music director of the Goteborg (Sweden) Symphony
Orchestra from 2007 and the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic from 2009.

Hilary (Ann Lisa) Duff (28 Sep 1987, Houston TX),
American TV and film actress and pop singer.

Carol Ann Duffy (23 Dec 1955, Glasgow, Scotland),
British poet; first woman to serve as poet laureate
of Britain, from 2009.

Mike Duke (Michael T. Duke), American corporate ex-
ecutive; president and CEO of Wal-Mart from 2009.
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Sarah Dunant (8 Aug 1950, London, England), British
crime and historical novelist, broadcaster, and critic.

Arne Duncan (6 Nov 1964, Chicago IL), American ed-
ucation administrator; US secretary of education
from 2009.

Tim(othy Theodore) Duncan (25 Apr 1976, St. Croix,
US Virgin Islands), American basketball player.

Ronnie Gene Dunn (1 Jun 1953, Coleman TX), Amer-
ican country-and-western singer (for Brooks &
Dunn).

Kirsten (Caroline) Dunst (30 Apr 1982, Point Pleas-
ant NJ), American film actress.

Ann E. Dunwoody (January 1953, Fort Belvoir VA), US
general; first woman to reach (2008) four-star sta-
tus in the US military.

Robert Duvall (5 Jan 1931, San Diego CA), American
actor, producer, and screenwriter.

Bob Dylan (Robert Allen Zimmerman; 24 May 1941,
Duluth MN), American singer and songwriter; he re-
ceived a special citation from the Pulitzer Prize
committee in 2008.

Esther Dyson (14 Jul 1951, Zurich, Switzerland),
American economist and journalist specializing in
computer and cyberspace issues.

Freeman (John) Dyson (15 Dec 1923, Crowthorne,
Berkshire, England), British-born American physi-
cist and educator; recipient of the 2000 Templeton
Prize.

James Dyson (2 May 1947, Cromer, Norfolk, Eng-
land), British inventor.

Steve Earle (Stephen Fain Earle; 17 Jan 1955, Fort
Monroe VA), American country singer, guitarist, and
songwriter.

(Ralph) Dale Earnhardt, Jr. (10 Oct 1974, Concord
NC), American NASCAR race-car driver.

Michael F(rancis) Easley (23 Mar 1950, Nash county
NC), American politician (Democrat); governor of
North Carolina, 2001-09.

Clint(on) Eastwood, Jr. (31 May 1930, San Francisco
CA), American film actor and moviemaker.

Martin Eberhard (15 May 1960, Berkeley CA), Ameri-
can entrepreneur and cofounder of Tesla Motors.
Roger Ebert (18 Jun 1942, Urbana IL), American film

critic.

Marcelo (Luis) Ebrard (Casaubon) (10 Oct 1959,
Mexico City, Mexico), Mexican politician (Party of
the Democratic Revolution); head of government of
the Federal District (mayor of Mexico City) from
2006.

Umberto Eco (5 Jan 1932, Alessandria, ltaly), Italian
literary critic, novelist, and semiotician.

Marian Wright Edelman (6 Jun 1939, Bennettsville
SC), American attorney and civil rights advocate
who founded the Children’s Defense Fund.

Edward (Edward Anthony Richard Louis Mountbatten-
Windsor; 10 Mar 1964, Buckingham Palace, Lon-
don, England), British prince; third son of Queen
Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip, duke of Edinburgh;
and earl of Wessex.

John Edwards (10 Jun 1953, Seneca SC), American
politician (Democrat); senator from North Carolina,
1999-2005.

Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi (1 Mar 1938, Samoa?),
Samoan royal; O le Ao o le Malo (elective monarch)
from 2007.

Zac Efron (18 Oct 1987, San Luis Obispo CA), Ameri-
can TV and film actor.

Edward Michael Cardinal Egan (2 Apr 1932, Oak
Park IL), American Roman Catholic church leader;
archbishop of New York, 2000-09, and cardinal
from 2001.

Dave Eggers (8 Jan 1970, Chicago IL), American au-
thor, screenwriter, and graphic artist; founder and
editor of McSweeney’s, a journal and Web site,
from 1998.

Michael D(ammann) Eisner (7 Mar 1942, Mount
Kisco NY), American corporate executive; CEO and
chairman of the Walt Disney Co., 1984-2004.

Hicham El Guerrouj (14 Sep 1974, Berkane, Mo-
rocco), Moroccan distance runner who set several
world records.

Mohamed EIBaradei (Muhammad al-Baradei; 17 Jun
1942, Cairo, Egypt), Egyptian international official;
director general of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, 1997-2009.

Carmen Electra (Tara Leigh Patrick; 20 Apr 1972,
Sharonville OH), American model, TV actress, and
celebrity.

Olafur Eliasson (1967, Copenhagen, Denmark), Dan-
ish installation artist.

Elizabeth Il (Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor; 21
Apr 1926, London, England), British royal; queen of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from 1952.

George F(rancis) R(ayner) Ellis (11 Aug 1939, Johan-
nesburg, Union of South Africa), South African ap-
plied mathematician and professor; recipient of the
2004 Templeton Prize.

Lawrence J(oseph) Ellison (17 Aug 1944, Chicago IL),
American corporate executive; founder and CEO of
Oracle Corp. from 1977.

James Ellroy (Lee Earle Ellroy; 4 Mar 1948, Los An-
geles CA), American mystery writer.

Ernie Els (Theodore Ernest Els; 17 Oct 1969, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa), South African golfer.

Rahm Emanuel (29 Nov 1959, Chicago IL), American
politician (Democrat); congressman from lllinois,
2003-09, and White House chief of staff from
2009.

Eminem (Marshall Bruce Mathers Ill; 17 Oct 1973,
St. Joseph MO), American hip-hop artist.

Emmanuel Il Delly (Emmanuel-Karim Delly; 6 Oct
1927, Telkaif, Iraq), Iraqi churchman; patriarch of
Babylonia and the Chaldeans (leader of the
Chaldean Catholic Church) from 2003 and Roman
Catholic cardinal from 2007.

Nambaryn Enhbayar (1 Jun 1958, Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia), Mongolian politician (People’s Revolu-
tionary Party); prime minister, 2000-04, and
president of the Great Hural (parliament) from
2005.

Anne Enright (11 Oct 1962, Dublin, Ireland), Irish
writer; her novel The Gathering was awarded the
2007 Man Booker Prize.

Enya (Eithne Ni Bhraonain; 17 May 1961, Gweedore,
County Donegal, Ireland), Irish New Age singer.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan (26 Feb 1954, Istanbul,
Turkey), Turkish politician (Justice and Development
Party); prime minister from 2003.

Patricia Espinosa Cantellano (21 Oct 1958, Mexico
City, Mexico), Mexican diplomat and government of-
ficial; secretary of foreign affairs from 2006.

Melissa Etheridge (29 May 1961, Leavenworth KS),
American rock singer and songwriter.

Robin Eubanks (25 Oct 1955, Philadelphia PA),
American jazz trombone player.

Richard D. Fairbank (18 Sep 1950, Menlo Park CA),
American corporate executive; founder, chair-
man, and CEO of Capital One Financial Corp. from
1988.

Edie Falco (Edith Falco; 5 Jul 1963, Brooklyn NY),
American film and TV actress.
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Jimmy Fallon (James Thomas Fallon, Jr.; 19 Sep
1974, Brooklyn NY), American comedian and talk-
show host.

(Hannah) Dakota Fanning (23 Feb 1994, Conyers
GA), American child film actress.

Abdirahman Mohamed Farole (1945, Italian Soma-
liland [now in Somalia]), Somali politician; presi-
dent of the secessionist republic of Puntland from
2009.

Louis (Abdul) Farrakhan (Louis Eugene Walcott; 11
May 1933, Bronx NY), American leader of the Na-
tion of Islam (Black Muslims) from 1978.

Colin (James) Farrell (31 May 1976, Dublin, Ireland),
Irish actor.

Suzanne Farrell (Roberta Sue Ficker; 16 Aug 1945,
Cincinnati OH), American ballet dancer.

Justin Fatica (19807, Erie PA), American Catholic
youth evangelist; founder (2002) of the Hard as
Nails Ministry to bring students to Christ.

Anthony S(tephen) Fauci (24 Dec 1940, Brooklyn
NY), American public-health physician and AIDS re-
searcher; director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases from 1984; recipient of a
Lasker Medical Award in 2007.

(Catharine) Drew Gilpin Faust (18 Sep 1947, New
York NY), American educator and historian; presi-
dent of Harvard University from 2007.

Brett (Lorenzo) Favre (10 Oct 1969, Kiln MS), Ameri-
can pro football quarterback.

Salam Fayyad (1952, near Tulkarm, Jordan [West
Bank]), Palestinian politician (Third Way); prime
minister of the Palestinian Authority from 2007.

Roger Federer (8 Aug 1981, Basel, Switzerland),
Swiss tennis player who has won the most Grand
Slam tournaments in men'’s professional tennis his-
tory.

Russ(ell Dana) Feingold (2 Mar 1953, Janesville WI),
American politician (Democrat); senator from Wis-
consin from 1993.

Felipe (Felipe de Borbdon y Grecia; 30 Jan 1968,
Madrid, Spain), Spanish royal, prince of Asturias,
and heir to the Spanish throne.

Eddie Fenech Adami (7 Feb 1934, Birkirkara, Malta),
Maltese politician; prime minister, 1987-96 and
1998-2004, and president, 2004-09.

Dennis Fentie (8 Nov 1950, Edmonton, AB, Canada),
Canadian businessman and politician (Yukon
Party); premier of Yukon from 2002.

Craig Ferguson (17 May 1962, Glasgow, Scotland),
British film and TV actor; host of TV's The Late Late
Show from 2005.

Sarah (Margaret) Ferguson (15 Oct 1959, London,
England), British celebrity; duchess of York after
her marriage (23 Jul 1986) to Prince Andrew; they
divorced in 1996.

Cristina (Elisabet) Fernandez (Wilhelm) de Kirchner
(19 Feb 1953, La Plata, Argentina), Argentine politi-
cian; president, following her husband, Néstor
Kirchner, from 2007.

Leonel Fernandez (Reyna) (26 Dec 1953, Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic), Dominican politi-
cian; president, 1996-2000 and again from 2004.

Gil de Ferran (11 Nov 1967, Paris, France), French-
born Brazilian race-car driver.

(John) Will(iam) Ferrell (16 Jul 1967, Irvine CA),
American comedian and actor.

America (Georgine) Ferrera (18 Apr 1984, Los Ange-
les CA), American film and TV actress.

Tina Fey (Elizabeth Stamatina Fey; 18 May 1970,
Upper Darby PA), American comedian, writer, and
actress.

Robert Fico (15 Sep 1964, Topolcany, Czechoslova-
kia [now in Slovakial), Slovak politician (Social De-
mocrat); prime minister from 2006.

Sally (Margaret) Field (6 Nov 1946, Pasadena CA),
American comic and dramatic actress.

Ralph (Nathaniel) Fiennes (22 Dec 1962, Suffolk,
England), British dramatic actor.

Harvey (Forbes) Fierstein (6 Jun 1954, Brooklyn NY),
American playwright and actor.

Francois Fillon (4 Mar 1954, LeMans, France),
French politician; prime minister from 2007.

David (Leo) Fincher (28 Aug 1962, Denver CO), Amer-
ican film director.

Harvey V. Fineberg (15 Sep 1945, Pittsburgh PA),
American public-health physician and medical ad-
ministrator; president of the Institute of Medicine
from 2002.

Carly Fiorina (Cara Carleton Sneed; 6 Sep 1954,
Austin TX), American corporate executive and polit-
ical adviser; president and CEO of Hewlett-Packard,
1999-2005, and chairman, 2000-05.

Heinz Fischer (9 Oct 1938, Graz, Austria), Austrian
politician (Social Democrat); president from 2004.

Jan Fischer (2 Jan 1951, Prague, Czechoslovakia
[now in the Czech Republic]), Czech politician;
prime minister from 2009.

Allison Fisher (24 Feb 1968, Cheshunt, Hertford-
shire, England), British pocket-billiards cham-
pion.

Isla (Lang) Fisher (3 Feb 1976, Muscat, Oman),
British film actress.

Benigno (Repeki) Fitial (27 Nov 1945, Saipan, North-
ern Mariana Islands), Northern Marianas politician
(Covenant Party); governor of the Northern Mariana
Islands from 2006.

Patrick Fitzgerald (22 Dec 1960, New York NY),
American special prosecutor in a number of high-
profile cases.

Tim Flannery (28 Jan 1956, Melbourne, VIC, Aus-
tralia), Australian zoologist and environmentalist;
he was named Australian of the Year for 2007.

Leon Fleisher (23 Jul 1928, San Francisco CA), Ameri-
can pianist; recipient of a 2007 Kennedy Center
Honor.

Renée Fleming (14 Feb 1959, Indiana PA), American
operatic soprano.

Juan Diego Flérez (13 Jan 1973, Lima, Peru), Peru-
vian bel canto tenor.

Carlisle Floyd (11 Jun 1926, Latta SC), American
opera composer and librettist.

Ken Follett (pseudonyms Zachary Stone and Simon
Myles; 5 Jun 1949, Cardiff, Wales), British author of
political thrillers.

Phil Fontaine (Larry Phillip Fontaine; “Buddy”; 20 Sep
1944, Fort Alexander Reserve, MB, Canada), Cana-
dian Ojibway First Nations activist; national chief of
the Assembly of First Nations from 1997.

Harrison Ford (13 Jul 1942, Chicago IL), American
film actor.

Richard Ford (16 Feb 1944, Jackson MS), American
writer of novels and short stories.

Tom Ford (27 Aug 1961, Austin TX), American fashion
designer.

William Clay Ford, Jr. (3 May 1957, Detroit Ml), Amer-
ican businessman; executive chairman of Ford
Motor Co. from 2006.

William Forsythe (1949, New York NY), American bal-
let dancer, choreographer, and director.

Luis G. Fortuiio (31 Oct 1960, San Juan PR), Puerto
Rican politician; governor of Puerto Rico from
20009.
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Jodie Foster (Alicia Christian Foster; 19 Nov 1962,
Los Angeles CA), American film actress.

Norman (Robert) Foster (1 Jun 1935, near Manches-
ter, England), British architect; recipient of the 1999
Pritzker Prize and a 2002 Praemium Imperiale.

Megan (Denise) Fox (16 May 1986, Rockwood TN),
American actress.

Jamie Foxx (Eric Bishop; 13 Dec 1967, Terrell TX),
American actor and comedian.

Don Francisco (Mario Kreutzberger; 28 Dec 1940,
Talca, Chile), Chilean-born American TV personality;
host of the popular show Sabado Gigante on the
Spanish-language Univision channel.

James (Edward) Franco (19 Apr 1978, Palo Alto CA),
American actor.

Al Franken (21 May 1951, New York NY), American
comedian, writer, and politician; senator from Min-
nesota from 2009.

Jonathan Franzen (17 Aug 1959, Western Springs IL),
American author.

Frederik (Frederik André Henrik Christian; 26 May
1968, Copenhagen, Denmark), Danish crown
prince.

Morgan Freeman (1 Jun 1937, Memphis TN), Ameri-
can theater and film actor.

Dawn French (11 Oct 1957, Holyhead, Wales), British
actress, comedian, and writer.

Lucian Freud (8 Dec 1922, Berlin, Germany), Ger-
man-born British painter.

Dave Freudenthal (David Duane Freudenthal; 12 Oct
1950, Thermopolis WY), American politician (De-
mocrat); governor of Wyoming from 2003.

Saul Friedlander (11 Oct 1932, Prague, Czechoslova-
kia [now in the Czech Republic]), Czech-born
French-Israeli historian and professor whose study
The Years of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the
Jews, 1939-1945 won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for
general nonfiction.

Thomas L. Friedman (20 Jul 1953, Minneapolis MN),
American journalist and author; foreign-affairs
columnist for the New York Times.

Janus Friis (1976, Denmark), Danish Internet entre-
preneur; codeveloper of Joost, a popular program
for receiving TV broadcasts on a personal com-
puter.

Takeo Fukui (28 Nov 1944, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese
corporate executive; president and CEO of Honda
Motor Co. from 2003.

Richard S. Fuld, Jr. (26 Apr 1946), American corpo-
rate executive; the last CEO of Lehman Brothers
Holdings, 1993-2008.

(Carlos) Mauricio Funes (Cartagena) (18 Oct 1959,
San Salvador, ElI Salvador), Salvadoran journalist
and politician; president from 2009.

Nelly (Kim) Furtado (2 Dec 1978, Victoria, BC,
Canada), Canadian singer and songwriter.

Stefano Gabbana (14 Nov 1962, Milan, Italy), Ital-
ian fashion designer and partner of Domenico
Dolce.

John Galliano (Juan Carlos Antonio Galliano Guillen;
28 Nov 1960, Gibraltar), British fashion designer
and designer in chief at Christian Dior.

Sonia Gandhi (Sonia Maino; 9 Dec 1947, Turin, Italy),
Italian-born Indian widow of Rajiv Gandhi and a po-
litical force in India.

James Gandolfini (18 Sep 1961, Westwood NJ),
American TV and film actor.

Mario Garcia (19477, Cuba), Cuban-born American
newspaper designer.

Gael Garcia Bernal (30 Oct 1978, Guadalajara,
Jalisco state, Mexico), Mexican actor.

Gabriel (José) Garcia Marquez (6 Mar 1928, Aracataca,
Colombia), Colombian novelist and short-story writer,
a figure in the magic realism movement in Latin
American literature; recipient of the 1972 Neustadt
Prize and the 1982 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Alan Garcia (Pérez) (23 May 1949, Lima, Peru), Pe-
ruvian politician; president, 1985-90 and again
from 2006.

Jennifer (Anne) Garner (17 Apr 1972, Houston TX),
American TV and film actress.

Kevin (Maurice) Garnett (19 May 1976, Mauldin SC),
American professional basketball player.

Ivan Gasparovic (27 Mar 1941, Poltar, Czechoslova-
kia [now in Slovakia]), Slovak politician; president
from 2004.

Bill Gates (William Henry Gates Ill; 28 Oct 1955,
Seattle WA), American computer programmer, busi-
nessman, philanthropist, and cofounder of the Mi-
crosoft Corp.; he has been named the world’s rich-
est person by Forbes numerous times, including in
2009.

Melinda Gates (Melinda French; 15 Aug 1964, Dallas
TX), American philanthropist; cofounder of the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation.

Robert M(ichael) Gates (25 Sep 1943, Wichita KS),
American government official; CIA director,
1991-93, and secretary of defense from 2006.

Jean-Paul Gaultier (24 Apr 1952, Arcueil, France),
French fashion designer.

Laurent Gbagbo (31 May 1945, Gagnoa, French
West Africa [now in Cote d’Ivoire]), Ivorian politician;
president of Céte d’lvoire from 2000.

Haile Gebrselassie (18 Apr 1973, Assela, Ethiopia),
Ethiopian runner and world record holder in the
marathon.

Frank Gehry (Frank Owen Goldberg; 28 Feb 1929,
Toronto, ON, Canada), Canadian-born American ar-
chitect and designer whose original, sculptural,
often audacious work won him worldwide renown;
recipient of the 1989 Pritzker Prize.

Timothy (Franz) Geithner (18 Aug 1961, New York
NY), American public official; US secretary of the
treasury from 2009.

Bob Geldof (Robert Frederick Xenon Geldof; 5 Oct
1954, Dublin, Ireland), Irish singer and songwriter
and humanitarian.

Juan Gelman (3 May 1930, Buenos Aires, Argentina),
Argentine poet; recipient of the 2007 Cervantes
Prize.

Julius Genachowski (19 Aug 1962), American busi-
nessman and public official; chairman of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission from 2009.

Francis (Eugene) Cardinal George (16 Jan 1937,
Chicago IL), American Roman Catholic churchman;
archbishop of Chicago from 1997 and cardinal
from 1998.

George Tupou V (Tupouto’a; 4 May 1948, Nuku'alofa,
British Tonga), Tongan royal; king from 2006.

Leo W. Gerard (19477, Sudbury, ON, Canada), Cana-
dian labor leader; international president of the
United Steelworkers International from 2001.

Richard (Tiffany) Gere (31 Aug 1949, Philadelphia
PA), American film actor.

Valery (Abisalovich) Gergiev (2 May 1953, Moscow,
USSR [now in Russia]), Russian conductor; artistic and
general director of the Mariinsky Theatre from 1996.

Ricky (Dene) Gervais (25 Jun 1961, Reading, Berk-
shire, England), British comedian and actor.

Ron(ald Anthony) Gettelfinger (1 Aug 1944, near De-
Pauw IN), American labor leader; president of the
United Automobile Workers from 2002.
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Mohamed Ghannouchi (18 Aug 1941, Al-Hamma,
French Tunisia), Tunisian politician; prime minister
from 1999.

Robert Ghiz (21 Jan 1974, Charlottetown, PE,
Canada), Canadian politician (Liberal); premier of
Prince Edward Island from 2007.

Paul (Edward Valentine) Giamatti (6 Jun 1967, New
Haven CT), American film actor.

Frida Giannini (1972, Rome, Italy), Italian fashion de-
signer; creative director at Gucci from 2006.

Jim Gibbons (James Arthur Gibbons; 16 Dec 1944,
Sparks NV), American politician (Republican); gov-
ernor of Nevada from 2007.

Robert Gibbs (29 Mar 1971, Auburn AL), American
political consultant and media official; White House
press secretary from 2009.

Charles (deWolf) Gibson (9 Mar 1943, Evanston IL),
American TV journalist and anchorman.

Mel (Columcille Gerard) Gibson (3 Jan 1956, Peek-
skill NY), Australian American actor, producer, and
director.

(Makhdoom Syed) Yousaf Raza Gilani (9 Jun 1952,
Karachi, Pakistan), Pakistani politician (PPP); prime
minister from 2008.

Melissa Gilbert (8 May 1964, Los Angeles CA), Amer-
ican film and TV actress; president of the Screen
Actors Guild, 2002-05.

Joao Gilberto (do Prado Pereira de Oliveira) (10 Jun
1931, Juazeiro, Bahia state, Brazil), Brazilian
bossa-nova singer, songwriter, and guitarist.

Vince Gill (Vincent Grant Gill; 12 Apr 1957, Norman
OK), American country and progressive-bluegrass
instrumentalist and singer.

Tony Gilroy (Anthony Joseph Gilroy; 11 Sep 1956,
New York NY), American screenwriter and director.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg (15 Mar 1933, Brooklyn NY),
American jurist; associate justice of the US
Supreme Court from 1993.

Dana Gioia (24 Dec 1950, Los Angeles CA), American
poet and critic; chairman of the US National En-
dowment for the Arts, 2003-09.

Nikki Giovanni (Yolande Cornelia Giovanni, Jr.; 7 Jun
1943, Knoxville TN), American poet.

Rudy Giuliani (Rudolph William Giuliani; 28 May
1944, Brooklyn NY), American politician (Republi-
can) and consultant; mayor of New York City,
1994-2002.

Ira Glass (3 Mar 1959, Baltimore MD), American
radio broadcaster, creator (1995) and host of This
American Life on public radio and later also on
cable TV.

Philip Glass (31 Jan 1937, Baltimore MD), American
minimalist composer.

Savion Glover (19 Nov 1973, Newark NJ), American
dancer and choreographer.

Louise (Elisabeth) Gliick (22 Apr 1943, New York NY),
American poet; US poet laureate, 2003-04.

Faure (Essozimna) Gnassingbé (Eyadéma) (6 Jun
1966, Afagnan, Togo), Togolese politician; presi-
dent in February 2005 and again from May 2005.

Jean-Luc Godard (3 Dec 1930, Paris, France), French
film director.

Ivars Godmanis (27 Nov 1951, Riga, USSR [now in
Latvia)]), Latvian politician; prime minister (1990-
93, 2007-09).

Whoopi Goldberg (Caryn Elaine Johnson; 13 Nov
1955, New York NY), American comedian, film ac-
tress, and TV talk-show host.

(Orette) Bruce Golding (5 Dec 1947, Clarendon, Ja-
maica, British West Indies), Jamaican politician;
prime minister from 2007.

Carlos Gomes, Jr. (19 Dec 1949, Bolama, Por-
tuguese Guinea [now Guinea-Bissau]), Guinea-Bis-
sauan politician; prime minister, 2004-05 and
again from 2009.

Ralph E. Gonsalves (8 Aug 1946, Colonarie, Saint
Vincent, British West Indies [now in Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines]), West Indian politician; prime
minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines from
2001.

Alejandro Gonzalez ldarritu (15 Aug 1963, Mexico
City, Mexico), Mexican film director.

Lawrence Gonzi (1 Jul 1953, Valletta, Malta), Maltese
politician (Nationalist); prime minister from 2004.
Roger Goodell (19 Feb 1959, Jamestown NY), Ameri-
can sports executive; commissioner of the National

Football League from 2006.

Allegra Goodman (1967, Brooklyn NY), American
writer, notably on Jewish themes.

Doris Kearns Goodwin (4 Jan 1943, Brooklyn NY),
American historian, biographer, and TV commenta-
tor.

Annette Gordon-Reed (19 Nov 1958, Livingston TX),
American author; recipient of the 2009 Pulitzer
Prize for history for The Hemingses of Monticello:
An American Family.

Al(bert Arnold) Gore, Jr. (31 Mar 1948, Washington
DC), American statesman and environmental advo-
cate; vice president of the US, 1993-2001, and
corecipient of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.

Ryan (Thomas) Gosling (12 Nov 1980, London, ON,
Canada), Canadian TV and film actor.

Jorie Graham (9 May 1951, New York NY), American
poet.

Shawn Graham (22 Feb 1968, Rexton, NB, Canada),
Canadian politician (Liberal); premier of New
Brunswick from 2006.

(Allen) Kelsey Grammer (21 Feb 1955, St. Thomas,
US Virgin Islands), American TV actor, writer, and
producer.

Michael Grandage (2 May 1962, Yorkshire, England),
British theater director; artistic director of London’s
Donmar Warehouse from 2002.

Jennifer Granholm (Jennifer Mulhern; 5 Feb 1959,
Vancouver, BC, Canada), Canadian-born American
attorney and politician (Democrat); governor of
Michigan from 2003.

Hugh Grant (9 Sep 1960, London, England), British
film actor.

Gunter (Wilhelm) Grass (16 Oct 1927, Danzig, Ger-
many [now Gdansk, Poland]), German poet, novel-
ist, playwright, sculptor, and printmaker; recipient
of the 1999 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Michael Graves (9 July 1934, Indianapolis IN), Amer-
ican postmodernist architect and housewares de-
signer.

Zinaida Greceanii (7 Feb 1956, Tomsk oblast, USSR
[now in Russia], Moldovan politician; prime minister
from 2008.

Richard Greenberg (1958, Long Island NY), American
playwright.

Brian Greene (9 Feb 1963, New York NY), American
physicist and expert on string theory.

Paul Greengrass (13 Aug 1955, Cheam, Surrey, Eng-
land), British film director.

Alan Greenspan (6 Mar 1926, New York NY), Ameri-
can monetary policy maker; chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System,
1987-2006.

Christine Gregoire (Christine O’'Grady; 24 Mar 1947,
Auburn WA), American politician (Democrat); gover-
nor of Washington from 2005.
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Grégoire |ll Laham (Lutfi Laham; 15 Dec 1933,
Daraya, Syria), Syrian church leader; patriarch of
Antioch in the Greek Melkite Catholic Church from
2000.

Philippa Gregory (9 Jan 1954, Nairobi, Kenya), British
historical novelist.

Brad Grey (19587?, Bronx NY), American talent
agent, producer, and film executive; chairman
and CEO of Paramount Motion Picture Group from
2005.

Olafur Ragnar Grimsson (14 May 1943, isafjérdur,
Iceland), Icelandic politician; president from 1996.

John Grisham (8 Feb 1955, Jonesboro AR), American
lawyer and best-selling novelist.

Matt(hew Abram) Groening (15 Feb 1954, Portland
OR), American cartoonist and creator (1989) of
TV’s The Simpsons.

Dave Grohl (David Eric Grohl; 14 Jan 1969, Warren
OH), American rock drummer, guitarist, and singer
(for Nirvana and Foo Fighters).

Gilbert M. Grosvenor (5 May 1931, Washington DC),
American executive; president of the National Geo-
graphic Society, 1980-96, and chairman of the
board from 1987.

Jon Gruden (17 Aug 1963, Sandusky OH), American
professional football coach and TV commentator.
Nikola Gruevski (31 Aug 1970, Skopje, Yugoslavia
[now in Macedonia]), Macedonian politician; prime

minister from 2006.

Dalia Grybauskaite (1 Mar 1956, Vilnius, USSR [now
in Lithuania]), Lithuanian politician; president from
2009.

(Edward Michael) Bear Grylls (7 Jun 1974, Isle of
Wight), British survival expert and TV star.

Armando (Emilio) Guebuza (20 Jan 1943, Mar-
rupula, Portuguese Mozambique), Mozambican
politician; secretary-general of the Frelimo political
party from 2002 and president from 2005.

Ismail Omar Guelleh (27 Nov 1947, Diré-Dawa,
Ethiopia), Djiboutian politician; president from
1999.

Guillaume (Guillaume Jean Joseph Marie; 11 Nov
1981, Chateau de Betzdorf, Luxembourg), Luxem-
bourgian grand duke, prince of Nassau and Bour-
bon-Parma, and heir to the throne.

Ozzie Guillen (Oswaldo José Guillen Barrios; 20 Jan
1964, Ocumare del Tuy, Venezuela), Venezuelan-
born professional baseball manager.

Abdullah Gul (29 Oct 1950, Kayseri, Turkey), Turkish
economist and politician; prime minister,
2002-03, and president from 2007.

Natalie (Anne) Gulbis (7 Jan 1983, Sacramento CA),
American golfer.

James Edward Gunn (21 Oct 1938, Livingstone TX),
American cosmologist; corecipient of the 2005
Crafoord Prize for research into the evolution of the
universe.

Tim(othy) Gunn (29 Jul 1953, Washington DC), fash-
ion consultant and TV personality.

José Angel Gurria Trevifio (8 May 1950, Tampico,
Tamaulipas state, Mexico), Mexican economist;
secretary-general of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development from 2006.

Alfred Gusenbauer (8 Feb 1960, Sankt Pdlten, Aus-
tria), Austrian politician (Social Democrat); chancel-
lor from 2007.

Xanana Gusmao (José Alexandre Gusmao; 20 Jun
1946, Laleia, Portuguese Timor [now East Timor
(Timor-Leste)]), Timorese independence leader;
first president of independent East Timor,
2002-07, and prime minister from 2007.

Antonio (Manuel de Oliveira) Guterres (30 Apr 1949,
Lisbon, Portugal), Portuguese politician (Socialist);
prime minister, 1995-2002, and UN high commis-
sioner for refugees from 2005.

Carlos M. Gutierrez (4 Nov 1953, Havana, Cuba),
Cuban-born American corporate executive and gov-
ernment official; CEO of HKellogg Company,
2000-05, and US secretary of commerce,
2005-09.

Buddy Guy (George Guy; 30 Jul 1936, Lettsworth LA),
American blues guitarist and singer.

Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev (7 Jul 1947, Kath-
mandu, Nepal), Nepalese king, 1950-51 and
again in 2001-07.

Jake Gyllenhaal (Jacob Benjamin Gyllenhaal; 19 Dec
1980, Los Angeles CA), American film actor.

Ferenc Gyurcsany (4 Jun 1961, Papa, Hungary), Hun-
garian politician; prime minister, 2004-09.

Haakon (Haakon Magnus; 20 Jul 1973, Oslo, Norway),
Norwegian crown prince and heir to the throne.

Geir (Hilmar) Haarde (8 Apr 1951, Reykjavik, Ice-
land), Icelandic politician; prime minister,
2006-09.

Jurgen Habermas (18 Jun 1929, Dusseldorf, Ger-
many), German philosopher, sociologist, and origi-
nator of the theory of communication ethics; he
won a 2004 Kyoto Prize.

Charlie Haden (6 Aug 1937, Shenandoah |A), Ameri-
can jazz bass player.

Zaha Hadid (31 Oct 1950, Baghdad, Iraq), Iragi-born
architect; recipient of the 2004 Pritzker Prize.

Stephen (John) Hadley (13 Feb 1947, Toledo OH),
American security official; US national security ad-
visor, 2005-09.

Hilary Hahn (27 Nov 1979, Lexington VA), American
violinist.

Stelios Haji-loannou (14 Feb 1967, Athens, Greece),
Greek entrepreneur and corporate executive (easy-
Jet and easyGroup).

Donald (Andrew) Hall, Jr. (20 Sep 1928, New Haven
CT), American poet, essayist, and critic; US poet
laureate, 2006-07.

Tarja (Kaarina) Halonen (24 Dec 1943, Helsinki, Fin-
land), Finnish politician; president from 2000.

Jane Hamilton (13 Jul 1957, Oak Park IL), American
novelist.

Richard Hamilton (24 Feb 1922, London, England),
British artist; recipient of a 2008 Praemium Imperi-
ale.

Herbie Hancock (Herbert Jeffrey Hancock; 12 Apr
1940, Chicago IL), American jazz keyboardist and
composer.

Daniel Handler (pseudonym Lemony Snicket; 28 Feb
1970, San Francisco CA), American children’s book
author.

Tom Hanks (Thomas Jeffrey Hanks; 9 Jul 1956, Con-
cord CA), American film actor and director.

Sean (Patrick) Hannity (30 Dec 1961, New York NY),
American conservative commentator and talk-show
host.

Hans Adam Il (14 Feb 1945, Vaduz, Liechtenstein),
Liechtenstein royal; prince of Liechtenstein from
1989.

Harald V (21 Feb 1937, Skaugum, Norway), Norwe-
gian royal; king from 1991.

Marcia Gay Harden (14 Aug 1959, La Jolla CA), Amer-
ican film, stage, and TV actress.

Roy Hargrove (16 Oct 1969, Waco TX), American jazz
trumpeter.

Joy Harjo (9 May 1951, Tulsa OK), American poet, mu-
sician, and Native American (Muskogee) activist.
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Nikolaus Harnoncourt (6 Dec 1929, Berlin, Ger-
many), Austrian conductor, cellist, and viol player;
cofounder in the 1950s of the Concentus Musicus
Wien, an early-music group.

Stephen (Joseph) Harper (30 Apr 1959, Toronto, ON,
Canada), Canadian politician (Conservative); prime
minister of Canada from 2006.

Padraig Harrington (31 Aug 1971, Dublin, Ireland),
Irish golfer.

Ed(ward Allen) Harris (28 Nov 1950, Englewood NJ),
American film and stage actor and director.

Harry (Henry Charles Albert David Mountbatten-Wind-
sor; 15 Sep 1984, London, England), British prince
of Wales; son of Charles and Diana, prince and
princess of Wales, and third in line to the British
throne.

Mary Hart (Mary Johanna Harum; 8 Nov 1950, Madi-
son SD), American actress and cohost of Entertain-
ment Tonight on TV from 1982.

Dominik Hasek (29 Jan 1965, Pardubice, Czechoslo-
vakia [now in the Czech Republic]), Czech ice-
hockey goalie.

Sheikh Hasina Wazed (28 Sep 1947, Tungipara,
India [now in Bangladesh]), Bangladeshi politi-
cian; prime minister, 1996-2001 and again from
2009.

Robert Hass (1 Mar 1941, San Francisco CA), Amer-
ican poet; US poet laureate, 1995-97; his Time
and Materials won a 2008 Pulitzer Prize for po-
etry.

Anne (Jacqueline) Hathaway (12 Nov 1982, Brooklyn
NY), American film actress.

Tony Hawk (Anthony Frank Hawk; 12 May 1968, San
Diego CA), American professional skateboarder.
Stephen W. Hawking (8 Jan 1942, Oxford, Oxford-
shire, England), British theoretical physicist, a spe-

cialist in cosmology and quantum gravity.

Issa Hayatou (9 Aug 1945, Garoua), Cameroonian as-
sociation football (soccer) executive.

Michael (Vincent) Hayden (17 Mar 1945, Pittsburgh
PA), American director of the National Security
Agency, 1999-2005, and director of the CIA,
2006-09.

Salma Hayek (Jiménez) (2 Sep 1966, Coatzacoalcos,
Veracruz state, Mexico), Mexican-born actress.

Roy Haynes (13 Mar 1926, Roxbury, Boston MA),
American jazz drummer and bandleader.

Todd Haynes (2 Jan 1961, Los Angeles CA), American
film director, producer, and screenwriter.

Seamus (Justin) Heaney (13 Apr 1939, near Cas-
tledawson, County Londonderry, Northern Ireland),
Irish poet; recipient of the 1995 Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature.

Hugh M. Hefner (9 Apr 1926, Chicago IL), American
magazine publisher (Playboy).

Katherine (Marie) Heigl (24 Nov 1978, Washington
DC), American model and TV and film actress.

Dave Heineman (David Eugene Heineman; 12 May
1948, Falls City NE), American politician (Republi-
can); governor of Nebraska from 2005.

Michael Heller (Michal Heller; 12 Mar 1936, Tarnow,
Poland), Polish cosmologist and Roman Catholic
priest; recipient of the 2008 Templeton Prize.

Frederick (“Fritz”) Henderson (29 Nov 1958, Detroit
MI), American businessman; president and CEO of
General Motors from 2009.

Henri (16 Apr 1955, Chateau de Betzdorf, Luxem-
bourg), Luxembourgian grand duke from 2000.

(Charles) Brad(ford) Henry (10 Jun 1963, Shawnee
OK), American politician (Democrat); governor of
Oklahoma from 2003.

Thierry (Daniel) Henry (17 Aug 1977, Chatillon, near
Paris, France), French association football (soccer)
player.

Gary R(ichard) Herbert (7 May 1947, American Fork
UT), American politician (Republican); governor of
Utah from 2009.

Seymour M(yron) Hersh (8 Apr 1937, Chicago IL),
American investigative reporter and writer.

Mohamud Muse Hersi, Somali general; president of
the secessionist republic of Puntland, 2005-09.

Jacques Herzog (19 Apr 1950, Basel, Switzerland),
Swiss architect; corecipient of the 2001 Pritzker
Prize and of a Praemium Imperiale in 2007.

Rosalyn Higgins (Rosalyn Cohen; 2 Jun 1937, Lon-
don, England), British jurist; president of the Inter-
national Court of Justice, 2006-09.

Tommy Hilfiger (Thomas Jacob Hilfiger; 24 Mar
1951, Elmira NY), American fashion designer.

Faith Hill (Audrey Faith Perry; 21 Sep 1967, Jackson
MS), American country singer.

Julia Butterfly Hill (18 Feb 1974, Mount Vernon MO),
American environmental activist.

Paris Hilton (17 Feb 1981, New York NY), American
heiress and socialite.

Sam(uel Archibald Anthony) Hinds (27 Dec 1943,
Mahaicony, British Guiana [now Guyana]),
Guyanese politician; president in 1997 and prime
minister, 1992-97, 1997-99, and again from
1999.

Emile (Davenport) Hirsch (13 Mar 1985, Palms CA),
American film actor.

Damien Hirst (1965, Bristol, England), British artist.

Christopher Hitchens (26 Apr 1949, Portsmouth,
England), American cultural and political critic and
journalist.

Stanley Ho (Ho Hung-sun; 25 Nov 1921, Hong Kong),
Macanese gaming magnate and multibillionaire.
Susan Hockfield (1951, Chicago IL), American neuro-
scientist; president of the Massachusetts Institute

of Technology from 2004.

David Hockney (9 Jul 1937, Bradford, Yorkshire, Eng-
land), British painter, draftsman, printmaker, pho-
tographer, and stage designer.

John (Henry) Hoeven Il (13 Mar 1957, Bismarck ND),
American politician (Republican); governor of North
Dakota from 2000.

James P(hillip) Hoffa (19 May 1941, Detroit MI),
American labor leader; president of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters from 1999.

Dustin Hoffman (8 Aug 1937, Los Angeles CA), Amer-
ican film and stage actor.

Philip Seymour Hoffman (23 Jul 1967, Fairport NY),
American stage and film actor and theater director.

Hulk Hogan (Terry Gene Bollea; 11 Aug 1953, Au-
gusta GA), American professional wrestler and
actor.

Eric (Himpton) Holder (Jr.) (21 Jan 1951, New York
NY), American lawyer; US attorney general from
2009.

John (Paul) Holdren (1 Mar 1944, Sewickley PA),
presidential science adviser and director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy from 2009.

Katie Holmes (Kate Noelle Holmes; 18 Dec 1978,
Toledo OH), American TV, film, and stage actress.

(Philip) Anthony Hopkins (31 Dec 1937, Margam,
West Glamorgan, Wales), British film and stage
actor.

Nick Hornby (17 Apr 1957, Redhill, Surrey, England),
British novelist and journalist.

Khaled Hosseini (4 Mar 1965, Kabul, Afghanistan),
Afghan-born American novelist.
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Whitney (Elizabeth) Houston (9 Aug 1963, Newark
NJ), American pop singer and film actress.

Dwight Howard (8 Dec 1985, Atlanta GA), American
basketball player.

Ron Howard (1 Mar 1954, Duncan OK), American TV
and film actor and director.

Terrence (Dashon) Howard (11 Mar 1969, Chicago
IL), American TV and film actor.

Daniel Walker Howe (1937, Ogden UT), American
historian and professor who won the 2008
Pulitzer Prize for history for his book What Hath
God Wrought.

Hu Jintao (25 Dec 1942, Jixi, Anhui province, China),
Chinese statesman; general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China, vice chairman of the Mili-
tary Commission, and president of China from
2003.

Hu Shuli (1953, Beijing, China), Chinese journalist
and editor; cofounder of Caijin, a business maga-
zine.

Berthold Huber (15 Feb 1950, Uim, West Germany),
German corporate executive; chairman of IG Metall
from 2007.

Jan Huber (Johannes Huber; 1947?, The Nether-
lands), Dutch international official; executive secre-
tary of the Antarctic Treaty system from 2004.

Mike Huckabee (Michael Dale Huckabee; 24 Aug
1955, Hope AR), American politician (Republican)
and political commentator; governor of Arkansas,
1996-2007.

Jennifer (Kate) Hudson (12 Sep 1981, Chicago IL),
American soul and gospel singer and film actress.

Arianna Huffington (Ariana Stassinopoulos; 1950,
Athens, Greece), Greek-born American political
commentator, syndicated newspaper columnist,
and author.

Felicity (Kendall) Huffman (9 Dec 1962, Bedford NY),
American TV and film actress.

Robert (Studley Forrest) Hughes (28 Jul 1938, Syd-
ney, NSW, Australia), Australian art critic and au-
thor.

Hun Sen (4 Apr 1951, Kampong Cham province,
Cambodia), Cambodian politician; prime minister
from 1985.

Holly Hunter (20 Mar 1958, Conyers GA), American
film and TV actress.

Jon M(eade) Huntsman, Jr. (26 Mar 1960, Palo Alto
CA), American businessman (Huntsman Family
Holdings), politician (Republican), and philan-
thropist; governor of Utah, 2005-09, and US am-
bassador to China from 2009.

Lubomyr Cardinal Husar (26 Feb 1933, Lwow, Poland
[now Lviv, Ukraine]), Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church leader; cardinal from 2001 and major arch-
bishop of Kyiv-Halyc from 2005.

Nicholas Hytner (7 May 1956, Didsbury, near Man-
chester, England), British theater director; artistic
director of the National Theatre from 2003.

Ice Cube (O’Shea Jackson; 15 Jun 1969), American
rapper, songwriter, and actor.

Ice-T (Tracy Morrow; 16 Feb 1958, Newark NJ), Amer-
ican hip-hop artist and actor.

Apisai lelemia (19 Aug 1955, Vaitupu?, British Ellice
Islands [now Tuvalu]), Tuvaluan politician; prime
minister from 2006.

leronymos Il (loannis Liapis; 1938, Oinofyta, Greece),
Greek Orthodox churchman; archbishop of Athens
and all Greece from 2008.

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu (26 Dec 1943, Cairo, Egypt),
Turkish professor of history; secretary-general of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference from 2005.

Ratu Josefa lloilo(vatu Uluivuda) (29 Dec 1920, Tave-
uni island, Fiji), Fijian politician; president, 2000-
09.

Toomas Hendrik llves (26 Dec 1953, Stockholm,
Sweden), Estonian diplomat; president from 2006.

Jeffrey R(obert) Immelt (19 Feb 1956, Cincinnati
OH), American corporate executive; CEO of the Gen-
eral Electric Co. from 2001.

Hubert (Alexander) Ingraham (4 Aug 1947, Pine
Ridge, Bahamas, British West Indies), Bahamian
politician; prime minister, 1992-2002 and again
from 2007.

José Miguel Insulza (2 Jun 1943, Santiago, Chile),
Chilean government official (Socialist); secretary-
general of the Organization of American States
from 2005.

Valentin Inzko (22 May 1949, Klagenfurt, Austria)
Austrian diplomat; high representative for Bosnia
and Herzegovina from 2009.

Bill Irwin (11 Apr 1950, Santa Monica CA), American
actor and choreographer.

Walter Isaacson (20 May 1952, New Orleans LA),
American corporate executive; chairman and CEO of
the Cable News Network (CNN), 2001-03, and pres-
ident and CEO of the Aspen Institute from 2003.

Riduan Isamuddin (Encep Nurjaman; “Hambali”; 4
Apr 1966, Pamokolan, West Java, Indonesia), In-
donesian militant and leader of the Jemaah Is-
lamiyah group; arrested in 2003 by American
agents for his alleged involvement in several terror-
ist attacks.

Kazuo Ishiguro (8 Nov 1954, Nagasaki, Japan),
Japanese-born British novelist.

Shintaro Ishihara (30 Sep 1932, Kobe, Japan),
Japanese author and nationalist politician; gover-
nor of Tokyo from 1999.

Gjorge Ivanov (2 May 1960, Valandovo, Yugoslavia
[now in Macedonia]), Macedonian politician, presi-
dent of Macedonia from 2009.

Allen (Ezail) Iverson (7 Jun 1975, Hampton VA),
American basketball player.

James (Francis) Ivory (7 Jun 1928, Berkeley CA),
American film director.

Hugh (Michael) Jackman (12 Oct 1968, Sydney,
NSW, Australia), Australian film and stage actor.
Alan (Eugene) Jackson (17 Oct 1958, Newnan GA),

American country-and-western singer and guitarist.

Janet (Damita Jo) Jackson (16 May 1966, Gary IN),
American singer and film and TV actress.

Jesse (Louis) Jackson (8 Oct 1941, Greenville SC),
American civil rights leader, minister, and politi-
cian.

Lisa P(erez) Jackson (8 Feb 1962, Philadelphia PA),
American public official; administrator of the US En-
vironmental Protection Agency from 2009.

Peter Jackson (31 Oct 1961, Pukerua Bay, New
Zealand), New Zealand film director and producer.

Phil(ip Douglas) Jackson (17 Sep 1945, Deer Lodge
MT), American basketball player and coach.

Samuel L(eroy) Jackson (21 Dec 1948, Washington
DC), American film actor.

Marc Jacobs (9 Apr 1963, New York NY), American
fashion designer.

Bharrat Jagdeo (23 Jan 1964, Unity village, De-
marara, Guyana), Guyanese politician; president
from 1999.

Mick Jagger (Michael Philip Jagger; 26 Jul 1943,
Dartford, Kent, England), British rock musician and
lead singer for the Rolling Stones.

Helmut Jahn (4 Jan 1940, Nirnberg, Germany), Ger-
man-born architect.
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Zsuzsanna Jakab (17 May 1951, Hungary), Hungar-
ian epidemiologist; the first director of the Euro-
pean Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC), from 2005.

LeBron James (30 Dec 1984, Akron OH), American
professional basketball player.

Judith (Ann) Jamison (10 May 1944, Philadelphia
PA), American dancer and choreographer (Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater).

Yahya Jammeh (Alphonse Jamus Jebulai Jammeh;
25 May 1965, Kanilai village, Gambia), Gambian
politician; president from 1994.

Mariss Jansons (14 Jan 1943, Riga, Latvia), Lat-
vian-born American director; conductor of the
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra of Amsterdam
from 2004.

Jim Jarmusch (22 Jan 1953, Akron OH), American
avant-garde filmmaker.

Neeme Jarvi (7 Jun 1937, Tallinn, Estonia), Estonian
conductor; music director of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, 1990-2005, and of the New lJersey
Symphony Orchestra, 2005-09, and chief conduc-
tor of the Hague Philharmonic from 2005.

Jay-Z (Shawn Corey Carter; 4 Dec 1970, Brooklyn NY),
American rapper.

Michaélle Jean (6 Sep 1957, Port-au-Prince, Haiti),
Haitian-born Canadian journalist; governor-general
of Canada from 2005.

Katharine Jefferts Schori (26 Mar 1954, Pensacola
FL), American church leader; presiding bishop of
the US Episcopal Church from 2006.

Derek (Sanderson) Jeter (26 Jun 1974, Pequannock
NJ), American baseball player.

Ha Jin (Xuefei Jin; 21 Feb 1956, Jinzhou, Liaoning
province, China), Chinese American novelist.

Bobby lJindal (Piyush Jindal; 10 Jun 1971, Baton
Rouge LA), American politician (Republican); gover-
nor of Louisiana from 2008.

Steven (Paul) Jobs (24 Feb 1955, San Francisco CA),
American inventor and corporate executive; co-
founder of Apple Computer and CEO from 1997.

Scarlett Johansson (22 Nov 1984, New York NY),
American film actress.

Elton John (Reginald Kenneth Dwight; 25 Mar 1947,
Pinner, Middlesex, England), British singer, com-
poser, and pianist.

Jasper Johns (15 May 1930, Augusta GA), American
painter and graphic artist, a pioneer of Pop art.

Boris Johnson (Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson;
19 Jun 1964, New York NY), American-born British
journalist, editor (Spectator), and MP (Conserva-
tive); mayor of London from 2008.

Denis Johnson (1949, Munich, West Germany), Amer-
ican novelist, short-story writer, and poet; his Tree
of Smoke won a National Book Award in 2007.

Dwayne (Douglas) Johnson (“The Rock”; 2 May
1972, Hayward CA), American professional wrest-
lerturned-actor.

Robert L. Johnson (8 Apr 1946, Hickory MS), Ameri-
can entrepreneur; founder (1980) of BET (Black En-
tertainment Television) and owner of the Charlotte
Bobcats NBA team.

Stephen L. Johnson (21 Mar 1951, Washington DC),
American government official; administrator of the
US Environmental Protection Agency, 2005-09.

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf (29 Oct 1938, Monrovia,
Liberia), Liberian government and international of-
ficial; president from 2006.

Angelina Jolie (Angelina Jolie Voight; 4 Jun 1975, Los
Angeles CA), American film actress and philan-
thropist.

Bill T. Jones (William Tass Jones; 15 Feb 1952,
Steuben county NY), American dancer, choreogra-
pher, and director.

Edward P(aul) Jones (5 Oct 1950, Washington DC),
American short-story writer and novelist.

James Earl Jones (Todd Jones; 17 Jan 1931, Ark-
abutla MS), American actor.

James L(ogan) Jones (19 Dec 1943, Kansas City
MO), American military officer; US national security
advisor from 2009.

Marion Jones (12 Oct 1975, Los Angeles CA), Ameri-
can sprinter and long jumper.

Norah Jones (30 Mar 1979, New York NY), American
jazz-pop vocalist and pianist.

Quincy (Delight) Jones, Jr. (14 Mar 1933, Chicago IL),
American jazz and pop arranger, composer, and
producer.

Tommy Lee Jones (15 Sep 1946, San Saba TX),
American actor.

Michael (Jeffrey) Jordan (17 Feb 1963, Brooklyn NY),
American basketball player; he was voted ESPN’s
Athlete of the Century and is believed by many to be
the best basketball player in history.

Juan Carlos | (Juan Carlos Alfonso Victor Maria de
Borb6n y Borbdn; 5 Jan 1938, Rome, Italy), Span-
ish royal; king from 1975.

Juanes (Juan Esteban Aristizabal Vasquez; 9 Aug
1972, Medellin, Colombia), Colombian singer,
songwriter, and guitarist.

Anerood Jugnauth (29 Mar 1930, Mauritius), Maurit-
ian politician; prime minister, 1982-95 and
2000-03, and president from 2003.

Jean-Claude Juncker (9 Dec 1954, Rédange-sur-At-
tert, Luxembourg), Luxembourgian politician; prime
minister from 1995.

Emilia Kabakov (3 Dec 1945, Dnipropetrovsk, USSR
[now in Ukraine]), Ukranian sculptor; recipient of a
2008 Praemium Imperiale.

llya Kabakov (30 Sep 1933, Dnipropetrovsk, USSR
[now in Ukraine]), Ukranian sculptor; recipient of a
2008 Praemium Imperiale.

Joseph Kabila (4 Jun 1971, Sud-Kivu province, De-
mocratic Republic of the Congo), Congolese politi-
cian; president of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo from 2001.

Lech Kaczynski (18 Jun 1949, Warsaw, Poland), Pol-
ish politician (Law and Justice); president from
2005.

Ismail Kadare (28 Jan 1938, Gjirokastér, Albania), Al-
banian novelist and poet; recipient of the first Man
Booker International Prize, in 2005.

Paul Kagame (23 Oct 1957, Gitarama, Ruanda-
Urundi [now Rwanda]), Rwandan politician; presi-
dent from 2000.

Dahir Riyale Kahin (1952), Somali politician; presi-
dent of the secessionist Republic of Somaliland
from 2002.

Robert E(lliot) Kahn (23 Dec 1938, Brooklyn NY),
American computer scientist, a key developer of
the network that became the Internet; recipient of
a Japan Prize in 2008.

Tim(othy Michael) Kaine (26 Feb 1958, St. Paul MN),
American politician (Democrat); governor of Virginia
from 2006 and chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee from 2009.

Kaka (Ricardo Izecson dos Santos Leite; 22 Apr
1982, Brasilia, Brazil), Brazilian association foot-
ball (soccer) player.

Ingvar Kamprad (1926, Smaland province, Sweden),
Swedish businessman; founder of the home-fur-
nishing company IKEA.
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Hiroo Kanamori (17 Oct 1936, Tokyo, Japan), Japan-
ese seismologist; recipient of a 2007 Kyoto Prize.
Radovan Karadzic (19 Jun 1945, Petnjica, Yugoslavia
[now in Montenegro]), Bosnian Serb politician and
president of Republika Srpska (Bosnia and Herze-
govina), 1992-96; he was wanted as a war crimi-

nal and was arrested in 2008.

Kostas Karamanlis (Konstantinos Karamanlis; 14
Sep 1956, Athens, Greece), Greek politician (New
Democracy); prime minister from 2004.

Donna Karan (Donna Faske; 2 Oct 1948, Forest Hills
NY), American fashion designer.

Islam Karimov (30 Jan 1938, Samarkand, USSR
[now in Uzbekistan]), Uzbek politician; president
from 1990.

Mel(vin Alan) Karmazin (24 Aug 1943, New York NY),
American media executive; CEO of Sirius XM Radio
(formerly Sirius Satellite Radio) from 2004.

Hamid Karzai (24 Dec 1957, Karz, Afghanistan), Afghan
statesman,; president of Afghanistan from 2001.

Garry Kasparov (Garri Kimovich Kasparov; original
name Garri or Harry Weinstein; 13 Apr 1963, Baku,
USSR [now in Azerbaijan]), Azerbaijani-born Russ-
ian chess champion of the world, 1985-2000.

Jeffrey Katzenberg (21 Dec 1950, New York NY),
American film producer and a cofounder (1994) of
DreamWorks SKG.

Takashi Kawamura (19 Dec 1939, Japan?), Japan-
ese businessman; CEO and president of Hitachi
Corp. from 2009.

Naomi Kawase (30 May 1969, Nara, Japan), Japan-
ese film director.

Diane Keaton (Diane Hall; 5 Jan 1946, Los Angeles
CA), American actress and director.

Keb’ Mo’ (Kevin Moore; 3 Oct 1951, Los Angeles CA),
American blues musician.

Garrison Keillor (Gary Edward Keillor; 7 Aug 1942,
Anoka MN), American humorist and writer best
known for his long-running radio variety show, A
Prairie Home Companion.

Toby Keith (Toby Keith Covel; 8 Jul 1961, Clinton OK),
American country-and-western singer.

Bill Keller (18 Jan 1949), American journalist; man-
aging editor of the New York Times, 1997-2001,
and executive editor from 2003.

Tim(othy J.) Keller (1950, Pennsylvania), American
churchman and author; founding pastor (1989) of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City.

Ellsworth Kelly (31 May 1923, Newburgh NY), Ameri-
can painter and sculptor.

R. Kelly (Robert S. Kelly; 8 Jan 1969, Chicago IL),
American R&B performer.

William M. Kelso (30 Mar 1941, Chicago IL), Ameri-
can archaeologist; director of archaeology for the
Jamestown Rediscovery Project.

Thomas (Michael) Keneally (pseudonym William
Coyle; 7 Oct 1935, Sydney, NSW, Australia), Aus-
tralian novelist.

Anthony (McCleod) Kennedy (23 Jul 1936, Sacra-
mento CA), American jurist; associate justice of the
US Supreme Court from 1988.

R(ichard) Gil Kerlikowske (1949, Fort Myers FL),
American law enforcement official; director of na-
tional drug control policy (“drug czar”) from 2009.

Lee Kernaghan (15 Apr 1964, Corryong, VIC, Aus-
tralia), Australian country singer; he was named
Australian of the Year for 2008.

John F(orbes) Kerry (11 Dec 1943, Fitzsimmons Army
Hospital [now in Aurora COJ), American politician (De-
mocrat) and senator from Massachusetts from 1985;
the Democratic candidate for president in 2004.

John (Phillip) Key (9 Aug 1961, Auckland, New
Zealand); New Zealand politician (National Party),
prime minister from 2008.

Alicia Keys (Alicia Augello Cook; 25 Jan 1981, New
York NY), American R&B singer and pianist.

Cheb Khaled (Khaled Hadj Brahim; 29 Feb 1960,
Sidi-El-Houri, near Oran, French Algeria), Algerian
rai performer.

Hamad ibn Isa al-Khalifah (28 Jan 1950, Bahrain),
Bahraini sheikh; emir and chief of state from 1999;
he proclaimed himself king in 2002.

Zalmay (Mamozy) Khalilzad (22 Mar 1951, Mazar-i-
Sharif, Afghanistan), Afghan-born American diplo-
mat; ambassador to Afghanistan, 2003-05, to
Iraq, 2005-07, and to the United Nations,
2007-09.

(Seretse Khama) lan Khama (27 Feb 1953, Bechua-
naland [now Botswana]), Botswanan military offi-
cer; president from 2008.

Hojatolislam Sayyed Ali Khamenei (15 Jul 1939,
Meshed, Iran), Iranian Shi‘ite clergyman and politi-
cian who served as president, 1981-89, and as
that country’s rahbar, or leader, from 1989.

Mikhail (Borisovich) Khodorkovsky (26 Jun 1963,
Moscow, USSR [now in Russial), Russian business-
man, the imprisoned former billionaire head of
Yukos Oil Co.

Abbas Kiarostami (22 Jun 1940, Tehran, Iran), Iran-
ian film director.

Mwai Kibaki (15 Nov 1931, Gatuyaini village, Central
province, Kenya), Kenyan politician; president from
2002.

Angelique Kidjo (14 Jul 1960, Ouidah, Dahomey
[now Benin)), Beninese pop singer.

Nicole (Mary) Kidman (20 Jun 1967, Honolulu HI),
American-born Australian actress.

Anselm Kiefer (8 Mar 1945, Donaueschingen, Ger-
many), German Neo-Expressionist painter.

Jakaya (Mrisho) Kikwete (7 Oct 1950, Msoga, British
Tanganyika [now in Tanzania]), Tanzanian military
officer and government official; president from
2005.

Val (Edward) Kilmer (31 Dec 1959, Los Angeles CA),
American film actor.

Jeong H. Kim (1961, Seoul, South Korea), Korean-
born American electronics industry executive who
was founder (1992) of Yurie Systems, Inc., and
president of Alcatel-Lucent’s Bell Labs from
2005.

Kim Jong Il (16 Feb 1941, near Khabarovsk, USSR
[now in Russia]), North Korean leader and succes-
sor to his father, Kim I-Sung, as general secretary
of the Central Committee of the Worker’s Party of
Korea (North Korea) from 1997.

Jimmy Kimmel (13 Nov 1967, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can comedian and TV talk-show host.

Jamaica Kincaid (Elaine Potter Richardson; 25 May
1949, Saint John’s, Antigua, British West Indies
[now in Antigua and Barbuda]), Antiguan American
writer.

B.B. King (Riley B. King; 16 Sep 1925, Itta Bena, near
Indianola MS), American blues guitarist and singer.

Larry King (Lawrence Harvey Zeiger; 19 Nov 1933,
Brooklyn NY), American TV journalist.

Stephen (Edward) King (pseudonym Richard Bach-
man; 21 Sep 1947, Portland ME), American writer
of novels combining horror, fantasy, and science
fiction.

Stephenson King (13 Nov 1958, Saint Lucia, British
West Indies?), West Indian politician (United Work-
ers Party); prime minister of Saint Lucia from 2007.
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Galway Kinnell (1 Feb 1927, Providence RI), Ameri-
can poet.

Michael Kinsley (9 Mar 1951, Detroit Ml), American
political commentator and editor.

Kirill 1 (20 Nov 1946, Leningrad, USSR [now St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia]), Russian Orthodox patriarch of
Moscow and all Russia from 2009.

Ron Kirk (1954, Austin TX), American politician (De-
mocrat); mayor of Dallas, 1995-2001, and US
trade representative from 2009.

Philippe Kirsch (1 Apr 1947, Namur, Belgium), Bel-
gian-born Canadian jurist; president of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, 2003-09.

Vaclav Klaus (19 Jun 1941, Prague, Czechoslovakia
[now in the Czech Republic]), Czech politician who
served as prime minister, 1992-97, and president
for one month in 1993 and again from 2003.

Calvin (Richard) Klein (19 Nov 1942, Bronx NY),
American fashion designer.

August Kleinzahler (1949, Jersey City NJ), American
poet.

Heidi Klum (1 Jun 1973, Bergisch Gladbach, West
Germany), German American supermodel and TV-
show host.

Bobby Knight (Robert Montgomery Knight; 25 Oct
1940, Massillon OH), American basketball coach;
the winningest coach in men’s collegiate basketball.

Keira Knightley (26 Mar 1985, Teddington, London,
England), British film actress.

Ko Un (1 Aug 1933, Kunsan, North Cholla province,
Japanese-occupied Korea [now in South Korea]),
Korean poet.

Eizo Kobayashi (7 Jan 1949, Fukui prefecture,
Japan), Japanese businessman; CEO and president
of Itochu Corp. from 2004.

Makoto Kobayashi (7 Apr 1944, Nagoya, Japan),
Japanese scientist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel
Prize in Physics.

Samuel Kobia (20 Mar 1947, Miathene, British Kenya),
Kenyan Methodist church leader; general secretary of
the World Council of Churches from 2004.

Robert (Sedraki) Kocharyan (31 Aug 1954,
Stepanakert, Nagorno-Karabakh, USSR [now in
Azerbaijan]), Armenian politician; president,
1998-2008.

Horst Kohler (22 Feb 1943, Skierbieszow, Poland),
German international economic official; president
of Germany from 2004.

Girija Prasad Koirala (1925, Tadi, Bihar, British
India), Nepalese politician; prime minister,
1991-94, 1998-99, 2000-01, and 2006-08,
and acting head of state, 2007-08.

Yorihiko Kojima (1941, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese busi-
nessman; president and CEO of Mitsubishi Corp.
from 2004.

Kabine Komara (1950, French West Africa [now in
Guinea)]), Guinean businessman and politician;
prime minister of Guinea from 2009.

Yusef Komunyakaa (29 Apr 1947, Bogalusa LA),
American poet.

Zeljko Komsic (20 Jan 1964, Sarajevo, Yugoslavia
[now in Bosnia and Herzegovina]), Bosnia and Herze-
govinian politician; chairman of the presidency of
the republic, 2007 -08 and again from 2009.

Alpha Oumar Konaré (2 Feb 1946, Kayes, French
West Africa [now in Mali]), Malian statesman; pres-
ident of Mali, 1992-2002, and chairman of the
Commission of the African Union, 2003-08.

Maxim Kontsevich (25 Aug 1964, Khimki, USSR [now
in Russia]), Russian mathematician; recipient of the
Fields Medal in 1998 and a Crafoord Prize in 2008.

Joseph Kony (19647, Odek, Uganda), Ugandan rebel
commander; leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army.

Rem Koolhaas (17 Nov 1944, Rotterdam, Nether-
lands), Dutch architect; recipient of the 2000
Pritzker Prize.

Jeff Koons (21 Jan 1955, York PA), American Pop-art
painter and sculptor.

Dean (Ray) Koontz (9 Jul 1945, Everett PA), American
novelist.

Ted Kooser (Theodore Kooser; 25 Apr 1939, Ames
IA), American poet; US poet laureate, 2004-06.
Ernest Bai Koroma (2 Oct 1953, Makeni, British
Sierra Leone), Sierra Leonean politician; president

from 2007.

Michael (David) Kors (Karl Anderson, Jr.; 1959, Mer-
rick, Long Island NY), American fashion designer.
Jadranka Kosor (1 Jul 1953, Pakrac, Yugoslavia [now
in Croatia]), Croatian politician; prime minister from

2009.

Vojislav Kostunica (24 Mar 1944, Belgrade, Yu-
goslavia [now in Serbia]), Serbian politician; presi-
dent of Yugoslavia, 2000-03; prime minister of
Serbia, 2004-08.

Bernard Kouchner (1 Nov 1939, Avignon, France),
French foreign minister from 2007.

Lansana Kouyaté (15 Jul 1950, Koba, French West
Africa [now in Guinea]), Guinean diplomat and
statesman; prime minister, 2007 -08.

Jon Krakauer (12 Apr 1954, Brookline MA), American
author of nonfiction.

Vladimir (Borisovich) Kramnik (25 Jun 1975, Tuapse,
USSR [now in Russia]), Russian chess grand mas-
ter.

Alison Krauss (23 Jul 1971, Decatur IL), American
bluegrass fiddle player and singer.

Lenny Kravitz (26 May 1964, Brooklyn NY), American
rock musician.

Gidon Kremer (27 Feb 1947, Riga, USSR [now in
Latvia]), Latvian-born violinist and conductor.

William Kristol (23 Dec 1952, New York NY), Ameri-
can editor and columnist.

Paul Krugman (28 Feb 1953, New York NY), Ameri-
can economist and journalist; winner of the 2008
Nobel Prize for Economics.

Andrius Kubilius (8 Dec 1956, Vilnius, USSR [now in
Lithuanial), Lithuanian politician; prime minister of
Lithiuania, 1999-2000 and again from 2008.

Dennis J. Kucinich (8 Oct 1946, Cleveland OH),
American politician (Democrat); mayor of Cleve-
land, 1977-79; congressman from Ohio from
1997.

John (Kofi Agyekum) Kufuor (8 Dec 1938, Kumisi,
Gold Coast [now Ghana]), Ghanaian politician; pres-
ident, 2001-09.

Ted Kulongoski (Theodore R. Kulongoski; 5 Nov 1940
Missouri), American politician (Democrat); governor
of Oregon from 2003.

Yayoi Kusama (22 Mar 1929, Matsumoto, Nagano
prefecture, Japan), Japanese artist; recipient of a
2006 Praemium Imperiale.

Tony Kushner (16 Jul 1956, New York NY), American
playwright.

Shia LaBeouf (11 Jun 1986, Los Angeles CA), Ameri-
can actor.

Lady Gaga (Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta; 28
Mar 1986, Yonkers NY), American singer.

Christine Lagarde (1 Jan 1956, Paris, France), French
lawyer; minister of finance from 2007.

Emeril (John) Lagasse (15 Oct 1959, Fall River MA),
American TV chef, restaurateur, and media person-
ality.
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Karl Lagerfeld (10 Sep 1938, Hamburg, Germany),
German-born French fashion designer.

Ray LaHood (6 Dec 1945, Peoria IL), American politi-
cian (Republican); congressman from lllinois,
1995-2009, and US secretary of transportation
from 2009.

Miroslav Lajcak (20 Mar 1963, Poprad, Czechoslova-
kia [now in Slovakia]), Slovak diplomat and govern-
ment official; high representative for Bosnia and
Herzegovina, 2007-09.

Guy Laliberté (1959, Quebec city, QC, Canada), Cana-
dian circus performer and founder of Cirque du
Soleil.

Edward S. Lampert (19 Jul 1962, Roslyn NY), Ameri-
can business executive; founder (1988) of ESL In-
vestments and chairman of Sears Holdings Corp.
from 2005.

Pascal Lamy (8 Apr 1947, Levallois-Perret, Paris,
France), French financial and government official;
EU trade commissioner, 1999-2004, and director
general of the World Trade Organization from 2005.

Rocco Landesman (20 Jul 1947, St. Louis MO),
American theater producer; chairman of the US Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts from 2009.

Diane Lane (22 Jan 1965, New York NY), American
film actress.

Nathan Lane (Joseph Lane; 3 Feb 1956, Jersey City
NJ), American stage and film actor.

David Lang (8 Jan 1957, Los Angeles CA), American
opera composer whose The Little Match Girl Pas-
sion won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for music.

Helmut Lang (10 Mar 1956, Vienna, Austria), Aus-
trian fashion designer.

Frank Langella (1 Jan 1940, Bayonne NJ), American
film actor.

Anthony M. LaPaglia (31 Jan 1959, Adelaide, SA,
Australia), Australian film and TV actor.

Lewis H. Lapham (8 Jan 1935, San Francisco CA),
American liberal political commentator and author;
editor of Harper’s Magazine, 1976-81 and
1983-2006.

Lyndon (Hermyle) LaRouche, Jr. (8 Sep 1922,
Rochester NH), American economist, populist politi-
cian, and perennial presidential candidate.

John Lasseter (12 Jan 1957, Hollywood CA), Ameri-
can animator and director; chief creative officer at
Pixar Animation Studios from 2006.

Matt(hew Todd) Lauer (30 Dec 1957, New York NY),
American TV journalist and news anchor.

Ralph Lauren (Ralph Lipschitz; 14 Oct 1939, New
York NY), American fashion designer.

Hugh Laurie (James Hugh Calum Laurie; 11 Jun
1959, Oxford, England), British TV and film actor.
Sergey (Viktorovich) Lavrov (21 Mar 1950, Moscow,
USSR [now in Russia]), Russian politician; foreign

minister from 2004.

Jude Law (29 Dec 1972, Blackheath, London, Eng-
land), British stage and screen actor.

Martin Lawrence (16 Apr 1965, Frankfurt am Main,
West Germany), American TV actor and comedian.

Nigella (Lucy) Lawson (6 Jan 1960), British cook and
author of food-related books.

John Le Carré (David John Moore Cornwell; 19 Oct
1931, Poole, Dorset, England), English spy novelist.

Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio (13 Apr 1940, Nice,
France), French author; winner of the 2008 Nobel
Prize for Literature.

Ursula K(roeber) Le Guin (21 Oct 1929, Berkeley CA),
American science-fiction and fantasy writer.

Meave Leakey (28 Jul 1942, London, England),
British-born Kenyan paleoanthropologist.

Richard (Erskine Frere) Leakey (19 Dec 1944,
Nairobi, Kenya), Kenyan physical anthropologist,
paleontologist, conservationist, and politician.

Michael O. Leavitt (11 Feb 1951, Cedar City UT),
American politician (Republican) and official; gover-
nor of Utah, 1993-2003, EPA administrator,
2003-05, and US secretary of heath and human
services, 2005-09.

Ang Lee (23 Oct 1954, P’ing-Tung county, Taiwan),
Taiwanese-born film director.

Jason (Michael) Lee (25 Apr 1970, Orange CA), Amer-
ican skateboarder and film and TV actor.

Spike Lee (Shelton Lee; 20 Mar 1957, Atlanta GA),
American film director.

Stan Lee (Stanley Martin Lieber; 28 Dec 1922, New
York NY), American comic-book artist; creator of
Spider-Man and other superheroes.

Lee Hsien Loong (10 Feb 1952, Singapore), Singa-
porean politician and economic expert; prime min-
ister from 2004.

Lee Kun Hee (9 Jan 1942, Uiryung, Japanese-occu-
pied Korea [now in South Korea]), South Korean
corporate executive; chairman of the Samsung
Group, 1987-2008.

Lee Myung-bak (19 Dec 1941, Osaka, Japan), South
Korean politician (Grand National Party); mayor of
Seoul, 2002-06, and president of South Korea
from 2008.

John Leguizamo (22 Jul 1964, Bogota, Colombia),
Colombian-born American comedian and actor.

Dennis Lehane (4 Aug 1966, Dorchester, Boston MA),
American crime novelist.

Jim Lehrer (James C. Lehrer; 19 May 1934, Wichita
KS), American TV journalist and author.

Annie Leibovitz (Anna-Lou Leibovitz; 2 Oct 1949,
Westbury CT), American portrait photographer and
photojournalist.

Jean Lemierre (6 Jun 1950, Sainte Adresse, France),
French international banking executive and presi-
dent of the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development from 2000.

Jay Leno (James Douglas Muir Leno; 28 Apr 1950,
Short Hills NJ), American comedian and TV talk-
show host.

Robert Lepage (12 Dec 1957, Quebec, QC, Canada),
Canadian actor, director, and playwright.

Doris Lessing (Doris May Thaler; 22 Oct 1919, Ker-
manshah, Persia [now Bakhtaran, Iran]), British
novelist and short-story writer; recipient of the
2007 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Jonathan (Allen) Lethem (19 Feb 1964, Brooklyn NY),
American novelist, short-story writer, and essayist.
Letsie Il (David Mohato; 17 Jul 1963, Morija, Basu-
toland [now Lesotho]), Lesotho royal; king of

Lesotho, 1990-95 and again from 1996.

David (Michael) Letterman (12 Apr 1947, Indianapo-
lis IN), American TV talk-show host.

Tracy Letts (4 Jul 1965, Tulsa OK), American play-
wright and actor whose August: Osage County won
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for drama.

Simon Asher Levin (22 Apr 1941, Baltimore MD),
American biologist who specializes in the applica-
tion of mathematics to problems in ecology.

James Levine (23 Jun 1943, Cincinnati OH), Ameri-
can conductor and pianist; music director of the
Metropolitan Opera from 1976 and principal con-
ductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra from
2004.

Bernard-Henri Lévy (5 Nov 1948, Béni-Saf, French Al-
geria), Algerian-born French media darling and au-
thor of best-selling “enhanced nonfiction” books.
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Eugene Levy (17 Dec 1946, Hamilton, ON, Canada),
Canadian comic actor and writer.

Kenneth D. Lewis (9 Apr 1947, Meridian MS), Ameri-
can corporate executive; CEO of the Bank of Amer-
ica Corp. from 2001.

(Diane) Monique Lhuillier (1971, Cebu, Philippines),
American couturier.

Jet Li (Li Lian Jie; 26 Apr 1963, Beijing, China), Chi-
nese-born wushu (acrobatic martial arts) champion
and film actor.

Li Ka-shing (13 Jun 1928, Chaozhou, Guangdong
province, China), Chinese (Hong Kong) corporate
executive; chairman of Hutchison Whampoa Ltd.
and Cheung Kong Holdings.

Daniel Libeskind (12 May 1946, Lodz, Poland), Pol-
ish-born Israeli American architect.

Abu Yahya al-Libi (1963, Libya), Libyan militant Is-
lamic extremist leader associated with the Libyan
Islamic Fighting Group and a top strategist for al-
Qaeda.

Nicklas (Erik) Lidstrom (28 Apr 1970, Vasteras, Swe-
den), Swedish ice-hockey defenseman.

Joseph I. Lieberman (24 Feb 1942, Stamford CT),
American politician (Independent Democrat); sena-
tor from Connecticut from 1989.

Lil" Kim (Kimberly Denise Jones; 11 Jul 1975, Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn NY), American hip-hop
performer.

Rush Limbaugh (12 Jan 1951, Cape Girardeau MO),
American radio talk-show host and conservative
commentator.

Linda Lingle (Linda Cutter; 4 Jun 1953, St. Louis MO),
American politician (Republican); governor of
Hawaii from 2002.

Laura Linney (5 Feb 1964, New York NY), American
actress.

John Lithgow (19 Oct 1945, Rochester NY), American
film and TV actor.

Lucy (Alexis) Liu (2 Dec 1968, Jackson Heights,
Queens NY), American TV and film actress.

Liu Chao-shiuan (10 May 1943, Hengyang, Hunan
province, China), Taiwanese politician; president of
the Executive Yuan (premier) from 2008.

Nicholas (Joseph Orville) Liverpool (9 Sep 1934, Do-
minica, British West Indies), West Indian politician;
president of Dominica from 2003.

Kenneth Livingstone (17 Jun 1945, Lambeth, Lon-
don, England), British politician (Labour); mayor of
London, 2000-08.

Tzipi Livni (Tzipora Malka Livni; 8 Jul 1958, Tel
Aviv-Yafo, Israel), Israeli politician (Kadima); for-
eign minister of Israel, 2006-09, and leader of the
Kadima party from 2008.

LL Cool J (James Todd Smith; 14 Jan 1968, Queens
NY), American hip-hop artist and actor.

Andrew Lloyd Webber (22 Mar 1948, London, Eng-
land), British composer of stage musicals; recipient
of a Praemium Imperiale in 1995 and a 2006
Kennedy Center Honor.

Gary Locke (21 Jan 1950, Seattle WA), American
politician (Democrat); governor of Washington,
1997-2005, and US secretary of commerce from
2009.

Keith Alan Lockhart (7 Nov 1959, Poughkeepsie NY),
American conductor of the Boston Pops from 1993.

Lindsay (Morgan) Lohan (2 Jul 1986, New York NY),
American actress and film starlet.

Jonah Tali Lomu (12 May 1975, Auckland, New
Zealand), New Zealand rugby winger.

Eva (Jacqueline) Longoria Parker (15 Mar 1975, Cor-
pus Christi TX), American TV actress.

Jennifer Lopez (24 Jul 1970, Bronx NY), American
pop singer, actress, and fashion designer.

Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador (13 Nov 1953, Te-
petitan, Mexico), Mexican politician (Party of the
Democratic Revolution); head of government of
the Federal District (mayor of Mexico City),
2000-05; unsuccessful candidate for president in
2006.

Peter Loscher (17 Sep 1957, Villach, Austria), Aus-
trian corporate executive; president and CEO of
Siemens AG from 2007.

Trent Lott (9 Oct 1941, Grenada MS), American politi-
cian (Republican); senator from Mississippi,
1989-2007, Senate leader, 1996-2003, and Sen-
ate whip, 1995-96 and again in 2007.

Christian Louboutin (7 Jan 1963, Paris, France),
French high-fashion shoe designer.

Henri Loyrette (31 May 1952, Neuilly-sur-Seine,
France), French museum curator; director of the
Louvre from 2001.

George (Walton) Lucas, Jr. (14 May 1944, Modesto
CA), American film producer.

Susan Lucci (23 Dec 1947, Scarsdale NY), American
TV soap opera star.

Fernando (Armindo) Lugo (Méndez) (30 May 1951,
San Pedro del Parana, Paraguay), Paraguayan
Roman Catholic bishop and missionary; president
from 2008.

Baz(mark Anthony) Luhrmann (17 Sep 1962, near
Sydney, NSW, Australia), Australian film and stage
director and producer.

Alyaksandr (Hrygorevich) Lukashenka (30 Aug 1954,
Kopys, Vitebsk oblast, Belorussian SSR, USSR [now
Belarus]), Belarusian politician; president from
1994.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (27 Oct 1945, Garanhuns,
Pernambuco state, Brazil), Brazilian labor leader
and politician (Workers Party); president from
2003.

Hilary Lunke (7 Jun 1979, Edina MN), American
golfer.

John (H.) Lynch (25 Nov 1952, Waltham MA), Ameri-
can businessman and politician (Democrat); gover-
nor of New Hampshire from 2005.

Yo-Yo Ma (7 Oct 1955, Paris, France), American cel-
list.

Ma Ying-jeou (Ma Yingjiu; 13 Jul 1950, Hong Kong),
Taiwanese politician and government official;
mayor of Taipei, 1998-2006, and president from
2008.

Lorin Maazel (6 Mar 1930, Neuilly, France), French-
born American conductor and violinist; music direc-
tor of the New York Philharmonic from 2002.

Gloria (Macaraeg) Macapagal Arroyo (5 Apr 1947,
San Juan, Philippines), Philippine politician; presi-
dent from 2001.

Rodney (Joseph) MacDonald (2 Jan 1972, Inverness,
NS, Canada), Canadian fiddle player and politician
(Progressive Conservative); premier of Nova Scotia,
2006-09.

Alistair MacLeod (20 Jul 1936, North Batteford, SK,
Canada), Canadian writer.

Rachel Maddow (1 Apr 1973, Castro Valley CA),
American liberal television commentator and radio
talk-show host.

Bernard L. Madoff (29 Apr 1938, Queens NY), Amer-
ican financier; convicted in 2009 of having oper-
ated one of the world’s largest Ponzi schemes.

Madonna (Madonna Louise Veronica Ciccone; 16 Aug
1958, Bay City MI), American singer, songwriter, ac-
tress, and entrepreneur.
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Tobey Maguire (Tobias Vincent Maguire; 27 Jun
1975, Santa Monica CA), American film actor.

Bill Maher (20 Jan 1956, New York NY), American TV
comedian and personality.

Roger Michael Cardinal Mahony (27 Feb 1936, Hol-
lywood CA), American Roman Catholic churchman;
archbishop of Los Angeles from 1985 and cardinal
from 1991.

Natalie Maines (14 Oct 1974, Lubbock TX), American
country vocalist (for the Dixie Chicks).

Mohammed ibn Rashid al-Maktum (1949, Dubai,
British Trucial States [now in United Arab Emi-
rates]?), UAE sheikh; crown prince from 1995 and
ruler of Dubai from 2006.

Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi (14 Apr 1945, Lepa,
Samoa), Samoan politician; prime minister of
Samoa from 1998.

Nuri (Kamal) al-Maliki (Jawad al-Maliki; Abu Isra; 1
Jul 1950, near Karbala, Iraq), Iraqi politician
(Shi‘ite); prime minister of Iraq from 2006.

Evgeni Malkin (31 Jul 1986, Magnitogorsk, Russia),
Russian ice-hockey player.

John (Gavin) Malkovich (9 Dec 1953, Christopher IL),
American film actor and filmmaker.

David (George Joseph) Malouf (20 Mar 1934, Bris-
bane, QLD, Australia), Australian poet and novelist;
recipient of the 2000 Neustadt Prize.

David (Alan) Mamet (30 Nov 1947, Chicago IL),
American playwright, director, and screenwriter.

Joe Manchin (Joseph Manchin Ill; 24 Aug 1947,
Farmington WV), American businessman and politi-
cian (Democrat); governor of West Virginia from
2005.

Nelson (Rolihlahla) Mandela (18 Jul 1918, Umtata,
Cape of Good Hope, Union of South Africa [now
Mthatha, South Africa]), South African black na-
tionalist leader and statesman; he was a political
prisoner, 1962-90, president of South Africa
(1994-99), and corecipient of the 1993 Nobel
Peace Prize.

Barry Manilow (Barry Alan Pincus; 17 Jun 1946,
Brooklyn NY), American pop singer and songwriter.

Michael (Kenneth) Mann (5 Feb 1943, Chicago IL),
American film director.

Eli(sha Nelson) Manning (3 Jan 1981, New Orleans
LA), American pro football quarterback.

Patrick (Augustus Merving) Manning (17 Aug 1946,
San Fernando, Trinidad, British West Indies [now in
Trinidad and Tobago]), Trinidadian politician; prime
minister of Trinidad and Tobago, 1991-95 and
again from 2001.

Peyton (Williams) Manning (24 Mar 1976, New Or-
leans LA), American pro football quarterback.

John H. Marburger Ill (19417, Staten Island NY),
American physicist; presidential science adviser
and head of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy, 2001-09.

Sergio Marchionne (17 Jun 1952, Chieti, Italy), Italian
Canadian businessman; CEO of Chrysler Group
LLC.

Brice Marden (15 Oct 1938, Bronxville NY), American
minimalist painter and printmaker.

Margrethe Il (Margrethe Alexandrine Thorhildur In-
grid; 16 Apr 1940, Copenhagen, Denmark), Danish
royal; queen from 1972.

Mariam (Mariam Doumbia; 15 Apr 1958), Malian
singer (of Amadou and Mariam).

Mariza (Mariza Nunes; 19747, Mozambique), Por-
tuguese fado singer.

Mary Ellen Mark (20 Mar 1940, Philadelphia PA),
American photojournalist.

Jack Markell (26 Nov 1940, Newark DE), American
politician (Democrat); governor of Delaware from
2009.

Branford Marsalis (26 Aug 1960, Breaux Bridge LA),
American jazz saxophonist, bandleader, and pro-
ducer.

Wynton Marsalis (18 Oct 1961, New Orleans LA),
American jazz trumpeter and composer.

Yann Martel (25 Jun 1963, Salamanca, Spain), Span-
ish-born Canadian novelist; recipient of the 2002
Man Booker Prize.

Kevin Martin (14 Dec 1966, Charlotte NC), American
politician and chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, 2005-09.

Steve Martin (14 Aug 1945, Waco TX), American
comedic actor, screenwriter, playwright, and author;
recipient of a 2007 Kennedy Center Honor.

Ricardo (Alberto) Martinelli (Berrocal) (11 Mar 1952,
Panama City, Panama), Panamanian politician;
president from 2009.

Mel Martinez (Melquiades Rafael Martinez; 23 Oct
1946, Sagua la Grande, Cuba), Cuban-born Ameri-
can politician and official; US secretary of housing
and urban development, 2001-03, senator (Repub-
lican) from Florida, 2005-09, and general chairman
of the Republican National Committee in 2007.

Mary (Mary Donaldson; 5 Feb 1972, Hobart, TAS,
Australia), Australian-born marketing executive and
crown princess of Denmark; wife of Crown Prince
Frederik (married 14 May 2004).

Masako (Masako Owada; 9 Dec 1963, Tokyo, Japan),
Japanese royal; princess consort of Crown Prince
Naruhito (married 9 Jun 1993).

Toshihide Maskawa (7 Feb 1940, Nagoya, Japan),
Japanese physicist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel
Prize for Physics.

Master P (Percy Miller; 29 Apr 1970, New Orleans
LA), American gangsta rap performer and producer.

Kalkot Mataskelekele (Mauliliu) (24 Apr 1949, Port
Vila?, New Hebrides [now Vanuatu]), Vanuatuan
lawyer and politician; president, 2004-09.

Mathilde (Mathilde d’'Udekem d’Acoz; 21 Jan 1973,
Uccle, Belgium), Belgian royal; princess consort of
Prince Philippe (married 4 Dec 1999) and heir to
the throne.

Hideki Matsui (12 Jun 1974, Ishikawa prefecture,
Japan), Japanese baseball outfielder.

Koichiro Matsuura (29 Sep 1937, Tokyo, Japan),
Japanese diplomat and international official; direc-
tor general of UNESCO from 1999.

Daisuke Matsuzaka (13 Sep 1980, Tokyo, Japan),
Japanese baseball player.

Dave Matthews (David John Matthews; 9 Jan 1967,
Johannesburg, South Africa), American rock musi-
cian (of the Dave Matthews Band).

Maxima (Méxima Zorreguieta Cerruti; 17 May 1971,
Buenos Aires, Argentina), Argentine-born Dutch in-
vestment banker and princess consort of Crown
Prince Willem-Alexander (married 2 Feb 2002).

John (Clayton) Mayer (16 Oct 1977, Bridgeport CT),
American singer and songwriter.

Thom Mayne (19 Jan 1944, Waterbury CT), American
architect; recipient of the 2005 Pritzker Prize.

Floyd Mayweather, Jr. (“Pretty Boy”; 24 Feb 1977,
Grand Rapids MI), American boxing champion in
several weight classes, from lightweight to super
welterweight.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw (19547, Bangalore [now Ben-
galuru], India), Indian business executive; founder
(1978) of Biocon India, India’s first biotechnology
company.
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Thabo (Mvuyelwa) Mbeki (18 Jun 1942, I|dutywa,
Cape of Good Hope, Union of South Africa [now in
Eastern Cape province, South Africa]), South
African politician; president, 1999-2008.

Mary (Patricia) McAleese (27 Jun 1951, Belfast,
Northern Ireland), Irish politician; president from
1997.

James (Andrew) McAvoy (21 Apr 1979, Glasgow,
Scotland), British actor.

John (Sidney) McCain Il (29 Aug 1936, Panama
Canal Zone), American politician (Republican); sen-
ator from Arizona from 1987; the Republican can-
didate for president in 2008.

Cormac McCarthy (Charles McCarthy, Jr; 20 Jul
1933, Providence RI), American novelist in the
Southern gothic tradition.

(James) Paul McCartney (18 Jun 1942, Liverpool,
England), British singer, songwriter, and former
member of the Beatles.

Stella (Nina) McCartney (13 Sep 1971, London, Eng-
land), British fashion designer.

Matthew McConaughey (4 Nov 1969, Uvalde TX),
American film actor.

Mike McConnell (John Michael McConnell; 26 Jul
1943, Greenville SC), American military intelligence
officer; director of the National Security Agency,
1992-96, and director of national intelligence,
2007-09.

(Addison) Mitch(ell) McConnell (Jr.) (20 Feb 1942,
Tuscumbia, AL), American politician (Republican);
senator from Kentucky from 1985, Senate whip,
2003-07, and Senate leader from 2007.

David McCullough (7 Jul 1933, Pittsburgh PA), Amer-
ican biographer and historian.

Audra (Ann) McDonald (3 Jul 1970, West Berlin,
West Germany [now in Berlin, Germany), American
theater actress.

Frances McDormand (23 Jun 1957, Chicago IL),
American film actress.

John (Patrick) McEnroe, Jr. (16 Feb 1959, Wies-
baden, West Germany), American tennis player and
TV sportscaster.

Reba McEntire (28 Mar 1954, McAlester OK), Ameri-
can country singer and TV and film actress.

lan (Russell) McEwan (21 Jun 1948, Aldershot, Eng-
land), British novelist.

Glenn (Donald) McGrath (9 Feb 1970, Dubbo, NSW,
Australia), Australian cricket fast bowler.

Phil(lip C.) McGraw (1 Sep 1950, Vinita OK), Ameri-
can talk-show host, author, and psychologist-edu-
cator.

(Samuel) Tim(othy) McGraw (1 May 1967, Delhi LA),
American country-and-western singer.

Dalton McGuinty (19 Jul 1955, Ottawa, ON, Canada),
Canadian lawyer and politician (Liberal); premier of
Ontario from 2003.

Kevin McKenzie (29 Apr 1954, Burlington VT), Ameri-
can ballet dancer, choreographer, and director.

Beverley McLachlin (7 Sep 1943, Pincher Creek, AB,
Canada), Canadian Supreme Court justice from
1989 and chief justice from 2000.

Vince McMahon (Vincent Kennedy McMahon, Jr.; 24
Aug 1945, Pinehurst NC), American wrestling pro-
moter; owner of World Wrestling Entertainment,
Inc., from 1982.

Larry McMurtry (3 Jun 1936, Wichita Falls TX), Amer-
ican novelist.

W. James McNerney, Jr. (22 Aug 1949, Providence
RI), American corporate executive; chairman of the
board, president, and CEO of the Boeing Co. from
2005.

Marian McPartland (Margaret Marian Turner; 20 Mar
1918, Slough, England), English-born jazz pianist
and composer.

James M. McPherson (11 Oct 1936, Valley City ND),
American historian of slavery and the antislavery
movement.

lan McShane (29 Sep 1942, Blackburn, Lancashire,
England), British film and TV actor.

Jon Meacham (1969, Chattanooga TN), American au-
thor, political commentator, and magazine editor;
his American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White
House won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for biography or
autobiography.

Russell (Charles) Means (10 Nov 1939, Pine Ridge
SD), American Lakota Sioux activist.

Dmitry (Anatolyevich) Medvedev (14 Sep 1965,
Leningrad, USSR [now St. Petersburg, Russial),
Russian lawyer and politician; president of Russia
from 2008.

Zubin Mehta (29 Apr 1936, Bombay, British India
[now Mumbai, India]), Indian orchestral conduc-
tor; music director of the lIsrael Philharmonic
from 1977; recipient of a 2008 Praemium Impe-
riale.

Cildo Meireles (1948, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), Brazil-
ian installation artist and sculptor.

John Mellencamp (Johnny Cougar; John Cougar Mel-
lencamp; 7 Oct 1951, Seymour IN), American
singer and songwriter.

Eva Mendes (5 Mar 1974, Miami FL), American
model and film actress.

Sam(uel Alexander) Mendes (1 Aug 1965, Reading,
England), British film director.

Paulo Mendes da Rocha (25 Oct 1928, Vitdria, Es-
pirito Santo state, Brazil), Brazilian architect and
professor; recipient of the 2006 Pritzker Prize.

Fradique de Menezes (1942), Sdo Tomé and Principe
politician; president, 2001-03 and again from
2003.

Angela Merkel (Angela Dorothea Kasner; 17 Jul
1954, Hamburg, West Germany), German politician
(Christian Democratic Union); chancellor of Ger-
many from 2005.

Hans-Rudolf Merz (10 Nov 1942, Herisau, Switzer-
land), Swiss politician; president from 2009.

W(illiam) S(tanley) Merwin (30 Sep 1927, New York
NY), American poet and translator; his The Shadow
of Sirius won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for poetry.

Stipe Mesic (Stjepan Mesic; 24 Dec 1934, Orahovica,
Yugoslavia [now in Croatia]), Croatian politician;
president from 2000.

Mette-Marit (Mette-Marit Tjessem Hgiby; 19 Aug
1973, Kristiansand, Norway), Norwegian royal;
princess consort of Crown Prince Haakon (married
25 Aug 2001).

Pierre de Meuron (8 May 1950, Basel, Switzerland),
Swiss architect; corecipient of the 2001 Pritzker
Prize and of a Praemium Imperiale in 2007.

Stephenie Meyer (24 Dec 1973, Hartford CT), Ameri-
can author of fiction for young adults.

Jonathan Rhys Meyers (Jonathan Michael Francis
O’Keefe; 27 Jul 1977, Dublin, Ireland), Irish film
actor.

M.LA. (Mathangi [“Maya”] Arulpragasam; 18 Jul
1975, London, England), British-born rapper.

Michael (Michael Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen; ruled as
Mihai I; 25 Oct 1921, Sinaia, Romania), Romanian
king, 1927-30 (under regency) and 1940-47.

Lorne Michaels (Lorne Michael Lipowitz; 17 Nov
1944, Toronto, ON, Canada), Canadian-born TV and
film producer.
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James (Alix) Michel (16 Aug 1944, Mahe Island, Sey-
chelles), Seychelles politician; president from
2004.

Roberto Micheletti (Bain) (13 Aug 1948, El Progreso,
Honduras), Honduran politician; de facto president
from 2009, as the result of a military ouster of
Pres. Manuel Zelaya.

Michiko (Michiko Shoda; 20 Oct 1934, Tokyo, Japan),
Japanese royal; empress consort of Emperor Aki-
hito (married 10 Apr 1959).

Bette Midler (1 Dec 1945, Honolulu Hl), American co-
median, singer, and actress.

Midori (Midori Goto; 25 Oct 1971, Osaka, Japan),
Japanese-born American violinist.

David (Wright) Miliband (15 Jul 1965, London, Eng-
land), British politician (Labour); foreign secretary
from 2007.

David (Raymond) Miller (26 Dec 1958, San Fran-
cisco CA), American-born Canadian politician (inde-
pendent); mayor of Toronto from 2003.

Dennis Miller (3 Nov 1953, Pittsburgh PA), American
TV comedian, radio talk-show host, and writer.

(Samuel) Bode Miller (12 Oct 1977, Easton NH),
American Alpine skier.

Sienna (Rose) Miller (28 Dec 1981, New York NY),
American-born British stage and film actress.

Sue Miller (29 Nov 1943, Chicago IL), American nov-
elist.

John Atta Mills (21 Jul 1944, Tarkwa, Gold Coast
[now Ghanal]), Ghanaian politician; president from
2009.

Ruth Ann Minner (Ruth Ann Coverdale; 17 Jan 1935,
Milford DE), American politician (Democrat); gover-
nor of Delaware (2001-09).

Kylie (Ann) Minogue (28 May 1968, Melbourne, VIC,
Australia), Australian actress and pop singer.

Helen Mirren (llyena Lydia Mironoff; 26 Jul 1945,
Chiswick, London, England), British stage, TV, and
film actress.

Joni Mitchell (Roberta Joan Anderson; 7 Nov 1943,
Fort Macleod, AB, Canada), Canadian singer, song-
writer, and painter.

Efthimios E. Mitropoulos (30 May 1939, Piraeus,
Greece), Greek international official; secretary-gen-
eral of the International Maritime Organization from
2004.

Lakshmi (Narayan) Mittal (15 Jun 1950, Sadulpur,
Rajasthan state, India), Indian-born British steel
magnate.

Satoshi Miura (3 Apr 1944, Japan?), Japanese cor-
porate executive; CEO and president of Nippon
Telephone & Telegraph from 2007.

Ratko Mladic (12 Mar 1943, Kalinovik village,
Bosnia, Yugoslavia [now in Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina]), Bosnian Serb military officer sought as a war
criminal.

N(avarre) Scott Momaday (27 Feb 1934, Lawton OK),
American writer of Kiowa heritage.

Thomas S(pencer) Monson (21 Aug 1927, Salt Lake
City UT), American church leader; president of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from
2008.

Luc Montagnier (18 Aug 1932, Chabris, France),
French scientist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel Prize
for Physiology or Medicine.

Alan Moore (18 Nov 1953), British author and cre-
ator of graphic novels.

Demi Moore (Demetria Gene Guynes; 11 Nov 1962,
Roswell NM), American film actress.

Julianne Moore (Julie Anne Smith; 3 Dec 1960, Fayet-
teville NC), American film actress.

Lorrie Moore (Marie Lorena Moore; 13 Jan 1957,
Glens Falls NY), American short-story writer and
novelist.

Mandy Moore (Amanda Leigh Moore; 10 Apr 1984,
Nashua NH), American pop singer and film ac-
tress.

Michael Moore (23 Apr 1954, Davison MIl), American
film director and author.

(Juan) Evo Morales (Ayma) (26 Oct 1959, Orinoca,
Bolivia), Bolivian farm-union leader; president from
2006.

Jason Moran (21 Jan 1975, Houston TX), American
jazz pianist and bandleader.

Luis Moreno Ocampo (4 Jun 1952, Buenos Aires,
Argentina), Argentine lawyer; the first chief prose-
cutor of the International Criminal Court, from
2003.

Rhodri Morgan (29 Sep 1939, Cardiff, Wales), Welsh
politician (Labour); first minister of Wales from
2000.

Manny Mori (Emanuel Mori; 1948, Chuuk state?, Mi-
cronesia), Micronesian politician; president from
2007.

Mark Morris (29 Aug 1956, Seattle WA), American
dancer and choreographer.

Toni Morrison (Chloe Anthony Wofford; 18 Feb 1931,
Lorain OH), American novelist; recipient of the
1993 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Viggo (Peter) Mortensen (20 Oct 1958, New York NY),
American film actor.

Martin Mosebach (31 Jul 1951, Frankfurt am Main,
West Germany), German novelist; recipient of the
2007 Georg Bulchner Prize.

Walter Mosley (12 Jan 1952, Los Angeles CA), Amer-
ican writer of science fiction and mystery novels.
Kgalema (Petrus) Motlanthe (19 Jul 1949, Johan-
nesburg, Union of South Africa), South African
politician (African National Congress); president,

2008-09, and deputy president from 2009.

Andrew Motion (26 Oct 1952, London, England), Eng-
lish poet, teacher, editor, and biographer; poet lau-
reate of England, 1999-2009.

Patrice (Tlhopane) Motsepe (28 Jan 1962, Johan-
nesburg, South Africa), South African mining tycoon
and sports club owner; founder (1997) and chair-
man of African Rainbow Minerals Ltd.

Markos Moulitsas (Zuniga) (“Kos”; 11 Sep 1971,
Chicago IL), American populist journalist and blog-
ger; founder and editor of the Daily Kos blog from
2002.

Amr Muhammad Moussa (3 Oct 1936, Cairo, Egypt),
Egyptian secretary-general of the League of Arab
States from 2001.

Bill Moyers (Billy Don Moyers; 5 Jun 1934, Hugo OK),
American TV journalist, former government official,
and author.

Mswati Il (19 Apr 1968, Swaziland), Swazi royal; king
of Swaziland from 1986.

(Muhammed) Hosni Mubarak (4 May 1928, Al-Minu-
fiyah governorate, Egypt), Egyptian politician; presi-
dent from 1981.

Daniel H. Mudd (1959), American corporate execu-
tive; president and CEO of Fannie Mae, 2005-08.

Edward A. Mueller (1947, St. Louis MO), American
corporate executive; chairman and CEO of Qwest
Communications International Inc. from 2007.

Lisel Mueller (Lisel Neumann; 8 Feb 1924, Hamburg,
Germany), German-born American poet.

Robert S(wan) Mueller Ill (7 Aug 1944, New York NY),
American government official; FBI director from
2001.



PEOPLE 61

Robert (Gabriel) Mugabe (21 Feb 1924, Kutama,
Southern Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe]), Zimbabwean
politician; the first prime minister (1980-87) of the
reconstituted state of Zimbabwe and president
from 1987.

Muhammad VI (Muhammad ibn al-Hassan; 21 Aug
1963, Rabat, Morocco), Moroccan royal; king from
1999.

Ali Muhammad Mujawar (1953, Shabwah, British-
protected Aden [now in Yemen]), Yemeni politician;
prime minister from 2007.

Michael (Bernard) Mukasey (28 Jul 1941, Bronx NY),
American jurist; US attorney general, 2007 -09.

Pranab Mukherjee (11 Dec 1935, Mirati village, West
Bengal, British India), Indian politician (Indian Na-
tional Congress); foreign minister, 1995-96 and
2006-09, and finance minister from 2009.

Alan Mulally (4 Aug 1945, Oakland CA), American
businessman; president and CEO of Ford Motor Co.

Paul Muldoon (20 Jun 1951, Portadown, Northern
Ireland), Irish-born American poet.

Alice Munro (Alice Anne Laidlaw; 10 Jul 1931, Wing-
ham, ON, Canada), Canadian short-story writer; re-
cipient of the 2009 Man Booker International Prize.

(Keith) Rupert Murdoch (11 Mar 1931, Melbourne,
VIC, Australia), Australian-born British newspaper
publisher and media entrepreneur; founder of the
global media holding company News Corporation
Ltd.

Eddie Murphy (3 Apr 1961, Brooklyn NY), American
comedian and film actor.

Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor (24 Aug 1932,
Reading, Berkshire, England), British church leader;
archbishop of Westminster (leader of the Roman
Catholic Church in the UK), 2000-09, and cardinal
from 2001.

Narayana Murthy (20 Aug 1946, Kolar, British India),
Indian international business executive and pio-
neer in India’s high-tech industry; cofounder and
chairman of Infosys Technologies Ltd., a technology
and consulting firm.

Yoweri (Kaguta) Museveni (15 Aug 1944, Mbarra dis-
trict, Uganda), Ugandan politician; president from
1986.

Pervez Musharraf (Pervez Musharraf Nish-i-imtiaz; 11
Aug 1943, New Delhi, British India), Pakistani mili-
tary leader and politician; head of Pakistan’s gov-
ernment, 1999-2001, and president, 2001-08.

Bingu wa Mutharika (24 Feb 1934, Thyolo district,
British Nyasaland [now Malawi]), Malawian politi-
cian (United Democratic Front); president from
2004.

Riccardo Muti (28 Jul 1941, Naples, ltaly), Italian
conductor; music director of La Scala Orchestra in
Milan, 1986-2005; named to become music di-
rector of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra from
2010.

Anne-Sophie Mutter (29 Jun 1963, Rheinfelden,
West Germany), German violinist.

Mike Myers (25 May 1963, Scarborough, ON,
Canada), Canadian comedian and actor.

James Nachtwey (14 Mar 1948, Syracuse NY), Amer-
ican news photographer.

Rafael Nadal (Parera) (3 Jun 1986, Manacor, Mal-
lorca, Spain), Spanish tennis player.

Ralph Nader (27 Feb 1934, Winsted CT), American
social activist and politician; he was a presidential
candidate in 2000, 2004, and 2008.

(Clarence) Ray Nagin, Jr. (11 Jun 1956, New Orleans
LA), American politician (Democrat); mayor of New
Orleans from 2002.

Parminder K. Nagra (5 Oct 1975, Leicester, Leices-
tershire, England), British film and TV actress.

Khalifah ibn Zayid Al Nahyan (c. 1948, Al-‘Ayn, Abu
Dhabi, British Trucial States [now United Arab Emi-
rates]), UAE sheikh; ruler of Abu Dhabi and presi-
dent of the United Arab Emirates from 2004.

V(idiadhar) S(urajprasad) Naipaul (17 Aug 1932, Ch-
aguanas, Trinidad, British West Indies [now in
Trinidad and Tobago]), Trinidadian-born British
writer; recipient of the 2001 Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture.

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak (23 Jul 1953, Kuala
Lipis, Malaysia), Malaysian politician; prime minis-
ter from 2009.

Yoichiro Nambu (18 Jan 1921, Tokyo, Japan), Ameri-
can physicist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel Prize for
Physics.

Giorgio Napolitano (29 Jun 1925, Naples, ltaly), Ital-
ian politician (Communist); president from 2006.
Janet Napolitano (29 Nov 1957, New York NY), Amer-
ican politician (Democrat); governor of Arizona,
2003-09, and US secretary of homeland security

from 2009.

Robert (Louis) Nardelli (17 May 1948, Old Forge PA),
American corporate executive; CEO of the Home
Depot, Inc., 2000-07, and of Chrysler Corp.,
2007-09.

Naruhito (23 Feb 1960, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese
crown prince.

Nas (Nasir bin Olu Dara Jones; “Nasty Nas”; “Nas Es-
cobar”; 14 Sep 1973, Queens NY), American hip-
hop artist.

Milton Nascimento (26 Oct 1942, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil), Brazilian pop singer and songwriter.

Mohamed Nasheed (17 May 1967, Male, Maldives),
Maldivian politician; president from 2008.

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah (31 Aug 1960, Borj Ham-
moud, Beirut, Lebanon), Lebanese Islamic extrem-
ist military leader; secretary-general of Hezbollah
from 1992.

Taslima Nasrin (25 Aug 1962, Mymensingh,
Bangladesh), Bangladeshi Islamic feminist writer.
S(ellapan) R(amanathan) Nathan (3 Jul 1924, Sin-
gapore?), Singaporean politician; president from

1999.

Bruce Nauman (6 Nov 1941, Fort Wayne IN), Ameri-
can sculptor and installation and performance
artist.

Nursultan Nazarbayev (6 Jul 1940, Chemolgan,
USSR [now in Kazakhstan]), Kazakh politician; pres-
ident from 1990.

Youssou N’Dour (1 Oct 1959, Dakar, French West
Africa [now in Senegal]), Senegalese singer and
songwriter.

Liam Neeson (William Neeson; 7 Jun 1952, Bally-
mena, Northern Ireland), British film actor.

Willie (Hugh) Nelson (30 Apr 1933, Fort Worth TX),
American songwriter and guitarist.

Madhav Kumar Nepal (9 Mar 1953, Gaur, Nepal),
Nepalese politician; prime minister from 2009.

Nerses Bedros XIX (Boutros Tarmouni; 17 Jan 1940,
Cairo, Egypt), Armenian churchman; patriarch of
the Catholic Armenians from 1999.

Benjamin Netanyahu (21 Oct 1949, Tel Aviv [now Tel
Aviv-Yafo], Israel), Israeli politician; prime minister,
1996-99 and again from 2009.

Randy Newman (Randall Stuart Newman; 28 Nov
1943, Los Angeles CA), American songwriter,
singer, and pianist.

Marc Newson (1963, Sydney, NSW, Australia), Aus-
tralian industrial designer.
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Thandie Newton (Thandiwe Newton; 6 Nov 1972,
Zambia), Zambian-born British TV and film actress.

Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo (1942, Acoacan,
Rio Muni [now Equatorial Guinea)), Equatorial
Guinean politician; president of Equatorial Guinea
from 1979.

Ngugi wa Thiong'o (James Thiong’o Ngugi; 5 Jan
1938, Limuru, Kenya), Kenyan novelist.

Nguyen Minh Triet (8 Oct 1942, Ben Cat district,
French Indochina [now in Vietnam]), Vietnamese
politician; president from 2006.

Nguyen Tan Dung (17 Nov 1949, Ca Mau, French In-
dochina [now in Vietnam]), Vietnamese politician;
prime minister from 2006.

Vincent Gerard Nichols (8 Nov 1945, Crosby, Mersey-
side, England), British church leader; archbishop of
Westminster (leader of the Roman Catholic Church
in the UK) from 2009.

Jack Nicholson (John Joseph Nicholson; 22 Apr
1937, Neptune NJ), American film actor.

Takashi Nishioka (19367, Japan?), Japanese corpo-
rate executive; chairman of Mitsubishi Motors Corp.
from 2005.

Jay Nixon (Jeremiah W. Nixon; 13 Feb 1956, De Soto
MO), American politician (Democrat); governor of
Missouri from 2008.

Pierre Nkurunziza (18 Dec 1963, Ngozi province, Bu-
rundi), Burundian Hutu rebel leader; president from
2005.

Ronald K(enneth) Noble (19577, New Jersey), Ameri-
can law professor and government official; secre-
tary-general of Interpol from 2000.

Christopher (Jonathan James) Nolan (30 Jul 1970,
London, England), British film director.

Indra Nooyi (28 Oct 1955, Madras [now Chennail,
Tamil Nadu state, India), Indian-born American
businesswoman; chairman and CEO of PepsiCo
from 2007.

Norodom Sihamoni (14 May 1953, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia), Cambodian royal; king from 2004.

Norodom Sihanouk (Preah Baht Samdach Preah
Norodom Sihanuk Varman; 31 Oct 1922, Phnom
Penh, Cambodia), Cambodian king, 1941-55 and
1993-2004; head of state, 1960-70 and
1991-93.

Chris Noth (13 Nov 1954, Madison WI), American film
and TV actor.

Lynn Nottage (1964, Brooklyn NY), American play-
wright; her Ruined won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for
drama.

Jean Nouvel (12 Aug 1945, Fumel, France), French
architect; recipient of a Praemium Imperiale in
2001 and the 2008 Pritzker Prize.

Jim Nussle (James Allen Nussle; 27 Jun 1960, Des
Moines IA), American politician (Republican); direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
2007-09.

Michael A(nthony) Nutter (29 Jun 1957, Philadelphia
PA), American politician (Democrat); mayor of
Philadelphia from 2008.

Joyce Carol Oates (16 Jun 1938, Lockport NY), Amer-
ican novelist, short-story writer, and essayist.

Thoraya Obaid (2 Mar 1945, Baghdad, Iraq), Iraqi-
born Saudi Arabian civil servant; executive director
of the UN Population Fund from 2001.

Barack (Hussein) Obama (ll) (4 Aug 1961, Honolulu
HI), American politician (Democrat); 44th president
of the US, from 2009.

Michelle Obama (Michelle LaVaughn Robinson; 17
Jan 1964, Chicago IL), American first lady; wife of
Pres. Barack Obama (married 3 Oct 1992).

Conan O’Brien (18 Apr 1963, Brookline MA), Ameri-
can TV talk-show host.

Lorena Ochoa (15 Nov 1981, Guadalajara, Jalisco
state, Mexico), Mexican golfer.

Mark O’Connor (5 Aug 1961, Seattle WA), American
country fiddle player.

Sandra Day O’Connor (26 Mar 1930, El Paso TX),
American jurist; associate justice of the US
Supreme Court, 1981-2005, the first woman ap-
pointed to the court.

Piermaria J. Oddone (26 Mar 1944, Arequipa, Peru),
Peruvian-born American experimental particle
physicist and administrator; director of the Fermi
National Accelerator Laboratory from 2005.

Raila (Amollo) Odinga (7 Jan 1945, Maseno, Nyanza
province, British Kenya), Kenyan politician (Liberal
Democratic); prime minister from 2008.

Nelson O. Oduber (7 Feb 1947), Aruban prime minis-
ter, 1989-94 and again from 2001.

Kenzaburo Oe (31 Jan 1935, Ose, Ehime prefecture,
Japan), Japanese novelist; recipient of the 1994
Nobel Prize for Literature.

Sadaharu Oh (20 May 1940, Tokyo, Japan), Japanese
baseball player.

Keith Olbermann (27 Jan 1959, New York NY), Amer-
ican TV sportscaster and commentator.

Claes (Thure) Oldenburg (28 Jan 1929, Stockholm,
Sweden), Swedish-born Pop-art sculptor.

Sharon Olds (19 Nov 1942, San Francisco CA), Amer-
ican poet.

Jamie Oliver (27 May 1975, Essex, England), British
chef and TV personality.

Ehud Olmert (30 Sep 1945, Binyamina, British Pales-
tine [now in Israel]), Israeli politician (Kadima);
prime minister, 2006-09.

Ashley (Fuller) Olsen (13 Jun 1986, Sherman Oaks
CA), American former child star and a marketing
phenomenon in modeling, films, TV, and music
videos.

Mary-Kate Olsen (13 Jun 1986, Sherman Oaks CA),
American former child star and a marketing phe-
nomenon in modeling, films, TV, and music
videos.

Martin (Joseph) O’'Malley (18 Jan 1963, Washington
DC), American politician (Democrat); mayor of Balti-
more, 1999-2007, and governor of Maryland from
2007.

Sean Patrick O’'Malley (29 Jun 1944, Lakewood OH),
American Roman Catholic churchman; archbishop
of Boston from 2003; cardinal from 2006.

Marc Ona Essangui (19647, Gabon?), Gabonese en-
vironmental activist; winner of the 2009 Goldman
Environmental Prize.

(Philip) Michael Ondaatje (12 Sep 1943, Colombo,
British Ceylon [now Sri Lanka]), Canadian novelist
and poet.

Shaquille (Rashaun) O’Neal (6 Mar 1972, Newark
NJ), American basketball center.

Makoto Ooka (16 Feb 1931, Mishima, Shizuoka pre-
fecture, Japan), Japanese poet and literary critic.
Bill O'Reilly (William James O'Reilly, Jr.; 10 Sep 1949,
New York NY), American TV journalist and talk-show

host.

David J. O'Reilly (January 1947, Dublin, Ireland),
Irish-born American corporate executive; chairman
and CEO of ChevronTexaco Corp. from 2000.

Suze Orman (5 Jun 1951, Chicago IL), American fi-
nancial adviser and best-selling author.

Peter Orszag (16 Dec 1968, Boston MA), American
economist; director of the Office of Management
and Budget from 2009.
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Amancio Ortega Gaona (28 Mar 1936, Leodn,
Spain), Spanish textile magnate; founder (1985)
and chairman of Inditex Group and of its sub-
sidiary Zara Espana S.A., a retail and distribution
company.

(José) Daniel Ortega (Saavedra) (11 Nov 1945, La
Libertad, Nicaragua), Nicaraguan guerrilla leader
and politician; president, 1984-90 and again from
2007.

Joel Osteen (5 Mar 1963, Houston TX), American
evangelist; head of the Lakewood Church in Hous-
ton.

Paul S. Otellini (12 Oct 1950, San Francisco CA),
American corporate executive; president of Intel
Corp. from 2002 and CEO from 2005.

Peter (Seamus) O'Toole (2 Aug 1932, Connemara,
County Galway, Irish Free State), British stage and
film actor.

Butch Otter (Clement Leroy Otter; 3 May 1942, Cald-
well ID), American politician (Republican); governor
of Idaho from 2007.

Alexander (Mikhailovich) Ovechkin (17 Sep 1985,
Moscow, USSR [now in Russia]), Russian hockey
player.

Hisashi Owada (18 Sep 1932, Niigata, Japan), Japan-
ese jurist; president of the International Court of
Justice from 2009.

Clive Owen (3 Oct 1964, Keresley, Coventry, War-
wickshire, England), British actor.

Amos 0z (4 May 1939, Jerusalem, British Palestine),
Israeli novelist, short-story writer, and essayist.

Mehmet Oz (11 Jun 1960, Cleveland OH), American
cardiac surgeon, professor, TV medical expert, and
author.

Cynthia Ozick (17 Apr 1928, New York NY), American
novelist, short-story writer, and playwright.

Makoto Ozone (25 Mar 1961, Kobe, Japan), Japan-
ese jazz pianist.

Rajendra K. Pachauri (20 Aug 1940, Nainital,
Uttar Pradesh [now in Uttarakhand state], British
India), Indian businessman; head of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change from
2002.

Al(fredo James) Pacino (25 Apr 1940, New York NY),
American film actor.

Larry Page (Lawrence Edward Page; 1972, East Lans-
ing MI), American computer scientist and Internet
entrepreneur who cofounded (1998) the Google In-
ternet search engine.

Borut Pahor (2 Nov 1963, Postojna, Yugoslavia [now
in Slovenia]), Slovenian politician; prime minister of
Slovenia from 2008.

Brad Paisley (28 Oct 1972, Glen Dale WV), American
contemporary country-and-western singer.

lan (Richard Kyle) Paisley (6 Apr 1926, Armagh,
County Armagh, Northern Ireland), Northern Irish
Protestant leader and politician; first minister for
Northern Ireland, 2007-08.

Sarah Palin (Sarah Heath; 11 Feb 1964, Sandpoint
ID), American politician (Republican); governor of
Alaska, 2006-09, and the Republican nominee for
vice president in 2008.

Eddie Palmieri (15 Dec 1936, New York NY), Ameri-
can jazz-salsa pianist.

Samuel J. Palmisano (29 Jul 1951), American corpo-
rate executive; president and CEO of the Interna-
tional Business Machines (IBM) Corp. from 2002.

Gwyneth Paltrow (28 Sep 1972, Los Angeles CA),
American film and stage actress.

Orhan Pamuk (7 Jun 1952, Istanbul, Turkey), Turkish
novelist; winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Leon Panetta (28 Jun 1938, Monterey CA), American
politician; congressman from California, 1977-93,
director of the Office of Management and Budget,
1993-94, White House chief of staff, 1994-97,
and director of the CIA from 2009.

Paola (Paola dei Principi Ruffo di Calabria; 11 Sep
1937, Forte dei Marmi, Italy), Italian-born Belgian
royal; queen consort of King Albert Il (married 2 Jul
1959).

Karolos Papoulias (4 Jun 1929, loannina, Greece),
Greek politician; president from 2005.

Anna (Helene) Paquin (24 Jul 1982, Winnipeg, MB,
Canada), New Zealand film actress.

Sara Paretsky (8 Jun 1947, Ames |A), American mys-
tery writer.

Nick Park (Nicholas Wulstan Park; 6 Dec 1958, Pre-
ston, Lancashire, England), British film animator.
Alan (William) Parker (14 Feb 1944, Islington, Lon-
don, England), British advertising copywriter and

film director.

Mary-Louise Parker (2 Aug 1964, Fort Jackson SC),
American actress on stage, in film, and on TV.

Sarah Jessica Parker (25 Mar 1965, Nelsonville OH),
American TV and film actress.

Mark Parkinson (24 Jun 1957, Wichita KS), American
politician (Democrat); governor of Kansas from 2009.

Suzan-Lori Parks (10 May 1963, Fort Knox KY), Amer-
ican playwright.

Sean R. Parnell (19 Nov 1962, Hanford CA), Ameri-
can politician (Republican); governor of Alaska from
2009.

Anja Parson (25 Apr 1981, Umea, Sweden), Swedish
downbhill skier.

Richard D(ean) Parsons (4 Apr 1949, Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn NY), American corporate ex-
ecutive; CEO of Time Warner (formerly AOL Time
Warner), 2002-07, and chairman of Citigroup from
2009.

Arvo Part (11 Sep 1935, Paide, Estonia), Estonian
composer.

Dolly (Rebecca) Parton (19 Jan 1946, Locust Ridge
TN), American country-and-western singer, song-
writer, and actress; recipient of a 2006 Kennedy
Center Honor.

Amy Pascal (1959, Los Angeles CA), American film
executive; chairman of Sony Pictures Entertain-
ment Motion Picture Group from 2003 and cochair-
man of Sony Pictures Entertainment from 2006.

Ann Patchett (2 Dec 1963, Los Angeles CA), Ameri-
can novelist.

David A. Paterson (20 May 1954, Brooklyn NY),
American politician (Democrat); governor of New
York from 2008.

Pratibha Patil (19 Dec 1934, Jalgaon, British India),
Indian politician; the country’s first female presi-
dent, from 2007.

Danica (Sue) Patrick (25 Mar 1982, Beloit WI), Amer-
ican race-car driver.

Deval (Laurdine) Patrick (31 Jul 1956, Chicago IL),
American politician (Democrat); governor of Massa-
chusetts from 2007.

Robert Pattinson (13 May 1986, London, England),
British actor.

Ron Paul (Ronald Ernest Paul; 20 Aug 1935, Pitts-
burgh PA), American physician and libertarian politi-
cian; congressman from Texas from 1997.

Henry M(erritt) Paulson, Jr. (28 Mar 1946, Palm
Beach FL), American corporate executive and gov-
ernment official; CEO of Goldman Sachs Group,
1999-2006, and US secretary of the treasury,
2006-09.
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Tim(othy James) Pawlenty (21 Nov 1960, St. Paul
MN), American politician (Republican); governor of
Minnesota from 2003.

James (Benjamin) Peake (18 Jun 1944, St. Louis
MO), American army medical officer; US secretary
of veterans affairs, 2007-09.

Amanda Peet (11 Jan 1972, New York NY), American
film and TV actress.

Pelé (Edson Arantes do Nascimento; 23 Oct 1940,
Trés Coracgoes, Minas Gerais state, Brazil), Brazilian
association football (soccer) legend.

Cesar Pelli (12 Oct 1926, Tucuman, Argentina), Ar-
gentine architect.

Nancy Pelosi (Nancy D’Alesandro; 26 Mar 1940, Bal-
timore MD), American politician (Democrat); con-
gresswoman from California from 1987, House De-
mocratic leader, 2003-07, and speaker of the
House from 2007.

Sean (Justin) Penn (17 Aug 1960, Santa Monica CA),
American film actor and director.

Murray Perahia (19 Apr 1947, New York NY), Ameri-
can concert pianist.

Bev(erly Eaves) Perdue (14 Jan 1947, Grundy VA),
American politician (Democrat); governor of North
Carolina from 2009.

Sonny Perdue (George Ervin Perdue IlI; 20 Dec 1946,
Perry GA), American agribusinessman and politi-
cian (Republican); governor of Georgia from 2003.

Shimon Peres (Shimon Perski; 2 Aug 1923, Wolozyn,
Poland [now Valozhyn, Belarus)), Israeli statesman,
prime minister, 1984-86 and 1995-96, and pres-
ident from 2007; he won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1994 for his efforts to work with the Palestinian
Liberation Organization.

Grayson Perry (24 Mar 1960, Chelmsford, Essex,
England), British artist; recipient of the 2003
Turner Prize.

Rick Perry (James Richard Perry; 4 Mar 1950 West
Texas), American politician (Republican); governor
of Texas from 2000.

Mary E. Peters (4 Dec 1948, Phoenix AZ), American
transportation official; US secretary of transporta-
tion, 2006-09.

David (Howell) Petraeus (7 Nov 1952, Cornwall-on-
Hudson NY), American military leader; commander
of Multinational Force Iraq (MNF-l), 2007-08, and
of US Central Command from 2008.

Michelle Pfeiffer (29 Apr 1958, Santa Ana CA), Amer-
ican film actress.

Michael Phelps (30 Jun 1985, Baltimore MD), Ameri-
can swimmer.

Regis (Francis Xavier) Philbin (25 Aug 1934, New
York NY), American TV personality.

Philip (Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark; 10 Jun
1921, Corfu, Greece), British duke of Edinburgh;
prince consort of Queen Elizabeth Il (married 20
November 1947).

Philippe (Philippe Leopold Louis Marie; 15 Apr 1960,
Brussels, Belgium), Belgian royal; duke of Brabant
and crown prince of Belgium.

(Matthew) Ryan Phillippe (10 Sep 1974, New Castle
DE), American TV and film actor.

Stone Phillips (2 Dec 1954, Texas City TX), American
TV host and anchorman.

Ellen (Philpotts-) Page (21 Feb 1987, Halifax, NS,
Canada), Canadian TV and film actress.

Joaquin Phoenix (Joaquin Raphael Bottom; 28 Oct
1974, San Juan, Puerto Rico), American film actor.

Renzo Piano (14 Sep 1937, Genoa, ltaly), Italian ar-
chitect; winner of the 1998 Pritzker Prize and the
2002 UIA Gold Medal for Architecture.

T(homas) Boone Pickens (22 May 1928, Holdenville
OK), American billionaire oilman; advocate of ag-
gressive investment in alternative energy.

Jodi Picoult (19 May 1966, Neconset, NY), American
author.

DBC Pierre (Peter Warren Finlay; June 1961,
Reynella, SA, Australia), Australian-born British nov-
elist; winner of the 2003 Man Booker Prize.

Navanethem Pillay (23 Sep 1941, Durban, Union of
South Africa), South African judge; UN high com-
missioner for human rights (from 2008).

Francois Pinault (21 Aug 1936, Les Champs-Géraux,
Brittany, France), French corporate executive (Pin-
ault-Printemps-Redoute) and art collector.

Laffit Pincay, Jr. (29 Dec 1946, Panama City,
Panama), Panamanian-born American jockey.

Jean Ping (24 Nov 1942, Omboué, French Gabon),
Gabonese statesman; UN General Assembly presi-
dent, 2004, and chairman of the Commission of
the African Union from 2008.

Pink (Alecia Beth Moore; 8 Sep 1979, Doylestown
PA), American pop singer.

Jada Pinkett Smith (Jada Koren Pinkett; 18 Sep
1971, Baltimore MD), American actress, video di-
rector, and clothing designer.

Robert Pinsky (20 Oct 1940, Long Branch NJ), Amer-
ican poet and critic; poet laureate of the US,
1997-2000.

Pedro (Verona Rodrigues) Pires (April 1934, Ilha do
Fogo, Cape Verde), Cape Verdean politician; presi-
dent from 2001.

Surin Pitsuwan (28 Oct 1949, Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Thailand), Thai intellectual and government official;
secretary-general of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations from 2008.

(William) Brad(ley) Pitt (18 Dec 1963, Shawnee OK),
American film actor.

Kira (Sergeyevna) Plastinina (1 Jun 1992, Moscow,
Russia), Russian teenage fashion designer.

Yevgeny (Viktorovich) Plushchenko (also spelled
Evgeni Plushenko; 3 Nov 1982, Solnechny, USSR
[now in Russia]), Russian figure skater.

Amy Poehler (16 Sep 1971, Burlington MA), Ameri-
can actress and comedian on TV and in films.

Hifikepunye (Lucas) Pohamba (18 Aug 1935,
Okanghudi, South West Africa [now Namibial),
Namibian independence leader and politician;
president from 2005.

Sidney Poitier (20 Feb 1927?, Miami FL), Bahamian
American stage and film actor and director.

Roman Polanski (Raimund Liebling; 18 Aug 1933,
Paris, France), Polish film director, scriptwriter, and
actor.

Judit Polgar (23 Jul 1976, Budapest, Hungary), Hun-
garian chess grand master.

Sigmar Polke (13 Feb 1941, Oels, Germany [now
Olesnica, Poland]), German Pop-art painter of Capi-
talist Realism.

Gregg Popovich (28 Jan 1949, East Chicago IN),
American professional basketball coach.

Natalie Portman (Natalie Hershlag; 9 Jun 1981,
Jerusalem, Israel), American film actress.

Zac(hary E.) Posen (24 Oct 1980, Brooklyn NY),
American fashion designer.

John E. Potter (1956, Bronx NY), American corporate
executive; CEO and postmaster general of the US
Postal Service from 2001.

Earl A. (“Rusty”) Powell Il (24 Oct 1943, Spartan-
burg SC), American museum official; director of the
National Gallery of Art in Washington DC from
1992.
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Samantha Power (1970, Ireland), Irish-born Ameri-
can writer and political adviser; foreign-policy ad-
viser to the National Security Council from 2009.

Miuccia Prada (1949, Milan, Italy), Italian fashion de-
signer.

Azim Hasham Premiji (24 Jul 1945, Bombay, British
India [now Mumbai, India]), Indian corporate execu-
tive; chairman of the Wipro Corp. of Bangalore from
1977.

Steve(n Clyde) Preston (19617, Janesville WI?),
American government official; US secretary of
housing and urban development, 2008-09.

René (Garcia) Préval (17 Jan 1943, Port-au-Prince,
Haiti), Haitian politician; president, 1996-2001
and again from 2006.

André (George) Previn (6 Apr 1929, Berlin, Germany),
German-born American pianist, composer, and con-
ductor.

Richard Price (12 Oct 1949, Bronx NY), American
novelist and screenwriter.

Prince (Prince Rogers Nelson; 7 Jun 1958, Min-
neapolis MN), American singer and songwriter.

Birgit Prinz (25 Oct 1977, Frankfurt am Main, West
Germany), German association football (soccer)
player.

Romano Prodi (9 Aug 1939, Scandiano, Italy), Italian
politician and prime minister, 1996-98 and
2006-08.

E(dna) Annie Proulx (22 Aug 1935, Norwich CT),
American writer.

Albert Pujols (José Alberto Pujols; 16 Jan 1980,
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic), Dominican
baseball player.

Georgi Purvanov (28 Jun 1957, Kovachevtsi, Bul-
garia), Bulgarian politician; president from 2002.
Vladimir (Vladimirovich) Putin (7 Oct 1952,
Leningrad, USSR [now St. Petersburg, Russial),
Russian intelligence officer; prime minister of Rus-
sia, 1999-2000, president, 1999-2008, and

prime minister again from 2008.

(Sayyid) Qabus ibn Sa‘id (18 Nov 1940, Salalah,
Oman), Omani head of state; sultan of Oman from
1970 and prime minister from 1972.

Muammar al-Qaddafi (also spelled Muammar
Khadafy, Moammar Gadhafi, or Mu‘ammar al-Qad-
hdhafi; spring 1942, near Surt, Libya), Libyan mili-
tary leader and Arab statesman; de facto chief of
state from 1969.

Dennis Quaid (9 Apr 1954, Houston TX), American
film actor.

Thomas Quasthoff (9 Nov 1959, Hildesheim, West
Germany), German bass-baritone.

Queen Latifah (Dana Elaine Owens; 18 Mar 1970,
Newark NJ), American rap musician, film actress,
and TV personality.

Anna (Marie) Quindlen (8 Jul 1953, Philadelphia PA),
American political commentator and author.

Pat Quinn (16 Dec 1948, Hinsdale IL), American
politician (Democrat); governor of lllinois from
2009.

Daniel Radcliffe (23 July 1989, Fulham, London, Eng-
land), British film and stage actor.

Paula Radcliffe (17 Dec 1973, Northwich, Cheshire,
England), British marathon runner.

Nebojsa Radmanovic (1 Oct 1949, Gracanica, Yu-
goslavia [now in Bosnia and Herzegovina]), Bosnia
and Herzegovinian politician; chairman of the pres-
idency of the republic, 2008-09.

Aishwarya Rai (1 Nov 1973, Mangalore, Karnataka
state, India), Indian beauty queen and film ac-
tress.

Sam(uel M.) Raimi (23 Oct 1959, Franklin Ml), Amer-
ican cult filmmaker.

Rain (Jeong Ji-hoon; 25 Jun 1982, Seoul, South
Korea), Korean pop singer and actor.

Mahinda Rajapakse (18 Nov 1945, British Ceylon
[now Sri Lankal), Sri Lankan politician; prime minis-
ter, 2004-05, and president from 2005.

Andry Rajoelina (30 May 1974), Malagasy politician;
president of Madagascar from 2009.

Imomali Rakhmonov (5 Oct 1952, Dangara, Tadzhik
SSR, USSR [now Tajikistan]), Tajik politician; presi-
dent from 1992.

Samuel Ramey (28 Mar 1942, Colby KS), American
operatic bass.

José Ramos-Horta (26 Dec 1949, Dili, Portuguese
Timor [now East Timor (Timor-Leste)]), Timorese na-
tionalist leader; prime minister, 2006-07, and
president from 2007; corecipient of the 1996
Nobel Peace Prize.

Gordon (James) Ramsay (8 Nov 1966, Glasgow,
Scotland), British chef and TV personality; propri-
etor of the London restaurants Aubergine,
1993-98, and Restaurant Gordon Ramsay, from
1998.

Rania al-Abdullah (Rania al-Yaseen; 31 Aug 1970,
Kuwait), Kuwaiti-born Jordanian royal; queen con-
sort of King Abdullah Il (married 10 Jun 1993).

lan Rankin (28 Apr 1960, Cardenden, Fife, Scotland),
British crime novelist.

Phylicia Rashad (Phylicia Ayers-Allen; 19 Jun 1948,
Houston TX), American TV and stage actress.

Anders Fogh Rasmussen (26 Jan 1953, Ginnerup,
Denmark), Danish politician; prime minister,
2001-09, and secretary-general of NATO from
2009.

Lars Lekke Rasmussen (15 May 1964, Vejle, Den-
mark) Danish politician; prime minister from 2009.

Aleksei (Osipovich) Ratmansky (27 Aug 1968,
Leningrad, USSR [now St. Petersburg, Russia]),
Russian dancer, choreographer, and director.

Simon (Denis) Rattle (19 Jan 1955, Liverpool, Eng-
land), British orchestra conductor; principal con-
ductor and artistic director of the Berlin Philhar-
monic from the 2002-03 season.

Marc Ravalomanana (1949, near Atananarivo,
French Madagascar), Malagasy politician; presi-
dent of Madagascar, 2002-09.

Rachael (Domenica) Ray (25 Aug 1968, Cape Cod
MA), American TV cook and cookbook author.

(Charles) Robert Redford, Jr. (18 Aug 1937, Santa
Monica CA), American film actor and director.

Lynn Redgrave (8 Mar 1943, London, England),
British stage, screen, and TV actress.

Vanessa Redgrave (30 Jan 1937, London, England),
British stage and screen actress and political ac-
tivist.

Joshua Redman (1 Feb 1969, Berkeley CA), Ameri-
can jazz saxophone player.

Sumner Redstone (Sumner Murray Rothstein; 27
May 1923, Boston MA), American media executive.

David Rees (19737?), American comic artist.

Martin J(ohn) Rees (23 Jun 1942, Shropshire, Eng-
land), British astronomer royal; recipient of the
Crafoord Prize in 2005.

Keanu (Charles) Reeves (2 Sep 1964, Beirut,
Lebanon), American actor.

Steve Reich (3 Oct 1936, New York NY), American
composer; his Double Sextet won the 2009 Pulitzer
Prize for music.

Kathy Reichs (Kathleen Joan Toelle; 1950, Chicago
IL), American anthropologist-turned-novelist.
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Harry Reid (2 Dec 1939, Searchlight NV), American
politician (Democrat); senator from Nevada from
1987, Senate whip, 1998-2005, and Senate
leader from 2005.

John C(hristopher) Reilly (24 May 1965, Chicago IL),
American stage and film actor.

Rob Reiner (6 Mar 1947, Bronx NY), American actor,
director, writer, and producer. .

(John) Fredrik Reinfeldt (4 Aug 1965, Osterhaninge,
Sweden), Swedish politician (Moderate Party);
prime minister from 2006.

Jason Reitman (19 Oct 1977, Montreal, QC, Canada),
Canadian actor, director, and writer.

M(argaret) Jodi Rell (Mary Carolyn Reavis; 16 Jun
1946, Norfolk VA), American politician (Republi-
can); governor of Connecticut from 2004.

Thomas Esang Remengesau, Jr. (1956), Palauan
politician; president, 2001-09.

Edward (Gene) Rendell (5 Jan 1944, New York NY),
American politician (Democrat); mayor of Philadel-
phia, 1992-2000, and governor of Pennsylvania
from 2003.

Ruth Rendell (Baroness Rendell of Babergh; pseudo-
nym Barbara Vine; 17 Feb 1930, London, England),
British mystery novelist.

Ryan Reynolds (23 Oct 1976, Vancouver, BC,
Canada), Canadian film actor.

Yasmina Reza (1 May 1959, Paris, France), French
playwright; winner of the 2009 Tony Award for best
play for God of Carnage.

Christina Ricci (12 Feb 1980, Santa Monica CA),
American film actress.

Anne Rice (Howard Allen O’Brien; pseudonyms A.N.
Roquelaure and Anne Rampling; 4 Oct 1941, New
Orleans LA), American Gothic novelist.

Condoleezza Rice (14 Nov 1954, Birmingham AL),
American academic and government official; na-
tional security advisor, 2001-05, and US secretary
of state, 2005-09.

Adrienne (Cecile) Rich (16 May 1929, Baltimore MD),
American poet.

(George) Maxwell Richards (1931, San Fernando,
Trinidad, British West Indies [now in Trinidad and
Tobago]), Trinidadian chemical engineer and uni-
versity professor; president of Trinidad and Tobago
from 2003.

Keith Richards (18 Dec 1943, Dartford, Kent, Eng-
land), British rock guitarist and singer (for the
Rolling Stones).

Bill Richardson (William Blaine Richardson; 15 Nov
1947, Pasadena CA), American politician (Demo-
crat); governor of New Mexico from 2003.

Nicole Richie (15 Sep 1981, Berkeley CA), American
celebrity entertainer.

Gerhard Richter (9 Feb 1932, Dresden, Germany),
German Capitalist Realist artist.

Sally K(risten) Ride (26 May 1951, Encino CA), Amer-
ican astronaut and astrophysicist.

Rihanna (Robyn Rihanna Fenty; 20 Feb 1988, Saint
Michael parish, Barbados), West Indian pop singer
and entertainer.

Robert R. Riley (3 Oct 1944, Ashland AL), American
politician (Republican); governor of Alabama from
2003.

LeAnn Rimes (28 Aug 1982, Jackson MS), American
country-and-western singer.

Kelly Ripa (2 Oct 1970, Stratford NJ), American talk-
show host and actress.

Bill Ritter (August William Ritter, Jr.; 6 Sep 1956, Den-
ver CO), American politician (Democrat); governor
of Colorado from 2007.

Rivaldo (Vitor Borba Ferreira; 19 Apr 1972, Recife,
Brazil), Brazilian association football (soccer)
player.

Geraldo (Miguel) Rivera (4 Jul 1943, Brooklyn NY),
American TV journalist and talk-show host.

Tim Robbins (16 Oct 1958, West Covina CA), Ameri-
can actor.

Cecil E(dward) Roberts, Jr. (31 Oct 1946, Kayford
WV), American labor leader; president of the United
Mine Workers of America from 1995.

John G(lover) Roberts (27 Jan 1955, Buffalo NY),
American jurist; chief justice of the US from 2005.

Julia Roberts (Julie Fiona Roberts; 28 Oct 1967,
Smyrna GA), American film actress.

Nora Roberts (Eleanor Marie Robertson; 10 Oct
1950, Silver Spring MD), American novelist.

Marilynne Robinson (1947, Sandpoint ID), American
author; recipient of the 2009 Orange Prize for Fic-
tion for Home.

Peter (David) Robinson (29 Dec 1948, Belfast,
Northern Ireland), Northern Irish Protestant loyalist
politician; first minister of Northern Ireland from
2008.

Smokey Robinson (William Robinson, Jr.; 19 Feb
1940, Detroit Ml), American R&B singer and song-
writer; recipient of a 2006 Kennedy Center Honor.

Chris Rock (7 Feb 1966, Georgetown SC), American
stand-up comedian and actor.

Kid Rock (Robert James Ritchie; 17 Jan 1971,
Romeo MI), American rap-rock artist.

Andy Roddick (30 Aug 1982, Omaha NE), American
tennis player.

Alex Rodriguez (27 Jul 1975, New York NY), American
baseball shortstop and third baseman.

Narciso Rodriguez (January 1961, New Jersey),
American fashion designer.

Robert (Anthony) Rodriguez (20 Jun 1968, San Anto-
nio TX), Mexican American filmmaker.

Seth Rogen (15 Apr 1982, Vancouver, BC, Canada),
Canadian film actor.

James E. Rogers (20 Sep 1947, Birmingham AL),
American corporate executive; president and CEO
(from 2006) and chairman of the board (from
2007) of Duke Energy.

Richard (George) Rogers (23 Jul 1933, Florence,
Italy), British architect; recipient of a Praemium Im-
periale in 2000 and the Pritzker Prize in 2007.

Jacques Rogge (2 May 1942, Ghent, Belgium), Bel-
gian Olympic yachtsman, surgeon, and sports exec-
utive; president of the International Olympic Com-
mittee from 2001.

Floyd Roland (23 Nov 1961, Inuvik, NT, Canada),
Canadian politician; premier of the Northwest Terri-
tories from 2007.

Sonny Rollins (Theodore Walter Rollins; 7 Sep 1930,
Harlem, New York NY), American jazz saxophonist.

Ray Romano (21 Dec 1957, Queens NY), American
comic actor.

(Willard) Mitt Romney (12 Mar 1947, Bloomfield Ml),
American businessman, sports executive, and
politician (Republican); governor of Massachusetts,
2003-07.

Tony Romo (21 Apr 1980, San Diego CA), American
pro football quarterback.

Ronaldo (Ronaldo Luiz Nazario de Lima; 22 Sep
1976, ltaguai, Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil), Brazil-
ian association football (soccer) player.

Cristiano Ronaldo (5 Feb 1985, Madeira, Portugal),
Portuguese association football (soccer) player.

Charlie Rose (5 Jan 1942, Henderson NC), American
TV journalist and interviewer.
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Alan Rosenberg (4 Oct 1950, Passaic NJ), American
actor; president of the Screen Actors Guild from
2005.

Diana Ross (Diane Earle; 26 Mar 1944, Detroit Ml),
American R&B singer and actress; recipient of a
2007 Kennedy Center Honor.

Wilbur Ross (28 Nov 1937, North Bergen NJ), Ameri-
can financier and turnaround specialist.

Philip (Milton) Roth (19 Mar 1933, Newark NJ), Amer-
ican novelist and short-story writer.

Mike Rounds (Marion Michael Rounds; 24 Oct 1954,
Huron SD), American politician (Republican); gover-
nor of South Dakota from 2003.

Mickey Rourke (16 Sep 1952, Schenectady NY),
American actor.

Karl Rove (25 Dec 1950, Denver CO), American right-
wing political operative, consultant, and commen-
tator; former chief strategist for Pres. George W.
Bush.

J(oanne) K(athleen) Rowling (31 Jul 1965, Chipping
Sodbury, near Bristol, Gloucestershire, England),
British author, creator of the Harry Potter series.

Rick Rubin (Frederick Jay Rubin; 10 Mar 1963, Lido
Beach NY), American record producer.

Kevin (Michael) Rudd (21 Sep 1957, Nambour, QLD,
Australia), Australian politician (Labor); prime min-
ister from 2007.

Erkki Ruoslahti (16 Feb 1940, Helsinki, Finland),
Finnish-born American cell biologist and distin-
guished professor at the Burnham Institute for
Medical Research, La Jolla CA; corecipient of a
2005 Japan Prize.

Ed(ward Joseph) Ruscha (16 Dec 1937, Omaha NE),
American Pop-art artist.

Geoffrey Rush (6 Jul 1951, Toowoomba, QLD, Aus-
tralia), Australian film actor.

(Ahmed) Salman Rushdie (19 Jun 1947, Bombay,
British India [now Mumbai, India]), Anglo-Indian
novelist.

Richard Russo (15 Jul 1949, Johnstown NY), Ameri-
can author; winner of the 2002 Pulitzer Prize for fic-
tion.

Burt Rutan (Elbert L. Rutan; 17 Jun 1943, Portland
OR), American test pilot, aerospace engineer, and
designer of specialized aircraft.

John Rutter (24 Sep 1945, London, England), British
composer and conductor; founder (1981) and
leader of the Cambridge Singers.

Kay Ryan (11 Sep 1945, San Jose CA), American
poet; recipient of the 2004 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize
and US poet laureate from 2008.

Meg Ryan (Margaret Mary Emily Anne Hyra; 19 Nov
1961, Fairfield CT), American film actress.

Alexander Rybak (13 May 1986, Minsk, USSR [now
in Belarus]), Norwegian pop singer; winner of the
2009 Eurovision Song Contest.

Winona Ryder (Winona Laura Horowitz; 29 Oct 1971,
Winona MN), American film actress.

Mikhail Saakashvili (21 Dec 1967, Thilisi, USSR [now
in Georgia]), Georgian politician; president from
2004.

Charles Saatchi (9 Jun 1943, Baghdad, Iraq), Iraqi-
born British advertising executive and art patron.
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah (19297, Kuwait

city, Kuwait), Kuwaiti sheikh; emir from 2006.

Antonio (Elias) Saca (Gonzalez) (9 Mar 1965, Usu-
lutan, El Salvador), Salvadoran politician (National-
ist Republican Alliance); president, 2004-09.

Jeffrey D(avid) Sachs (5 Nov 1954, Detroit Ml), Amer-
ican economist; involved in efforts to eradicate
poverty on a global scale.

Oliver (Wolf) Sacks (9 Jul 1933, London, England),
British-born American neurologist and author of
books on medical topics.

Mugtada al-Sadr (1974, Al-Najaf, Iraq), Iraqgi Shi‘ite
Muslim cleric, a charismatic figure in the anti-Amer-
ican and anti-Western insurrection in Iraq following
the US-led occupation of March 2003.

Ken Salazar (2 March 1955, Alamosa CO), American
lawyer and politician (Democrat); senator from Col-
orado, 2005-09, and US secretary of the interior
from 2009.

Sebastiao (Ribeiro) Salgado (8 Feb 1944, Aimorés,
Minas Gerais state, Brazil), Brazilian photographer.

‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih (21 Mar 1942, Beit al-Ahmar,
Yemen), Yemeni politician; president of Yemen
(San‘a), 1978-90, and of the unified Yemen since.

Alex(ander Elliot Anderson) Salmond (31 Dec 1954,
Linlithgow, Scotland), Scottish politician (Scottish
National Party); first minister of Scotland from
2007.

Esa-Pekka Salonen (30 Jun 1958, Helsinki, Finland),
Finnish conductor; musical director of the Los An-
geles Philharmonic, 1992-2009, and principal
conductor and artistic adviser of the Philharmonia
Orchestra, London, from 2008.

Ahmed Abdallah Sambi (5 Jun 1958, Mutsamudu,
Anjouan, French Comoro Islands), Comoran Muslim
religious leader; president from 2006.

Ivo Sanader (8 Jun 1953, Split, Yugoslavia [now in
Croatia]), Croatian scholar and politician; prime
minister, 2003-09.

Adam Sandler (9 Sep 1966, Brooklyn NY), American
comic actor.

Mark Sanford (Marshall Clement Sanford, Jr.; 15 Jan
1960, Fort Lauderdale FL), American politician (Re-
publican); governor of South Carolina from 2003.

Malam Bacai Sanha (5 May 1947, Darsalame, Por-
tuguese Guinea [now Guinea-Bissau]), Guinea-Bis-
sauan politician; president from 2009.

Johan (Alexander) Santana (Araque) (13 Mar 1979,
Tovar, Venezuela), Venezuelan pro baseball starting
pitcher.

Albert Pintat Santolaria (23 Jun 1943, Sant Julia de
Loria, Andorra), Andorran chief executive,
2005-09.

Alejandro Sanz (Alejandro Sanchez Pizarro; 18 Dec
1968, Madrid, Spain), Spanish singer-songwriter
and flamenco-pop artist.

Cristina Saralegui (29 Jan 1948, Havana, Cuba),
Cuban-born American Spanish-language TV talk-
show host.

José Saramago (16 Nov 1922, Azinhaga, Portugal),
Portuguese novelist and man of letters; recipient of
the 1998 Nobel Prize for Literature.

Susan Sarandon (Susan Abigail Tomalin; 4 Oct 1946,
New York NY), American film actress.

Serzh (Azati) Sarkisyan (30 Jun 1954, Stepanakert,
Nagorno-Karabakh autonomous oblast, USSR [now
in Azerbaijan]), Armenian politician; prime minister,
2007-08, and president from April 2008.

Tigran Sarkisyan (29 Jan 1960, Kirovakan, USSR
[now Vanadzor, Armenia]), Armenian economist
and politician; prime minister from 2008.

Nicolas Sarkozy (Nicolas Paul-Stéphane Sarkdzy de
Nagy-Bocsa; 28 Jan 1955, Paris, France), French
conservative politician; interior minister, 2005-07,
and president from 2007.

Denis Sassou-Nguesso (1943, Edou, French Equator-
ial Africa [now in the Republic of the Congo]), Con-
golese politician; president of the Republic of
Congo, 1979-92 and again from 1997.
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Marjane Satrapi (22 Nov 1969, Rasht, Iran), Iranian-
born French graphic novelist; author of the Perse-
polis books, her memoirs of Iran during the last
decades of the 20th century.

al-Walid ibn Talal ibn Abdulaziz al-Saud (1954,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia), Saudi prince and billionaire
businessman.

Diane K. Sawyer (Lila Sawyer; 22 Dec 1945, Glasgow
KY), American TV journalist.

Antonin Scalia (11 Mar 1936, Trenton NJ), American
jurist; associate justice of the US Supreme Court
from 1986.

Joe Scarborough (Charles Joseph Scarborough; 9 Apr
1963, Atlanta GA), American conservative TV host
and commentator.

Marjorie Scardino (Marjorie Morris; 25 Jan 1947,
Flagstaff AZ), American-born British media execu-
tive; CEO of Pearson PLC from 1997.

Edward T(homas) Schafer (8 Aug 1946, Bismarck
ND), American businessman and politician (Repub-
lican); US secretary of agriculture, 2008-09.

Mary L. Schapiro (19 June 1955, New York NY),
American finance administrator; chairman of the
Securities and Exchange Commission from 2009.

Eric E. Schmidt (19557?), American computer scien-
tist and corporate executive; CTO of Sun Microsys-
tems, Inc., 1983-97, chairman and CEO of Novell,
Inc., 1997-2001, and chairman and CEO of
Google, Inc., from 2001.

Julian Schnabel (26 Oct 1951, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can Neo-Expressionist artist and film director.

Daniel Schorr (31 Aug 1916, New York NY), American
TV and radio journalist and political commentator.

Howard Schultz (19 Jul 1953, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can businessman; CEO of Starbucks Corp. from
1987, and principal owner of the Seattle Super-
Sonics professional basketball team, 2001-06.

Philip Schultz (1945, Rochester NY), American poet
whose Failure won a 2008 Pulitzer Prize for poetry.

Michael Schumacher (3 Jan 1969, Hurth-Hermul-
heim, West Germany), German Formula 1 race-car
driver.

Wolfgang Schiissel (7 Jun 1945, Vienna, Austria),
Austrian politician; chancellor, 2000-07.

Susan (Carol) Schwab (23 Mar 1955, Washington
DC), American trade official; US trade representa-
tive, 2006-09.

Arnold (Alois) Schwarzenegger (30 Jul 1947, Thal bei
Graz, Austria), Austrian-born American bodybuilder,
film actor, and politician (Republican); governor of
California from 2003.

Brian (David) Schweitzer (4 Sep 1955, Havre MT),
American politician (Democrat); governor of Mon-
tana from 2005.

David Schwimmer (2 Nov 1966, Astoria, Queens NY),
American TV and film actor.

Jon Scieszka (8 Sep 1954, Flint MI), American author
of books for children.

John Scofield (26 Dec 1951, Dayton OH), American
jazz electric guitarist, composer, and bandleader.
Martin Scorsese (17 Nov 1942, Flushing, Long Island
NY), American film director, writer, and producer.
H. Lee Scott, Jr. (1949?, Joplin MO), American corpo-
rate executive; president and CEO of Wal-Mart

Stores, 2000-09.

Ridley Scott (30 Nov 1937, South Shields, Durham,
England), British film director and producer.

Kristin Scott Thomas (24 May 1960, Redruth, Corn-
wall, England), British actress.

Vincent J(ames) Scully, Jr. (1930, New Haven CT),
American architectural historian and critic.

Ryan (John) Seacrest (24 Dec 1974, Atlanta GA),
American TV program host (American Idol).

Seal (Sealhenry Olusegun Olumide Samuel; 19 Feb
1963, Kilburn, London, England), British soul
singer.

Sean Paul (Sean Paul Ryan Francis Henriques; 8 Jan
1973, St. Andrew, Jamaica), Jamaican reggae and
rap musician.

Kathleen Sebelius (Kathleen Gilligan; 15 May 1948,
Cincinnati OH), American politician (Democrat); gov-
ernor of Kansas, 2003-09, and US secretary of
health and human services from 2009.

Alice Sebold (1963, Madison WI), American novelist.

Amy Sedaris (29 Mar 1961, Endicott NY), American
comic actress and writer.

David Sedaris (26 Dec 1956, Johnson City NY), Amer-
ican writer and humorist.

Kyra (Minturn) Sedgwick (19 Aug 1965, New York
NY), American film and TV actress.

Ivan G. Seidenberg (19477, Bronx NY), American cor-
porate executive; CEO of Verizon Communications
from 2002.

Jerry Seinfeld (Jerome Seinfeld; 29 Apr 1954, Brook-
lyn NY), American comic and TV personality.

Fatmir Sejdiu (23 Oct 1951, Pakashtice, Yugoslavia
[now in Kosovo]), Kosovar professor and politician;
president of Kosovo from 2006.

Bud Selig (Allan H. Selig; 30 Jul 1934, Milwaukee WI),
American sports executive; Major League Baseball
commissioner from 1998.

Senait (Senait G. Mehari; 3 Dec 1976, Asmara,
Ethiopia [now in Eritrea]), Eritrean-born German
singer.

Paul Sereno (11 Oct 1957, Aurora IL), American pa-
leontologist.

Marija Serifovic (14 Nov 1984, Kragujevac, Yu-
goslavia [now in Serbial), Serbian pop singer; win-
ner of the 2007 Eurovision Song Contest.

Richard Serra (2 Nov 1939, San Francisco CA), Amer-
ican minimalist sculptor of large outdoor works; re-
cipient of a Praemium Imperiale in 1994.

Vikram Seth (20 Jun 1952, Calcutta [now Kolkata],
India), Indian poet, novelist, and travel writer.

Nasrallah Pierre Cardinal Sfeir (Nasrallah Boutros
Pierre Sfeir; 15 May 1920, Reyfoun, Lebanon),
Lebanese (Maronite Catholic) patriarch of Antioch
and all the East from 1986 and Roman Catholic
cardinal from 1994.

Gil Shaham (19 Feb 1971, Champaign-Urbana IL),
American violinist.

Shakira (Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoll; 2 Feb 1977,
Barranquilla, Colombia), Colombian-born pop
singer.

Tony Shalhoub (Anthony Marcus Shalhoub; 9 Oct
1953, Green Bay WI), American TV and film actor.

John Patrick Shanley (1950, Bronx NY), American
screenwriter and playwright.

Mariya (Yuryevna) Sharapova (19 Apr 1987, Nyagan,
USSR [now in Russia]), Russian tennis player.

Kamalesh Sharma (30 Sep 1941), Indian diplomat;
secretary-general of the Commonwealth from
2008.

Al Sharpton (3 Oct 1954, New York NY), American
politician (Democrat), political activist, and civil
rights leader.

William Shatner (22 Mar 1931, Montreal, QC,
Canada), Canadian TV actor.

Charlie Sheen (Carlos Irwin Estevez; 3 Sep 1965,
New York NY), American film and TV actor.

Martin Sheen (Ramon Estevez; 3 Aug 1940, Dayton
OH), American stage, film, and TV actor.
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Judith Sheindlin (21 Oct 1942, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can TV judge (of Judge Judy).

Sam Shepard (Samuel Shepard Rogers; 5 Nov 1943,
Fort Sheridan IL), American playwright and actor.
Cindy Sherman (Cynthia Morris Sherman; 19 Jan

1954, Glen Ridge NJ), American photographer.

Osamu Shimomura (27 Aug 1928, Kyoto, Japan),
Japanese chemist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel
Prize for Chemistry.

Eric K. Shinseki (28 Nov 1942, Lihue HI), American
army officer; US secretary of veterans affairs from
20009.

Masaaki Shirakawa (27 Sep 1949, Kitakyushu,
Japan), Japanese banker; governor of the Bank of
Japan from 2008.

Vandana Shiva (5 Nov 1952, Dehra Dun, Uttar
Pradesh [now in Uttarakhand] state, India), Indian
biologist and social activist against the “biological
theft” of the resources of poor countries by the
richer ones.

Will Shortz (26 Aug 1952, Crawfordsville IN), Ameri-
can “enigmatologist” and “puzzlemaster”; cross-
word-puzzle editor at the New York Times.

Than Shwe (2 Feb 1933, Kyaukse, Burma [now Myan-
mar]), Burmese military officer; head of govern-
ment in Myanmar, 1992-2003, and chairman of
the State Peace and Development Council (head of
state) from 1992.

M(anoj) Night Shyamalan (6 Aug 1970, Pondicherry,
India), Indian-born film director and screenwriter.
Malick Sidibé (1935/36, Soloba, French Sudan [now

Mali]), Malian photographer.

Johanna Sigurdardoéttir (4 Oct 1942, Reykjavik, Ice-
land), Icelandic politician; prime minister from
2009.

(David) Derek Sikua (10 Sep 1959, Guadalcanal
province, British-protected Solomon Islands),
Solomon Islands politician; prime minister from
2007.

Sarah (Kate) Silverman (1 Dec 1970, Bedford NH),
American comedian, TV actress, and writer.

Silvia (Silvia Renate Sommerlath; 23 Dec 1943, Hei-
delberg, Germany), Swedish royal and social ac-
tivist; queen consort of King Carl XVI Gustaf (mar-
ried 19 Jun 1976).

Charles Simic (9 May 1938, Belgrade, Yugoslavia
[now in Serbial), Yugoslav-born American poet; US
poet laureate, 2007-08.

Russell Simmons (4 Oct 1957, Queens NY), Ameri-
can hip-hop impresario and cofounder of Def Jam
Records.

Jessica Simpson (10 Jul 1980, Dallas TX), American
pop singer and actress.

Lorna Simpson (13 Aug 1960, Brooklyn NY), Ameri-
can multimedia artist.

Ashlee Simpson-Wentz (3 Oct 1984, Dallas TX),
American actress and singer.

Hammerskjoeld Simwinga (17 Nov 1964, Isoka,
Zambia), Zambian environmentalist; recipient of
the 2007 Goldman Environmental Prize for Africa.

Kushal Pal Singh (15 Aug 1931, Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh, British India), Indian real-estate baron.

Manmohan Singh (26 Sep 1932, Gah, Punjab,
British India [now in Pakistan]), Indian economist;
prime minister from 2004.

Fouad Siniora (July 1943, Sidon, Lebanon),
Lebanese banker and Sunni politician; prime min-
ister from 2005 and acting president from
2007-08.

Gary Sinise (17 Mar 1955, Blue Island IL), American
TV and film actor and director.

(Sayyid) Ali (Hussaini) al-Sistani (4 Aug 19307?, near
Meshed, Iran), Iranian Shi‘ite Muslim cleric.

Antonio Skarmeta (7 Nov 1940, Antofagasta, Chile),
Chilean novelist and screenwriter.

Jeffrey S. Skoll (16 Jan 1965, Montreal, QC, Canada),
Canadian entrepreneur; cofounder of eBay and,
from 1999, the president of the philanthropic Skoll
Foundation.

Leonard (Edward) Slatkin (1 Sep 1944, Los Angeles
CA), American conductor; music director of the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra from 2008.

Carlos Slim (Helu) (28 Jan 1940, Mexico City, Mex-
ico), Mexican investor; head of Grupo Carso, SA de
CV, and longtime chairman and CEO of the national
telephone monopoly, Teléfonos de México (Telmex).

Lawrence M. Small (14 Sep 1941, New York NY),
American businessman; president and COO of Fan-
nie Mae, 1991-2000, and secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution, 2000-07.

Tavis Smiley (13 Sep 1964, Gulfport MS), American
advocacy journalist on radio and TV.

Alexander McCall Smith (24 Aug 1948, Bulawayo,
Southern Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe]), British author
of crime novels and works for children.

Anna Deavere Smith (18 Sep 1950, Baltimore MD),
American playwright, actress, professor.

Marc (Kelly) Smith (1957, Chicago IL), American per-
formance poet; originator of the poetry slam.

Michael W. Smith (7 Oct 1957, Kenova WV), Ameri-
can Christian singer.

Patti (Lee) Smith (30 Dec 1946, Chicago IL), Ameri-
can musician, poet, and visual artist.

Stephen Smith (12 Dec 1955, Narrogin, WA, Aus-
tralia), Australian politician (Labor); foreign minister
from 2007.

Will(ard Christopher) Smith, Jr. (25 Sep 1968,
Philadelphia PA), American rapper and actor.

Zadie Smith (Sadie Smith; 27 Oct 1975, Willesden
Green, London, England), British novelist.

Snoop Dogg (Calvin Broadus; 20 Oct 1972, Long
Beach CA), American gangsta rap musician.

Gary (Sherman) Snyder (8 May 1930, San Francisco
CA), American poet.

José Socrates (José Socrates Carvalho Pinto de
Sousa; 6 Sep 1957, Vilar de Macgada, Portugal),
Portuguese civil engineer and politician (Socialist);
prime minister from 2005.

Steven Soderbergh (14 Jan 1963, Atlanta GA), Amer-
ican film director.

Sofia (Princess Sophie of Greece; Sofia de Grecia y
Hannover; 2 Nov 1938, Athens, Greece), Spanish
royal; queen consort of King Juan Carlos | (married
12 May 1962).

Javier Solana (Madariaga) (14 Jul 1942, Madrid,
Spain), Spanish statesman; NATO secretary-gen-
eral, 1995-99, and secretary-general of the Coun-
cil of the European Union from 1999.

Hilda Solis (20 Oct 1957, Los Angeles CA), American
politician (Democrat); congresswoman from Califor-
nia, 2001-09, and US secretary of labor from
2009.

Laszl6 Sélyom (3 Jan 1942, Pécs, Hungary), Hungar-
ian jurist and politician; president from 2005.

Michael (Thomas) Somare (9 Apr 1936, Rabaul, Aus-
tralian-mandated New Guinea [now Papua New
Guinea]), Papua New Guinean politician; prime
minister, 1975-80, 1982-85, and again from
2002.

Juan (Octavio) Somavia (21 Apr 1941, Chile), Chilean
international official; director general of the Inter-
national Labour Organization from 1999.
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Stephen (Joshua) Sondheim (22 Mar 1930, New
York NY), American composer and lyricist for musi-
cal theater.

Sang-Hyun Song (21 Dec 1941, Japanese-occupied
Korea [now in South Korea]), South Korean jurist;
president of the International Criminal Court from
2009.

Sonja (Sonja Haraldsen; 4 Jul 1937, Oslo, Norway),
Norwegian royal; queen consort of King Harald V
(married 29 Aug 1968).

Sophie (Sophie Helen Rhys-Jones; 20 Jan 1965, Ox-
ford, England), British royal; wife of Prince Edward
(married 19 Jun 1999) and countess of Wessex.

Annika Sérenstam (9 Oct 1970, Stockholm, Swe-
den), Swedish golfer.

Aaron Sorkin (9 Jun 1961, Scarsdale NY), American
screenwriter, playwright, and TV producer.

Guillaume Soro (8 May 1972, Kofiplé, Cote d'Ivoire),
Ivorian politician; prime minister from 2007.

Sonia (Maria) Sotomayor (25 Jun 1954, Bronx NY),
American jurist; associate justice of the US
Supreme Court from 2009.

Ahmed Tidiane Souaré (1951, French West Africa?),
Guinean economist and statesman; prime minister,
2008-09.

David H(ackett) Souter (17 Sep 1939, Melrose MA),
American jurist; associate justice of the US
Supreme Court, 1990-2009.

Wole Soyinka (Akinwande Oluwole Soyinka; 13 Jul
1934, Abeokuta, Nigeria), Nigerian playwright,
poet, novelist, and critic; recipient of the 1986
Nobel Prize for Literature.

Kevin Spacey (Kevin Matthew Fowler; 26 Jul 1959,
South Orange NJ), American stage and film actor
and artistic director of the Old Vic theater in Lon-
don.

Nicholas Sparks (31 Dec 1965, Omaha NE), Ameri-
can novelist.

Britney (Jean) Spears (2 Dec 1981, Kentwood LA),
American pop singer and celebrity.

Margaret Spellings (30 Nov 1957, Michigan), Ameri-
can political adviser, education expert, and secre-
tary of education, 2005-09.

W(inston) Baldwin Spencer (8 Oct 1948), West In-
dian politician; prime minister of Antigua and Bar-
buda from 2004.

Steven Spielberg (18 Dec 1947, Cincinnati OH),
American film director and producer.

Nikola Spiric (4 Sep 1956, Drvar, Yugoslavia [now in
Bosnia and Herzegovina]), Bosnia and Herzegovin-
ian politician; chairman of the Council of Ministers
(prime minister) from 2007.

Eliot (Laurence) Spitzer (10 Jun 1959, Riverdale,
Bronx NY), American attorney and politician (Demo-
crat); governor of New York, 2007-08.

Bruce Springsteen (23 Sep 1949, Freehold NJ),
American rock singer and songwriter.

(Michael) Sylvester (Enzio) Stallone (“Sly”; 6 Jul
1946, New York NY), American film actor and di-
rector.

Sergey (Dmitriyevich) Stanishev (5 May 1966, Kher-
son, USSR [now in Ukraine]), Bulgarian politician
(Socialist); prime minister from 2005.

Albert Starr (1 Jun 1926, New York NY), American
cardiovascular surgeon and inventor of an artificial
heart valve; recipient of a 2007 Lasker Medical
Prize.

James G. Stavridis (15 Feb 1955, West Palm Beach
FL), American military official; Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe (SACEUR) from 2009 and com-
mander of the US European Command from 2009.

Danielle (Fernande Schuelein-) Steel (14 Aug 1947,
New York NY), American romance novelist.

Michael Steele (19 Oct 1958, Andrews AFB, Prince
George’s county MD), American politician (Republi-
can); first African American chairman of the Repub-
lican National Committee, from 2009.

Gwen Stefani (3 Oct 1969, Fullerton CA), American
rock and pop vocalist.

Gregg Steinhafel (1955), American businessman;
president of Target Corp. from 1999 and its CEO
from 2008.

Ralph M(arvin) Steinman (14 Jan 1943, Montreal,
QC, Canada), American immunologist and special-
istin immune response in cells; recipient of a 2007
Lasker Medical Prize.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier (5 Jan 1956, Detmold, West
Germany), German government official; foreign
minister from 2005 and vice-chancellor from 2007.

Frank P(hilip) Stella (12 May 1936, Malden MA),
American painter.

Ed Stelmach (11 May 1951, Lamont, AB, Canada),
Canadian politician (Progressive Conservative); pre-
mier of Alberta from 2006.

Stephanie (Stéphanie Marie Elizabeth Grimaldi; 1
Feb 1965, Monaco), Monegasque princess; the
youngest child of Prince Rainier Ill and Grace Kelly.

Marcus Stephen (1 Oct 1969, Nauru?), Nauruan
weight lifter and politician; president from 2007.

Howard Stern (12 Jan 1954, Roosevelt NY), American
radio and TV personality.

John Paul Stevens (20 Apr 1920, Chicago IL), Ameri-
can jurist; associate justice of the US Supreme
Court from 1975.

Ellen Stewart (7 Nov 1919, Chicago IL), American
theater director and producer, the founder (1961)
of La MaMa Experimental Theater Club in New York
City; recipient of a Praemium Imperiale in 2007.

Jon Stewart (Jonathan Stewart Leibowitz; 28 Nov
1962, New York NY), American actor, writer, and
comedian; anchor of TV's The Daily Show from
1999.

Kristen Stewart (9 April 1990, Los Angeles CA), Amer-
ican actress.

Patrick Stewart (13 Jul 1940, Mirfield, Yorkshire,
England), British actor.

Ben Stiller (30 Nov 1965, New York NY), American co-
median, actor, and film director.

Sting (Gordon Matthew Sumner; 2 Oct 1951,
Wallsend, Newcastle upon Tyne, England), British
singer, songwriter, and actor.

Jens Stoltenberg (16 Mar 1959, Oslo, Norway), Nor-
wegian economist and politician (Norwegian Labor
Party); prime minister, 2000-01 and again from
2005.

Biz Stone (Christopher Isaac Stone; 10 Mar 1974,
Massachusetts), American entrepreneur; co-
founder of Twitter.

Joss Stone (Joscelyn Eve Stoker; 11 Apr 1987, Dover,
Kent, England), English soul singer.

Oliver (William) Stone (15 Sep 1946, New York NY),
American director, writer, and producer.

Tom Stoppard (Tomas Straussler; 3 Jul 1937, Zlin,
Moravia, Czechoslovakia [now in the Czech Repub-
lic]), Czech-born British playwright and screenwriter.

Mark Strand (11 Apr 1934, Summerside, PE,
Canada), Canadian poet, writer of short fiction, and
translator.

Dominique Strauss-Kahn (25 Apr 1949, Neuilly-sur-
Seine, France), French politician (Socialist); manag-
ing director of the International Monetary Fund
from 2007.
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Jack Straw (John Whitaker Straw; 3 Aug 1946, Brent-
wood, Essex, England), British politician; home sec-
retary, 1997-2001, foreign secretary, 2001-06,
and secretary of state for justice and lord high
chancellor from 2007.

Meryl Streep (Mary Louise Streep; 22 Jun 1949,
Summit NJ), American film actress.

Barbra Streisand (Barbara Joan Streisand; 24 Apr
1942, Brooklyn NY), American singer, actress, and
film director.

Ted Strickland (4 Aug 1941, Lucasville OH), Ameri-
can politician (Democrat); governor of Ohio from
2007.

Howard Stringer (19 Feb 1942, Cardiff, Wales),
Welsh-born business executive; chairman and CEO
of Sony Corp. from 2005.

Susan Stroman (17 Oct 1954, Wilmington DE), Amer-
ican theater director.

Elizabeth Strout (6 Jan 1956, Portland ME), Ameri-
can author; winner of the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for fic-
tion for Olive Kitteridge.

(Christopher) Ruben Studdard (12 Sep 1978, Frank-
furt am Main, West Germany), American singer.

Juan Manuel Suarez del Toro Rivero (1952, Spain),
Spanish international official; president of the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies from 2001.

Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, Jr. (22 Sep 1951, Mount
Kisco NY), American newspaper executive, pub-
lisher of the New York Times from 1992 and CEO
from 1997.

Pat Summitt (Patricia Head; 14 Jun 1952, Henrietta
TN), American women'’s basketball coach; the win-
ningest coach in NCAA basketball history.

Rashid Sunyaev (Rashid [Aliyevich] Syunyayev; 1 Mar
1943, Tashkent, USSR [now in Uzbekistan]), Uzbek-
born Russian astrophysicist, a specialist in cosmo-
logical background radiation and black holes; di-
rector of the Max Planck Institute for Astrophysics
from 1996; recipient of the 2000 Bruce Medal and
a 2008 Crafoord Prize.

Kiefer Sutherland (William Frederick Dempsey
George Sutherland; 21 Dec 1966, London, Eng-
land), Canadian film and TV actor.

Ichiro Suzuki (22 Oct 1973, Kasugai, Aichi prefec-
ture, Japan), Japanese baseball player.

Hilary Swank (30 Jul 1974, Lincoln NE), American
film actress.

John J. Sweeney (5 May 1934, New York NY), Ameri-
can labor leader; president of the AFL-CIO from
1995.

Taylor Swift (13 Dec 1989, Reading PA), American
country singer.

Tilda Swinton (Katherine Matilda Swinton; 5 Nov
1960, London, England), British actress.

Wanda Sykes (7 Mar 1964, Portsmouth VA), Ameri-
can comedian and actress.

Boris Tadic (15 Jan 1958, Sarajevo, Yugoslavia [now
in Bosnia and Herzegovinal), Serbian politician
and government official; president of Serbia from
2004.

Masatoshi Takeichi (27 Nov 1943, Nagoya, Japan),
Japanese developmental biologist, professor, and
director of the RIKEN Center for Developmental Bi-
ology.

Jalal Talabani (1933, Kalkan, Iraq), Iraqi Kurdish
politician; president of Iraq from 2005.

Mehmet Ali Talat (6 Jul 1952, Girne, British Cyprus),
Turkish Cypriot politician; prime minister of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, 2004-05,
and president from 2005.

Mamadou Tandja (1938, Mainé-Soroa, French West
Africa [now in Niger]), Nigerois politician; president
from 1999.

Quentin (Jerome) Tarantino (27 Mar 1963, Knoxville
TN), American film director.

Marc Tarpenning (1 Jun 1964, Sacramento CA),
American entrepreneur and cofounder of Tesla Mo-
tors.

Ratan (Naval) Tata (28 Dec 1937, Bombay, British
India [now Mumbai, India]), Indian corporate execu-
tive; chairman of the Tata Group and its several
subsidiary companies in steel, motors, chemicals,
hotels, etc.

Audrey Tautou (9 Aug 1978, Beaumont, France),
French film actress.

John Tavener (28 Jan 1944, London, England),
British composer.

Charles M(argrave) Taylor (5 Nov 1931, Montreal,
QC, Canada), Canadian philosopher and professor;
recipient of the 2007 Templeton Prize.

Elizabeth (Rosemond) Taylor (27 Feb 1932, London,
England), American film actress.

Julie Taymor (15 Dec 1952, Newton MA), American
theater and film director.

Oscar Temaru (1 Nov 1944, Faaa, Tahiti, French Poly-
nesia) French Polynesian politician; president,
2004, 2005-06, 2007-08, and again from 2009.

Mario Testino (1954, Lima, Peru), Peruvian fashion
photographer.

Hashim Thaci (24 Apr 1969, Buroja, Yugoslavia [now
in Kosovo]), Kosovar politician; prime minister from
2008.

Bal (Keshav) Thackeray (23 Jan 1927), Indian politi-
cian who established the Shiv Sena party.

John A. Thain (26 May 1955, Antioch IL), American fi-
nancial official; CEO of the New York Stock Ex-
change, 2004-07, and the last CEO of Merrill
Lynch, 2007-09.

Hamad ibn Khalifah al-Thani (1950, Doha, Qatar),
Qatari sheikh; emir from 1995.

Twyla Tharp (1 Jul 1941, Portland IN), American
dancer, director, and choreographer.

Charlize Theron (7 Aug 1975, Benoni, South Africa),
South African actress.

Thich Nhat Hanh (11 Oct 1926, central Vietnam),
Vietnamese Buddhist monk, pacifist, and teacher.
Lyonchen Jigme (Yoeser) Thinley (1952, Bumthang
district, Bhutan), Bhutanese prime minister,

1998-99, 2003-04, and again from 2008.

Clarence Thomas (23 Jun 1948, Pinpoint community,
near Savannah GA), American jurist; associate jus-
tice of the US Supreme Court from 1991.

Michael Tilson Thomas (21 Dec 1944, Hollywood
CA), American conductor and composer; music di-
rector of the San Francisco Symphony from
1995.

Tillman (Joseph) Thomas (13 Jun 1945, Hermitage,
St. Patrick, Grenada, British West Indies), West In-
dian politician; prime minister of Grenada from
2008.

David (John Howard) Thompson (December 1961,
London, England), Barbadian politician; prime min-
ister from 2008.

Emma Thompson (15 Apr 1959, London, England),
British film actress.

Robert Thomson (11 Mar 1961, Echuca, VIC, Aus-
tralia), Australian journalist; editor of The Times of
London, 2002-07, and managing editor of The
Wall Street Journal from 2008.

Billy Bob Thornton (4 Aug 1955, Hot Springs AR),
American director and actor.
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Uma (Karuna) Thurman (29 Apr 1970, Boston MA),
American film actress.

Rex W. Tillerson (23 Mar 1952, Wichita Falls TX),
American petroleum company executive; president
(from 2004) and CEO (from 2006) of Exxon Mobil
Corp.

Timbaland (Timothy Z. Mosley; 10 Mar 1972, Norfolk
VA), American R&B and rap composer, record pro-
ducer, and performer.

Justin (Randall) Timberlake (31 Jan 1981, Memphis
TN), American pop singer.

Sakata Tojuro (31 Dec 1931, Kyoto, Japan), Japan-
ese actor; recipient of a 2008 Praemium Imperiale.

Claire Tomalin (Claire Delavenay; 20 Jun 1933, Lon-
don, England), English biographer and author.

(Iroij) Litokwa Tomeing (14 Oct 1939, Wotje atoll,
Japanese-mandated Marshall Islands), Mar-
shallese politician; president of the Marshall Is-
lands from 2008.

Anote Tong (1952), Kiribati politician; president from
2003.

Gaston Tong Sang (7 Aug 1949, Bora-Bora, Tahiti,
French Polynesia), French Polynesian politician;
president of French Polynesia, 2006-07 and again
in 2008-09.

Bamir Topi (24 Apr 1957, Tirané, Albania), Albanian
biologist and politician; president from 2007.

Mirek Topolanek (15 May 1956, Vsetin, Moravia,
Czechoslovakia [now in the Czech Republic]), Czech
industrial engineer, businessman, and politician;
prime minister, 2006-09.

Johnson Toribiong (1946, Airai, US-occupied Palau),
Palauan politician, president of Palau from 2009.
Martin Torrijos (Espino) (18 Jul 1963, Panama City,
Panama), Panamanian politician (Democratic Revo-

lutionary Party); president, 2004-09.

Amadou Toumani Touré (4 Nov 1948, Mpoti, French
Sudan [now in Mali]), Malian politician; president,
1991-92 and again from 2002.

Hamadoun Touré (3 Sep 1953, French Sudan [now
Mali]), Malian international official; secretary-gen-
eral of the International Telecommunication Union
from 2007.

Avraham Trahtman (Avraam Trakhtman; 10 Feb
1944, Kalinovo, Sverdlovsk oblast, USSR [now
Yekaterinburg, Russia]), Russian-born Israeli math-
ematician who published a proof of the road-color-
ing problem in 2007.

Randy Travis (Randy Traywick; 4 May 1959,
Marshville NC), American country-and-western
singer, songwriter, and actor.

John (Joseph) Travolta (18 Feb 1955, Englewood NJ),
American TV and film actor.

Natasha Trethewey (26 Apr 1966, Gulfport MS),
American poet whose Native Guard won the 2007
Pulitzer Prize for poetry.

Jean-Claude Trichet (20 Dec 1942, Lyons, France),
French banker, governor of the Banque de France,
1993-2003, and president of the European Cen-
tral Bank from 2003.

Libby Trickett (Lisbeth Lenton; 28 Jan 1985,
Townsville, QLD, Australia), Australian swimmer.
Lars von Trier (30 Apr 1956, Copenhagen, Denmark),

Danish film director and cinematographer.

Calvin Trillin (5 Dec 1935, Kansas City MO), American
author, commentator, and occasional poet.

Travis Tritt (9 Feb 1963, Marietta GA), American
country-and-western singer.

Robert L. Trivers (19 Feb 1943, Washington DC),
American evolutionary biologist and sociobiologist;
recipient of a 2007 Crafoord Prize.

Garry R. Trudeau (21 Jul 1948, New York NY), Ameri-
can cartoonist; creator of the durable Doonesbury
syndicated comic strip.

Donald (John) Trump (14 Jun 1946, New York NY),
American real-estate developer and reality-TV per-
sonality.

Ronald A. Tschetter (4 Oct 1941, Huron SD), Ameri-
can investment executive; director of the Peace
Corps from 2006.

Roger Y. Tsien (1 Feb 1952, New York NY), American
chemist; cowinner of the 2008 Nobel Prize for
Chemistry.

Morgan Tsvangirai (10 Mar 1952, Gutu, Southern
Rhodesia [now Zimbabwe]), Zimbabwean labor
leader and politician; head of the Movement for De-
mocratic Change (from 1999), main opposition
leader to the regime of Pres. Robert Mugabe, and
prime minister of Zimbabwe in a historic power-
sharing agreement from 2009.

Togiola T(alalei) A. Tulafono (28 Feb 1947, Aunu’u Is-
land, American Samoa), American Samoan politi-
cian (Democrat); governor of American Samoa from
2003.

Tommy Tune (28 Feb 1939, Wichita Falls TX), Ameri-
can musical-comedy dancer and actor.

Danilo Turk (19 Feb 1952, Maribor, Yugoslavia [now
in Slovenia]), Slovenian law professor and diplomat;
president from 2007.

Ted Turner (Robert Edward Turner lll; 19 Nov 1938,
Cincinnati OH), American TV executive, the founder
of Turner Broadcasting System (TBS) and Cable
News Network (CNN); sports club owner (of the At-
lanta Braves, the Atlanta Hawks, and the Atlanta
Thrashers); yachtsman; and philanthropist.

John Turturro (27 Feb 1957, Brooklyn NY), American
stage, film, and TV actor.

Donald (Franciszek) Tusk (22 Apr 1957, Gdansk,
Poland), Polish politician (Civic Platform); prime
minister from 2007.

Desmond (Mpilo) Tutu (7 Oct 1931, Klerksdorp,
South Africa), South African Anglican cleric who
in 1984 received the Nobel Peace Prize for his
role in the opposition to apartheid in South
Africa.

Cy Twombly (Edwin Parker Twombly, Jr.; 25 Apr 1928,
Lexington VA), American abstract artist and sculp-
tor.

Anne Tyler (25 Oct 1941, Minneapolis MN), American
novelist and short-story writer.

Liv Tyler (Liv Rundgren; 1 Jul 1977, Portland ME),
American actress and model.

Yuliya (Volodymyrivna) Tymoshenko (27 Nov 1960,
Dnipropetrovsk, USSR [now in Ukraine]), Ukrainian
businesswoman and politician (Yuliya Tymoshenko
Bloc); prime minister in 2005 and again from
2007.

(Alfred) McCoy Tyner (Sulaimon Saud; 11 Dec 1938,
Philadelphia PA), American jazz pianist and com-
poser.

Joao Ubaldo (Osério Pimentel) Ribeiro (23 Jan 1941,
Itaparica, Bahia state, Brazil), Brazilian novelist.
Robert J. Ulrich (19447?, Minneapolis MN), American
corporate executive; CEO of Target Corp.,

1994-2008.

Carrie Underwood (10 Mar 1983, Muskogee OK),
American country singer.

Keith (Lionel) Urban (26 Oct 1967, Whangerei, New
Zealand), New Zealand-born Australian country
singer.

Alvaro Uribe (Vélez) (4 Jul 1952, Medellin, Colombia),
Colombian politician; president from 2002.



PEOPLE 73

Usher (Usher Raymond IV; 14 Oct 1978, Chattanooga
TN), American R&B singer.

Martine Van Hamel (16 Nov 1945, Brussels, Bel-
gium), Belgian dancer and choreographer for the
American Ballet Theatre.

Herman Van Rompuy (31 Oct 1947, Etterbeek, Bel-
gium), Belgian politician (Christian Democratic and
Flemish); prime minister from 2008.

Gus van Sant (24 Jul 1952, Louisville KY), American
film director.

Matti Vanhanen (4 Nov 1955, Jyvaskyld, Finland),
Finnish politician; prime minister from 2003.

(Jorge) Mario (Pedro) Vargas Llosa (28 Mar 1936,
Arequipa, Peru), Peruvian-born Spanish novelist.

Harold (Eliot) Varmus (18 Dec 1939, Oceanside NY),
American virologist; corecipient of 1989 Nobel
Prize for Physiology or Medicine; director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, 1993-99, and president
of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New
York City from 2000.

Vince Vaughn (Vincent Anthony Vaughn; 28 Mar
1970, Minneapolis MN), American actor.

Tabaré (Ramoén) Vazquez (Rosas) (17 Jan 1940, Bar-
rio La Teja, Montevideo, Uruguay), Uruguayan physi-
cian and politician (Socialist); president from 2005.

Eddie Vedder (Edward Louis Severson lll; 23 Dec
1964, Evanston IL), American rock vocalist and
songwriter (for Pearl Jam).

Abhisit Vejjajiva (3 Aug 1964, Newcastle upon Tyne,
England), Thai politician; prime minister of Thailand
from 2008.

Jaci Velasquez (Jacquelyn Davette Velasquez; 15 Oct
1979, Houston TX), American Latin and gospel
singer.

Ann M. Veneman (29 Jun 1949, Modesto CA), Amer-
ican government official; US secretary of agricul-
ture, 2001-05, and executive director of UNICEF
from 2005.

(Runaldo) Ronald Venetiaan (18 Jun 1936, Para-
maribo, Dutch Guiana [now Suriname]), Suri-
namese mathematician and politician; president,
1991-96 and again from 2000.

Maxim Vengerov (Maksim Aleksandrovich Vengerov;
20 Aug 1974, Novosibirsk, USSR [now in Russia]),
Russian-born concert violinist.

J. Craig Venter (14 Oct 1946, Salt Lake City UT),
American geneticist and researcher into the
human genome; he was the founder of Celera Ge-
nomics.

Guy Verhofstadt (11 Apr 1953, Dendermonde, Bel-
gium), Belgian politician (VLD); prime minister,
1999-2008.

Donatella Versace (2 May 1955, Reggio di Calabria,
Italy), Italian fashion designer; creative director at
the Versace design house from 1997.

Ben Verwaayen (11 Feb 1952, Driebergen, Nether-
lands), Dutch corporate executive; CEO of Alcatel-
Lucent from 2008.

Charles M. Vest (9 Sep 1941, Morgantown WV),
American scientist and educator; president of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1990-2004,
and president of the National Academy of Engineer-
ing from 2007.

Jack Vettriano (Jack Hoggan; 17 Nov 1951, St. An-
drews, Fife, Scotland), British painter.

Victoria (Victoria Ingrid Alice Desirée; 14 Jul 1977,
Stockholm, Sweden), Swedish crown princess and
duchess of Vastergétland.

Antonio Villaraigosa (Antonio Ramén Villar, Jr.; 23 Jan
1953, East Los Angeles CA), American politician
(Democrat); mayor of Los Angeles from 2005.

Tom Vilsack (13 Dec 1950, Pittsburgh PA), American
politician  (Democrat); governor of lowa,
1999-2007, and US secretary of agriculture from
2009.

Diana Vishneva (Diana Viktorovna Vishnyova; 13 Jun
1976, Leningrad, USSR [now St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia]), Russian ballerina with the Mariinsky Ballet
and, from 2003, the American Ballet Theatre.

Lindsey Vonn (Lindsey Kildow; 18 Oct 1984, St. Paul
MN), American Alpine skier.

Vladimir Voronin (25 May 1941, Corjova, Moldavian
SSR, USSR [now Moldova]), Moldovan politician;
president from 2001.

Peter Voser (29 Aug 1958, Switzerland), Swiss busi-
nessman; CEO of Royal Dutch Shell from 2009.

Filip Vujanovic (1 Sep 1954, Belgrade, Yugoslavia
[now in Serbia]), Montenegrin politician; president
of the Republic of Montenegro, before and after its
independence, 2002-03 (acting) and again from
2003.

Abdoulaye Wade (29 May 1926, Kébémer, French
West Africa [now in Senegal]), Senegalese politi-
cian; president from 2000.

G. Richard Wagoner, Jr. (9 Feb 1953, Wilmington DE),
American corporate executive; CEO of General Mo-
tors Corp., 2000-09.

Mark (Robert Michael) Wahlberg (5 Jun 1971, Dorch-
ester, Boston MA), American actor.

Rufus Wainwright (22 Jul 1973, Rhinebeck NY),
Canadian singer and songwriter.

Ted Waitt (18 Jan 1963, Sioux City IA), American
computer executive and philanthropist; cofounder
of Gateway Inc. in 1985 and chairman and CEO of
the charitable Waitt Family Foundation from 1993.

Derek (Alton) Walcott (23 Jan 1930, Castries, Saint
Lucia, British West Indies), West Indian poet and
playwright; recipient of the 1992 Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature.

Jimmy (Donal) Wales (7 Aug 1966, Huntsville AL),
American Internet publisher; founder of Wikipedia.

Alice (Malsenior) Walker (9 Feb 1944, Eatonton GA),
American novelist, poet, and short-story writer.

Brad Wall (24 Nov 1965, Swift Current, SK, Canada),
Canadian businessman and politician (Progressive
Conservative); premier of Saskatchewan from
2007.

Mike Wallace (Myron Leon Wallace; 9 May 1918,
Brookline MA), American TV journalist, interviewer,
and coeditor of CBS’s 60 Minutes.

Mark J. Walport (1953, England), British immunolo-
gist; director of the Wellcome Trust from 2003.

Barbara (Ann) Walters (25 Sep 1931, Boston MA),
American broadcast journalist and TV interviewer.

John P. Walters (19517?), American civic and govern-
ment official; director of national drug control policy
(“drug czar”), 2001-09.

Alice L. Walton (c. 1949), American heiress of part of
the Wal-Mart fortune.

Jim C. Walton (c. 1948), American business execu-
tive; chairman and CEO of the Arvest Group.

Vera Wang (27 Jun 1949, New York NY), American
fashion designer.

Jigme Khesar Namgyal Wangchuk (21 Feb 1980,
Thimphu, Bhutan), Bhutanese royal; king from
2006.

Shane Keith Warne (13 Sep 1969, Ferntree Gully,
VIC, Australia), Australian cricketer, a spin bowler
named one of Wisden’s Five Cricketers of the Cen-
tury.

Rick Warren (1954, San Jose CA), American evange-
list minister.
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Denzel Washington, Jr. (28 Dec 1954, Mount Vernon
NY), American film and TV actor.

(Chaudhry) Wasim Akram (3 Jun 1966, Lahore, Pak-
istan), Pakistani cricket left-handed fast bowler.

Alice Waters (28 Apr 1944, Chatham NJ), American
chef and restaurant owner (Chez Panisse, Berkeley
CA).

John Waters (22 Apr 1946, Baltimore MD), American
filmmaker.

Naomi Watts (28 Sep 1968, Shoreham, Kent, Eng-
land), Australian film actress.

George (Manneh Oppong Ousman) Weah (1 Oct
1966, Monrovia, Liberia), Liberian-born association
football (soccer) star, named in 1998 African Player
of the Century.

Hugo Weaving (4 Apr 1960, Austin, Nigeria), Aus-
tralian film actor.

Karrie Webb (21 Dec 1974, Ayr, QLD, Australia), Aus-
tralian golfer.

Andrew (Thomas) Weil (8 Jun 1942, Philadelphia
PA), American physician and champion of alterna-
tive medicine.

Bob Weinstein (18 Oct 1954, Queens NY), American
film executive; cofounder of Miramax Films and the
Weinstein Co.

Harvey Weinstein (19 Mar 1952, Queens NY), Ameri-
can film executive; cofounder of Miramax Films and
the Weinstein Co.

Rachel Weisz (7 Mar 1971, London, England), British
film actress.

Gillian Welch (2 Oct 1967, New York NY), American
folk and country-and-western singer.

Wen Jiabao (September 1942, Tianjin, China), Chi-
nese geologist and party and state official; premier
from 2003.

Jann S. Wenner (7 Jan 1946, New York NY), American
journalist; originator (1967) and publisher of
Rolling Stone magazine.

Kanye West (8 Jun 1977, Atlanta GA), American rap-
per and music producer.

Randy Weston (Randolph Edward Weston; 6 Apr
1926, Brooklyn NY), American jazz pianist and
composer.

Vivienne Westwood (Vivienne Swire; 8 Apr 1941, Tin-
twistle, Derbyshire, England), British fashion de-
signer.

Christopher Wheeldon (22 Mar 1973, Yeovil, Somer-
set, England), British dancer and choreographer;
founder (2007) of Morphoses/The Wheeldon Com-
pany.

Forest (Steven) Whitaker (15 Jul 1961, Longview TX),
American film actor and director.

Jack White (John Anthony Gillis; 9 Jul 1975, Detroit
MI), American alternative-rock guitarist, drummer,
and vocalist (for the White Stripes, the Raconteurs,
and the Dead Weather) and record producer.

Shaun White (3 Sep 1986, San Diego CA), American
snowboarder.

Ratnasiri Wickremanayake (5 May 1933, British Cey-
lon [now Sri Lanka]), Sri Lankan politician; prime
minister of Sri Lanka, 2000-01 and again from
2005.

John Edgar Wideman (14 Jun 1941, Washington DC),
American novelist.

Richard (Purdy) Wilbur (1 Mar 1921, New York NY),
American poet associated with the New Formalist
movement; poet laureate of the US, 1987-88, and
recipient of the 2006 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize.

Tom Wilkinson (Thomas Jeffery Wilkinson, Jr.; 12 Dec
1948, Leeds, West Yorkshire, England), British
character actor.

George F(rederick) Will (4 May 1941, Champaign IL),
American conservative political commentator and
columnist.

Willem-Alexander (27 Apr 1967, Utrecht, Nether-
lands), Dutch crown prince.

William (William Arthur Philip Louis Mountbatten-
Windsor; 21 Jun 1982, London, England), British
prince of Wales; son of Charles and Diana, prince
and princess of Wales, and second in line to the
British throne.

Brian (Douglas) Williams (5 May 1959, Elmira NY),
American TV newsman; anchor of NBC Nightly
News from 2004.

C(harles) K(enneth) Williams (4 Nov 1936, Newark
NJ), American poet.

Danny Williams (4 Aug 1950, St. John’s, NF [now NL],
Canada), Canadian lawyer and politician (Progres-
sive Conservative); premier of Newfoundland and
Labrador from 2003.

Evan Williams (31 Mar 1972, Nebraska), American
entrepreneur; cofounder of Twitter.

John Williams (24 Apr 1941, Melbourne, VIC, Aus-
tralia), Australian-born classical guitarist.

John (Towner) Williams (8 Feb 1932, Queens NY),
American conductor and composer of movie sound
tracks.

Lucinda Williams (26 Jan 1953, Lake Charles LA),
American contemporary folk and country singer
and songwriter.

Pharrell Williams (“Skateboard P”; 5 Apr 1973, Vir-
ginia Beach VA), American hip-hop artist, song-
writer, and producer.

Robbie Williams (Robert Peter Maximillian Williams;
13 Feb 1974, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent, Stafford-
shire, England), British singer.

Robin Williams (21 Jul 1952, Chicago IL), American
comedian and actor.

Rowan (Douglas) Williams (14 Jun 1950, Swansea,
Wales), Welsh-born Anglican clergyman; archbishop
of Canterbury from 2003.

Serena Williams (26 Sep 1981, Saginaw MI), Ameri-
can tennis player and clothing designer.

Vanessa (Lynn) Williams (18 Mar 1963, Tarrytown
NY), American singer and actress.

Venus Williams (17 Jun 1980, Lynwood CA), Ameri-
can tennis player.

Bruce Willis (Walter Bruce Willison; 19 Mar 1955,
Idar-Oberstein, West Germany [now in Germany]),
American actor.

Brian Wilson (20 Jun 1942, Inglewood CA), Ameri-
can pop music songwriter and producer (for the
Beach Boys); recipient of a 2007 Kennedy Center
Honor.

Lanford Wilson (13 Apr 1937, Lebanon MO), Ameri-
can playwright.

Owen (Cunningham) Wilson (18 Nov 1968, Dallas
TX), American actor.

Robert Wilson (4 Oct 1941, Waco TX), American
avant-garde theater director.

Amy (Jade) Winehouse (14 Sep 1983, Enfield, Mid-
dlesex, England), British singer and songwriter.

Oprah Winfrey (29 Jan 1954, Kosciusko MS), Ameri-
can TV personality; host and producer of The Oprah
Winfrey Show from 1985.

Kate Winslet (5 Oct 1975, Reading, England), British
film actress.

Anna Wintour (3 Nov 1949, London, England),
British-born fashion magazine editor, editor in chief
of American Vogue from 1988.

(Laura Jean) Reese Witherspoon (22 Mar 1976,
Baton Rouge LA), American film actress.
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Edward Witten (26 Aug 1951, Baltimore MD), Ameri-
can mathematician and specialist in superstring
theory; recipient of the 1990 Fields Medal and a
2008 Crafoord Prize.

Patricia A(nn) Woertz (17 Mar 1953, Pittsburgh PA),
American corporate executive; CEO of Archer
Daniels Midland from 2006.

Girma Wolde-Giorgis (December 1924, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia), Ethiopian military officer; president from
2001.

Nathan Wolfe (24 Aug 1970, Detroit MI), American vi-
rologist and professor, a specialist in the transfer of
viruses from animals to humans.

Tom Wolfe (Thomas Kennerly Wolfe, Jr.; 2 Mar 1930,
Richmond VA), American novelist, journalist, and
social commentator.

Tobias (Jonathan Ansell) Wolff (19 Jun 1945, Birm-
ingham AL), American writer.

Stevie Wonder (Steveland Judkins; Steveland Morris;
13 May 1950, Saginaw M), American pop song-
writer and singer.

Elijah (Jordan) Wood (28 Jan 1981, Cedar Rapids IA),
American film actor.

Tiger Woods (Eldrick Woods; 30 Dec 1975, Cypress
CA), American golfer.

Klaus Wowereit (1 Oct 1953, West Berlin, West Ger-
many [now in Berlin, Germany]), German politician
(Social Democrat); mayor of Berlin from 2001.

Stephen Wozniak (11 Aug 1950, San Jose CA), Amer-
ican electrical engineer, cofounder of Apple Com-
puter Corp., and youth leader.

Ram Baran Yadav (4 Feb 1948, Sapahi, Dhanukha,
Nepal), Nepalese politician; the first president of
Nepal, from 2008.

Shinya Yamanaka (4 Sep 1962, Osaka, Japan),
Japanese physician and stem-cell researcher.

Yang Jiechi (May 1950, Shanghai, China), Chinese
foreign minister from 2007.

Yao Ming (12 Sep 1980, Shanghai, China), Chinese
basketball player.

Umaru Musa Yar'Adua (1951, Katsina, Nigeria),
Nigerian politician; president from 2007.

Catherine Yass (1963, London, England), British pho-
tographic artist.

Trisha Yearwood (Patricia Lynn Yearwood; 19 Sep
1964, Monticello GA), American country singer.

Michelle Yeoh (Yang Zi Chong or Yeoh Chu-keng; 6
Aug 1962, Ipoh, Malaysia), Malaysian-born film ac-
tress.

Gloria Yerkovich (1942), American child-welfare ad-
vocate; founder of Child Find, an organization that
helps to locate missing children.

Francis Yip (Yip Lai Yee; 1948, Hong Kong), Hong
Kong Chinese pop singer.

Banana Yoshimoto (Yoshimoto Mahoko; 24 Jul 1964,
Tokyo, Japan), Japanese writer of bestselling fic-
tion.

Will(lam Robert) Young (20 Jan 1979, Hungerford,
Berkshire, England), British pop singer.

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (9 Sep 1949, Pacitan,
East Java, Indonesia), Indonesian military officer;
president from 2004.

Muhammad Yunus (28 Jun 1940, Chittagong, East
Bengal, British India [now in Bangladesh]),
Bangladeshi economist specializing in microcredit
and founder of the Grameen Bank; corecipient of
the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize.

Viktor (Andriyovych) Yushchenko (23 Feb 1954, Kho-
ruzhivka, Sumy oblast, USSR [now in Ukraine]),
Ukrainian banker and politician (Our Ukraine); prime
minister, 1999-2001, and president from 2005.

Sadi Yusuf (1934, near Basra, Iraq), Iragi-born poet.

Raul Yzaguirre (22 Jul 1939, south Texas), American
Hispanic rights activist.

Adam Zagajewski (21 Jun 1945, Lwow, Poland [now
Lviv, Ukraine]), Polish poet, novelist, and essayist;
recipient of the 2004 Neustadt Prize.

José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero (4 Aug 1960, Val-
ladolid, Spain), Spanish politician (Socialist Work-
ers Party); prime minister from 2004.

Asif Ali Zardari (21 Jul 1956, Nawabshah, Pakistan),
Pakistani politician and widower of Benazir Bhutto;
cochairman of the Pakistan People’s Party from
2007 and president of Pakistan from 2008.

Valdis Zatlers (22 Mar 1955), Latvian politician; pres-
ident from 2007.

Ayman al-Zawahiri (19 Jun 1951, Maadi, Egypt),
Egyptian-born physician and militant Islamic ex-
tremist leader, the chief lieutenant of Osama bin
Laden.

(José) Manuel Zelaya (Rosales) (20 Sep 1952, Cata-
camas, Honduras), Honduran politician (Liberal
Party); president, 2006-09.

Sam Zell (Samuel Zielonka; 28 Sep 1941, Chicago
IL), American real-estate tycoon.

Renée (Kathleen) Zellweger (25 Apr 1969, Katy TX),
American actress.

Robert Zemeckis (14 May 1952, Chicago IL), Ameri-
can film director.

Meles Zenawi (8 May 1955, Adoua, Ethiopia),
Ethiopian politician; prime minister from 1995.

Niklas Zennstrom (1966, Sweden), Swedish Internet
entrepreneur; codeveloper of Joost, a popular pro-
gram for receiving TV broadcasts on a personal
computer.

Catherine Zeta-Jones (Catherine Jones; 25 Sep
1969, Swansea, West Glamorgan, Wa