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To all those fathers who love the English language, who relish mangling words just to get a chuckle—this book is for you. You know who you are.
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Introduction

One day in 2013, my 12-year-old grandson, Casey, wanted me to tell him the world’s worst joke. I asked him, “Why the world’s worst joke?” and he said he thought it would be funny. I told him I didn’t know any jokes, world’s worst or otherwise, but that I would try to think of some.

I started thinking about humor and what tickled my funny bone. I love puns and consider them the most sophisticated of art forms, even if they invariably draw groans and the rolling of eyes by people who hate them. I understand there’s a name for this type of humor: they’re called dad jokes. It’s that classic moment when Dad tells a joke, followed by an awkward silence and an eye roll, drawn-out groan, or “Oh, Dad!”

I love a choice play on words. I love the way a word can be twisted unexpectedly, lending a special meaning through subtle subterfuge, causing delight by sheer surprise as it unfolds in rampant silliness as something you don’t see coming until it smacks you right between your mind’s eye as an outrageous idea.

Puns come easily to some, but it takes no special talent or gift. Surprisingly, it does require a special marker in the genetic code, a marker that I believe all dads have in their DNA. What it takes to create a pun is an intimate knowledge of the meaning of regular words, then pushing beyond the staid and lockstep rules of grammar and definitions, crossing the border into the realm of the absurd. Remember, this is Dad we’re speaking of here.

As for Casey’s question, I don’t recall the exact machinations my mind went through in the muddling process of finding a joke, but I remember the first one that came to me:

         Question: Why did the cow want to go to Hollywood?

         Answer: She wanted to be in the moo-vies.

Thus began the great adventure of developing puns while my four grandchildren contributed illustrations. Since we began in 2013, we’ve collaborated in the creation of over 1,000 puns, some including their illustrations. Then, one day out of the blue, I received an e-mail from someone who introduced herself as an acquisitions editor for a publishing house out of Berkeley, California. She said she found me on the Internet while searching for authors of puns. She described a project she was pulling together, an anthology of dad jokes. Would I be interested in discussing this with her? A series of emails led to us eventually coming to mutual ground, and I committed my collected works to this project.

This anthology is a tribute to and celebration of all fathers who contribute to the mirth quotient in our world, who share their jokes to make us laugh without considering consequences, who dare to spin a yarn or turn a phrase, and in the process, mangle the English language for a chuckle. Being one of those fathers I can tell you, we do this because we can; we do it because we have to; we share our jokes because we can’t help ourselves—it’s in our DNA.




Animals & Nature
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Fish are probably the most musical of all non-human critters because of their scales.

Drawing by Teyei Frances Beyer

 

When a blue whale is really upset he can become a blubbering idiot.
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The master asked his talking dog, “What’s on top of the house?” to which he answered, “Roof, roof!”
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You can tell the vast Savannah is a game preserve because the animals are always gamboling.
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The bird feeder in the backyard is the gathering place for a whole group of seedy critters.
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The phoenix is a mythical bird that rises from the dead after having made an ash of itself.
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Q: What’s a cow’s favorite seafood dish?

A: Moo-ssels, scallops, and clams.
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Camels are almost always happiest on hump day.
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The owl broke off the engagement because he needed time to figure out who he was.
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Zebras look essentially like horses, but they’re actually an animal of a different stripe.
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Chimpanzees have learned a great deal from their cousins just by aping them.
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Owls are the most prominent in the “Who’s Who” of avians.
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The crotchety owl was getting so old he just didn’t give a hoot.
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Raptors are the hip-hop artists of birds.
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Sheep are reliable as a sleep aid: you can always count on them.
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Q: What’s another name for cow pie?

A: Cow bowel moo-vement.
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PETA was very upset and concerned when it rained cats and dogs. They all ended up in a huge poodle.
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A rhinoceros showed up for band practice because he wanted to play in the horn section.
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The Rabbit King’s son, Prince Bunny, is the hare-apparent to the throne.
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Beware of turtles. They are shrewd con artists skilled in the classic shell game.
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The grizzly bear’s son started out in the newspaper business as a cub reporter.
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The shepherd pup loved playing with sticks: he was adorable and fetching.

[image: ]

A hyena never does well as a stand-up comedian because no one likes someone who laughs at their own jokes.
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Q: What do you get when you cross a cow and a duck?

A: Milk and quackers.
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Mosquitoes usually leave everyone itching to get back at them.
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Mosquitoes aren’t subtle, they come right to the point.
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Mosquitoes are easily handled by a well-organized SWAT team.
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The irritating thing about mosquitoes in summer is they’re always needling you.
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The centipede hated going shopping, especially for shoes.
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The female octopus complained her date was terrible because he was all arms.
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Q: What do they do with cow’s milk after it’s processed?

A: They sell it to crea-moo-ries.
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When it comes to pride in construction, beavers do give a dam.
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Lightning bugs are a delight to children of all ages, even though they’re a fly-by-night insect.
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It’s an effort for a snake to shed its skin, but it takes little effort for a snake to cause a human to jump out of theirs.
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The teenage skunk was the butt of jokes because he just didn’t make any scents.
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Q: Why does the cow occasionally wear antlers?

A: When she’s drunk she thinks she’s a moo-se.
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Climate change is telling us that very soon, polar bears aren’t going to be able to go with the floe.
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It’s easier to take a pig out truffle hunting because they’re good at rooting out hidden treasures.
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Archaeologists are now thinking that the North American buffalo originated in ancient Italy. It’s where the buffalo Rome.
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Q: What do cows in Hawaii wear?

A: They wear moo-moos.
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A bare willow branch is called a switch. I wonder if that’s because it’s supposed to switch a mischievous boy to a good boy?
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You never see trees dressed formally because they only wear trunks.
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Q: How does a cow describe earth’s life-giving qualities?

A: She calls it Moo-ther Nature.
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Environmentalists feel that those who destroy old-growth forests should be prosecuted for treeson.
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Environmentalists fought hard against the engineers because they just didn’t want the dam project.
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Sheep rustlers when they’re finished with their work of the night usually take it on the lamb.
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The young man tried to steal several chickens but was caught red-handed because as a thief, he was a dumb cluck.
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Turkey farmers have a tough business because the turkeys are always gobbling up the profits.
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Q: What does an Eskimo cow yell to her dogsled team?

A: Moo-sh you huskies!
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The dog trainer tried very hard to teach her dog to chase and retrieve sticks, but he didn’t quite fetch how the game is played.
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Dog lovers have marriages that last because they know how to stay.
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Several ranchers once tried to raise hyenas for their meat but failed miserably because the animals were a total laughing stock.
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The rodeo performer wasn’t horsing around, and that’s no bull!
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You often see seniors walking their dogs after they retire. For them, it’s a new leash on life.
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Harvesting fish from the ocean is serious business and isn’t something done just for the halibut.
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The nature lovers weren’t sure if it was a dogwood or not. They couldn’t tell from the bark.
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Federal DEA agents made a surprise raid on a local community garden that had been allowed to go to pot.
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You should avoid using the phrase “potted plants” when describing your garden to avoid trouble with law enforcement.

[image: ]

Q: What did the hippie cow secretly grow in her basement?

A: Psychedelic moo-shrooms.
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Growing mushrooms isn’t an easy business because you’re almost always in the dark.
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Curing cucumbers is a delicate process because one misstep and you end up in a pickle.




Everyday People and Things
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Q: Why does the cow love Harley Davidsons?

A: She loves how a moo-torcycle purrs.

Drawing by Gordon Hideaki Nagai

 

Kid: Grandma, what would you say if I told you your sock had a hole in it?

Grandma: Darn it!
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Some things can be hair-raising if they’re ideas off the top of your head.
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When someone has half a mind to do something, they’re usually ill-equipped for the task.
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Q: Why is it difficult to argue with a cow?

A: When her mind is made up, she’s im-moo-vable.
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Q: What was the name of the cow’s boyfriend’s college fraternity?

A: Kappa Epsilon Moo.
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When he asked her out he said he was a serial monogamist, but she decided against getting in line.
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When he asked her for a date, she gave him a calendar full of them.
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Q: What did the cow and her boyfriend do on their date?

A: They went to a moo-vie.

[image: ]

The father of the bride didn’t like the groom and didn’t want to give anything away.
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Q: Why didn’t the cow kiss her boyfriend?

A: She wasn’t in the moo-d.
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When the weather turns bad, extroverts bundle up and go outside; introverts are content to stay inside.

When the weather turns nice in the late spring, extroverts put on their running shoes and go outdoors; introverts are content to stay inside.
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Q: What’s going on when a cow thinks something is only a little funny and others think it’s uproariously and hilariously funny?

A: To her it’s just a-moo-sing.
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In business, extroverts are rarely silent partners.
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When an estate is being liquidated, introverts prefer a silent auction.
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Q: What do cows do when they have extra cash on hand?

A: They invest in moo-tual funds.
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People who sit on copy machines to take “selfies” are seriously con-seat-ed.
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People who sit on copy machines and take “selfies” are getting behind in their work.
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Q: What do you call a cow that takes advantage of you?

A: A moo-cher.
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To the locals, the visiting egotist was an I-sore.
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A procrastinator’s life is characterized by the laws of pause-and-effect.
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Q: How does a cow control another without their knowledge?

A: Through moo-nipulation.
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The narcissist at the crime scene told the investigators he was an I-witness.
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The beautiful young woman lost the beauty contest because she figured wrong.
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Q: What’s it called when a cow feels guilty for having done something wrong?

A: She’s feeling re-moo-rse.
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Immigrants from Southeast Asia coming to the United States after a time of assimilation become disoriented.
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When visiting Australia, Americans often look the wrong way when crossing the street and get that run-down feeling.
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When the power went out during the massive storm, the people were de-lighted.
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When the power failed, everyone had a dim view of things.
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Q: Why did the cow need cheering up?

A: Her friends thought she was getting way too moo-rbid.
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How tall is it if it’s standing water?
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What is it called if it isn’t a close shave?
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Q: What’s that fuzzy thing on a cow’s boyfriend’s upper lip called?

A: A moo-stache.
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What direction would you be facing when you take your turn?
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Do you suppose that a child boarding a flight in his mother’s arms is considered a carry-on?
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Q: What does a calf call his mother?

A: Moo-mmy.
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Extremely bright children are often in a class by themselves.
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The high school class clown told everyone he was going to run away and join the circus, but that was jest another of his jokes.
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Q: What kind of test format does a studious cow student prefer?

A: Moo-tiple choice.
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When the college student maxed out several credit cards, his parents had him undergo plastic surgery.
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A recent dyslexic graduate of University of California’s Boalt Law School went to work for Victoria’s Secret. He thought he’d died and gone to heaven as he prepared to take the state bra exam.
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Q: Why did the cow fail to pass the bar exam?

A: She forgot what moo-t court was.
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The student cook didn’t think much of his first assignment of cooking waffles, but when he accidentally put his hand on the hot waffle iron, that made an imprint.
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Japanese children learn at an early age to feed themselves rice by sticking to it.
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There isn’t anything more amazing to a child than churning thick cream until it magically transforms into butter, no whey!

[image: ]

When the couple was snowed in and couldn’t get to the grocery store, they made do by eating the dates off the calendar.
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A young family emigrating from Korea decided to start a Seoul-food restaurant at the local mall.
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Q: What’s a Chinese cow’s favorite dish?

A: Moo-shu pork.
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Many homeowners are turning to preserving fresh fruits because they can.
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Thieves stole a truckload of fruit and left a trail of bananas. They slipped past the authorities.
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Dad wasn’t a very good cook with the barbecue, but everyone said he pursued it religiously because of all the burnt offerings.
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Q: What does a cow usually put on her hot dogs on the 4th of July?

A: Moo-stard and relish.
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Anyone with a wheat allergy who routinely eats pasta is just a gluten for punishment.
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When your stomach is queasy you don’t want to bring up breakfast.
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The wife of a celery farmer complained to the sheriff that someone was stalking her.
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Q: Why did the sheriff arrest the cow?

A: She was making illegal moo-nshine.
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Dunkin’ Donuts has come out with a powerful product to help you quit smoking. It’s called a “cream puff.”
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Pubs in Ireland use bar graphs to track the up and down consumption of ale amongst their patrons.
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Q: When a cow went to work for Starbucks, what did they name the new line of drinks?

A: Café moo-cha.
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You don’t have to be steamed to brew a great cup of espresso.
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The coffee shop owners argued mightily over everything in the business and in their marriage, and they eventually found grounds for divorce.
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Coffee drinkers don’t lose any sleep over health concerns with drinking too much coffee.
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In the final analysis, the quality of a cup of coffee boils down to its taste.
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Q: What does a cow call those campfire treats of graham crackers, Hershey squares, and toasted marshmallows?

A: S’moo-res.
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The raisin thought things were going really well because he was on a roll.
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Steak and eggs with champagne for breakfast can be a cereal killer.
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The joke was so funny the banana broke out in peels of laughter.
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Who would win if you pit a peach against an apricot? Get the inside story.
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A watermelon and a honeydew wanted to get married right away, but they cantaloupe.
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The tennis shoe met the high heel shoe but couldn’t communicate because they didn’t share a common tongue.

[image: ]

The dress shoe got along well with the stilettos because they were both well-heeled.

[image: ]

Q: What’s it called when a cow vandalizes a valuable painting?

A: Moo-tilation.
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Some writing instruments you can pencil in as being without question needed.

However, the eraser can rub out all advantages any one instrument might have over another.

But there is one instrument “to rule them all.” (With apologies to J.R.R. Tolkien)
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Why is it that flypaper doesn’t?
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Q: Why does a cow copy another cow’s behavior?

A: To em-moo-late them.
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Why does a colander have to strain in order to do its work well?
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Why is it that sandpaper has it so rough?

[image: ]

Q: Why did the cow become a member of a mosque?

A: She was a Moo-slim.
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When the wedge threw his name in the ring as a candidate he knew he was likely going to split the vote.
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The wedge left the party early because he had a splitting headache.
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Q: What was the name of the cow’s college sorority?

A: Delta Lambda Moo.
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Nails have the reputation of being drunkards because they’re always hammered.
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You can always tell the union nails from non-union because they’re totally galvanized.
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A flat head nail and a finishing nail got married, and they named their firstborn son, “Brad.”
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Q: What’s it called when you and a cow know others in common?

A: You have moo-tual acquaintances.
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The nail and screw worked well as a team because they’re both joiners.
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The nail and screw became fast friends because of their joint efforts at holding things together.
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Screws, unlike nails, have a hard time unwinding.
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Q: What’s it called when you can’t change a cow’s mind?

A: Her position is said to be im-moo-table.
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Screws have a hard time making friends because they’re a twisted bunch.
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Screws turned out differently than nails just by a twist of fate.
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A Phillips head screw and a slotted screw started a joint fashion design company because they liked each other’s threads.
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Q: Why would a cow choose to be a copycat?

A: Im-moo-tation is the highest form of praise.
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Screwdrivers seem to consistently get into trouble because they’re always screwing around.
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You know, of course, that a crowbar isn’t a place where blackbirds hang out and drink beer?
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The hammer left the party early because he had a pounding headache.

[image: ]

You don’t want to hang out with bolts because of their nutty friends.
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Q: What do you call an up-and-coming cow?

A: A moo-ver and a shaker.
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The 100-watt bulb invited his fluorescent friends over for a light dinner.
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The Chinese lightbulb was a hit at the technology expo because of its ability to dim some.
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Q: What did the cow feel when she was exposed for cheating?

A: She was moo-rtified.
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There’s a reason why motorcycles have kickstands: they’re two-tired to stand up by themselves.
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Q: What did the cow say when she got on a crowded bus?

A: “Would someone mind moo-ving over so I can sit down?”
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Digital clocks have their hours numbered.
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A timepiece with mainspring has a more leisurely approach to telling time because it takes its time unwinding.
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Analog clocks animate and put a face on time.
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Analog clocks are for those who have hands on their time.
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The Swiss clock struck XIII because it was a little cuckoo.
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Q: What’s it called when a cow prints money for the US Mint?

A: Moo-la.
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While it is everyone’s civic duty to serve, being called for jury duty can be very trying.
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Q: What do you call it when a cow gets a refund on her taxes?

A: Re-moo-neration.
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Discussion of the Second Amendment all too often triggers angry exchanges.
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Discussion of the Second Amendment is difficult because it’s a loaded issue.
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There is the obvious restriction on yelling “fire” in a crowded theater, but today add the threat that someone openly carrying might start shooting.
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The Second Amendment doesn’t often elicit high-caliber commentary on either side.
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If every presentation on the Second Amendment were to leave out all the bullet points, would that help foster civil discussion?
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Q: What made the cow’s political campaign so successful?

A: She had a strong team of com-moo-nity organizers.
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After the successful ballot measures won, pot farmers in Washington and Colorado were happy their crops were going up in smoke.
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After the Washington and Colorado election results were in, all the pot farmers exhaled.
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Shops in Washington and Colorado selling legal marijuana are being called drug stores.
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Drug Enforcement Agency officers made a raid on a targeted home because word was that the man was going to take a powder.
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Q: What’s a thousand dollar bill in the purse of a billionaire cow?

A: She thinks of it as pocket moo-ney.
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The CIA once explored the use of Victoria’s Secret models for undercover work, but gave it up when everything was exposed.
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I understand Victoria’s Secret is in the business of software. I’ve only known this briefly.
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The patent lawsuit against Victoria’s Secret was thrown out of court by the judge because it was based on flimsy evidence.
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Victoria’s Secret prefers to avoid conflict with competitors lest things end up tit for tat.
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Victoria’s Secret’s advertising relies on the greatest amount of exposure possible.
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Victoria’s Secret must look to innovation to keep abreast of the industry.
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You wouldn’t think very many people sue Victoria’s Secret, but they have an entire department of attorneys reviewing briefs.
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There was a scandal at Victoria’s Secret followed by a cover-up. It was barely successful.
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Q: What’s it called when a cow aspires to lofty goals?

A: She’s said to have excellent moo-tivation.




Doctors & Medicine
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Q: What’s it called when a cow has a runny nose?

A: Moo-cus.

Drawing by Casey Benjamin Nagai

 

How long does a physician have to work before they’re no longer practicing?
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Should you trust a physician if he’s just starting his practice?
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It’s a good time to change physicians if you find yours is doctoring the books.
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It’s a good time to change physicians if you find yours wanting to play doctor.
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When you’re young and healthy, having a medical condition requiring medication can be a hard pill to swallow.
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Q: What did the cow’s therapist prescribe for her depression?

A: Moo-d altering drugs.
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If you spend a lot of time outdoors in the sunlight and smile a lot, are you at risk for developing cancer by the skin of your teeth?
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When the veteran outdoorsman came down with Lyme disease, he was really ticked off.
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Q: How does malaria spread from cow to cow?

A: Through moo-squito bites.
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The new US ambassador to the United Nations made certain he had all of his shots because he wanted to ensure his diplomatic immunity.
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Even now as an adult I hate getting shots. What’s the point?
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Q: What’s it called when a cow gets a shot for cow-pox?

A: It’s called im-moo-nization.
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The homeowner running from the house to the patio ran into the screen door and strained his shoulder.
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A good physical therapist has just the right touch.
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Physical therapy and the bakery business have this in common: they both knead something to succeed.
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Because of patient needs, successful chiropractors may have periods when they have serious backlogs.

[image: ]

The retired chiropractor decided to come out of retirement, resume his practice, and get back into his work.
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Q: Why did they think the cow was unstable?

A: The clue was her moo-d swings.
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The young orthopedic surgeon loved his job and made no bones about it.
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For a pediatric surgeon, every operation is minor surgery.
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Amongst physicians, surgeons are a cut above other specialists.
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You don’t ever want your surgery to cost you an arm and a leg.
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The surly surgeon didn’t work well with others because of his sharp tongue and cutting remarks.
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A person’s decision to undergo plastic surgery is usually based on notions of flaws-and-effect.
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The surgical student quit the specialized program because he just couldn’t cut it.
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Q: What’s the most common psychiatric diagnosis given to cows?

A: Moo-ltiple Personality Disorder.
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After med school, dermatologists are just itching to hang out their shingle.
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Dermatologists occasionally treat conditions that tend to get under your skin.
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In terms of patient clientele, dermatologists barely scratch the surface in numbers.
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While you can’t say dermatologists are shallow, they do restrict their focus to surface conditions.
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Cardiologists treat conditions that are always at the heart of the matter.
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Cardiologists naturally want to keep the pulse of the nation’s health.
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When the thoughtless jerk left and broke her heart, her brother, a police officer, placed him under cardiac arrest.
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Cardiologists have a reputation for having a good bedside manner because they’re all heart.
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Proctologists are known for quickly getting to the seat of the problem.
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Acupuncturists train extensively to pinpoint the source of your ailments.
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Acupuncturists can be annoying because their procedures involve needling you a bit.
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The acupuncturist was on pins and needles on his way to his licensing exam, when he got stuck in traffic.

[image: ]

Q: What’s it called when a cow gets sick riding in a car?

A: She’s suffering from moo-tion sickness.
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Optometry students study and work hard because they have their eyes on the future.
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The ophthalmologist was caught running a scam selling “intelligent glasses” for people whose eyes were smarting.
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The narcissistic ophthalmologist had a hard time seeing I-to-I with anyone else.
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Observe a narcissistic ophthalmologist just for a moment, and you’ll get an I-full.
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A thoracic surgeon full of himself would be hard to stomach.
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As a thoracic surgeon, he had a difficult time because he couldn’t stomach the long workdays.

[image: ]

Psychiatrists specialize in patients who are notorious head cases.
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Q: Why didn’t the cow make a good therapist?

A: She was too e-moo-tional.
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Audiologists have an ear for what might be ailing you.
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Audiologists are great listeners because they’re all ears.
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Podiatrists just starting their practice have to get a toe-hold in order to succeed.
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The podiatrist started what promised to be a successful business by first getting his foot in the door.
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The podiatrist has good standing in the community for treating the agony of de-feet.
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Pediatricians face a litigious group any time they don’t deliver.
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Specialists working in a hospital’s hematology lab initially take a blood-oath.
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The radiologist got into serious trouble because all his photographs turned out to be x-rayted.
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You can’t lie to a radiologist—he can see right through you.




Famous Names & Events
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Q: When a famous cow dies, where is she buried?

A: In a ce-moo-tery.

Drawing by Gordon Hideaki Nagai

 

When the other kids told him, “Go fly a kite!” Ben Franklin took them seriously.
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The Liberty Bell in Philadelphia doesn’t ring true because it isn’t all it’s cracked up to be any more.
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Valley Forge was the very low point in the “winter of our discontent.”
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Q: How was a Southern cow involved in the Civil Rights struggle?

A: She participated in the Moo-ntgomery bus boycott.
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Rumor has it that George Washington had a lot of children. People say he was the “father of our country.”
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Dwight D. Eisenhower was a leader of men, generally speaking.
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In assessing the contributions of Dwight D. Eisenhower to the victory in Europe during WWII, you can’t generalize.
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General Chuck Yeager was addicted to speed.
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The French consider General George S. Patton a hero because of his striking actions against the Germans during WWII. In appreciation the Parisians said, “Tanks!”
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The current US Congress has taken to heart Harry S. Truman’s motto, “The buck stops here.”
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The rodeo clown went by the nick-name “Truman” because he said “The buck stops here.”
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The hockey goalie went by the nickname, “Truman,” because he said, “The puck stops here.”
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Q: What US state is a favorite vacation destination for cows?

A: Moo-souri.
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The president and his top staff often go around and around in the Oval Office on difficult issues.
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Q: What was Chairman Cow’s principle instructional text?

A: The Com-moo-nist Manifesto.
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Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star Spangled Banner” because he was a stand-up kind of guy.
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Q: What’s the name of the movie about the Cow von Trapp family?

A: The Sound of Moo-sic.

[image: ]

Here’s a question: Did Nero fiddle away his time?
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Marcel Marceau wanted to take up the violin but he couldn’t get himself out of his box.
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Marcel Marceau gave a commanding performance for the Queen and he was so exceptional she was at a loss for words.
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Q: What was the valedictorian’s name at the Cow Mime University’s graduation?

A: Marcel Moo-rceau.
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Columbo thought he’d try learning the violin but gave up because he hadn’t a clue as to where to begin.
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Oliver Wendell Holmes considered himself an accomplished violinist, but the jury is still out on that.
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Oliver Winchester didn’t succeed in his attempt to learn the violin, but at least he gave it a shot.
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Paul Bunyan gave up studying the violin after a short trial. He decided he couldn’t cut it with all that was required.
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George Washington Carver wanted to be a concert violinist, but he decided he couldn’t make a living on just peanuts.
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Eli Whitney stuck with the violin because he cottoned to the music of Stephen Collins Foster.
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Alexander Graham Bell thought briefly of taking up the violin, but he eventually decided it wasn’t his calling.
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Alexander Graham Bell’s success with the telephone prompted him to give his girlfriend a ring.
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Thomas Edison wanted to learn how to play the violin, but once he started, gave it up because he was totally in the dark.
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Thomas Edison was shown to be a brilliant scientist when a light went on in his head.
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Linus Pauling was a terrible student of the violin. He only played C.
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Albert Einstein played the violin with only relative success, but he did so with considerable gravity.
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The Wright brothers considered learning the piano but gave it up as a flight of fancy.
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The Wright brothers were eventually successful in attaining powered flight because they spent years in flights of fancy.
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The Wright brothers wanted to continue flying, but everything was too much up in the air for them.
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Orville and Wilbur were the first Americans with the “Wright Stuff.”
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Q: What city in Alabama is famous for its cows?

A: Moo-bile.
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Was Amenhotep involved in the first pyramid scheme?
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Q: Where does a cow society keep historical artifacts?

A: In a moo-seum.
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Samuel Morse was a terrible poker player because he always telegraphed his hand.
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Henry Ford is known for paying his workers well because he wanted them to be able to af-Ford buying his cars.
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When Johannes Gutenberg invented movable type, he was pressed with an increase in printing orders.

[image: ]

Johannes Gutenberg’s apprentice had to sign a binding contract to begin his training.
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Michelangelo was such a genius as a sculptor that people today marble at his work.
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Michelangelo’s skill as a sculptor came easily to him, but he never took it for granite.
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There is absolutely no evidence that Michelangelo was stoned when he sculpted David.
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The quarry operator had a problem providing Michelangelo what he needed because he had lost his marbles.

[image: ]

The Sistine Chapel conclusively proves Michelangelo was at the height of his artistry.
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Critics of Michelangelo’s sculptures accused him of being a chiseler.
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You have to say this about Michelangelo’s reputation: it’s rock solid.

[image: ]

You could say Michelangelo’s reputation is carved in stone.
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As a child, Michelangelo was fascinated with sculpture, and people said he had rocks in his head to think he could succeed at it.
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When Michelangelo was young, he played a very different game of marbles.
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Q: What’s the famous portrait of a smiling cow called?

A: The Moo-na Lisa.
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The work of a master impressionist painter pales in comparison to the work of Renaissance masters.
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Salvador Dali had a very warped sense of time.
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The forger of a Jackson Pollock painting wanted to make a splash in the art world.
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Charles Schulz once considered becoming an auto mechanic so he could car toon.
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When Penn and Teller formed a performing comedy team, they agreed one of them would be a silent partner.
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Siskel and Ebert always chose to review musical movies in theaters because any other setting just wasn’t reel.
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Q: Why did the cow want to go to Hollywood?

A: She wanted to be in the moo-vies.
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The photographer was asked to take a portrait of the movie star, and she said she’d give it a shot.
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The actor is described as statuesque because his features are well chiseled.
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Q: What character did the cow play in the movie The Karate Kid?

A: Mr. Moo-yagi.

[image: ]

You don’t have to wear shiny briefs and tights to be a superhero. There’s only one thing that makes you cape-able.
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One of Clark Kent’s ploys to hide his true identity was to study the guitar, but as a skill, it just didn’t fly.
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Q: Why is Breakfast at Tiffany’s the cow’s favorite movie?

A: She loves hearing “Moo-n River.”
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When David went out to do battle with Goliath, the scales were seriously balanced against him, but he overcame the odds and won by rocking the giant to sleep.
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During the off-season, Mrs. Claus learned how to pole dance.
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A child’s behavior before Christmas is usually affected by the laws of Claus-and-effect.
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Easter Bunny: I’m sorry I didn’t propose with a diamond, Honey. I thought you didn’t carat all for such things.

Harriet: Well you miscalculated, because now I’m hopping mad! I guess I should have egged you on, but I was so tired of yokin’ around.

Easter Bunny: I just want some bunny to love.

Harriet: If you don’t get me a ring, your love will be hare today, gone tomorrow.

Easter Bunny: But warren we be happier if we stopped passing the buck and instead saved our doe?
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Who would have thought Thanksgiving was so existential. It used to be just relative.
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Q: When a greeting card company set aside a day to honor cows, what did they call it?

A: Moo-ther’s Day
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All the tooth fairies went on strike because their health care coverage didn’t include dental.
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After years of hanging out with Peter Pan, Tinker Bell was hired by a transportation company to start a ferry service.
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Winnie didn’t think much of Eeyore’s idea so Pooh-Poohed it. It hurt Eeyore’s feelings.
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Q: What’s the name the cow gives to the one who writes children’s nursery rhymes?

A: Moo-ther Goose.
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After Humpty Dumpty recovered from his fall, he was just a shell of his former self.

[image: ]

After Humpty Dumpty recovered from his fall, he was arrested as head of a fraudulent shell corporation.
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Q: What did they call the cow professor Harold Hill?

A: The Moo-sic Man.
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For the Tin Man, the trip to Oz was at the heart of the matter.
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For the Scarecrow, the trip to Oz was a no-brainer.
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For the Lion, the trip to Oz took the courage of his convictions.
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For Dorothy, the trip to Oz was a whirlwind adventure.
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Q: What was one of Shakespeare cow’s most popular plays?

A: Moo-ch Ado About Nothing.
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The jester smirked as he challenged the king to eat an orange without breaking the skin, much to peels of laughter from the court.
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Though Cinderella was from very modest beginnings, she had a hearth of gold.
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Cinderella’s adoptive family was a step up from her early beginnings.
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When the Prince went looking for the mystery woman who disappeared from the ball at midnight, Cinderella didn’t realize she was a shoe-in.
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How did Cinderella impress the Prince upon her arrival at the ball? It was obvious she had a really great coach.
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For Cinderella and the Prince, the magic of the evening ended at curfew.
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Q: What was Alexandre Cow Dumas’s greatest novel?

A: The Count of Moo-nte Cristo.
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Q: What was Alexandre Cow Dumas’s second greatest novel?

A: The Three Moo-sketeers.




Language & Writing
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The ex-CIA agent wrote an exposé of his years working in black ops that ran on for nearly 400 redacted pages.

Drawing by Casey Benjamin Nagai

 

A dictionary is always a nice gift because it’s a word to the wise.
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A dictionary is the very definition of a language.
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Supposedly, if you have a dictionary in the house, you’ll never be at a loss for words.
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Workers at publishing houses that print dictionaries appreciate their breaks when they can sit for a spell.
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The playwright undertook a major project of putting Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary on Broadway as a play on words.
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When the play Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary opened on Broadway, it was a defining moment in American theater.
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Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary as a play had dialogue so thick it was hard to ad lib and get a word in edgewise.
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Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary as a play was so complex it was hard for the actors to memorize their lines word for word.
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Critics felt that every word in the play Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary was full of meaning.
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The play Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary received critical acclaim, but due to low ticket sales, it was sadly shelved.
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If you have to eat your words, it’d be handy to have a thesaurus on hand to spice them up.
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There’s another word for someone who loves the thesaurus.
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Writing a short story is better than not writing a tall.
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It’s not true that writing a short story doesn’t take very long.
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The dwarf set out to write an autobiography, but ended up writing a short story.

I’ve plagiarized most of the materials for my memoir. I’m calling it The Purloined Letter.

[image: ]

Do chain letters actually link people together?
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If a witch wants to publish her personal journal, it will be printed with a spell binding.
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Before a witch casts a spell, she’ll submit it for a spell-check.
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Accomplished writers who are well published you could say have the “write stuff.”
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When the arborist had a coffee table book about trees published, he invited readers to leaf through its pages.
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Q: Why did the cow want to become a writer?

A: Because she felt she had a moo-ving story to tell.
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It’s difficult to get an appointment with the successful author because her calendar is fully booked.
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The writer was having a dry spell so took some time off to let his children play with his writer’s blocks.
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The writer was excited because she thought she had a novel idea with a dramatic twist.
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When the novelist retired, she built herself a loom so she could take up weaving yarns instead of stories.
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The poems most enigmatic are those with neither rhyme nor reason.
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Poetry is lyrical, and internally, its form stanza lone.
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Poetry is painting a landscape with words scene primarily by the heart.
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A love-struck poet constructs the internal meter precisely in order to meet her.
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Writers of puns are a community of people who put a word in for each other.
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There’s a word for those who love puns.
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A pun is a wordplay that opens on the Broadway of your imagination.
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If ignorance is bliss, why in hell did you tell me the problem?
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One of the principal teachings of Buddhism is simply, “No thyself...”

[image: ]

What if it isn’t “word of mouth?”
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A leap of faith isn’t exactly the same thing as jumping to conclusions. On the other hand, it’s not anything worth arguing over.
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What do you call someone’s bluff?
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What nickname would you have if your given name is “Nick”?
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One could revolutionize the world of books and reading by creating a page-turner.
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When you try to read between the lines, sometimes it turns out to be nothing.
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Q: What’s the best way for a cow to learn a language?

A: Through total im-moo-rsion.
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Q: What did the French cow’s boyfriend say to her?

A: Moo-la-la.
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Q: What does a Mexican cow say when she meets someone for the first time?

A: “Moo-cho gusto!”
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Q: What does a Mexican cow say when things are going well?

A: “Moo-y bueno.”
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Q: What does a Mexican cow say when it gets above 100 degrees?

A: “Moo-y caliente!”
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Mexican immigrants crossing our southern border do so to make it to the American “sí” side.
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When the rabbi concluded the service he said, “Shofar so good…”
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When the sign language interpreter broke her hand, she spoke with an accent.
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Sign language interpreters have to be careful not to make offhand comments that will come back to haunt them.

[image: ]

The sign language interpreter took exception to the deaf student’s left-handed compliment.
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The book publisher came out with a sign language dictionary in digital format.
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Sign language interpreters have to lean sideways to translate something in italics.
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The sign language interpreter carried on a warm conversation with a deaf client while wearing fur-lined gloves.
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Sign language is a handy communication medium, and has always had a digital component.
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The mime’s attorney said his client couldn’t testify because his hands were tied.
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The valedictorian at the Mime University graduation was so totally overwhelmed she was at a loss for words.
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When the introvert was selected as the valedictorian for the Mime University graduation, preparing her speech turned out to be a handful.
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Children competing in the Scripps National Spelling Bee train by standing for a spell.
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On the matter of teaching cursive writing to students, the local school board threw the teachers a curve in how to do it.
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The English teacher had a serious condition and following her surgery, came out of it with a semicolon.
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The grammarian’s condition after a lengthy illness worsened briefly, and she slipped into a comma for a short period before recovering.
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The cryptologist spent his whole professional career deciphering ancient texts but couldn’t make heads or tails of the handwriting on the wall.
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The India ink was convicted of being involved in terrible penmanship and is now in the pen finishing a long sentence.
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The pencil said to the fountain pen, “You’re writing too slowly! Get the lead out!”




Military
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The favorite candy of sailors is Lifesavers.

Drawing by Venice Takara Bailey

 

The army corporal was the Lone Ranger to survive boot camp.
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The corporal told the colonel he was a pilot in the US Army. “We don’t have pilots in the Army, son,” said the colonel. “All due respect, we do, Sir,” said the corporal. “My sergeant tells me to ‘pile it’ here, then tells me to ‘pile it’ over there!”
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In his war against weight gain the general decided he needed to put boots on the ground in early morning walks.
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The lieutenant colonel was concerned that the matter would become a major issue and, in general, cause havoc instead of remaining a private concern. He didn’t want things to become a sordid and rank affair.
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The army sergeant was busted down a rank as corporal punishment.
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Q: What’s it called when a military cow is stripped of a rank?

A: It’s called a de-moo-tion.
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The soldier refused to answer where he’d been because he felt it was a private matter.
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The howitzer squad trained hard to discharge their duties.
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Soldiers hate digging latrines because it’s a hole waste of time.
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Sailors hate KP duty because it’s just not a-peeling.
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KP is always the dreaded duty assignment in the army. It doesn’t take much to get steamed with all the menial tasks.
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Meals for the army out on the battlefield boil down to a simple mess.
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After extensive research into improved means for peeling potatoes, the army settled on the best potato peeler: it’s called a private.
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When the sergeant was caught stealing coffee from the mess hall, the base commander decided it was grounds for disciplinary action.
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The mess sergeant was a student of philosophy of sorts and daily posted “food for thought” for the enlisted personnel.
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Would it surprise you to learn that it takes two minutemen to cook an egg?
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The minuteman’s wife said it was time to go, but he said, “Just a second!”
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When the young ensign’s wife saw his ship leave on a 6-month tour, she waved goodbye to him from the pier.
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When the young army wife gave birth to a son on a flight from Eugene to Denver, her son joined the elite ranks of the army air-born.
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It used to be that when a soldier wanted to contact family, it required getting pen and paper, envelope, and stamp. Now it’s just a matter of “Home Tweet Home.”
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It used to be in order to send men off to war, they had to stand in a draft.
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When the retired war veteran decided to run for public office, his primary goal was to serve his country.
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Q: What was the cow engineer’s job at the Pentagon?

A: She designed high-tech Am-moo-nition.
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When the gunnery crew aboard the Destroyer was given coordinates for their target, it was their aim to fire quickly and accurately.
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When the mortar squad miscalculated distances and elevations and missed their target, they were mortarfied.
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When the drill instructor lost his voice he resorted to heavy-handed sign language.
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Drill sergeants mostly are mean and tough and have the reputation of being loud speakers.
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Army ordinance experts work with explosive elements all the time. Under the most tenuous of conditions, you won’t find one who’ll take a powder.
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The army sergeant was suspended from the bomb squad when he came to work totally bombed.
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The cease fire was broken when the rebel leader triggered an incident.
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The terrorist’s reign of horror met an abrupt end when he came to the end of his rope.
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A squad of soldiers got together once and formed a musical group, calling themselves “The Band of Brothers.”
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The tank crew was so anxious to go on weekend leave, they made tracks to get going.
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In terms of their training skills, tank drivers are on the right track.
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Army tank drivers are highly trained in tracking skills.
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The tank driver’s date felt he was being too armorous.
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The coast guard captain asked his wife why someone would call and ask, “Is the coast clear?”
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The coast guard admiral decided it was time to retire because he felt these last few years he’d just been coasting.
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The coast guard helicopter pilot had logged 1,700 hours of flight time but had an up-and-down history of accidents.
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The training of helicopter pilots seems to have its ups and downs.
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The trainers of helicopter pilots are like overprotective mothers: they tend to hover.
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Drone pilots fly by the seat of their pants. You have to monitor all of their work.
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Drone pilots tend to be introverts and have few friends because they’re so remote.
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Lucky for drone pilots, they don’t die when their computers crash.
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The CIA’s program of drones is considered a black op. It has no congressional oversight, and is pretty much a fly-by-night operation.
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Pilots who remotely operate aircraft are discouraged from disclosing what they do because once you get them started, they’ll drone on and on.
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Do pilots of drones graduate from the Air Force Academy with a degree in video games?
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The air force pilot was set to lecture a class at the Air Force Academy, but at the last minute, out of nervousness, bailed out on the assignment.
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The air force pilot was rejected by the astronaut corps because his superiors felt he was too spaced out.

[image: ]

Top Gun pilots are sometimes called “hot dogs” because they’ve mustard a lot of courage to get this far and relish pushing the limits.

[image: ]

A major part of the training of the Army Airborne School is to not jump to any hasty conclusions.
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Paratroopers train extensively before putting their training to the test, but when the time comes, they jump at the chance to step out of that aircraft.
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Paratroopers spend a lot of time in training under suspension.
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Paratroopers are an especially highly trained, but jumpy, group.
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The problem with stealth aircrafts is that you sometimes can’t find where you left them.
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Stealth uniforms didn’t go over well with military personnel who called them “the Emperor’s new clothes.”
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The various teams assisting in the launching and retrieval of aircraft on an aircraft carrier wear color-coded gear. As a fashion statement, they’re well-decked out.
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Sailors serving aboard aircraft carriers have to be top flight in their chosen areas of expertise.
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The navy carrier pilot was a hothead, and one time when his mouth got away from him, a fellow pilot decked him.
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The overweight navy admiral was the butt of jokes because those who served under him all said he was in “ship shape.”
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When the call went out during WWII for women to join the navy, there was a huge wave of response.
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In the navy, all recruits have to “shape up” and “ship out.”
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The boson’s mate swallowed his whistle, which was initially cause for concern, but everything came out all right in the end.
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The navy mechanic slipped on the icy deck and wrenched his shoulder. The surgeon used a socket wrench to ease the pain.
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Medics mainly do a patch-up job on the battlefield.
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When naval ships leave their anchorage they first have to put their anchors aweigh.
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Q: What’s it called when a cow sailor defies an admiral’s orders?

A: It’s called moo-tiny.
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On occasion, navy chow can be exceptional in a good way, but let’s not go overboard here.
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Sailors swab the decks of ships as a sort of mopping up action.
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The training of sailors is a highly complex process, but in the end, it’s all awash.
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The initial step in the fire suppression sequence aboard naval vessels is blanket coverage of all fires.
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The highest award for a fire suppression squad on naval ships is the “Extinguished Service Medal” for courage under fire.
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The motto for the fire suppression teams on all naval ships is “S’nuff for now.”
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When the navy recruit was interviewed for the submarine service, he got that sinking feeling he wasn’t going to get in.
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At the Naval Academy, those selecting the submarine service strive to rise to the top of their class.
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Our submariners are the hippest of our military service personnel because they get down with the navy.
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Sailors who volunteer for the submarine service tend to be introverts who choose it because it’s considered the “silent service.”
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Many in the submarine service are introverts who run silent, run deep.
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All submariners love the underwater service because the tradition, for them, runs deep.
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Sailors in the submarine service are always under pressure when they submerge, even for training missions.
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The men of the submarine planned a surprise party for their commander, but on learning of their plans, he torpedoed it all.
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A submarine commander has to maintain an even keel and keep his emotions submerged to command the respect of his crew.
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Q: In what branch of the military did the cow serve?

A: The US Moo-rine Corps.
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When the marine major was caught with illegal drugs, he was embarrassed to the corps.
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The marine colonel was grounded for getting high.
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The marine sergeant didn’t truck with being assigned to the motor pool.

[image: ]

The marine sergeant said being assigned to the motor pool was driving him crazy.
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The angry marine fighter pilot was grounded for flying off the handle.
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Marine pilots tend to push the limits, but draw the line on a “crash course” in flight training.
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The US Marines have a high standard for discipline because of their corps values.
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All-new marine recruits get their heads shaved. This begins the process of being shorn of all their hairitage so the corps can build them into marines.
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One female marine was sorely disappointed when she learned that her dress uniform wasn’t what she thought.
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During basic training, new marines receive instruction on how to properly dig a foxhole. For many, this is an empty experience.
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Navajo marines during WWII used their native language to confuse the enemy.
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Three marines got into a fight at the local bar in town and knew they were off base.
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When the hippie kid joined the marines, he thought getting his hair cut would be a complicated affair, but the barber handled it easily because he used a shortcut.

[image: ]

Q: What’s the first thing an anti-war cow does?

A: She joins the peace moo-vement.
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After the marines hit the beach and secure a beachhead, the Seabees come in and make inroads into the interior.
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The Seabees are excellent when it comes to working on infrastructure: many are Roads Scholars.
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When the Seabees face tough conditions after landing on the beach, their first move is to build confidence.
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The Seabees use bulldozers whenever they get into a close scrape.




Musicians & Music
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Would you call a house cat playing a guitar a strum-pet?

Drawing by Xander Kai Bailey

 

A loud musician will usually end up playing a brass instrument.

[image: ]

A musician’s career is usually very hard because they often don’t get paid to scale.
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Making up jokes about musicians can be risky business. Some of them take notes.
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Musicians do it in an upbeat tempo.
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Musicians do it again at the recapitulation.
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Musicians sometimes do it with a crescendo.
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Some musicians can do it pianissimo.
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Musicians often do it staccato.

[image: ]

Musicians love to do it as a trio.
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Musicians sometimes do it solo.
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Music isn’t a lucrative business for many musicians who all too often die baroque.
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The key to Beethoven’s success was his understanding that if it isn’t baroque, don’t fix it.
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Beethoven thought the violinist missed a note in the second movement, but she said, “Sorry, but you just didn’t hear it.”
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Chopin was a noted composer.
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Chopin’s success came early because he composed himself at a young age.
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Q: What’s the name of the cow’s favorite composer?

A: Wolfgang Amadeus Moo-zart.
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Mozart was not only a musical genius, he also dabbled in military matters. He perfected the use of the Canon.
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I believe Johann Strauss II was depressed when he composed “The Blue Danube,” but that’s all water under the bridge.
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Is every “Fifth Symphony” ever composed a tribute to distilled spirits?

[image: ]

The Minute Waltz walked into a bar and ordered a drink. The bartender said, “Sorry, we closed not 60 seconds ago.”
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A dirge walked into a bar and ordered a drink. The bartender said, “Sorry, I won’t serve you in your present condition.”
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A chord walked into a bar and ordered a drink. The bartender said, “We don’t serve minors.”
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A fermata walked into a bar and ordered a drink. The bartender said, “Hold it right there!”
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The whole note said to the quarter note, “You don’t know the half of it!”
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The whole note said to the eighth note, “You’re just like I was when I was your age.”
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The whole note said to the eighth note, “When you’ve been around longer you’ll understand.”
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The eighth note said to the whole note, “You have to be quicker on the uptake when you’re playing jazz.”
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Jazz musicians are almost always upbeat.
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Q: What do you call Detroit African-American cow music?

A: Moo-town.
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The pop singer decided her next album should be on a vinyl disc because she felt she was in a groove.
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An up-and-coming boy band calls themselves “The Rubber Band” because to say they play music is stretching it.
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When the representative from Delaware submitted a bill to change the national anthem, his colleagues in congress wouldn’t stand for it.
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The congressman put forth a bill to celebrate the violin as a national treasure, but he gave up because there were too many strings attached.
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A concert violinist is very serious—she doesn’t fiddle around.
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Was “The Fiddler on the Roof” able to reach the high notes?
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A Southern gentleman playing a violin does so with great bow-regard.
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A violin is an instrument that can be played by a bow or a girl.
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Violinists are the true exhibitionists: they love to fiddle with their G-strings.
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Pianists are truly the nervous ones: they are always keyed up.
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It is extremely hard to discuss anything with a pianist. Everything is black and white to them.
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Pianists believe the piano is key to an orchestra’s performance.

[image: ]

You could say a grand piano is a “mature” instrument even though it has so many minor keys.
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The pianist was arrested for inappropriately touching minor keys, but the case was dismissed for lack of a motif.
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In the courtroom the key witness fingered the guitarist. The jury convicted him and voted to string him up.
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Guitar players fret a lot.
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Not all bass players want to make it to third.
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Cello players are likely to take a bow at the end of a concert performance.
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Harpists are very high-strung.
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The angel wanted to learn the violin but his fellow angels kept harping on him about it.
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Harpists are pretty feisty; you could say they have pluck.
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Banjo players won’t play just any kind of music—they can be pretty picky.
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Civil Rights protesters occasionally brought a banjo to a demonstration, and when the timing was right, they’d pick-it.
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A banjo player likes to pick his own music.
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Accordion players have to squeeze their practice into very busy schedules.
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Affectionate accordion players make music with their main squeeze.
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In certain circles, a bagpipe player could get kilt.
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You would have thought the bagpipe originated in Wales.
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The clarinetist had to take a break because he was winded.
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If a clarinetist messes up, they reed him the riot act.
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The conductor disciplined two clarinetists for passing notes during a concert.
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The oboe player as a person is a slimy snake because he is a real charmer.
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Trumpet players are full of brass and love to toot their own horn.
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Trumpeters who sound a sour note make a blaring mistake.
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The trumpeter quit the symphony orchestra and joined the coast guard because someone told him it was another way to hit the high Cs.
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The young trumpeter practiced puckering long and hard, but he blew it on his first date.
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French horn players often wax on into the oui hours of the morning.
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The French horn player was tired so gave only lip service in playing the long piece.
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French horn players love patriotic music that celebrates “Oui the People.”
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It’s a little-known fact that French horn players were instrumental in the Civil Rights movement—how else “Oui Shall Overcome”?
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The town’s cobbler joined the local orchestra so he could play in the shoe horn section.
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The saxophone player told her he practiced safe sax but she didn’t believe him.
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A conductor once told me that “euphonium” is Latin for “You’re a fraud…”
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Tuba players put a lot of oomph into their playing.
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Once you squeeze music out of a tuba, you can’t get it back in.
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For trombone players, playing some music is the long and short of it.
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Trombone players tend to let things slide.
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“76 Trombones” is a musical piece where the brass horns in on the main theme.
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Pound for pound timpanists carry their own weight in an orchestra.
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Timpanists believe you can’t beat their part in an orchestra.
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The gong player made several mistakes during the concert because he was hammered.
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Leonardo da Vinci’s design of the musical gong was a stroke of genius.
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The cymbal player keeps the symphony from being a crashing bore.
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If you plan on crashing a party, be sure to take a cymbal player with you.
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A tambourine player gets a bang out of most any kind of music.
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If a triangle player isn’t up to snuff, they get dinged for their poor performance.
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Some of the other percussionists think the chimes player is a ding-a-ling.

[image: ]

A percussionist will chime in with the right note at the right time.
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The percussionist got a concussion when he tried to play by ear.
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The percussionist had to leave practice early—he had a pounding headache.
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Upset a percussionist and he just might take his drum and beat it.
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A serious drummer will stick to his instrument.
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A jazz drummer will easily snare you with his rhythm, beat, and style.
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Q: What did the cow accomplish when she won on American Idol?

A: It was her moo-sical debut.
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The newspaper columnist gave up on his article about the a capella choir because there just wasn’t enough background material.
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Sopranos have to pipe up to make it anywhere in opera.




Occupations
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Q: Why did the cow want to become an astronaut?

A: She had an aunt who once jumped over the moo-n.

Drawing by Gordon Hideaki Nagai

 

The senior baker finally decided to retire because he didn’t knead the dough.
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The princess’ start-up bakery did extremely well because she was well-bread.
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The donut baker thought he had a creative new design for the classic donut, but his idea had a hole in it.

[image: ]

The baker was asked to bring dessert to the potluck, and he said it was a piece of cake.
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The young entrepreneur went into the coffee business, but the business failed because he didn’t know beans about the product.
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A new coffee business has to get through the daily grind of a start-up before it can count on succeeding.
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The successful businessman took over a struggling coffee shop and turned the business around by perking things up.
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Working at a Starbucks has to be a grind, but you don’t want to stir things up.
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A thief stole a truckload of coffee beans and was caught by federal agents after crossing state lines. His attorney is seeking grounds for acquittal.
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The elder criminal had some advice for the young law breaker: “After your trial period try going straight.”
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When the gangster hired a hit man with poor eyesight, he found it was a big miss-take.
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Drug dealers are just dispensing medications under the counter.
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A master forger of Renaissance paintings is risking a brush with the law.
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Most cases heard before judges involve simple issues of laws-and-effect.
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Successful stand-up comedians have usually mastered the principles of applause-and-effect.
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A good lawyer’s business is tied up in the issues of clause-and-effect.
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The prominent Native American attorney was tapped to join the White House staff as a consultant on Indian Affairs, but she declined because of her reservations.
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When a circus clown becomes a judge, is he justly addressed as the Honorable Court Jester?
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The construction site owner was accused of using substandard materials and arrested for fraud. His attorney claimed his client was framed and the allegations against him were without foundation.
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Q: Why did the cow immigration attorney decide to run for congress?

A: She believes there is a need for im-moo-gration reform.
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It used to be common for politicians to get run out of town on a rail. Now people just use a poll.
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Briefs are the long and short of a lawyer’s court case.
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The attorney for the underwear manufacturer won his case in court because of all the briefs he filed.

[image: ]

The CEO of an underwear company communicated with his employees through brief notes.
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The homicide detective was investigating a Victoria’s Secret suspect but had to dismiss her as there was scant evidence in the case against her.
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Q: Why does the cow love detective stories?

A: She likes to solve moo-rder mysteries.
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A sign on the wall of the engineering and design department at Victoria’s Secret reads: “My cup runneth over.”
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Design engineers love working at Victoria’s Secret because the work is always uplifting.
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Design engineers at Victoria’s Secret think of themselves as the support team.
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Reporters attending the Victoria’s Secret fall lingerie show were surprised at how little coverage there was.
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When the ice cream company came out with a spectacular new flavor, a young reporter got the scoop.
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What if Ben & Jerry’s established a “Ben & Jerry’s Award for Excellence in Journalism” given annually for journalism’s best scoop?
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The dairy farmer was a brilliant businessman and his dairy was an udder success.
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To do well in the dairy business, you have to have the right pull.
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The dairy was very small but was a tremendous success because the farmer milked it for all it was worth.
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The village cheese maker had problems with falling production numbers because someone had gotten his goat.
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The novice rancher thought he’d try his hand at raising wild horses.
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The horse whisperer had to take a break from his work when he developed a cold and became a little hoarse.
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The unorthodox saddle maker got a wild idea and thought he’d stirrup some interest in the Old West.

[image: ]

Cattle ranchers are always looking for ways to beef up their business.
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Peach farming is a tough business because at its center, it’s the pits.
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Citrus farmers have a difficult business. They’re always harvesting lemons.
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Strawberry farmers constantly have to watch the weather to avoid getting into a jam.
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Tomato farmers work such long hours they often need to ketchup on their sleep.
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Shitake farmers worked hard initially and eventually saw their market mushroom over time.
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Lettuce farmers reminisce about the salad days of their youth when they went without dressing.
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The wheat farmer’s son disappointed his father when he announced that instead of wheat, he wanted to sew some wild oats.
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When wheat prices plummet, farmers seriously have to consider going against the grain to survive.
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The enterprising farmer thought he could profit well from black market wheat, but his venture failed miserably because it was from the start a seedy proposition.
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If it works out right, working on a farm could be a plum job.
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The sugar plantation was noted for wild parties because the workers like to raise a little cane now and then.
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Almond growers have to be a little nuts to take up farming.
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The first order of business in the morning at the walnut processing plant is to get cracking.
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In this economy, having a job, even if it’s working in a pepper processing plant, is nothing to sneeze at.
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Workers at the clock factory aren’t sure they like the fact that they’re always on the clock.
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The master clock maker took his time repairing the antique clock because he had time on his hands.
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The elder clockmaker was so knowledgeable about antique timepieces he was considered clockwise.
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As the elder clockmaker aged he developed Alzheimer’s and lost all memory of his esteemed trade. Sadly he became counterclockwise.
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The sad thing for the fire chief was that he ruined his reputation when he made an ash of himself.
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The recruit failed the entrance requirements for the firefighting academy because he was just a little squirt.
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The young and naive entrepreneur went bust trying to make slippers out of banana peels. It was a fruitless endeavor.
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The young salesman for a sports shoe company was trying to get a foothold in the lucrative market.
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The entrepreneur was struggling with his new business because all too often, he was just out to lunch.

[image: ]

The CEO of the rope manufacturing company was hard to contact because he was always tied up in meetings.
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The chief financial officer recommended the company diversify so the head of the business wouldn’t become the chairman of the bored.
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Q: What does a cow with an MBA do on Wall Street?

A: She manages moo-rgers and acquisitions.
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Accountants working for the IRS have to be highly skilled because the work is pretty taxing.
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Accountants at the IRS have your number.
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Agents at the IRS want to hold you to account.
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The accountant’s business was beginning to add up, except for the period leading up to April 15, which was very taxing.
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The obnoxious millionaire’s private jet was grounded for repairs and he was forced to fly commercial. Giving airline personnel a lot of attitude, he was assigned a seat in first crass.
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The snake oil salesman did well selling a miracle emulsion made up of gum tree extract, but when he swung back for a return visit, the people yelled in protest, “You clipped us…!”
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I wonder, do Eskimo salesmen use their cell phones to make cold calls?
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Collection agencies have banks of callers who do nothing but make collect calls.
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The telephone operator was hesitant when a colleague asked her out on a date because she thought what he said was just a line.
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When the telephone company executive became engaged to the young operator, he gave her a ring.
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The telephone operator performing in her first play with the local community theater agreed to accept curtain calls.
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The magician pulled off the greatest disappearing act when he turned into an alley.
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After a show, circus performers are exhausted because their performances are always in tents.
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The trapeze artist struggled to master routines with her partner, but she eventually grasped it.
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Clowns are often introverts who go to great lengths to paint themselves up to face the world.
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The circus clown was thumbing a ride when a VW Bug stopped for him. He declined and said he’d take the next one because there was standing room only in it.
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If a clown gets a cold, is the condition called conjestion?
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Juggling as a profession is fraught with uncertainty because things are always up in the air.
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You have to have balls to even try to make it as a juggler.
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A rodeo clown’s job isn’t always a barrel of laughs.
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A rodeo cowboy hopes for an expensive ride of at least ten bucks or more.
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The expert knitting instructor had a short-lived career as a standup comic, when she had everyone in stitches telling tall colorful yarns.
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The standup comic thought she missed an opportunity to draw Sunday comics where she could strip tease.
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Strip tease artists are misunderstood a lot. They don’t disrobe so much as they choose to wear their birthday suits.
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The young and budding singer appreciated the help she got from the audio engineer because she felt it was sound advice.

[image: ]

Sound engineers aren’t always trustworthy because they could turn the tables on you at any time.
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The independent filmmaker presented a silent film project to a major film studio for their consideration, but they wouldn’t hear of it.
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The traditionalist photographer finally made the shift from film to digital because he was curious to see how things developed.
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Artists who work in pastels chalk it up to their love of soft colors.
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A local group of artists holds their monthly meetings on a drawbridge. They pencil it in their calendars to remind themselves.
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The cowboy turned artist learned rapidly and mastered the many techniques of the quick-draw.
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The artist dug deep into her creative well to come up with a new way to draw a bath.
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Artists usually aren’t licensed or trained to draw blood.

[image: ]

It takes time for an artist to achieve success and draw a salary.
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Supermodels are often overly concerned with their face value and the body of their work.
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The sculptor submitted a design for a huge statue, but due to costs, it was downscaled and, to him, it ended up a relief.
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When the master stonemason lost his job because of the economy, he became depressed and eventually hit rock bottom.
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The carpenter undertook a major construction project that stretched him to the limit, but he nailed it handily.
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Carpenters are an anxious lot. They’re continually biting their nails.
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A carpenter’s job building a house is varied enough that he never becomes board.
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The interior decorator couldn’t come up with a proper treatment for the windows, and it spelled curtains for his business.
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The retired CIA operative turned designer for a kitchen remodeling company was known for his counter-intelligence.
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The landscape architect designing a mansion installed a gravel driveway a stone’s throw from the street.
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The landscape gardener’s work became very personal when he planted his foot to steady himself.
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The landscape gardener specialized in trees with widespread and overarching branches because he wanted to capture a shady part of the market.
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The arborist was concerned that the trees in his backyard were diseased, but after examining them, got to the root of it.
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Q: What’s a cow gardener’s most important piece of equipment?

A: Her lawn moo-wer.
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When the arborist broke his leg, he had to take a leaf of absence from work.
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The tree surgeon went out on a limb when he started his business, and when it succeeded he branched out. His family rooted for him because they could cedar trees for the forest.
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The lawn care specialist considered retiring, but decided instead to cut back on his workload.
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The florist was a blooming idiot when it came to business finances, but his wife blossomed, took over, and saved the business.
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The electrician did well in the business because he had a light touch. His employer was delighted with his work.
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The electrician loved his work because it energized him, but he was shocked with the current state of the profession.
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Members of the metal worker’s union have to steel themselves when the economy takes a turn for the worse.
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The welder held a torch for the young woman and wanted to be joined with her in welded bliss.
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The blacksmith excelled in his work because he was always stoked.
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The crotchety auto mechanic could get any stalled car to start because he was a crank.
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The crotchety tugboat captain had the reputation of being mean-spirited because he was always pushing people around the harbor.
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All sailors go on shore leave to sea the sights.
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The lookout on the pirate ship worked up in the crow’s nest where he had a bird’s-eye view of the surrounding seas.

[image: ]

The crotchety hydrologist was getting so old he just didn’t give a dam.
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The hydrologist’s solution for the problem of flooding rivers is, “Damn it!”
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Environmentalists fought hard against the hydroelectric engineers because they just didn’t want the dam project.
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Highway design engineers are regularly graded on how well their highway designs work. They’re usually graded on a curve.
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Q: What’s a highway patrol cow’s most common task?

A: Giving out tickets for moo-ving violations.
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A couple of men on the highway maintenance crew were fired for taking a nap on the roadbed.
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A mattress tester lost his job for laying down on the job. He’s back on the job now.
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If you think your dentist is pulling a fast one, don’t bite.
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Dentistry is a profession that you can sink your teeth into.
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When a dentist realizes he’s picked up some bad habits, he returns to drilling the basics.
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Crews on major oil rigs quickly lose focus in their work because the drilling is so boring.

[image: ]

The forklift operator was bored and frustrated waiting for work to pick up.
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Bulldozer operators earn just enough to scrape by.

[image: ]

When a backhoe operator gets irritated, he’ll take a dig at you.
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Steam shovel operators love their work because it’s something they dig.
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Ditch diggers often don’t have a long lunch break so end up shoveling down their sandwiches.
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Take my word for it, don’t ask your undertaker friend to dig up a date for you.
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Q: What do you call a cow that prepares the dead for burial?

A: A moo-rtician.
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Undertakers meet people’s families when they have a terrible hole in their lives.
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The geology profession is well grounded. You can say it’s rock solid.
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The meteorologist had prepared a presentation on climate change at the university but had to cancel because he was under the weather.
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Working from cold leads, the meteorologist reported hot breaking news that hell had frozen over.

[image: ]

Colleagues asked the meteorologist what the weather was going to be like for the station’s picnic, but he hadn’t the foggiest idea.

[image: ]

The meteorologist rushed in late to the studio and couldn’t give the weather report because he was winded.
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The meteorologist didn’t have much of a social life because his colleagues thought he was a fair-weather friend.
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Sometimes meteorologists’ predictions are all wet.
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Astronomers always set their sights high.
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Astronomers are hopeless romantics because they always have stars in their eyes.
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Astronomy is a profession anyone can look up to.
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For job opportunities for highly trained astronomers, the sky’s the limit.
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Everyone liked the astronaut because he was so down to earth.

[image: ]

It doesn’t take much for any astronomer to have a star-studded career.
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The radio astronomer loved listening to the “golden oldies.”
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The bookbinder preferred to work by himself and had a sign on his door saying, “Please Leaf Me Alone.”
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Translators for the deaf do such an exceptional job you have to hand it to them.
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The pet groomer’s business started out great, but with a downturn in the economy, it eventually went to the dogs.
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Fishermen work hard and look to the oceans for their net profits.
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Deep-sea fishermen advance their business interests by always bringing up fish in the conversation.
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The teenager wasn’t hired as a lifeguard because the committee thought he was still wet behind the ears.
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Q: What’s it called when a cow takes on a second job at night?

A: Moo-nlighting.
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For a witch in Old Salem, there was a lot at stake.
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Old Salem was a tough gig for a witch. Coming out was not a burning ambition.
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The young woman was captivated by the witch’s aura but her husband felt she was spellbound.
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One thing witches don’t do when celebrating is toast each other.
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Witch conventions usually have a workshop where you can sit for a spell.
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Fortune-tellers have no trouble buying clothes in the right sizes because they’re all mediums.

[image: ]

When the fortune-teller gets a little tipsy, she needs to concentrate, so don’t ever strike a happy medium.

[image: ]

In the South you can go to a fortune-teller and sit for a spell.

[image: ]

The clothing designer created a special line of clothing specifically for fortune-tellers who were mediums.

[image: ]

The experienced seamstress is in high demand because she is sew good.

[image: ]

A woman entering a nunnery or cloister has to give up bad habits for good.

[image: ]

The priest disagreed with the cardinal but kept his silence because he didn’t want to cross his superiors.

[image: ]

When a priest leaves the priesthood, he has a long list of things to cross off.

[image: ]

The cartographer was having a midlife crisis because he didn’t know where he was in his life.

[image: ]

If you survey cartographers, you have to give them a little latitude in their responses.

[image: ]

If you survey a group of cartographers, your results will be all over the map.

[image: ]

The Prince took up the study of mapmaking because he wanted to survey his future kingdom.

[image: ]

Cartographers, at some point in their education, have to take a survey course.

[image: ]

In order to assess the retention levels of a cartographer’s basic knowledge, you have to conduct a longitudinal study.

[image: ]

When the Department of the Interior wanted survey maps of a national park, a small cartography company landed the job.

[image: ]

For a surveyor to work well with a team member, he has to level with him.

[image: ]

The itinerant surveyor takes all his measurements in transit.

[image: ]

Surveyors always have to keep a level head.

[image: ]

The loggers were hurting under the new regulations and pined for the good old days.

[image: ]

A garbage collector’s day is usually filled with trash talk.

[image: ]

The garbage collector was convinced by the stock market salesman to invest in some risky junk bonds.

[image: ]

The janitor working at the New York Stock Exchange boasted to his friends that he was cleaning up in the stock market.




Science, Math, & Technology
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The abacus is a simple yet elegant calculating machine. There is something about it that is ingenious, but I can’t quite put my finger on it.

Drawing by Casey Benjamin Nagai

 

To find corroborating evidence for evolution, you just have to dig around a little bit.

[image: ]

The Neanderthal’s source of fire wasn’t a match for later developments.

[image: ]

Searching for dinosaur fossils can be very lucrative, make no bones about it.

[image: ]

The prominent archaeologist declined an invitation to lecture on a recent dinosaur discovery because he said he didn’t dig it.

[image: ]

Once all the various parts of a dinosaur skeleton have been properly cleaned, cataloged, and thoroughly studied, archaeologists have to bone up on how to assemble them for display.

[image: ]

The renowned geologist declined the chairmanship of a very prestigious research committee because he felt he already had too much on his plate.

[image: ]

Hydrologists seeking sources of water have to do a hole lot of digging.

[image: ]

Hydrology experts try to avoid consulting on certain hydroelectric projects because they’re dammed if they do and dammed if they don’t.

[image: ]

A hydrologist’s mindset when drilling for water: “Well, well, well…”

[image: ]

The robot needed to have the mechanism holding his arm in place looked at because he had wrenched his shoulder.

[image: ]

Q: What’s it called when a cow invents a machine that uses no energy?

A: It’s called a perpetual moo-tion machine.

[image: ]

The development of the telegraph was key in the history of long-distance communications.

[image: ]

Ever wonder why you can’t buy a computer at a hardware store?

[image: ]

Q: What’s the hardware inside a cow’s computer called?

A: The moo-ther board.
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An hourglass has no mechanical or moving parts but does get sand in the works.

[image: ]

The ancient sundial tells time without any shadow of a doubt, except on overcast days.

[image: ]

The abacus is a handy accounting tool: it’s always at your fingertips.

[image: ]

Early calculators were generally reliable, and you could usually count on them.

[image: ]

A protractor is always trying to figure out the angles to get ahead.

[image: ]

As for which instrument—the protractor or the compass—is more useful in engineering drawing, it’s a matter of degrees.
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You have to admit the compass can draw circles around all other instruments.
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Solving a geometry problem is often a matter of degrees.

[image: ]

In geometry one simple problem is to locate a position in space, but what’s the point?
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It can help to solve a geometry problem if you approach it from the right angle.

[image: ]

A right angle isn’t always the right answer.

[image: ]

In order to stay ahead of all the brighter students, geometry teachers have to know all the angles.

[image: ]

Geometry teachers have to remain acute in their instruction and can’t afford to be obtuse.
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In order to not lose their students, geometry teachers can’t go off on tangents.

[image: ]

The geometry teacher rewarded her students with an end-of-year party where she served apple pi a la mode.

[image: ]

Teaching geometry isn’t a simple matter. You do have to earn certain degrees and playing the angles generally doesn’t work.

[image: ]

Math teachers are highly organized and teach their courses by the numbers.

[image: ]

When considering a career as a math teacher, one has to think of the pluses and minuses to know if it will add up in the long run.
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When math teachers have children, do they raise them on formulas?
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When math teachers have children, do they chuckle at the fact that they’re multiplying?
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When math teachers date other math teachers, the first thing they do is exchange numbers.

[image: ]

The math teacher was upset because his date accused him of being calculating.

[image: ]

Math teachers do it by the numbers.

[image: ]

Doing well on a math final is always a calculated risk.

[image: ]

Doing calculations during a math final can be difficult, but your fingers are something you can count on.
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When I took calculus in school, I found it to be pretty formulaic.

[image: ]

The math student did well on the final exam because he said it was easy as pi.

[image: ]

In order to get an apartment, math students need a cosiner.

[image: ]

Successful math departments make use of the latest curriculum materials and encourage creative ideas. That about sums it up.
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The baker near the university was asked to bake several pi charts for a mathematics conference. These went over well in mathematical circles.
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In theory, all scientific inquiry became simpler when mathematicians and scientists switched from Arabic numerals to binary zeroes and ones. To me, it just doesn’t add up.
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The mathematical placeholder “zero” has its origins in ancient Babylonia and India. Initially it was thought to be extremely important, but it turned out to be nothing.
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Euclid’s cataloging of axioms and theorems into a coherent and elegant deductive system was simply plane genius.

[image: ]

What’s amazing about Euclid’s development of the system we know as geometry is that he wasn’t a plane fellow.
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Galileo made significant and major contributions to the science of pendulums by getting into the swing of things.
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Albert Einstein was a genius, relatively speaking.
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Do you ever wonder what kind of formula Einstein was raised on as an infant?
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When Einstein first studied light, the particle portion was straightforward, but the other part he couldn’t wave off.

[image: ]

Physicists once thought space was largely empty, but then they learned it didn’t really matter.
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When the doctoral student in physics couldn’t decide on a specialty area for her dissertation, her faculty advisor said, “It doesn’t matter.”
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If you think gravity is a joke, don’t fall for it.

[image: ]

Sir Isaac Newton first became interested in gravity when something about it struck him.
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If it is a sound barrier, what causes it to break?

[image: ]

The quantum physicist took up the guitar because he was studying string theory.

[image: ]

Initial results in the search for the Higgs boson were wrong, but that didn’t make a particle of difference.
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Physicists at the Large Hadron Collider go ‘round and ‘round with one test after another.
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Physicists working at the Large Hadron Collider travel in very fast circles.
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Physicists at the Large Hadron Collider test their theories again and again because one good turn deserves another.
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Insurance companies are trying to sell collision coverage policies to the operators of the Large Hadron Collider. So far they haven’t had a particle of success.

[image: ]

The Large Hadron Collider can run circles around any other facility.
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Astrophysicists studying the origins of the universe get a bang out of their research.

[image: ]

The astrophysicist’s graduate dissertation was on the light and background radiation of the early universe, but he had to alter his thesis when he realized it was a darker matter than he’d thought.
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After the well-known astronomer won the Nobel Prize for Science, his budding young assistant received the constellation prize for her stellar work in the field.
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The astronomer broke off her engagement because she said she needed her space.
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The peeping Tom told the judge that he was just an astronomer looking for heavenly bodies.
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Heavenly bodies are attracted to each other because of the gravity of the situation.
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Q: What planet in our solar system is named in honor of a cow?

A: Moo-rcury.
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Going to the moon the first time was technically difficult because it really was rocket science.
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As old as the moon is, it’s still going through phases.
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Q: What’s it called when Merlin Cow changes lead into gold?

A: Trans-moo-tation.
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The chemistry teacher became discouraged because he wasn’t getting the reactions he wanted from his students.
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The chair of the chemistry department gives occasional dinners for chemistry students, served on his periodic table.
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The chemistry professor always gives elementary quizzes to test his students’ knowledge.

[image: ]

High school chemistry teachers love to give periodic pop quizzes.
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Q: What’s the scientific term that describes an albino cow?

A: It’s a genetic condition resulting from a moo-tation.
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Getting pregnant isn’t always fun, but for some it’s a lot of laughs because it starts with a test tickle.
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I don’t know why but there’s something that bugs me about the field of entomology.
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Not all entomologists are creepy; some can really be very nice.
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The shortstop for the SF Giants worked in the off-season as an entomologist catching flies.
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The ornithologist gathered his students in the field blind for a bird’s-eye view.
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There’s something fishy about someone who studies to become an ichthyologist.

[image: ]

It’s understandable that when a renowned ichthyologist publishes a book, he’s going to fish for compliments.

[image: ]

The director of the oceanography vessel was studying the habits of dolphins, but his crew wanted to know what was the porpoise?




Sports, Hobbies, & Games
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Once you start the Japanese strategy game of “Go,” it’s hard to stop.

Drawing by Venice Takara Bailey.

 

Weight lifters are always weighing their options.

[image: ]

Weight lifters regularly get dates with tried-and-true pickup lines.

[image: ]

Q: Who was the cow’s all-time favorite St. Louis Cardinal player?

A: Stan Moo-sial.

[image: ]

The young pitcher was a phenomenon on the mound and had more than opposing batters could shake a stick at.

[image: ]

The aspiring quarterback tried out for an NFL team, but he didn’t pass the test.
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All winning quarterbacks in the NFL keep notes on their passing game in a spiral notebook.

[image: ]

Several National Football League players apparently think of marriage as a game of sock-her.

[image: ]

The high school star quarterback passed for 575 yards in a losing effort and upset parents accused him of throwing the game.

[image: ]

The game of tennis was changed dramatically in California when the tennis association learned it was a “no fault” state.

[image: ]

The game of doubles in tennis is especially rewarding because it’s a two-for-won sport.

[image: ]

The tennis player turned pro for the net profits.

[image: ]

The retired tennis pro applied to the police academy because he wanted to continue to serve.

[image: ]

The tennis pro walked into a bar and the bartender said, “We don’t serve your kind.”

[image: ]

The Olympic marksman was himself a target because of his outspoken beliefs.

[image: ]

The Olympic marksman often got into hot water because he would shoot off his mouth without thinking.

[image: ]


The Olympic marksman, outside the sport, was a big shot in local politics.

[image: ]

The Olympic marksman, though a small man, was of high caliber.
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The Olympic marksman’s philosophy was regardless of the target, he’d always give it a shot.
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The Olympic marksman lost everything when burglars rifled his apartment.
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The Olympic skeet shooter did well in tournaments because he was actually scattered in his approach.
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Olympic snowboarders are a casual lot. They prefer just to let things slide.
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Skiers always start at the top, and from there, it’s all down hill.
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The objective for Olympic curlers is to make a clean sweep in the event.
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The Olympic shot-putter had a bad reputation because he was always throwing his weight around.
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I wonder if all Olympic divers are introverts. None of them want to make a splash.
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The swim instructor was hospitalized following a bad stroke.
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The Olympic sprinter was banned from competition for a year because he was found to have a spring in his step.
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The Olympic pole-vaulter refused to take drugs, choosing instead to get high through her performance.
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The Olympic gold medalist in the high jump trained 10 hours a day because she wanted to get a jump on her competition.
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Running a marathon takes a considerable amount of training, and something to jog your memory to remind you why you decided to do it in the first place.
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Athletes approaching the end of a marathon often look over their shoulders to avoid that run-down feeling.
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The science of exercise hiking took a big stride forward with the major development of the sports pedometer that allows hikers to keep step with the progress of their exercising.
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The novice golfer took lessons and practiced hard, but kept having a rough time of the game.

[image: ]

Golf legend Arnold Palmer was teed-off he didn’t get an earlier tee time.
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Are all golfers handicapped?

[image: ]

When the relative novice won a prestigious golf tournament, he began to enjoy a slice of life heretofore unknown to him, and then he was hooked.
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Do golfers with handicaps fall under coverage of the Americans with Disabilities Act?
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When it comes down to the merits of fishing as a sport, it’s a matter of debait.
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Fishing is a sport people can get hooked on.
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When the senator retired, he decided he’d take up fishing so his wife gave him a reel present.
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When the NSA executive retired, he chose to get an unlisted number.
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When you retire you find the need to take cat naps throughout the day, but being retired, it’s purr-fect.
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When the marionette retired, he spent his days just hanging around.
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The life of a marionette can be quite complex because of all the strings attached.
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All puppets who have made it have done so because they’ve had a helping hand.

[image: ]

Puppets are just mouthpieces for their owners.
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When the ventriloquist lost his voice, his dummy became a silent partner.
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The ventriloquist’s act failed from the start because his partner kept dummying up.
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For their stage business the ventriloquist’s partner was named CEO of a dummy corporation.
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The ventriloquist’s dummy was taking on a character of his own and the ventriloquist was finding him to be a handful.
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The ventriloquist’s Las Vegas show had to be canceled because he threw his voice out.
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When the ventriloquist’s dummy was sold to another ventriloquist, he felt like a hand-me-down.

[image: ]

The ventriloquist’s dummy came from a very distinguished family tree.
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The most irritating quality of ventriloquists is how they’re always putting words in someone else’s mouth.
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You’d have to be a dummy to want to work with a ventriloquist.
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The circus clown took up yoga but to say he did well would be stretching it.
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The quadruple-amputee had goals for himself and began training as a virtual juggler. You have to hand it to him for trying.
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You can ride a unicycle for long stretches of time because you never get two tired.
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The Indy racecar driver was arrested for being addicted to speed.
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You can catch the next yacht race if you get wind of it.
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The politician was ruled ineligible to compete as a pilot in the hot air balloon race because he would have an unfair advantage.
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When the owner of the sky diving business retired, they gave him a silk parachute.
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I’m not sure I’d trust any sky diving instructor because they’re so jumpy.
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When sky diving instructors argue, it’s all anyone can do to keep them from chuting each other.

[image: ]

The two skydiving instructors were in love and falling for each other.
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After the fatal accident, the sky diving company suspended business.
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Rock climbers practice and keep at it until they get the hang of it.
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Q: Why did the cow want to learn karate?

A: She was a Moo-tant Ninja Cow.

[image: ]

When the marine colonel retired, he decided to return to his oil painting hobby and had to brush up on his skills.
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The young artist couldn’t decide between pastels or pencils for an art project and considered it a draw.
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As an artist, what medium would you use and how would you draw a breath?
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For that matter, how would you draw a conclusion?

[image: ]

What colors would you use to draw a bead?
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Would you use invisible ink if you wanted to draw a blank?
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It would be a creative challenge to try to draw down.
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Should you attempt to draw comparisons with charcoal or pastels?
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Wouldn’t it be counter to self-interest for an artist to draw fire?
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Would it be better to draw inferences in color or black and white?
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It could be very comforting as an artist to draw nigh with a friend.
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For an artist, would it be easier to draw water?
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The young artist was just beginning, but her techniques and skill levels were considered top-drawer.
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The novice potter had an inflated sense of himself as a big wheel in the pottery studio.
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The novice potter destroyed part of the inventory when he misunderstood his supervisor’s directions to begin with throwing some pots.
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Photography is a visual medium. The equipment lens itself to the photographer’s vision.
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The photographer thought he’d try to photograph an illusion but finally gave up because there wasn’t any substance to it.
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The introvert loves dancing in the ballet company performances because her body and feet do all the talking.
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A ballet prima donna’s position is never guaranteed. She has to toe the mark continually.
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In order to make it to the top of their profession, ballerinas have to stay on their toes.
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Ballerinas train extensively in order to position themselves to succeed.
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The competition for the lead role in the ballet, Swan Lake, was intense and had dancers going toe to toe.
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When the ballet dancer successfully completed a choreographed dance move, the master teacher said quietly, “I toed you it was simple.”
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The director was such a miserable grouch, all the ballerinas had to tiptoe around him.
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The male dancer asked the ballerina if he could give her a lift to the theater.
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Young ballerinas in their costumes are just tutu cute.
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Kids playing soccer just for the fun of the game get a kick out of it. They end up having a ball.
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The young girl went to the playground to see if she could pick up a game of jacks.

[image: ]

Q: What’s the name of the game where you have a bunch of cows and a circle with one fewer chairs?

A: Moo-sical chairs.
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When I was in elementary school, playing marbles was allowed as long as it wasn’t “for keeps.” The principal didn’t want anyone to lose their marbles.
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The person who invented the game of Chinese checkers went stark raving mad when he lost all his marbles.
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The game of checkers requires an aggressive approach in order to get the jump on your opponent.
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Q: What did the cow say to her chess opponent?

A: “Your moo-ve.”
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Would it surprise you that a dentist’s favorite card game is bridge?
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The professional bowler was quite successful because he avoided all those back alleys.
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The seemingly bumbling pool player miraculously morphed into a pool shark right on cue.
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The veteran pool player avoided falling prey to the pool shark by taking his cue from other victims.
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After a really late night out with the boys, the billiard player was behind the eight ball when he got home.
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Addiction to gambling is treacherous because you can always bet on the outcome.
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Betting on horses is so bad you’d be better off gamboling in the park.
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Betting on horses is a good indication you’re on the wrong track.
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The jockey was the only one who believed the two-year-old was a champion. All others were just neigh-sayers.
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It’s hard to know when to make your move when you’re playing a waiting game.

[image: ]

It’s hard to count on roller coasters for any fun because of their up-and-down history.
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