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The German march to the Marne, 15 August-5 September 1914
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15 August: the Germans invade Belgium on a narrow front.

20-25 August: the battle of the Ardennes. Colliding with the enemy, the French 3e and 4e Armées are heavily
defeated, suffering heavy osses.

22—23 August the battle of the Sambre. The French Se Armee tries to hold the line of the river, but is forced out of all
its positions.

23 August: the battle of Mons. The German 1. Armee unexpectedly encounters the BEF and forces them out

of their positions after a hard day's fighting.

25 August: Joffre begins to transfer men from east to west to form 6. Armee, on the German flank.

26 August: the battle of Le Cateau. The BEF turns and fights before slipping away southwards again. The Germans
believe their opponent has been knocked out of the campaign.

28 August: transferring more men from the east, Joffre creates 9e Armée to cover the gap in the centre of his lines.
0 95 miles 29 August: the battle of Guise. Bilow halts his advance fo let his men recover.

; [ . 31 August: Kluek turns south-eastwards to narrow the gap between 1. and 2. Armeen.
[
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! 10. 2 September: Kluck ignores Moltke’s orders {o face westwards and continues advancing towards the Mare.
25km 11. 5 September: the battle of the Marne begins.




OPENING MOVES

French troops on the march. In
the weeks preceding the battle,
a daily march of more than
20km (12 miles) was not
unusual, particularly for
formations on the outside

of the wheeling German

line of march.

On the opening of hostilities in August 1914 both sides were counting on a
short war. For Alfred Graf von Schlietfen, writing some years earlier as Chiet
of the GrofSer Generalstab (German General Staff), the initial battles were
likely to be crucial. They would decide any future conflict because of the
‘pacifist tendencies of the majority of the European people’. French field
service regulations embodied similar ideas: “The nature of the war, the size of
the forces involved, the difficulties of resupplying them, the interruption of
the social and economic life of the nation, all encourage the search for a
decision in the shortest possible time to end the fighting quickly.” Such thinking
determined French and German war plans. Both parties aimed simply to put
the maximum number of men into uniform as quickly as they could.

French actions followed Plan XVII, which became effective in May 1914.
This was not primarily an operational war plan. Instead it focused on the
mobilization, concentration and deployment of French forces. Four armies
were assembled along the Belgian, Luxembourg and German frontiers, while
a fifth was held in reserve. And the disposition of these armies — in a central
position — was flexible enough for them to strike in a number of directions.

However, a number of constraints served to limit this freedom of action.
Politically, France had no option but to take the offensive — both to free the
‘lost’ provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, and to fultil its treaty obligations. (The
Franco-Russian treaties guaranteed a French attack 11 days after mobilization.)




French infantrymen defending
the line of a hedgerow. Even in
action, they are still wearing
their packs. During the battles
of the Frontiers, the sun
reflecting off their highly
polished mess tins revealed
more French positions than
their red trousers ever did.

At the same time it was equally important that France preserve Belgian
neutrality. Joffre knew a German attack was most likely to come through
Belgium. But on no account could he cross the border to pre-empt it.
A succession of pre-war joint staff meetings had failed to reassure the French
that Britain would take part in any land war. Invading Belgium might be all that
was needed to provoke Britain into withdrawing its much-needed support.

While Joffre suspected a drive through Belgium, he had no detailed
knowledge of German plans, and little idea of the exact size and strength of
the forces he faced. Crucially, his experience of French reserve units led him
to underestimate the capabilities of their German counterparts. The French
Army was reluctant to place its own reserve units in the front line. Pre-war
opportunities to keep these units up to a full pitch of training and readiness
had been few, and it was feared the reserves would be unable to stand up to
the stress of combat. Joffre assumed this also held true for his enemy and
calculated that the Germans had insufficient troops to mount a strong attack
through Belgium. Their main effort would therefore have to come further
south. Even when French intelligence services provided a complete German
order of battle, Joffre remained unmoved. Noting the lower establishments
of German reserve divisions, particularly in artillery, he concluded that these
formations were not intended to play a full part in battle.

But Joffre was wrong; the scale of Germany’s ambitions meant that its
reserve formations would play a key role from the outset. In contrast to their
opponents, the German reserves had benefited from regular periods of
peacetime training and their performance in combat would more than justity
the decision to include them in the front line. With plenty of men available, the
Germans had ample resources to mount their main attack through Belgium.

The German plan followed ideas outlined by Schlieffen in a memorandum
of 1906, which suggested an advance through Belgium as a means of
circumventing the formidable obstacle presented by the line of fortresses
defending the Franco-German frontier. Indeed, to bypass the great frontier
redoubt of Liége, Schlieffen was even prepared to invade the Netherlands.
Pinning the French right in its fortresses along the Meuse, the Germans would
first advance in a great curve through Belgium and northern France. Then
sweeping around Paris they would go on to roll up the French armies and
crush them against the Swiss frontier. Key to the plan was speed. The
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(Germans were seeking at all costs to avoid a war on two fronts. They judged
that the French would be quicker into the field than their Russian allies, so
it would be vital to deal them a knockout blow first before turning to meet
the threat from the east.

Schlieffen’s successor, Moltke, accepted the strategic assumptions behind
the plan, but made several important revisions. Firstly he abandoned the
invasion of the Netherlands, judged politically unwise. This had a dual effect
— forcing the German right to advance on a restricted front across the short
Belgo-German frontier and making it important to capture Liége as quickly
as possible. Then, anticipating that France would make the first move by
invading Alsace and Lorraine, Moltke acted to bolster the defence of the
disputed provinces by transferring troops from his right to his left.

International tension was growing during the summer of 1914. On 1
August France 1ssued its mobilization orders. But, anxious not to appear the
aggressor, its commanders were ordered not to encroach within 10km (6
miles) of the Franco-German border. The following day small parties of
German soldiers crossed that frontier and on 3 August Germany formally
declared war on France. Then on 4 August German troops crossed over into
Belgium — finally provoking Great Britain into declaring war on Germany.

On 8 August Joffre revealed his strategic plan. A small force would
advance into Alsace; 1ére and 2e Armées would advance into Lorraine, south
of the fortifications of Metz-Thionville; 3e and 4e Armées would advance
north of Metz-Thionville into Belgium and Luxembourg; finally, Se Armée
would cover the left flank in Belgium. Joffre’s intentions were to pin the
enemy left in Alsace, then go on to rupture the centre, so leaving the right
isolated in Belgium.

The advance of lere and 2e Armées first slowed and then stopped in the
face of German resistance and difficult going in hilly, wooded countryside.
The two French armies were advancing on divergent paths — becoming
progressively weaker as they moved forwards — and the Germans were able
to defeat them in detail. On 21 August Joffre ordered a partial withdrawal,

French infantry advancing.
This is almost certainly a
pre-war shot, But given

the relatively close order
demonstrated here it is
unsurprising that casualties
were so heavy.



A German column passing
through Brussels. The garrison
of captured towns was left to
ersatz formations. The security
of his long right flank through
Belgium caused Moltke
constant concern.

a move that suited his overall plan because it drew in the German left. The
German right, meanwhile, appeared stronger than had first been anticipated.
Paradoxically, Jotfre took heart from this. He reasoned that the Germans
must have weakened their centre, so making it ripe for his decisive thrust.

The following day 3e and 4e Armées collided with 4. and 5. Armeen in the
Ardennes. With little idea of German positions or strength, the French were
heavily defeated in a series of meeting engagements.

In fact, the Germans were present in far greater strength than expected all
along the line, although it still took some time for Joffre to recognize this. On
the French left, Se Armée was spread out, trying to cover a front of 100km
(60 miles) along the rivers Meuse and Sambre. Clashes took place between
opposing cavalry forces. But the performance of the French did not impress.
Sordet’s Corps de cavalerie lost one-sixth of its personnel, but reportedly did
not sustain ‘a single wound from a sabre’. On 21 August advance units of 2.
Armee had crossed the Sambre and driven back Se Armée. Caught by
surprise, nothing the French tried over the next two days could secure the
crossings and they were eventually forced away from the river line. At the
same time, the men of the newly arrived British Expeditionary Force
(BEF) took up their place on the left of 5e Armée around the town of Mons.
But they too were eventually forced trom their positions.

With the battles of the Frontiers, Joffre’s offensive had failed. He had
grossly underestimated enemy capabilities — the German reserves had shown
that they were more than capable of holding their own — and had dispersed
his otfensive strength by sending his armies in three different directions.




CHRONOLOGY

1914

3 August

12 August

14-23 August

16 August

17 August

23 August

24 August

25 August

Germany declares war on France and
invades Belgium. Britain declares war
on Germany.
26 August
The BEF begins to arrive in France
under the command of Sir John
French. French is told that he must
on no account consider himself under
Joffre’s orders.

Battles of the Frontiers: advancing into
the Ardennes, the French are defeated
with heavy losses and begin to retreat. 27 August
The Germans secure the last of the

Liege forts.

1. and 2. Armeen continue their
advance through Belgium. Sir John
French meets with Lanrezac,
commander of 5e Armée. The result
is mutual suspicion and dislike.

The battle of Mons: the BEF
temporarily checks the advance
of 1. Armee (Kluck), inflicting heavy 28 August
casualties. Nevertheless, the German
advance continues.

29 August
On the French left Joffre orders a
retreat in the face of the German
advance.

30 August
Joffre begins to assemble a new
6e Armée (Maunoury) — created by

transferring troops from Alsace and

Lorraine — on the far left of the
Allied line. As far as Sir John French
is concerned, the French Army is a

beaten force.

The battle of Le Cateau: Kluck is
briefly checked by II Corps in hard
fighting. But he still views the battle
as a defeat for the BEE. So too do the
French. Their liaison officer reports
to GQG {Grand Quartier Général —
French Supreme Headquarters) that

the British have been crushed.

An official OHL (Oberste
Heeresleitung — German Supreme
Headquarters) communiqué describes
the Allied armies as ... in full retreat
[and] incapable of offering serious
resistance to the German advance...’.
Moltke orders his right wing to carry
on moving south-west. Meanwhile

6. Armee (Kronprinz Rupprechr of
Bavaria) and 7¢ Armee (Heeringen)
will attack on the Moselle between
Toul and Epinal.

Jotfre creates another new formation,
later designated 9¢ Armée (Foch).

Battle of Guise: 5e Armée (Lanrezac)
attacks and badly mauls 2. Armee
(Biilow).

The main thrust of the German attack

has been pulled south/south-east.
Confident that 5e Armée and the BEF
have been defeated, Moltke orders



31 August

1 September

2 September

3 September

4 September

5 September

10

Kluck and Biilow to abandon the
attack on Paris and turn south-east
to close up with 3. Armee (Hausen).

Kluck begins his turn. His move

is spotted by Allied reconnaissance
and the first reports reach Joffre. But
GQG does not immediately spot the
opportunity for a counteroffensive.

1. Armee comes within 48km
(30 miles) of Paris. Reports
continue to filter through to
GQG. But it 1s not until

3 September that the crucial
change in direction is tinally
confirmed by Allied intelligence.

Moltke orders 1. Armee to place itself
in echelon behind 2. Armee to provide
cover tor the open German right flank.
But Kluck ignores these instructions

and continues his rapid advance.

1. Armee reaches the Marne, but its
right flank 1s now exposed. Général de
division Gallieni, the military governor
of Paris, makes plans to attack. Joffre
sacks the pessimistic Lanrezac and
appoints Général de division Franchet
d’Esperey in his place.

1. Armee continues across the Marne.
Joffre commits to a general
counteroffensive to begin on 7
September but learns that Sir John
French is reluctant to get involved.

Battle of the Ourcq: rear elements of
Kluck’s right flank still remain north
of the Marne. Advancing east towards
the OQurcq, 6e¢ Armée collides with
them north of Meaux.

Battle of the two Morins: confronted
by Jottre, Sir John French finally
agrees to join the counteroffensive.
Advance elements of 1. Armee reach
the Villiers-Saint-Georges area, a few
kilometres north of the Seine. This is
as far as the Germans will penetrate
into France.

6 September

7 September

8 September

Battle of the Ourcq: 6e Armée makes
some initial gains but 1. Armee holds
its ground. Kluck skilfully transfers
two corps back across the Marne to
bolster his right flank,

Battle of the Saint-Gond marshes:
9¢ Armée is heavily engaged from
Sézanne to Vitry-le-Francois and is
pushed back south of the marshes.

Battle of the two Morins: the BEF
moves north towards the Grand
Morin.

Battle of the Ourcq: commandeered to
transport troops from Paris, 600 taxi
cabs help to restore the northern flank
of 6e Armée. Kluck still has two corps
remaining south of the Marne. He
transters them northwards to the
Qurcq — but the move widens the

gap between 1. and 2. Armeen.

Battle of the Saint-Gond marshes:
attempting to break the Allied centre,
2. and 3. Armeen mount powerful
attacks against 9e and 4e Armées

(Langle de Cary).

Battle of the two Morins: the BEF and
elements of 5e Armée advance slowly,
meeting little resistance. The BEF
reaches the Petit Morin. The right
flank of 5e Armée engages in fierce
tighting with 2. Armee at Soizy-aux-
Bois, Weakened by the withdrawal of
Kluck’s two corps, Biillow withdraws
his right wing behind the Petit Morin.

Battle of the Ourcq: Maunoury tries to
turn the German right wing but his
attack gets bogged down. The centre
takes Etrépilly with heavy losses. Ge
Armée has failed to break the German
right and must go on the defensive.

Battle of the Saint-Gond marshes: the
Gardekorps and Hausen’s 3. Armee
launch a powertul surprise atrack.
They drive back the right wing of

9e Armeée and take Fére-Champenoise.



9 September

The right wing steadies and holds off
further attacks, but 9¢ Armée suffers
heavy losses.

Battle of the two Morins: OHL calls in
troops from Brussels and Maubeuge to
fill the dangerous gap between 1. and
2. Armeen. The left flank of 5e¢ Armée
continues its slow advance. The BEF
crosses the Petit Morin and reaches
the south bank of the Marne. Fearing
his right is about to give way, Blilow
recommends thar 1. and 2. Armeen
retreat before it is too late. Franchet
d’Esperey succeeds in turning Biillow’s

right flank.

Battle of the Ourcq: Kluck orders

his hard-pressed centre and left to pull
back. But on his right he succeeds in
driving back the weakened 6e Armée.
Later that day, in response to the
overall situation, he orders a

general withdrawal.

Battle of the Saint-Gond marshes:
9¢ Armée 1s checked at Mondement
and Mont Aout. Hausen learns

that 2. Armee 1s withdrawing and
immediately orders his right wing
to follow suit. Even as the German
right begins to fall back, Moltke
orders attacks by the centre and

left to continue.

Battle of the two Morins: British
cavalry lead the way across the Marne
and by mid-morning the BEF is over in
force. However, 5e Armée has to shift
right to help the hard-pressed Foch
and cannot reinforce the BEF advance.

10 September

11 September

12 September

14 September

15 September

Meanwhile the German right wing

continues to fall back. This movement
ettectively costs the Germans the
battle of the Marne and ends their
hopes of a quick victory in the war.
But the BEF and 5e¢ Armée have come
to a standstill and the Allies lose their
chance to break the German line.

Joffre orders a cautious ‘pursuit’ of the
retreating Germans, and the Allied left
advances a few kilometres against
little or no resistance. Belatedly
realizing the extent of the German
retreat, Joffre orders more vigorous
action.

With the whole of the right and centre
falling back, the Germans can offer
virtually no resistance. However, the
troops of the Allied left and centre

are exhausted and unable to advance
more than a few kilometres through
countryside littered with corpses and
abandoned equipment. Jotfre tormally
announces the Allied victory.

German troops begin to occupy
prepared positions behind the Aisne.
The gap between 1. and 2. Armeen

is finally closed.

Falkenhayn replaces Moltke as Chief
of the OHL.

The Germans are by now dug in
behind the Aisne. Joffre orders the
Allied armies to end their pursuit
and prepare for methodical warfare.
Hopes of a swift Allied victory over

Germany fade.

11



OPPOSING COMMANDERS

13

ALLIED COMMANDERS

The French were led by Général de division Joseph Joffre (1852-1931).
In peacetime Joffre held the position of vice-président du Conseil Supérieur
de la Guerre et généralissime désigné et chef d'état-major général de 1' Armée
(Vice-President of the Supreme War Council, commander-in-chief designate
and Chief of Army General Staff). On the outbreak of war he was appointed
as commandant en chef du théatre des opérations du Nord et du Nord-Est
(commander of the French forces in the field, with the official title of
Commander in Chief of the Armies of the North and North-East). The
command of the army as a whole remained in the hands of the minister of war
(no less than 13 in number since 1900).

Jotfre had been appointed to his position in 1911. As far as his political
masters were concerned he was the least worst candidate. The first choice,
Général de division Gallieni, had only two years before retirement and
excused himselt. The two other contenders both fell foul of political
miusgivings. Général de division Paul Pau boldly requested the right to choose
his own subordinates — too much for politicians forever fearful of an army
coup. And Général de division Edouard de Castelnau was simply too Catholic
for a government mistrustful of religion of any kind. Gallieni supported the
candidacy of the forcefully republican Joffre, who had served under him in
Madagascar in 1895.

An engineer, Jotfre excelled in the building of railways and had worked on
the fortification of France’s north-east frontier. He had also served in the Far
East and West Africa, as well as Madagascar. But he had made his reputation
primarily as a technician and administrator rather than as an operational
commander. A man of regular habits, he placed great store on regular meals
and a good night’s sleep. He went to bed early each night, making it clear he
was not to be disturbed under any circumstances. He was neither a great nor
an original thinker, but his strength lay in listening to those who were. When
a problem was put before him, he took his time and gave it careful
consideration. And, once he had made up his mind, his strong will would see
the matter through.

On the outset of war Joffre’s army commanders were nearly all infantrymen:
Augustin Dubail (1851-1934), Edouard de Castelnau (1841-1944), Fernand
de Langle de Cary (1849-1927) and Charles Lanrezac (1852-1924)

commanded 1ére, 2e, 3e and Se Armées respectively. Artilleryman Pierre Ruffey




(1851-1928), who commanded 3e Armée, was the only exception. Joftre went
on to create three more armies during the course of the campaign. Paul Pau
(1848-1932) — another infantryman and the unsuccesstul candidate of 1911 -
came out of retirement shortly after the declaration of war to command the
Armée d’Alsace; artillerymen Michel Maunoury (1847-1923) and Ferdinand
Foch (1851-1929) took control of 6e and 9¢ Armées respectively. All these
men had taken part in the Franco-German War of 1870-71. But only Langle
de Cary and Dubail had subsequently seen service outside France.

Pau, Ruffey and Lanrezac were all sacked during the course of the
campaign. Pau’s Armée d’Alsace was broken up, its troops sent elsewhere.
Rutfey was replaced by Maurice Sarrail (1856—1929), an infantryman who
had seen service in North Africa. Lanrezac was succeeded by Louis Franchet
d’Esperey (1856-1942) — ‘Desperate Frankie’ to the British troops — another
infantryman and a veteran of North Africa and Indochina.

The forces at Joffre’s disposal were augmented by the BEE commanded by
Field Marshal Sir John French (1852-1925). French had made his reputation
as a cavalry commander during the Boer War. Appointed Chief of the
Imperial General Staff in 1912, he had resigned in March 1914 over the
Curragh Incident. But he was recalled at the end of July 1914 and appointed
Commander-in-Chiet of the BEE

Serving under French were Lieutenant-General Sir Douglas Haig (1861-28),
who commanded I Corps, and General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien (1858-30),
who led II Corps. A third corps, under Lieutenant-General Sir Willhlam Pulteney
(1861-41), was forming at the time of the battle. However, only Major-General
Snow’s 4th Division and an extra brigade were available in France. The cavalry
consisted of one division, commanded by Major-General Edmund Allenby
(1861-1936), and ‘Gough’s Command’ — three regiments under Brigadier-
General Hubert Gough (1870-1963).

Smith-Dorrien and Pulteney were infantrymen; Haig and Allenby,
cavalrymen. Smith-Dorrien (‘Smith-Doreen’ to his men) had only recently taken
command, following the death of his predecessor, Lieutenant-General Sir James
Grierson, on 17 August. Smith-Dorrien was an excellent trainer and reformer.
Indeed, his time in the Aldershot Command had helped to lay the foundations
for the high standards of the BEE. Pulteney, on the other hand, was the least
qualified of all French’s subordinates, attending neither Sandhurst nor the Staff
College. In 1917 he was characterized by his chiet of staff as ‘the most
completely ignorant general I served during the war and that is saying a lot’.

LEFT

Généraux Castelnau (left),
Joffre (centre) and Pau.
Castelnau commanded the
French 2e Armée; Pau briefly
commanded the Armee
d'Alsace but was dismissed
by Joffre.

CENTRE

Général Gallieni, military
governor of Paris. On 3
September, Gallieni ordered
posters put up across the city:
‘| have been given the mission
of defending Paris against

the invader. | will fulfil it to
the death.’

RIGHT

Field Marshal Sir John French,
the British commander-in-chief.
Haig thought him ‘an old
woman... quite unfit for

this great command'.
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LEFT

Kaiser Wilhelm 11 {(left) and chief
of staff Helmuth von Moltke

ON pre-war manoeuvres.

On 1 August, as the intricately
timetabled German mobilization
plan sprang into action, the
Kaiser suggested the attack on
France be halted and all the
Army'’s resources thrown against
Russia. Moltke is reported to
have had a heart attack.

CENTRE

Generaloberst von Kluck,
commander of 1. Armee. Kluck
was an energetic commander
always seeking the knockout
blow: ‘If we leave the enemy
alone, even though heis
completely worn out, he can
regroup, regain his freedom
of movement and retrieve

his offensive spirit. It is still
possible to push him back
across the Seine and have
time for 1. and 2. Armeen

to turn to face Paris.’

RIGHT

Generaloberst von Blilow,
commander of 2. Armee. Bllow
was in no doubt where to place
responsibility for the failure to
secure a victory on the Marne:;
‘the withdrawal in broad
daylight of lll and IX Armeekorps
meant victory for the French’,

14

GERMAN COMMANDERS

The German generals most closely associated with the battle of the Marne
were slightly older than their Allied counterparts. In fact, all were veterans of
the war against Austria in 1866. Helmuth Moltke (1848-1916) was Chief
of the OHL and thus commander of all the German armies in the field.
Moltke was the nephew of his more celebrated namesake — who, also Chief
of the General Staff, had overseen Prussia’s crushing defeats of Austria in
1866 and France in 1870. He was appointed in 1906 and had taken over the
war plan of his predecessor, Schlieffen. But Moltke’s health was poor and he
had suffered a heart attack as recently as 1 August.

On the German right, Moltke’s army commanders were Generaloberst

Alexander von Kluck (1846-1934), Generaloberst Karl von Biilow (1846—
1921), and Generaloberst Freiherr Max von Hausen (1846-1922). Kluck
commanded 1. Armee, on the right flank. To his left was 2. Armee under Biilow;
then came the Saxons of 3. Armee under Hausen. Based on his performance in
peacetime manoeuvres, Billow had the highest pre-war reputation of the three
and had been Moltke’s rival in 1906. But in the field he showed himself a
cautious commander — certainly too cautious for Kluck, a ‘thruster’, who chafed
under the more prudent approaches of Moltke and Billow. Of more modest
origins than his peers, Kluck was the only army commander who had not
attended the Kriegsakademie. Hausen, on the other hand, had a distinguished
pedigree. He had served as Saxon war minister between 1902 and 1914, and
briefly as Saxon prime minister.

On the German left, Generaloberst Herzog Albrecht of Wiirttemberg
(1865-1939), Generalleutnant Kronprinz Wilhelm of Prussia (1882-1951).
Generaloberst Kronprinz Rupprecht of Bavaria (1869-1955) and
Generaloberst Josias von Heeringen (1850-1926) commanded 4., 5., 6. and

7. Armeen respectively.



OPPOSING FORCES

A French headguarters in the
field. A mixture of mounted

and bicycle couriers await

their orders: a scene familiar to
every general from the days of
Turenne onwards. The Marne
was one of the last battles where
ranges were sufficiently small to
allow a general to observe his
troops on the firing line.

ALLIED FORCES

Political pressure and treaty obligations undoubtedly impelled the French to
launch an offensive in 1914. But their own field service regulations also
played a significant role. The regulations of October 1913 were unequivocal:
“The French army, returning to its traditions, accepts no law in the conduct
of operations other than the otfensive... only the offensive yields positive
results.” Emphasizing the importance of the will to fight, the regulations
continue in similar vein: ‘Battles are above all moral contests. Defeat is
inevitable when the hope of victory ceases. Success comes, not to the side that
has suffered the fewer losses, but to the side whose will is the steadiest and
whose morale is the most highly tempered.” Defence, it was noted, ‘can
contain the enemy only for a limited period; it can never gain success.’

Jottre had played a major part in framing these regulations. And he was
also in a position to insist that his army commanders display the ‘extreme
energy’ required of them in the conduct of operations. But Joffre could only
influence his immediate subordinates. The army had been unable to
undertake any extensive peacetime manoeuvres under the new regulations,
Just how far down the chain of command had the ideas they embodied been
absorbed and understood?

15



LEFT

French infantry advance in
skirmish order. This photo
is almost certainly taken on
pre-war manoeuvres, but
it is typical of much of the
landscape over which the
battle was fought.

RIGHT

A French 75mm gun in action.
Using hydraulics to manage the
recoil produced a gun that was
exceptionally accurate and
quick firing. However, as the
war progressed and the French
sought to break through the
German trench system, it was
found that the gun’s flat
trajectory limited its usefulness
in cutting barbed wire,

BOTTOM

A 155mm CTR gun. Introduced
in 1906, the 155 incorporated
many of the features of the

75, especially in its recolil
mechanism. But it was so
heavy that it had to be split
into two pieces to be moved
any distance and took ten
minutes to get into action.
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Once battle began, accounts of French infantry attacks made without
artillery support suggest that not all otticers had done so. The role of the
artillery was crucial to success — its mission not to prepare the attack but to
support it. Artillery was to fire primarily during the attack, with the objectives
of that attack forming its target. It was not to fire on enemy positions for long
periods beforehand — a process described as wasteful of shells. The French
field gun, the 75mm, had been introduced 1n 1897 and was an excellent
weapon. With a maximum range of 11km (7 miles), it outranged the German
77mm, and boasted a maximum rate of fire of 28 rounds per minute. (In the
field, however, this level of performance was rarely attempted; a maximum
range ot 5—6km (3—4 miles) was judged more realistic, while the normal tiring
rate was reduced to a somewhat less tiring six rounds per minute.)

However, while its field gun proved a strength, the French artillery was
deficient in heavier calibres, especially howitzers. With a tactical/strategic system
that placed such emphasis on mobility, some senior otficers were unwilling to
‘burden’ the army with heavy guns. Others, including senior artillerymen,
objected to increasing the number of different calibres. When a new 105mm
light howitzer was proposed, they responded by suggesting a 75mm with
modified ammunition — a compromise that was not a success. As a result few
heavier weapons were available to the French at the outbreak of war.




But the main burden of the attack did not lie with the artillery. Once again
the regulations were clear: “To force an adversary out of his cover it is necessary
to attack with the infantry.” And the ‘supreme weapon’ of the infantry was the
bayonet. With the enemy position plastered by artillery and small-arms fire,
the French infantry were to throw themselves at the foe — bayonets fixed and
bugles playing — and carry the day by their superior courage and force of will.

Each infantry regiment consisted of three battalions, with a total theoretical
strength of some 3,400 men, and included six machine guns. On mobilization,
each infantry regiment also formed a reserve regiment of two battalions. The
infantryman was armed with an 8mm 1893 Lebel rifle, with a total capacity
of eight rounds, each fed singly into the magazine.

A division consisted of four infantry regiments in two brigades, an artillery
regiment of nine four-gun batteries, a squadron of cavalry (usually hussars or
chasseurs a cheval) and a company of engineers. The mobilization plan called
for 46 such divisions. A further 25 reserve divisions were formed — each made
up of three reserve infantry regiments. Twelve ‘territorial’ divisions were also
created from older men for purely local defence. These units were stronger in
cavalry but weaker in artillery and had no organic engineer component.

An army corps consisted of two infantry divisions. In addition, it contained
two reserve infantry regiments, a cavalry regiment, an artillery regiment of 12
batteries, and four companies of engineers. This gave each corps a total
strength of some 40,000 men, with 56 machine guns and 120 75mm field
cuns. Twelve reserve divisions were organized into ‘groups’ of two divisions
each, but without any additional supporting elements. The French had

LEFT

Artillery was almost all horse-
drawn. However, the 120s

of one group (two batteries)
of 4e RA, together with their
supply wagons, were hauled
by Panhard Chatillon K13
lorries. The guns could now
be moved with their barrels in
place, rather than dismounted
as before. But the total weight
to haul was still excessive and
moving them remained a slow
business.

BOTTOM LEFT

A group of extravagantly
moustachioed zouaves of

3e RZ. The 3e, Algerians from
the Constantinois, contributed
three of its battalions - 1er, 5e
and 11e - to 3e Régiment de
marche de zouaves, part of
45e Division d'infanterie.

BOTTOM RIGHT

Tirailteurs algériens on the
march, These men went to
war wearing their light blue
and white uniforms. They also
carried an extremely heavy
pack, designed for use whilst
campaigning in the deserts of
North Africa.
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LEFT

French dragoons passing
through Senlis. The troopers
of each regiment's sabre
squadrons were armed with

the lance, introduced in 1883.

RIGHT

A patrol of chasseurs d'Afrigue
in Senlis, mounted on their
distinctive greys. A régiment
de marche, composed of two
squadrons from the 1er
Régiment and two from the
2e, served as the divisional
cavalry of 45e Division
d'infanterie during the battle.

18

21 squadrons ot aircraft attached to the five armies at mobilization, with two
tfurther tlights attached to 2e and 4e Divisions de cavalerie. Several aircraft
were also attached to the military government of Paris.

The BEF was very small by Continental standards. At this stage it consisted
of no more than five divisions and a cavalry division, plus an extra brigade of
each. There was as yet no conscription, so the men were all professional
soldiers. Many had seen action in the years leading up to the war, but their
experience had all been gained in colonial campaigns — dismissed by many
Continental observers as irrelevant to a European conflict. Yet their colonial
experience was not without worth. What it had taught them was the value of
marksmanship, and they made up for their smaller numbers with a high volume
of accurately aimed musketry. But this was not an end in itself. Like the French
(and, indeed, the Germans) the British too believed in the value of the offensive.
“The object of fire in the attack, whether of artillery, or machine guns, or
infantry,” ran the pre-war training manual, ‘is to bring such a superiority of fire
to bear on the enemy as to make the advance to close quarters possible.’

Each infantry division consisted of three brigades — each of four battalions
—a squadron of cavalry, 12 batteries of field artillery, three battalions of heavy
artillery and two companies of engineers. Each infantry battalion had a
theoretical strength of 1,007 men, giving a total divisional strength of just
under 18,000 men. However, some battalions — those which had already
fought at Mons and Le Cateau — were down to half their original strength.
On mobilization each battalion was brought up to strength with reservists.

The BEF possessed little or no back-up. Many men had flocked to join up
on the outbreak of war, but at this point in the conflict their training had hardly
begun. The rest of the regular battalions — performing garrison duty throughout
the Empire — were not immediately available. One other reserve of manpower
did exist, the part-time soldiers of the Territorial Force. But the Government
was most reluctant to deploy them to France. The Force was originally intended
for home defence and many of its members had no direct experience of action.

The standard rifle was the Short Magazine Lee Enfield, a magazine-fed
weapon with five-round clips and a maximum range of around 2,300m
(2,500 yards). Each battalion also included two machine guns. The principal
weapon of the field artillery was the 18-pdr field gun. This had a maximum
range of 10km (six miles), while its maximum rate of fire lay between 15 and
20 rounds a minute (with a normal rate of four to eight rounds). Unlike the
French, the British saw the continuing value of howitzers, even in a mobile
battle. Each division included eighteen 4.5in. guns, with a range of around
6km (4 miles), and a battery of heavy 60-pdrs, with a range of about 10km
(six miles). Four squadrons of the Royal Flying Corps accompanied the BEFE.



GERMAN FORCES

Like its opponents, the German Army also placed great emphasis on the
offensive and on the ‘moral superiority’ of the attacker. For the Germans too
the key to victory lay in the establishment of fire superiority: ‘Modern
infantry combat has the character of a long, hard struggle for fire superiority.
The attacker’s skirmish line, carefully using the terrain and cover, can only
advance slowly.’

A German infantry regiment consisted of three battalions and a machine-
gun company (with six weapons), providing a total theoretical strength of some
3,200 men of all ranks. By the time of the battle most regiments had been
considerably reduced in number, each now containing between 1,500 and
2,000 men. On mobilization, reservists either rejoined their parent regiment or
were posted to a reserve regiment. These reserve regiments were usually
organized in the same way as line regiments, although many of them lacked a
machine-gun company, and some a third battalion. The German rifle was the
magazine-fed Gewehr 98, which held its ammunition in five-round clips.

Like its French equivalent, the German artillery was destined to support
the infantry attack as it went in, not to ‘waste’ ammunition by preparatory
bombardments. The principal weapon of the field artillery regiments was the
77mm FK 96 n/A field gun. It had a maximum range of 7,800m (8,530
yards), and could fire about eight rounds per minute (again normal ranges
were rather shorter and in the field 4,400m (4,800 yards) was regarded as
long range). However, the Germans, like the British, also made use of light
howitzers; they included the 105mm 1L.FH 98/09 in one regiment of each
divisional artillery. German artillery was coordinated at the divisional level
and so was more responsive to changing circumstances during an attack.

Each regular division consisted of four infantry regiments in two brigades,
two regiments of artillery (12 batteries), a cavalry regiment and two companies
of engineers. One division in each corps normally included an extra [dger (light
infantry) battalion on mobilization, but these were gradually withdrawn
to serve with the cavalry. Reserve divisions were usually weaker in artillery
(six batteries only) and cavalry. However, there were many variations.

LEFT

German artillery in action,
Observers, carrying
stereoscopic rangefinders,
are balanced precariously
on top of a hayrick.

RIGHT

A German signals detachment.
Each division and army corps
included a telegraph
detachment; each army also
included a radio section. Radio
reception was erratic at best,
adding to the difficulties
experienced by OHL in
controlling the battle from
Luxembourg. A functioning
radio network connecting
Moltke to his army
commanders was finally
established only on 9
September,

5.2



An army corps consisted of two infantry divisions, plus two heavy artillery
batteries (either 150mm or 210mm) and an aviation squadron. This gave
each corps a paper strength of some 25,000 men (24 battalions), 48 machine
ouns, 108 77mm field guns, 36 105mm light howitzers and 16 150mm or
210mm heavy howitzers. The corps artillery batteries functioned simply as a
reserve to bolster the divisional regiments. Reserve corps were notably weaker
in supporting arms. The cavalry were formed into four cavalry corps; two of
these were made up of two divisions, the other two of three. The cavalry
corps all possessed attached artillery and engineers, but no infantry. During
the course of the campaign, a number of Jédger battalions were transferred to
provide them with an infantry component.

ORDERS OF BATTLE

FRENCH ORDER OF BATTLE

5e ARMEE (GEN. FRANCHET D’ESPEREY)
T1er Corps d'armée (Gén. Deligny)
201e Rl, 284¢ Rl, 384e BRM d'infanterie de réserve
1ére Division d'infanterie {(Gén. Gallet)
1ére Brigade (Col. de Fonclare)
43e Rl, 127e Rl
2¢e Brigade {Gén. Sauret)
ler Rl, 842 Rl
2e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Deligny until 8 September,
then Cel. Garnier-Duplessis)
3e Brigade (Col. Bernard)
33e Rl 732 RI
4e Brigade (Col. Doyen)
de Ri, 1102 Rl

3e Corps d"armée {Gén. Hache)
23%e Rl, 274e Rl
5e Division d’infanterie (Gén. Mangin)
%e Brigade (Gén. Tassin)
39e Rl, 74e Rl
10e Brigade (Gén. Lautier)
36e Rl, 129e R
6e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Pétain]
11e Brigade (Col. Hériot)
2d4e R, 282 Rl
12e Brigade (Gén. Lavisse)
Se Rl 1192 Rl
37¢ Division d'infanterie (Gén. Comby) (unitil 77
September, then 6e Armée)
73e Brigade (Col. Degot)
RM du 2e Zouaves, RM du Ze Tirailleurs, RM du
6e Tirailleurs, BM du Se Tirailleurs
74e Brigade (Col. Le Bouhélec)
RM du 3e Zouaves, RM du Se Tirailleurs, RM du
7o Tirailleurs

10e Corps d'armée (Gén. Desforges) (9-171
September fo 9e Armée)
247e Rl 270e Rl
19e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Bailly until the 11th, then
Gén. Bonnier)
37e Brigade (Col. Pierson)
A8e Rl, 71e R
38e Brigade (Lt. Col, Passaga)
A41e R, 70e Rl
20 Division d'infanterie (Gén. Rogerie]
39%¢ Brigade (Gén. Ménissier)
25e Rl 136e R
A0e Brigade {Gén. de Cadoudal)
2e Rl 47« Rl
51e Division de réserve {Gén. Boutegourd)
101e Brigade (Gen. Petit)
233e Rl, 243 Rl, 327e Rl
102e Brigade [Gén. Leleu)
208e Rl, 273e Rl, 310e Rl

18e Corps d'armee {Gén. de Maud'huy}

218e Rl, 24%e Rl
35e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Marjoulet)
69 Brigade (Gén. Durand)

20

6e R|, 123e Rl
70e Brigade {Gén. Pierron)
57eRl, 144e R!
36e Division d'infanterie {Gén. Jouannic)
71e Brigade (Gén. S5imon Bertin)
34e Rl 4%e Rl
72e Brigade (Gén. Trinité-5chilmans, then
Col. de S5eze)
12e Rl, 182 Rl
38e Division d'infanterie (Gén Schwartz)
75e Brigade (Col. Vuillemin)
ler RZ, Ter RT
76e Brigade {Gen. Bertin until 6 September, then
Col. Pichon)
4e RZ, 4e RT, Be RT

4e Groupe de division de réserve (Gén. Valabrégue)
48e BCP
53e Division d'infanterie [(Gén. Perruchon until 7
September, then Gén. lournge)
105e Brigade (Gen. Montangon)
205e Rl, 236& Rl, 319e Rl
106€e Brigade (Lt. Col. Masson)
224e Rl, 228 Rl, 32%9e R
69e Division d'infanterie (Gen. Le Gros until 12
September, then Geén. Néraud)
137¢e Brigade {Gén. Rousseau)
287e Rl, 306e Rl, 332e Ri
138e Brigade { L. Col. Piguet until 8 September,
then Col. Cadoux)
251e Rl, 2548 Rl, 267e Rl

Corps de cavalerie (Gén. Conneau)
45e Rl
4e Division de cavalerie (Gén. Abonneau)
4e Brigade legere (Gen, Requichot)
2e RH, 4e RH
4e Brigade de dragons {(Gen. Dodelier)
28e RO, 30e RD
3& Brigade de cuirassiers (Gén. Sabry de Monpoly)
3eRC, 6e RC
8e Division de cavalerie (Gén. Baratier)
8e Brigade légeére (Col. Peillard)
12e RH, 14e RCh
4e Brigade de dragons {Gen. Gendron until 8
September, then Col. Guéneau de Montbeillard)
11e RD, 18e RD
10e Division de cavalerie (Gén. Grellet)
Ze Brigade legere [Gen. Contades-Gizeux)
17e RCh, 18e RCh
10e Brigade de dragons (Gan. Chéng)
15e RD, 20e RD
15e Brigade de dradgons (Col. Sauzey)
10e RD, 19 RD

Ge ARMEE (GEN. MAUNOURY)

37e Division d'infanterie (Gen. Comby) (from 3e Corps
d'armee, 11 September)
45e Division d'infanterie {Gén. Drude)
89e Brigade (Col. Castaing)
R du 1er Zouaves, RM du 3e Zouaves
90e Brigade (Gen. Passard)

BM du 2e Zouaves bis, BM du 2e Tirailleurs
62e Division de réserve {Gén, Ganaval) (8-17 September)
123e Brigade (Col. Peyriague)
263e Rl 278e Rl, 338e Rl
124e Brigade (Gen. Ninous)
250e Rl 307e Rl, 308e R

Brigade Marocaine (Gén. Ditte)
ler Régiment de chasseurs indigénes
Ze Régiment de chasseurs indigenes

4e Corps d'armée (Gén. Boélle) (from 7 September)
315e Rl, 317e Rl
7e Division d'infanterie (Gén. de Trentinian)
13e Brigade (Col. de Favrot)
1012 Rl, 102e Rl
14e Brigade (Gen. Felineau)
103e Rl 104e RI
8e Division d'infanterie (Gén. de Lartigue) (under Army
cormmand, 7-9 September)
15e Brigade (Col. Fropo until 13 September, then
Geén. Drouot)
124€ Rl, 130e Rl
16e Brigade (Col. Desvaux)
115e Rl, 117e Rl

7e Corps d’armee {Gén. Vautier)
352e Rl, 45 BCP, 47e BCA, 55 BCP, 63e BCA, 64e BCA,
67e BCA
14e Division d'infanterie (Gén, de Villaret)
27e Brigade (Col. Bourguin)
44e Rl, 60e Rl
28e Brigade [Gén. Faés)
35e Rl, 42e Rl
63e Division de réserve (Gén. Lormbard)
125e Brigade (Gén. Dolot)
2'16e Rl, 238e Rl, 298s Rl
126e Brigade (Gén. Guillin)
292¢ Rl, 305 Rl, 321e Rl

Se Groupe de divisions de réserve (Gén. Beaudenom
de Lamaze)
55e Division de reserve (Gén. Leguay)
109e Brigade (Gén. Arrivet)
204e R, 2820 Rl, 289 El
110e Brigade (Gen. Thibaudet de Mainbray)
231e Rl 246e Rl, 276 Rl
56e Division de réserve (Gén. de Dartein)
111e Brigade (Lt. Col. Bonne)
294e Rl, 354& Rl, 355¢ Rl
112e Brigade (Gén. Cornille)
350e Rl, 361e Rl, 65& BCP, 662 BCF, 6% BCP

6e Groupe de divisions de réserve (Gén. Eberner)
(from 11 September)
61e Division de reserve (Gen. Déprez)
121e Brigade {Gen, Delarue)
264e Rl, 265e Rl, 316e Rl
122e Brigade {Lt. Col. Tesson)
219e Rl, 262e Rl, 318e Rl
62e Division de réserve {Gén. Ganeval)
123e Brigade (Col. Peyriague)



263e Rl, 2782 Rl, 338 Rl
1242 Brigade (Gén. Ninous)
250e Rl, 307e Rl, 308e Rl
Brigade de spahis (Col. Martin du Bouillon)
(from 10 September)
Ter RMSA
2e RMSA

Corps de cavalerie (Gén. 5ordet until 8 September,
then Gén. Bridoux)
1ére Division de cavalerie (Gén. Buisson)
5e Brigade de dragons [(Gén. Silvestre)
6e RD, 232 RD
11e Brigade de dragons (Gen. Corvisart)
27e RD, 32 RD
2e Brigade de cuirassiers [Gén. Louvat)
ler RC, 2e RC
3e Division de cavalerie (Gén. de Lastours)
3e Brigade |égere (Gén. de |a Villestreux)
3e RH, 8e RH
13e Brigade de dragons (Gén. Leorat)
5e R0, 21e RD
4e Brigade de cuirassiers (Gén. Gouzil)
de RC, Se RC
Se Division de cavalerie (Gén. Bridoux until 10
September, then Gén. Lallemand du Marais)
5e Brigade legere (Gén, de Cornulier-Luciniere)
Se RCh, 15e RCh
3e Brigade de dragons (Gén. Lallemand du Marais)
13a RD, 22e RD
7e Brigade de dragons (Gén. Emé de Marcieux]
Qe RD, 29e RD

9e ARMEE (DETACHEMENT D’ARMEE FOCH UNTIL 6
SEPTEMBER) (GEN. FOCH)

9e Division de cavalerie (Gén. de 'Espee} (untif 10
September)
9e Brigade de dragons (Gén. Sailly)
ler RD, 3e RD
16e Brigade de dragons (Gén. Gombaud)
248 BRD, 25e RD
4e Brigade de cuirassiers (Col. Cugnac)
S5e RC, 8e RC
42e Division d'infanterie (Gen. Grossetti}
B3e Brigade (Gén. Krien)
94e Rl, 8e BCP, 16e BCP, 19e BCP
84e Brigade [Col. Trouchard)
151eRl, 162¢e Rl

9e Corps d'armée (Gén. Dubois)
268e Rl, 290= Rl
17e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Moussy)
33e Brigade (Col. Simon until 13 September, then
Gén, Moussy)
68e R, 90e Rl
36e Brigade (Col. Eon)
77eRl, 135 Rl
Division Marocaine (Gén. Humbert)
1ere Brigade (Gén. Blondlat)
RM colonial, RM de zouaves
2e Brigade (Lt. Col. Cros)
1er RM de tirailleurs du Maroc occidental, 2e RM
de tirailleurs du Maroc oriental
52e Division de réserve (Gen. Battesti)
1032 Brigade (Col. Doursout, then Lt. Col. Lévy, then
from 3 September Lt. Col. Guyot de 5alins)
2912 Rl, 347e BRI, 3432 RI
104e Brigade (Lt. Col. Claudon)
2452 Rl, 320e Rl, 49 BCP, 58« BCP
18e Division d'infanterie (Gan. Lefévre)
34e Brigade {Gén. Guignabaudet, then from 14
September Col. Simon)
114e Rl, 1252 Rl
35e Brigade (Col. Janin)
32e Rl, 66e Rl

10e Corps d'armée (from 5e Armée, 9-11 September)

11e Corps d'armée (Gén. Eydoux) (fron 5e Armée, 8
September)
293eRl, 337 R
21e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Radiguet)
41e Brigade (Col. de Teyssiere)
64e R, 65¢ Rl
42e Brigade (Col. Lamey until 8 September, then Caol.
Bouyssou)
93e Rl, 137e Rl
22e Division d'infanterie (Gen. Pambet)
43e Brigade (Gén. Costebonel)

62e R, 116e Rl

44e Brigade (Gén. Chaplain)
122 Rl, 118¢ Rl

60e Division de réserve (Gén. Joppe)

119e Brigade (Gén., Reveilhac)
247e Rl, 248 Rl, 271 Rl

120e Brigade {Gén. Marguercn)
202e Rl, 225« Rl, 336¢ Rl

21e Corps d’armée (Gén. Maistre)
13e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Bagquet]
25e Brigade (Col. Griache)
17e Rl, 17e BCP, 20« BCP, 21e BCF
Z26e Brigade (Lt. Col. Schmidt)
212 Rl, 109 Rl
43e Division d'infanterie (Gén. Languetot]
85e Brigade (Col. Menvielle}
149e Rl, 158= Rl
86e Brigade (Col. Olleris}
ler BCP, 32 BCP, 202 BCP, 31e BCP

Key to abbreviations:

BCA  Bataillon de chasseurs alpins
BCP Batailton de chasseurs & pied

RC  Reégiment de cuirassiers

RCA Régiment de chasseurs d'Afrique
RCh  Régiment de chasseurs a cheval
RD  Regiment de dragons

RH  Régiment de hussards

Rl Régiment d'infanterie

EM  Régiment de marche

RMSA Régiment de marche de spahis algériens
RT Régiment de tirailletrs

RZ  Régiment de zouaves

BRITISH ORDER OF BAT'TLE

BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FIELD MARSHAL

SIR JOHN FRENCH)

Cavalry Division (Maj. Gen. Allenby)
1st Cavalry Brigade
2nd Dragoon Guards
5th Dragoon Guards
11th Hussars
Z2nd Cavalry Brigade
4th Dragoon Guards
9th Lancers
18th Hussars
3rd Cavalry Brigade
4th Hussars
5th Lancers
16th Lancers
4th Cavalry Brigade
Household Cavalry Regiment
6th Dragoon Guards
3rd Hussars

5th Cavalry Brigade/Gough's Command {Brig, Gen.

Gough)
2nd Dragoons
12th Lancers
20th Hussars.

I Corps (Lt. Gen. Sir Douglas Haig)
15t Division [Maj. Gen. Lomax)
1st (Guards) Brigade
15t Coldstream Guards
1st Scots Guards
1st Black Watch
1st Cameron Highlanders
2nd Infantry Brigade
2nd Royal Sussex Regiment
1st Loyal Morth Lancashire Regiment
15t Northamptonshire Regiment
2nd King's Royal Rifle Corps
3rd Infantry Brigade
1st Queen’s Regiment
1st South Wales Borderers
15t Gloucestershira Regiment
2nd Welch Regiment
2nd Division (Maj. Gen. Monro)
Ath (Guards) Brigade
2nd Grenadier Guards
2nd Coldstream Guards
3rd Coldstream Guards
1st Irish Guards
5th Infantry Brigade
2nd Warcester Regiment
2nd Ox. & Bucks. Light Infantry

2nd Highland Light Infantry
2nd Connaught Rangers
&th Infantry Brigade
15t King's Regiment
2nd South Staffordshire Regiment
1st Royal Berkshire Regiment
1st King's Royal Rifle Corps

Il Corps (Gen. Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien)
3rd Division {Maj. Gen. Hamilton)
7th Infantry Brigade
3rd Worcester Regiment
2nd South Lancashire Regiment
1st Wiltshire Regiment
2nd Royal Irish Rifles
8th Infantry Brigade
2nd Royal 5cots Begiment
2nd Royal Irish Regiment
4th Middlesex Regiment
15t Gordon Highlanders
9th Infantry Brigade
1st Northumberland Fusiliers
4th Royal Fusiliers
1st Lincolnshire Regiment
1st Roval Scots Fusiliers
Sth Division (Maj. Gen. Fergusson)
13th Infantry Brigade
2nd King’s Own Scottish Borderers
2nd Duke of Wellington’s Regiment
15t Royal West Kent Regiment
2nd King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
14th Infantry Brigade
2nd Suffollk Regiment
1st East Surrey Regiment
1st Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry
2nd Manchester Regiment
15th Infantry Brigade
15t Norfolk Regiment
1st Bedfordshire Regiment
15t Cheshire Regiment
15t Dorsetshire Regiment

Il Corps (Lt. Gen. Pulteney)
4th Division (Maj. Gen. Snow until the 9th, then
Brigadier H. Wilson)
10th Infantry Brigade
1st Royal Warwickshire Regiment
2nd Seaforth Highlanders
1st Royal Irish Fusiliers
2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers
11th Infantry Brigade
1st Somerset Light Infantry
1st East Lancashire Regiment
1st Hampshire Regiment
1st Rifle Brigade
12th Infantry Brigade
1st King's Own Regiment
2nd Lancashire Fusiliers
2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
2nd Essex Regiment

19th Brigade (Maj. Gen. Drummond]
Z2nd Royal Welsh Fusiliers
1st Cameronians
1st Middlesex Regiment
2nd Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders

GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE

1. ARMEE (GEN.OBST. VON KLUCK)

Il Armeekorps (Gen. der Inf. von Linsingen)
3. Infanterie-Division [Gen.Lt. von Trassel)
5. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Freiherr Treusch von
Buttlar-Brandenfels)
Gren.R. 2, Gren.R. 9
6. Infanterie-Brigade (Obst. Graser)
Fls.R.34,1R 42
4. Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. von Pannewitz)
7. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Runckel}
IR 14, IR 149
8. Infanterie-Brigade (Obst. Jennrich)
IR 49, IR 140

Il Armeekorps (Gen. der Inf. von Lochow)
5. Infanterie-Division {Gen.Lt. Wichura)
9. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Doemming)
Gren.R. 8, IR 48
10. Infanterie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. Sontag)
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Gren.R. 12, IR 52
6. Infanterie-Dhivision {Gen.Ma). Herhudt von Rohden)
11. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Wachter)
Fis.R. 35, IR 20
12. Infanterie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. von Gabain)
IR 24, IR 64

IV Armeekorps {Gen. der Inf. Sixt von Armin)
7. Infanterie-Division [(Gen.Lt. Riedel)
13. Infanterie-Brigade (GenMaj. von Schiililer)
IR 26, IR 66
14. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Oven)
IR 27, IR 165
3. Infanterie-Division (Gen Lt. Hildebrandt)
15. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Reichenau)
Fas.R. 36, IR 93
16. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von JaroBky)
IR 72, IR153

IX Armeekorps (Gen. der Inf. von Quast)
17. Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt, von Bauer)
33. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Kraewel)
IR75, IR 76
24, Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Lewinski)
Gren.R. 89, Fus.R. 90
18. Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. von Kluge}
35, Infanterie-Brigade [Obst. von Obernitz)
IR 84, Fis.R. 86
36. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Ma]. Freitherr von
Troschke)
IR31,IR85
IV Reservekorps {Gen. der Art. von Gronau)
7. Reserve-Division {Gen.Lt. Graf von Schwerin}
13. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von
Drressler und Scharfenstein)
RIR 27, RIR 36
14. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von
Wienstowski)
RIR 66, RIR 72, R.Jag.Batl.4
22. Reserve-Division (Gen.Lt. Riemann)
43, Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj,
von Lepel)
RIR 71, RIR 24, R.J&dg.Batl. 11
44, Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von
Mithlenfels)
RIR 32, RIR 82

Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 2 (Gen.der Kav.
von der Marwitz)
Jag.Batl. 3, Jaq.Batl. 4, Jig.Batl. 7, Jg.Batl. 9
2. Kavallerie-Division (Gen.Maj. Freiherr von Krane:
Drag.R. 2, ULR. 3
kur.B. 7, Hus.R.12
Lb.Hus.R.1, Lb.Hus.R.2
4, Kavallerie-Division (Gen.Lt. von Garnier)
3. Kavallerie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. Graf von
Schimmealmann)
Kur.R. 2, ULR. 9
17. Kavallerie-Brigade (Obst. Graf von der Goltz)
rag.R. 17, Drag.R. 18
18. Kavallerie-Brigade [Obst. von Printz)
Hus.R. 15, Hus.R. 16
4. Kavallerie-Division [Gen.Maj. Graf Eberhard von
Schmettow)
13. Kavallerie-Brigade {Ohbst. Selfert)
Kir.R. 4, Hus.R. 8
14. Kavallerie-Brigade (Obst. von Heuduck)
Hus.K. 11, ULR. 5
19. Kavallerie-Brigade {Ohstit. von Preinitzer)
Drag.R. 19, ULR. 13
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MN.B. iff Reservekorps, and 11. and 27. gem. Ldw.Br, also
part of this Army, were on lines of communications duties,
and were not engaged in the battle; IX Reservekorps was
still in Germany.

2. ARMEE (GEN.OBST. VON BULOW)

Gardekorps (Gen. der Inf. Freiherr von Plettenberg)
1. Garde-Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. von Hutier)
1. Garde-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Kleist)
1. aRzER:; 3. GRZFR.
2. Garde-Infanterie-Brigade [Gen.Maj. 5chach von

Wittenau until 6 September, then Oberst von dem Busch)

2.G.RzFB., 4. G.RzFB.
2, Garde-Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt von Winckler)
3. Garde-Infanterie-Brigade [Gen.Maj. von
Petersdorff)
G.aren.B. 1, G.Gren.R. 3
4. Garde-Infanterie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. von Gontard)
G.Gren.R. 2, G.Gren.R. 4

VIl Armeekorps (Gen. der Kav. von Einem)
13. Infanterie-Civision (Gen.Lt. von dem Borne)
25. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Unruh)
IR 13, 1R 158
26. Infantene-Brigade
IR 15, IR 55 {at Maubeuge)
14. Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. Fleck)
27. Infanterie-Brigade (Obst, von Massow)
IR 16, IR 53
79. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Schwarte)
IR 36, IR 57

X Armeekorps (Gen. der Inf. von Emmich)
19. Infanterie-Division {Gen.Lt. Hoffman)
37. Infanterie-Brigade [Obst. Freiherr von Gregory)
IR 78, IR 91
38. Infanterie-Brigade {Obst. von Dertzen)
Fiis.R. 73, IR 74
20, Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. Schmundt)
30. Infanterie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. von L'Estocg)
IR 79, IR 164
40, Infanterie-Brigade (Obst. Graf zu Rantzau)
IR 77, IR92

X Reservekorps (Gen. der Inf. von Eben)
2. Garde-Reserve-Division (Gen. der Inf. Freiherr von
SulBkind)

26. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Obst. Cotta until 6
September, then Maj. von Willmann on the 6th only,
then Maj. Springefeld]

RIE 15, RIR 55
38. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Obstlt, Wiinsche)
RIE 77, RIR 91, RJ3g.Batl.10
19. Reserve-Division (Gen.Lt. von Bahrfeldt)

37. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Obst. von
Winterfeldt)

RIR 73, RIR 78

39. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade {Gen.Maj. von Wright)

RIR 74, RIR 92, llL./RIR 79

Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 1 {Gen.Lt. Freiherr
von Richthofen)
Garde-Kavallerie-Division (Gen.Lt. von Storch)
1. Garde-Kavallerie-Brigade (Obst. von Barensprung)
Garde du Corps, G.KUr.R.
2. Garde-Kavallerie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Graf von
Rothkirch und Trach)
GUIR. 1, G.ULR. 3

3. Garde-Kavallerie-Brigade (Obst. Fretherr von Senden)

G.Drag.R. 1, G.Drag.R. 2, G.J3qg.Batl.

5. Kavallerie-Division {Gen.Maj. von llsemann)
9. Kavallerie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Rusche)
Drag.R. 4, ULR. &
11. Kavallerie-Brigade {Obst, von Wentzky und
Petersheyde)
Kiir.R. 1, Drag.R. 8
12. Kavallerie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Graf von Pfeil und
Klein-Ellguth]
Hus.R. 4, Hus.R. 6, G.5chi.Batl.

N.B. Vit Reservekorps, and 25. and 29. gem.Ldw.Br,, also
part of this Army, were on lines of communications duties,
and were not engaged in the battle.

3. ARMEE (GEN.OBST. FREIHERR VON HAUSEN)

XH Armeekorps (Gen, der Inf, d’Elsa)
23, Infanterie-Division (Gen.Lt. Freiherr von Lindenau)
45, Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Lucius]
Lb.Gren.R. 100, Gren.R. 101
46. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von Watzdorff)
Schii-{Flis.-)R. 108, R 182
32. Infanterie-Division {Gen.Lt. Edler von der Planitz)
&3. Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. von GersdorfT)
IR 102, 1R 103, Jag.Batl. 12
64, Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Maj. Morgenstern-
Dioring)
IR177, IR 178

XIl Reservekorps (Gen. der Art. von Kirchbach)
47.gem. Ldw.Br,,
Ldw .|k 104, Ldw,IR 106
23. Reserve-Division {(Gen.Lt von Larisch)
45, Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Lt. von Suckow)
R.Gren.R. 100, RIR 101, R.Jag.Batl. 12
46. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Lt. Hempel)
RIR 102, RIR 103
24, Reserve-Division (Gen.Lt. von Ehrenthal) {at Givet:
did not rejoin until 7 September)
47. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Lt. Ullrich)
RIR 104, RIR 106, R.Jag.Batl. 13
48. Reserve-Infanterie-Brigade (Gen.Lt. Wilhelm)
RIR 107, RIE 133

N.B.: XIX Armeekorps, afthough part of this army, was
facing French 4e Armée.

Key to abbreviations:

Batl. Bataiflon

Br. Brigade

Drag. Dragoner

Esk. Eskadron

Flis. Flisilier

G. Garde

Gem. Gernischte
Gren. Grenadier

Hus. Husaren

IR infanterie-Regiment
Jag.Batl. Jdger Bataillon
Komp. Kompagnie
K. Kiirassier

Lb. Leib

Ldst. Landsturm

Ldw. Landwehr
Lb.Gren. Lleib Grenadier

R Reserve

RIR Reserve- Infanterie-Regiment
Sachs.  Sdchsische

Schil. Schiitzen

Ul. Lthian



OPPOSING PLANS

‘En route to Berlin'. These

men from the administrative
sections of 14e Corps d'armee,
based in Lyon, would never
get anywhere near the
German capital.

The failure of the French offensives in the battles of the Frontiers forced Joffre
to reconsider his options. Watching the German advance develop, Joffre
realized he had an opportunity to strike at the enemy right, in the relatively
open country of northern France, rather than the wooded hills and valleys ot
the east. From 25 August he began to assemble his forces on the open right
flank of the German army — initially around Amiens. These men would go on
to become the nucleus of 6e Armée. Most of them had come from the French
right wing in Alsace. Here the enemy could do nothing to penetrate the line
of fortifications along the Moselle, and attacks by 6. Armee (Kronprinz
Rupprecht) and more particularly by 7. Armee (Heeringen), around Dieuze
and Lunéville, had been driven back by well-sited artillery.

Moltke was well aware that Joffre was moving men from right to left, and
a new urgency overtook him as he tried to find a way of striking the decisive
blow before the effect of the transter could be felt. On 27 August —
encouraged by what he saw as a defeated enemy in full retreat — he decided
to attack on all fronts. 1. Armee (Kluck) was to skirt the French capital to the
west, while 2. Armee (Bulow) aimed directly at the city itself. 3. Armee
(Hausen), 4. Armee (Herzog von Wiirttemberg) and 5. Armee (Kronprinz
Wilhelm) were to head towards the line Chateau-Thierry—Epernay—Vitry-le-
Francois. Meanwhile 6. and 7. Armeen were to attack along the Moselle and
break through between Toul and Epinal.
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The 18-pdr guns of 45th
Battery, Royal Field Artillery,
on the move through a
French town.
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But gaps had begun to appear in the German line. The advance was
starting to take its toll. Back in Belgium two reserve corps had been left behind
to mask Antwerp and garrison Brussels, while the equivalent of another corps
was investing the towns of Givet, on the Meuse, and Maubeuge. Then on 25
August came alarming news of Russian advances in the east. Confident that
he had achieved a decisive victory in the battles of the Frontiers, and under
considerable political pressure to bolster German forces in that theatre, Moltke
detached a corps each from 2. and 3. Armeen and sent them to eastern Prussia.

The remaining troops had to cover these gaps, as well perform their
original duties. Hausen’s men were marching an average of 23km (14 miles)
a day; Kluck’s, 30km (19 miles). But the Belgians had destroyed much of the
railway infrastructure before the enemy advance, and the German supply
echelons could not keep up. Horses ate grain straight from the fields; men
marched whole days on nothing but raw carrots and cabbages.

While his right wing continued on its south-west axis, the logic of Moltke’s
orders was to pull the main thrust of his attack south and south-east. The
attacks along the Moselle — and the tough fighting encountered there — pulled
4. and 5. Armeen further in that direction to relieve the pressure on 6. and 7.
Armeen by attacking the rear of France’s eastern fortifications. Hausen — in the
centre — was now finding it increasingly difficult to keep contact with Biillow
to his right. Instead of continuing south-westwards in tandem with 1. and 2.
Armeen, he too was forced to turn south to support 4. Armee on his left.

On 29 August Joffre ordered limited counterattacks by his 3e, 4e and Se
Armeées in an attempt to buy more time for his regrouping manoeuvres. The
Se Armée (Lanrezac) attacked Biilow’s right flank and at Guise pushed it back
some Skm (3 miles). Losses on both sides were high. More crucially, Billow
had to order a 36-hour pause in the advance for his men to recover, and
requested the support of Kluck.
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5 September: 6e Armeée clashes with IV Reservekorps north-west of Meausx.

5/6 September: Kluck redeploys |l and IV Armeekorps to his right flank.

6 September: 6e Armée continues to attack.

6 September: Se Armée iries and fails to capture Esternay.

6 September: BEF outposts clash with the Germans.

6 September; advance guards of 10e Corps d’armee clash with those of X Reservekorps. Further east, French attempts to secure
the north bank of the Saint-Gond Marshes are rebuffed, while the Gardekorps drives in French outposts.

6/7 September: Kluck now recalls lll and IX Armeekorps. To cover the ensuing gap, 2. Armee goes on the defensive on its right,
The French 5e Armée reaches the Grand Morin as the Germans withdraw.

7 September: Be Armée renews its attack with reinforcements brought to the front by taxi.

. 7 September: X Armeekorps threatens to capture Sézanne, thus splitting the French line in fwo.

. B September: attempts by the Gardekorps and Xll Armeekorps 1o cross the Somme on the 7th are thwarted by French artillery, but
a pre-dawn attack on the French right the following morning captures 6—-8km of ground, and drives the French back in confusion.
. B September: the BEF force crossings of the Petit Morin.

. 8 September: 18e Corps d'armée turns 2. Armee’s flank at Marchais-en-Brie.

. 8 September: 10e Corps d'armée turns eastwards to help 9e Armee.

. 9 September; having secured the crossings over the marshes, the Germans capture Mondement, threatening the 9e Armée's centre.
. 9 September; now reinforced by Il and IX Armeekorps, Kluck goes on the offensive, driving back 6e Armée’s left.

. 9 September; 5e Armée tries to press north-eastwards, while the BEF reach the river Marne. The following day, the Germans

start to withdraw all along the line.

Dormans
XARN

S FOrE o 47| >k
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- German movement 6/9
German movement 9/9
--------- ~ British and French movement 6/9

British and French movement 8/9

18 miles
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A rather ramshackle collection
of wagons, supplying a
regiment of zouaves. Each
infantry battalion included a
train de combat — 54 wagons
strong — containing reserves of
food and ammunition, the
company cookers and the
medical officer's wagon. The
regimental HQ also had a
second echelon containing a
further 20 wagons, carrying
extra reserves of food.
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Meanwhile, Moltke was increasingly concerned about the gaps now
appearing between the armies of his centre and right. On 29 August he
ordered changes in their axes of advance to bring them closer together. 2., 3
and 5. Armeen were to advance southwards, while 1. Armee turned in a
south-easterly direction. Had Kluck continued on his previous line of march,
he would undoubtedly have disrupted the build-up of 6e Armée (Maunoury)
— and possibly gone on to envelop the BEE As it was, he now threatened the
rear of Se Armée.

The German advance had been momentarily checked, but the Allied
armies continued to withdraw out of harm’s way. The attitude of the British
remained unclear. Armed with permission from London to pulll back towards
the coast in the event of a German victory — and unduly pessimistic about the
condition of his men — Sir John French refused to support Se Armée in its
attacks. Indeed, he threatened to withdraw completely — if necessary as far as
the new BEF base depot at Saint-Nazaire on the Atlantic coast.

Such a move would torce the new 6e Armée to replace the BEF in the
Allied line, and the chance of enveloping the German right would be lost for
ever. Only the combined efforts of Lord Kitchener, then secretary of war, and
Jottre himself persuaded Sir John to cooperate. However, the retreat of the
BEF did have one unexpected benefit. It removed the British completely from
sight of the German advanced elements.

Jotfre had originally intended to hold a line along the rivers Somme and
Oise. But the pressure exerted by the Germans, and the precipitate withdrawal
of the BEF, had now made this impossible. Joffre ordered a further retreat —
this time as far as the southern bank of the Seine — but still hoped his forces
might be able to halt before reaching that line, possibly on the river Marne.

On 31 August the French launched further counterattacks west of Verdun.
Designed to realign the front line and allow the newly formed 9e Armée
(Foch) to enter the battle, these were of only limited duration. But when they




ceased Moltke assumed that a general counterattack had been defeated. And
on 2 September he ordered further changes in the direction of the German
advance to take advantage of what he perceived as French disarray. Taking
up a position on Biilow’s right flank, and somewhat to his rear, 1. Armee was
to turn to face west in order to screen Paris. Far from leading the offensive,
Kluck’s role was now to guard the German right wing. Moltke’s stated
intention was to drive the French south-eastwards — a sudden shift in strategy
from envelopment to breakthrough.

But 1. Armee was by now some kilometres in advance of Billow. Kluck
was convinced that the BEF was permanently out of action and that the
French forces on his flank were scattered units incapable of a concerted
attack. If he stopped now he might lose the chance to envelop 5e Armée.
Ignoring Moltke’s latest orders as irrelevant to the situation on the ground,
he decided to continue with his rapid advance.

Back in Luxembourg, Moltke was having second thoughts. What if the
French forces now gathered around Paris attacked the flank of 1. Armee as
it marched? On 4 September he issued new orders. While 6. and 7. Armeen
continued their attacks in Alsace, in an attempt to take advantage of French
troop withdrawals, 4. and 5. Armeen were to attack south-eastwards. The
aim was to trap the French around Verdun and Nancy. The 1. Armee — now
joined by 2. Armee — would resume its role as flank guard. And, in the centre,
3. Armee would hold its position. With these new orders, the emphasis of
the German invasion had definitively shifted. It was now seeking a decision
in just that fortified area of eastern France that Schlieffen’s original plan had
tried so hard to avoid.

Kluck did not receive these new orders until 0700hrs on 5 September —
after the day’s march had begun — and was still in no mood to be relegated
to the subordinate position intended for him. Only a visit that afternoon from
Oberstleutnant Richard Hentsch, the OHL (Oberste Heeresleitung — German
Supreme Headquarters) head of intelligence persuaded him to accept his new
role. But Kluck remained convinced that the BEF and the French in front of
him had been defeated and thus posed no threat: “The British have been
beaten repeatedly and will scarcely be induced to come forward quickly and
form a powerful offensive.’

The flank guard 1. Armee, IV Reservekorps, had no aviation component
and relied on its cavalry to warn of any approaching attack. But there seemed
to be nothing to worry about. All was quiet in that sector.
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THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE

MARNE

Geéneéeral Maunoury, commander
of 6e Armée. After the battle,

he said to his men, ‘It is with
deep emotion that | thank

you for giving me what all

my efforts, all my energy have
been directed towards for

43 years: revenge for 1870.
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THE BATTLE OF THE OURCQ, 5-9 SEPTEMBER

The French were soon aware that the Germans had changed direction.
German signal discipline was poor, and some messages, sent in the clear, were
duly intercepted. Aerial observation by aircraft operating out of Paris further
confirmed this intelligence. Général Gallieni, newly appointed military
governor of Paris, immediately proposed that 6e Armée should attack on the
open German right flank. But Joffre was less certain. He was reluctant to
move prematurely, wanting to be sure of the position in the centre of his line
before committing all his forces to battle.

Gallieni was primarily concerned for the safety of the capital city. For
Joftre, however, Paris was simply ‘a geographical expression’. Its safety would
best be assured by victory in the field. But this would require a little more time.
Jotfre’s own aerial reconnaissance reported that Kluck’s men were continuing
to move south-east. Extra forces in the form of 6e and 9e Armées were now
close to readiness. The armies of the French centre and right had all stabilized
their fronts. And the BEF had finally agreed to play its part. Taking everything
into account, Joffre predicted that his battle would begin on 7 September.

Jotfre issued his orders accordingly. 6e Armée was to advance eastwards
across the river Ourcq between Lizy-sur-Ourcq and May-en-Multien and then
continue forwards in the direction of Chateau-Thierry. The BEF, by now some
8km (5 miles) south of the Grand Morin, was to advance eastwards towards
Montmirail. 5S¢ Armée (Franchet d’Esperey) was to wait until the BEF had
attracted German attention and then drive northwards, its right flank covered
by the 9e (Foch).

Jotfre’s order of the day was unequivocal: ‘Now, as the battle is joined on
which the safety of the country depends, everyone must be reminded that this
is no longer the time for looking back. Every effort must be made to attack
and throw back the enemy. A unit which finds it impossible to advance must,
regardless of cost, hold its ground and be killed on the spot rather than fall
back. In the present circumstances no failure will be tolerated.’

Although 6e Armée constituted the main French strike force, it was hardly
fit for action. Many formations had already seen combat. 7e Corps d’armée
(Vautier) had lost some 3,000 men in Alsace. 5e Groupe de division de réserve
(Lamaze) — now strengthened by the addition of 45e Division d’infanterie
from Algeria and a brigade of untried infantry supplied by the Sultan of
Morocco — had fought on the Meuse. The men of 6e Groupe de divisions de
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1. 5 September; around 1200, 5e Groupe de divisions

de réserve clashes with IV Reservekorps north-west
of Meaux, The Germans successfully hold their

positions, but withdraw eastwards during the night
to better positions, while calling for reinforcements.

2. 6 September; the French attack the German lines,

but by now reinforced, the Germans once again hold
their positions.

3. 7 September; reinforcements reach the French,

transported in Paris taxi-cabs, but are unable to make
headway against the German defence. More German
reinforcements are dispatched.

4. 8 September: further French attacks wrest the village

of Etrépilly from the Germans, but an attempted flank
attack fails. The French are exhausted, and have to
go on the defensive.

5. 8 September: the German reinforcements arrive, and

atfack straight off the line of march, driving the French
left back considerably, The last French reserves
consist of a division of untried reservists and the
remnants of twa formations that have already suffered
heavy losses. But the following morning the Germans
have gone.
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LEFT

Looking north-east towards
Monthyon. From the farm on
the right of the village the first
shots of the battle were fired.

RIGHT

On 5 September 55 Division
d'infanterie advanced from

left to right across this ground.
The line of trees in the distance
marks the end of the road from
Villeroy; the clump of trees
immediately to the right marks
the grave of the men of 55e
and 56e Divisions d'infanterie.
The Germans, men of IR 66,
occupied the shallow slope

on the right.

BOTTOM

Moroccan chasseurs. These
regiments were not part of the
French Army. They were raised
In Morocco, with a mixture of
French and Moroccan officers
and NCOs, to assist in the
pacification of that country.,

As they marched, they chanted,
‘We come from Moulay Idriss
[the Sultan}/May God forgive
our sins’.
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reserve (Eberner) had clashed with 1. Armee in skirmishes around Cambrai:
Gallieni thought them exhausted and expected little of them. Sordet’s Corps
de cavalerie provided the cavalry component. But its horses were already
worn out by incessant marching and poor fodder. Also on its way to provide
extra reinforcements was 4e Corps d’armée (Boélle). Like the 7e, it had
already endured heavy losses. Beset by transport difficulties, it would arrive
in penny packets from 5 to 7 September.

To get into position 6e Armée had to move immediately. From his
headquarters at Le Raincy, on the outskirts of Paris, Maunoury sent out his
orders: the advance would begin early in the morning of 5 September. Issued
in a hurry, and at the last minute, these orders had nothing to say about the
likely strength of the opposing forces. There had been no time for such niceties
as strategic reconnaissance, even had the cavalry been ready and willing to
undertake it. Issued at midnight, Maunoury’s orders did not reach the front-
line regiments, some 20km (16 miles) away, until 0600hrs — a mere hour
before the advance was to begin. The French believed the main body of Kluck’s
1. Armee to be crossing the Marne, advancing south-eastwards. So they
expected to face little more than a few scattered flank guards or rear echelons.




5 September

In fact, the Germans were present in much greater strength than anticipated.
The main body of 1. Armee was by now well south of the Marne. Indeed,
by the morning of 5 September, its leading elements were advancing south
of the Grand Morin. However, some formations still remained north
of the Marne. Along with 4. Kavallerie-Division, the men of Gronau’s
IV Reservekorps (7. and 22. Reserve-Divisionen) were some 25km (16 miles)
further north than expected and had passed the night around Nanteuil-le-
Haudouin. Moving south they paused for a meal around 1100hrs near the
villages of Barcy and Chambry. Suddenly German cavalry — more alert than
their French counterparts — noticed enemy activity in the villages just over a
kilometre away to the west. Gronau now faced a dilemma. His men had not
yet seen action and were tired after days of marching under a hot sun. As
reserve divisions, his forces were also weaker in artillery than their regular
counterparts. And dropping off troops for lines of communications duties
had reduced them still further. Only 16 of Gronau’s 25 battalions had all four
companies present. Many of the cavalry horses had been requisitioned from
farms and were unsuitable for their role. And the corps signals detachment
was short of men and spare parts. Should he risk an attack against an enemy
of unknown strength?

The French advanced guards had also halted for midday refreshments.
The sun was hot and they had decided to pause at Plessis-’Evéque and Iverny
before advancing over the line of low hills to their front.

Gronau made his decision: “There 1s no help for 1t, we must attack.’
At 1230hrs three batteries of Reserve-Feldartillerie-Regiment 7 opened fire on
the villages held by the French. The battle of the Marne had begun.

Caught by surprise, the French still managed to respond immediately. One
battery of 75s began counter-battery fire, whilst another engaged the enemy
infantry columns now visible advancing down the shallow slopes towards
them. The infantry of 55e Division de réserve formed a hurried line to the east
of the villages of Iverny and Villeroy. But an attempted flanking movement by
the Brigade Marocaine towards Penchard was bloodily repulsed with over
1,200 casualties. Lieutenant Alphonse Juin was then an officer in the Brigade
Marocaine. He noted drily, “We must learn to adapt.” Seeking to disengage the
unfortunate Africans, the infantry of 55e Division de réserve advanced from
Villeroy. But they were met with heavy enemy fire. Amongst those killed was
the writer Charles Péguy, an officer serving with Ve/276e RI. One of his poems
included the prophetic line, ‘Happy are those who die in great battles.’

TOP

General Alexander von
Linsingen (1850-1935),
commander of Il Armeekorps.
Linsingen would spend most
of the war on the Eastern Front,
where he rose to command

his own army group.

BOTTOM

The hill at Trocy, where much
of the German reserve artillery
was located. Just visible in the
centre is the spire of the church
at Etrepilly, showing how
deeply the village is situated

in its valley,
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FRENCH FORCES

5e Groupe de divisions de réserve (Général

Beaudenom de Lamaze)

55e Division de réserve (Général Leguay)

110e Brigade (Général Malubray)

1 Ve & Vie Bataillons, 231e Régiment

d'infanterie

Ve & Vle Bataillons, 246e Régiment

d'infanterie

Ve & Vle Bataillons, 2762 Régiment

d'infanterie

Groupe of three batteries, 13e Régiment

dartillerie

Groupe of three batteries, 30e Régiment

dartillerie

Groupe of three batteries, 45e Réegiment

d‘artillerie

Brigade Maracaine (Général Ditte)

7 Ve & Ve Bataillons, 1er Régiment de chasseurs
indigénes

8 ler and lle Bataillons, 2e Regiment de
chasseurs indigénes

:

ﬁ.

56e Division de réserve (Général de Dartein)

112e Brigade (Général Cornille)

9 Ve & Vle Bataillons, 350e Régiment
d'Infanterie

10 Ve & Vle Bataillons, 361e Régiment
d'Infanterie

11 65e Bataillon de chasseurs a pied

12 69¢ Bataillon de chasseurs a pied

13 Groupe of three batteries, 40e Régiment
d‘artillerie '

EVENTS

1 0715hrs: French cavalry reports Monthyon—Penchard
area free of the enemy.

2 1100hrs: advancing German scouts reveal the
presence of French forces, and the corps commander
decides to attack. 7. Reserve-Division is sent to advance
along the south edge of Saint-Soupplets Wood, clearing
the wood at the same time; 22. Reserve-Division is sent
to cover its left flank.

3 1200hrs: an artillery duel opens, as skirmishers deploy
on both sides.

4 1330hrs: an attempt to hold the village of Saint-
Soupplets by the 361e is foiled by the German advance,
and the French are forced to withdraw into the wood.
Supported by the two chasseur battalions, they manage
to form, and hold, a line in the thick woodland.

5 1400hrs: an attempt by a company of Vie/276e to
drive off the enemy artillery is driven back. The German
artillery is obliged to withdraw out of range of the
French guns.

6 1500hrs: the Brigade Marocaine advances through
Chauconin and Neufmontiers, reaching Penchard, but
is halted by artillery and small-arms fire. On the other
flank, the 350e makes an attempt to recapture aint-
Soupplets, but is driven back without reaching any

of its objectives.

7 1600hrs: the German counterattack by 44. Reserve-
Brigade inflicts heavy casualties on the Moroccans, and

they are forced to withdraw behind the village of Villeroy.
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8 1630hrs: Ve/276e Rl advances to cover the retreat of
the Moroccans, but it too loses many men to German
fire, and has to fall back in its turn. The 246e is in danger
of being enveloped, and begins to withdraw. But the
231e advances and the French line is re-established.

9 1700hrs: the Germans advance to the line of the
Ru de la Sorciére and hold all attempts by the French
to dislodge them.

10 1800hrs: the French make anaother attempt to
capture Saint-Soupplets, but are unable to cross |
the fields between the wood and the village.

11 1200hrs; another attermnpt is made to retake Saint-
Scupplets by 65e BCP; it succeeds, but only because
the Germans have withdrawn.

1930hrs: ‘cease fire' is sounded. The Germans, concerned
about their right flank, fall back during the night to
better positions.

THE OPENING DAY OF THE BATTLE OF THE OURCAQ,

5 SEPTEMBER 1914

Both French and German forces deploy from their lines of march in an unexpected and bloody encounter battle.
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IV Reservekorps {General der Artillerie von
Gronau) [

7. Reserve-Division (Generalleutnant Graf von
Schwerin)

13. Reserve-Brigade {(Generalmajor von Dressler
und Scharfenstein)

A Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 27 (two
battalions)

B |l Bataillon, Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 36

14. Reserve-Brigade (Generalmajor von
Wienstowski)

C Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 66 (three

battalions)

|| Bataillon, Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 72

Reserve-Jager-Bataillon 4

Reserve-schwere-Reiter-Regiment 1

Reserve-Feld-Artillerie-Regiment 7 (two

battalions)
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22. Reserve-Division (Generalleutnant Riemann)

H lll Bataillon, Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 71

| Il Bataillon, Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 94

J Reserve-Jiger-Bataillon 11

44. Reserve-Brigade (Generalmajor von
Miihlenfels)

K Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 32 (three
battalions)

L Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 82 (three
battalions)

M |l Bataillon, Reserve-Infanterie-Regiment 27
(detached from 7. Reserve-Division)

N Reserve-Jager-Regiment zu Pferd 1

O R:—:-sewe—FeId—ArtiIierie-Hegiment 22 (two
battalions)
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Hoherer Kavallerie Kommandeur 2
(General der Kavallerie von der Marwitz)
4. Kavallerie-Division
(Generalleutnant von Garnier) :,é
P 17.Kavallerie-Brigade (Generalmajor
Grafvon Schimmelmann)
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Mildred Aldrich was an American civilian living some 8km (5 miles)
distant, in a village south of the Marne. She paints a vivid picture of the action:

The battle had advanced over the crest of the hill. The sun was shining
brilliantly on Mareuil and Chauconin, but Monthyon and Penchard were
enveloped in smoke. From the east and west we could see the artillery fire, but
owing to the smoke hanging over the crest of the hill on the horizon, it was
impossible to get an idea of the positions of the armies... the Germans were...
to be pushed east, in which case the artillery to the west must either be the
French or the English. The hard thing to bear was all that guesswork. There was
only noise, belching smoke, and long drifts of white clouds concealing the hill.

Further north the advanced posts of 56e Division de réserve were forced to
withdraw from Saint-Soupplets towards the wood of Tilliéres. Then a follow-
up attack by RIR 27 (7. Reserve-Division) resulted in confused and bitter
fighting in the wood itself. 14e Division d’infanterie (7e Corps d’armée),
arriving in the midst of this mayhem, found itself thrown straight into action,
moving towards Bouillancy in an attempt to locate the German flank.

That evening Gronau took stock. Concerned for his right flank, he decided
his losses had been too great — and his consumption of ammunition too high
— to continue his attack for a second day. He therefore issued orders to
withdraw, taking up a position with his back to the Ourcq and with both
flanks secure. At the same time he contacted Kluck to ask for help. His
commander responded immediately. II Armeekorps (Linsingen) was closest to
Gronau and was sent back across the Marne to his assistance.

6 September

Just betore dawn, French patrols made a cautious entry into the village of
Monthyon, but they found only stragglers and wounded. The Germans had
withdrawn. Carrying on over the ridge that had formed their objective the
previous day, the French moved down the other side towards the Multien Plateau.
This was rolling countryside, crossed by several streams in deep, brush-filled
valleys, but otherwise providing little cover. Most of the land was in cultivation,
either cereals or sugar beet. The cereal had been gathered in, but the beet harvest
was just about to begin. A number of large, walled farmhouses studded the
countryside — many including small factory buildings for beet processing. The
area was dominated by the hills at Penchard and Monthyon in the west, and by
a low ridge between the Thérouanne and Gergogne streams to the north-east.
Gronau had designated the western edge of the plateau as his defence line and
placed his command post at Saint-Féron farm, near Trocy-en-Multien.

Clashes between the two advanced guards began around 1000hrs. The 56e
Division de réserve was ordered to advance towards Saint-Soupplets and
Forfry; 55e Division de réserve towards Marcilly and Barcy; and 4 5e Division
d’infanterie towards Penchard and Chambry. 7e Corps d’armée was to attack
the Multien Ridge. By midday an artillery duel had intensified and close action
was imminent.

Just then elements of II Armeekorps began to arrive on the scene. Setting up
his headquarters at Beauval, just east of Trocy-en-Multien, Linsingen quickly
grasped what the French were trying to do and split his force accordingly.
3. Infanterie-Division was ordered to take its place opposite the French right at
Varreddes. Meanwhile 4. Infanterie-Division was sent to the opposite flank, to
Rosoy-en-Multien, to counter the French turning movement.




But the new arrivals had not gone unnoticed by French aerial reconnaissance,
and Maunoury took immediate action. Quick to perceive the threat now facing
his right, he reinforced the attacks of 55e and 56e Divisions de réserve with 45e
Division d’infanterie and ordered the newcomers to be ‘thrown into the Marne’.

289¢ RI (109¢e Brigade, 55¢ Division) was made up of men who lived in
this very area. They had found the previous day particularly hard. Passing
through the village of Iverny, for example, some were shocked to see their
own homes in flames — the whereabouts of their families unknown. Their
comrades in 110e Brigade were also in a difficult position. They had taken
heavy casualties on 5 September and had exhausted almost all their small-
arms ammunition. But, before they had time to resupply, they were thrust
back into the firing line. Their brigadier, Général de Mainbray, is reported to
have taken one look at the open, featureless plain his men were to cross and
wept. Throughout a long hot afternoon, the French tried again and again to
reach the German lines. Units and sub-units coalesced into an ‘immense line
of riflemen deployed [in an] irregular chain, sinuous in appearance, formed
of links so closely attached that a movement at one end [rippled] down in
waves to the other’. By 1630hrs they could do no more — 246e RI, for
example, had lost nearly 600 men — and they withdrew to Barcy.

It was a similar story for 56e Division de réserve before Etrépilly, and for
the 45¢ and the Moroccans at Chambry. Much blood had been spilt but no
progress made. With only one exception the Germans were content to remain
within their defences. A counterattack against 56e Division de réserve was
launched from the village of Etrépilly around 1700hrs, but this was broken
up by four 75s firing over open sights at a range of 800m (875 yards).

On the French left, 14e Division d’infanterie and 63e Division de réserve
were no more successful in their attempts to turn the German flank. The 14¢
had managed to establish itself in Acy-en-Multien. But a vigorous counterattack
by 4. Infanterie-Division, supported by some battalions from 7. Reserve-
Division, first stopped the French advance and then drove it back, recapturing
Acy. For Leutnant Behrig, battalion adjutant of II./IR 14, the German
counterattack was ‘like a battle picture from 1870... hundreds of men charging
forward, hundreds cheering at the tops of their voices’. Driving in the German
pickets, 63e Division de réserve had more success. It captured Champfleury
Farm and the village of Puisieux after a bitter struggle. But, in the face of
German fire, it could not cross the open ground to the east.

LEFT

The centre of the village of
Barcy. From here 55e Division
d'infanterie mounted a series
of fruitless assaults on the
position of 3. Infanterie-
Division above Varreddes.

RIGHT

Locking across a beet field
towards the German positions
at Varreddes, marked by the
distant line of trees (centre).
On 6 September the men of
55e Division d'infanterie strove
in vain to cross these fields
under withering fire.

35



.nf.._..-.#ﬂ.r._ % 3 i v .~ o A 1 e Oy FiE i




n..__.‘-'

L,

ol
1
L
i
|

.

=




THE TAXIS OF THE MARNE (pp. 36-37)

Using taxis was an exceptional piece of improvization on the
part of Général Gallieni. By the evening of 6 September, the men
of 7e Division d'infanterie had been travelling for 12 days, and
were in no condition to march a further 60km (37 miles) to the
front at Nanteuil. But it was vital to get them there as quickly as
possible. Using his powers as military governor of Paris, Gallieni
requisitioned 1,200 |local taxis (1), which assembled outside the
Invalides that afternoon. Most were 12hp Renault AG or AG-1,
although there were also some Panhards, Clément-Bayards and
Peugeots. Picking up men of 103e and 104e Rlis (2) in Livry, on
the outskirts of Paris, around 1900hrs, they reached their
destination around 0200hrs the following morning. They then
turned round and formed a second convoy, transporting the
remainder of the two regiments. The effort was not without its
problems. Some drivers ignored convoy discipline, overtaking

38

others in an effort to get to their destination quickly. Others
diverted from the route in order to get a little food or drink for
their passengers — such was the hurry to get the men to the
front that no food had been issued that morning — and had to
be returned to the convoy by police. The taxi drivers (3), all aged
over 50, and working for some 40 hours with only short breaks,
returned to their depots to work out the bill. Tariff number 2
(more than two persons outside the city boundaries) was 75
centimes for the first 750m (820 yards) and a further 10
centimes for each extra 250m (270 yards), of which the driver
received 27 per cent. The French Treasury paid out 70,102 francs
altogether. After their heroic efforts on 6—7 September, taxis
continued to play a part in the battle. They were used to return
officers to their units (in one case coming under fire), and on

8 and 15 September to evacuate the wounded.



Yet the French had succeeded in weakening their opponents. Morale,
especially in IV Reservekorps, was very low indeed. Evening enabled both
sides to take stock, and Linsingen once again contacted Kluck. He needed
more support, preferably by first light. ‘The battle along the line Etavigny—
north of Varreddes has only halted the enemy by extensive artillery fire. Since
IV Reservekorps has suffered the loss of much of its fighting strength, and II
Armeekorps is facing superior numbers, it is vital that IV Armeekorps should
intervene by 0500hrs.”

Kluck obliged at once, ordering IV Armeekorps to turn round and join the
German forces on the Ourcq. At the same time, he moved his HQ to be nearer
the battle — from Rebais, south of the Marne, first to Charly-sur-Marne, and
then north again to Vendrest, above the Ourcq Valley. General Arnim,
commanding IV Armeekorps, arrived at Linsingen’s headquarters at 0200hrs
on 7 September. The two men now devised a plan for the coming day. Like
1T Armeekorps, IV Armeekorps would be split. 7. Infanterie-Division would
g0 to join 4. Infanterie-Division in the north, moving to the extreme right to
forestall and if possible outflank the French flanking movements. Meanwhile
8. Infanterie-Division was to bolster IV Reservekorps. 3. Infanterie-Division,
positioned on the outside of a loop of the Ourcq, under French artillery fire
and with its rear towards the advancing BEE, would have to look after itself.
Linsingen would take command of the southern sector of the defences;
Arnim, the northern.

Meanwhile Kluck was still taking stock of his situation. Two corps now
remained south of the Marne — IIl Armeekorps (Lochow) and IX Armeekorps
(Quast). At 2100hrs he ordered them to halt in their current positions and
placed them under the temporary command of 2. Armee. But later that night
he changed his mind. Still mindful of the problems facing his right, he recalled
both corps and ordered them to march north immediately. This would leave
a dangerous gap between his left flank and the right of 2. Armee. But Kluck
remained unconcerned. In his view, he still had plenty of time to overcome the
French opposite him, before resuming his march south-eastwards and going
on to defeat Se Armeée.

The interior of Champfleury
Farm after its garrison — [I[./RIR
27 — was driven away by men
of 63e Division d'infanterie

on 6 September.
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Champfleury Farm from

the south. The farm dominates
the approaches to Etrépilly,
which lies just off the photo

to the right.
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Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 2 (Marwitz) was now the only formation
remaining at Kluck’s disposal. And Marwitz’s men were no longer at full strength.
4. Kavallerie-Division was already involved in the fighting on the Ourcq, leaving
only 2. and 9. Kavallerie-Divisionen to cover 1. Armee’s left flank.

7 September

Reinforcements were also arriving on the French side as the various regiments
making up 4e Corps d’armée began to reach the Paris stations, though they
were worn out by the tighting they had experienced in the east and by their
five-day train journey. Their commander requested they be given 48 hours’
rest to recover. Out of the question, came Gallieni’s reply. The corps was
immediately split up and its two divisions allotted to different sectors of the
front. 8e Division d’infanterie was to head south of Meaux, to serve as a link
with the advancing BEE Meanwhile, the men of 7e Division d’infanterie were
needed to reinforce the left of 6e Armée — 50km (31 miles) away. But one
problem remained. How to get them there?

A railway went part of the way, as far as Crépy-en-Valois. But recent
sightings of German troops in the neighbourhood had led to fears that the
track had been sabotaged. Just a few days earlier, the government had
requisitioned all the taxis in Paris. Might they provide the answer? The taxis
— and their drivers — were quickly called together and the men clambered
aboard. Space was limited — with four men crammed inside each vehicle
and one more in the luggage compartment — so in the event only 103e and
104e RlIs travelled in this way. And the taxi drivers, though willing, had
no idea of convoy discipline. With units and sub-units arriving mixed up,
it took precious hours to restore a semblance of order. Nevertheless, the
heroic intervention of the ‘taxis of the Marne’ quickly seized the popular
imagination and became the enduring image of the battle.

Meanwhile the Germans had reorganized themselves into three battlegroups
under the overall command of Linsingen: the Nordgruppe under Arnim,
consisting of 4. and 7. Infanterie-Divisionen, plus 16. Infanterie-Brigade; the
Mittelgruppe under Gronau (8. Infanterie-Division, less 16. Infanterie-Brigade,
and 7. Reserve-Division); and the Siidgruppe under Generalleutnant von
Trossel (Trossel’s own 3. Infanterie-Division and 22. Reserve-Division).
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As the early morning mist cleared, the French resumed their attacks. In a
day of see-saw action, 45e Division d’infanterie tried once again to cross the
fields to the east of Chambry, only to be stopped in its tracks by German artillery
and small-arms fire. The village of Puisieux was held, but only thanks to the
intervention of five batteries of Se RA, commanded by Colonel Robert Nivelle.
Firing over open sights, their guns succeeded in breaking up a German
counterattack. Following this rebuff, the Germans chose once mote not to press
and resumed their positions. A determined attack from IR 32 drove 63¢e Division
de réserve away from Nogeon Farm. But the French quickly countered, retook
the farm and captured one of IR 32’ colours into the bargain.

Further north 14e Division d’infanterie was pressed back further by enemy
attacks, but the Germans could not break through. At Betz, 61e Division de
réserve tried to work its way around the German flank. Defending the village
were the men of 7. Infanterie-Division. Newly arrived after a 60km (37-mile)
approach march, they nevertheless gave a good account of themselves and the
French were driven back in some disorder towards Nanteuil-le-Haudouin.
The Corps de cavalerie then organized an old-fashioned raid — 5e Division de
cavalerie was sent to attack across the rear of the German right flank. But this
failed to produce any noticeable slackening in the overall pressure.

In the centre Etrépilly was once again the main focus of attention. Situated
in a shallow valley, it controlled access to the hill behind Trocy, where much
of the German reserve artillery was stationed. The village itself was held by
II/RIR 32, with the three battalions of RIR 82 — the other regiment of the
brigade — positioned just to the north. During the course of the afternoon the
Germans made several attempts to advance westwards. But on each occasion
they were driven back by small-arms and artillery fire. As evening fell they
were still in the village — tired, hungry, thirsty and discouraged.

Suddenly, from the west, their advance posts were driven in by an attack
from 2e bis Zouaves. The defenders panicked and a crowd of men — French
and German — rushed through the main street. A second attack by 350e and
294e RIs now came from the north-west. This forced the Germans to
withdraw still further from the centre of the village and eventually to abandon
it altogether. But senior officers, including the brigadier and the regimental
commander, halted their hasty retreat with pistols drawn.

Night had now fallen and the Germans tried to re-enter the village by the
light of burning hayricks. The zouaves had lost their commanding officer and
many of their men in a desperate firefight around the cemetery. So, fearful of
being cut off and surrounded in the dark, the French withdrew. And, after
driving off the enemy, so too did the Germans.

LEFT

The interior of Nogecn Farm
some months after the battle.
On the right the chimney
marks the small beet-
processing factory common
to many farms in the area.
The farms were all solidly
built with thick walls placed
around a courtyard, making
them ideal for defence.

RIGHT
Qutside the main gate
of Nogeon Farm.
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That same evening another surprise attack was launched — this time by the
Brigade Marocaine — against the left wing of 3. Infanterie-Division, around
Varreddes. The division remained in a precarious situation, occupying the
edge of the plateau above the village and the canalized river Ourcq — with the
advancing British somewhere to the rear. Again the sudden attack led to panic
among some of the defenders. But, rallying to the call of the ‘Enemy Broken
Through’, a scratch force of men from four different units, infantry and
artillery, succeeded in driving off the attackers.

8 September

At dawn on 8 September, French artillery opened fire on the positions of the
German artillery reserve, 24 batteries strong, at Trocy. Faced with yet another
attack, Gronau was unsure whether the battered units of IV Reservekorps
would be able to resist ‘a noticeably stronger enemy’. His corps had no reserves,
‘having spent the whole day under a hot sun without water or food, waiting in
vain either to be relieved or reinforced’. The regimental cookers and baggage
had failed to join up with their parent units. The rear areas were clogged with
wounded and stragglers, and the smoke from burning hayricks mingled with
the smell from the corpses — of men and horses — blocking the nearby streams.
In the event Gronau’s fears went unrealized. The French, exhausted by the
effort of the previous few days, were unable to press any attacks. In the evening
5. Infanterie-Division arrived from the Marne. Worn out by its exertions, it
nevertheless went straight into the line to support IV Reservekorps.

But Gronau’s men were not the only ones who were suffering. The
continuous action was taking its toll right across the German lines. In mid-
morning 3. Infanterie-Division pulled back from the heights above Varreddes,
creating a shortened line to the south of Etrépilly, between the village and the
Ourcq. The division was certainly exhausted, but the threat posed by the
advancing BEF also played its part. So too did the imminent loss of a regiment
to act as flank guard.

Further north 7e Division d’infanterie was fully assembled behind French
lines by early morning. But no move was made to send it on a flanking
mission around the German right. Instead it was simply fed into the line to
the south of 61e Division de réserve — replacing losses rather than providing
a decisive intervention. During the morning 7e Division d’infanterie made
progress towards the village of Etavigny, whilst 61e Division de réserve
secured Montrolles Wood. But at nightfall the forward units of the 61e
withdrew and units of 7e Division d’infanterie were forced to follow suit.
Attempts by the Corps de cavalerie to find the German right flank were
brushed aside. An evening thunderstorm put paid to combat for the day.

216e RI, made up of reservists from the Massif Central, had found the
past three days of fighting very hard:

The lines of riflemen that manoeuvred with such precision were brought to
earth by machine-gun fire. Losses were severe. Almost all the senior officers
were out of action. Despite this, the regiment tried to advance. But the enemy,
concealed behind the banks alongside a main road, forced them to ground every
time with horritic machine gun fire. Then the ‘coalboxes’, with their dreadful
noise and huge craters, wore down nerves that were already frayed to breaking
point. Damn these fields of beetroot!... Five officers were killed, sixteen
wounded. And to cap it all, our 75s took no notice of where we were and
shelled our advanced positions, which removed all our urgency in continuing



the attack. Fortunately, night fell. What was left of the regiment fell back several
hundred metres in the rear, illuminated by the fires of burning houses and
hayricks. Half the regiment were casualties. The Supply Officer, Lieutenant
Monneyron, brought up some food, but no-one could be bothered to set to and
cook it. Only some tobacco was welcome. Worn out by three days of fighting,
the regiment fell into the sleep of the dead.

216¢e RI had begun the battle with a total of 3,202 men and 37 officers;
that evening only 1,146 men and 14 officers remained to answer the roll.

Disappointed with the facilities at Vendrest, Kluck decided to move his
headquarters again — this time to La Ferté-Milon, a further 15km (9 miles) to
the north. Just short of the town, French cavalry, for once taking the otfensive,
ambushed his convoy. Only the timely arrival of an infantry battalion, which
drove the French off, allowed Kluck to reach his headquarters in safety.

Joffre had by now decided that 6e Armée was incapable of maintaining its
push towards Chateau-Thierry. III and IX Armeekorps were reinforcing 1.
Armee, and troops released by the fall of Maubeuge on 7 September would
soon be arriving as well. But 6e Armée still had an important role to play:
keeping up the pressure on the Germans to draw their attention away from
the advances of the BEF and 5e Armée. Meanwhile Maunoury prepared for
the worst — a strong German counterattack — by readying a final defensive line
along the line of higher ground Plessis—Belleville-Monthyon—Penchard.

9 September

By the morning of 9 September the whole of IIl Armeekorps had completed its
march from the Marne — a journey of over 80km (50 miles) in two days. 5.
Infanterie-Division had immediately gone to bolster the tired units of IV
Reservekorps. 6. Infanterie-Division now marched off to the right flank. Walter
Bloem, commanding 2./Gren.R. 12 later recalled the exertions of the march:

[t was impossible to keep a proper order of march... the whole company [was]
dislocated. You scold, you admonish, you try to crack a joke. No response, not
a sound, not a smile: neither laughter nor grumbling. Spirits are rock-bottom,
and there is only the monotonous tramp of blistered feet, tired to death. And so
it went on for hour after hour. Whoever asked this of the men knew he was asking
the impossible. There must [have been] a lot, no, everything, resting on it.

Although they had further to march, the men of IX Armeekorps were not
that far behind and soon took up their place on the right. Kluck’s orders for
the day began, ‘“Tomorrow the decisive action will take place with an
enveloping attack by the northern wing (IX Armeekorps, 6. Infanterie-
Division and 4. Kavallerie-Division) from the direction of Cuvergnon.’

The blow expected by Maunoury came early in the morning. Both
divisions of IX Armeekorps, with 6. Infanterie-Division under command,
attacked the positions of 61e Division de réserve, and the French were driven
back in some disorder. With the sudden withdrawal of the 61e, 7e Division
d’infanterie had to fall back as well. Eventually the intermingled regiments of
the two divisions managed to form a precarious defensive line.

Later that morning the French were attacked from a different quarter, with
the arrival of Brigade Lepel (43. Reserve-Brigade, 22. Reserve Division) — troops
released from lines of communication duties in Brussels. Going straight into
action from the line of march, the brigade brushed aside the 315e and 317e, the
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After the battle Moroccan
chasseurs gather in front

of the church at Neufmontiers
to sort through abandoned
German equipment in search
of souvenirs.
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two reserve regiments posted as flank guards, and threatened the flank of the
retreating 61e Division de réserve. Reaching as far as Nanteuil-le-Haudouin,
elements of the brigade cut the main road south of the town, provoking panic
amongst the rear echelon troops there. Once again the French artillery saved
the day. Two groups of 44e RA engaged the enemy over open sights around
Chevreville, and once again the German attack broke up.

Kluck urged speed on his commanders. He aimed to deal first with
Maunoury before wheeling again to tackle the BEF, coming up from the
south. But events were beginning to escape his control. He was obliged to
pull back his southernmost units - 3., 4. and 8. Infanterie-Divisionen, and 7.
and 22. Reserve-Divisionen — to protect his left flank against the threat posed
by the BEE

lere Division de cavalerie launched a tentative movement against the
German flank, and this seemed to be enough for Lepel. He withdrew
northwards around 1800hrs to avoid encirclement, and the French cavalry
did not press the point.

The French line was now bent at right angles with its left in the air.
Abandoning attempts to maintain a link with the BEE, 8e Division d’infanterie
was recalled to block the road to Paris. Gallieni scraped together what he
could of the troops remaining in the capital to provide Maunoury with further
reinforcements. But it would not be sufficient. The men of 6e Armée had
suffered very heavy losses and were exhausted. The German attack expected
at dawn on 10 September would be enough to send Maunoury’s troops Into
headlong retreat, and Paris would be lost.

Heavy action in the fighting around Nogeon Farm had reduced 60e RI to
just 12 officers and 926 men, commanded by a captain. That evening, one
officer recalled, “after five days and nights of fighting, [we were| decimated,
exhausted, starving. We threw ourselves down on some open ground, having
nothing else left inside us other than the knowledge that in the morning we
would have to obey the order to either advance or die where we stood.’

But the attack he was expecting never came. Patrols reported that the
German positions were empty and the enemy in retreat. There was little the
French infantry could do to stop them. But the cavalry did move forward and
captured another enemy colour. At Mont-I’Evéque, near Senlis, a captain of
3e Hussars succeeded in taking the colour of Ldw.IR 94.
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Général Foch, commander
of 9e Armée. As a former
director of the French staff
college, Foch helped lay the
theoretical groundwork for
the army's offensive spirit,
He placed particular emphasis
on the will to fight - ‘a battle
is only lost when you believe
it lost”. But another general
caustically remarked that
Foch 'knew nothing of the
practicalities of combat'.
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THE BATTLE OF THE SAINT-GOND MARSHES,
6-10 SEPTEMBER

While Kluck raced ahead on the German right, Moltke had wider concerns.
Reports were coming in of a British landing at Ostend and of the dispatch of
a Russian corps to Britain. Both would threaten his lines of communication.
Moltke decided to increase the pressure on the French positions around
Verdun, in another attempt to unhinge the French lines. He also planned to
transfer 7. Armee to Belgium, But for the moment he was unable to disengage.

Geneéral Sarrail, who had replaced Ruffey as commander of 3e Armée,
was determined to hold on to the fortress town of Verdun. For Joffre,
however, Verdun was of secondary importance. Like Paris, it was just one
town. Joffre was more concerned about the integrity of his line as a whole.
5. Armee succeeded in crossing the Meuse, but their advance was held up by
the ring of forts around Verdun. Meanwhile their comrades in 4. Armee could
make little headway in terms of ground. But the overall pressure exerted by
the Germans drew more and more elements of 4e Armée into battle. The
result was a gap, some 20km (12 miles) wide, in the centre of the French line,
between 4e and Se Armées.

With no strategic reserve, Joffre had to look elsewhere to find the men to
plug the breach. He took two corps (9e and 11e) from 4e Armée and added
more troops from 1ére Armée — 9e Division de cavalerie, plus a division that
had been serving in Morocco when war broke out. Command of this newly
created 9e Armée was given to Général Ferdinand Foch, the commander of
20e Corps d’armée.

Opposing Foch were elements from 2. and 3. Armeen, both of them
weakened by the demands of the Belgian and Eastern fronts. 2. Armee had lost
VII Reservekorps to the siege of Maubeuge and the Garde-Reservekorps as
reinforcements to East Prussia. 3. Armee had lost 24. Reserve-Division to the
siege of Givet and XI Armeekorps to the Russian Front. 3. Armee found itself
in a particularly invidious position. Repeatedly called upon to support its
neighbouring armies, 2. and 4., it had been unable to impose any consistent
pressure on the French.

The terrain occupied by 9e Armée fell into three distinct sections. To the
west lay the Brie Plateau. This was rolling, heavily wooded countryside, cut
—some 80m (262ft) below the level of the plateau itself — by the steep-sided,
winding valley of the Petit Morin. Further east the ground rose to form
several ridges, marking the boundary of the Paris basin. The southernmost,
Allemant Ridge, was a key point, offering views in both directions —
northwards towards the Petit Morin and southwards towards the Seine. To
the north, the ridges created a natural amphitheatre. This enclosed a plain
that included several isolated hills, such as Mont Aofit and Mont-Aimé, and
also the formidable obstacle of the Saint-Gond marshes, extending on either
side of the Petit Morin.

Attempts had been made to drain the marshes, and the land was criss-
crossed by drainage ditches that fed into canalized streams. But, in 1914, they
were still sizeable — some 3km (2 miles) wide and 19km (12 miles) long.
Although it was possible to make progress across country in dry weather,
heavy rain could soon reduce the fields to a quagmire. Three roads and
five trackways, built up on causeways, provided the only routes across the
marshes. But all were unmetalled and they too could very quickly turn
to mud.



To the east of the ridges lay the start of the Champagne plain. This was
virtually flat country, studded with pine copses, with poor soil and few
watercourses. Among these were the Somme (not the river later to become so
well known to the BEF), the Vaure and the Maurienne. Some writers would
later claim that this was the area of the ‘champs Catalauniques’, where Attila
and his army of Huns had suffered defeat in AD 450. The parallel between
these two decisive battles — an army from the east defeated by an army made
up largely of Franks — made the comparison too good to resist.

On 4 September Moltke ordered the change of direction in the German
advance that would see 1. and 2. Armeen deployed as flank guards. 2. Armee
(Biillow) was to take up a position between the Marne and the Seine tacing
south-westwards. However, 3. Armee (Hausen) was to continue its advance,
heading towards Troyes and Vendoeuvre. German patrols were just S0km
(31 miles) from Paris.

On 5 September Joffre sent orders to his army commanders to resume the
offensive. 9e Armée was to hold its ground. Meanwhile 5e Armée, 6e Armée
and the BEF were to advance, turning the German flank and rolling up the
whole of the enemy line. 9¢ Armée was disposed along a 20km (12-mile) front
beside the Petit Morin and the Somme, guarding the southern exits from
the Saint-Gond marshes and the western end of the Champagne plain.
Nevertheless, it proved impossible to close up completely with 4e Armee. Just
one cavalry division had to suffice to fill the gap between the right flank of the
9e and the left flank of the 4e. Foch reacted to his essentially defensive orders
by throwing out advanced posts on the north side of the marshes.

6 September

To Foch’s left the French were on the offensive; Se Armée was already
marching northwards into the gap in the German front created when II
Armeekorps withdrew to the Ourcq. But to his front the situation was very
different. Here 2. Armee had already advanced across the Petit Morin, and
10e Corps d’armée (Desforges) collided with X Reservekorps around the
village of Charleville, south-east of Montmirail.

When 20e Division d’infanterie tried to bypass Charleville to the west, 1t was
halted by 2. Garde-Reserve-Division. To their right the struggle for Charleville
itself would involve elements from four different regiments and two different
divisions — 20e and 42e — as the village was lost and then recaptured by 9e
Armée. The neighbouring community of Villeneuve-les-Charleville was the focus
of a similar struggle — 151e RI losing and recapturing the village three times in
the course of the afternoon. Further east the fighting was equally fierce. The
Hanoverians of 19. Infanterie-Division made a vigorous assault on the rest of
the front occupied by 42e Division d’infanterie. Meanwhile a similar see-saw
struggle ensued for Branle Wood and the village of Soizy-aux-Bois. However, the
Germans were prevented from advancing further by French artillery, and they
spent the night of 6-7 September in the woods on the south side of the river.

The French sustained heavy losses in all these actions. In asking why,
Général Grossetti (42e Division d’infanterie) identified faults that perhaps
should have been remedied in pre-war manoeuvres: ‘In today’s attacks, our
infantry were hit two or three times by our own artillery, and equally suffered
severe losses that could have been prevented, because of [our] failure to prepare
the attack with artillery fire, and [our] use of formations that were far too
dense... numerous platoons stood shoulder-to-shoulder without any intervals.
Two companies were deployed where one would have been sufficient.’
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The village of Corfélix, looking
eastwards up the valley of

the Petit Morin, remained
relatively unscathed,
considering that 19. Infanterie-
Division had mounted its
attacks on Soizy through

the village.
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In Charleville the situation of the French was so exposed that Desforges
gave his brigadier (Général Cadoudal, 40e Brigade) permission to withdraw.
But Cadoudal was implacable in his response to the hapless staff officer who
brought the message. ‘How could I dare evacuate [a] position,’ he retorted,
‘that has so resisted the enemy, abandoning the bodies of the men who
sacrificed themselves to hold it? Tell Général Desforges that [ am staying in
Charleville, and he will find me here, no matter what.’

On the French right flank the Bretons of 11e Corps d’armée (Eydoux) were
playing an entirely defensive role. They dug in along the line of the Somme to
control the crossing points on the river, taking up positions between the
villages of Morains-le-Petit and Lenharrée, with isolated battalions further
south-eastwards, as far as the railway junction at Sommesous. At the northern
end of their front, the men of 2. Garde-Infanterie-Division were doing better
than their comrades in 1. Garde-Infanterie-Division. They managed to force
21e Division d’infanterie out of many of its positions during the afternoon.
And by evening the French had lost control of the neck of land between the
marshes and the Somme. Further south Général Eydoux was scrambling to
put the rest of his battalions into some kind of defensive order. But he met
with little success. The front was too long to hold comfortably with the two
divisions of regulars and one of reservists available to him.

To the west 9e Corps d’armée (Dubois) threw men across the marshes
to hold the northern end of the crossings. But there he encountered troops
from 20. Infanterie-Division and the Gardekorps (Plettenberg) coming south.
With insufficient support from their own artillery — which, for the most
part, remained south of the marshes — the French battalions took heavy
casualties and made no gains. The two regiments most heavily engaged -
/7e and 135e RIs - each lost around 500 men. By afternoon 9e Corps
d’armée was back on the south side of the marshes. The Gardekorps now
moved off to its left to find a way around the eastern end of the marshes. But
here they found greater opposition. Heavy artillery fire stopped the advance
of 1. Garde-Infanterie-Division in its tracks, and Plettenberg turned to the
neighbouring XII Armeekorps (d’Elsa) for support.




General Hausen, commanding 3. Armee, had ordered a rest day for
S September, so most of his men were slightly behind those of 2. Armee.
General d’Elsa could hear gunfire from the west — the Gardekorps going nto
action around Morains-le-Petit. When asked to help them find the French
flank he was quick to oblige and sent 32. Infanterie-Division (Planitz) to assist.
Planitz had already launched his own attack against the French-held villages
of Normée and Lenharrée, but had been driven back by French artillery.
Hausen took great satisfaction in the parallel with 1870: ‘As at St Privat [when
a timely attack by the Saxon Corps had saved the Prussian Guard from
decimation] the Guard were helped by the Saxons.’

The Garde were not the only ones looking to 3. Armee for help: 4. Armee
too was seeking support. Once again, Hausen reacted positively. Confident
that he was dealing with nothing more than an affair of outposts, and that
the French would continue their retreat as far as the Seine, he sent 23.
Reserve-Division to assist. But his action virtually divided 3. Armee into two
wings, some 30km (19 miles) apart.

By nightfall neither army had achieved all its objectives. The German
advance had blocked Foch’s move northwards. But, at the same time, a
desperate French defence had thwarted the German advance. The result was
stalemate, with the French still controlling the southern exits to the marshes
and much of the high ground to the south of the Petit Morin.

7 September

Despite the setbacks of the previous day, Foch saw no reason to put an end
to his attacks. The role of 9e Armée was to support Se Armée in its offensive.
And, for Foch, this was a task best achieved by continuing to attack —
so drawing enemy troops away from Franchet d’Esperey’s advance. On the
right 11e Corps d’armée was to hold its positions on the Somme before
counterattacking — first north-westwards and then northwards towards
Pierre-Morains and Mont-Aimé. To their left 9e Corps d’armée was to defend
the exits from the marshes and then conform with the advance of the 11e.
On the left 42e Division d’infanterie was to act as the link between 9e and Se
Armées, supporting the right flank of 10e Corps d’armée.

A grave at Soizy-aux-Bois,
containing the remains of
men of 162e Rl. The regiment,
whose peacetime depot was
Verdun, lost ten officers and
814 men during the battle.
Altogether 395 Frenchmen
and 333 Germans were killed
within the boundaries of the
commune; the parish clergy
would bury most of them.
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French publishers, desperate
to publish images of the
conflict, were not above
faking photographs of the
action. Here running men,
perhaps photographed on
pre-war manoeuvres, are
superimposed upon a
picture of a shelled village.
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On the German side, the sudden withdrawal of Il and IV Armeekorps back
to the Ourcq left Biilow’s right flank in the air. He therefore decided to go on
the defensive in that sector, using IIl and IX Armeekorps — the two 1. Armee
formations placed under his command by Kluck — to guard his flank. On the
left — where he would ask 3. Armee to continue to support the Gardekorps —
attacks would carry on.

On the French left, 42e Division d’infanterie received the order to evacuate
the isolated post of Villeneuve-les-Charleville, and completed the operation
without attracting German attention. But they had scarcely regained their own
lines when they were ordered to retake Villeneuve once more. Supported by
the divisional and corps artillery, 151e RI managed to re-establish a toehold
in the village, but the German counter-bombardment ensured it would remain
no more than that. In response to the renewed assault on Villeneuve, the
(cermans attacked once more towards Soizy-aux-Bois.

The French troops at Soizy, 162e RI, faced a particularly difficult task.
As the right flank of 42e Division d’infanterie, their role was to hold the
village without losing contact with the Division Marocaine on their right.
But the pressure exerted by the Germans was too great, and 162e RI was
forced to tall back to the hills south of the village. 20e Division d’infanterie
now tried to find the German flank. Attacking towards Bout-de-la-Ville, it
created enough space for S1e Division de réserve to deploy its artillery to
cover the French front before Branle Wood. Counterattack followed
counterattack in the wood until the front had stabilized. Nevertheless, Soizy,
scarcely 10km (6 miles) north of the town of Sézanne, remained in German
hands. And if the Germans could capture Sézanne, they would be in a
position to divide Se and 9e Armées, and go on to destroy them in detail.

9e Corps d’armée was ordered to defend the Mondement—Allemant Ridge
sector and maintain French domination of the Saint-Gond crossings.
Following the fall of Soizy, the Division Marocaine — on the left of 9¢ Corps
d’armée — quickly came under pressure from 19. Infanterie-Division, which
then went on to clear the French from the Créte du Poirier, a spur dominating
the western end of the marshes. Foch ordered 42e Division d’infanterie and
the Division Marocaine to counterattack. The attack was to begin at 144 5hrs
— 1ts alm to recapture the spur and the village of Saint-Prix beyond. But the




difficulties of assembling the men and getting them to the start line in the
blazing heat of late summer proved too much. There was insufficient time
that day for artillery preparation and the attack was postponed.

In the east the Gardekorps moved to the left to throw its full weight
against the positions held by 1le Corps d’armée in the Morains-le-
Petit—Ecury sector. However, the open nature of the countryside meant
concealment was difficult and a heavy artillery bombardment met every
German forward movement. The villages along the Somme each changed
hands several times during the day. But that evening the men of the
Gardekorps had to bivouac back on their start line. On the left the Saxons
had met with a similar fate. Unable to cross the Somme, their attempt to
outflank the French via Sommesous had also ended in failure.

The Germans were in an increasingly precarious situation. All formations
were extremely tired — worn out by the constant pressure of marching and
fighting since 20 August — and the French artillery was managing to hold all
their attempts to advance further. And, with the Gardekorps moving to its left
to skirt the marshes, a significant gap had developed in 2. Armee’s front —
between the Gardekorps and X Armeekorps to their right. As a result, the
German grip on that sector of the north bank of the Petit Morin — now held by
nothing more than a few isolated companies and squadrons — was tenuous.
Neither X Armeekorps nor the Gardekorps could do anything. With every
available man needed in the front line, they had no one to spare. Biilow had no
alternative but to detach 14. Infanterie-Division from his reserve to fill the gap.

For Hausen, the key to victory lay in mounting a concerted attack to
rupture the French line at its weakest point. ‘The enemy cannot be strong
everywhere’, he explained. ‘An attack at his weakest point will result in a
breakthrough and, at the very least, act to relieve the pressure on the German
right.” His plan was to launch an attack before dawn — without artillery
preparation — surprising the French and also nullifying their advantage in
firepower. The Gardekorps and XII Armeekorps would attack on the right,
while the remainder of 3. Armee and some 4. Armee units were deployed on
the left. Some of the divisional commanders were dismayed at the thought of
yet another assault: their men needed rest. But Billow and the Herzog von
Wiirttemberg (4. Armee) supported Hausen’s proposal.

8 September

The attack began at 0330hrs. The main assault was launched by a
battlegroup three divisions strong — 2. Garde-Infanterie-Division, 32.
[nfanterie-Division and 23. Reserve-Division — under the overall command of
General der Artillerie Kirchbach. Battalions from all four Garde regiments
made up the attacking wave — from west to east, Alexander, Franz, Elisabeth
and Augusta. On their right was 1. Garde-Infanterie-Division, still under the
command of the Gardekorps; on their left, the Saxons.

Surprise was total. The blow fell on the infantry of 21e and 22¢ Divisions
d’infanterie, strung out over a front around 14km (9 miles) long. These units
had been so reduced by the fighting of the previous days that all their strength
was now in the front line. The Germans swept through the French positions,
penetrating as far as the artillery lines. By 1200hrs they had reached the
outskirts of Fére-Champenoise. Only by committing both the corps reserve and
18e Division d’infanterie, serving as the army reserve in that sector, did the
French finally manage to re-form a line of defence. This finally checked the
German advance, but at some 6-8km (4-5 miles) behind the original front line.

5T



Looking north-westwards
from the Signal du Poirier,
the highest point on the
ridge, towards the village

of Saint-Prix and the crossing
of the Petit Morin.
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The Saxons attacked at the same time. They reached the Somme crossings
with little difficulty, but had to resort to hand-to-hand fighting to capture
the village of Lenharrée. Progress everywhere was slow. Further to the east,
25. Reserve-Division captured their assigned crossings, but had to clear
the village of Sommesous house by house. The Saxons made it a little way
south-eastwards but were held up by French artillery. And, in any case, they
were exhausted. They eventually captured the heights around 4km (2 miles)
to the south of the Somme and by nightfall had almost reached the line of the
river Vesle, south-east of Fére-Champenoise.

For the French, the price of containing the German attack had been high.
21e Division d’infanterie had lost one brigadier, three regimental commanders
and half the divisional artillery. 64e RI, facing 1. Garde-Infanterie-Division,
was almost wiped out. Three battalions were reduced to just four companies
—1n total a little over 1,000 men of all ranks, or one-third of the regiment’s
strength at mobilization. In 18e Division d’infanterie, on loan from 9e Corps
d’armée and not even in the front line when the attack took place, 66e RI
sustained losses amounting to 25 officers and 1,287 men; 32¢ RI, the other
regiment in the brigade, counted 15 officers and 620 men as casualties.

Alexandre Gaudon, serving with 32¢ RI (whose peacetime garrison was
Tours), later recalled what happened as his regiment hurried to the front:

The 93¢ was falling back in disorder, but without much panic.... One of the
first shots wounded Capitaine Baudin as the Germans approached from three
sides. Four of us carried the captain as far as a hollow, where we were under
fire from both sides and the rear. We had to leave him in a small pine wood,
but of the four who had tried to help him, three were killed, and I was hit in
the thigh.... At every moment my comrades fell, riddled with bullets. Sous-
lieutenant Daras was wounded by a bullet that passed through both cheeks:



The main street of Lenharrée,
o j. g In the pre-dawn attack of 8
\f 1 September the village fell after
' ¥, a bitter struggle to elements
& [ from three regiments of the
el ' £ Gardekorps and Xl Armeekorps

Joubert was killed by a bullet that struck his temple. We crossed about
1,500m of open ground, fired at from both sides. When we got to La Fere,
they formed a company of men from several regiments. The provost
gendarmes threatened with their revolvers anyone who tried to fall back
further. At around midday, the artillery, east of Every, opened fire for three or
four hours. We fell back to Gourgancon, but by this time, there was only
around a hundred of us left from all the regiments. We bivouacked in a field
between Gourgancon and Salon. The regiment lost its colonel, two battalion
commanders, the captains and lieutenants of the Sth and 6th Companies,
many NCOs, and about 1,000 men, either killed, wounded or missing. During
the fighting, the Germans waved a white flag and held their rifles up butt first
if any French came close, and then opened fire on them. They also lost a lot
of men from our artillery.

The French units became hopelessly mixed as they fell back, and provisional
brigades were formed with whatever units came to hand. 21e Division
d’infanterie suffered badly: 41e Brigade, which should have comprised 64e Rl
and 65e RI, now consisted of 293¢ RI, plus two companies from 337e Rl
and two battalions from 93e RI; 42e Brigade, which was normally made up
of 93e RI and 137¢e RI, now contained 137e RI, plus a battalion from 93¢ RI
and a battalion from 337¢ RI.
Commanding 42e Brigade, Colonel Lamey reported to Foch:

[I] cannot disguise the extreme exhaustion, both physical and mental, of my
men, after enduring a day of continuous fire without the opportunity to reply,
nor the thirst of the men of the 137e who have been without water for 48
hours. I can hold tonight, for I do not doubt there will be night attacks; but a
third such day [for the 137e had also been involved in the fighting on 7
September]| will be impossible without serious repercussions, for we have only

just managed to stop the men from breaking. Despite everything, you can
count on us.

Lamey was killed the next day.
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Général Georges Humbert
(1862-1921), commander of
the Division Marocaine. Foch
described Humbert as ‘the soul
of our resistance’. The hard-
fighting Division Marocaine
was instrumental in saving
Foch’s position at Saint-Gond.
Humbert's performance during
the battle earned him a corps,
and he ended the war in
command of 3e Armée.
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The Germans, however, had suffered as well. The two regiments of
64. Intanterie-Brigade had experienced heavy losses. In IR 177, casualties
numbered 20 ofticers and 609 men, with 9 officers and 102 men reported
as killed. In IR 178, total casualties amounted to 235 officers and 757 men;
of these only 64 were posted as killed but another 259 were reported missing.

Meanwhile on the right Billow made little effort. He had been counting on
IIT and IX Armeekorps to guard his right flank. But Kluck had recalled both
corps the previous night. Committing his last reserve — 13. Infanterie-Division
— to bolster that sector, Biilow felt his only option was to go on the defensive,
pulling back the whole of his right wing behind the Petit Morin. Following up,
the French first retook Soizy-aux-Bois and then Saint-Prix. Supported by 10e
Corps d’armée, the Division Marocaine and 42e Division d’infanterie managed
to clear most of the southern bank of the Petit Morin by 0900hrs. But in the
tace of heavy fire they found it impossible to cross the river.

At the eastern end of the marshes, 14. Infanterie-Division — the other half
of VII Armeekorps — was now committed at the shoulder of the advancing
Gardekorps. On hearing of the attack, General Emmich, commanding X
Armeekorps, insisted that he too should join in at their western end. His
counterattack, launched by 20. Infanterie-Division, regained Saint-Prix,
moved left to recapture the spur of the Créte du Poirier, and then left again
to the Oyes—Mondement area. The attacks fell on the two wings of the, by
now thinly extended, Division Marocaine, already in difficulty following the
retreat of 11e Corps d’armée from the Somme. The Moroccans were forced
to pull back southwards to higher ground, leaving the routes across the
marshes free.

9e Armée was now under extreme pressure. In the centre it had lost
control of the crossings over the marshes. On the right its link with 4e Armée
had been compromised. And the situation of 11e Corps d’armée was
very shaky indeed. But Foch knew he was not the only one in trouble.
With 5e¢ Armée advancing on the French left, Billow was experiencing
ditticulties of his own.

Back at 9e Armée HQ Foch sensed a slight slackening of pressure on his
left, as Biillow’s right flank withdrew north of the Petit Morin. At 0700hrs he
telephoned Général Langle de Cary, commanding 4e Armée. Could 21e Corps
d’armée mount an attack on the German flank to bring some relief to his
right? But 4e Armée could do nothing to help. Under attack by 3. and 4.
Armeen around Vitry-le-Francois, Langle de Cary was down to his last
reserves. Foch then turned to Franchet d’Esperey. Was 5e Armée in a position
to attack and disengage the left of 9¢ Corps d’armée? This time the response
was positive. At 0730hrs Franchet d’Esperey undertook to swing 10e Corps
d’armée around to face northwards and then north-eastwards.

Despite his perilous situation, Foch’s instincts were still to attack. 11e
Corps d’armée was ordered to retake Fere-Champenoise; the 9e Division de
cavalerie was to demonstrate on the French right, towards Sommesous. But,
that evening, as further reports came in from his battered regiments, Foch
realized that more was needed to secure his positions. At 2120hrs he turned
again to Se Armée. Could 10e Corps d’armée perhaps extend its front, so
allowing him to withdraw 42e Division d’infanterie for use as a mobile
reserve? Once again Franchet d’Esperey agreed, and very generously released
10e Corps d’armée to Foch’s command. Foch was at last able to withdraw
the shattered 42e Division d’infanterie from the line. Then by redistributing
his command he managed to stabilize his front. The positions of 9¢ Corps
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d’armée rested around Mondement, while 11e Corps d’armée withdrew
beyond La Fere-Champenoise. Foch contacted Joffre with a famously
laconic (and quite possibly apocryphal) situation report: ‘Strong pressure on
my right; my centre giving way; impossible to move; situation excellent;
[ am attacking.’

9 September

Yet the following day it was not Foch who attacked, but Biilow and Hausen.
The key position now became the village and chateau of Mondement,
commanding the northern approach to the Allemant Ridge. If the Germans
succeeded in breaking through here, the way lay open to the Seine. From a
small rise, both village and chateau looked northwards over the Saint-Gond
marshes. This was where the Germans were advancing, making the location
ideal both as an observation post and as an artillery position. Foch’s orders
for the day therefore emphasized the importance of retaining the high ground
between La Villeneuve-lés-Charleville and Mondement.

TOP

Looking south from
Mondement towards Oyes.
The Germans advanced
alongside the road just
visible on the right.

BOTTOM

The chateau at Mondement
today. Reduced to a burnt-out
shell by the fighting, it was
rebuilt in its original style.
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German forces
X Armeekorps (General der Infanterie
von Emmich)
20. Infanterie-Division (Generalfeutnant
Schmundt)
39. Infanterie-Brigade (Generalmajor von
L'Estocq)
A Infanterie-Regiment 79 (three battalicns)
B Infanterie-Regiment 164 (three battalions)
C Three hattefies.Fe!drﬂfﬁIierie—ﬁegiment 10
D 3. Kompanie, 10. Pionier-Bataillon
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0400hrs: the 39. Infanterie-Brigade is ordered to capture
Mondement at all costs. But the brigadier delays sending
the warning order to IR 79; then the regimental
commander delays sending his warning order to his
battalions. Consequently, whilst IR 164 is ready, only

two companies of IR 79 are in their starting positions.
The French have been ordered not to occupy the village,
as it constituted an obvious artillery target; so they are

in a series of hastily dug trenches on the forward slope,
overlooking the valley.

1 0500hrs: taking advantage of misty conditions, the

Germans race across the intervening grourid. 1200hrs: ammunition is getting low within the chateau,
, and even by taking it off the wounded, they are down to
2 0600hrs: the assault force reaches dead ground in about 20 rounds per man. An attempt to resupply from

front of the village, where it takes stock, reconnoitres the Oyes succeeds, and the wounded are taken away. But
French position and Fhen attacks, supported by artillery.  \ hen 12, Kompanie tries to advance, it cannot cross the
The French disperse into the village. French artillery fires  paaten zone in front of the vill age.

at targets in Oyes, but is unable to find targets closer to

the French lines, Despite being short of ammunition, 5 1300hrs: 6. Kompanie dashes through the village to
the Germans succeed in winkling the French out of join the defenders in the chateau. Soon afterwards,
each house and farm, until a small group seizes the French reinforcements arrive in the form of 77e Rl They
chateau about 0915hrs. The French, already under attack immediately, and after hand-tc-hand fighting in
strength, disperse into the woods. A party from a the chateau gardens, are driven off with heavy losses.

neighbouring battalion attempts to capture the
chateau, but is driven off,

3 1000hrs: the chateau is held by about 130 Germans,
mostly from L/IR 164, The companies of IL./IR 164
remain north of the village church, pinned in the
open by French artillery, which is now beginning
to get its bearings. 9. Kompanie tries to cross the
open ground from Qyes as reinforcements, but is

6 1400hrs: the 77e mount another attack, equally 6"
unsuccessful and equally costly.

7 1500hrs: two officers and a number of gunners of .
49e RA manhandle two pieces through the woods to '
fire directly on the chateau; at the same time German

artillery rounds start falling short. The upper floors of

the chateau are abandoned because of the artillery fire,

halted by artillery fire. 1800hrs: the Germans decide to abandon the chateau

and withdraw, taking all thei ded wit ;
4 1100hrs: the French counterattack from the south- st inkbe b ol deduiabmin a
east. Only two weak companies strong, they are easily 1830hrs: the French mount another attack, but the '
driven off. Germans are no longer there.

THE STRUGGLE FOR MONDEMENT, 9 SEPTEMBER 1914

The French hold this crucial ridge as the Germans attempt an audacious breakthrough.

56



MNote: Gridlines are shown at intervals of Tkm/0.62miles

MOUSSY

e T i

X¥x

DUBOIS

MAROC.

HUMBERT

FRENCH FORCES

9e Corps d'armée (Général Dubois) |

Division Marocaine (Général Humbert)

1er Brigade (Général Elondiat)

1 Battalion Jacquot, 2e Régiment de marche de
Zouaves

el

17e Division d'infanterie (Général Moussy)
36e Brigade (Colonef Eon)

2 77e Régiment d'infanterie (three battalions)
3 One groupe, 49e Régiment d'artillerie

T e T T e T T B T RS - o e D g Y T e e e e e 1

a7



Another view of the chateau at
Mondement, this time from the
west. On the right is one of the
breaches in the wall of the
kitchen garden. 77e Rl tried to

use these to attack the chéiteau.

But the breaches were narrow
and the German fire accurate.
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Responsibility for holding Mondement fell to the RM du 2e Zouaves,
supported by two batteries of 49¢ RA. But following a number of
misunderstandings and mistakes the village fell to a coup de main by the
Hanoverians of IR 164. An immediate counterattack by the 2e failed. But
reinforcements from 77e RI were drafted in and Mondement was eventually
retaken after a struggle that lasted all afternoon.

On the left 10e Corps d’armée went on the attack again. By 1100hrs 20e
Division d’infanterie had forced the passage of the Petit Morin and started to
climb the steep northern slopes of the valley. The 20e then turned eastwards
and slowly drove the enemy from its positions. By late evening S1e Division
de réserve had retaken Saint-Prix, and the Germans were continuing to fall
back. The pressure exerted in this sector forced them to recall units from the
Mondement area. And all had to retreat back to the north side of the marshes.

In Kirchbach’s battlegroup, on the German left, Hausen replaced
2. Garde-Infanterie-Division with 24. Reserve-Division, newly released after
the fall of Givet. Restored once more to two-division strength, the
Gardekorps continued its attacks. In another dawn assault, observed by a
French officer, the Garde caught and dispersed the French counterattack just
as it was forming. The German troops ‘advanced in perfect order by platoons
in line abreast, separated by wide intervals, with other groups behind in
checker-board pattern, followed by others in one or two ranks. Behind each
group were officers, sword in one hand, revolver in the other, encouraging
their men forward with loud cries. The whole lot marched with a firm,
regular pace, giving a real impression of power and resolution.’

Pressing on south-westwards, the Gardekorps captured the village of
Connantre after heavy fighting. A pause was called just after midday.




Exhausted, the men dropped where they stood and fell asleep. In the
afternoon, as they approached Fere-Champenoise, the corps commander,
General der Infanterie Freitherr von Plettenberg, ordered them to attack again.
The 2. G.R.z.FR were briefly distracted by the discovery of a store of large
cheeses. But the French artillery also ensured that little progress was made
that afternoon.

Hausen tried to support the Garde with a three-division attack, involving
24. Reserve-Division, 32. Infanterie-Division and 23. Reserve-Division. But
faulty staff work sent the 24. attacking across the front of 2. Garde-Infanterie-
Division, and the resulting confusion slowed down the whole operation. By
nightfall, however, the Saxons had reached the line of the Maurienne. And the
Garde was only a few kilometres away from rolling up the whole French line.

TOP

The north-facing wall of the
chateau at Mondement. While
the men of IR 164 tried to
defend the building, French
and German shelling had set
the roof alight and rendered
many of the rcoms untenable.

BOTTOM

The marshes of Saint-Gond,
after winter rain in 1914,
This shows the inherent
nature of the ground and
thus the importance of
dominating the causeways
that carried the roads.
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During the opening actions of the war, the regimental colour
remained essential on campaign for both the French and the
Germans. The British had already learnt in 1881 that the colour
bearer became an immediate target, resulting in unnecessary
casualties. But a captured colour was an immediate propaganda
success for the enemy, so its protection remained an
paramount. When the Garde (1) attacked at La Fére-
Champenoise, on 9 September, Fahnenjunker Unteroffizier
Freiherr von der Recke von der Horst of the Flisilier Battalion,
Alexander Grenadiers was killed almost immediately; his place
was taken by Fisilier Samuelson, who was likewise killed, just
ten minutes later. After a final colour bearer was killed, the
colour (2) lay on the ground un-noticed in the confusion of the
pattle; fortunately, it was later rescued by a soldier from another
regiment. The Germans lost three colours during the battle -
those of II./IR 66 near Betz on 6th September, | /Fiis.R. 36, at
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Vincy on the 7th, and II./RIR 94 near Senlis on the 10th. A fourth,
that of 11/IR 27, was buried to prevent its capture on the 10th;
it was recovered by French troops on 4 October. The French
lost no regimental colours, although some tricolours were
found by men of IR 77 in the baggage of a regiment of zouaves
near Courjonnet on 6 September. They may have been
company markers or patriotic gifts to the troops — they were
certainly not regimental colours in the strict sense. The three
German colours, together with three others captured during
1914, were paraded through the streets of Paris and
ceremonially handed over to the Governor of the Invalides,

to install them with other French trophies in the chapel there.
Colours would have no place in trench warfare: orders were
given to return German colours to their regimental depots on
12 July 1915; the French retained theirs in the field, but
generally kept safely at regimental headquarters.



Foch, meanwhile, was still trying to create a reserve from his battered
divisions. The only formation available to him was 42e Division d’infanterie
— so recently withdrawn from the line — and its thinned ranks were moved
into position on the right, behind 11e Corps d’armée. Foch planned to launch
a counterattack at 1715hrs. Seven divisions from 9e and 11e Corps d’armée
would take part — their objective to drive the Germans back to the Somme.
But the exhausted 42e did not reach its start line until nightfall and the attack
was postponed.

10 September

The planned offensive eventually began before dawn, but it fell largely
on air. At 104Shrs the previous morning, and unbeknown to Foch,
Biilow had taken the decision to retreat. Without reserves, he was unable to
restore the situation on his right, where Franchet d’Esperey and his men were
continuing to push into the gap between 2. and 1. Armeen. Bulow’s response
was to withdraw 2. Armee to the north bank of the Marne. To confuse the
French, he ordered that all current attacks should continue. But, by 1600hrs,
the divisional baggage trains had started on their way. Then, an hour later, the
infantry began to move northwards, leaving strong rearguards behind.

But Billow neglected to inform 3. Armee of his decision until the
afternoon. And, with the retreat well under way, OHL told Hausen to
support a new attack by 4. Armee. So Hausen was ordering his men to
advance on the left, while his neighbour was retreating on the right. Hausen’s
right wing had to pull back to conform with 2. Armee’s withdrawal. His
daring plan had failed.

On the morning of 10 September, 10e Corps d’armée — by now aligned
almost north—south — pushed forwards, hoping to roll up the German line.
Stout defence by the German rearguards slowed their advance considerably,
but still they made significant progress. This allowed 9e Corps d’armée to
wheel eastwards and join 11e Corps d’armée in putting their full weight into
opposing the Gardekorps. By evening elements of both had reached the line
of the Somme once more.

Foch issued orders to pursue the Germans. But his men were exhausted
and the weather had broken. In the event, 9¢ Armée could do little more
than follow the enemy, trying to turn the German rearguards from
their positions.

The battle of Saint-Gond was fought over terrain that favoured the
defence. The marshes served to canalize the German advance along
predictable lines, restricting the amount of force the enemy could bring to
bear on any given point. The ambiguous role allotted to 3. Armee also did
much to hamper the invading force. Pulled between requests to support his
two neighbours, Hausen was never allowed to concentrate his forces to best
effect. Illness too played its part. Dysentery had struck Hausen in the course
of the campaign, undoubtedly affecting his performance. And ill health may
also have afflicted Biilow, with suggestions that he suffered a small stroke
during the opening days of the battle.

On the French side, Foch was certainly helped by the unselfish
cooperation of Franchet d’Esperey in releasing 10e Corps d’armeée at a critical
juncture. But the victory at Saint-Gond belonged to Foch alone. The attack
of the Gardekorps and the near-collapse of 11e Corps d’armée left the French
on the brink of defeat. But, as Foch himself remarked, ‘A battle is lost only
if you believe it to be lost.’
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. & September: two German corps are transferred to
the Oureq to. reinforce the Germans there,

2. 6 September: French attacks show little gains against
determined opposition, securely positioned in a serles |
of villages.

6 September: the BEF reaches the Grand Morin.

7 september: two further German corps leave for the
Ourcqg. This forces the German 2. Armee to
withdraw on the right.

7 September. the BEF reaches the Petit Morin

& september: 18e Corps d'armée turns the flank of
2. Armee at Marchais-en-Brie. This convinces Bllow
that he has no option but to retreat,

8 September: the BEF reaches the Marne

9 September: the French reach the Marne. Both
armies are unable to move quickly enough to isolate
the Germans, who continue to withdraw out of harm's
way. That afternnnn the decision to withdraw 1.,

2. and 3. Armeen back to the Aisne is made.
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THE BATTLE OF THE TWO MORINS,
6-11 SEPTEMBER

After checking the German advance at Guise on 29 August, Se Armée had
used the opportunity to slip away southwards. But Lanrezac was increasingly
pessimistic about the chances of stopping the German onslaught — and more
particularly about Joffre’s ability to do so. Nor did he mind voicing his
opinions. Such public criticism of a superior could never be tolerated and
Joffre was certainly not prepared to do so. On 3 September he sacked Lanrezac
and replaced him with Franchet d’Esperey, the commander of ler Corps.

As it fell back, 5e Armée was becoming increasingly stretched in trying to
stay in contact with the BEF on the left and 9¢ Armée on the right. Priority was
given to maintaining a continuous front on the right. So Général Conneau’s
Corps de cavalerie was thrust into the resulting gap on the left — between 18e
Corps d’armée and the BEF — a gap 1. Armee was poised to enter.

On 4 September Franchet d’Esperey met with Sir Henry Wilson, Deputy
Chief of Staff to Sir John French, at Bray-sur-Seine. The two men agreed a
plan of action for resuming the offensive on 6 September. The BEF was to
turn back north, extend to the left to link up with 6e Armée on the Ourcq -
taking up position on a line between Changis and Coulommiers — and then
attack eastwards towards Montmirail. Se Armée would also have Montmirail
as its objective, attacking from the south.

At 0915hrs on 5 September Franchet d’Esperey received bad news. The
British would not be able to attack as planned. They had continued their
retreat overnight and would be unable to reach the start line in time. British
participation was vital to the offensive and Joffre went in person to BEF
headquarters to see Sir John French. Joffre was eventually reduced to banging
the table to drive home his point: ‘The honour of England is at stake.” But his
intervention had the desired effect. Sir John turned bright red and promised
his full cooperation in the counterattack.

Se Armée slowly put a halt to its rearward movements and took up its
positions. The men were all very tired and some units had taken heavy
casualties in the previous month. 18e RI had lost 1,000 men since the
outbreak of war, 600 of those at Guise. Even the bullish Franchet d’Esperey
was not completely confident of the outcome: ‘My army can fight on the 6th
but [it] is not in a brilliant situation; the three reserve divisions cannot be
counted on.” He was a little more forthright with his artillery commander:
‘I'm sick of this f** *ing retreating; we’re attacking.” And attack they did, led
by their energetic commander.

By his willingness to move on to the offensive, Franchet d’Esperey opened
the way to victory, for it was his Se Armée that would strike at the enemy.
Joffre was fully aware of Franchet d’Esperey’s importance: ‘[His] role... on
September 4th, 1914,” he later wrote, ‘merits being underlined in history: it
is he who made possible the battle of the Marne.’

6 September

French aerial reconnaissance had noted the movements of a large body of
troops away from Se Armée’s front. These were the units from Kluck’s II and
IV Armeekorps, recalled to the Ourcq to face Maunoury’s men. And the gap
they left gave the Allies their opportunity. Franchet d’Esperey issued his
orders accordingly: 18e Corps d’armée (Maud’huy) was to attack towards
Montceaux-les-Provins, 3e Corps d’armée (Hache) towards Courgivaux, and

Général Franchet d'Esperey,
commander of the French Fifth
Army. 'I'm tired of this f***ing
retreating;’ Franchet d’Esperey
told his artillery commander.
‘we're attacking.’
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Geénéral Louis de Maud'huy
(1857-1921) commander of
18e Corps d'armée, Maud’huy
rose to command an army for a
short period in 1915, but most
of his commands were at corps
level. He ended the war as an

inspector of training battalions.
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ler Corps d’armeée (Deligny) towards Esternay. Finally 10e Corps d’armée
was to do what it could to support ler Corps d’armée on its left, while also
keeping in touch with 9e Armée on its other flank. The Corps de cavalerie
(Conneau) was to play a dual role — on its right supporting 18e Corps
d’armée, and on its left covering the flank of the BEF.

The tighting took place over the Brie Plateau — that rolling, cultivated
plain cut through by the deep valleys of the Marne, Grand Morin and Petit
Morin. The rivers were slow flowing but unfordable, and could be crossed
only at a small number of bridging points. The valleys themselves were
heavily wooded, with more woods — large and small — dotted over the
countryside. The hills on the northern banks of the rivers were generally
higher than those on the south.

It was afternoon before the French finally made contact with the Germans.
The commander of 18e Corps d’armée, Général Maud’huy, was a firm believer
in the power of artillery and directed massive firepower against Montceaux-
les-Provins. Firing three to four rounds a minute, the whole of his corps,
divisional and reserve group artillery — some 200 guns in all — was brought to
bear against the village. The German guns were soon silenced under the weight
of the barrage. Then the French artillery turned its attention to individual
farmhouses. The Germans were winkled out of these one by one (but only at
considerable cost — one farmhouse alone cost 6e Division d’infanterie 600
men). It was not until 2300hrs that the village was finally secured.

Elsewhere progress was just as slow. The small town of Esternay proved a
real obstacle. IX Armeekorps retaining control despite a direct assault and
flanking moves from both north and south. Meanwhile the Corps de cavalerie
was playing little part in the attack, their posture characterized by one French
history as 'cautiously defensive’. It made no aggressive moves. But nor did it
unsaddle, teed or water the horses! On the far right 10e Corps d’armée formed
the pivot around which Se Armée would swing. It met with more success —
capturing the village of Charleville, overlooking the valley of the Petit Morin.

By evening the BEF had reached the line Crécy—Coulommiers—Choisy.
Indeed, II and III Corps had got as far as the banks of the Grand Morin.
Clashes had occurred between the British cavalry, acting as advanced guards,
and some German detachments. But the enemy had been brushed aside with
little difficulty.

Aerial reconnaissance continued to reveal extensive German troop
movements behind the lines: IV Armeekorps was still moving northwards.
That evening, with his flank left exposed by the withdrawal of IV
Armeekorps, Biillow decided that he had to bolster his defences. III and IX
Armeekorps were still on loan from 1. Armee. They would fall back to the
north bank of the Petit Morin, west of Montmirail, with III Armeekorps
acting as flank guard. But later that night Kluck asked for his troops back and
Biilow’s plan came to nothing. When Kluck’s order came through, both corps
were under attack — III Armeekorps from 18e Corps d’armée and IX
Armeekorps from 3e Corps d’armée — and they had to disengage from action
betore they could begin to move.

By transterring these men to the battle of the Ourcq, Kluck increased the
gap between 1. and 2. Armeen, and there were few troops left to fill it. Biillow’s
right flank position was now held by VII Armeekorps (Einem), already short
of one division, which had been sent to plug a gap on the left. Bilow was
forced to turn to 3. Armee for help. Meanwhile he sent two divisions of
Richthofen’s Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 1 to provide cover.




7 September

Franchet d’Esperey was insistent that his forces maintain a solid line as they
advanced, and framed his orders accordingly. All formations were to make
sure they kept in contact with their neighbours. On the left the Corps de
cavalerie and 18e Corps d’armée were to align themselves with the BEF, while
on the right ler Corps d’armée was to align with 10e Corps d’armée —
effectively restricting the centre to the speed of the flanks. Early that morning
all the evidence indicated that the Germans opposite Se Armée were in full
retreat. The way seemed clear for an advance, with the town of Montmirail
as the objective for the day.

Conneau’s Corps de cavalerie advanced as far as the river Aubentin, but
it was held up there by German rearguards. His horses had been so debilitated
by the campaign so far that he was unable to send out strategic
reconnaissance patrols and all the units stuck close to one another.

To their right 18e Corps d’armée advanced to the Grand Morin without
a tight. Maud’huy ordered his men to pursue the Germans as far as the Petit
Morin. But by nighttall only a few units had managed to cross the Grand
Morin. At daybreak 3e Corps d’armée was also on the Grand Morin. Here
a fragment of IX Armeekorps, as yet unaware of the order to retreat,
attacked. The French picket line was driven in. But the two divisions,
commanded in contrasting style by the tigerish Mangin (Se Division
d’infanterie) and the more careful Pétain (6e Division d’infanterie), captured
Escardes and Courgivaux and pushed the Germans back across the Grand
Morin. Meanwhile 1er Corps continued its attack on Esternay. But it was
soon apparent that the Germans had already evacuated the town and it was
occupied without opposition. ler Corps d’armée and elements from 10e
Corps d’armée then prepared to pursue the fleeing enemy: the immediate
objective, Montmirail.

That evening, however, came news came of the difficulties facing 9e
Armée. Soizy-aux-Bois was lost and Sézanne — whose capture would split 9e
Armée from the 5e — was under threat. 10e Corps d’armée was immediately
ordered to stop pursuing the Germans. It was time now to turn eastwards
instead, mounting an attack to relieve the pressure falling on the 9e.

Meanwhile, the BEF continued their careful advance. Near the village of
Moncel a troop of 9th Lancers, accompanied by a machine gun, boldly took
on a squadron of G.Drag.R. 1. A second squadron from the same German
regiment was also repulsed with heavy losses by a squadron of 18th Hussars,
fighting dismounted.

8 September
Believing that Bulow would fight for the line of the Petit Morin, Franchet
d’Esperey urged his commanders to press the retreating Germans closely and
give them no time to form a defensive line. Messages from the Ourcq were
still optimistic. According to 6e Armée, it had pushed the enemy back and
there were no Germans in front of the BEE. Aerial reconnaissance backed this
up: large German columns were crossing the Marne at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre
and Chateau-Thierry. But the news was not all positive., Foch still urgently
needed support and this would divert manpower from Franchet d’Esperey’s
own attacks.

By evening the British were just short of the Petit Morin, where they found
the going somewhat problematic. The Petit Morin itself was a slow-moving
stream, some 6m (20ft) wide. But it ran through a steep, wooded valley,
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The conventional wisdom of the pre-war French Army was that
prolonged bombardments were a waste of shells. However, the
village of Montceaux-lés-Provins was defended by the three
battalions of IR 20, supported by four batteries of Felda.R. 39,
with elements of Fiis.R. 39 and IR 24 in reserve, and would have

been impossible to capture without prolonged attillery support.

The bombardment, which involved the combined artillery of
Pétain's 6e Division d'infanterie as well as that of 18e Corps,
began at 0600hrs; one hour later, the artillery of 53e and 69e
Divisions de réserve joined in. One German artilleryman
described the French fire as ‘monstrous.... Everything was
covered in columns of black smoke, so high and broad that

| could hardly see anything; in between were white shrapnel
bursts. Limbers and riderless horses emerged from time to
time fleeing Montceaux.' Through a long morning and
afternoon, the village and its surroundings were pounded.
Eventually, at around 1700hrs, the men of 123e RI, supported
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THE ATTACK ON MONTCEAUX-LES-PROVINS, 6 SEPTEMBER (pp. 68-69)

ipaideah

on either flank by those of the 6e and 119e, were able to
capture the burning ruins with little difficulty. There are no
German casualty figures for this action — however, during the
whole battle, IR 20 lost 3 officers and 121 men killed, and 53
officers and 2,074 men wounded. Felda.R. 39 appears to have
got off relatively lightly, losing only one officerand 12 men
killed during the whole of the battle; the number of wounded
is not known. French casualties too remain unknown — the
war diary of the 123e makes no mention of casualties at all.
Although an infantryman, Pétain was convinced of the value
of artillery support, only committing his men after a thorough
preparation, even if it made him appear out of step with the
rest of the Army. It was here that he supposedly uttered his
famous dictum, ‘artillery conquers: infantry occupies’.

This plate shows the French 75s (1) with their four-man
crews (2). To the rear stands the officer (3) commanding
the battery.




bordered on both sides by close country with a large number of copses, villages
and hamlets. More importantly, there were only six places where the river
could be crossed. The town of Montmirail was deemed a key position.
Occupying a high spur, it dominated the valley, with views both east and west.

The first attempts by the BEF to seize a bridge intact were all rebuffed. 5th
Dragoon Guards attempted to rush the bridge at Sablonniéres, while 4th
Dragoon Guards attempted to do the same at La Forge. The Royal Scots
Greys caught a party of German infantry having breakfast at Gibraltar, near
Saint-Ouen-sur-Morin. A few shells scattered them, but German artillery
prevented the British from exploiting the ensuing confusion. A final attempt
by Sth Lancers at Orly-sur-Morin was also driven off by well-placed artillery.
By 0830hrs the advance had seemingly stalled.

Only the arrival of the infantry made further movement possible. With
the aid of dismounted British cavalry and mounted French troopers, 1st Black
Watch and 1st Cameron Highlanders prised open the defences around
Sablonniéres. By 1300hrs they had captured the crossing intact. To the west
1st Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry and 1st East Surrey Regiment made
further crossings in the teeth of determined opposition. These successes forced
the remaining Germans to withdraw to prevent encirclement. By late
afternoon the British had forced the Germans back to the south bank of the
Marne at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, but a violent thunderstorm at 1800hrs
brought the day’s operations to a close.

On the right 10e Corps d’armée was turning eastwards to join Foch’s
battle. So ler Corps d’armée had to slide in the same direction to keep in
touch. Its progress over the plateau to the south of Montmirail was slowed
considerably by indirect German fire. Aerial reconnaissance could not spot
the enemy guns and the French were unable to neutralize them. French artillery
responded by covering likely positions with a barrage. This seemed to work
and German fire slackened. Advancing once more, ler Corps d’armée
succeeded in forcing crossings of the Petit Morin, to the east of Montmirail.

ler Corps d’armée was now moving right, 3e Corps d’armée had to
follow. Mangin’s Se Division d’infanterie took the lead but could move only
slowly across the approaches to Montmirail. German artillery covered the
exit to every village and the shelling was incessant. It took most of the day to
cover the 7km (4 miles) needed to reach the south bank of the Petit Morin.
At 2000hrs Mangin tried to rush the crossings. But his men were driven back
by artillery and he postponed the attack until the following morning.

The bridge over the Petit Morin

at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre. The
retreating British had blown
up the bridge. Two field

companies of Royal Engineers,

the 23rd and 26th, were
responsible for destroying fo

LIr

bridges in this sector. But they

lacked the time to do the job

thoroughly and IV Armeekorps

was able to cross here,
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FRENCH FORCES
5e Armee
18e Corps d'armee (Général de Maud'hiuy)
36e Division d’infanterie (Général Jouannic)
71e Brigade (Général Bertin)
1 34e Régiment d'infanterie (three battalions)
2 49%e Fiégimént-d*iﬁfame'rie (three battalions)
72e Brigade (Général de 5éze)
3 12e Régiment d'infanterie (three battalions
4 18e Régiment d'infanterie (three battalions)
5 Three groupes of three batteries each,

14e Régiment d'artillerie
6 249e Régiment d'infanterie {two battalions)
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1 1000hrs: the French begin crossing the Petit Morin.
1100hrs: the shelling of Marchais-en-Brie begins.

2 1300hrs: the 34e and 49 deploy to the west of
Courmont Wood under German artillery fire. The
German artillery is helped by a captive balloon near
Bailly. A company of IR 57 is sent from the divisicnal
reserve as reinforcements, and an artillery battery
from the left wing is ordered to the right.

3 1400hrs: 12. Kompanie, IR 158, sends skirmishers
into Courmont Wood to delay the French. Reserves
are closed up to the front line in anticipation of the
French attack.

1500hrs; the French begin to drive the Germans from
the wood methodically.

4 1600hrs: on the French left, the 18e reaches L'Epine-
aux-Bois with only a few casualties, using the folds in the
hillside to hide their movement. Exiting the village, the
regiment immediately attracts artillery fire from both
sides, and pulls back.

5 On the right, the 34e has reached the eastern edge of
the wood, but small-arms fire prevents it from advancing
across the open ground between the wood and village.
The French content themselves with establishing a
platoon with a machine gun in Courmont Farm. In the
centre, the 49e occupies Bois-Jean Farm. German
artillery comes under increasing small-arms and artillery
fire and is forced to withdraw to a safer position.

TURNING THE GERMAN FLANK — MARCHAIS-EN-BRIE, !

8 SEPTEMBER 1914
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6 1700hrs: the 49e is ordered to pick up the pace.

lle Bataillon swings into line, with llle Bataillon behind
and to the left; their objective the small woods to the
south of Launois Milot. 11. Kompanie, IR 158 is ordered
forward to occupy farm buildings in the path of the
French advance, but is halted by French artillery.

7 1800hrs: by this time, advancing either side of the
Route Nationale, the 18e has succeeded in capturing
Launois Milot. The 49e is ordered forwards again, under
both small-arms and artillery fire. 10. Kompanie, IR 158,
is forced to fall back with heavy losses, leaving a large
gap in the centre of the German positions.

1200hrs: in the gathering gloom, a brief firefight breaks
out between the 18e and the 49e. The 18e comes under
heavy pressure, but holds on. The CO decides to wait for
darkness before attacking again. On their right, the 49e
is likewise held up.

8 2000hrs: under the cover of a thunderstorm, lle/ and
llle/18e, with elements of the 49e, charge and capture
the enemy positions around the road junction north of
Marchais-en-Brie. The rest of the 49¢ forms a skirmish
line and advances to within 183m (200 yards) of
Marchais before firing finally dies down. The Germans
use the cover of darkness to withdraw north-westwards,
away from the threatened village.
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The French succeed in finding the open flank of the German 2. Armee in the decisive encounter of the whole battle
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Mote: Gridlines are shown at intervals of 1km/0.62miles
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GERMAN FORCES
VII Armeekorps (General der Kavallerie
von Einem)
13. Infanterie-Division (Generalfeutnant von
dem Borne)
25, Infanterie-Brigade (Generalmajor von Unruh)
A Infanterie-Regiment 13 (three battalions)
B Infanterie-Regiment 158 (three battalions)
C 1.Half-regiment, Uhlan-Regiment 16
D Feld-Artillerie-Regiment 22
E Feld-Artillerie-Regiment 58

14. Infanterie-Division (Generalleutnant Fleck)

79. Infanterie-Brigade (Generalmajor Schwarte)
F Infantry Regiment 57 (two battalions)

battis
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TOP

Montmirail seen from the west.
The town looks out in both
directions along the valley of
the Petit Morin. The Germans
held the ridgeline on the left

of the picture. The river lies
behind the trees on the right.

BOTTOM

Looking westwards from
Marchais-en-Brie. Most of the
trees in the foreground did not
exist in 1914, From this point
the Germans were able to
dominate the exits from the
distant wood for much of the
action and so prevent the
French from advancing.
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It was left to 18e Corps d’armée to strike the decisive blow. At Marchais-
en-Brie it found the right flank of Bilow’s 2. Armee, left in the air by 1. Armee’s

withdrawal. 19. Infanterie-Division held Montmirail and its eastern
approaches, but, to the west of the town, the spur of Marchais-en-Brie was
occupied by 13. Infanterie-Division, with its flank refused as far as Fontenelle.
Side by side, 35e and 36e Divisions d’infanterie reached the Petit Morin by
1030hrs and the advanced guards crossed without any ditticulty. Throughout
the afternoon 35e Division d’infanterie forced the Germans from one position
to another. Then a final night-time attack definitively drove the Germans out
of the village.

With Marchais in French hands, Montmirail was untenable. And, if
Montmirail was untenable, the whole of 2. Armee was now in difficulties.
That evening Franchet d’Esperey issued a message to his men: “The enemy is
in full retreat. There must be no stopping for enemy rearguards that will try
and sacrifice themselves to slow us down. They must be wiped out by artillery



fire, turned by the infantry and pursued by the cavalry. Only a vigorous
pursuit will enable us to reap the rewards of the situation.’

The historic significance of a victory on the old Napoleonic battlefield of
Montmirail, where Napoleon had defeated Bliicher’s Prussians in 1814, was
not lost on Franchet d’Esperey. But there was no time to linger. The Corps de
cavalerie was sent with the BEF, 18e Corps d’armée towards Chateau-Thierry,
and ler Corps d’armée and the reserve divisions northwards towards Condé-
en-Brie. 10e Corps d’armée was to move forwards, ready to go either north
or east depending on the situation. The bridging trains were also ordered
torwards, Franchet d’Esperey believing — quite rightly — that many of the
Marne bridges had been blown up during the Allied retreat.

In the event 10e Corps d’armée went east. When Foch got in touch that
evening, asking for support to help disengage 42e Division d’infanterie,
Franchet d’Esperey did not hesitate. He immediately put the 10e at Foch’s
disposal.

Always a cautious commander, Billow was by now extremely concerned.
At 0400hrs he had contacted OHL. Casualties had reduced his army to the
equivalent of three corps; nevertheless, he would still continue to attack. Four
hours later came even more disquieting news — this time from Richthofen’s
Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 1. The German front had been breached and
Richthofen was pulling his divisions back to the line of the river Dolloir, which
flowed into the Marne at Chézy. A 30km (19-mile) gap, devoid of German
troops, now existed between Montmirail and the Marne. This prompted a
tlurry of activity at OHL, and the head of intelligence, Oberstleutnant Hentsch,
was sent to the front once more.

In choosing Hentsch, Moltke was confiding the mission to a trusted
subordinate. Uncertain communications between OHL and the armies —
broken telephone lines, inefficient radios — had left Moltke fearing he was
missing information vital to the conduct of the campaign. But he also felt
that the personal touch was best: ‘commanding generals must be informed
about the intentions of the High Command, but this is best accomplished
orally by sending an officer from headquarters.” Hentsch’s mission was to

LEFT

General Sir Douglas Haig,
commander of | Corps.
Haig succeeded French

as commander of the BEF,
but his reputation remains
controversial to this day.

CENTRE

General Sir Horace Smith-
Dorrien, commander of ||
Corps. In his report on the
battle of Le Cateau, Sir John
French put aside their mutual
antagonism to refer to Smith-
Dorrien as ‘a commander of
unusual coolness, intrepidity
and determination’. Five years
later an embittered French
was to claim that this praise
was unmerited.

RIGHT

Generaloberst Karl von Einem
(1853-1934), commander

of VIl Armeekorps. Einem
succeeded Hausen in
command of 3. Armee and
spent the rest of the war

on the Western Front.

On 10 November 1918 he
was appointed to command
the Kronprinz's army group,
but his only role was to prepare
it for demobilization.
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The crossing at Chezy-sur-
Marne. The line of trees in
the middle distance marks
the course of the river.
From positions like these
on the north bank of the
river, it was easy for the
Germans to dominate

the crossings.
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visit each army in turn and assess its remaining fighting capacity and tactical
situation. On this basis, he would then make recommendations about the
general strategic situation.

Hentsch left Luxembourg at 1100hrs, first visiting the armies at the eastern
end of the front. He arrived at Biillow’s headquarters at 1945hrs. There he
conferred straight away with General Lauenstein, 2. Armee’s chief of staff,
and Oberstleutnant Matthes, the chief of operations. According to Lauenstein
and Matthes, 2. Armee had committed its last reserves and so was in no
position to seal the breach. Hentsch was still at 2. Armee HQ when news
arrived of the engagement at Marchais-en-Brie. 13. Infanterie-Division was
by now falling back eastwards towards Margny, thus widening the gap even
further. If this information was confirmed, the only safe course of action would
have been to withdraw. But if 2. Armee withdrew on its own, the British and
French forces now on the north bank of the Marne would threaten 1. Armee
as well. If 2. Armee pulled back, then 1. Armee would have to follow suit.

9 September

News of the German attack on Mondement reached Franchet d’Esperey at
0715hrs. As 10e Corps d’armée was already engaged, ler Corps d’armée was
sent eastwards towards Etoges. Advancing 14km (9 miles), it encountered
little resistance. But it could not move fast enough to cut X Armeekorps’ line
of retreat. 3e Corps d’armée now moved to fill the gap caused by ler Corps
d’armée’s sideways move. It too met little resistance as it advanced towards the
Marne crossing at Dormans. Around 1600hrs a German rearguard around
Margny provided some opposition, but artillery quickly suppressed it.
Meanwhile 18e Corps d’armée moved northwards. In possession of Chateau-
Thierry by midday, it then took up positions on the north bank of the Marne,
covering the town.
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1. 10 September; the Germans successiully
disengage without any interference from the |
Allies all along the line.

2. 11 September: the Germans reach the line

e ; of the Aisne, and begin 1o settle into positions
= German movement 10/9 . prepared by their pioneers the previous day.

—— —-~1 3. The Germans take the apportunity to

Gelrf'nan mavEmBny 11 - HH, reorganize, reuniting un‘ll’:t:sF| and formations

messesws British and French outpostline 10/9 | ™S thathad become separated in the fighting.

meeese British and French outpost line 11/ | 4. The Allied pursuit, in heavy rain, is too slow
to trap any of the German rearguards. The

0 10 miles e, Germans, by bringing troops from Belgium,

| | - PO and by 7. Armee making its long-

y ' i anticipated move westwards are able to plug

0 10km B the gaps in their line.
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The remains of a retreating
German convoy, caught by
artillery fire near Villers-
Cotteréts. Given the speed and
distances involved in the
German advance, the small
number of motor transport
columns were the only units
capable of keeping the German
right-wing formations supplied
with ammunition.
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Meanwhile the British were moving forwards slowly. French and British
intelligence had greatly underestimated the speed of the German withdrawal,
and Sir John French had therefore ordered his men to advance with caution.
But when advance guards approached the bridges at Nogent and Azy,
downstream of Chateau-Thierry, around 0530hrs, they found the enemy gone
and were able to secure the crossings without any difficulty. At Charly-sur-
Marne, 1st King’s Regiment were preparing to rush the bridge:

Then in the fields below appeared a string of dots slowly advancing towards
[it]. They were a battalion sent forward to find out what there was in front of
us. Every moment we expected to hear the stillness of the morning broken by
the crackle of machine guns and rifle fire. They reached the bank and lay
down; nothing happened. Then a figure got up and started across the bridge;
surely it was mined? No! One by one they followed their leader, and started
to throw the carts which formed the barricade into the river. And so we crossed
absolutely unopposed; we learnt that the enemy had got everything ready for
defending the bridge, and had then got hopelessly drunk.

As they moved forwards, the tired Allied soldiers were pleased to see signs of
the rapid German departure. Corporal Bill Holbrook of 4th Royal Fusiliers
later remembered ‘... the stuff they pinched, cars, lorries, even stuff they’d
pinched from the Belgians, they had to leave on the side of the road because
they couldn’t get them back fast enough.’

Others experienced rather different emotions. An officer of 20e RD recalled:

In the middle of the smoking ruins [of a village], amongst the blackened walls
of what were houses, there were a few things left behind that typitied the
Teutonic soldiery. The German soldiers were absolutely gorged. We found
them sprawled in very corner, on every roadside, dead drunk. Through open



windows we could see beds upside down, filthy torn mattresses, cupboards
smashed with axes, their contents spilled all over. Everywhere were piles of
linen, glasses and crockery, all in pieces. They had sacked everything for sheer
pleasure. It was stunning and revolting. I could not believe cavalrymen had
done it. In every army in the world, cavalry behave differently, with a
completely different spirit. There were inscriptions written in chalk on the
doors in German and in French. One tried to be funny: “Thanks to the
wonderful French army for leaving us such a good dinner!”

When aerial reconnaissance reported substantial enemy torces outside
Chateau-Thierry the advance of I Corps came to a halt whilst extra aircraft
were sent to make further investigations. The all-clear was given around
1500hrs, but then 8e Division d’infanterie, which had acted as the link
between 6e Armée and the British left, was withdrawn from Meaux to bolster
6e Armée’s front and Sir John ordered a halt once more.

Further west, at Nanteuil and Saacy, II Corps had also succeeded in
crossing the Marne during the course of the morning without much
opposition. However, a battlegroup built around General Kraewel’s brigade
(17. Infanterie-Division, IX Armeekorps) held the opposite heights in some
strength and prevented them from advancing far on the north bank. This held
up progress for both 3rd and 5th Divisions until the last German position
was winkled out by howitzer fire around 1800hrs.

Further west still, around La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, the advance of III Corps
was held up by enfilading fire from the opposite bank in a deep bend in the
river. Attempts to rush the bridge, which still survived intact, were driven ott
by German machine guns. Eventually, a small party of 2nd Essex Regiment
found an undefended crossing at a weir and the German position was turned.
However, German artillery kept British gains to a minimum and, despite the
best efforts of the engineers, it was impossible to repair the damaged bridge
or erect a replacement that afternoon.

The BEF requested French assistance in turning the whole position and
two cavalry divisions crossed at Azy to join 18e Corps d’armée at Chateau-
Thierry around 1700hrs. The British advance had been slow. Maunoury had
requested an attack against the left rear of 1. Armee and was particularly
disappointed that it never materialized. An opportunity to deal a significant
blow to the Germans had been missed. But the French cavalry performed
little better. Franchet d’Esperey had given Conneau a formal order to cross the
Marne at Azy, with instructions to act vigorously against the retreating
Germans and help 18e Corps d’armée cross the river. But the speed of the
cavalry never exceeded that of their accompanying infantry: 10e Division de
cavalerie — four regiments of dragoons and two of chasseurs a cheval -
managed just 7km (4 miles) in two hours.

After conferring again with 2. Armee staff, Hentsch left for 1. Armee at
0700hrs. German aerial reconnaissance reported Allied columns crossing the
Petit Morin and advancing on the Marne. For Biilow there was no alternative.
He had to start pulling back, aiming to cross the Marne around Epernay. He
ordered his right to move north-eastwards and cross around Damery; X
Armeekorps was to pass through Epernay itself; and the Garde was to hold
the southern approaches to the crossing.

Hentsch finally reached 1. Armee HQ at 1230hrs. The journey had
not been a long one as the crow flies — only 80km (50 miles). But it had taken
over five hours and Hentsch must have found the experience extremely
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disheartening — passing through columns of retreating or wounded troops
with the threat, real or imagined, of British cavalry on the other side of every
hill. As soon as he arrived, he spoke to 1. Armee’s chief of statf, General Kuhl.
Kuhl was appalled at what he heard. He knew 1. Armee was winning its own
particular battle — the fighting that morning had driven the French left flank
back some distance — and he could see no reason to withdraw. But, with the
current position of 2. Armee, and the BEF now across the Marne in numbers,
1. Armee was threatened with encirclement. News that Bulow was going to
withdraw decided the matter. Hentsch suggested that 1. Armee should pull
back north-eastwards via Fismes in order to close the gap between 1. and 2.
Armeen, but this involved a march across the front of the BEF and Kuhl
declared it impossible. With Hentsch’s approval, they eventually settled on a
northerly route via Soissons.



AFTERMATH

A ceremony at the memorial to
the ‘Armies of Paris’, between
Penchard and Chambry. Army
engineers originally created
the memorial on the orders

of Geneéral Gallieni. A small
ceremony was held here

every year.

Most officers and men shared Kuhl’s view: the order to retreat sent shock
waves throughout the three German armies. All post-war accounts, official
and unofficial, insist that units were nowhere near as worn out as their
generals believed them to be. Nevertheless, the Germans successfully
disengaged 1., 2. and 3. Armeen from the peril facing them on the Marne
and retreated behind the line of the river Aisne.

While Joffre pressed forwards on the left, the French had remained on the
defensive across the rest of the line. On the French right, 2e Armée (Castelnau)
had come under immense pressure before the battle. On 5 September Castelnau
contacted Joffre with bad news. He might have to withdraw before the German
attack. Joffre asked Castelnau if he could hold for 24 hours. But there was no
let-up and the following day — his judgement perhaps clouded by news that his
son had been lost in action — Castelnau ordered his men to fall back. Joffre was
having none of it. Immediately countermanding the order, he asked Castelnau
for another 24 hours. Fortunately for Joffre — and the outcome of the battle of
the Marne — German pressure slackened and the line held.

In the centre 4e Armée (Langle de Cary) and 3e Armée (Sarrail) faced a
desperate struggle to hold the enemy and prevent them from piercing an
irretrievably large hole in the French line. 4. and 5. Armeen were looking to
strike south-eastwards, aiming to break through the heavily fortitied Meuse
Valley. Again Verdun was the key. On 8 September Se Armée launched a
strong attack against the fort of Troyon, guarding the southern approaches
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to the fortress city. Sarrail remained determined to hold on to Verdun at all
costs — even if this resulted in a German breakthrough on his left. But Joffre
had other ideas. He felt it more important for Sarrail to maintain contact
with 4e Armée and keep the French line intact. That evening he gave Sarrail
permission to withdraw. But the forts around the city held — even though the
French line was eventually bent back on itself on both sides of the Meuse —
and the German attacks were repulsed.

Further south the Germans were also trying hard to separate 3e Armée
from 4e. Around Vitry-le-Francois elements of their 3. and 4. Armeen attacked
in search of Langle de Cary’s tlanks, driving the French back from the town
and opening a hole in the right of their line. This was the moment when Foch
asked for help on his front — to no avail. Langle de Cary needed every man he
could find to bolster his own tlagging forces. But that evening the crisis passed
and Langle de Cary was able to join up with Sarrail once more.




When Hentsch returned to OHL, Moltke still had hopes of limiting the

retreat to 1. and 2. Armeen. Capturing Verdun would help to cover any
movement on the right. On 10 September a new assault was launched — and
for a time the city was nearly cut off. But the key to limiting the retreat lay
in the position of the hard-pressed 3. Armee — now pulled back on the right
and forward on the left. On 11 September Moltke finally left Luxembourg to
visit his army HQs. He found Hausen sick, his men exhausted, and the French
advance about to strike the very centre of 3. Armee. Moltke felt he had no
alternative, he had to order a general retreat. In the west and centre the
German armies would contract and fall back to the Aisne. In the east they
would fall back in front of Nancy and to the south.
In the aftermath of the battle, Jottre’s orders were unequivocal: “To affirm
and exploit [this] success, it is necessary to pursue the enemy energetically
and leave him no respite: victory depends on the legs of our infantry.” But
these were tired legs indeed. All they could do was follow the retreating
Germans. The Allies eventually managed to gain toeholds on the north bank
of the Aisne. But their positions were dominated from the higher ground
occupied by the Germans. Despite several attempts, they were unable to
dislodge the enemy. Under very heavy fire from German artillery, shelter
trenches were dug. And from these small beginnings grew a way of warfare
that would endure for another four years.

CONCLUSION

The Schlieffen Plan, as modified by Moltke, was always a gamble. It made
little provision for the unexpected, relied upon meeting little or no Belgian
resistance and discounted the contribution of the British. More significantly,
it was far too ambitious — both in the sheer physical effort required of the
German soldier and in the extent of the logistical support needed to keep him
supplied. The dogged resistance put up by the French also came as a surprise.
As Kluck later remarked: ‘that men who had retreated for ten solid days, and
who lay on the ground half-dead with fatigue, yet would pick up their
weapon and charge to the sound of the bugle, is one thing we never thought
would happen.’

During and immediately after the war nationalist politicians (including
the influential Ludendorff, former First Quartermaster-General of the Army)
fostered a particular view of the conflict. Germany’s soldiers had remained
undefeated in the field. They were let down instead by politicians and by
feeble leadership in the early years of the conflict. Accounts of the battle of
the Marne written at this time were coloured by this belief — painting it not
as a defeat but rather as a victory squandered by premature retreat. And, in
Moltke and Hentsch, scapegoats were readily to hand. Moltke had died,
worn out, in 1916; Hentsch, following an operation, in 1917.

But, while failings in leadership and command were all too evident, the
Germans had suffered a very real defeat. By breaching the gap between 1. and
2. Armeen, the Allies had made the German position untenable. Threatened
with encirclement, 1. and 2. Armeen had no option but to withdraw, and once
they withdrew — and renewed assaults on Verdun had failed — the other
German armies had no option but to conform.

That gap had largely been created by the actions of Kluck. Ignoring
Moltke’s orders of 2 September, he had plunged on southwards across the
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Marne with the aim of enveloping 5e Armée. Then, when he came under attack
on the Ourcq, his concern lay with protecting his own right. By withdrawing
two corps from Bulow’s right flank, he left 2. Armee totally exposed.

In the event, it was Kluck’s headstrong reaction, abandoning 2. Armee
without reference to either Moltke or Biilow, as much as the French assault,
that dislocated the whole German strategy. Back in Luxembourg, Moltke was
too far away from the battlefield to correct this decision. Nor could he bolster
Biilow, either by transferring men from another sector — since they were fixed
by the French right and centre — or simply by encouraging him to hold on.

The German system of command allowed considerable discretion to the
commander on the ground. Kluck, theretore, considered his behaviour
nothing more than an appropriate use of initiative. But this system needed a
strong supreme commander to ensure his subordinates all conformed to the
overall campaign strategy. And Moltke was not that man. According to
Kronprinz Rupprecht’s chief of staff, Moltke ‘practised an exaggerated
restraint, because he... lacked all self-assurance and thus all self-confidence.
He was afraid to lead by himself.’



Unlike Joffre, Moltke commanded all the German forces in the field — in two
widely separated theatres, as well as at home. This had played its part in
dictating the choice of Luxembourg as OHLs HQ. And, in these circumstances,
a different command structure might also have served him better. A theatre
commander — or perhaps two army group commanders in the west — could
have concentrated on the detail of the campaign, leaving Moltke in charge of
the overall coordination of strategy.

When the Allies attacked into the gap between 1. and 2. Armeen, the only
troops available to oppose the advance were the two cavalry corps. When
these two corps fell back they naturally retreated towards their parent
formations — defending the flanks of 1. and 2. Armeen, but not actually
plugging the gap. An overall commander closer to the front line would surely
have been better able to coordinate his forces.

Other factors contributed to Germany’s defeat. Although the Germans had
succeeded in bringing their opponents to battle, they had failed to fix all the
enemy forces. This allowed the Allies to regroup behind the Marne, and Jottre
to use his interior lines of communication to reconcentrate his forces and
outflank Kluck. Failures in operational intelligence also played their part. Had
Kluck been aware of the strength and whereabouts of 6e Armée and the BEL,
he would surely not have been quite so willing to plunge on with his advance.
And his decision to withdraw the two corps guarding 2. Armee’s right flank
was also based on a misapprehension. Generalmajor Kuhl, 1. Armee’s chief of
staff, noted as much at the time: ‘... had 2. Armee been faced with a strong
enemy, then IX Armeekorps would have been allowed to remain where it was.’

German strategy was based around achieving a rapid victory against the
French, before transferring men and resources to deal with Russia. But, in
practice, this proved impossible. The Russian Army was quicker into the field
than expected. And pressure from the east deprived Moltke of two corps that
might otherwise have filled the gaps soon to be apparent in the west. Moltke
attracted much criticism for this decision. The German victory at Tannenberg
shortly thereafter completely neutralized the Russian threat and quickly made
the move irrelevant. But that was to be wise after the event. At the time
Moltke had little option. Prittwitz, the German commander in the east, was
under threat of encirclement and about to retreat. This would have been a
catastrophic blow to German morale, leaving the important agricultural
resources of East Prussia at the mercy of the advancing Russians, and Berlin
(and Vienna) open to attack. Sacking Prittwitz, replacing him with
Hindenburg, and providing the new commander with fresh troops can be
viewed only as a reasonable response to imminent danger.

Defeat on the Marne meant that Germany’s strategy lay in ruins. Its
military planners were now faced with the war on two fronts they had tried
so hard to avoid. But there was no contingency plan, no alternative when
things went wrong. His health shattered, Moltke was sacked and replaced by
Erich Falkenhayn, the Prussian minister of war. As Falkenhayn later remarked,
‘Schlieffen’s notes [had] come to an end, and with it, Moltke’s wits.’

The part played by Hentsch in the German retreat also received much
scrutiny. His role was obscured by the fact that Moltke had given him no
written orders, only verbal instructions. Controversy regarding their exact
nature arose almost immediately, and the clamour for an explanation
continued until the spring of 1917, when OHL finally ordered an inquiry.
Hentsch was able to give evidence, but his death shortly afterwards did
nothing to halt the rumours.

Général Mangin (1866-1925),
commander of 5e Division
d’infanterie, and one of de
Maud'huy's divisional
commanders. An experienced
colonial soldier, Mangin was
a fire-eater, known to his

own men as The Butcher'.

By 1918 he was commander
of 10e Armeée,
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Hentsch defended himself stoutly. Ordering 1. Armee to retreat lay within
the scope of his instructions. Indeed, OHL maintained a contingency plan
for just such an action. Faced with the withdrawal of 2. Armee, he saw little
alternative: 1. Armee had to retreat in its turn. If he was wrong, he should
have been reprimanded at the time. But no such reprimand had been
torthcoming. Far from it, when Moltke heard Hentsch’s report, his response
was reportedly one of relief: “Thank God! It is far better than I thought.’

Hentsch also refused to accept any responsibility for the indiscipline of
those tormations (Richthofen’s Hoherer Kavallerie-Kommandeur 1 a notable
culprit) that had radioed their orders and reports in clear, allowing them to
be intercepted by the French. Or for the poor communication between army
commanders — and between those commanders and OHL — which left Biillow
short of two army corps to secure his flank.

Kluck maintained to the end that he could have defeated 6e Armée by
attacking on the evening of 9 September. But he was also forced to admit that
any further advance on his part would have sealed his separation from the
rest of the German forces and prompted a retreat via Amiens or even Dieppe.
Wounded in March 19135, he retired from active service in October of the
following year.

Bilow was promoted to the rank of Generalfeldmarschall in January
1915. But he suffered a heart attack two months later and was allowed to
retire in the following year. Hausen retired from active service on grounds of
il health on 19 September 1914; General der Kavallerie von Einem, the
commander of VII Armeekorps, replaced him.

On the French side, much ink was spilled in the post-war years in the
effort to establish the claims of one general or another to the victory of the
Marne. Without Joffre, it would certainly have been impossible. His was the
vision to hold the Germans where he did and his the unshakeable confidence
that prevented the Allied armies from disintegrating. Foch commented, ‘If we
had not had him in 1914, I don’t know what would have become of us.” Joffre
put it another way. He later remarked drily, ‘I don’t know who won the
battle, but had it been lost, then it would have been me that lost it.’

Yet without the staunch defence of lére and 2e Armées on the Moselle,
there would have been no position for Joffre to hold. Without Gallieni’s quick
wit, the opportunity for Maunoury’s attack might have been lost. Without
Lanrezac’s victory at Guise on 29 August, the French Army would not have had
the time to recover. And without the drive of Foch and Franchet d’Esperey, the
defence of the Saint-Gond marshes and the advance into the gap between 1. and
2. Armeen would not have been possible.

But, for all the heat generated by the controversy, the battle of the Marne
remained a flawed victory. True, the invading armies had been turned back.
But it had proved impossible to deal them a decisive blow. Indeed, they
continued to occupy a considerable part of northern France, including the
important coal and steel region of Briey, in Alsace. Pursuit of the retreating
Germans had simply been not vigorous enough. Much of this can be explained
by the rigours of the preceding campaign, which took its toll of men and
animals alike. But this was not the whole story. Conneau’s Corps de cavalerie
was unable to advance decisively into the gap between 1. and 2. Armeen —
not only through exhaustion but also because its horses were poorly cared for.
It seems unlikely that this would have happened under a Murat.

Indeed, leaders with the all-round ability of Murat were few and far between
in the French Army of the period. Individual initiative was discouraged, and




German prisoners from RIR 36
stand outside the church at
Neufmontiers, a mounted
provost guard to their right.

Joffre was able to keep a much tighter rein on his subordinates than could
Moltke. Liaison officers at each army headquarters acted as a conduit for reports
and guidance between GQG and the front, ensuring that army commanders
followed orders.

But this system was not guaranteed to produce general officers of the
calibre required. Joffre did not hesitate to sack a number of senior officers
whose performance was not up to standard. By the end of the battle of the
Marne, two army commanders, ten corps commanders and perhaps as many
as 38 divisional commanders had all felt Jotfre’s wrath — their careers “put at
the disposition of the Minister’. A few eventually received another field
command. But the majority were shunted into administrative posts in the
regions, or simply retired.

Hailed as the ‘Victor of the Marne’, Joffre could for a time do no wrong
in the eyes of politicians and public alike. But in 1916, his reputation
tarnished by failure to inflict a decisive defeat on the Germans, he was
removed from command. Created a marshal of France, he was given a largely
sinecure post within the Ministry of War. Joffre’s army commanders met with
varying fortunes. Franchet d’Esperey became an army group commander in
19135, before being appointed commander of the Allied forces in Salonika in
1918. Maunoury was badly wounded in 1915 — eventually losing his sight —
and was appointed military governor of Paris in the same year. Foch was
promoted to army group commander in 1915, his star then waning with
Joffre’s fall. But he rose again and was appointed to supreme command of all
the Allied Forces in 1918. Gallieni remained in his post of military governor
of Paris until October 1915, when he was appointed minister of war. Ill health
and disillusion with politics and politicians prompted his retirement in
January 1916, and he died in May of that year.

Other relatively minor actors in the drama of the Marne went on to
oreater things. Pétain and Mangin — both divisional commanders in 5e Armée
— became army commanders. Pétain went on to become the hero of Verdun
and play a significant part in World War II. Robert Nivelle, the 6e Armée
artillery colonel whose batteries had alone defeated a German attack, received
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a brigade on the back of his performance. His subsequent rise was swift, and
his fall equally so. Replacing Joffre in overall command of French armies on
the Western Front in December 1916, he was sacked ignominiously the
following summer after the failure of his Spring Offensive. Alphonse Juin, in
1914 a young officer in the Brigade Marocaine, would lose an arm the
following year. But he went on to become commander of the Corps
Expéditionnaire Francais fighting in Italy in 1943-44 and a marshal of
France.

Accurate casualty figures for the battle of the Marne are hard to obtain.
Many units submitted irregular returns at this time — to the despair of the
French Otficial History — so precise figures for the battle itself are impossible
to establish. The Otficial History offers figures only for the whole of
September, which must, of course, include the later tighting on the Aisne. In
this period the French lost a total of 213,445 men: 18,073 killed, 111,963
wounded and 83,409 missing.

Regimental depots were scoured for every available man to replace the
losses. The class of 1914 had already been called up on the outbreak of war
and this would eventually yield some 292,447 men. In December 1914, the
class of 1915 was called up as well, adding a further 279,112 new recruits.
The Sultan of Morocco sent another regiment. And more men were sought
from those French regiments serving in North Africa.

As far as the British were concerned, Sir John French’s time in command
was not always a happy one. A gifted cavalry leader, as he showed in South
Africa, the campaigns of 1914—15 showed him out of his depth with the full
panoply of modern wartare. He appeared to be weighed down by the
responsibility of commanding his country’s main field force and he was an
often-unwilling partner to the French. One contemporary politician said of
him, ‘I daresay that he is not the cleverest man, but he is the most successful
soldier we could find.” He was eventually sacked in December 19135, after
the battle of Loos.



French’s relationship with his subordinates was often quarrelsome. French
and Smith-Dorrien had clashed before the outbreak of war — largely over the
role of cavalry in modern warfare — and Smith-Dorrien’s last-minute
appointment to II Corps had been made against French’s express wishes. Their
feud continued to flare up at the front until the spring of 1915, when French
succeeded in having Smith-Dorrien removed, perhaps unfairly, from command.

Of the other British commanders, Pulteney — despite his apparent
incompetence — remained in post until 1918, when he was sacked after the
German Spring Offensive. Both Allenby and Gough became army
commanders during the course of the war. Allenby became Allied commander
in Palestine. However, Gough, like Pulteney, was made to shoulder
responsibility for the poor British performance of March 1918.

According to the British Official History, British casualties in the battle
totalled 12,733. The first drafts of reservists were joining their battalions in
France just as the battle began, and others were on their way to France. But
manpower remained low for the rest of the year. The ‘New Army’ of men
who had volunteered on the outbreak of war was as yet nowhere near fully
trained. Meanwhile the Territorial Force was deemed suitable only for
garrison duties. Immediate reinforcements had to come from India, with the
first two divisions arriving in October.

Wounded German prisonets,

guarded by gendarmes, restin
the field hospital at Varreddes

after the German retreat.
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German casualty figures are equally difficult to establish. The German
Official History of the battle provides none and many army papers were
destroyed during World War II. In the semi-official Schlachten des
Weltkrieges, casualties in the infantry divisions of 1. Armee are given as 422
officers and 11,320 men. The brunt of these was borne by IV Reservekorps,
which lost 189 officers and 4,502 men. However, even these figures are
incomplete, and do not include many of the artillery regiments.

Losses were certainly severe in some 1. Armee regiments. Infanterie-
Regiment 165 lost 22 officers and 606 men. Meanwhile, in Reservekorps,
four infantry regiments lost around one third of their total strength — over 600
men each. 2. Armee’s losses totalled 396 officers and 12,369 men, while those
of the 3. Armee formations engaged along the Somme were 91 officers and
5,107 men.

The Gardekorps was the hardest hit of all the formations engaged
anywhere in the battle, losing 179 officers and 5,748 men. The Franz and
Augusta regiments were almost halved in strength, each losing over 900 all
ranks, while the other two regiments lost over 800 each. Across all the armies
most heavily engaged during the battle, the Saxon Official Historian
Generalmajor Baumgarten-Crusius estimated that fully two-thirds of
regimental officers had been killed or wounded. In addition, the French
claimed 40,000 prisoners. However, this figure must include some of the
wounded from the totals above — those deemed too badly injured to be moved
and thus left behind during the retreat.

The class of 1914 reported in September of that year. But the class of 1915
was not called up until the following spring — between April and June. During
September 1914 the Germans turned to a mixture of untrained volunteers,
reservists and older men from the Landwehr and Landsturm to fill the gaps.
In November 1914 these corps took part in the first battle of Ypres. But, with
so little time to train, they incurred heavy losses.

The French artillery played an important part in the battle — but not in the
role intended by the regulations. Poor coordination with the infantry meant
that many attacks were unsupported by the artillery and heavy casualties
were incurred as a result. It was not that the artillery turned its back on
bombarding enemy positions. Indeed, these tactics were successful in halting
many German attacks. But the rate at which equipment and shells were used
provoked a crisis. At mobilization 530,000 rounds of 7Smm ammunition
were available; by S September stocks had fallen to 465,000; and by 10
September only 33,000 remained. Reserve magazines, which normally held
300 rounds per gun, were empty. Some armies were using ammunition for the
heavier 120L cannon at the rate of 62 shells a day. Yet the factories were
turning out only four shells a day. Nor could the magazines keep up with the
demand for replacement weapons. On 10 September the seven French armies
had a total deficit of 272 guns and 713 caissons. Of these, only 120 guns and
346 caissons could be replaced immediately.

This was not the only cause for concern. Before the war the French had
made the decision to concentrate on field artillery at the expense of heavier
calibres and howitzers — a policy whose flaws were quickly revealed by the
performance of the German artillery on the Marne. The 155 CTR, the only
heavy piece of field artillery in the French arsenal, had soon proved itself
inaccurate. To make up the deficit Jotfre had to make do and mend. He got
hold of naval guns and stripped older weapons from coastal fortifications
and from the fortresses at Lyon, Grenoble and Briangon. Given how easily the




Germans had taken strongholds like Liege, this seemed a sensible measure.
But it was a decision that would return to haunt the French at Verdun.

Overall, though, German soldiers were impressed with the accuracy and
volume of French fire. And post-war accounts compared it favourably with
their own. Writing in 1920, Generalleutnant Rohne admitted: ‘French field
artillery was superior to ours not only from the point of view of equipment,
but also in its employment and the weight of the bombardment.” French
artillery certainly outranged the German equivalent, their shrapnel shells had
a wider bursting radius, and their high-explosive shells were more powertul.
‘It is sad to recall,” concluded Baumgarten-Crusius, ‘that despite the excellent
training of men and horses, imbued as they all were with such a proud spirit
compared to the French, at the beginning of the war the German artillery
was not at the top of its game.’

If one aspect of the battle presaged the shape of things to come, it was the
role of aerial reconnaissance. Before the outbreak of war, Général Foch had
dismissed aircraft as good for sport and nothing else. Yet it was aircraft that
spotted Kluck’s turn away from Paris, and further missions, on both sides,
kept a close eye on the ground forces as they manoeuvred for advantage. The
comparative failure of the cavalry placed the achievement of aerial
reconnaissance in particularly high relief, but it was not an unalloyed success.
Aviation officers were not yet skilled in interpreting what they saw, and the
generals on the ground had not yet learnt to trust the results. It was this gap
between the ability to perceive the enemy’s movements and to comprehend
fully their implications that induced caution, sometimes overcaution, In
commanders — particularly on the Allied side. Yet before long aircraft would
become an integral weapon in the arsenal of both combatants.
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THE BATTLEFIELD TODAY

The memorial to the fighting
at Mondement towers over
the village church. Although
authorized by parliament in
1920, the design competition
did not take place until 1929.
In the following year the
commission was handed to

Paul Bigot and Henri Bouchard.

The monolith was in place in
1933, but its carvings were not
finished until just before the
outbreak of war in 1939,
lending a certain irony to its
motto To all who since time
immemorial have stood up
against those who would
invade our land’,
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Although some areas are now more heavily wooded than in 1914, the
battlefield is little changed and still produces a heavy crop of cereals and sugar
beet. In the west the railway line of the TGV Est cuts across the fields where
55e Division de réserve strove in vain to reach the German lines. Here, near
Chambry, a French war cemetery and a German war cemetery lie on opposite
sides of a line that now connects Paris with Strasbourg and Stuttgart. In the
eastern part of the battlefield, the busy N4 snakes its way around Esternay,
Sézanne and Fére-Champenoise, while the small airport of Chalons-Vatry
occupies the fields crossed by the Saxons in their attack on Lenharrée.

After the war a number of monuments were erected in and around the
battlefield to commemorate the Allied victory. A squat block in honour of the
‘Armies of Paris’, placed by a dusty crossroads near Penchard, is now bypassed
by the modern road system. A monument to Gallieni was placed curiously
distant from the battlefield — near Trilbardou, west of Meaux. The statue has
now been stolen, so the monument consists only of a plinth. A modernist
mosaic marks the grave of the writer Charles Péguy - killed in front of Villeroy
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on the first day of the battle — as well as 98 of his comrades from 231e, 246e
and 276e RIs. A small column in the churchyard of Lenharrée was erected by
the villagers in honour of the 540 Frenchmen who fell defending their home.
And, most extraordinary of all, a granite and concrete menhir at Mondement,
33m (108ft) high, looks out from the ridge over the Saint-Gond marshes. Two
more monuments were built at the initiative of local clergy: Notre Dame de la
Marne, near Barcy, built in 1924; and the chapel on a hill overlooking the
small town of Dormans, built between 1921 and 1931, which commemorates
both the first and second battles of the Marne.

At the time of writing, there are two small museums devoted to the battle,
at Villeroy and at Mondement; both concentrate on the fighting in the local
area. A new museum of the Great War is planned for Meaux, opening in 2011.

TOP

The Grande Tombe de Villeroy,
with its distinctive mosaic style,
marks the grave of Charles
Peguy and his comrades of 55e
and 56e Divisions d’infanterie.
In the background is
Monthyon.

BOTTOM

The German cemetery near
Chambry. Created in 1919 by
the French autheorities, it was
taken over by the Volksbund
Deutsche Kriegsgraberflrsorge
in 1927-28. It includes the dead
gathered from 25 communes
within the Seine-et-Marne
department. 64 men lie in
individual graves; 998, of whom
only 13 are known by name,

lie in a communal grave.
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