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    Disclaimer 
 
    This book contain interesting facts and trivia about things you didn’t know, and likely don’t care about, but it’s fun! These trivia facts are perfect for playing pub quizzes with your friends or just a night in with random facts you didn’t know about. Funny facts goes a long way, enjoy the read! 
 
    


 
   
  
 



 
 
    
    	 After four nominations, Morgan Freeman won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for 2004’s Million Dollar Baby. 
 
    	 Jockeys carrying their saddle are weighed at the beginning and end of every horse race. 
 
    	 Grand Central Terminal in New York City spans 48 acres and services more than 100 tracks in total. 
 
    	 Bartles & Jaymes wine coolers were introduced by Ernest & Julio Gallo in 1981. 
 
    	 Wheel of Fortune host Pat Sajak worked as a DJ for the Armed Forces Radio Network while serving in Vietnam. 
 
    	 Volleyball was invented by William G. Morgan at a Massachusetts YMCA in 1895. 
 
    	 Architect Julia Morgan designed publisher William Randolph Hearst’s castle at San Simeon, California. 
 
    	 In 1909 Abraham Lincoln became the first person depicted on a U.S. coin. 
 
    	 Ohio was the first state west of the Alleghenies which is why its state seal shows the sun rising over the mountains. 
 
    	 The 13-year and 17-year locusts aren't really locusts but rather cicadas. 
 
    	 79 square centimeters is the surface area of an average brick. 
 
    	 Karaoke, meaning “empty orchestra,” was invented in Kobe, Japan in the early 1970s. 
 
    	 Anger about the first military drafts in the U.S. established by federal law spurred riots in July 1863. 
 
    	 Rapper Coolio was born Artis Ivey Jr. 
 
    	 Thomas Hunt Morgan won a Nobel Prize in 1933 for his work on heredity using the genes of fruit flies. 
 
    	 Now producing more than 500 million snacks annually, the first Slim Jim was snapped into in 1929. 
 
    	 A wandering albatross can live for up to 80 years. 
 
    	 There is an average of more than 2 ½ credit cards for every single American. 
 
    	 The Arthur Avenue Market in New York City was established by Mayor LaGuardia in 1940 to eliminate the pushcarts that he found a nuisance. 
 
    	 Some prehistoric relatives of the dragonfly had wingspans in excess of two feet. 
 
    	 Christchurch, New Zealand was named for a college at Oxford. 
 
    	 Leo Tolstoy took six years to write War & Peace. 
 
    	 Patience and Fortitude are the names of the lions at the front of the New York City public library. 
 
    	 Lethologica is the state of not being able to remember the word you want. 
 
    	 Eighty dollars is the average amount withdrawn from the world’s 1.6 million ATMs. 
 
    	 672 is the international dialing code for Antarctica. 
 
    	 The Basilique Notre-Dame in Montreal has one of the largest bells in North America, weighing 12 tons. 
 
    	 The patron saint of bricklayers is St. Stephen. 
 
    	 The United States purchased the U.S. Virgin Islands from Denmark during WWI when Americans feared they might be used as a German submarine base. 
 
    	 Emile Gagnan and Jacques Cousteau invented the pressure regulating valve used in diving tanks. 
 
    	 Persians began knitting rugs in about 400 B.C., and some of the patterns remain popular today. 
 
    	 All Saints day on November 1 dates to the dedication of a Vatican chapel to all saints around 735 by Pope Gregory III. 
 
    	 The red sky in Edvard Munch's 1893 painting "The Scream" may be from the debris in the Oslo air from the eruption of the volcano Krakatoa half a world away. 
 
    	 Until 1950 the soft drink 7 Up contained lithium citrate, a mood stabilizing drug. 
 
    	 At the height of its popularity in the early-2000s, ABC was airing Who Wants to be a Millionaire? in primetime five nights a week. 
 
    	 The first radio station to be webcast was WXYC in Chapel Hill, NC in 1994. 
 
    	 The slogan of the Boy Scouts is “Do a good turn daily.” 
 
    	 Iceland is the country that most heavily uses debit and credit cards with about 70% of all transactions taking place on plastic. 
 
    	 Inside the heart there are four valves; two semilunar, a bicuspid, and a tricuspid. 
 
    	 In 1861, at the outbreak of the Civil War, nearly the entire student body of the University of Mississippi enlisted in the Confederate army and suffered a 100% casualty rate. 
 
    	 The city of Madrid is the site of a Moorish fortress named Magerit built in the 900s. 
 
    	 Archie was the name of the first internet search engine. 
 
    	 Southwest Airlines has utilized several different humorous taglines in their advertising including "The Somebody Else Up There Who Loves You" and "You're Now Free To Move About The Country." 
 
    	 Henry Winkler earned a master's degree from the Yale School of Drama four years before landing the role of "The Fonz.” 
 
    	 Nisei, meaning “second generation,” is a Japanese word for a person born in America from parents who emigrated from Japan. 
 
    	 London’s Newgate Prison was in use from 1188 to 1902 and appears in a number of classic literary works including Tom Jones and Barnaby Rudge. 
 
    	 Under Chiang Kai-shek, Nanking was the capital of all China. 
 
    	 Large parts of Ur’s great ziggurat temple tower still exist even though it was constructed more than 4,000 years ago. 
 
    	 Yale is the second most common college for a U.S. President to have attended with five presidents. 
 
    	 A royal birth in Great Britain is traditionally accompanied by a 41-gun salute. 
 
    	 The Liberace Museum in Paradise, Nevada house the world’s largest rhinestone a foot in diameter weighing 59 pounds. 
 
    	 Lucy Maud Montgomery’s 1908 book Anne of Green Gables is the bestselling book ever written by a citizen of Canada. 
 
    	 The Sooty Tern spends the most time in the air of any bird with the ability to take off and stay airborne for more than three years without ever touching down. 
 
    	 The typical lifespan of a $1 bill is 18 months. 
 
    	 A McDonald’s Big Mac averages 178 sesame seeds on its bun. 
 
    	 A cord of wood can produce about 7 ½ million toothpicks. 
 
    	 Herman Badillo, the first Puerto Rican elected to the U.S. House of Representatives was elected by New York in 1970. 
 
    	 The baseball team that started in Philadelphia in 1901 is now the Oakland As. 
 
    	 Gestapo was derived from three German words that meant “secret state police.” 
 
    	 An AA battery typically holds 1.5 volts. 
 
    	 James Buchanan had the most siblings of any United States President with 6 sisters and 4 brothers. 
 
    	 The unit of length used to express electromagnetic wavelengths is the angstrom the symbol for which is an A with a small circle above it. 
 
    	 Released in 1987 George Harrison’s cover of “Got My Mind Set on You” was the last single by any member of the Beatles to top the U.S. pop charts. 
 
    	 In the early-19th century it took 18 years to compile the first Webster’s Dictionary. 
 
    	 On February 23, 1954 Dr. Jonas Salk began inoculating children against polio in Pittsburgh. 
 
    	 Popularly known as "The Oldest House", the Gonzalez-Alvarez House in St. Augustine, Florida city dates from around 1723. 
 
    	 With its food served "With the Speed of Sound", the Top Hat chain in Oklahoma changed its name to Sonic in 1959. 
 
    	 Martha Washington was the first First Lady to appear on U.S. currency when she appeared on the $1 silver certificate in the late-1800s. 
 
    	 Named for protestant reformer John Calvin, Calvinism is associated with the values of thrift and labor. 
 
    	 In 1533 Anne Boleyn gave birth to future Queen Elizabeth I. 
 
    	 Edmond Halley paid all the expenses to publish Sir Isaac Newton’s 1687 masterpiece "Principia Mathematica.” 
 
    	 A flamboyance is the collective noun for a group of flamingos.  
 
    	 On average redheads have the fewest number of hairs on their heads while blondes have the greatest number. 
 
    	 The term “survival of the fittest” was not coined by Charles Darwin but rather by Herbert Spencer in his 1864 Principles of Biology. 
 
    	 The blossoms and leaves of two magnolias appear of the state quarter for Mississippi. 
 
    	 In 1948 Gamow, Herman, and Alpher developed the Big Bang Theory. 
 
    	 Pro football's Chiefs play their home games in Kansas City’s Arrowhead Stadium. 
 
    	 Madonna’s 1992 coffee table book Sex sold more than 150,000 copies on its first day of release. 
 
    	 The Pennsylvania city of Bethlehem was founded in 1741 and named on Christmas Eve. 
 
    	 At the 2016 Summer Olympics twenty competing nations were represented by three or fewer athletes with Tuvalu sending only a single competitor. 
 
    	 Australian actor/director Mel Gibson was born in Peekskill, New York and didn’t live in Australia until the age of 12. 
 
    	 Fort Knox and the New York Fed together hold 7.5% of the world’s supply of gold. 
 
    	 During the 1872 election, presidential incumbent Ulysses S. Grant ran against a corpse as his opponent Horace Greeley died before the election was finalized.  
 
    	 Grossglockner Mountain in the Alps is the highest point in Austria. 
 
    	 New Jersey band Looking Glass had their only hit in 1972 when “Brandy (You're a Fine Girl)” topped the Billboard chart. 
 
    	 37 million new bank notes roll off the presses at the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing every day with about half being $1 bills. 
 
    	 Scientific families of lizard include Gekkonidae and Iguanidae. 
 
    	 The Portuguese Empire, generally considered the first global empire, lasted for six centuries reaching its height at the start of the 19th century. 
 
    	 The word “mint” for a place to make money comes from the facts that ancient Romans minted their coins in the temple of Juno Moneta. 
 
    	 A bird’s lungs take up about 1/5th of its body compared to a human whose lungs make up about 1/20th. 
 
    	 The Battle of Dien Bien Phu in Vietname in 1954 led to end of French occupation of that country. 
 
    	 Italian for "first lady", prima donna can refer to an opera singer or someone who's just spoiled. 
 
    	 The three forms of plague are septicemic, pneumonic, and bubonic. 
 
    	 Peter Tchaikovsky wrote three ballets; "Swan Lake,” "Sleeping Beauty," and “The Nutcracker.” 
 
    	 The sinking of the Nazi military transport Wilhelm Gustloff in 1945 by a Soviet submarine resulted in between 5,300 and 9,400 deaths making it the greatest maritime loss of life in history. 
 
    	 The sword-billed hummingbird is the only bird with a bill longer than its body. 
 
    	 On July 24, 1969 the U.S.S. Hornet retrieved the crew of Apollo 11 in the Pacific. 
 
    	 One Hundred Years of Solitude (1967) by Gabriel García Márquez spans seven different generations of a Colombian family. 
 
    	 The red-billed Quelea of sub-Saharan Africa is the most common wild bird in the world with a breeding population of some 1.5 billion pairs. 
 
    	 In 1967 the L.A. Coliseum hosted the first Super Bowl between the Kansas City Chiefs and the Green Bay Packers. 
 
    	 Forbes magazine once estimated Willy Wonka’s net worth at $8 billion. 
 
    	 Since 1736 field marshal has been the highest rank in the British Army. 
 
    	 “Gangnam Style” was the first video on YouTube to reach 2 billion views. 
 
    	 James Garfield was the first U.S. President ever to talk on a telephone. 
 
    	 About 200 people have died since 1988 due to collisions between airplanes and birds. 
 
    	 In 1900 Brigham H. Roberts of Utah was excluded from the U.S. House of Representatives for having been convicted of the crime of polygamy. 
 
    	 The first chocolate bar was made in 1842 by the English company Cadbury. 
 
    	 In 1963 the song “Sukiyaki” by Kyu Sakamoto became the only Japanese-language song ever to top the U.S. charts. 
 
    	 Hatchet Hall in Eureka Springs, Arkansas is the historic residence of prohibitionist Carrie Nation. 
 
    	 Bosworth Field was the site where the War of the Roses ended. 
 
    	 Canadians lead the world in living in the U.S. with expired visas with an estimated 93,000 currently doing so. 
 
    	 Building an average sized house out of Lego would cost about six times more than building it out of regular bricks. 
 
    	 Lemon, vanilla, raspberry, and black cherry vanilla are all discontinued flavors of Diet Coke. 
 
    	 The University of Kentucky’s Sanders-Brown Center on Aging is named in honor of fast food magnate Colonel Sanders and politician John Y. Brown Sr. 
 
    	 On April 4, 1860 Jack Keetley became the first to change mounts at Rock Creek Station in the new Pony Express. 
 
    	 Approximately 78% of NFL players are bankrupt within two years of finishing their career. 
 
    	 The combined weight of all the ants in the world is about the same as the combined weight of all the people. 
 
    	 Some species of mole can dig as much as 300 feet in a single night. 
 
    	 Steamboats on the Missouri River are featured on the state seals of both Nebraska and South Dakota. 
 
    	 Markus Persson sold his computer game Minecraft to Microsoft for $2.5 billion in 2014. 
 
    	 San Quentin, California's first state prison, it was built with convict labor in 1852. 
 
    	 Gin combined with dry vermouth is a martini, with sweet vermouth it’s a Manhattan. 
 
    	 John Carroll, America's first Roman Catholic bishop, founded Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 
 
    	 Two eagles appear on the State Seal of New Mexico, one on a cactus with a snake in its beak. 
 
    	 Vertebrates make up about 3% of all animal species. 
 
    	 Soybean, rice or potato flour may be used to make the Japanese noodles known as harusame. 
 
    	 Bond girl Maud Adams appeared in both The Man with the Golden Gun in 1974 and Octopussy in 1983 as well as a non-speaking role in 1985’s A View to a Kill. 
 
    	 In 1965 New Zealand gave self-governance to the Cook Islands. 
 
    	 At over 300,000 square miles, New Guinea is the world’s second largest island. 
 
    	 In cell division, mitosis splits the nucleus and cytokinesis splits the cytoplasm, the liquid which cushions the nucleus. 
 
    	 On January 22, 1901 Queen Victoria died at Osborne House, her seaside home on the Isle of Wight. 
 
    	 Named for a German botanist, fuchsia is a brilliant deep pink color tinged with purple. 
 
    	 In a Japanese restaurant, kani is crab & kani-kamaboko is fake crab. 
 
    	 In 1206 Genghis Khan drew up a code, the Great Yasa, which laid down basic Mongol law. 
 
    	 The Greek goddess Aphrodite was the daughter of Zeus and Dione. 
 
    	 The term “forecast” for weather predictions was decided on around 1860 when British meteorologist Robert Fitzroy chose it over terms like prediction and prophecy. 
 
    	 Two-thirds of the Portuguese capital city of Lisbon was destroyed by an earthquake in 1755. 
 
    	 Polish labor leader Lech Walesa became Poland’s first freely elected president in 63 years in 1990 and served for five years but only received 1% of the vote when he tried to run again in 2000. 
 
    	 The iconic Morton Salt Girl and accompanying slogan “When It Rains, It Pours” first appeared in advertising in 1914. 
 
    	 1995’s Goldeneye was the first outing for Dame Judi Dench as Bond’s boss M. 
 
    	 Flowing into the Bering Sea, the Yukon River is the third longest in the United States. 
 
    	 Toledo is the heart of the La Mancha region of Spain mentioned in the first sentence of Don Quixote. 
 
    	 In 1973 Yvonne Brathwaite Burke was the first member of Congress granted maternity leave. 
 
    	 George Clooney won his only acting Oscar for a supporting role in 2005’s Syriana. 
 
    	 Molasses is the ingredient that gives Boston Brown Bread its color. 
 
    	 Michael Chrichton spend time as a student at Massachusetts General Hospital and would later base the television series ER on his experiences there. 
 
    	 At age 21, Britney Spears and Melissa Gilbert are tied as the youngest people ever to get a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
 
    	 Fast food chain Burger King, founded in Miami in 1954, claimed to be first to offer indoor seating. 
 
    	 To date 21 states have been the birthplace of United States Presidents. 
 
    	 An average person will eat about 60,000 pounds of food in their lifetime. 
 
    	 A truel is a duel involving three people. 
 
    	 The Associated Press (AP) was founded by six New York newspapers in 1848. 
 
    	 Pizza Hut began with a single pizza parlor in Wichita, Kansas in 1958. 
 
    	 12th century rabbi Benjamin of Tudela may have been the first European to reach China, before Marco Polo. 
 
    	 Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry, James Brown and Buddy Holly were among the inaugural class inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1986. 
 
    	 After losing the Civil War, between two and four thousand Confederates left the U.S. to found a colony in Brazil. 
 
    	 Every minute of the day, Twitter hosts about 350,000 tweets. 
 
    	 A gathering of five current and former U.S. Presidents at the dedication of the George W. Bush library in 2003 tied for the largest number gathered in one place with the 1994 funeral of Richard Nixon. 
 
    	 DNA has four bases abbreviated A, G, C, and T. 
 
    	 In 1895 Boston’s city library in Copley Square opened the first U.S. library area just for children. 
 
    	 The post-WWI "Big 4" leaders were Wilson, Lloyd George, Italy's Orlando, and France’s Clemenceau. 
 
    	 Spider silk is about 5 times stronger than steel of the same weight. 
 
    	 "The Car-Strangled Spanner” was a nickname given to the often congested Francis Scott Key bridge over the Potomac. 
 
    	 The Eiffel Tower is made of 18,038 pieces that are held together by 2.5 million rivets. 
 
    	 Madeleine L'Engle’s Time Quintet began with A Wrinkle in Time in 1962 and ended with An Acceptable Time in 1989. 
 
    	 The nation of Brazil sent about 25,000 troops to fight in WWII, making it the only independent Latin American country to do so on a national level. 
 
    	 The 1966 World Series between the Baltimore Orioles and the Los Angeles Dodgers was the lowest scoring series in history with both teams combined batting .171. 
 
    	 All British monarchs in the 20th century have produced an heir with the exception of Edward VIII who abdicated his position in 1936. 
 
    	 Christine Hefner, daughter of magazine founder Hugh Hefner, headed the magazine Playboy from 1988 through 2008. 
 
    	 Ulysses S. Grant attempted to annex the Dominican Republic in 1869 in part for its strategic importance and in part as a place for persecuted former slaves to flee. 
 
    	 Ernie of Sesame Street fame had a chart hit in 1970 when “Rubber Duckie” reached #16 on the charts. 
 
    	 It is estimated that about 600,000 people die in China each year from issues related to overwork. 
 
    	 Saw is the biggest global horror franchise with nearly one billion dollars in ticket sales. 
 
    	 Linguist Marc Okrand created the Klingon language for Star Trek. 
 
    	 80% of information stored on all computers in the world is in English. 
 
    	 Women in Guatemala, Bolivia and Indonesia have an average height at or below that considered short enough to be a dwarf. 
 
    	 Sea otters seldom leave the water and will eat and sleep floating on their backs. 
 
    	 77% of Russia is made up of Siberia. 
 
    	 The cavalry weapon the sabre was inspired by the Turkish scimitar. 
 
    	 The weighted mass suspended at the bottom of a pendulum is called a bob. 
 
    	 In 1858 Douglas and Lincoln engaged in seven debates about slavery. 
 
    	 "La Petite Roche” was the French name given to Little Rock, Arkansas by explorer Bernard de la Harpe in 1722. 
 
    	 At about 5 million square miles, the Arctic is the smallest ocean. 
 
    	 From the French for "leading off,” a debutante is a young woman introduced to fashionable society. 
 
    	 Members of the German Bundestag are popularly elected to serve terms of four years. 
 
    	 A 1991 album honoring iconic actor James Dean included the songs "Dead Man's Curve" and "Rebel Rouser.” 
 
    	 The coat of arms of Colombia shows the isthmus of Panama, which was once a part of it. 
 
    	 The Bern Convention first adopted in 1886 is an international treaty concerned with copyright. 
 
    	 Arkansas' Boston Mountains are the highest elevations in the 50,000-square-mile mountain region of the Ozarks. 
 
    	 1953 saw the first national issue of TV Guide with a cover featuring Desi Arnaz, Jr. 
 
    	 With more than 10 million people, the city of Bangkok is estimated to have only about 1,300 homeless. 
 
    	 1836 was the last (and only) year in which the United States was debt free. 
 
    	 A type of fern knows and adders-tongue has by far the most chromosomes of any living thing on Earth with up to 1260 (compared to 46 for a human). 
 
    	 “The Queen of the Adriatic” is a popular nickname for Venice. 
 
    	 From the French for “small stitch,” petit point is a stitch used in embroidery. 
 
    	 A "prayer book" was the nickname for a cowboy’s pack of cigarette rolling papers in the old west. 
 
    	 On April 30, 1900 Casey Jones died bravely with one hand on the brake lever of the Cannonball Express. 
 
    	 Paisley Park in Chanhassen, Minnesota housed the recording studio of rocker Prince. 
 
    	 The original and only copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s Codex Leicester notebook is the most expensive book in the world last selling for more than $30 million in 1994. 
 
    	 Among Annie Oakley’s feats was the shooting of a cigarette from the mouth of Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany. 
 
    	 Blood with hemocyanin which contains copper will appear blue, as in lobsters, snails, and spiders. 
 
    	 Paul Fleming founded P. F. Chang's China Bistro in Scottsdale, AZ in 1993. 
 
    	 Memphis, TN is the location of FedEx headquarters due to a combination of good weather and location. 
 
    	 In 1989 many crops were devastated in California due to a Medfly invasion which was supposedly a deliberate act by a group protesting the aerial spraying of the insecticide Malathion. 
 
    	 There are more payday lenders in the United States than there are McDonald’s. 
 
    	 Sam Houston may have won Texas its independence from Mexico, but he was removed from his seat as governor of the state because he refused to support the Confederacy at the outbreak of the American Civil War. 
 
    	 The gas firedamp, feared for the mine explosions it causes, is mainly composed of Methane. 
 
    	 Premier dancer is the term referring to the star male dancer of a ballet company. 
 
    	 Mizaru, Mikazaru, and Mazaru are the names of the monkey “no evil” trio. 
 
    	 Denmark's current flag design was first used in 1219. No other modern country has used its flag for so long. 
 
    	 A Mayan language known as Mam is the most spoken native tongue in Central America with large numbers of speakers in both Guatemala and the Chiapas region of Mexico. 
 
    	 Although set in Romania, Bram Stokers’ 1897 novel Dracula didn’t get translated into that country’s native language until 1992. 
 
    	 19th century French physicist Augustin-Jean Fresnel produced many equations on light and wave reflectivity that are used in computer graphics today. 
 
    	 Aaron, the elder brother of Moses, was the first high priest of Israel. 
 
    	 Hobey Baker was the first U.S. ice hockey player inducted into that sport’s hall of fame. 
 
    	 The name of the 1877 invention the phonograph is from the Greek for "sound writing." 
 
    	 Lord Kelvin set absolute zero at -273 degrees C in 1848, and he was only .16 of a degree off. 
 
    	 Going in motion, running parallel to the line to confuse the defense, may only be done by one player under NFL rules. 
 
    	 Those working 11 hours per day are 67% more likely to have a heart attack than those working 8 hours. 
 
    	 Globally around 50 million people are injured in traffic accidents annually. 
 
    	 The largest litter of puppies ever recorded was 24. 
 
    	 The largest gold bar in the world weighs 551 pounds. 
 
    	 Catherine of Aragon was the wife of Henry VIII for 20 years, longer than any other woman. 
 
    	 Many of the fossils at the Peabody Museum at Yale were found by O.C. Marsh, the USA's first professor of paleontology. 
 
    	 Joey Lawrence had a Billboard hit with "Nothin' My Love Can't Fix" in 1993 while he was appearing on the sitcom Blossom. 
 
    	 Nightmare is the name of Caspar the Ghost’s horse. 
 
    	 Around the World in Eight Days was written by aviator Wiley Post after he circled the globe in June of 1931. 
 
    	 More than 300 languages are currently spoken in London schools. 
 
    	 Within 18 months two rats could have in excess of one million descendants. 
 
    	 Women in Greece obtained the right to vote and stand as candidates in 1952. 
 
    	 The New York City subway system is the world’s only mass transit that runs 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
 
    	 Buenos Aires, Argentina has the widest avenue in the world, called the 9th of July, with 14 lanes plus 4 lanes of parallel streets. 
 
    	 At the height of its overseas empire, France controlled more than 8% of the world’s land. 
 
    	 In 2012, divers discovered a 2,000-year-old Roman shipwreck that was so well preserved even the food was intact in its storage jars. 
 
    	 Undetonated World War II bombs are still being discovered in Germany at a rate of about 5,500 per year. 
 
    	 The queen is considered the most powerful piece in chess followed by the rook. 
 
    	 Mount Acha and Gibraltar at the mouth of the Mediterranean are known as the Pillars of Hercules. 
 
    	 The March 1989 issue of Playboy featuring La Toya Jackson broke sales records selling more than 8,000,000 copies. 
 
    	 A test if given before allowing anyone to be a black cab driver in London that includes 25,000 roads and 50,000 points of interest. 
 
    	 The first big hit song of the Second British Invasion of the early 1980s was “Don’t You Want Me” by Human League which spent three weeks at the top of U.S. pop charts in 1982. 
 
    	 On March 1, 1954 five congressmen were shot and wounded in the House of Representatives by nationalists from this U.S. commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
 
    	 Stevie Wonder has won 22 Grammy Awards starting with 4 in 1973. 
 
    	 The Cherokee journey known as the Trail of Tears is commemorated every year in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
 
    	 The Thanboddhay Pagoda in Myanmar has 582,357 Buddha statues. 
 
    	 In 1600, a volcano eruption in Peru caused a famine that killed about 2 million people in Russia. 
 
    	 The "thumb" on the geographic mitten that is Michigan juts into Lake Huron. 
 
    	 Navajo is the most commonly spoken Native American language in the United States. 
 
    	 In 1985 Mel Gibson was People magazine’s first Sexiest Man Alive. 
 
    	 At 6’1” the Dinaric Alps in the Balkans have on average the tallest men in the world. 
 
    	 Australia has the world's 12th-largest economy and it had the world's 5th-highest per-capita income. 
 
    	 For 1963’s Cleopatra, Elizabeth Taylor became the first actor to get a one-million-dollar paycheck. 
 
    	 Passed in December 1985, the Gramm-Rudman Act was designed to get the U.S. national budget balanced. 
 
    	 Bern replaced Zurich as the seat of the Swiss federal government in 1848. 
 
    	 The Mahabharata, used to teach the principles of Hinduism, is 1.8 million words long and is the longest poem in the world. 
 
    	 "He kept us out of war" was Woodrow Wilson' slogan for the 1916 election. About a month after he took office, the U.S. declared war on Germany. 
 
    	 A Choctaw leader who fought Hernando de Soto in the 16th century is the namesake of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
 
    	 In the NBA a technical foul can be called on a player who is not even in the game at the time. 
 
    	 Among vegetables, beets have the highest sugar content. 
 
    	 Winnowing is the process of separating the wheat from the chaff by tossing it into the wind. 
 
    	 Succotash is a Southern dish of lima beans, sometimes chopped sweet peppers, and corn. 
 
    	 Dino from The Flintstones is a snorkasaurus. 
 
    	 Angel Falls in Venezuela is 17 times higher than Niagara. 
 
    	 Drake's Bay in what's now California is believed to be the inlet that Sir Francis Drake sailed into in 1579. 
 
    	 First available to consumers in 1958, WD-40 stands for ‘Water Displacement, 40th formula.’ 
 
    	 An albatross may fly over 600 miles without once flapping its wings. 
 
    	 Disney makes about twice as much money from their theme parks as from their movies. 
 
    	 From 1311 until 1884, when the Washington Monument was completed, Lincoln Cathedral in England became the tallest structure in the world. 
 
    	 The cartoon series The Ant and the Aardvark was voiced by comedian John Byner doing impressions of Dean Martin (for the ant) and Jackie Mason (for the aardvark). 
 
    	 Although it had been in use by pre-Columbian cultures, the modern discovery of platinum was in South America in 1735. 
 
    	 According to a 2014 poll, about the same number of Americans believe in Bigfoot as believe in the Big Bang Theory. 
 
    	 On July 20, 1976 the Viking I space probe landed on Mars the first Earth vehicle to do so successfully. 
 
    	 The degrees of separation between any two Facebook users is only 3.74. 
 
    	 Soft contact lenses are made from high-water-content polymers like hydroxyethylmethacrylate. 
 
    	 A little more than 18% of China’s population is Buddhist, giving it the highest Buddhist population in the world at about 244 million people. 
 
    	 Intel’s name is short of Integrated Electronics. 
 
    	 With one exception, all of the 20 richest women in the world inherited their money from either their father or their spouse. 
 
    	 So far, no Egyptian president has left office without either being arrested or dying. 
 
    	 Agnotology is the study of the deliberate propagation of ignorance. 
 
    	 The coat of arms of the Crosslands and the Calverts, two families related to Lord Baltimore, appear on the state flag of Maryland. 
 
    	 Robespierre has been called the final victim of the reign of terror he helped start. 
 
    	 Vesalius was the 16th century Flemish "Father of Modern Anatomy." 
 
    	 A ‘batman' was a unit of weight in the Ottoman Empire. 
 
    	 In 1978 the Double Eagle II took a 6-day journey to become the first helium balloon to cross the Atlantic. 
 
    	 American commuters collectively spend about 5.5 billion hours a year in traffic. 
 
    	 This Romantic poet Percy Shelley was expelled from Oxford for writing “The Necessity of Atheism.” 
 
    	 9.9 °F is the highest temperature ever recorded at the South Pole. 
 
    	 Cloves is a reddish brown, nail-shaped spice from Zanzibar that gets its name from the Latin for "nail.” 
 
    	 The English-language daily newspaper with the largest circulation in the world is The Times of India. 
 
    	 Doc Severinsen was the Tonight Show bandleader from 1967 until 1992. 
 
    	 More famous today for his pendulum, Foucault invented the gyroscope in 1852. 
 
    	 Poe’s The Murders in the Rue Morgue are often cited as the world’s first detective story. 
 
    	 Amateurs are not permitted to play in the PGA Championship, making it the only of the four major championships with that restriction. 
 
    	 In modern terms gild means to coat with gold but a much older definition means to smear with blood. 
 
    	 In 1983 “Holiday” was Madonna’s first Billboard Top 40 hit. 
 
    	 In early 1961 the number of U.S. military advisors in Vietnam reached around 2,000. 
 
    	 The Tenrikyo sect associated with Shintoism puts Japan at the center of the universe. 
 
    	 Frozen seafood giant Gorton's started in Gloucester, Massachusetts in 1849. 
 
    	 The quadrophonic reel-to-reel was introduced to the U.S. market in 1969. 
 
    	 Flowing more than 2,200 miles into the Caspian Sean, the Volga is the longest river in Europe. 
 
    	 "The triumph of hope over experience,” was what British writer Samuel Johnson called remarriage. 
 
    	 On Sinbad’s fifth voyage, his ship is destroyed by giant angry mythical birds called rocs. 
 
    	 50% of the content of silver dental fillings is mercury. 
 
    	 Ronald Reagan made his big screen debut in 1937’s Love is on the Air. 
 
    	 Isaac Hayes won an Oscar for his theme from the 1971 movie Shaft. 
 
    	 In 1949 Harry Truman traveled to New York to help lay a cornerstone for the United Nations. 
 
    	 The 16th century Maximilian style armor is named for the ruler of the Holy Roman Empire who was called "The Last of the Knights.” 
 
    	 George H.W. Bush was the last incumbent president to be unseated. 
 
    	 Mount Rainer, the tallest peak in the Cascades, is a dormant volcano. 
 
    	 Eagle chicks are called eaglets. 
 
    	 Germany had difficulty importing Coca-Cola syrup during WWII, and this led to the creation of Fanta. 
 
    	 A fanfare is a short musical piece for the trumpet often used to announce royalty. 
 
    	 The billiards division of the Brunswick corporation started in 1845 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
    	 The America’s Cup yacht race was completely dominated by the New York Yacht Club from 1870 until a win by the Royal Perth Yacht Club in 1987. 
 
    	 Indonesia has the world’s highest rate of deforestation. 
 
    	 Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony was the first major symphonic work to use the trombone. 
 
    	 Launched in 1989 with mainly lesser known artists, MTV Unplugged became one of the network’s most popular shows after a 1991 performance by Paul McCartney. 
 
    	 The modern popularity of the gambling game pachinko in Japan started from the first parlor opened in Nagoya in 1948. 
 
    	 Ethnobotany, the study of the relationship between people and plants, was launched in the 20th century by American biologist Richard Schultes. 
 
    	 With nearly 24,000 Wilt Chamberlain holds the NBA record for rebounds. 
 
    	 The first recorded use of Marijuana was in China, over 4700 years ago. 
 
    	 Showgirls (1995) holds the record for most Golden Raspberry Award nominations with 13. 
 
    	 There if a four-year college serving the Oglala Sioux on South Dakota's Pine Ridge Indian reservation. 
 
    	 Dutch physicist Heike Kamerlingh Onnes discovered superconductivity in the early-20th century. 
 
    	 Born in Connecticut in 1800, abolitionist John Brown helped capture an arsenal in 1859 and died a martyr that same year. 
 
    	 The Showtime/BBC series Episodes starring Matt LeBlanc is set mainly in Los Angeles but the first season was shot entirely on location in London. 
 
    	 A Monegasque is a resident of the nation of Monaco. 
 
    	 Sweden and Finland have coasts on the Gulf of Bothnia. 
 
    	 J. Edgar Hoover began his 48-year leadership of the FBI in 1924. 
 
    	 Most Americans get most of their cheese on pizza, with the industry purchasing about $4 billion worth annually. 
 
    	 75% of all the cars Rolls-Royce has ever produced are still on the road today. 
 
    	 A globe, an anchor, and an American eagle are featured on the emblem of the United States Marine Corps. 
 
    	 Internet Travel Network (ITN) in Palo Alto, California was the first website to offer online airplane ticket booking in 1995. 
 
    	 In an almost five-hour flight in 1962, John Glenn orbited the Earth a total of three times. 
 
    	 Outside the capital city of Tunis, Tunisia you can find the ruins of ancient Carthage destroyed by the Romans in 146 BCE. 
 
    	 Henry Bacon designed the Lincoln Memorial; a white marble Doric temple above a pool. 
 
    	 Apart from a slang term for your head, noggin is also a small measurement of liquid. 
 
    	 Inspired by the success of Snapple, beer distributor Arizona Beverages introduced the iced teas to the market in 1992. 
 
    	 Emperor Augustus boasted that he found Rome a city of bricks and left it a city of marble. 
 
    	 Skipjack is the name of a fast-moving species of tuna that appears to skip over the water. 
 
    	 13.8% of the world’s population is Hindu. 
 
    	 Andy Williams had a 1972 hit with "Speak Softly Love", the theme from The Godfather. 
 
    	 Bill Harmsen founded the Jolly Rancher Company in Golden, Colorado in 1949 which originally sold ice cream, candy, and chocolate at stores in the Denver area. 
 
    	 The Joshua tree was named by Mormons for its resemblance to the Biblical prophet Joshua with his arms upraised. 
 
    	 From the Greek for "kidney", the nephron is one of many filtering units in the kidney that remove waste matter from the blood. 
 
    	 Mealybugs are named for the white, flourlike substance that covers their bodies. 
 
    	 A circumorbital hematoma is more commonly known as a black eye. 
 
    	 A species of stingray from the Amazon River is the only non-mammal to be observed chewing their food. 
 
    	 The Chicago Cubs victory parade of 2016 was the seventh largest gathering in human history. 
 
    	 There are about six-hundred-thousand hacking attempts on Facebook every day. 
 
    	 In 1994 a Liberty ship was named in honor of Underground Railroad leader Harriet Tubman. 
 
    	 Literally meaning "little woman", fraulein once meant "Miss", but many modern German women now find it offensive. 
 
    	 Comedy Central sketch comedy program Key & Peele won two Emmy Awards and a Peabody Award in its five-year run. 
 
    	 Vassar's first professor of astronomy was Maria Mitchell in 1865. 
 
    	 Canada's southernmost point lies on Middle Island in Lake Erie. 
 
    	 Argentines call residents of Buenos Aires "Portenos", which means "people of the port.” 
 
    	 In a 1962 primetime documentary, Jacqueline Kennedy gave the first ever televised tour of the White House which was estimated to have been watched by some 80 million viewers. 
 
    	 The West Indian island of Aruba is a self-governing part of the Netherlands. 
 
    	 Grace Hopper was perhaps best-known for co-developing the computer language COBOL. 
 
    	 The shield on New Zealand’s coat of arms is supported by a European woman & a Maori chieftain. 
 
    	 Nefertiti's stepson Tut became pharaoh at about the age of 9. 
 
    	 Three cuneiform bones along with the metatarsals help form the arch of the foot. 
 
    	 The average car has 30,000 parts. 
 
    	 The U.S. Constitution Article 7 required that 9 of the 13 states ratify it for it to become the law of the land. 
 
    	 This standing Ways and Means Committee in the House of Representatives deals with tax bills. 
 
    	 Sitting on the bench from April of 1939 to November of 1975, William O. Douglas was the longest-serving Supreme Court justice. 
 
    	 In the 11th century, William the Conqueror ordered the construction of the Tower of London on the Thames. 
 
    	 Introduced in 1984, the Dodge Caravan and Plymouth Voyager were the first successful models of minivan. 
 
    	 Lausanne, Switzerland is home to the International Olympic Committee and an Olympic museum. 
 
    	 "The World's Greatest Gospel Singer", Mahalia Jackson sang at President Kennedy's inauguration and Martin Luther King's funeral. 
 
    	 The history of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands is exhibited at Fort Christian, named for Denmark's King Christian V. 
 
    	 Among natural dyes, you can get yellow from fustic, weld, or turmeric. 
 
    	 In 2006 “White & Nerdy” became "Weird Al" Yankovic’s first Billboard Top Ten hit. 
 
    	 Al Pacino’s Broadway debut as a junkie in the 1969 play "Does a Tiger Wear a Necktie?" won him a Tony Award. 
 
    	 Winston Churchill lost the 1945 election right after winning WW2. 
 
    	 The General Accounting Office (GAO), audits governmental agencies and reports its findings to Congress. 
 
    	 Common in the Southwestern U.S., the Strawberry Hedgehog belongs to the cactus family. 
 
    	 While the term “meltdown” didn’t start appearing in the nuclear industry vernacular until the 1960s, it was first coined in a trade journal for the ice cream industry in the 1930s. 
 
    	 In 1836 Alabama became the first state to declare Christmas an official holiday. 
 
    	 In captivity, killer whales have been shown to be able to learn the language of bottlenose dolphins. 
 
    	 Around 70% of Australia is arid or semi-arid. 
 
    	 Home field advantage in baseball's fall classic is decided in midsummer by the All-Star Game. 
 
    	 Black velvet is a mixed drink of stout beer and champagne. 
 
    	 When asked what she wanted on her tombstone, Elizabeth Taylor replied, "Here lies Elizabeth. She hated to be called Liz.” 
 
    	 Kelp, a form of leafy brown algae, can be 200 feet long. 
 
    	 In Greek mythology, the group of primeval gigantic beings known the Titans were the parents of most of the Greek gods. 
 
    	 Fox News tried to sue Al Franken for using the phrase “fair and balanced” in the subtitle of a 2003 book. 
 
    	 Sweden has the largest scale model of the solar system in the world. It is in the scale of 1:20 million and stretches 950 km across the country. 
 
    	 Cher is the oldest woman to ever have a number one hit on the U.S. pop charts with “Believe” in 1999. 
 
    	 It was in 1947, two years after FDR’s death, that Congress proposed a law limiting presidents to serving two terms. 
 
    	 The Velvet Revolution was a 1989 Czechoslovakian uprising that led to democratic elections. 
 
    	 There are about 170 billion galaxies in the observable universe.  
 
    	 About 50% of Asians have trouble metabolizing alcohol due to a missing liver enzyme needed to process it. 
 
    	 At the end of the series Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Kira, played by Nana Visitor, was in charge of the station. 
 
    	 Born in Honolulu in 1883, George Freeth is credited with bringing surfing to California. 
 
    	 The CN Tower in Toronto was designated as one of the 7 Wonders of the Modern World by the American Society of Civil Engineers in 1995. 
 
    	 6’3” South African golfer Ernie Els earned his nickname “The Big Easy” for both his size his fluid swing. 
 
    	 Nepal was the first country in Asia to allow gay marriage. 
 
    	 In 2001 Sweden and the U.S. honored the Nobel Prize award’s 100th anniversary with a set of postage stamps. 
 
    	 China used more cement in three years (2011 to 2013) than the U.S. used in the entire 20th century. 
 
    	 The 1985 charity event Live Aid, broadcast from London and Philadelphia, lasted 60 hours and featured 60 different acts. 
 
    	 Headquartered in Emmaus, Pennsylvania, Rodale, Inc. is a publisher of several popular health and fitness magazines including Prevention, Men’s Health, and Runner’s World. 
 
    	 Mensheviks and Bolsheviks were the two main factions the Russian Marxism split into in 1903. 
 
    	 On an NHL rink the center line is colored red. 
 
    	 Cleveland Rocks, Five O’clock World and Moon Over Parma were all theme songs for the Drew Carey Show over its nine seasons. 
 
    	 Honeysuckle got its name from the belief that bees got honey out of it. 
 
    	 Jacques Cousteau won three Oscars on his lifetime, two for Best Documentary and one for Best Live Action Short Subject. 
 
    	 In 1999 the Cook Islands issued a half dollar coin featuring the cartoon cat Garfield. 
 
    	 On April 20, 1770 Captain Cook reached the unexplored east coast of Australia, naming it New South Wales. 
 
    	 A Pseudofolliculitis barbae is more commonly known as an ingrown hair. 
 
    	 1927 was the year of Babe Ruth’s career high in home runs. 
 
    	 Much of France's 16th century Canadian claim was based on the explorations of Jacques Cartier. 
 
    	 Virginia Apgar developed a scoring system in 1952 to aid in determining a newborn's health. 
 
    	 All of Ireland’s coins feature a Celtic harp on the obverse. 
 
    	 Nitroglycerin is an example of the type of drug known as a vasodilator that widens blood vessels. 
 
    	 In 1960, his final year, Ted Williams became one of the few major leaguers to play in four decades. 
 
    	 In 1857 Oliver Wendell Holmes and others founded the Atlantic Monthly. 
 
    	 Looney Tunes character Sylvester the cat made his debut in the 1945 short film "Life with Feathers.” 
 
    	 It is estimated that the armies of Genghis Khan killed 40 million people across Asia and Europe. 
 
    	 The United States has more than 8 million millionaire households with China in second place at more than 2 million. 
 
    	 The 1960s was the last decade to see three amendments added to the Constitution of the United States. 
 
    	 Joshua Reynolds invented to mood ring jewelry fad of the 1970s. 
 
    	 Adding steamed onions turns a plain hot dog into a New York style hot dog. 
 
    	 The famous Green Lantern oath typically associated with Hal Jordan was first introduced in the fall of 1943 and spoken by Alan Scott. 
 
    	 Almost 70% of Denmark’s land is on the Jutland Pennnisula. 
 
    	 With the U.S. Senate in session, a senator can be arrested only for a felony, breach of peace, or treason. 
 
    	 A signet is a ring that contains a small seal, used to make an impression in wax on official documents. 
 
    	 The delegates the met for the 1787 Constitutional Convention were originally meeting to revise the Articles of Confederation. 
 
    	 In 1907 financier J.P. Morgan kept the stock market afloat by locking bankers in his library until they raised $25 million. 
 
    	 The Komodo dragon is the national animal of Indonesia. 
 
    	 The farthest inland deep-water port on the Mississippi River, Baton Rouge became Louisiana's capital in 1849 
 
    	 Schubert's Symphony No. 8 is often referred to as The Unfinished Symphony. 
 
    	 The 1950s sitcom Ozzie and Harriet ran for 14 years. 
 
    	 American explorer John C. Fremont wrote a "Report of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in the Year 1842.” 
 
    	 Driving at 60 mph it would take about six months to drive the distance to the Moon. 
 
    	 Nearly synonymous with the term "light plane", the Piper Cub first flew in 1937. 
 
    	 Established in 1802, West Point was the first school of engineering in the U.S. 
 
    	 Charles I.D. Looff who designed the first carousel at Coney Island back in 1875. 
 
    	 "Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God" was Benjamin Franklin's suggested motto for the Great Seal of the U.S. 
 
    	 The Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun has the largest circulation of any newspaper in the world. 
 
    	 The Western Meadowlark is the state bird of both Kansas and Nebraska. 
 
    	 Colombian president Juan Manuel Santos won the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize for his work in negotiating peace with the guerrilla factions in his country. 
 
    	 During London's "Great Smog" of 1952, between 4,000 and 12,000 people died in a few days due to air pollution. 
 
    	 The first European to report a sighting of Mount Kilimanjaro was In German missionary Johannes Rebmann in 1848. 
 
    	 About 30% of Hindus don’t eat meat. 
 
    	 Alexander the Great was tutored by Aristotle until the age of 16. 
 
    	 Gregory Maguire's novel "Wicked" is subtitled "The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West.” 
 
    	 In Norse myth Valhalla, whose name means "hall of the slain", had walls of gold and a roof of battle shields. 
 
    	 Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of Israel from 1996 to 1999, earned his MBA from M.I.T. in 1976. 
 
    	 Hiram Fong from Hawaii was the first Asian-American elected to the United States Senate. 
 
    	 The element Einsteinium was discovered in 1952 in the debris produced by a hydrogen bomb. 
 
    	 "The Christmas Song" popularized by Nat King Cole was co-written by singer Mel Torme. 
 
    	 Glen Bell founded the Taco Bell restaurant chain in 1962. 
 
    	 It takes out solar system about 240 million years to complete one orbit of the Galaxy. 
 
    	 Louis Armstrong is the oldest man ever to top the U.S. pop charts with “What a Wonderful World” in 1968 when he was 66 years old. 
 
    	 About 1 in 7 people on Earth speak English. 
 
    	 Larry is the name of Twitter’s bird mascot. 
 
    	 Sioux City, Iowa is at the confluence of the Big Sioux and Missouri Rivers. 
 
    	 The first woman to serve as Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives was Nancy Pelosi in 2007. 
 
    	 Stephen Crane gathered material for his 1895 novel The Red Badge of Courage by reading Battles and Leaders of the Civil War. 
 
    	 A new word in English is created approximately every 98 minutes. 
 
    	 A campaign by fans of Star Trek was the reason for the first Space Shuttle being named Enterprise. 
 
    	 Leo Hirshfield named his chewy penny candy Tootsie Roll in honor of his daughter's nickname. 
 
    	 The aril or cage around nutmeg is dried to produce the spice mace. 
 
    	 In a bet known as a quinella you select the first- and second-place horses but not their order of finish. 
 
    	 In 1964 four Soviet crafts called Elektrons were sent up to measure radiation in the Van Allen Belt. 
 
    	 Among the inventions to come from Minnesota are Bisquick, Rollerblades, and Post-It Notes. 
 
    	 The word "mortgage" comes from a French word that means "death contract.” 
 
    	 The Epic of Gilgamesh was written in cuneiform on clay tablets about 4,000 years ago. 
 
    	 Most of the imports (about 79%) from developing countries to developed nations enter their country of destination duty free. 
 
    	 The movie Paranormal Activity cost less than $15,000 to make but grossed over $193,000,000. 
 
    	 Pliny the Elder died at Stabiae Aug. 24, 79 A.D. as a result of breathing noxious fumes from the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. 
 
    	 AT&T Bell Labs produced the first commercial single chip 32-bit microprocessor in 1982 
 
    	 Anwar Sadat made Egypt the first Arab nation to achieve peace with Israel in 1979. 
 
    	 Movie Theater Popcorn costs more per ounce than filet mignon in U.S.A. 
 
    	 The infamous Roman emperor Caligula was known to frequently have dinner with his favorite horse Incitatus. 
 
    	 12 karats means something is 50% gold. 
 
    	 The principal mast aft of the mainmast is known as the mizzenmast on sailing ships. 
 
    	 Guns N’ Roses had the best-selling debut album of all time with 1987’s Appetite for Destruction selling 18 million copies. 
 
    	 Star Wars inspired James Cameron to quit his truck driving job and get into the film industry. 
 
    	 Disney’s Tangled cost more to produce than the movie Avatar. 
 
    	 The islands of Corsica and Sardinia are only about 7 miles apart at their closest point. 
 
    	 San Diego State was the first college in the U.S. with a Department of Women’s Studies. 
 
    	 On Oct. 15, 2003 China became the third country to launch a human into space. 
 
    	 Menacme is the period of a woman’s life ended by menopause. 
 
    	 Brunhilde the warrior-princess is the subject of the Icelandic Volsunga Saga and the German Nibelungenlied. 
 
    	 The first flavor of Lifesavers was Pep-O-Mint. 
 
    	 Krissy was Barbie’s new baby sister introduced by Mattel in 1999. 
 
    	 In the movie Terminator 2, Arnold Schwarzenegger was paid more than $20,000 for every word of dialogue. 
 
    	 To the Greeks chloros was a pale shade of green, hence the words chlorine and chlorophyll. 
 
    	 In the 1940s, Dr. William Sewell created an artificial heart using parts from an erector set. 
 
    	 The old name of November was Blotmonath, the month of sacrifice and time to butcher animals for the winter. 
 
    	 Dish Network was established in 1995 with the successful launch of Echostar I. 
 
    	 With more than 850,000 inhabitants, Jerusalem is the most populous city in Israel. 
 
    	 When the movie "Clue" was shown in theaters in 1985, each theater was given 1 of 3 possible endings. 
 
    	 New Zealand is part of the "Zealandia" continent, of which, 93% is submerged. 
 
    	 It's believed that Charles Perrault altered Cinderella’s footwear when he mixed up vair, "fur,” with "verre" which means “glass” in the translation. 
 
    	 All the envoys, ambassadors, etc. in residence at a capital are known as the diplomatic corps. 
 
    	 Almost immediately after the death of President Zachary Taylor rumors began to circulate that he had been poisoned by pro-slavery Southerners. 
 
    	 Almost 15% of New Zealand’s population is indigenous Maori. 
 
    	 German shoemaker Karl Birkenstock created Birkenstock sandals in 1964. 
 
    	 Over 900 streets in the United States are named after Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
    	 The now famous phrase “Bada-Bing” was improvised by James Caan on the set of The Godfather. 
 
    	 Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan is the youngest person ever to win a Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
    	 Jack Ruby’s .38-caliber Colt Cobra handgun used to kill Lee Harvey Oswald sold in 1991 for $220,000. 
 
    	 The Spanish flu caused about a third of total military deaths in WWI. 
 
    	 The coastal strip known as the Riviera that has French and Italian sides is also known as the Cote D'Azur or Azure Coast. 
 
    	 Robert Walpole, who held power in the 1720s and 30s, is generally considered England's first prime minister 
 
    	 At 646 meters above sea level, Madrid is the highest capital city in Europe. 
 
    	 Orthodontics is from the Greek for “correct teeth.” 
 
    	 The Olmec civilization was the first in Mesoamerica and reached its peak around 1200 B.C. 
 
    	 In 1524 Italian explorer Giovanni da Verrazano original gave the name Louisa to the island we now know as Martha's Vineyard. 
 
    	 The current Olympic medal features the ancient Greek goddess Nike. 
 
    	 2, 3, or 12 are all losing rolls on the first roll in craps. 
 
    	 Wherever you are in the state of Florida, you're never more than 60 miles from the nearest body of salt water. 
 
    	 Buster Brown has been the advertising mascot for Brown Shoe Company (now Caleres) since 1904. 
 
    	 Built about 280 B.C., the Lighthouse of Alexandria was the most recent of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
 
    	 Jacksonville, FL is largest city in area in the contiguous 48 states. 
 
    	 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is the first volume of Maya Angelou's autobiographical works. 
 
    	 The sprawling Valley of the Sun is the location of Phoenix, AZ. 
 
    	 German chemist Viktor Meyer was the first to devise methods for measuring the density of vapor in the mid-19th century. 
 
    	 The name of the amber tea oolong is Chinese for "black dragon.” 
 
    	 During the Korean War, future president Jimmy Carter was an officer in the Navy's nuclear submarine program. 
 
    	 In 1521, shortly after becoming the first to cross the Pacific from east to west, Ferdinand Magellan was killed in the Philippines. 
 
    	 In 1994 the Beastie Boys album Ill Communication that included "Sabotage" and "Sure Shot" debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard charts. 
 
    	 Chester Nimitz became the first U.S. Navy officer promoted to the newly created rank of fleet admiral in December of 1944. 
 
    	 If toluene reacts with nitric acid, you get the explosive compound TNT. 
 
    	 Ancient Greek democracy, the world's first, lasted for only 185 years. 
 
    	 Benjamin Green's Coppertone suntan lotion had its origin in pharmacist Benjamin Green’s experiments with cocoa butter in the 1940s. 
 
    	 The hit 1994 Arnold Schwarzenegger action/comedy True Lies was actually a remake of a 1991 French comedy La Totale! 
 
    	 Legendary GM designer Harley Earl introduced tailfins in 1948 and saw them reach a peak with the 1959 Cadillac. 
 
    	 When close to Earth, the planet Venus is brighter than any star in the night sky. 
 
    	 Texas became the 28th state in 1845 after ten years as an independent republic. 
 
    	 For a period in the 1700s, people could pay admission to the London Zoo by bringing a dog or cat to feed the lions. 
 
    	 Israel’s first astronaut, Ilan Ramon, died aboard the space shuttle Columbia in 2003. 
 
    	 Grand Mesa in Colorado is the world’s largest flat-top mountain. 
 
    	 In 97% of bird species the males don’t have penises. 
 
    	 The nine black players in the NFL were removed in 1926 and the league would not see another African American until 20 years later. 
 
    	 Approximately 100 billion people have died in human history. 
 
    	 Nebraska became the first and only state with a unicameral legislature in 1934. 
 
    	 80% of all Soviet males born in 1923 died in World War II. 
 
    	 In 1985 Utah senator Jake Garn became the first sitting member of Congress to fly in space. 
 
    	 Mount Kosciusko in the Snowy Mountains range is the highest peak in Australia. 
 
    	 Obese drivers are 78% more likely to die in a car crash. 
 
    	 From ancient times, the dragon was the symbol of China’s imperial family and adorned its flag until 1911. 
 
    	 On January 1, 1892 Annie Moore, a 15-year-old girl from Ireland, was the first immigrant processed at Ellis Island. 
 
    	 The Old Testament measure of a cubit is approximately the length from a person’s elbow to the tip of their middle finger or about 18 inches. 
 
    	 On the hit late-70’s/early-80’s sitcom Taxi Andy Kaufman had an agreement that he only had to work on the show two days a week and for 14 episodes. 
 
    	 It is estimated that 1 in 8 deaths in the world is now linked to air pollution. 
 
    	 An average swimming pool loses 1,000 gallons of water a month to evaporation and other causes. 
 
    	 The University of Missouri had the first school of journalism in the U.S. 
 
    	 9764 Jeopardy Lane, Chicago, Illinois was the address of the Bundy home in the sitcom Married, With Children. 
 
    	 Pure water does not conduct electricity. 
 
    	 The name of the severe, sometimes fatal form of food poisoning botulism comes from the Latin for "sausage.” 
 
    	 After the Israelites passed through the Red Sea, Miriam the sister of Moses led the women in song and dance. 
 
    	 Canada's first adhesive stamp, the 3-penny beaver, was designed by a Sir Sandford Fleming. 
 
    	 Al Gore accepted his party's nomination for the presidency at the Los Angeles Staples Center August 17, 2000. 
 
    	 The Department of Labor was created by Congress in 1913 to "foster, promote and develop the welfare of the wage earners of the United States.” 
 
    	 90% of the worlds freshwater is frozen in Antarctica. 
 
    	 The human foot contains about 250,000 sweat glands. 
 
    	 The first modern vending machines dispensed postcards in London in the 1880s. 
 
    	 A Japanese Soldier didn't surrender until 29 years after WW2 was over, in 1974. 
 
    	 By 1519 Montezuma ruled over an empire of more than 5 million in central and southern Mexico. 
 
    	 Graca Machel is the only woman to have been first lady of two separate countries: Mozambique and South Africa. 
 
    	 JFK’s brother Robert served as his campaign manager in 1960. 
 
    	 It would take more than 8 ½ days to watch every episode of The Simpsons without ads or sleep. 
 
    	 Nicknamed "The Hammer", Charles Martel ruler of the Franks was the grandfather of Charlemagne. 
 
    	 West Nile Virus, which was first detected in the U.S. in 1999, was named for the area in Uganda where it was first identified in 1937. 
 
    	 Magazines Newsweek, Esquire, and Consumer Reports all debuted in the 1930s. 
 
    	 The pyramid-shaped Alpine peak the Matterhorn was first climbed on July 14, 1865 by Edward Whymper and six companions. 
 
    	 Witwatersrand, South Africa is the source of nearly half of the gold ever mined on Earth. 
 
    	 In Greek myth, after the hundred-eyed giant Argus died Hera set his eyes in the tail of the peacock. 
 
    	 In 1869 Cornelius Swarthout got a patent on an iron to make waffles. 
 
    	 When Montenegro became independent from Yugoslavia, its Internet domain name went from .yu to .me. 
 
    	 The last of the original style of Volkswagen Beetles was produced in Mexico in 2003. 
 
    	 Born in the Netherlands, Mata Hari was executed as a German spy in 1917. 
 
    	 Aneto in the Pyrenees is the highest point in Spain. 
 
    	 In 2012 Zippo produced its 500-millionth lighter. 
 
    	 There are more French-speaking people in Africa than in France. 
 
    	 The Himalayan nation of Bhutan has an average elevation of 10,761 ft. above sea level, the highest in the world. 
 
    	 A hardwood, agba is used as a substitute for oak for church furniture and coffins. 
 
    	 The constitutional monarchy of Spain was reestablished by the Spanish Constitution of 1978, three years after the death of Franco. 
 
    	 A Savage Journey to the Heart of the American Dream was the subtitle of Hunter S. Thompson’s 1972 book Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. 
 
    	 Mozambique has the only current national flag displaying an AK-47. 
 
    	 Johnny Depp played undercover high school policeman Tom Hanson on the 80’s TV series 21 Jump Street. 
 
    	 The U.S. and Great Britain agreed to limit their naval power on the Great Lakes with the 1817 Rush-Bagot Agreement. 
 
    	 With over 156,000 men, D-Day was the largest seaborne invasion in history. 
 
    	 Lightweight boxing champ Ray Mancini received the nickname “Boom Boom” that his father also used as a top contender. 
 
    	 "The Last Battle" by C.S. Lewis chronicles the last days of the land of Narnia. 
 
    	 Obsession and Eternity are two of the best-selling and longest running fragrances by Calvin Klein. 
 
    	 In 1910 Theodore Roosevelt flew in a plane built by the Wright Brothers, becoming the first president to fly. 
 
    	 Eric Carle was the the author and illustrator of such popular children’s books as The Very Hungry Caterpillar, and The Very Busy Spider. 
 
    	 In 2000 the rings of Uranus were seen for the first time by a telescope on Earth, the new Keck II in Hawaii. 
 
    	 A new skyscraper is built in China every five days. 
 
    	 Mick Jagger and the rest of the members of the Rolling Stones where originally considered for the roles of Alex and his Droogs in A Clockwork Orange.  
 
    	 The most common native languages still spoken by members of the Apache tribe are Mescalero and Chiricahua. 
 
    	 McDonald’s purchases more than 3.4 billion pounds of potatoes in the U.S. every year. 
 
    	 German casualties on D-Day were around 1,000 while allied casualties exceeded 10,000. 
 
    	 A pregnant woman Ethel Gant gave her husband, a textile executive, the idea of pantyhose when she was unable to fit into her girdle or garter. 
 
    	 Egypt has the world’s largest Arab population. 
 
    	 Hyatt hotels are named for Hyatt Robert von Dehn, one of the company’s co-founders who started their first hotel at Los Angeles International Airport in 1957. 
 
    	 Nils Bohlin designed the three-point safety belt for automaker Volvo in 1959. 
 
    	 The 1990 horror-comedy Tremors was the acting debut for country singer Reba McEntire. 
 
    	 The stitched folds known as tucks run the entire length of a garment and may be plain, pin, or shell. 
 
    	 Heisenberg stated in his Uncertainty Principle that you can't simultaneously determine the position and momentum of a particle. 
 
    	 The emperor penguin may dive as much as 900 feet in search of food. 
 
    	 The flop, the turn, and the river are the three stages in which the community cards are dealt in Texas hold ’em. 
 
    	 Santiago is the old fisherman in Hemingway’s "The Old Man and the Sea.” 
 
    	 On D-Day, the German air force was outnumbered 30:1 and didn’t manage to shoot down a single allied aircraft. 
 
    	 Wally the Green Monster is the mascot of the Boston Red Sox. 
 
    	 Depending on the language it’s translated from, Goliath from the Bible was either 6’9” or 9 ½ feet tall. 
 
    	 The Sahara Desert stretches farther than the distance from New York to Los Angeles. 
 
    	 In the 1950s, mathematics professor Edward Thorp fed millions of hands of blackjack into a computer which figured out how to win at it. 
 
    	 It is believed that Sir Isaac Newton died a virgin. 
 
    	 The process by which icebergs break off from glaciers is known as calving. 
 
    	 A coma is the cloudy atmosphere surrounding the core of a comet and has been recorded as large as one million miles in diameter. 
 
    	 St George's Cross is the emblem that appears on the flag of England. 
 
    	 Canadian children’s singer Raffi was born Raffi Cavoukian in Egypt of Armenian heritage. 
 
    	 Used in the medical field q.i.d., which is the abbreviation for the Latin "quater in die", means four times a day. 
 
    	 Raymond Rubicam co-founded advertising agency Young & Rubicam in 1923 and is considered by many to be the father of modern advertising. 
 
    	 Benjamin Franklin is in the International Swimming Hall of Fame for a pair of swim fins he invented when he was 11-years old. 
 
    	 The bottom of the ocean is sometimes referred to as Davey Jones’ locker. 
 
    	 The largest earthquake ever recorded was a magnitude 9.5 in Chile in 1960. 
 
    	 Early in the 2nd millennium, ships from Venice began flying the flag of Saint Mark, its patron. 
 
    	 Bette Midler won an Emmy for an appearance in which she sang a goodbye song to Johnny Carson. 
 
    	 Of 500,000 detectable earthquakes in the world each year, only about 1/5th of them can be felt by humans and only .02% cause any damage. 
 
    	 About 30,000 websites are hacked every day. 
 
    	 Welsh singer Thomas John Woodward became Tom Jones after his boss compared him to the Henry Fielding character. 
 
    	 John F. Kennedy’s term as president was 1,036 days. 
 
    	 There are somewhere in the neighborhood of three-trillion craters on the surface of the Moon. 
 
    	 Point Barrow, Alaska is the northernmost place in the United States. 
 
    	 More than 100,000 .com domain names are register on the web every day. 
 
    	 Tarzana, California gets its name from Edgar Rice Burroughs who bought more than 500 acres after his first Tarzan movie came out. 
 
    	 The band Veruca Salt took its name from the spoiled rich girl in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 
 
    	 The "Fi" in "WiFi" doesn't mean anything. The creators just called it that because it rhymed with "HiFi". 
 
    	 Because of a dispute over the Kuril Islands, Russia and Japan have never actually signed a treaty ending mutual hostilities from WWII. 
 
    	 "Once upon a time there were three little girls who went to the police academy..." was the opening of the 1970’s TV series Charlie’s Angels. 
 
    	 The first ghost to appear to Scrooge in "A Christmas Carol" is of that of his dead partner Jacob Marley. 
 
    	 The classic name for dogs, Fido, comes from the Latin for "faithful.” 
 
    	 Bach and Handel are generally considered greatest composers of the Baroque era. 
 
    	 Studies indicate that half of all Internet users will stop waiting for a video to load after ten seconds. 
 
    	 London started construction on Watkins Tower, designed to surpass the Eiffel Tower in height, in 1891, but it turned out to be structurally unsound so it was never completed and was finally demolished in 1907. 
 
    	 Martin Luther King Jr. was jailed 29 times. 
 
    	 Robert Byrd of West Virginia was the longest-serving United States senator in U.S. history with more than 51 years under his belt. 
 
    	 The Rio Grande is the longest river in Mexico, followed by the Colorado River. 
 
    	 Starting out in 1865, Stetson famous for his cowboy hats became the leading hatmaker in the U.S. 
 
    	 In 1850 future president Andrew Johnson, then a senator, introduced a resolution for the abolition of the electoral college. 
 
    	 The Cullinan Diamond, discovered in 1905, was the largest rough cut gem quality diamond every discovered at 3106.75 carats. 
 
    	 Photographed in 1849, James K. Polk was one of the first U.S. presidents to have his picture taken. 
 
    	 The Runaways were the first all-female rock band to gain international fame. 
 
    	 Internet Users Send 204 Million Emails Per Minute. 
 
    	 Decibels, that measure the intensity of sound, increase logarithmically. 
 
    	 Bullet were introduced in Japan in October 1964 to celebrate the first Olympic Games held in Asia. 
 
    	 By 1845 the price of beaver pelts had dropped from a $6 high to $1, as silk replaced it for men's hats. 
 
    	 In the fetus, the spleen produces red blood cells, whereas in adults, it focuses on destroying worn-out ones. 
 
    	 One of the reasons Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark out was to see if the Columbia River connected to the Missouri. 
 
    	 Planned as a short, "The Sorcerer's Apprentice" cost so much that Disney had to make the feature Fantasia around it. 
 
    	 The city of Seoul only got its name in the 1940s, following the liberation of Korea after 35 years of rule by Japan. 
 
    	 Eugene Houdry, who invented catalytic cracking of petroleum, made the catalytic converter for the car muffler in 1973. 
 
    	 By the end of 1993, there were only 623 websites on the World Wide Web. 
 
    	 Independence Hall is the only building to appear on two current U.S. bills, interior on the $2 bill and exterior on the $100 bill. 
 
    	 Palm Springs’ aerial tramway up Mt. San Jacinto has the world's largest rotating tramcars. 
 
    	 In 1911 the Supreme Court ordered Standard Oil to split, creating 33 new independent companies. 
 
    	 Scott Adams’ Dilbert comic strip first appeared in newspapers in April of 1989. 
 
    	 The U.S. Olympic Training Center is located in Colorado Springs in the foothills of the Rockies. 
 
    	 In 1922 George Mecherle founded the State Farm insurance company for farmers. 
 
    	 In 2010, Finland became the first country in the world to make Internet access a legal right. 
 
    	 Weather forecasting radar uses the Doppler Effect because radio waves change frequency like sound waves. 
 
    	 Saratoga Springs resort in the Adirondacks is the summer home of the New York City Ballet. 
 
    	 In 1682 the Spanish founded the village of Ysleta on the Rio Grande in what later became Texas. 
 
    	 Search engines can access only .03% of the Internet. 
 
    	 Earth, Texas is the only place on Earth named "Earth." 
 
    	 Legend says in 1657 the ceremonial cremation of an unlucky Kimono started a fire that burned 3/4 of Tokyo. 
 
    	 Latin for "cross", crux is the critical point or feature of an argument. 
 
    	 The Duffy blood group system was discovered while treating a sufferer of hemophilia. 
 
    	 Douglas Rain provided the voice of the soft-spoken killer computer HAL in 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
 
    	 There are 189 things named after George Washington in the U.S.: 1 state, 7 mountains, 8 streams, 10 lakes, 33 counties, 9 colleges, and 121 towns and villages. 
 
    	 Armadillo is a Spanish word meaning “little armored one.” 
 
    	 Just 0.21% of the U.S. total population live in its capital city, the lowest percentage in the world. 
 
    	 BMW pioneered the jet engine with test flights in the early 1940s. 
 
    	 Theodor Escherich gave his name (or just his initial) to this bacillus E. coli. 
 
    	 The Axeman of New Orleans, a murderer who terrorized the city in 1918 and 1919, spared any home that was playing jazz, his favorite music. 
 
    	 On October 22, 1819 the first boat travelled on the Erie Canal from Rome to Utica, New York. 
 
    	 Martina Navratilova was 46 in 2003 when she became the oldest person in history to win a Grand Slam tennis title. 
 
    	 St. Augustine, Florida holds an annual reenactment of the landing of Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles in 1565. 
 
    	 Lake Michigan’s largest arm is Green Bay in Wisconsin. 
 
    	 Amsterdam alone has 350 outdoor festivals every year. 
 
    	 The concert with the largest attendance ever recorded was Rod Stewart at Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, in 1994 playing to an estimated 4 million people. 
 
    	 Humans are 50% heavier and four inches taller in the past 100 years than they have been throughout most of human history. 
 
    	 The Afghan War is the longest war in U.S. history. 
 
    	 The Douglas fir is not a true fir but a separate genus in the pine family. 
 
    	 The Lookout Mountain Incline Railway, one of the world's steepest, starts in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
    	 The Charles River that flows into Boston Harbor is the longest river entirely within Massachusetts. 
 
    	 This 2- to 10-mile-wide Biscayne Bay separates Miami from Miami Beach. 
 
    	 Around 132 A.D. Chinese scientist Chang Heng invented an early form of seismograph. 
 
    	 In 1899 future South Africa P.M. Louis Botha and his forces took future British P.M. Winston Churchill, then a journalist, as prisoner. 
 
    	 Watt fixed the horsepower unit of measure to indicate the strength of his steam engine. 
 
    	 In the science of geology, petrographers are concerned with classifying rocks. 
 
    	 Ox-bow is a term for a sharp bend in a river. 
 
    	 Finish is a Wine-tasting term for the final impression left on the palate. 
 
    	 In 536 A.D., there was a worldwide dust cloud that blocked out the sun for a year, resulting in widespread famine and disease. 
 
    	 Interracial marriage was banned in the U.S. for much of its history: from 1776 to 1967. 
 
    	 A New York editor gave Chicago the nickname “The Windy City” to describe its politicians during its first World's Fair. 
 
    	 The National Civil Rights Museum is built on the site of the Lorraine Motel, where Martin Luther King was assassinated in 1968. 
 
    	 The pyramids were built by paid laborers, not slaves. That's was a myth by propagated by the Greek historian Herodotus. 
 
    	 Samoan is the most widely spoken Polynesian language. 
 
    	 Henry Knox was the first secretary of war under the Constitution. 
 
    	 On a cob of corn, the tassels are the male flowers and the kernels are the female. 
 
    	 A brigadier general during the American War of Independence, Thomas Sumter was known as the “Gamecock of the Revolution.” 
 
    	 The concept of the "Oedipus Complex" was introduced in Freud’s 1899 book The Interpretation of Dreams. 
 
    	 The Kingdom of France had a plain white flag for sixteen years in the early 19th century. 
 
    	 Dottle is the plug of ash you knock out of a pipe. 
 
    	 Opened in 1917, the Museum of Fine Arts in Santa Fe was built in the Pueblo Revival style. 
 
    	 Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, VA is the final resting place of James Monroe, John Tyler, and Jefferson Davis. 
 
    	 FDR was the only president whose wife did not change her last name after he married her. 
 
    	 Salt Lake City dropped the word "Great" from its name in 1868, while it was still a territorial capital. 
 
    	 Of the past 3,400 years, humans have been entirely at peace for 268 of them, or just 8% of recorded history. 
 
    	 During WW2, India produced the largest volunteer Army in world history: over 2.5 million men.  
 
    	  Argentina is the eighth-largest country in the world and the second largest in Latin America. 
 
    	 Used to express a ratio, percent is from the Latin for "by the hundred.” 
 
    	 The 2003 movie Shattered Glass is set at political magazine The New Republic. 
 
    	 Saint David is the patron saint of Wales. 
 
    	 There are more than 15,300 nuclear warheads in the world with the vast majority being possessed by Russia and the United States. 
 
    	 Some say "Great Scott!" began as a tribute to the exploits of Mexican War hero Winfield Scott. 
 
    	 Arabic for "belt,” Mintaka is a star in the Orion constellation. 
 
    	 95% of the spiders in your house have never been outside. 
 
    	 In 1961 Israeli airline El Al set a record for the longest nonstop commercial flight, New York to Tel Aviv. 
 
    	 California is one of the biggest cheese producing states in the U.S., second only to Wisconsin. 
 
    	 The bobbed hairstyle known as a page boy was originally the name for a knight’s apprentice. 
 
    	 In 1983 Apple introduced the Lisa personal computer, the first PC with a mouse. 
 
    	 Rock group Van Halen scored their first number one hit on the pop charts in 1984 with “Jump.” 
 
    	 From the Greek for "of words", lexicon refers to all the words belonging to a particular branch of knowledge. 
 
    	 The stripes on each tiger are unique, like human fingerprints. 
 
    	 The Apollo 11 had about 20 seconds of fuel left when it landed on the Moon. 
 
    	 Norway has the highest Human Development Index in the world, ranked on factors such as education, per capita income, and life expectancy. 
 
    	 From the Latin for "to clip", tonsure is the shaved patch on the crowns of the heads of some monks. 
 
    	 Australia has more than 10,000 beaches. 
 
    	 Emperor Hirohito was the longest-reigning emperor in Japanese history when he died in 1987. 
 
    	 The Canadian province Prince Edward Island is named for the son of King George III. 
 
    	 Mastering the Art of French Cooking was published by Julia Child in 1961 sparking a revolution in American cooking. 
 
    	 When James Monroe arrived in Paris in 1803 he was mainly hoping only to purchase New Orleans and West Florida, although he left with a much larger piece of land. 
 
    	 Long Beach, CA. is the annual site of the Toyota Grand Prix. 
 
    	 The 1976 film Rocky was shot in 28 days. 
 
    	 Thule, Greenland became the site of an American airbase in 1953 the construction of which displaced more than one hundred local natives. 
 
    	 The Black Hills Spruce is the state tree of South Dakota. 
 
    	 As many as 600 women dressed up as men to fight in the Civil War. 
 
    	 The boundary between the Earth's mantle and crust is known as the Mohorovicic Discontinuity. 
 
    	 A species of penguin in Africa is known as the jackass penguin because of the braying sounds it makes. 
 
    	 A bill banning obtrusive advertising in space was passed in 1993 after an unsuccessful attempt by Space Marketing Inc. to launch a huge billboard into low Earth orbit. 
 
    	 Prince Kuhio Day is celebrated annually in Hawaii on March 26 in honor of the state’s first delegate to congress. 
 
    	 Alaska a federal disaster area by President Eisenhower in 1953 due to extensive overfishing devastating local fish populations. 
 
    	 Joan of Arc was burned at the stake in Rouen, France in 1431. 
 
    	 In 2016's "The People v. O.J. Simpson", David Schwimmer played defense attorney Robert Kardashian. 
 
    	 The Ebro is the longest river in Spain. 
 
    	 Andrew Jackson, Grover Cleveland, and William Henry Harrison all lost a presidential election only to win in a rematch with the same opponent four years later. 
 
    	 The heart symbol was first used to denote love in the 1250. Prior to that, it represented foliage. 
 
    	 The first African-American woman to win the Nobel Prize in literature was Toni Morrison in 1993. 
 
    	 Actress/singer Hilary Duff had her biggest musical success in 2003 when her album Metamorphosis reached the top spot on both the U.S. and Canadian charts ultimately selling more than 3.9 million. 
 
    	 Pennsylvania is the state with the highest paid governor at an annual salary of $190,823. 
 
    	 In constellations, Sagittarius is the archer and Sagitta is the bow. 
 
    	 23% of the couples who meet through online dating end up marrying. 
 
    	 Ted Kennedy became a senator from the state of Massachusetts just two years after his brother was sworn in as president and held the seat until 2009. 
 
    	 The first African-American woman to appear on a U.S. postage stamp was Harriet Tubman in 1978. 
 
    	 Honoring the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad, the Golden Spike National Historic Site is located at Promontory Summit, Utah 
 
    	 Magnesium hydroxide is sold under the name milk of magnesia as a laxative that works by drawing water into the intestines. 
 
    	 The Great Salt Lake Valley was first sighted by Brigham Young and his followers on July 24, 1847. 
 
    	 Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. is the only national historic site that's also an active theater. 
 
    	 Sanskrit has 96 words for “love” and ancient Persian has 80. 
 
    	 There are about 7 million Buddhists in the world outside of Asia. 
 
    	 Minister and religious freedom advocate Roger Williams has a memorial honoring him in his home state or Rhode Island, the only national memorial in that state. 
 
    	 The Battle of Wounded Knee in 1890 in South Dakota was the last major battle between Native Americans and U.S. troops. 
 
    	 The current Dalai Lama was selected when he was only 2-years-old and confirmed as the 14th incarnation at the age of 4. 
 
    	 Disc jockey Alan Freed is credited with giving rock and roll its name back in 1951. 
 
    	 Hopscotch may have begun in the Roman Empire as a military training exercise. 
 
    	 Traditionally, the strings on the Irish harp are plucked with the nails rather than the fingertips. 
 
    	 Earth’s gravity is about six times stronger than that on the surface of the Moon. 
 
    	 The Universal Serial Bus (USB) was developed by a group of seven companies starting in 1994. 
 
    	 Only 1 in 9 kamikaze pilots hit their targets during WW2. 
 
    	 The large dark areas of the moon's surface are called maria or seas. 
 
    	 Stromboli in the Tyrrhenian Sea off the coast of Italy is one of Europe’s few active volcanoes. 
 
    	 If Texas were a nation, it would be the world's 7th largest oil producer. 
 
    	 California holds 12% of the U.S. population and produces 6.9% of the country's total greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
    	 Fortinbras is the Prince of Norway in the Shakespeare tragedy Hamlet. 
 
    	 Jabal Katrinah on the Sinai Peninsula is Egypt's highest peak. 
 
    	 In 1969 Governor Jimmy Carter of Georgia filed a report of UFO sighting. 
 
    	 From the Latin for "to forewarn,” a premonition is a sensation of what will happen in the future. 
 
    	 A successor to Women's Professional Soccer which lasted from 2007 to 2012, National Women's Soccer League began play with eight teams in 2013. 
 
    	 The 1980 eruption of Mount Saint Helens in this Washington range was the first in the lower 48 states since 1917. 
 
    	 The prefix xantho- means “yellow.” 
 
    	 The Latin motto on Michigan’s state flag is translated as "If you seek a pleasant peninsula, look around you.” 
 
    	 Although many of them are small with a single landing strip, Alaska is the U.S. state with the most airports. 
 
    	 Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish are the six official languages of the United Nations. 
 
    	 Atheists are barred from holding public office by the constitutions of seven U.S. states. 
 
    	 In 1962, the U.S. blew up a hydrogen bomb in space that was 100 times more powerful than Hiroshima. 
 
    	 Metropolis, Illinois has held a festival honoring Superman since 1978. 
 
    	 The city of Venice, Italy holds a parade of gondolas on its canals every year during the Feast of the Redeemer. 
 
    	 An army brigade in the United States military is typically made up of a headquarters and three or more battalions. 
 
    	 The Mesozoic Era, meaning “middle life” lasted from 225 to 65 million years ago, and was the heyday of the dinosaurs. 
 
    	 Benjamin Franklin published a paper saying America's population growth was so fast, it would surpass Britain in 100 years. 
 
    	 Moguls are the name for bumps in the snow on a ski slope. 
 
    	 AT&T unsuccessfully tried to introduce the first video phones in 1964. 
 
    	 PacSun started as a single store selling surfing and beach gear in Meadows Mall in Las Vegas in 1980. 
 
    	 In birds, the crop, a baglike swelling of the esophagus, is used to store food until there is room in the stomach. 
 
    	 By definition, edentulous animals don't have teeth. 
 
    	 The first official blog for a U.S. presidential candidate was for Howard Dean in 2003. 
 
    	 The largest square in Paris, the Place de la Concorde, was the site of the guillotine during the French revolution. 
 
    	 With only 4 species, hyenas make up the smallest carnivore family. 
 
    	 The well-publicized $2 million September 14, 2003 wedding of Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez was cancelled a few days before the event. 
 
    	 The Berlin Wall was more than 87 miles long. 
 
    	 While he invented spectroscopy with Gustav Kirchhoff, Robert Bunsen didn't invent the burner named for him. 
 
    	 English writer Samuel Johnson once said “Being on a ship is being in a jail, with the chance of being drowned." 
 
    	 Founded in 1953, Publishers Clearing House began its famous sweepstakes in 1967. 
 
    	 The only national capital city of the Americas to have hosted the Olympic Games was Mexico City in 1968. 
 
    	 All mammals have seven vertebrae in their neck including giraffes where each bone can be up to 10 inches long. 
 
    	 Jared Fogle was a spokesperson for Subway from 2000 until 2015. 
 
    	 If Walmart were a country, it would be China's sixth-largest export market. 
 
    	 Dooley Wilson, Sam in Casablanca, was a professional drummer who couldn’t play the piano. He simply mimed along, copying an off-screen player. 
 
    	 From the Middle Ages up to 1809, Finland was a part of Sweden. 
 
    	 The last episode of Dawson’s Creek had James Van Der Beek's character, now 25, producing a TV teen drama based on his life. 
 
    	 50 is the minimum age for a president of Italy, 15 years older than the United States. 
 
    	 Also known as Robin Goodfellow, Shakespeare’s Puck boasts that he could encircle the Earth in 40 minutes. 
 
    	 Japan’s 1947 constitution makes the emperor the symbol of the state and forever renounces war. 
 
    	 In the mid-19th century, Cornelius Vanderbilt had a plan to build a canal across Nicaragua, and a similar plan was floated by a Chinese billionaire in 2013. 
 
    	 A rule that went into effect November 24, 2003 allowed a cell phone user to keep this when switching carriers. 
 
    	 Willy Loman is the unhappy traveling salesman in Arthur Miller's "Death of a Salesman.” 
 
    	 During the Civil War the Union's Anaconda plan included capturing the Confederate capital of Richmond. 
 
    	 No territory changed hands by the Treaty of Ghent that ended the War of 1812. 
 
    	 The first PalmPilot was released in 1997 and almost immediately the subject of a lawsuit by the Pilot Pen company. 
 
    	 The Berlin Wall was torn down by mistakenly-empowered citizens after an East German spokesman misspoke at a press conference and mentioned immediate border crossing privileges for every citizen. 
 
    	 On the thresher variety of shark, its tail is as long as the rest of its body. 
 
    	 When someone becomes the Secretary of the Treasury, they sign their name at least five times, then pick one to be engraved for currency printing. 
 
    	 The largest sea evacuation in the U.S. happened on 9/11. Almost 500,000 people got evacuated by boat in less than 9 hours. 
 
    	 Named for a 19th century German chancellor, Bismarck, ND was founded as the northwest terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad. 
 
    	 Frank Zamboni first used his one of is famous ice resurfacing machines in Paramount, California in 1949. 
 
    	 Rap duo Outkast reached the top of the U.S. pop charts in 2000 with “Ms. Jackson,” and would repeat that feat two more times in 2003 with “Hey Ya!” and “The Way You Move.” 
 
    	 Indonesia is the world's largest island country, with more than 13,000 islands. 
 
    	 A failure to switch to the Gregorian calendar made the Imperial Russian Olympic Team arrive in London twelve days late for the 1908 Olympic Games. 
 
    	 A member of the herring family, sardines are named for the Italian island in the Mediterranean where they were first caught. 
 
    	 In March, 1737 the city of Boston turned the Saint Patrick's Day parade into a municipal celebration. 
 
    	 In 2003, 22 federal agencies were merged into the Department of Homeland Security. 
 
    	 In 1998 figure skater Tara Lipinski became the youngest Olympic figure skating champion at just 15 years of age. 
 
    	 Springfield, IL became a state capital primarily through the efforts of Abraham Lincoln, who was then in the legislature. 
 
    	 The oldest plant ever to be regenerated has been grown in Russia from 32,000-year-old seeds. 
 
    	 In 2003 Sir Edmund Hillary was made an honorary citizen of Nepal and was honored by its King Gyanendra. 
 
    	 Among the world’s major rivers, the Jordan is the lowest in elevation. 
 
    	 Used as a  dumping ground for Soviet nuclear weapons waste the most radioactive and polluted lake in the world Lake Karachay in the Ural Mountains of Russia 
 
    	 Dublin’s name comes from Irish words meaning "black" and "pool.” 
 
    	 The mascot of the Anaheim Ducks is Wild Wing, named in a fan contest. 
 
    	 Like the U.S., Canada celebrates Labor Day on the first Monday in September. 
 
    	 20% of the world's unfrozen fresh water is in a single lake: Russia's Lake Baikal. 
 
    	 Of the lower 48 states, Montana has had the lowest temperature ever recorded at –70°F. 
 
    	 It was legal during the Civil War to pay someone else to take your place if you were drafted. 
 
    	 Arbor Day was created by Nebraska newspaper publisher J. Sterling Morton in 1872. 
 
    	 Several nations us bank notes with Braille-like markings on them for the blind including India, Russia, Mexico, Israel, and Canada. 
 
    	 The television program with the record for most guest appearances is The Simpsons. 
 
    	 The fingernails on the Statue of Liberty are 13 inches long. 
 
    	 Around 125 A.D. Rome's Pantheon was built with a dome 142 feet across. 
 
    	 According to the Old Testament, 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep were sacrificed when King Solomon dedicated the temple in Jerusalem. 
 
    	 The Ecuadoran capital city of Quito is the closest capital city to the equator. 
 
    	 The seven small miners didn’t have names in the Brothers Grimm version of Snow White. 
 
    	 In 1993 NFL owners picked the Carolina Panthers, based in Charlotte, as the first expansion team since 1976. 
 
    	 The roof of Istanbul's Hagia Sofia is sheets of lead. 
 
    	 In Kipling’s The Jungle Book, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is a mongoose who heroically fights evil cobras. 
 
    	 In 1868 Tokyo was the new name given to the city of Edo. 
 
    	 The first recorded public performance of the “Star Spangled Banner” was by a Baltimore actor named Ferdinand Durang in 1814.. 
 
    	 No foreign power ever recognized the Confederacy during the American Civil War. 
 
    	 The dwarf willow is the world’s smallest tree, reaching a height of only about 2 inches. 
 
    	 Barry Bonds has won the most MVP awards in Major League Baseball with seven between 1990 and 2004. 
 
    	 Fuzzy wuzzy brown and pig pink were among the 24 new colors added to Crayola Crayons in 1998. 
 
    	 The Venus flytrap, Dionaea muscipula, can take up to twelve days to digest an insect. 
 
    	 Sideburns are named after American Civil War General, General Burnside. 
 
    	 Congress had its first session in Washington, D.C. in 1800 on the same month John Adams moved into the White House. 
 
    	 A new carbon molecule shaped like a geodesic dome was discovered in 1985 and named after dome innovator Buckminster Fuller. 
 
    	 Since China has one time zone, sunrise may be as late as 10 AM in some western areas. 
 
    	 Herbert Hoover’s presidential reelection bid in 1932 failed when the states he carried dropped to six from the forty he had carried in 1928. 
 
    	 The 2003 book "Disarmed" tells the story of the Venus de Milo. 
 
    	 "Friendstalker" was one of the early names considered for Twitter. 
 
    	 With the addition of Nebraska in 2011, the Big Ten conference had 12 teams but no name change. 
 
    	 The mission statement of the Department of Veterans Affairs is “to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan.” 
 
    	 Applejack is a type of brandy made from apples, and Slivovitz is one made from plums. 
 
    	 Both Michelangelo, in 1504, and Donatello, around 1408, sculpted marble statues of the Biblical King David. 
 
    	 It takes more than 1,200 peanuts to make one 28 oz. jar of peanut butter. 
 
    	 As opposed to ball-and-socket, the knee is a hinge joint. 
 
    	 The name of the lowest valued chess piece, the pawn, is from the Latin for "foot soldier." 
 
    	 A fake tweet in 2013 temporarily wiped out $130 billion worth of value in the stock market. 
 
    	 Named for a region in Tuscany, Chianti was once recognized by its fiasco, a straw-covered bottle. 
 
    	 Completed in 1941 during WWII, Mount Rushmore wasn't formally dedicated until 1991 by George H.W. Bush. 
 
    	 Before videotape, TV shows were preserved via kinescope, filming directly from a TV monitor. 
 
    	 A kerning is the amount of space between two printed letters. 
 
    	 It can take more than 40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of maple syrup. 
 
    	 The leopard got its name because it was originally thought to be a hybrid of a lion and a panther. 
 
    	 The spices in Starbucks pumpkin spice latte topping are cinnamon, clove, ginger, and nutmeg. 
 
    	 A day’s worth of Twitter posts would fill a 10-million-page book. 
 
    	 Idun, the Norse god of spring, had a basket of magic apples that when eaten conferred immortality. 
 
    	 During WWI, the spiked pickelhaube was a hat worn by German soldiers. 
 
    	 A case brought by New Hyde Park, NY parents led to a 1962 Supreme Court decision banning prayer in public schools. 
 
    	 Finland has the lowest population density in the EU with about 18 people per sq km. 
 
    	 The men in the ancient city-state of Sparta were required to serve as soldiers up until the age of 60. 
 
    	 In the traditional paso doble dance the male dancer portrays a matador and the woman is his cape. 
 
    	 The 2,400-year-old text of the Hippocratic Oath begins, "I swear by Apollo the physician." 
 
    	 The largest of Japan's four chief islands, Honshu is considered the mainland of Japan. 
 
    	 The word husband from an Old Norse word for "master of the house." 
 
    	 "Kristy's Great Idea" in 1986 was the first of more than 200 titles in the popular YA series The Baby-Sitters Club. 
 
    	 Speed dating was invented by a rabbi in 1999. 
 
    	 Christmas ham, originally a pagan tradition, was endorsed by the Catholic Church as a test of truthful conversion from Judaism. 
 
    	 In the 1985 movie National Lampoon's European Vacation, the family won their trip on the gameshow “Pig in a Poke.” 
 
    	 44% of registered Twitter users have never tweeted. 
 
    	 Metatron, who speaks for God, is the highest-ranking archangel in Judaism. 
 
    	 The Charleston became popular in 1923 after inclusion in the Broadway musical "Runnin' Wild.” 
 
    	 The self-help bestseller The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey is subtitled Powerful Lessons in Personal Change. 
 
    	 Bartholomew Jojo Simpson is the full name of Bart on The Simpsons. 
 
    	 Parents of new babies miss out on 6 months’ worth of sleep in the first 2 years of their child's life. 
 
    	 In basketball, the free throw line if 15 feet from the basket. 
 
    	 Bolivia has two capitals: Sucre (judicial) and La Paz (administrative). 
 
    	 The average active vocabulary of an adult English speaker is of around 20,000 words. 
 
    	 A honeybee's true surface area is the size of a piece of toast. 
 
    	 A man took five years to write a 1,905-page suicide note before killing himself in 2010. 
 
    	 For six seasons Courteney Cox starred as Jules Cobb on "Cougar Town.” 
 
    	 Named in memory of Nancy Brinker's sister, the mission of the Susan G. Komen foundation is "To save lives and end breast cancer forever.” 
 
    	 Maltese, which developed from a dialect of Arabic, is the only form of Arabic written in the Latin alphabet. 
 
    	 Maroon 5’s debut album Songs About Jane burst onto the music scene in 2002 selling more than 10 million copies worldwide. 
 
    	 Established in 1922, the Newbery Medal recognizes excellence in children’s literature. 
 
    	 There are more bicycles in Copenhagen, Denmark, than people. 
 
    	 Because it's often contracted in a pool, otitis externa is popularly called swimmer’s ear. 
 
    	 An iPhone contains 75 elements or about 2/3rds of the periodic table. 
 
    	 In 1982 the Firefighters Union created a burn injury research foundation. 
 
    	 17th century British scientist Robert Boyle’s law states in part that volume increases as pressure decreases. 
 
    	 50 beavers were introduced to Tierra del Fuego in the 1940s to help start a fur trade, and there are now more than 100,000 that have devastated over 16 million hectares. 
 
    	 There have been more proposed constitutional amendments to change the U.S. Electoral College than any other topic in the last 200 years. 
 
    	 The word smog was introduced in London in 1905 by Dr. H.A. des Voeux of the Coal Smoke Abatement Society. 
 
    	 Herman Melville's 18-month voyage aboard the whaler Acushnet provided a factual basis for Moby Dick. 
 
    	 The Kansas capital of Topeka derives its name from the Siouan for "A good place to dig potatoes.” 
 
    	 In a 1961 speech FCC chairman Newton Minow called television a "vast wasteland.” 
 
    	 In Denmark you are a pepper man or a pepper maid if you are not married by age 30. 
 
    	 The name of Lake Okeechobee in Florida is Seminole for “big water.” 
 
    	 In 1963 Kodak introduced its popular Instamatic camera that used a drop-in film cartridge. 
 
    	 The famous Thompson submachine gun or “Tommy Gun,” which became famous during prohibition, was originally designed for use in WWI, but the war ended two days before the first prototypes were shipped. 
 
    	 By 5 games to 4, the Kansas City Monarchs won the first Negro League World Series in 1924. 
 
    	 King George II donated the "Royal Library" of the English kings to the British Museum in 1757. 
 
    	 Of the men on the front of currently printed U.S. paper bills Ulysses S. Grant was the most recent to have been president. 
 
    	 Australia is the only country in the world where more Americans emigrate to it than its citizens immigrate to the U.S. 
 
    	 From the Latin for "prove", a probate court is where the validity of a will is proven. 
 
    	 Many skyscrapers have a stiff core that acts as the building's spine and also contains the elevator column. 
 
    	 The average lead pencil will write about 50,000 words in English. 
 
    	 One out of six people in the world bribe a police officer every year. 
 
    	 You can cook an egg on a sidewalk when the surface temperature reaches 158°F. 
 
    	 A 1990 photo of Earth taken by space probe Voyager I prompted Carl Sagan to call planet Earth a "pale blue dot.” 
 
    	 Tradition says a door of the Schlosskirche, aka Castle Church, is the site where Martin Luther posted his theses in 1517. 
 
    	 The two brightest stars in the constellation Orion are Betelgeuse in the shoulder Rigel in his foot. 
 
    	 The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) enacted in 1978 set up a special court to review the legality of surveillance by the U.S. government. 
 
    	 Galaxy NGC 4151 was named “Eye of Sauron” for its striking similarity to Tolkien’s character in Lord of the Rings. 
 
    	 The current population of Mars is seven, all robots. 
 
    	 "The Portrait of a Lady on a Balcony" done around 1504-14 is better known as the Mona Lisa. 
 
    	 Sheep were grazed on the lawn of the White House during WWI, in part to offset the expense of lawncare. 
 
    	 Sinhalese are the major ethnic group in Sri Lanka. 
 
    	 France owns 61% of the West Indian island of St. Martin and the Netherlands, 39%. 
 
    	 The euro was equal to $1.15 when it went into effect on January 1, 1999. 
 
    	 The 2004 C5 Chevy Corvette was one of the last cars released with pop-up headlights. 
 
    	 A protein dubbed draculin, found in the saliva of vampire bats, acts as an anticoagulant. 
 
    	 Saturn has the second most moons in our solar system with 62. 
 
    	 With over 16 million international visitors annually, London is the world’s most visited city. 
 
    	 Criss Angel: Mindfreak, featuring stunts and street magic performed by the title magician, aired for six seasons on A&E. 
 
    	 April 27, 2002 was the first time in 40 years that not a single British musical act appeared in the Billboard Hot 100. 
 
    	 Bjarni Herjolfsson was said to have sighted North America, but it was Leif Eriksson who was the first European to sail to it around the year 1000. 
 
    	 Of the top 25 novelists most adapted to film, Stephen King is the only one still living. 
 
    	 Morehead Planetarium, which opened in 1949 at the University of North Carolina, was the 1st planetarium owned by a college. 
 
    	 The original Hollywoodland sign was a $21,000 billboard for real estate built in 1923. 
 
    	 Dixon Ticonderoga, founded in 1795, has long used the slogan “The world’s best pencil.” 
 
    	 London has hosted the modern Summer Olympics in 1908, 1948, and 2012, making it the most frequent city in which they have been held. 
 
    	 In 2013 the asteroid Chariklo became the first non-planet found with rings. 
 
    	 The population of Germany was 81 million following its 1990 reunion. 
 
    	 Florence Nightingale’s 1860 Notes on Nursing was the first textbook for nurses. 
 
    	 Dairy Queen owns the Orange Julius created by Julius Freed back in 1926. 
 
    	 A camel’s hump stores fat rather than water. 
 
    	 Taking the first part of its name from the Dutch for thunder, the blunderbuss was a type of old-fashioned musket. 
 
    	 In 1559 Elizabeth I signed the Act of Supremacy establishing the monarch as head of the Church of England. 
 
    	 The Red Delicious apple, the USA's top seller, was developed in the 1880s in Jesse Hiatt's orchard near East Peru, Iowa. 
 
    	 Frank Zappa’s 14-year-old daughter Moon Unit was featured on his 1982 song “Valley Girl” which became a Top 40 hit. 
 
    	 The first traffic signal in the world was installed in London in 1868, but it exploded less than a month later. 
 
    	 Anne Frank, Martin Luther King Jr. and Barbara Walters were all born in the same year. 
 
    	 The "Macbeth" witches' recipe calls for nose of Turk and lips of a Tartar. 
 
    	 In 1137, at the age of 15, Eleanor inherited the independent state of Aquitaine for her father William X, ultimately becoming one of the wealthiest and most powerful women in Europe. 
 
    	 The 1987 Cher comedy “Moonstruck” begins with Dean Martin's 1953 hit "That's Amore.” 
 
    	 The people of China use about 45 billion chopsticks per year. 
 
    	 Alexander Selkirk, the inspiration for Robinson Crusoe, died at sea from yellow fever. 
 
    	 Extending over an area of nearly 200 square miles are the Nazca Lines of Peru that are only evident from the air. 
 
    	 Seoul, South Korea straddles the Han River, which flows into the Yellow Sea. 
 
    	 In 2015 Godzilla was made an honorary citizen of Japan after over 60 years of residence there. 
 
    	 Christoph Waltz, who gained international fame in 2009 for playing the Jew Hunter in Inglorious Basterds, has a son who is a Rabbi. 
 
    	 Best known for synthesizing LSD, chemist Albert Hoffman died in 2008 at the age of 102. 
 
    	 Brazzaville and Kinshasha (Republic of Congo and Democratic Republic of Congo) are the two closest national capital cities in the world. 
 
    	 The world's largest producer of cigarettes is a company owned by the Chinese government. 
 
    	 Paul Reubens (aka Pee-Wee Herman) was the son of fighter pilot who flew for both Great Britain and the United States in WWII and helped found the Israeli Air Force. 
 
    	 Embracing the future and new technology in 1962, Purdue University established the first department of computer science in the U.S. 
 
    	 Sudan actually contains more pyramids than Egypt. 
 
    	 Apple earns about $300,000 per minute. 
 
    	 Alfred E. Neuman’s first appearance on the cover of Mad magazine was in 1956 as a write-in candidate for president. 
 
    	 Now a popular tourist attraction, El Morro Fortress was built by the Spaniards to guard the bay at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
 
    	 Some historians date the passion for collecting antiques from when the buried Italian city of Pompeii was first excavated in 1748. 
 
    	 Queen Anne style furniture from the early 18th century was made almost exclusively from walnut. 
 
    	 Polynesia stretches over 5,000 miles from Hawaii to New Zealand. 
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    Please, 
if you liked this book, leave a review on Amazon, it helps me a lot! Make sure you check out the rest of my books HERE.

Until next time,
Bill O’Neill 
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