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			FOREWORD

			Rarely has a single building done so much to change a city.  A bold edifice representing our city’s energy, THE BOW is an architectural turning point for Calgary.

			THE BOW signifies many firsts.  It was the first major commercial development east of Centre Street built in a generation – changing what was long seen as an enclave for government, institutions and social services.  It helped us think of East Calgary differently and paved the way for more investment. 

			THE BOW got Calgarians talking about architecture.  It was the first time many of us heard about Lord Norman Foster and Calgarians showed up in droves to see the work of Foster and Partners at the Glenbow Museum.  We followed THE BOW’s progress, from speculation about its height (tallest) and design to the “Big Pour” and the unveiling of the transcendent Plensa sculpture, Wonderland.  Now one of the most photographed buildings in Calgary, THE BOW set a new bar for the office towers that followed. 

			Beyond urban beauty, THE BOW served a very practical purpose.  Taxes generated from THE BOW launched the redevelopment of East Village, helping make the transformation of that struggling community possible.

			Congratulations to the trailblazers and dreamers who helped make this seminal project possible. 

			Sincerely, Councillor Druh Farrell
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			CHAPTER ONE

			THE BOW—FROM CONCEPT TO COMPLETION

			By Michele Jarvie

			The building towers over downtown Calgary, with its gaze extending towards the Rocky Mountains to the west and far into the prairies to the east — making a statement about the vast territory its tenants cover. Officially seven years in the making, THE BOW is a symbol of the considerable impact and influence of not only Encana Corp. and Cenovus Energy, but of the entire petroleum industry in Alberta.

			Long the economic driver for this province, oil and gas continues to bolster Alberta’s fortunes, even with periodic downturns. Both Encana and Cenovus are among Canada’s leading companies in the energy sector.

			But moving beyond the financial success of the companies within THE BOW, the building itself is pegged as the great white hope of the East Village. City officials and developers note the $1.4-billion tower and its thousands of workers are kick-starting more development in the once-neglected east side.

			At the time of planning, “no corporate building had been constructed east of Centre Street,” said Ald. Druh Farrell at the tower’s opening ceremony. “The site selected by Encana opened the gateway of east Calgary and also made the work you see in East Village possible. THE BOW ignited a discussion about architecture . . . Along with the changes to our skyline, it’s raised our expectations for all future downtown structures.”

			Bruce Graham, president and CEO of Calgary Economic Development, sees THE BOW as having national influence. “In the reflection of THE BOW’s gleaming steel and glass, we see Canada’s potential to be an energy superpower and we see Calgary’s growing position as a global business centre and economic leader.”

			Lauded by architects and artists, municipal officials, and even ordinary citizens, THE BOW has cemented its place in Calgary. But where did this glass and steel wonder come from? Who had the lofty dream or vision in the first place? And how did it come to fruition?

			The story of THE BOW begins with former Encana CEO Gwyn Morgan and a leadership team presiding over 3,000-plus employees who were scattered across five buildings in the city. (At the time, Encana and Cenovus were still operating as one company under the Encana name.) Meetings that crossed divisions had to be carefully planned and there was a lack of cohesiveness that comes with integrating staff.

			“It wasn’t optimal for communications and the teamwork of the company,” Morgan recalls. By the mid-2000s, senior executives felt the time was right to unite everyone under one roof. As no existing office space was large enough to hold them all, the company went looking for a piece of land on which to build. After much analysis and debate, Encana chose a site the City was promoting as a way to stimulate the revitalization of East Village.

			“That site was the most clear cut in terms of being able to assemble,” said Craig Reardon, who until recently was vice-president of administration for Encana and was also a key member of the group that found the site and recommended it to Morgan and other senior executives. “It was the simplest to acquire and the least expensive to acquire by quite a bit. And it was also something we had been talking to the City about, in terms of its push to get something major going east of Centre Street.”

			“I guess they were initially surprised we didn’t go with something further west or more conventional,” he said. “But when we talked about those three things (price, ease and East Village), it was clear. And Gwyn (Morgan) really was involved in doing something with the City.”

			Morgan liked the idea of being a cornerstone in a revitalized city centre. “We said this could not only unite the company, but could also unite the downtown,” he recalls.

			Although the idea of a new office tower had been in the works for years, the official plans were unveiled in 2006. And it was no mere building, the plans revealed. The ambitious project would transform Calgary’s downtown, redefine the city’s skyline and not least of all, alleviate the squeeze on office space. Officials predicted more than one million square feet would be freed up once Encana moved out of existing offices.

			 “It’s going to be a net contributor to the office market that we absolutely need at this time,” Graham said in the early days. The space vacated by Encana and Cenovus workers provided movement and opportunity in a crunched office space market.

			At 247 metres and 58 storeys tall, it was to be the tallest office tower in Western Canada, and the second-largest development in Canada after Toronto’s First Canadian Place. More importantly to some, it was going to be eight storeys taller than the neighbouring Petro-Canada Centre. Petro-Can, created in 1975 by the federal government, had long been the rival of some Alberta-based oil and gas outfits.

			After it was unveiled, Graham said THE BOW illustrated the shift of economic power. “It’s a symbol of the emergence of the West and a symbol of Calgary being an economic powerhouse. It symbolizes the city’s aspirations and that is to be the centre of all things energy.”
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			A view of the site where THE BOW would be built,  looking north from top of Hyatt Regency Hotel. Sixth Avenue is the street running horizontal in the photo. Centre Street is visible at left, looking north.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			A rendering of the new tower showed the heights it would reach.

			Rendering courtesy of Encana.
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			The size and grandeur of the plan for THE BOW had Calgarians abuzz.

			Vance Rodewalt cartoon, Calgary Herald.

			
			As befitting such a monument, Encana executives wanted a strong name and it certainly didn’t want any derogatory nicknames taking hold. Neither did the world renowned architectural firm Foster + Partners of London, England, which suffered the indignity of having one of its most elaborate buildings commonly referred to as ‘the Gherkin.’

			“People were starting to call the building all sorts of names including the Encana Banana. Foster + Partners were very sensitive to this. We weren’t going to sit still for the Encana Banana or the Boomerang or any other nickname,” Reardon said. He noted that several executives, including Gerry Protti, executive vice-president of corporate relations, and Alan Boras, former VP of media relations, suggested the name THE BOW. It represented the building’s shape, the valley and the winding river that would flow below.

			According to original plans, the 1.9-million-square-foot complex would encompass two buildings when completed — the main office tower on the northeast side of Centre Street and 6th Avenue, and a smaller, seven-storey building housing retail and cultural facilities on the southeast side, which would incorporate the historic 1929 York Hotel. (Plans for the smaller building have evolved over the years; a public plaza is now the temporary placeholder for this space.) The two sites would also be connected by a six-storey underground parking facility extending between 5th and 7th Avenues, according to original plans.

				“I believed we could actively not just create office space that was unified around the company, but we could also make it a competitive advantage if we built the building in a way that was special,” said Morgan.

			That vision led to the innovative design by Foster + Partners, which worked with local firm Zeidler Partnership Architects. The crescent-shaped glass tower would be supported by steel beams resembling diamonds, affording great views for almost all staff. Staff would also enjoy three landscaped “sky gardens” running the length of three floors.

			“It’s now by far the biggest building that Foster + Partners has ever done in North America and we are extremely proud to have been associated with the project,” said Nigel Dancey, senior partner with the architectural firm.
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			Sunrise on THE BOW in March 2010.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			The Snowbirds scream through the sky and past THE BOW, as the Stampede parade starts in July 2010.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			Just like most other workers in the city, construction workers on THE BOW took a few minutes to catch a glimpse of the Stampede parade in this 2010 photo.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

			
			[image: Ch1-14.jpg]

			With Stampede goers on the Rainbow ride in the foreground, this photo showed the progress of THE BOW in July 2010.

			Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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			The rise of THE BOW was a sight to behold. This is a view from the community of Rosedale in August, 2010.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			Lights are tested, as THE BOW continues to reach  skywards in September 2010.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			The progress of construction is seen in this January 2011 shot.

			Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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			As finishing touches were made on THE BOW’s exterior in July 2011, the Stampede was occurring. Here, Howard Maerz of Cochrane walks his Appalossa Stormy in the staging grounds for the Calgary Stampede parade.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			The sculpture by Jaume Plensa was a key finishing touch to the exterior of THE BOW.

			Christina Ryan, Calgary Herald

			
			[image: Ch1-20.jpg]

			Calgary artist Ric Kokotovich stands with one of his art pieces, hanging in the Cenovus offices of THE BOW.

			Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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			An example of the modern art on display in Encana’s offices in THE BOW.

			Michele Jarvie, Calgary Herald

			
			At unveiling, it was hailed as bold and innovative.  “I think the direction we have is strong, confident, urban-oriented architecture,” said Brian Sinclair, dean of the University of Calgary’s environmental design. “It’s very progressive.”

			To this day, the sight of THE BOW still awes Ken Hornby, former vice-president of Encana Leasehold Limited Partnership, the team responsible for overseeing THE BOW project. “I continue to be so impressed with the way Fosters’ concept integrates with the Calgary skyline. Whether you’re flying in on a plane or coming up Deerfoot, it’s so recognizable and distinctive. So much sweat, tears and pride have gone into this building.”

			Not content with adding office space to the city, Encana also hoped to change the cultural landscape with its innovative project. The company talked to numerous local cultural groups, but an appropriate fit for the space couldn’t be achieved.

			Company officials also quietly engaged in talks with Ottawa to bring the National Portrait Gallery to 100,000 square feet of space set aside for arts and cultural groups. The $45-million gallery includes more than one million Canadian portraits, with the bulk of the objects stored in climate-controlled vaults and specialized conservation labs. Encana was eager to help fund the relocation of the gallery to Calgary. Talks continued for months, but in June 2007 the federal government announced there was no deal.

			“The proposal (Encana) had put forth was extremely generous and a model of good corporate citizenship, but the government could not proceed on their timelines,” said Jim Prentice, who was then a Calgary MP.

			While that idea fell by the wayside, much else was happening at Encana. The company, which had never intended to be a property developer and only wanted to kickstart the project, sold THE BOW and its assets to a subsidiary of H&R Real Estate Investment Trust. As part of the transaction, Encana signed a 25-year tenant lease agreement with H&R REIT for 100 per cent of the office tower at an initial rental rate of approximately $36 per square foot and received about $70 million, which largely represented Encana’s investment to date in the project. That helped Encana’s bottom line and the company announced record profits of $6.5 billion in February 2007.

			One month later, the tower’s design was reduced by one storey. Encana felt it could tighten up the space needed, also helping to alleviate concerns over potential shading of the riverbank. Under city policy, no buildings are allowed to cast shadows on the river, Stephen Avenue Walk and civic parks.

			 “Behind the scenes, one of the things that complicated our lives were all the redesigns, large and small, that had to occur as the project proceeded,” said project director Hornby. The building had to shrink a little bit to meet the City’s requirements for shading on cycling paths and riverbanks.

			Tweaking the design of the building was a small concession, considering Encana’s imminent request to shut down a street for almost a year. To construct the underground parking facility, Encana needed 6th Avenue closed between 1st Street S.E. and Centre Street, which meant re-routing of downtown traffic. It was a major debate for city council which understood the necessity of the move, but also knew what it would mean for commuters.

			“It’s a ‘no go’ to traffic chaos,” said then Mayor Dave Bronconnier. “We need a plan that deals with all the issues upfront so Calgarians know what to expect.”

			The developer, Matthews Southwest, agreed to minimize disruption for motorists by any means. “We are absolutely committed to reducing any disruption to 6th Avenue and to the commutes of people in Calgary,” assured Richard Tucker, vice-president of development for Matthews. “If we have to work double shifts, overtime, 24 hours a day — whatever it takes is what we’ll do.”

			After several meetings and a promise from Encana that the work would be completed in time for the Stampede parade to proceed as usual the following summer, council approved the closure. Encana would be on the hook for $14,000 a day in fines — 10 times the regular street closure fee — if it missed its deadline. It did not.

			 Once council agreed to the street closure and the land sale needed for construction, it was full steam ahead. In June 2007, the project broke ground.
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			Construction on the site began in earnest in June 2007.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			An update on construction three months after the official groundbreaking occurred.

			Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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			By July 2008, the steel frame of the crescent-shaped tower was taking shape.

			Dean Bicknell, Calgary Herald
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			January 2009 showed a building on the rise.

			Stuart Gradon, Calgary Herald
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			THE BOW grew quickly in 2009, as this May photo shows.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			July 2009 showed even further height increases.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			THE BOW, as seen from across the Centre Street bridge, in September 2009.

			Dean Bicknell, Calgary Herald

			
			To meet the tight timelines, Matthews and its construction partners came up with a unique plan. The block of 6th Avenue between 1st Street S.E. and Centre Street would reopen as a temporary bridge, while work on the six-storey parking structure continued 20 metres below. As well, construction on the first 24 storeys of THE BOW would begin before the parking area was finished. A steel and concrete floor would be placed on huge steel stilts filled with concrete, which in turn would sit on a three-metre-thick foundation pad.

			That setup would allow trucks and cranes to drive onto the site and allow work to begin on the building — the steel plate being a horizontal barrier between the above- and below-ground construction. The parking structure, however, had to be finished by the time work began on the 25th floor of THE BOW.

			“It was an interesting time. It was high pressure,” recalls Jack Matthews, president of Matthews Southwest. “The Stampede breakfast that we had there (on the bridge) was one of the most relieving days I’ve ever had, even though we were finished two weeks ahead of time. More people were betting against us than for us. Having the pressure . . . of destroying the original Stampede tour (parade route), by not having it ready, would have been a killer.”

			But before construction could move forward, they had to deal with the past. That meant taking down the York Hotel, brick by brick for future restoration projects.  Specialized crews dismantled what was billed as the city’s first “modern hotel,” so that a 20-metre pit could be dug for the parking structure.

			Perhaps the most significant event in the building of THE BOW was the break-up of the company it was being built for. In May 2008, Encana announced a plan to split the country’s largest energy firm into two corporations, both which would still rank among the six largest in the oilpatch. Encana Corp. would focus on natural gas, while the firm that was later named Cenovus Energy would be a fully integrated oil company.

			“We believe this is the right time,” said then Encana president Randy Eresman. “It’s the logical next step in the evolution of Encana.” Eresman would become head of the gas producer, while Encana finance chief Brian Ferguson would become CEO of Cenovus.

			A global economic downturn delayed that plan for a year and a half. The accompanying credit crunch also affected THE BOW and its owners, H&R Real Estate Investment Trust, which sought to borrow $1.1 billion in funding. “At present there are no financing arrangements in place on any of REIT’s development projects, and the current difficult economic conditions have impacted H&R’s financing strategy,” said Tom Hofstedter, president and chief executive of H&R, in November 2008. “Banks today are very cautious, making smaller commitments . . . and are taking no underwriting risks.”

			However, Hofstedter was optimistic that by spring of 2009, money would be in hand, citing the company’s strong relationships with its banking syndicate, 100-per-cent pre-lease status of the building and the $300 million already invested. He was correct and $425 million in financing was secured by April 2009.

			Things started to turn around by fall 2009 and shareholders approved the company’s split. But it wasn’t a move made just on paper. Creating two distinct and separate companies necessitated changes to the building’s design and security. Cenovus would now be housed on floors three to 28 and Encana on 29 to 55.

			“All the planning work was for one company and so you make a lot of decisions based on that,” said Matthews, the project developer. “You’ve got your building designed and started construction. All of a sudden you have two clients instead of one and they have different interests.

			“The biggest thing was security. They had different desires on different floors, where executive went. The biggest challenge was getting the security right.”

			Hornby said the complex geometry of the building’s design meant every change had to be thought through carefully. “The things like the raised access floor, atrium and common areas – would they really function as intended? . . . Would the mechanical systems be up to the challenge?  Our overall concern was, ‘Is it all going to come together and be the ergonomic model we’d hope it would be?’ Largely, we can say it’s been wildly successful.”

			As the project team worked out the details inside, the three massive cranes continued to surround the tower outside. Calgarians watched with interest, discussed construction online and posted dozens of YouTube videos as the tower took shape. One particularly good video entitled Cranes and Riggers garnered more than 20,000 views. A history buff who’s a member of the Calgary Heritage Authority documented the tower’s rise from the street far below; Judith Umbach snapped approximately 650 photos over a seven-year span showing all the stages of construction from excavation through high-altitude steel work.  “I think, ‘This (view or object) may not be here tomorrow,’” she says. “It’s going to get covered up and no one’s going to see it again.”

			Finally, in July 2010, the moment many had been anticipating arrived: THE BOW in its skeleton form passed Suncor Energy Centre as the city’s tallest building. That title has resided with a number of companies over the years. In 1967, it was the Husky Tower (which later changed its name to the Calgary Tower). In 1983, PetroCanada Tower pushed past and remained the tallest for more than two decades. (In 2009, Suncor Energy acquired the building.) Now, by more than three metres, THE BOW holds the honour.

			There was no champagne to celebrate the placing of the 14-metre-long steel girder which pushed it over the record. Everyone from Ledcor Construction to the developer Matthews Southwest was still focused on the end game.  “We’ve been working really hard to get to where we are today,” said Michael Brown, then associate vice-president with Matthews. “Our focus continues to be getting that building done on schedule and on budget.”

			Encana and Cenovus began preparing for the eventual move into the building, with Encana reviewing its extensive art collection. Many of its 1,600 pieces were amassed by the energy company’s predecessors, Alberta Energy Co. and Pan Canadian Petroleum, and included works that dated back to the early days of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

			But the modern building called for a new sensibility. Encana culled its collection, selling 193 pieces and using the proceeds to purchase contemporary artworks, including 13 pieces through a competition with the Alberta College of Art + Design. Brightly coloured graphic prints acquired from students share space with existing work from celebrated artists such as Douglas Coupland.

			“Almost all of the artwork we purchased was from young Canadian artists who were either emerging artists or mid-career,” said Encana’s Reardon.  “We wanted to support that group particularly and make an investment there.”

			 Cenovus also chose to go with modern art and hosted its own art competition for new and emerging artists on its walls. The firm also commissioned Calgary artist Rick Kokotovich to do 26 abstract multimedia works, which are the ‘brand’ pieces on each floor.

			“We wanted bright, vibrant, bold pieces that were more of a contemporary nature,” said Denise Froese, vice-president of Cenovus administrative services.  The art does “explore a wide range of themes, as we want to make sure we appeal to the diversity and interests of staff.”

			The firms also enlisted Spanish artist Jaume Plensa to create two sculptures for plazas outside THE BOW: Wonderland, a giant mesh depiction of a girl’s head; and Alberta’s Dream, a smaller, more intimate self-portrait of a man hugging a live tree.

			 The roller-coaster ride of 2008-’09 came to an end by the start of 2011. “Despite all the amount of (office) space that’s available in the market currently and projected into the future, there’s still demand for even more,” said Adam Legge, president and chief executive of the Calgary Chamber of Commerce. “It’s reflective of a long-term situation. The long-term view for Calgary is still very positive.”

			 The positive news just kept coming. In March 2011, THE BOW was honoured with an Alberta Steel Design Award of Excellence, a competition created to recognize innovation in steel design in the province. This was also when the first of three massive cranes was removed from the job site; a sure sign that the building was in the final stages. The last of the cranes came down in November of the year, signalling the end of the major exterior work on the tower.

			 Six months later, all the work was realized when the first wave of staff began to move in. It was a year and a half later than originally forecast due to economic and construction considerations. The move-in continued from June through October with finishing touches occurring during this time. This was also when the public really started to pay attention as sculptor Jaume Plensa’s Wonderland piece was installed outside on the plaza. The giant wire mesh sculpture of a young girl’s head was an instant hit, with people flocking to the building to take photographs, which have appeared on numerous social media and photo-sharing sites. When told about the reaction, Plensa was overjoyed. “One of my dreams was to invite people to walk inside the head, to be inside, to the place of his or her dreams, and look through the face to the landscape around.”

			Creative use of art and light, along with the building’s innovative design, landed THE BOW on the list of the world’s most spectacular corporate buildings in 2013. Emporis, a German-based database on buildings and construction projects, ranked THE BOW at the top of the list of 15 structures, which also included the BMW Building in Munich, New York’s Hearst Tower and the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur.

			 “The taller, the bigger, the more eye-catching, the better,” stated the Emporis release. “More and more companies around the world are investing millions in spectacular corporate buildings in a desire to express their identity through architecture.”

			The praise for the building, as well as the people and organizations responsible for it, continued at the official opening ceremonies in June 2013.

			“When we first saw the mock-up of the site with the building on it and the model, it was amazing,” said former Encana CEO Gwyn Morgan. “But when I actually saw the building, it was overwhelming.”

				The lofty dream is now a reality. “For myself personally, it’s been seven and a half long years. A lot of dollars. Many cycles,” said Hofstedter of H&R at the opening ceremony, which featured First Nations drummers and fireworks. “You’re looking at an amazing building. Just a fantastic contribution to the City of Calgary and I think it will set the standards of buildings to come in the future.”

			Mayor Naheed Nenshi praised the tower as a symbol of the city’s emergence as a place of power. “I want Calgarians to see a point in time. I want them to see that here and now in 2013, Calgary continues to be what we’ve always been — an optimistic city, a city on the rise, a city with its face turned firmly towards the future and I think this building is a beautiful symbol of that.”

			Calgarians seem to agree. On any given day, you’ll see people with cameras capturing sunlight glinting off the tower; other people at the base of the tower bend backwards to peer all the way to the top; and, groups of children run in and out of Plensa’s sculpture. There’s even been a flash mob in the plaza doing the Harlem Shake. THE BOW has its own Facebook page, an entry on Wikipedia, and the YouTube videos posted during construction are now joined by videos of the completed project. While the Calgary Tower has long been the symbol of Calgary, THE BOW tower is giving it a run for its money.

			There may have been no one more interested in seeing THE BOW come to fruition than former mayor Dave Bronconnier. In office during the planning and construction phases of the project, Bronconnier was a key player in all discussions between the City and Encana’s team. “It’s really about teamwork and collaboration,” he said. There was a “coming together, between the city, the province, the building owner, the building tenants, (and) many, many hands to make such a spectacular project that clearly has changed the skyline of Calgary for the better. And, it really is a grand beauty — 236 metres of absolute gorgeousness – drop-dead beautiful – that will stand the test of time.”

			 “It’s what I’ve always said about Calgary — put on your seatbelt and wait, because Calgary is a city that continues to grow, continues to prosper,” Bronconnier said. “It’s anchoring the West with what’s occurring here in terms of the energy business overall and many other businesses. It really speaks to the maturity of Calgary. You’re seeing it in this building.”
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			This November 2011 photo shows how different the Calgary skyline became with THE BOW reaching its full height.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			A large group of people in crazy costumes turned out to dance the ‘Harlem Shake’ in front of the Wonderland sculpture and THE BOW in February, 2013. The Harlem Shake was a dance/video trend, performed by flash mobs around the world in 2012 and 2013.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			Children walk past Wonderland, the Jaume Plensa sculpture outside THE BOW.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			Artist Jaume Plensa speaks in front of Wonderland, the sculpture he created for the plaza outside THE BOW, at the official opening ceremonies for the skyscraper in downtown Calgary on June 4, 2013.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			THE BOW and the Calgary Tower were photographed together here in October 2012,  towering over autumn leaves.

			Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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			The sun reflects off THE BOW, on a sunny June day.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER TWO

			BEHIND THE SCENES — CRANES, FACTS AND FIGURES

			By Michele Jarvie

			There were thousands of workers building THE BOW tower, but arguably the most daunting and solitary job was that of the crane operators. Perched precariously atop the building as it grew from street level to a soaring 235 metres, the crane men worked blind, hauling their precious cargo of steel upwards floor after floor for six years, without being able to see much of what they did.

			 “There were tip cameras which gave them a visual,” says Bill Christensen, vice-president of construction with Matthews Southwest, developer of the project. “At that height, you can see the load but not the size. It’s all done with radios — you never make a move without someone telling you what to do.”

			 Workers on the tower didn’t even have the luxury of cellphones to communicate as there was no coverage — unless you leaned over the side of the building. The crane operators worked 12-hour shifts in a glass box that measures less than a metre wide and 1.5 metres long. It’s a long time to spend in an enclosed space with dangerous tasks on the line.

			 “It’s like any job. You have to be careful,” says Mike Carson, the crane operator foreman on THE BOW project. “My worst fear was . . . breaking something or hurting someone.”

			While it might seem lonely to be cooped up all shift, Carson says it’s anything but that. There are countless demands and requests from people all day, along with interaction when you’re helping fellow crane operators.  “Even if you don’t have your own steel, you’d be helping the other guy.”

			 Carson’s operators on THE BOW project ranged in age from 28 to 68 and all had years on the job. “On a job like this you have to have experience,” he says. “You have to grow into a job like this.”

			 Christensen notes that a large part of his job was ensuring a safe worksite and he’s proud of what they accomplished along with their safety record. “We were very vigilant during the project. We had no major incident or injuries and that’s pretty remarkable when you consider there were more than nine million man hours on the job and given the size of the steel” that needed to be hauled upwards.

			 The wind was a constant concern on the project. A slight breeze on the ground is magnified when you’re 58 storeys up. A weather station on the top of the building monitored air temperature, wind velocity and barometric pressure. There was also a lightning detector on the middle crane with a detection range up to 60 kilometres away.

			 “There were times we had to shut down due to high winds and bad weather,” says Carson, recalling the many thunderstorms he watched roll in over the foothills.

			At the peak of construction, there were 1,500 workers on site every day. Every trade conceivable was called in — electricians, ironworkers, welders and framers were just a few of those who were essential. But for many passers-by, the cranes symbolized the work and progress of THE BOW.

			 There were 15 operators working 24/7 on the three main cranes: a Potain in the middle and two giant Favcos on either end. The Potain could handle steel weighing up to 29,000 kg (kilograms), while the heavy-duty Favcos could lift 64,000 kg each.

			 “Some structural pieces weighed almost that. One of the diagonal beams weighed (47,600 kg) and was put in place with one crane,” notes Christensen. As the building rose, so did the cranes. At the start of the project, it took 7.5 hours to jack one crane up 10 metres (three floors). When Carson came on the job, he figured out a way to reduce that time to 3.5 hours.

			 Carson also calculated a way to reduce the time needed to install the building’s 12,000-kg bathrooms, which were fully constructed in Ontario and shipped here. Each room had to be lifted up, before being carefully squeezed through steel openings on each floor. Some floors only had 8.9 centimetres of clearance.

			 “The company we contracted . . . was taking inordinately long to put it on the floor,” says Christensen. “The worst one was 11 hours. The glass work on the outside was catching up to us. Mike (Carson) came in and did nine (bathrooms) in 10 hours.”

			 More calculations and strategy were needed when the tower was finished and the three cranes — long the stalwarts of the project — were ready to be retired. Almost like a Matryoshka, or Russian nesting doll, one crane gave way to another, and another.

			 The complicated process began with the middle Potain taking one side crane down in pieces. Then it moved over and took the second Favco down. A smaller crane called a derrick was then hauled up to dismantle the Potain into 14 pieces, the largest being its base which weighed 11.5 tonnes. Its 10 counterweights, used to keep the crane from tipping over, were also brought to the ground, weighing six tonnes each. The derrick then hoisted up a smaller derrick which in turn took the larger one down. The smaller derrick was then taken apart in pieces on the roof and taken down in the elevator. However, “there’s no elevator from 57 to 54 so we had to hoof it those three floors. It was a big job,” says Carson.

			 Christensen adds THE BOW was the most challenging project he’d ever worked on. “While I have had a great deal of experience over the years in construction, I was required to use everything I had learned. . . . There were lots of issues and problems of a technical nature to resolve and of course the project was so long.

			 “In retrospect, it is almost surreal that it actually happened. I can remember lots of the history but it feels more like I was part of a great play and I was just one of the actors. It took a great deal of stamina and perseverance.”
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			The work of construction cranes fascinated passers-by, while THE BOW was under construction.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			It took careful co-ordination to dismantle the construction cranes that had graced Calgary’s skyline from atop THE BOW.

			Christina Ryan, Calgary Herald

			
			THE BOW: BY THE NUMBERS

			There is no shortage of amazing facts, figures and data about THE BOW. Here is a look at THE BOW, by the numbers:

			58

			Number of storeys in THE BOW, including 53 office floors, four mechanical floors and retail space.

			236

			The height of the building in metres; that’s 774 feet.

			158,000

			The size of the building in square metres; in square feet, that would be 1.7 million.

			48,000

			Tonnes of steel used in the project, which became the largest steel project ever built in Canada.

			3

			The building is home to three sky gardens, which provide an indoor park environment, complete with vegetation, trees, natural light areas and comfortable seating.

			1.4 billion

			The cost, in dollars, of the building.

			3rd

			The concrete pour for the foundation became the world’s third largest concrete pour. It involved 500 people and took three days.

			4th

			Emporis, a global provider of building data, named it the world’s fourth most spectacular corporate head office.

			82,500

			The number of square metres of glass panels used in THE BOW; that’s almost 900,000 square feet.

			22

			The number of trades involved in constructing the building; more than 100 sub-trades were also involved.

			1,000,000

			The number of conduit runs for electricity.

			2

			The number of city blocks the building and area covers.

			20,000

			Number of fire alarm devices in the building.

			80

			Kilometres of sprinkler pipe installed.

			30,000

			Number of sprinkler heads in the building, along with 560 sprinkler hose valves.

			1,390

			The underground parking structure is six levels and holds 1,390 vehicles.

			420

			The number of bicycles that can be parked into the underground parking structure.

			1.9 million

			The square feet of rentable space in THE BOW.

			THE BOW: FACTS AND FINE POINTS

			
				The building is the tallest office tower in Calgary; it’s also Canada’s tallest office building outside of Toronto.

				THE BOW’s atrium windows can open, allowing fresh air to circulate.

				It was ranked among the top 10 architectural projects of 2012 by Azure Magazine.

				The shape is a defining characteristic of THE BOW. Project developer Matthews Southwest notes, “The aerodynamic crescent shape significantly reduces exterior wind resistance, ‘down draft’ and the urban venturi effect. A pleasant, south-facing urban plaza experience is created at the tower’s base. Inside, the shape creates a floor plan that maximizes access to views and natural light. It also creates a collaborative and open workspace for Encana and Cenovus employees.”

				THE BOW was built with a “diagrid” structural system, resulting in diagonal frames that provide super structural efficiency and create a striking graphical design on the building. “Visually, the diagrid pattern is repeated every six stories, and a single unit of the pattern is referred to as a node. This is the first time a triangular diagrid system has been applied to a curved building design in a North American skyscraper.”

				Its orientation is also key, says Matthews Southwest. “THE BOW is attuned to the local conditions and designed for Calgary’s climate. The atrium face extends the full height of the southwest face. It will passively harness the sun’s energy in all seasons. In the summer, the atrium will reflect or exhaust excess heat before it reaches office space. During the remaining seasons, the sun’s heat energy will be absorbed and recycled throughout the building to augment heating requirements for the north and east faces.”

			

			Sources: www.the-bow.com, Matthews Southwest (matthewssouthwest.com),Encana, Cenovus, Tyco SimplexGrinnell.

		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER THREE

			MEMORIES OF THE BOW

			The development of THE BOW involved thousands of people, some of whom worked on the project for years. It left a lasting impression on many people, their careers and the city itself. Here are some of those impressions from civic leaders and principals in the project, along with reflections from Encana and Cenovus employees who work in THE BOW.

			Bruce Graham – President and CEO, Calgary Economic Development

			 	“I feel a little personal pride in what it (THE BOW) represents. This is not a base hit. It’s the grand slam in economic development and the city is better for it. It’s a symbol of the emergence of the West and a symbol of Calgary being an economic powerhouse. It symbolizes the city’s aspirations and that is to be the centre of all things energy.

			 “This city has changed from a regional business centre to a global business centre. This is the holy grail of what can be done in economic development. Nothing comes bigger or can be done more spectacular than what has been done with THE BOW.”

			 	“This is the first major development in a long time that happened east of Centre Street. That was a defining project for this city. It connected what’s now East Village with downtown and it started to make downtown complete. It’s not just a place to make a living, but it’s a place to make a life. It’s a place to stay for the long term. I think THE BOW has captured that permanence.”

			Craig Reardon – Vice-President Administration, Encana

			 “For the city and Calgary economic development, it (THE BOW) is a very important symbol of Calgary. . . For me, it’s a testament to the can-do attitude in Calgary. It symbolizes that Calgary can do things that are difficult and large scale. We didn’t set out to build the tallest building in Calgary or Western Canada. . . It didn’t start out as a symbol of anything but it has become that way.

			 	“My favourite memory was the day before we opened the sky garden — just before opening night, if you will. I walked around it that night thinking of how we designed it and then to see it the next day, people enjoying it . . . the last evening was pretty important to me.”

			Another personal highlight was being involved in the design process with Foster + Partners in London. “The top highlight was to see the final design created by us and Fosters. Everyone was represented at the table. . . It was always exciting to see what they took out of the discussions and what they came back with. The shape of the building is no accident. We wanted it to reflect how we work and to create a sense of community. We wanted a building to reflect our company — one that is young, open, collaborative and environmentally responsible, and we feel we have achieved that here.”

			  Hayward Walls – Executive Vice-President, Strategy and Organizational Development, Cenovus

			 	“Calgary has the kind of innovative thinking that has allowed the oil and gas industry to develop advanced technology and methods to help meet the world’s growing demand for energy. THE BOW is a good example of Calgary’s innovative spirit. It exemplifies this city and pushes the envelope of what can be achieved.”

			Naheed Nenshi – Mayor of Calgary

			 	“This is a moment in the history of this city and the result of the hard work of so many people. I want Calgarians to see a point in time. I want them to see that here and now in 2013, Calgary continues to be what we’ve always been — a confident city, an optimistic city, a city on the rise, a city with its face turned firmly towards the future and I think this building is a beautiful symbol of that.”

			 Jim Barnes – Architect, Foster + Partners

			 “It has been a wonderful journey, a true collaborative effort. . . For me, the last seven or eight years have been an amazing life-changing experience. Having the client or tenant engaged from day one made such a difference. So often we are building a space, but for Encana we were building them a home.”

			 	“It’s a bit of mixed emotions now. There’s a huge sense of collective achievement and it’s a real reward to look at it. But I daresay it’s left a void. I spent four years commuting back and forth (from London, U.K., to Calgary). It was a huge part of my life.”

			Nigel Dancey – Senior Partner, Foster + Partners 

			 “It’s now, by far, the biggest building that Foster + Partners has ever done in North America and we are extremely proud to have been associated with the project.”

			Ken Hornby – Project Director, Encana Leasehold Limited Partnership

			 “I’m very proud of THE BOW. I have pride in all the projects I’ve worked on. But unlike the others, people always say, ‘You should take so much pride in THE BOW.’ I do, but it was my job. I need to be matter-of-fact and a little bit humble. It was a great project and I was damn lucky to be involved.”

			Deborah David – Project Manager, Design & Tenant Improvements; Encana Leasehold Limited Partnership

			“As a member of the core BOW Project team, I have been involved from the initial project inception to our final move into the building. Over the last 10 years, I have had the privilege to work with a group of dynamic, talented and dedicated professionals. Collectively, the team has created a world class building that Encana and Cenovus now call home. THE BOW has changed the skyline and sets the bar high for future development in Calgary. I’m proud of our achievements.”

			Bob Wigelsworth – Project Director; now retired from Cenovus

			“THE BOW is a unique architectural structure and statement for Calgary and Canada.  It is truly a beautiful building.  As the first project director, this building brings an immense sense of pride and accomplishment, and was only achieved through the dedicated work of a highly skilled team of architects and engineers all striving to accomplish the same result.”

			Jaume Plensa – Sculptor of Wonderland 

			 	“The head of a young girl is always a beautiful metaphor for the future. Everything is possible. And I guess Calgary is a city with an amazing future. I think it really is the ideal of a city, always looking to the future. The main responsibility for me is to bring beauty into the city or into the normal life of people, and that is a very serious responsibility.”

			Stephen Carruthers – Carruthers Architect Inc.

			 	“THE BOW was intended to be a gift to the city of Calgary. I think it has achieved that.”

			  Jeremy Sturgess – Principal, Sturgess Architecture 

			 “There was a concern that it (THE BOW) has made the Calgary Tower second rate. I noticed, from over in Mission, that this building kind of cuddles the Calgary Tower from how you look at it over there. The building is very embracing.

			“I think it raises the bar for the city of Calgary and it sets a new tone for what is expected of developers.” It will also inspire both established architects and graduates of design. “THE BOW and the Peace Bridge are examples of Calgarians wanting to do something remarkable for Calgary.”

			Tom Hofstedter – President & CEO of H&R REIT (owner of THE BOW)

			“For myself personally, it’s been seven and a half long years. A lot of dollars. Many cycles. So, today it finally came. You’re looking at an amazing building. Just a fantastic contribution to the city of Calgary and I think it will set the standards of buildings to come in the future.”

			Druh Farrell – Councillor, City of Calgary

			“THE BOW represents a moment in time. It’s a bold decision that has changed forever our downtown. . . Along with the changes to the skyline, it has raised our expectations for all future downtown structures. . . Calgary is something to be noticed. We’re a place where something interesting is happening. We were building a beautiful, curvaceous building that looked at the view corridor and the city around it. It really did transform the whole discussion around urban beauty.

			 	“Public art is a very important part of how to build a city, a great city. Wonderland is beautiful. It really stops you in your tracks but it also draws people in. And that’s what I think is really important about Jaume’s work – people want to be part of it.”

			 Jack Matthews – President, Matthews Southwest (project developer)

			 	“I think of sitting down with Craig Reardon and others over in London, dealing with the Fosters people, and trying to discover what the best layout possible for the company was. It was the backdrop of sitting on the Thames River in a fascinating building, but you’re really focused on this little area in front of you and you’re trying to figure it out. That whole exercise, in three or four days, (we) accomplished what most guys do in four to five months. . . Those are some fond memories.”

			 	“Also, (it’s a highlight) to go up to the sky garden. . . It’s like ‘wow.’ This turned out better than we imagined, as we designed it. . . It’s the biggest project almost anyone’s been involved in, unless you built the Pentagon or a few others.”

			 Bill Christensen – Vice-President of Construction, Matthews Southwest

			 “I am proud of a lot of things on this project. Our safety record is paramount. Being able to complete approximately $1.8 billion of work without a significant lawsuit is also remarkable. Constructing a building of this shape and size to the tolerances demanded of the designers was also not easy. I am proud of being involved in a great landmark and working with so many people.

			 	“THE BOW was the most challenging project that I have ever worked on. While I have had a great deal of experience over the years in construction, I was required to use everything I had learned in order to complete this project. There were lots of issues and problems of a technical nature to resolve regarding the construction and of course the project was so long. However, I believe that a larger part of my job was to connect with people on a personal level and to create enthusiasm, motivation and instill perseverance in everyone.”

			
			
			COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES WORKING IN THE BOW

			

			Dario Alvarez – Encana communications adviser; four-year employee

			 	For Dario Alvarez, his favourite part of working in THE BOW is the sunrise he witnesses every morning. His office faces east and he has an unobstructed view. “Every single day I have to take my iPhone camera and take a picture,” he says. “It’s absolutely inspiring. I feel very privileged.”

			Although Alvarez started working at Encana halfway through the construction of THE BOW, he instantly felt the energy of staff about the building. “There was a lot of excitement.  Seeing it as it was taking shape was incredible. It’s such a beautiful building. As it was changing the Calgary landscape, it was like ‘wow.’ It was very unique, very futuristic.”

			 	Alvarez views THE BOW as more than bricks and mortar. “All of us who live in Calgary are proud to have this building here. . . There’s such a sense of pride because we have such a vibrant city and the building represents the energy and the spirit Calgarians have toward the present, but also toward the future.”

			 Dan MuirLaslo – Cenovus business process improvement lead; 30-year employee, 21st floor

			 	While most people are attracted to the major features of the building, Dan MuirLaslo also finds inspiration in many of THE BOW’s hidden qualities, such as the efficient elevator system and top-notch security.

			 	“I think the safety and environmental features that were built into this building are the least recognized and least talked about,” he says. “The environment — simply from the design of recycling to the whole setup of the building — is all designed with a long-term environmental aspect to it.”

			 	MuirLaslo also appreciates the openness of THE BOW. “By its design you have individual offices and open work spaces. Even in the open spaces it feels like you still have some quiet and some boundaries, so interruptions are minimized. There are lots of opportunities to interact with even large groups, while maintaining your sense of privacy to get your work done.”

			 	In his long career, MuirLaslo has worked in six different office buildings downtown, so he understands what makes an office space rise above the rest — and not just physically. “I don’t look at this building as having a ‘super’ stigma because it’s the largest or anything like that. It’s a nice place to work. It’s been well thought-out, well designed, for the future as well as now.”

			MuirLaslo also believes the building is a boon, not just for its employees, but for all of Calgary: “THE BOW is kind of like a symbol of modern technology and modern architecture and it was afforded through the energy industry, but it was turned right back to the community.”

			Lesley-Anne Scorgie – Financial analyst with Encana’s corporate strategy team; four-year employee, 52nd floor

			 	A teenage financial whiz who once appeared on Oprah and wrote a bestseller entitled Rich By Thirty has risen to the top in her field – all the way to the 52nd floor of THE BOW building. Lesley-Anne Scorgie only has to climb two flights of stairs to get to her favourite room in the office tower.

			 	“I love the 54th floor sky garden, even though I’m afraid of heights,” she says. “It’s the best view in the city.”

			 	But it’s not just the scenery that attracts her there. Scorgie and her team head to the open-air conservatory to get their “Zen” on, when starting a project.

			 “It’s really important to be able to take some time to think through the process and the implications of strategy and what it means in the context of sustainability for our organization. My colleagues and I sometimes go up for a brief clear-your-head session.”

			 	As with so many employees in the tower, Scorgie agrees THE BOW is much more than just a place to work. They see it playing a big role in Calgary’s progression. “I see THE BOW as a symbol of our city’s commitment to forward thinking and progress. I also think it’s important we’ve embraced architectural and artistic best practices from around the world. We’re a global city now and I think this building speaks to that.”

			Irene Belthazar – Cenovus administrative assistant; nine-year employee, 21st floor

			 	Irene Belthazar was one of the lucky few who got a sneak peek of THE BOW building before construction was complete. A few employees were given a behind the scenes tour of their floor and she remembers her first impression that day in mid-2012: “Spectacular.”

			 	Now that she’s settled in, Belthazar has found much to enjoy about her work space. Top of the list is the soaring sky garden on the 24th floor. “I like what is laid out. A lot of us can utilize the space according to our needs. It’s such a nice open concept.”

			But as pleasant as the space is, it’s what the building represents that matters to Belthazar. “I work for the industry-leading company. I’m so proud to be a little brick of Cenovus and (so proud) for me, and my company, to be in this prestigious building. It’s a landmark. . . It’s standing tall and proud.”

			Mike Yuzwa – Encana strategy analyst; two-year employee, 52nd floor

			 	With one of the building’s three sky gardens only a staircase or two away, Mike Yuzwa can easily take a quick break in his favourite room in THE BOW building. “The view from there is pretty outstanding, especially on a cool, crisp day (when) you can see the mountains,” he says.

			 	The 54th floor, with its expansive wall of windows, leaves many visitors awed. “We had a meeting with industry people recently and you could see the jaws drop.”

			From the very top to the bottom, Yuzwa’s other favourite part of THE BOW is the giant metal sculpture head outside on the plaza. Wonderland, the giant head created by Spanish artist Jaume Plensa, has attracted worldwide attention.

			 “There are always people, tourists I guess, downstairs taking pictures; seriously, every day. It’s neat to have something like that outside your door.”

			Katie Chidley – Encana investor relations analyst; one-year employee, 44th floor

			 	Although Katie Chidley just started back with Encana recently, she once worked for the company when staff members were spread over a number of buildings. That’s the thing that impresses her most about THE BOW. “What I really like about now being in this building is how all the employees are in one space. It facilitates collaboration and promotes a sense of community.”

			She believes that feeling has spread to the rest of downtown with THE BOW leading the way. “You have that pride in working (in) a building that really represents Calgary’s transformation — the modern, new cultural Calgary. I think people see the city differently now and you take pride in being a part of that.”

			Craig Stenhouse – Cenovus group lead, corporate responsibility; worked with company since its creation in 2006, 27th floor

			Although THE BOW has garnered international awards and recognition, Craig Stenhouse enjoys the anonymity of the companies which reside within its walls. An architectural buff, he likes that the spotlight is on the structure and not the companies behind it. “It has a very clandestine feel to it. If you’re walking by on the street you won’t see Cenovus or Encana. It’s a very subtle recognition of the energy industry.”

			Stenhouse also appreciates the technological sophistication that allows the building to reduce its footprint.  “You have the environmental and social impacts that are so well thought-out and integrated. You’ve got these really nice, curvaceous lines of glass and steel. Not only does it harness the wind and sun to reduce our energy impact, but I really think it’s had a great impact on the development of our community.”

			The interesting exoskeleton that allows for the environmental innovation is a signature of renowned British architect Norman Foster. THE BOW is the second Foster building Stenhouse has been lucky enough to spend time in. He was a student at the London School of Economics and Foster designed the library there. It’s interesting to see “everything from the buttons in the elevators to how the skeletons of all his buildings are shown through the glass. It’s such a departure from our concrete playground.”

			Arlette Watwood –  Manager of Cenovus Learning Institute; six-year employee, 5th floor

			While Arlette Watwood enjoys the views, the sky gardens and the newness of her work environment, her favourite part of THE BOW isn’t even in the office, technically. She loves the grand lobby of the building. “I like the lobby and the energy there. It started out with no one and now it’s bustling. Just the way it’s built, there are people going crossways. It might be because I was one of the first (to move in) and I remember walking across that huge lobby and hearing my footsteps echo. But, now I love all the people coming in to work in the morning.”

			Watwood has been with Cenovus for more than six years so she recalls the growing interest in the tower through construction. “For a long time it was just a big hole and it didn’t mean anything to us. But the company kept us abreast of the construction phases and the excitement started to build. There was a buzz about it and it was cool being one of the companies that got to move in.”

			She says the interest in the building has continued for many Calgarians and she sees it daily from her fifth-floor window on the southeast corner. “I can look down at the head (the Wonderland sculpture) and there’s constantly people out there taking pictures. At Christmas I saw people taking photos in the lobby of the giant Christmas balls (that were installed for the season.) I’ve never seen that in an office building before. I think (THE BOW) has become a little bit of an icon for Calgary.”

			
		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER FOUR

			HOW CALGARIANS SEE THE BOW

			As the impressive tower of THE BOW began reaching skyward in Calgary, people became increasingly intrigued with the structure. It was beautifully transforming the city’s skyline and countless Calgarians began taking photos of the construction. When Encana and Cenovus, along with Matthews Southwest (the developers of THE BOW), asked people to share their favourite photos of the building, the response was overwhelming. Hundreds upon hundreds of photos were submitted to this photo contest.

			Three of the favourite photos, according to contest judges, were the first three first photos that appear in this chapter. 1.) The Frank King photo with the Family of Man sculpture in the foreground blends an image of current growth (THE BOW) with the city’s modern history. Family of Man was a controversial piece when installed about 45 years ago, just as Calgary began a large growth spurt. 2.) The moody shot of THE BOW – taken by Walt DeBoni at the Zoo CTrain station – reflects the tower’s place and size in the city’s skyline. 3.) The lightning photo, shot by Ken McManus from his condo balcony, is simply amazing.

			There were hundreds of other spectacular photos that Calgarians submitted, many which were displayed on a giant video screen at the plaza of THE BOW on 6th Avenue S.W., when the building was officially opened in 2013. A selection of those photos appears after the McManus lightning shot, along with a brief explanation of why each photographer thinks THE BOW is significant.

			
			[image: Winning_Frank-King.jpg]

			Photo by Frank King: “The Bow is a photographer’s dream. It’s so massive and unique that there are countless great perspectives from which to make memorable pictures. Reflections and contrasts with silhouettes are just two ways I’ve discovered.”

			
			[image: Winning_Walt-DeBoni.jpg]

			Photo by Walt Deboni: “Public art is a vital component of the urban landscape that brings it to life. Both THE BOW and the Plensa statue make a clear statement and raise the bar for future development that can only be positive for our city.”
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			Photo by Ken McManus: “I shot these from my condo balcony during the intense lightning storm in August 2012.”

			
			
			
			[image: 1_Troy-Nixon.jpg]

			Photo by Troy Nixon: “THE BOW is an icon on the Alberta skyline.”
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			Photo by Carolyn Forrest: “After dropping my son off at Henry Viney arena, I was stunned by the immense size of THE BOW and its relation to the Calgary Tower. The picture makes it seem like it’s being built a few blocks away. I appreciate the architects, engineers and all construction trades that put so much time into such a massive undertaking!”
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			Photo by Tracy Cross: “I . . . put these pictures in for the company I work for, Professional Excavators Ltd. THE BOW means a whole lot to us because we were one of the first subcontractors on this project. Professional Excavators Ltd. did the excavation and gravel for this project. I am giving some pictures to show you how the project started and how proud we are in participating in such a beautiful building.”
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			Photo by Charles Grant: “It was a beautiful spring day . . . when I saw THE BOW tower from Olympic Plaza. What a beautiful building!”
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			Photo by Ron Jeffery: “I was at the Calgary Zoo Prehistoric Park when I noticed this extraordinary scene of the dinosaur appearing to be heading towards THE BOW. It really impressed me as a time-warp or pre-historic meeting with modernity, with THE BOW as an outstanding symbol of modern civilization.”
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			Photo by Bernard Nemeth: “I am so glad to have been able to watch the construction of this outstanding building. I first came to Calgary 56 years ago and have seen so many buildings arise, but this one was the most impressive.”
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			Photo by Randal Hislop: “They said that THE BOW was green. On Saint Patrick’s Day I tried to prove that with this picture.”
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			Photo by Louise Clarke: “My two grandsons (from Edmonton) have been in awe of THE BOW whenever they come to Calgary, and see such a tall building. They don’t have anything close to the size of THE BOW in Edmonton. One grandson has a passion watching the new Twin Towers being built in New York, and has been comparing size, construction schedules etc., with what we have here in Calgary. . . These photos were taken. . .from the Calgary Tower.”

			
			[image: 20_Carie-Jardine.jpg]

			Photo by Carie Jardine: “My eight-year-old daughter studied THE  BOW building in school as one of Calgary’s major landmarks. So for us, it meant adding meaning to a school project by turning it into a family field trip. As well, my daughters’ uncle works for Cenovus and was able to give us an insider’s tour of the building. We finished off our trip with a visit up the Calgary Tower, a first for all of us, which gave us a fantastic view of THE BOW.”
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			Photo by Sharon Mulligan: “The view from Wonderland – connecting visitors upwards to the top of the tower.”
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			Photo by Steve Howes: “I believe this picture from Rope Square (Olympic Plaza) of First Nation Chiefs and THE BOW Tower symbolize our heritage and our future. In my opinion , it is important to retain our heritage as the foundation, while we build an inclusive and prosperous future.”
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			Photo supplied by Kim Mahoney: “This is a photo of the one white beam at the top; it is signed by all of the ironworkers and the tree on top signifies that no one died in the build. My husband is a Calgary ironworker who worked on THE BOW all the way to the top.”
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			Photo by Gerri Polis: “In the images I have submitted, you will see the juxtaposition of THE BOW against classic Calgary structures. . . They are meaningful to me, as they show the progress of Calgary over the short period of time that the city has been in existence. The photo of the sandstone scrolls on the Chamber building demonstrate the continued evolution of business, architecture and cultural life in the city. (It is an) excellent example of the pioneer spirit that continues to thrive in this city.”
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			Photo by Thom Laycraft: “It was a pleasure seeing this building rise out of the ground and stand with such class and strength.”
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			Photo by Isuru Ranasinghe: “From inside the giant head.”
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			Photo by Oliver Thomas: “This photo means a lot to me personally as the day my wife and I moved to Calgary from the U.K. (March 1, 2009), I asked the airport cab driver ‘What is going in that hole?’ To which he replied ‘Well, one day that will be THE BOW.’ Since then I have been keeping tabs on its development. THE BOW signifies the amazing growth and optimism that Calgary beholds. But I also use it as a gauge for the length of time that I have been in this city, which has been great to me.”
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			Photo by Ruth Boonstra: “We preferred to sip hot chocolate and just watch this monster being built by those wee humans standing on the ground.”
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			Photo by Katie McKeown: “THE BOW is one impressive building and is a good addition to the skyline.”
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			Photo by Chris Henderson: “It’s truly eye catching both inside and out.”
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			Photo by Walter Danylak: “THE BOW will become a destination point — the Empire State Building of Calgary. A beautiful photo subject, (this was) taken (while) waiting at a red light.”

			
			
			[image: 46_Peter-Dormaar.jpg]

			Photo by Peter Dormaar: “It’s hard for many people to pinpoint the exact time when they discovered their true passion. I can trace my entire architecture career choice back to the time I saw the first rendering of THE BOW in the Herald in Grade 7. This is what THE BOW means to Calgary: A beautiful fusion of engineering and art, a literal interpretation of the human condition; like this great city, a jewel of the west. This building has the ability to change the lives of Calgarians at a single glance. As long as it stands, it will forever inspire young minds, motivate Calgary’s citizens to fulfill their wildest dreams, and show the rest of the world what the west is made of.”

			[image: 49_Jerry-Callaghan.jpg]

			Photo by Jerry Callaghan: “Iconic architecture is proudly displayed on Calgary’s unique city skyline.”

			
			[image: 52_Carol-Douglas.jpg]

			Photo by Carol Douglas: “I love the juxtaposition of THE BOW towering over the historic buildings in downtown Calgary. It represents the bright future that Calgary has to look forward to. The historic buildings at its base represent our solid roots to the past.”

			[image: 54_Cara-Woo.jpg]

			Photo by Carol Woo: “THE BOW, as the tallest office tower in Calgary, is a defining structure of our skyline. Standing at the base of the tower and looking up at the magnificent structure, I took a picture to capture the crescent shape and the beautiful blue colour of the glass reflecting from the sky. It’s hard to not stop and admire THE  BOW. It is a wonderful addition to Calgary’s downtown!”
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			Photo by Ada Ng: “The centerpiece of downtown Calgary!”

			[image: 58_Rusty-Croom.jpg]

			Photo by Rusty Croom: “The bow in the building, the blue Alberta Sky, and the ever upward rising arcs of the building frame — Calgary in a nutshell.”

			[image: 59_Kiri-Bestianich.jpg]

			Photo by Kiri Bestianich: “I worked on the fire alarm system when this building was being built. This is a different angle that I find fascinating. “

			
			[image: 60_Trevor-Wignall.jpg]

			Photo by Trevor Wignall: “Reflections of THE BOW, for a different perspective.”

			
			[image: 61_Bryan-Ketcheson.jpg]

			Photo by Bryan Ketcheson: “(I’ve been) watching downtown Calgary grow not just in size, but maturity, since I moved here in 1975 and since I started travelling here in the ‘60s as an employee of a major oil and gas company.”
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			Photo by Valerie Turner: “After my retirement, I decided to take some photography classes from Mount Royal University — something I had always wanted to do. This particular class was a downtown shoot in black and white. I loved the lines of the tower and the strong contrast of the buildings surrounding it.”

			[image: 66_Karl-Leung.jpg]

			Photo by Karl Leung: “The Bow (River) linking THE BOW: trans-formed skyline and streetscape herald a new Calgary icon.”

			
			[image: 74_Shazia-Malik.jpg]

			Photo by Shazia Malik: “THE BOW is a sign of the fast-growing economy of Alberta.”

			
			[image: 75_Jayne-Kazi-Tani.jpg]

			Photo by Jayne Kazi-Tani: “I remember when they dug the hole to start construction, and since then, have watched the beautiful BOW take shape. Intriguing and beautiful at every stage.”
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			Photo by Dorothy Cornwall: “The city and its changing skyline.”

			[image: 83_Tyler-Achtem.jpg]

			
			Photo by Tyler Achtem: “THE BOW is a beautiful view that has been added to the Calgary skyline, that can be viewed from many sites around Calgary. As a building for the perfect photograph of a cityscape and skyline, it is possible that photographers will also have many opportunities, to add to their portfolios, as I have been able to do.”

			
			[image: 84_David-Coombe.jpg]

			Photo by David Coombe: “THE BOW has quickly become an iconic part of Calgary’s skyline. It shows the rest of the world that Calgary is more than just a rodeo.”
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			Photo by Stan Price: “THE BOW, with shadow of the Calgary Tower.”

			
			
			[image: 92_Danny-Fach.jpg]

			Photo by Danny Fach: “Born and raised in Calgary and a downtown resident, I always admire new buildings and architecture that Calgary has to offer, so when THE BOW was completed I wasted no time in capturing it. I think Calgary has a world-class skyline and THE BOW has become the focal point of that.”

			
			[image: 94_Liala-Elrafihe.jpg]

			Photo by Liala Elrafihe: “My husband works in THE BOW for Encana. It means stability for our family. It is also a great addition to the skyline in the city. Beautiful architecture and design!”
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			Photo by Shawn Bishop: “Took this after doing the Calgary Tower stair climb!”

			
			[image: 96_Dawn-McTaggart.jpg]

			Photo by Dawn McTaggart: “I took this photo through our sunroof. I thought THE BOW looked so majestic against the beautiful Calgary sky.”
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			Photo by Darryl Reid: “One of the things that appeals to me most in this image is the architectural scope. Some of the city’s oldest buildings stand here, shoulder to shoulder, with the newest additions. As a boy growing up in Calgary, I witnessed the transformation of Calgary’s skyline and have always thought it to be a wonderful sight, as it was here, on this fine morning.”
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			Photo by Gordon Hunter: “THE BOW provides us with a new point of reference. When we look toward downtown, we know where we are in relation to this immense structure.”

			
			[image: 99_Maureen-Young.jpg]

			Photo by Maureen Young: “Calgary is a great place to raise my son; lots of opportunities and world-class venues.”

			
			[image: 100_Barbara-Cowen.jpg]

			Photo by Barbara Cowen: “The drive across the city with THE BOW Tower looming in downtown is a very inspiring adventure; it’s always been impressive since day one.”

			[image: 101_Mike-Blakely.jpg]

			Photo by Mike Blakely: “To me, THE BOW represents the entrepreneurial spirit of Calgary and the West.”

			
			[image: 102_Allison-Rogi.jpg]

			Photo by Allison Rogi: “My favourite photo! My son and classmates on a Grade 4 field trip to the Mayor’s Expo 2011. THE BOW was under construction and I got the kids to pose with it in the backdrop.”

			
			[image: 103_Brandon-Potter.jpg]

			Photo by Brandon Potter: “THE BOW represents the re-emergence of thoughtful architecture in Calgary.”

			[image: 113_Asuncion-Iglesias.jpg]

			Photo by Asuncion Iglesias: “A perfect complement to Calgary’s stunning skyline.”

			[image: 117_Lisa-Hancock.jpg]

			Photo by Lisa Hancock: “The design and the height make for a spectacular structure and a fabulous addition to Calgary’s skyline.”
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			Photo by Greg Peden: “My employer acted as the consultant for the elevator system in THE  BOW. The architect’s desire to provide sky lobbies to act as a social centre and a transportation hub made this project quite unique and special for us and for Canada, due to the resulting requirement for express and local elevators. We performed literally hundreds of simulations of the vertical transportation system to get the balance just right, eventually settling on just over 40 elevators to serve the tower and parkade.”
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			Photo by John Newsted: “As a fan of skyscrapers around the globe, including other Norman Foster designs, I am excited that Calgary now has its own truly iconic building. This picture was taken during construction.”

			
			[image: 133_Christy-Turner.jpg]

			Photo by Christy Turner: “As a native Calgarian, this building from inception has symbolized Calgary’s success, growth, promise of opportunity and uniqueness. To have a building erected of this magnitude, and the prestige of having such a prestigious architectural firm create this piece of art here, is truly awesome.”

			
			[image: 138_Timothy-Tsoi.jpg]

			Photo by Timothy Tsoi: “THE BOW is the most spectacular landmark of Calgary. We have been watching it being built and are excited to see the stunning look upon its completion.”
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			Photo by Neil Bothwell: “THE BOW shows the world that Calgary has become the economic powerhouse of Canada and a significant world player in the energy industry.”
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			Photo by Cindy Zampa: “The design features of THE BOW building, along with the art situated in and around it, bring a unique cosmopolitan flair to the city of Calgary. It is creative, beautiful and inspiring to look at! It has a sense of spaciousness, both inside and out, which is very reflective of our location in the foothills of the Rockies.”
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			Photo by Crystal Williams : “This photo shows the place I go to work every day. It’s a great modern building for Calgary, something unique that sets itself apart from the rest.”

			
			[image: 146_Curtis-Rogers.jpg]

			Photo by Curtis Rogers: “This was my son’s first trip to Calgary. My wife and I will always have this photo to remind us of the wonderful time we had!”

			
			[image: 147_Billie-Tettensor.jpg]

			
			Photo by Billie Tettensor: “We have been enjoying how this new structure has enhanced the view from our back deck. It is like a brilliant jewel in the downtown nightscape. We’ve lived with an unobstructed 180-degree view of Calgary’s skyline and no other structure has beautified it quite like THE BOW has.”
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			Photo by Ira Hanson-Ralph: “THE BOW is evidence of Calgary’s continuous desire to grow and change.”

			
			[image: 149_Neil-McElmon.jpg]

			Photo by Neil McElmon: “This photo (and THE BOW) to me, represent an amazing combination of art and architecture, worthy of being talked about around the world.”

			
			[image: 150_Nichole-Leismeister.jpg]

			
			Photo by Nichole Leismeister: “This new futuristic building is taking Calgary into a new era.”

			
			[image: 154_Warren-Krushel.jpg]

			Photo by Warren Krushel: “This picture of THE BOW was taken from . . . our wonderful pathways here in Calgary.”
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			Photo by Doug Hall: “THE BOW represents a confluence of many of our city’s aspirations. It ascends above the cityscape as a new metric for architectural grandeur, fitting for a building that houses our province’s pre-eminent industry. Calgary has long been a parvenu seeking status, and THE BOW is a manifestation of that desire. It is a culminating achievement, a zenith for our town, which finally has reached its aspirations, marrying pulchritude with productivity. A building for the ages.”

			
			[image: 157_Evelyn-Barton.jpg]

			
			Photo by Evelyn Barton: “THE BOW is now a beautiful, striking structure to enhance Calgary skyline.”

			
			[image: 158_Kate-Briscoe.jpg]

			Photo by Kate Briscoe: “THE BOW is a magnificent engineered and architectural work that stands as a monument for the city.”
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			Photo by Tressa Kersey. “Lights up for the early morning rise of the head!”
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			Photo by John Fowler: “I work for Cenovus Energy Inc. at THE BOW and it is like another home for me as it represents all the people I spend time with, working and getting to know on a daily basis. It is the first building you see coming to Calgary and the last one you see leaving. It will become an icon in Calgary’s skyline pictures for years, decades and centuries to come.”
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			Photo by Judi Gunter: “I was walking the Plus 15 to get some steps on a cold, wintery day when I saw this amazing ‘head’ for the first time. Snapped it thru the glass on my cell phone and tweeted my joy. Someone actually tweeted back.”
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			Photo by Richard Lemaire: “After graduating from university and relocating to Calgary for job opportunities, I found myself renting rooms off of people until I was able to establish myself financially to be able to rent in the downtown core. I ended up finding a loft apartment in Crescent Heights and wanted to have photos inside that reflected the view out the windows. I feel THE BOW resembles a piece of my journey; like my last six years in Calgary, plans have changed due to an economic slow down (and) priorities had to be adjusted; but, in the end the goal has been accomplished.”

			
			[image: 164_Katherine-Matiko.jpg]

			Photo by Katherine Matiko: “After 15 years living and working in the suburbs, my new job in downtown Calgary has opened my eyes to its beauty. And above it all stands THE BOW.”

			
			[image: 166_David-MacLennan.jpg]

			Photo by David MacLennan: “THE BOW on the Bow is truly a great addition to Calgary’s unique downtown skyline.”
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			Photo by Karen Bell: “This photo exemplifies how urban cool Calgary has become.”

			
			[image: 174_Jodi-Boucher.jpg]

			Photo by Jodi Boucher: “THE BOW takes me to our river. We are so lucky to have this amazing water wind through our city. Walking by or canoeing down the river is calming and feeds the soul.”
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			Photo by Marilyn Rose Brown: “I took pictures right from the start to completion and I’m thrilled someone wants to document this project.”
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			Photo by Ben Berg: “How THE BOW has changed Calgary is that now, it is reflected in thousands of windows in the downtown area. Once I realized that, I was delighted to walk about, and see my good friend reflected in so many places. It is so distinctive, it takes a millisecond to recognize it. Calgary is a bit more lovely for this!”
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			Photo by Jamie Laurent: “I think THE BOW Tower is one of Calgary’s most interesting architectural pieces. The sculpture called Wonderland (out front, by artist Jaume Plensa) is a beautiful piece of art that anybody can experience, both inside and out. There are so many different ways the sculpture can be viewed and also many ways our city can be viewed from within the sculpture.”

			
			[image: 189_JElizabeth-Curle.jpg]

			Photo by Elizabeth Curle: “THE BOW and its surrounding artwork mean Calgary is recognized by the world as the wonderful place we Calgarians know it to be. It’s inspiring, forward-thinking, welcoming!”

			
			
			[image: 190_Riley-Kearl.jpg]

			Photo by Riley Kearl: “We are the economic centre of Canada and are successful even through the recession. I am proud to have this beautiful building in our city.”

			
			[image: 191_Richard-Holmes.jpg]

			Photo by Richard Holmes: “Beautiful piece of architecture for Western Canadians.”

			
			[image: 192_David-Genoway.jpg]

			Photo by David Genoway: “THE BOW is a spectacular example of what modern architecture can look like when a world-class designer is given a chance to use his imagination and hopefully other Calgary developers will follow suit.”

			
			[image: 193_Charles-Karpinski.jpg]

			Photo by Charles Karpinksi: “THE BOW now dominates the downtown as a symbol, to all who work or visit here, of the success of this great city of commerce.”
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			Photo by Victor Liu: “These photos show a construction worker working late at the site of THE BOW. When I took these shots, Calgary was covered by fog, and it was almost 10 p.m. I felt so moved by the scene that people are actually working so late for THE BOW, especially in weather conditions like this. Calgary is a fast growing city, and our Calgarians are actually working very hard to develop our city. THE BOW is an icon of this development. It not only shows our success in business and growth, but also our courage, diligence, ambition and spirit. In my mind, nothing is better than capturing the moment when a Calgarian works hard to build our city’s tallest building. They are both great.”

			
			[image: 199_Barry-Kelsey.jpg]

			Photo by Barry Kelsey: “This was fantastic to watch the tower grow amongst the skyline of Calgary, (and) to see the other tall buildings of Calgary begin to shrink with the height of THE BOW. Even the Calgary Tower, which at one time was so dominate, now stands as a reminder of a time now past. THE BOW shines now as jewel in the crown of a thriving and prosperous city in Canada.”
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			Photo by Karen Donham: “View from my office.”

			
			
			[image: 209_Helmut-Schoderbock.jpg]

			Photo by Helmut Schoderbock: “The enormity of scale was reflected with nine concrete trucks continuously delivering foundation-building material for hours — the birth of Calgary’s new attraction.”

			
			[image: 211_Dorothy-Schultz.jpg]

			Photo by Dorothy Schultz: “The night I took this photo my eight-year-old son came along with me for the first time while I took pictures. He had a great time staying up late! We had actually gone downtown to photograph something else and were just walking along when we came out from under the bridge and saw this to our right. It is one of my favourites since it showcases the new Calgary (THE BOW) and the old (Calgary Tower and the bridge).”
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			Photo by Maureen Steele-Johnson: “THE BOW: investing in the future.”
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			Photo by Mike Mahoney: “I’ve hung iron for 30 years. Working on an iconic skyscraper in Calgary is a personal best.”
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			Photo by Josh Sellman: “I had moved away from Calgary just as THE BOW started to rise. I was keenly interested in the tallest building in western Canada being built in such a wonderful city. It truly is a great landmark that helps to put Calgary on the map as a global energy leader. I feel that with the completion of this tower Calgary went from cowtown to a major metropolis; in a sense, Calgary has graduated to the big leagues.”
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			Photo by Morten Pedersen: “I am proud to see an iconic tower becoming a new landmark for Calgary and that a modern architecture was chosen linking it to the river (of same name) and shaped like a bow. As the ‘Heart of the New West’ we shouldn’t forget our native land — Bow & Arrow. I am lucky to work at THE BOW and I enjoy arriving to work seeing the tower rise in the downtown core and the views from inside.”
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			Photo by Rich Mackett: “As a born and raised Calgarian, THE BOW project meant a lot to me. This project inspired me to take up photography in efforts to capture the changing dynamic of a building as it was constructed. The selected imagery attempts to capture the intermediate span of time between initiation and completion — a temporal period from which this icon emerged.”
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			Photo by Mike Whitefield: “A stunning dusk shot of THE BOW taken from 5th Avenue — reaching for the skies, onwards and upwards, symbolizes the irrepressible spirit of Calgary!”
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			Photo by Barb Zarich: “In these photos, I wanted to give the impression of how THE BOW has helped with the economy of Calgary.”
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			Photo by Roger Taylor: “THE BOW has, in a very short time, become another iconic symbol of dynamic Calgary.”
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			Photo by Lisa Dow: “THE BOW building symbolizes Calgary’s growth and prosperity and complements the beautiful city that Calgary is. To me THE BOW building represents strength that goes far beyond the imaginable.”

			
			[image: 236_Ellen-Stewart.jpg]

			Photo by Ellen Stewart: “THE BOW is a beautifully designed tower that confirms Calgary’s place amongst top international cities. It has taken us to a new level and Wonderland is a stunning addition.”
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			Photo by George Sheir: “THE BOW is the number one landmark in Western Canada, like the Husky (Calgary) Tower was 40 years ago.”

			
			[image: 245_Andrea-Elliott.jpg]

			Photo by Andrea Elliott: “This picture was taken at Nose Hill Park. There are certain views from the park where all you can see along the horizon towards the city is THE BOW.”
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			Photo by Joseph Wood: “This photo was taken from (Reader) Rock Garden Park, July 2012. It’s a ‘picture frame’ picture.”
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			Photo by Gus van Helden: “A changing city!”
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			Photo by Keith Walker: “As an aerial photographer, it has been a treat over the last number of years to see THE BOW rising up from a deep hole in the ground to become the highest tower in western Canada. THE BOW has already become the iconic architectural landmark of our vibrant city and will be so for decades to come.”
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			Photo by Jack Ng: “THE BOW is such a graceful and stylish building that dominates Calgary cityscape.”

			
			[image: 268_Jay-Hickey.jpg]

			Photo by Jay Hickey: “THE BOW means a lot to myself personally, as well as the Calgary community as a whole. As I have lived here for 16 years, I have seen this city expand at an extreme rate. THE BOW is a great reflection of this. It is a true Western icon. . . THE BOW’s beautifully reflective windows are complemented very well by the silver beams, which criss-cross their way up the structure. It is amazing to look at and makes for truly inspiring photos.”
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			Photo by John Fernandes: “THE BOW is a study of curves and straight lines that metaphorically describes, as ‘perseverance through perspective,’ the rise of Alberta’s gas industry through the ups and downs of a tumultuous economic climate over the past 129 years. The building is architecturally beautiful and gives back to the city and province that helped to make it possible. Jaume Plensa’s work, Wonderland on the south side of THE BOW, complements the theme of the building by highlighting the idea that the human mind, through imagination (‘take a look inside me!’), can build greatness from little more than thought and perseverance — just like the enterprising folks that ‘inconveniently’ struck gas in a ‘no man’s land’ as they drilled for water in rural Alberta for CP Rail in 1883.”
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			Photo by Marc DiManno: “THE BOW emphasizes the importance and the ever evolving nature of the city of Calgary. This is illustrated in the picture with the Calgary Tower and THE BOW standing side by side, showing the progression into the future.”
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			Photo by Ev Altenhof: “Born and raised in Bridgeland, I have watched the city of Calgary skyline change dramatically over 60 years. THE BOW is the undisputed crown jewel of the Calgary skyline. It has changed the skyline as dramatically as the Calgary Tower did in 1968.”
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			Photo by Rob Grisdale: “Along with the Peace Bridge, THE BOW has significantly elevated the architectural integrity of Calgary onto the international scene. I am enthralled by its beauty from wherever I look at it around the city.”
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			Photo by Russell Moore: “Watching the construction of the Husky Tower started my fascination with Calgary’s skyline. No building since has grabbed my attention like THE BOW. It has become the new icon in the core. As a third generation Calgarian who has travelled the world extensively, I am very proud to have this Norman Foster landmark in our city.”
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			Photo by Larry Kwan: “THE BOW represents the Calgary’s expon-ential growth. Each decade surpasses the previous as symbolized by the height of the building. The major buildings in these pictures are examples from these decades.”
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			Photo by David Jacques: “THE BOW represents a jump in the architectural quality of building in Calgary and hopefully encourages a push to continued better design.”
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			Photo by Chandra Karan: “THE BOW represents Calgary’s growing stature as an internationally diverse cosmopolitan city.”
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			Photo by David Minke: “From 2009 to 2011, I viewed the construction of THE BOW from my balcony. This vantage point shows THE BOW emerging from behind the Calgary Tower.”
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			Photo by Neil Koven: “Five or six years ago, I was approached to scout out photographic sites where this incredible new building complex was going to go up. I first photographed the street scenes;  and, the U.K. (firm) magnificently Photoshopped in how THE BOW would fit into the cityscape. Two of the three images used . . . were mine. I was then honoured with the opportunity of photographing the 48-hour continuous cement pouring of the foundation. . . The resulting office tower is an outstanding architectural endeavour that not only graces our city’s landscape, but is a beautiful piece of sculpture in itself. And being able to photograph that part of its construction really was phenomenal. THE BOW is definitely a part of me, just as it is an integral part of the beauty of Calgary.”
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			Photo by William Pagie: “THE BOW: Calgary reaching for the sky with the most dazzling and dominant building in the West. THE BOW: Calgary entering architectural adulthood with a daring and inspirational building design that will withstand time.”
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			Photo by Laurie Shannon: “At first I thought THE BOW would make the skyline look awkward. After seeing THE BOW go up, I just had to go and see it from the bottom up. I had not been downtown for years and this building was able to bring me down to see it. I think this building is beautiful and is a great addition to our city skyline.”
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			Photo by Gord Ryning: “Through the years, Calgary has added lots of interesting stops to the downtown; Family of Man (Expo 1967) and Olympic Plaza (1988). THE BOW now becomes a unique background for these gathering places.”
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			Photo by Trinity Tran: “THE BOW means the world to me. It is a sense of pride and happiness in Calgary. I’m happy that the makers have shared the beauty with us. Fundamental to a sustainable city is beauty and modern ideas that drive the human mind. In order to thrive in Calgary, the human mind needs curiosity. THE BOW is a sense of curiosity for every Calgarian.”
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			Photo by Greg Thompkins: “The photo depicts the old combined with the new streetscape in a way that represents the magnitude of THE BOW’s presence in Calgary. The magnitude can be stated in several ways, i.e. sheer beauty, size, impact on the economy.”
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			Photo by Julia Ursel: “The shape of the building intrigued me and I wanted to try and take photographs looking up the building instead of at it. It adds a rounded dimension to squareness downtown landscape.”
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			Photo by Stan Wasylkiewicz: “Walking with my dog Rex every day, I liked to look at downtown Calgary from Edgemont hills. There have been a lot of changes since 2007.”
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			Photo by Eddy Wong: “THE BOW is a reflection of our rich history and our hopes for a bright future.”
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			Photo by Dirk Trojan: “Calgarians have embraced THE BOW as an expression of our city’s energy and dynamism. The global recognition it has garnered is a source of civic pride. . . It reflects and even as I discovered in the muffled, late-night quiet of a January ice fog, interacts with its surroundings and environment. It does not dominate the conversation. So, although this blushing honeymoon will eventually run its course, I believe that this remarkable building and our city are going to get along just fine.”
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			Photo by David Belzil: “Watching THE BOW’s exterior evolve from an unobstructed rooftop in Bridgeland in September 2011.”
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			Photo by Jane Irwin: “A welcome addition to our landscape.”
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			Photo by Andrew Desilets: “Calgary’s future – reflecting on our past.”

			
			[image: 363_Randy-Kiez.jpg]

			Photo by Randy Kiez: “Everything in the universe with a temperature above -273.15 C (Absolute Zero) emits heat including all the materials of THE BOW. The reflection in the glass at the lower levels is heat from other buildings being emitted to THE BOW windows, which is then reflected into the infrared camera lens. The upper levels of THE BOW are the coldness of outer space being reflected into the infrared camera. For me, the images are purely science with an artistic flavor.”
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			Photo by Rob Homiachek: “From the Zoo: What could be more ‘Calgary’ than the Zoo and the new skyline?”
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			Photo by Renee Langevin: “THE BOW is a commanding addition to Calgary’s downtown skyline. In every silhouette of our city we now add this iconic curved tower. A balance of fluidity and geometrics, of corporation and artistry, it draws us in. We watched it grow, watched the cranes rise into the sky as each storey was added. Watched it glitter as each pane of blue glass was fitted into place. THE BOW is a building we admire, a building we respect, and a building we are curious about. Just as Calgary is the ‘Heart of the New West’ . . . THE BOW is the ‘Heart of Downtown Calgary.’”
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			Photo by Meaghan Aylward: “THE BOW . . . is a symbol of Calgary and how we are a growing and thriving city. I can see the lights from my house in my room. It always feels like the Calgary night light, glowing over Calgary. I love THE BOW and Calgary.”
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			Artwork by Frances Chapman: “This is a photo of a painting in watercolour that I did last year. The view is from 26th Street East, on a hill overlooking the irrigation canal and Inglewood Golf Course. The idea was to show THE BOW rising to change the image of the city.”
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			Photo by Arthur Gniazdowski: “A vibrant and sturdy symbol of Calgary.”

			
			
			
			[image: 375_Greg-Resnik.jpg]

			Photo by Greg Resnik: “These were taken in the winter of 2009-2010, from the 27th floor of TransCanada tower where I was working at the time. I like this shot in particular as it shows what it took to bring this dream to fruition — the guts of the building, and the weather challenges the builders faced. I eagerly watched THE BOW being erected. I find architecture extremely interesting, and it was a privilege to watch this beauty rise from a flat lot to what it is today.”

			
			
			[image: 378_Kim-van-Poeteren.jpg]

			Photo by Kim van Poeteren: “THE BOW’s unique design gives Calgary a fresh new edge and illustrates the city’s innovation. . . Jaume Plensa’s head sculpture gives off an almost transcendental aesthetic that allows its audience to engage and think about their own creative pursuits. Plensa’s creation, I feel, brings a wonderful balance and serenity to THE BOW.”

			[image: 379_Joey-Podlubnhy.jpg]

			
			Photo by Joey Podlubnhy: “THE BOW symbolizes strength through adversity. It provides a place for both productivity and creativity, adding to Calgary’s culture as well as its atmosphere.”

			
			[image: 381_Dean-Urbsho.jpg]

			
			Photo by Dean Urbshott: “THE BOW represents the mind of humanity, which is limitless in possibility.”

			[image: 382_Shaun-Welter.jpg]

			
			Photo by Shaun Welter: “THE BOW reflects how Calgary, Alberta and Canada are changing and should be recognized for the innovations that can spur more changes and progress.”

			
			[image: 383_Hayden-Suleman.jpg]

			
			
			Photo by Hayden Suleman: “THE BOW means more work for Calgarians and it just makes everyone feel happy, including me.”

			[image: 385_Cheryl-Powell.jpg]

			
			Photo by Cheryl Powell: “THE BOW is more than an office tower; it is modern art for the Calgary downtown core.”

			
			[image: 386_Greg-LeClair.jpg]

			Photo by Greg LeClair: “THE BOW Tower represents Calgary coming onto the scene as a modern and dynamic city.”

			
			[image: 389_David-Lynnes.jpg]

			Photo by David Lynes: “Calgary’s skyline changed forever with a beautiful monument to the vibrancy of the city. I captured this image rising through the fog late one evening in October 2010.”

			
			[image: 390_Alana-Jensen.jpg]

			Photo by Alana Jensen: “A welcome modern addition to the Calgary skyline that, due to where I live, I have the pleasure of observing everyday.”

			
			[image: 391_Anne-Wheatley.jpg]

			Photo by Anne Wheatley: “These pictures were taken from Olympic Plaza — THE BOW is now an integral part of our downtown.”

			
			[image: 392_Antoine-El-mousa.jpg]

			Photo by Antoine El-mousa: “I love taking photos of my city, Calgary, and THE BOW gives downtown nice ‘artwork’ forever.”

			[image: 394_Carol-Brydon.jpg]

			Photo by Carol Brydon: “We were having a wonderful day with our twin grandkids . . . and ended up having lunch at the Calgary Tower. Here we are on the glass floor of the Calgary Tower looking out at the beautiful BOW. . . THE BOW adds to the beauty of our city.”

			
			[image: 395_Carolyn-Kostler.jpg]

			Artwork by Carolyn Kostler: “THE BOW is an exceptional addition to Calgary’s skyline, particularly from the Memorial Drive vantage point, and will remain a focal point for residents and induce a sense of awe to visitors for generations to come.”

			
			[image: 396_Don-Beriro.JPG]

			Photo by Don Beriro: “THE BOW itself represents a transformation of Calgary’s skyline and in many ways the rise of the new era of the city’s modern skyscrapers.”

			
			[image: 397_Dani-Smythe.jpg]

			Photo by Dani Smythe: “THE BOW is a great symbol of our growing city and I love the view from this part of town. All the buildings are nestled together behind the river — our own Manhattan with the beauty of spring in Alberta.”

			[image: 398_Gary-Bruckner.jpg]

			
			Photo by Gary Bruckner: “It (THE BOW) gives Calgary a sense of pride and identity.”

			
			[image: 399_Heather-Sinclair.jpg]

			Photo by Heather Sinclair: “The Calgary skyline has changed with the completion of the dominating BOW. The smooth glass exterior says ‘modern,’ the giant statue in front says ‘creative,’ and 52 storeys of tenants say ‘business.’ THE BOW reaches for the stars, just like Calgary.”

			
			
			[image: 400_Gordon-Rutherford.jpg]

			Photo by Gordon Rutherford: “This was the picture I took from the top of the Calgary Tower. I wanted to show my cousin from Ottawa the Calgary skyline and we were confronted by this amazing construction project as we stepped out of the elevator.”

			
			[image: 402_Jackie-Carrier.jpg]

			“Photo by Jackie Carrier: “The iconic Calgary Tower is what I picture when I think of the Calgary skyline and now I see THE BOW. My brother is a truck driver who comes from Saskatchewan and comes to Calgary quite often, so he saw THE BOW grow. He would always mention the lights of THE BOW that he could see for miles . . .The majestic BOW is a beautiful addition to Calgary’s Skyline.”

			
			[image: 403_John-Chu.jpg]

			Photo by John Chu: “The older Calgary Tower, overshadowed and dwarfed by the newer BOW tower, on Canada Day 2012.”

			
			[image: 404_Keith-Korsgaard.jpg]

			Photo by Keith Korsgaard: “An amazing architectural innovative building! Something Calgarians should be very proud of!”

			[image: 405_Kim-Sewall.jpg]

			Photo by Kim Sewall: “A year ago, I purchased my first DSLR camera and was eager to take it for a walk and shoot some scenes of downtown Calgary. It was a beautiful day and I loved the view of THE BOW building from Stephen Avenue. As a Calgarian who has travelled to other major cities in North America and Europe, I am thrilled to see that we are starting to bring new and progressive architectural structures to our city. THE BOW stands out and tells the world that Calgary has arrived!”

			
			[image: 406_Lance-Brault.jpg]

			Photo by Lance Brault: “These photos were taken during construc-tion. Spectacular views. One of a kind.”

			
			[image: 407_Laura-Locke.jpg]

			Photo by  Laura Locke: “I thought this photo captured a few things — the sheer size and drama of the building itself; the ‘flow’ created by Jaume Plensa’s wonderful sculpture and the curved shape of the building; and of course our big blue beautiful Alberta sky. I was showing off the building to my brother who was in town visiting from B.C., and was pleased at how this snapshot turned out.”

			
			[image: 408_Lesley-Lamb.jpg]

			Photo by Lesley Lamb: “100 years of Calgary history — THE BOW from the Simmons building.”

			
			
			[image: 409_Magdalena.jpg]

			Photo by Magdalena Wojcicka: “When I moved to Canada from my home country, they just started building THE BOW. And when I got my Canadian citizenship, THE BOW was finished. It shows me that I can be strong and outstanding in Calgary, between so many others, just as THE BOW is standing between others.”

			
			[image: 410_Michael-Brager.jpg]

			Photo by Michael Brager: “Many Calgarians were annoyed By the growth of THE BOW That towered over everything else  Yet see it now as art And have grown to love it As one of our own.”

			[image: 411_Nancy-Chow.jpg]

			Photo by Nancy Chow: “THE BOW Tower, an architectural wonder with its diagonal ribbons of cross-bracing wrapping around a semi-circular glass tower, has become Calgary’s newest icon. THE BOW building has helped in the recognition of Calgary as an international city.”

			
			[image: 412_Neil-McElmon.jpg]

			Photo by Neil McElmon: “This photo (and THE BOW) to me represent an amazing combination of art and architecture, worthy of being talked about around the world.”

			
			[image: 413_Neil-Hamnett.jpg]

			Photo by Neil Hamnett: “This photo was taken on July 17, 2012, just after THE BOW was finished; I couldn’t believe how tall it actually was until I got close.”

			[image: 414_Nicole-Leismeister.jpg]

			
			Photo by Nicole Leismeister: “This new futuristic building is taking Calgary into a new era, with many more to come.”

			
			
			[image: 415_Noah-Kirkman.jpg]

			
			Photo by Noah Kirkman: “THE BOW is a major milestone in Calgary’s development. It is a proud standing piece of art in this world that can be admired for years to come. I took a picture of the front statue and its building behind it.”

			
			[image: 416_Paul-Bushell.jpg]

			Photo by Paul Bushell: “My new workplace and new icon for Calgary. As a born and raised Calgarian, it is good to see the city grow up.”

			[image: 417_Sarah-Rivest.jpg]

			Photo by Sarah Rivest: “I believe this photo really helps show the juxtaposition of old and new in Calgary’s downtown core. In the foreground you can see the iconic King Edward Hotel and in the background our latest addition THE BOW Building. It really showcases the state of our city today.”

			
			[image: 418_Shazia-Malik.jpg]

			Photo by Shazia Malik: “THE BOW is a sign of the fast growing economy of Alberta.”

			
			[image: 419_Tania-Wildman.jpg]

			Photo by Tania Wildman: “World class design and architecture comes to cowtown. :)”

			
			[image: 420_Terry-Heinrich.jpg]

			Photo by Terry Heinrich: “Fish-eye look of the skyline from the roof of the Scotiabank Saddledome.”

			
			[image: 421_Tom-Martin.jpg]

			Photo by Tom Martin: “As a retired structural engineer, I am interested in THE BOW for its unusual shape and diagonal bracing. As a photographer, I am always attracted to strong geometric patterns — in this case offset by the soft curves of the sculpture. The Leica M Monochrom camera that I was able to use for this photograph provided a very strong image in black and white. The wide angle lens (21 mm with 24 x 36 sensor) made it possible.”

			
			[image: 422_Vanessa-Shedd.jpg]

			Photo by Vanessa Shedd: “Views through Wonderland (the statue) evoke different moods.”

		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER FIVE

			HOW THE BOW BECAME A MEDIA STAR

			When news broke in 2006 that Encana was going to build Western Canada’s tallest office building, the plan immediately captured the media’s attention and imagination. The city’s largest media organization, the Calgary Herald, reported on the building from inception to finish. One of the first references to THE BOW came from long-time business columnist David Parker, who wrote on Dec. 31, 2005, that “the Encana building project is shaping up to be something else.” Details were unveiled to the public in October 2006, and as the months passed, the city’s fascination with the building grew. Here is a look at some of the news stories that reflected the city’s growing interest in THE BOW.

			CALGARY’S FUTURE SKYLINE UNVEILED: ENCANA’S 59-STOREY CURVED DESIGN TO TOWER OVER WESTERN CANADA

			By Kim Guttormson

			October 13, 2006

			Energy giant Encana Corp. revealed the design for its new headquarters Thursday — a 59-storey glass and steel tower that will modernize the city’s skyline and kick-start an ambitious redevelopment of the east side of downtown.

			Calling the design of the building iconic, Mayor Dave Bronconnier said it sends a strong message about Calgary’s place on the continent.

			“It’s the importance of putting in the skyline what is truly leading-edge architecture. You won’t see another building like this in North America,” Bronconnier said.

			“There are very few cities in this country that wouldn’t be ecstatic to have a world-renowned architectural firm, with a leading-edge employer in terms of Encana, investing $1 billion and two million square feet in their community.

			“That’s a very strong signal.”

			The Encana complex will encompass two buildings: the office tower on the northeast side of Centre Street and 6th Avenue, and a seven-storey building housing retail and cultural facilities on the southeast side, which incorporates the historic York Hotel.

			The two sites will be connected by a Plus-15 over 6th Avenue and a six-storey underground parkade that will extend between 5th and 7th Avenues.

			THE BOW — as the main building will be called, a nod to its arc shape and proximity to the river — features a glass atrium running along its south face, with three floors of “sky gardens” visible from the outside.

			The bottom two floors of the tower, designed by renowned international architects Foster + Partners, will be reserved for retail operations.

			Not only will its curving shape and height stand out from other downtown buildings, it will also be the only one not constructed from concrete, relying on steel laced in diamond patterns across its exterior.

			At 247 metres, it will be the tallest tower in Western Canada, and the second-largest office development in Canada, after Toronto’s First Canadian Place, built 30 years ago. It is eight storeys higher than the neighbouring Petro-Canada Centre.

			“It reinforces our reputation as a global energy centre and Canada’s leading head office environment,” said Calgary Economic Development’s Bruce Graham, adding it also symbolizes the westerly shift of economic power.

			Encana officials said the final cost of the 1.7-million square-foot project hasn’t been determined, but it will be in the $850-million to $1-billion range.

			Construction is expected to start by early summer, with Encana’s 3, 200 employees, now spread out in five buildings, moving in by 2010-11. The company applied for a development permit Thursday, but has already gone through months of pre-application discussions with city staff.

			The plans need to be approved by the Calgary Planning Commission and the Urban Design Panel, but don’t need approval from city council.

			Brian Sinclair, dean of environmental design at the University of Calgary, called the design bold and innovative.

			“I’m pleased with the design and the direction it’s taking the city,” he said. “I think the direction we have is strong, confident, urban-oriented architecture.

			“It’s very progressive.”

			Sinclair said the tower’s energy efficiencies are also laudable.

			Nigel Dancey, Foster + Partner’s lead architect on the Encana project, said its overall design incorporates a number of sustainable features, including the south-facing atrium which allows the building to take advantage of the sun and a co-generation plant to be shared between the two buildings.

			The tower will use 30 per cent less energy than other office buildings, Dancey said. As well, its aerodynamic shape will allow the wind to move around it, cutting down on gusts.

			
			(Editor’s note: The plan for THE BOW was later changed to 58 storey;  plans for the smaller second tower continue to evolve, with a public plaza now being a temporary placeholder on the site.)

			
			[image: ch5-1a-artist-rendering.jpg]

			Renderings showed that Encana’s new office tower will dramatically change Calgary’s skyline.

			Artist rendering courtesy Encana

			
			
			[image: ch5-1b-two-men.jpg]

			John Brannan of Encana and Architect Nigel Dancey of Foster + Partners pose near the site of the new Encana headquarters, after a press conference where they unveiled plans for the new building.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald

			
			[image: ch5-1c-news-conference.jpg]

			
			Politicians and business leaders gather at a press conference where Encana and architect Foster + Partners unveil plans for THE BOW tower.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald

			
			A TOWERING VICTORY CRY OVER ANCIENT FOES

			By Don Braid
October 13, 2006

			Petro-Canada, look down the street and mope. Encana’s is going to be bigger than yours — much bigger. And there’s powerful symbolism in that.

			Encana’s spectacular new tower, hopefully named THE BOW in an effort to head off snarky unauthorized nicknames, is also Calgary’s revenge on history.

			Petro-Can, promoted by federal policy in the 1980s, has long had the biggest oil tower, with 52 storeys. Encana’s will be 59 stories and sprawl over a much grander area.

			Encana springs from mostly Calgary and Alberta roots, with its fusion of the old Alberta Energy Co. and Pan Canadian.

			So the company’s $1-billion project isn’t just a triumph for Calgary’s downtown — it’s also the victory cry of Calgary’s oil and gas business over its ancient foes.

			Once we’re past the disruptive construction — by 2010, everyone hopes — this evocative design will stamp a new identity on the entire downtown.

			The design by architects Foster + Partners looks graceful and light compared to the aggressive boxes that dominate the core. In a city of bitter right angles, this building is a symphony of flowing lines and curves.

			But it’s no passive ornament. This building is going to be huge, not just from top to bottom, but around the base as well.

			Sitting on the northeast corner of the block north of 6th Avenue, the giant curve will face southwest, protecting its own mountain view with a lower satellite development in the next block south.

			More important to the city is a fine gesture on Encana’s part — the dedication of a large block of space to cultural activities.

			Just about every artistic group in town has an application in to Encana, hoping for prime performance and display space in a retail-cultural centre just north of the Hyatt Regency Hotel. By preserving the facades of the old York and Regis hotels, Encana is also honouring the past, just as the Mannix family did when it developed the Hyatt along Stephen Avenue.

			So there’s a great deal to like in this project, including its location. It’s the first big office project in many years to locate east of Centre Street.

			Most big buildings in the central part of the eastside are government-related — police headquarters, the courts, the library, City Hall, the Telus Convention Centre, even the Glenbow.

			Mayor Dave Bronconnier ardently hopes Encana will finally spark a flood of high-end private development all the way to Fort Calgary.

			There’s certainly more to come. Imperial Oil is said to be considering a head office building, although not as grand as Encana’s.

			Over 16 months of planning, Encana showed it’s the only outfit in town that can keep a secret at City Hall. Aldermen, the mayor, officials — all were sworn to secrecy, and the vow stuck until the moment Encana filed for a development permit Thursday morning.

			The name itself — THE BOW — was also protected, partly because various decoy names were thrown out, including The Boomerang and The Horseshoe.

			Calgarians will decide if they like calling this building THE BOW, or want something more irreverent.

			But nobody wanted a repeat of what happened in London, after the Foster group introduced the design of the Swiss Re building.

			With its swirling circular top, it was instantly dubbed The Gherkin, or worse, The Erotic Gherkin.

			Company founder Norman Foster (Lord Foster to you) is said to loathe that name with all his heart.

			So you will please call this building THE BOW, not the Encana Banana.

			CALGARY’S OFFICE TOWERS

			Compiled by Karen Crosby
October 13, 2006

			Encana’s Tower at a Glance

			
				1.7 million total square feet

				59 storeys, including 53 floors of office space, four mechanical and two retail floors (Note: The plan was later changed to 58 storeys.)

				$850 million estimated cost, but could go as high as $1 billion

				1,400 parking stalls on six levels of underground parking

				4 Plus-15 connections to Petro-Canada Centre, Telus building, Hyatt and the seven-storey retail/cultural building to be built on the south side of 6th Avenue.

			

			
			Encana’s 59-storey, $850M-$1B tower will add more than one million square feet of office space to downtown. Here’s how other buildings stack up:

			
			Petro-Canada Centre; 150 - 6th Ave. S.W.

			Height: 215 metres, 53 storeys

			Completed: 1984

			Cost then: $200 million

			Today’s cost: $361 million

			
			TransCanada Tower; 450 - 1st St. S.W.

			Height: 177 metres, 38 storeys

			Completed: 2001

			Cost then: $225 million

			Today’s cost: $251 million

			
			Bankers Hall; 888 - 3rd St. S.W. (west tower), 855 - 2nd St. S.W. (east tower)

			Height: Both towers are 197 metres, 52 storeys

			Completed: 1991 and 2000

			Cost then: $350 million for both

			Today’s cost: $401 million

			
			Canterra Tower ; 400 - 3rd Ave. S.W.

			Height: 177 metres, 45 storeys

			Completed: 1988

			Cost then: $150 million

			Today’s cost: $229 million

			
			Calgary Tower; 101 - 9th Ave. S.W.

			Height: 191 metres

			Completed: 1968

			Cost then: $3.5 million

			Today’s cost: $20.24 million

			
			Source: Emporis Buildings; Calgary Herald Archives

			PROJECT WILL ALLEVIATE OFFICE SPACE CRUNCH: MORE THAN A MILLION SQ. FT. TO BE FREED UP

			By Mario Toneguzzi
October 13, 2006

			Encana Corporation’s signature 59-storey office tower will free up more than one million square feet of downtown office space in about four years in a tight market that has seen the vacancy rate plunge to virtually zero per cent.

			Employees of the oil and gas industry giant will all be housed in the same location when THE BOW, a 1.7-million-square-foot development, is completed in the third quarter of 2010, with final occupancy slated for 2011.

			Currently, Encana, with its 3, 200 employees, occupies more than one million square feet of downtown office space in five buildings. When it moves to the new tower, the company will occupy all 53 floors of office space — there will also be two retail floors and four mechanical floors.

			“Apart from the fact it’s going to take four years to build, it’s going to be a net contributor to the office market that we absolutely need at this time,” said Bruce Graham, president and CEO of Calgary Economic Development. “It’s going to contribute to some relief . . . with the space they’re vacating.”

			Graham said 12.5 million square feet of office development is either proposed or currently under construction in Calgary, with about 4.5 million square feet of that in the downtown.

			A recent market report by Barclay Street Real Estate Ltd. said the overall downtown vacancy rate was 0.4 per cent with no space in the top building class levels.

			Factoring in current construction and proposed development including the Encana tower, the report said the projected downtown vacancy rate in 2010 will be between 3.8 and 5.5 per cent.

			In the past decade, the downtown office vacancy rate hit a high of about 14 per cent in 2003; it was about 10 per cent in 1996.

			Mark St. Pierre, senior vice-president and principal agent for Barclay, said the freeing up of about a million square feet of downtown office space “in today’s market is equal to increasing vacancy by about three per cent.”

			He said a vacancy rate of under six per cent is “still a landlord’s market.”

			“A balanced market would be seven to nine per cent and a tenant’s market is generally anything above 10 per cent. . . Even at six per cent, we are still in a landlord’s market, but the trend line would be towards a more stable market.”

			The Encana tower — a glass-and-steel structure configured in the shape of a bow — will run between 5th and 7th Avenues between Centre Street and 1st Street S.E. It will include 1,400 parking stalls on six levels of underground parking.

			The tower is expected to cost between $850 million and $1 billion. Encana hopes to receive development permit approval from the City in spring 2007. Construction is expected to start right after that.

			Mayor Dave Bronconnier said the city is also “actively working with one other proposed development for a significant building” that “could be up to a million square feet” of office space.

			He said the current low vacancy rate has “put a real crunch and a real uptake on prices.”

			“With this significant announcement (from Encana), almost two million square feet of office space will really actually free up and actually create, I think, a much more competitive marketplace than we’ve seen,” said Bronconnier.

			“But this isn’t the only development. There are other people that are looking at projects — people not only from Calgary, but outside of Calgary, that are looking at downtown projects as well.”

			Graham said the Encana project is an example of how development in the city is booming these days in the office market sector.

			“There are many other projects in the system that have been proposed, that have been announced, many of which I think are very serious about moving forward and can be sustained in this current marketplace,” said Graham.

			“There are other interests. There are other companies looking to expand and relocate. The challenge, of course, is that if it is a project of any size and scope, we’re looking at two to three years out for product to come on the marketplace, but definitely there is interest.”

			
			[image: ch5-2another-rendering.jpg]

			An artist’s rendition of the completed Encana tower; when finished, it will alleviate the office space crunch in downtown Calgary.

			Artist rendering courtesy Encana

			
			ENCANA IN TALKS FOR NATIONAL GALLERY: PRIVATE FUNDS COULD BRING PORTRAIT MUSEUM TO CALGARY

			By Theresa Tayler
December 6, 2006

			The proposed Portrait Gallery of Canada will be headed to Calgary if talks with Encana to house the multimillion-dollar museum in its new office complex are successful.

			Federal Heritage Minister Bev Oda told the Calgary Herald she was involved in discussions about a possible partnership with the Calgary-based energy giant to build the Portrait Gallery of Canada downtown.

			In Tuesday’s parliamentary question period, Oda made it clear the federal government is considering locations outside Ottawa to house the museum, and would welcome private funds.

			“If the private sector is willing to support the building of a public institution then why would we say no to that and use taxpayers’ dollars?” said Oda.

			“It would continue to be a federal institution; someone would help us build the facilities we require, but we don’t hand over our Canadian artifacts to the private sector.”

			Encana has said it will be making an announcement “within a few weeks” concerning the occupants of 100,000 square feet of cultural space included in its new building.

			Possible relocation of the Portrait Gallery of Canada came to light Monday when Ottawa NDP MP Paul Dewar said he had received an anonymous email claiming Indian Affairs Minister Jim Prentice, MP for Calgary Centre-North, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Encana had brokered a deal to bring the museum to Calgary.

			The e-mail said Encana was offering a $30-million incentive to bring the gallery west.

			If the gallery is established in Calgary it will be one of the first major national museums outside Ontario.

			“We really question the idea that everything federal and national has to be in Ottawa,” said Oda.

			The possible move already has the enthusiastic support of least one member of Calgary city council.

			“It would be fabulous,” said Ward 8 Ald. Madeleine King. “In some ways, the path has been opened up by the military museum. The Museum of the Regiments became, to some extent, the western arm of the national museums. So this would be similar. I think it’s excellent. I’m tremendously excited.”

			King added she believes the portrait museum would boost the city’s profile.

			“I think this speaks to the notion of heart of the new West; that is what we are,” she said. “I think this is just great, for a city of our size and prominence we have not, up until now, had an art gallery of the size and stature that you would expect.”

			She said the museum would make it easier to market Calgary as a cultural destination.

			“I think there’s a great deal of scope for cultural tourism to expand in Calgary, and this would be a good step along that path,” she said. “The more opportunities you have to market, the more it helps all the players in a specific field.”

			The Portrait Gallery of Canada was announced in 2001 by the then Liberal federal government. It would house more than one million Canadian portraits acquired by Library and Archives Canada since the late 1800s. The collection contains tens of thousands of paintings, photographs and other artifacts. The bulk of the objects are now stored in a building in Gatineau containing climate-controlled vaults and specialized conservation labs.

			Some of its works include the first known watercolour portraits of native people on the West Coast, made during Captain Cook’s voyage in the late 1700s. Its collection of the Four Indian Kings is set to be lent to a gallery in London next year.

			Its collection also includes more than 139 portraits of 22 cultural icons created in the 1970s and 1980s by Harold Town. The portraits are of writers and poets such as Margaret Laurence, Margaret Atwood, Irving Layton and W.O. Mitchell.

			Town gained national fame as an abstract artist with the Toronto-based Painters Eleven in the 1950s.

			ENCANA SELLS PROPOSED TOWER

			By Mario Toneguzzi
February 10, 2007

			Encana on Friday officially announced the sale of the proposed THE BOW office tower project assets — including the 59-storey building — to a wholly owned subsidiary of H&R Real Estate Investment Trust.

			As part of the transaction, Encana, as a tenant, has signed a 25-year tenant lease agreement with H&R REIT for 100 per cent of the office tower at an initial rental rate of approximately $36 per square foot. It has also received about $70 million, which largely represents Encana’s investment to date in the project.

			Encana said the project’s completion is scheduled for 2011, and it has been previously pegged at about $1 billion to build.

			Encana transferred ownership of THE BOW project’s property on portions of both the north and south blocks between 5th and 7th Avenues between Centre and 1st Street S.E. This sale also includes the development plans for the approximately 1.9-million-square-foot building on the north block and the 200,000-square-foot development on the south block with H&R assuming all design and building contracts.

			ENCANA SHORTENS PLANNED TOWER: ONE STOREY SHAVED OFF THE BOW HIGHRISE

			By Mario Toneguzzi
March 7, 2007

			A recommendation for the approval of a massive downtown office development goes before the Calgary planning commission on Thursday.

			In documents filed to the commission and city, planners are supporting Encana Corp.’s THE BOW project, which includes construction of two commercial buildings — a 58-storey office tower and another seven-storey building in the heart of the city.

			The main tower will be one storey smaller than original plans.

			David Down, senior architect/urban designer with Centre City Planning and Design, said the tower is smaller because “there was a slight tightening-up of the program during the process.

			“And there were some issues with potential shading of the riverbank, which there was some serious objection to,” said Down.

			“The tightening-up of the program allowed them to reduce the height of the building somewhat,” he said. “I think they found that they could (reduce) the building by one floor and still meet Encana’s programmatic demands.”

			There is a long list of conditions of approval on the development permit.

			The city planning document says: “The project is a sophisticated development that exhibits exemplary architectural design, an innovative sustainable-design strategy, a high-quality public realm and substantial public benefits which will enhance the vitality and character of downtown Calgary.”

			Bruce Graham, president and CEO of Calgary Economic Development, said every step forward — and this is a major step forward for the project — is a “step toward reality.”

			“This thing’s evolved into a national project,” said Graham. “For us, this is a critical step.

			“The significance is, first of all, it’s going to put Calgary on the architectural map. It’s going to set the bar for development yet to come.

			“And the third thing is it’s a critical link moving the downtown in an easterly direction into the development opportunities through The Rivers and (East) Village.

			“On many fronts, this project is very significant to the city, locally and nationally.”

			In February, Encana officially announced the sale of the proposed THE BOW office tower project assets to a wholly owned subsidiary of H&R Real Estate Investment Trust.

			As part of the transaction, Encana signed a 25-year tenant lease agreement with H&R REIT for 100 per cent of the office tower at an initial rental rate of approximately $36 per square foot. The company also received about $70 million, which largely represented Encana’s investment to date in the project.

			Encana said the project’s completion is scheduled for 2011, and it has been previously pegged at about $1 billion to build.

			Encana transferred ownership of THE BOW project’s property on portions of both the north and south blocks between 5th and 7th Avenues between Centre Street and 1st Street S.E.

			The sale also includes the development plans for the approximately 1.9-million-square-foot building on the north block and the 200,000-square-foot development on the south block, with H&R assuming all design and building contracts.

			According to City of Calgary documents, the main tower will include two retail floors and 53 office floors topped by three mechanical floors.

			DEVELOPER, CITY REACH DEAL ON 6TH AVENUE CLOSURE

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 21, 2007

			A downtown city block is expected to close in July after the developer made a commitment to put in 16-hour days to get the work finished in 10 months.

			Mayor Dave Bronconnier delayed approval by city council Monday on a plan to close 6th Avenue between Centre Street and 1st Street S.E., staring in late July, so Matthews Development can dig a 20-metre hole needed to build a six-storey parking structure for THE BOW office tower beneath the street.

			Construction on the 58-storey office tower, which will house oil giant Encana’s headquarters, is scheduled to begin in July. It could also see short-term lane closures on 5th Avenue and Centre Street.

			But Bronconnier said he wanted an agreement with the developer to make sure the roads aren’t closed for too long.

			“I have received assurance and a letter of agreement yesterday from the developer saying city council wants us to double shift. We’ll do it,” he told reporters Friday.

			“I believe city council will put favourable response to that on Monday because that was one of the outstanding issues to reduce the amount of time that 6th Avenue was closed.

			“It’s in everyone’s best interest to get the work done as quickly as possible,” added Bronconnier.

			City council will make a final decision on the closure Monday.

			A series of land sales and exchanges related to the Encana office tower are also going before council for approval.

			CORE TRAFFIC FORECAST

			By Sarah McGinnis
April 24, 2007

			City council has approved the closure of 6th Avenue to make way for a $1-billion office tower.

			On Monday, council approved the 11-month closure of 6th Avenue as well as the land sales needed to begin construction on THE BOW, Encana’s new headquarters.

			The road closure approval, however, comes with a catch. The street can only be shut down after this July’s Stampede parade, and must reopen before the parade begins the following year.

			If there are any delays, the builder faces a $14,000 per day fine — 10 times the regular street closure fee.

			“THE BOW is a fantastic project in downtown Calgary, a great redevelopment. It’s exactly what we want,” said Mayor Dave Bronconnier.

			“With that redevelopment comes some traffic disruption. This is going to ensure there are work forces on site working double shifts if necessary to ensure that the timeline that has been committed to, and agreed to, is in fact adhered to.”

			Some rotating temporary lane closures on 5th Avenue S.E., 1st Street S.E. and Centre Street S. will begin when construction on the 58-storey building starts next month.

			In July, a block of 6th Avenue between Centre Street and 1st Street S.E. will be closed to all traffic for 11 months.

			The closure will allow Matthews Southwest to dig a 20-metre hole for a six-storey parking structure beneath the street.

			Other single-lane closures could occur throughout construction.

			The builder has pledged “to the best of their ability” to have crews working day, night and on weekends to get the work completed on time — something no other developer has agreed to, Bronconnier said.

			Additional LRT cars and buses will be added to encourage more commuters to take public transit to work.

			Not everyone on council supported the year-long detour for the project, expected to cost more than $850 million and possibly as much as $1 billion.

			Aldermen Helene Larocque, Ric McIver, Andre Chabot and Diane Colley-Urquhart voted against the plan, citing concerns over significant traffic disruptions.

			“It’s not really about dollars and cents. It’s about the inconvenience it is going to cause people,” said Colley-Urquhart.

			To ensure the road reopens on time, McIver asked that the penalty be hiked to 50 times the daily road closure fee, or a $70,000 charge for every day the project is late. His request was denied.

			Even given Calgary’s labour shortage, Matthews Development project manager Richard Tucker said they have talked with their subcontractors to ensure the workforce is in place to get the job done on schedule.

			“We’ve given our commitment to the mayor and city council to make sure we deliver double shifts and whatever resources are necessary to minimize any disruption,” said Tucker. “We’ll do everything possible to make sure we don’t have to pay (the late fees.)”

			Promises from the builder are little comfort for the thousands of drivers who will be trapped in traffic snarls, said Colley-Urquhart.

			“I won’t be supporting any project for the inner city until this one is done. To start closing down more roads and have more construction going on in the inner core, it just creates total chaos,” she said.

			BOW TOWER ‘SYMBOL OF RENEWAL’: CEREMONIAL GROUNDBREAKING HELD FOR ENCANA CORP.’S NEW HOME

			By Kim Guttormson
June 14, 2007

			It’s a building project that will inconvenience downtown commuters for close to a year, closing a block of 6th Avenue S.E. and rerouting traffic to adjacent streets.

			But when THE BOW office tower is completed, it will be an icon on the Calgary skyline that acts as a catalyst for further development on the downtown east side, Mayor Dave Bronconnier and others said Wednesday at the official groundbreaking for the site.

			“It will stand to be a test and a symbol of renewal — renewal of an area that is sometimes overlooked and neglected,” Bronconnier said before he and representatives from developer Matthews Southwest, tenant Encana Corp. and others dug ceremonially into a pile of rocks.

			But in reality — to meet tight timelines that will see 6th Avenue reopened to traffic by this time next year and the 58-storey office tower completed in 2011 — work has already begun.

			And some of the construction is unique to the city — the block of 6th Avenue between 1st Street S.E. and Centre Street S. will actually reopen as a temporary bridge, while work on the six-storey parkade, stretching from 5th Avenue to 7th Avenue S.E., continues 20 metres below.

			As well, construction on the first 24 storeys of THE BOW will begin before the parkade is finished.

			David Jefferies, with Zeidler Partnership Architects, said essentially a steel and concrete floor will be placed on huge steel stilts filled with concrete, which, in turn, will sit on a three-metre-thick foundation pad.

			That setup will allow trucks and cranes to drive onto the site and begin work on the building itself — the steel plate a horizontal barrier between the above- and below-ground construction.

			Jefferies said the foundation at the bottom of the parkade pit should be in place by November, while the steel floor will be installed next spring.

			At the same time, the temporary block of 6th Avenue will be ready to go, allowing traffic to travel through while work continues below.

			The parkade structure has to be finished by the time work begins on the 25th floor of THE BOW, which will be the tallest office tower west of Toronto.

			“We are definitely using our creative juices to get this thing done on time, on budget,” Jack Matthews, president of developer Matthews Development, said of the $1.1-billion project, which will include a smaller retail and cultural centre on the south side of 6th Avenue.

			Gerry Protti, Encana’s executive vice-president of corporate relations, said they are still in discussions with several groups that could move into the cultural space.

			“Certainly before the end of this year, we’ll be in a position to announce something,” he said of the building, which will include retaining two walls of the historic York Hotel.

			Matthews has signed an agreement with the City that sets out the timeline for the 6th Avenue closure and the penalties that will apply should it stay closed longer than the projected 11 months.

			“You always like to have flexibility. This didn’t offer us a whole bunch of flexibility,” Matthews said. “In the end, I think it was a fair schedule.”

			Matthews said the actual closing date for 6th Avenue — once the block is shut, there will be no through access for almost a year — has not been finalized, but it could be as early as the afternoon of July 6, immediately after the avenue hosts the annual Stampede parade.
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			The ceremonial groundbreaking for the new Encana headquarters THE BOW took place June 13, 2007. Dignitaries taking part were (from left) Bruce Graham, Calgary Economic Development; Alderman Druh Farrell; Mayor Dave Bronconnier; Randy Eresman, president and CEO of Encana; Tom Hofstedter of H&R, the owner of the building; and Jack Matthews of Matthews Development.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			Mayor Dave Bronconnier chats with Tom Hofstedter of H&R, the owner of THE BOW after the official groundbreaking ceremony.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald
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			The site of THE BOW, on  Centre Street in Calgary, on the day of the groundbreaking.

			Grant Black, Calgary Herald

			TOWER WON’T HOUSE GALLERY: ENCANA PLAN TOO FAST FOR FEDS

			By Tom Babin
June 29, 2007

			The Portrait Gallery of Canada will not be part of Encana’s new tower being built in Calgary.

			Calgary MP Jim Prentice confirmed Thursday the government will not locate the proposed gallery in Encana’s planned 58-storey office project, a plan explored earlier this year after Encana put in a bid to house the gallery.

			“The proposal (Encana) had put forth was extremely generous and a model of good corporate citizenship, but the government could not proceed on their timelines,” Prentice said.

			Encana spokesman Alan Boras described Prentice’s statement as “accurate,” dispelling lingering talk that a deal may yet be reached.

			“We had many good discussions with the government, and under our timelines . . . what (Prentice) described is accurate.”

			Prentice said Heritage Minister Bev Oda is still examining options for the future of the gallery, which may yet include a new home in Calgary.

			Without Encana’s financial support and available facilities, however, it appears unlikely that will happen.

			Oda’s office, when questioned by reporters Thursday, would only say no decision has been made about the future of the Portrait Gallery.

			The only definitive statement from the heritage minister is that the Portrait Gallery’s collection, which is owned by Library and Archives Canada, will remain at the Gatineau Preservation Centre in Ottawa.

			The federal government had been in talks to move the $45-million gallery to Encana’s tower, known as THE BOW, which has earmarked 100,000 square feet for cultural space.

			When news of the gallery’s potential move to Calgary broke late last year, many Calgarians welcomed the idea of a major national gallery having a home in the city, but the idea wasn’t without controversy. Some Canadians expressed outrage that a national art gallery was leaving the capital, while others were offended the public gallery was finding a home in a corporate space.

			Rumours have been rampant in the federal cultural bureaucracy for months that the move was off.

			Within the bureaucracy, the feeling is that the gallery will essentially be a virtual institution for several more years, with a presence on the Internet and the occasional touring exhibition, but no bricks-and-mortar building of its own.

			Jean Chretien’s Liberal government had originally said the Portrait Gallery would be located in the former American Embassy in Ottawa. That project was frozen after the Harper Conservatives were elected last year.

			Boras said Encana remains in talks with other cultural organizations to fill the space in the new Encana building.

			“We are working to bring cultural components; the details of who may be involved and what that may look like are confidential,” Boras said.

			“We are examining our other options and when we’re ready and able to make an announcement, we will.”

			BOW TOWER DEVELOPER SAYS IT’LL MEET TARGET

			By Colette Derworiz
August 11, 2007

			Despite concerns about the delay in closing a busy downtown block to build THE BOW office tower, the developer says it should still be able to finish the work in time to reopen the road before next year’s Stampede.

			The block of 6th Avenue between 1st Street S.E. and Centre Street S. will be closed for 11 months to build a six-storey underground parking structure as part of THE BOW tower, which will house Encana Corp.

			It was scheduled to be closed in July, but has been delayed due to tie-ups with the City’s planning department. At least one alderman is concerned the delay will lead to problems at the end of construction.

			“The delay that was talked about was 11 months,” said Ald. Ric McIver, noting that will take the closure right up to the Stampede parade. “We can’t allow that to be compromised.”

			A spokeswoman for developer Matthews Southwest said while it’s tough to predict how long it will take once it gets going, it should be able to complete the work by next July.

			The date of the closure was still up in the air because the company hadn’t completed negotiations with the City’s planning department.

			David Watson, general manager of planning, development and assessment, said the City is still preparing the development agreement.

			“This is the biggest highrise west of Toronto,” he said, explaining the agreement will govern the building for decades. It was too early to speculate whether the delayed road closure would affect next year’s Stampede parade.

			The developer would be subject to fines if it takes longer than the anticipated timelines.

			CONSULTANT WILL HELP ENCANA DESIGN BOW TOWER’S SERVICES

			By David Parker
August 30, 2007

			Around 4,000 Encana staff will move into THE BOW when the new two-million-square-foot complex is completed in 2012, and the company wants to ensure they will all say, “I love my new home.”

			They will be moving from a number of other towers in the downtown core, where they have not only been used to their own office environment but have a familiarity with nearby shops, restaurants and other amenities.

			They will enjoy the steel and glass design with its high atrium, designed to provide spectacular mountain views, an abundance of natural light and three “sky gardens” that will provide the tower’s occupants with unique meeting and amenity spaces.

			And they will also appreciate the 20,000 square feet of retail space in the tower, as well as the 100,000 square feet on three floors of the York Hotel site that will be a short stroll through a new Plus-15 walkway.

			Matthews Southwest, project developer of THE BOW, has retained Calgary-based Taurus Property Group to provide consulting services for the design and merchandising of the retail component to ensure the quality and mix of shops and services will achieve Encana’s objectives for its employees and long-term benefit to the property.

			Bernie Bayer is president of Taurus, which was formed in 2002 as a retail real estate consulting company to act on behalf of landlords and developers. It does not represent retailers. It fulfils an important role by providing objective, comprehensive and knowledgeable advice on long-term merchandising, leasing and development of real estate.

			Bayer was a retail specialist with CB Richard Ellis for six years before forming his own consulting firm in 1999. Then he partnered with Paul McCloy — his vice-president of leasing, who was formerly director of retail leasing at O&Y Enterprise in Calgary — to launch Taurus. They were associated with a number of major retail properties, including Marlborough Mall, Heritage Hill, WestHills Towne Centre, North Hill and Westbrook Mall shopping centres. Since then, they have been joined by Michael Brescia, who was with Colliers International’s suburban office team.

			Taurus has worked on a variety of retail real estate properties, delivering significant results on behalf of a growing list of clients. It looks after all of Brookfield Properties’ retail across Western Canada, and was responsible for re-merchandising the Bankers Hall 200,000-square-foot downtown retail centre — it leased vacancies, improved tenants’ sales and significantly increased the overall value of the asset.

			Tonko Realty Advisors is another major account that relies on Taurus for its developments, including WestHills Towne Centre, Mount Royal Block, Skyview Power Centre in Edmonton and Cascade Plaza in Banff.

			Its mandates have grown to include more than 1.2 million square feet in Western Canada.

			Bayer says he is particularly excited about THE BOW contract. Taurus is able to sit down at this early stage with the developer, architects and engineers to help determine requirements for the type of retailer it believes will be most appropriate for the project. It will inject its understanding of special needs for delivery and loading, utilities and other physical space requirements that will all help to optimize the retail component. Retail will not be marketed until 2009, but the process has already begun to make sure it will attract the best quality of merchant and service providers.

			Encana employees will need restaurants and fast food outlets, financial services as well as a good mix of retailers. But THE BOW might well become a destination shopping centre with the benefit of being located so close to other office towers, the Calgary Hyatt Hotel and Telus Convention Centre, as well as being steps away from the LRT. Plus, there will be 700 short-term-stay underground parking spaces for shoppers.
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			THE BOW construction site on Monday, September 17, 2007.

			Stuart Gradon, Calgary Herald

			BUILDING THE BOW: JACK MATTHEWS, THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING ENCANA’S 58-STOREY HOME, PLANS TO CREATE A LANDMARK CALGARIANS CAN BE PROUD OF

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 20, 2008

			It’s a Calgary landmark in the making and, in a few short years when THE BOW is completed, it will be the tallest tower in Canada west of Toronto.

			The 58-storey signature building will be the largest single-tenant office tower in Western Canada. Housing energy giant Encana Corp.’s employees, it will consist of two million square feet of office space. It will also have two floors of retail, with about 40,000 square feet sitting on a large atrium — the front door to Encana.

			Earlier this week, the Calgary Herald spoke with Jack Matthews, president of Texas-based Matthews Southwest, the company developing the ambitious project.

			Question: How did Matthews Southwest initially become involved with this project?

			Answer: I got a call (about four years ago) from a person at Encana who wanted me to show them the Bell Mobility building in Mississauga, Ont., and take them through and explain the philosophy of that development and how that came together, why we did certain things certain ways. . . . Encana went through a search for who would be a developer and at the end of the day they chose us. . . . I had no idea when they phoned (what the project was about). To tell you my ignorance, I had been in the States for a little while and I didn’t know who Encana was.

			Q: What were your initial thoughts and reaction when you realized the scope and magnitude of this project?

			A: The magnitude and the scope have grown over time. Their needs have grown over time. A whole bunch of things came together.

			Having the presence in east Calgary seems a very positive thing . . . It would make a difference in a number of different ways.

			First, it would be a great facility for the employees. Secondly, it would be something that Calgary would be proud of but at the same time not an ego statement, just a very fine building that Calgary, Alberta, Canada, could be proud of.

			And to put it in east Calgary had a lot of benefits to it because, from an insider or outsider perspective, east of Centre Street was no man’s land and that is really turning upside down over this.

			Q: Why did you take this project on?

			A: Matthews Southwest is a small company that does large deals. We’re highly sophisticated in putting large deals together and we’re very choosy over which ones we want to go after. This is a signature building in a great city. It fit all our criteria.

			Q: Is this the biggest project the company has undertaken?

			A: This is the biggest project almost any development company has embarked upon. We’ve done a number of million-square-foot-plus projects, but when you’re sitting at two million square feet, the list is very short of developers worldwide that can say that they worked on this size of a deal.

			Q: Why 58 storeys for the tower and not higher?

			A: Basically, there’s a tenant requirement for space and you mix that with the size of the floor plate and on top of that you’ve got the shadowing bylaw for the Bow River and those things all came together to say this is the size of floor plate, this is the height of the building. There was never a directive to make this the biggest or the fanciest or anything like that. It was, let’s do this right. . . . We went through multiple building designs of four buildings, three buildings, two buildings, one building. We went through multiple floor plates, tested it against the requirements of the tenant and really the tenant needs drove the floor-plate design.

			Q: What is the budget to build this tower?

			A: It’s about $1.3 billion.

			Q: Considering the escalating construction costs in the past year or so, will this project be on budget?

			A: This project will be on budget. But in our budget, we’ve assumed certain escalations that, sadly, we’re meeting.

			Q: How have you dealt with the challenge of labour shortages the city is facing?

			A: On that one, I’ve got to give Ledcor credit. Ledcor is the construction manager and has been able to find the subs with labour and augment it with their own resources. So far, we’ve been lucky.

			Q: Will this project be completed on time?

			A: The end of 2010, the beginning of 2011, we’ll have move in . . . Right now, we’re ahead of schedule on a little piece and behind a week on schedule (of  another piece). For a project this long, it’s absolutely immaterial.

			Q: What will be this building’s significance for Calgary’s future?

			A: It signifies the Alberta presence in Canada. Basically in a very Albertan way it says we’re strong, we’re proud but we’re not over the top. Everything’s done for a reason and it’s an intelligent reason. It’s an interesting building to look at but all the pieces go together and make sense.

			Q: How have you dealt with some of the criticism about the project and its impact on downtown traffic?

			A: The development of great buildings is not a pretty process. It’s disruptive. But there’s short-term pain for long-term gain. If you look at the negatives, I think they’re very short-lived.

			And, yes, I’ve got to have sympathy for that guy who’s waiting an extra 15 minutes every morning in traffic. So I hope he enjoys the better Calgary at the end of it . . . We expect to be on time and we’ve got a high degree of confidence in that.

			Q: What about continuing rumours the project will not be completed?

			A: I guess the rumours of our demise are greatly exaggerated. We’re so busy doing what we do to get this thing done and meeting all the various challenges.

			I can tell you there is zero credence to any of the rumours I’ve heard on this thing.
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			Jack Matthews, president of Matthews Southwest (builder of THE BOW project), surveys progress on the site in April 2008.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald

			OILPATCH BLOCKBUSTER: ENERGY GIANT ENCANA SPLITTING INTO SEPARATE OIL AND GAS COMPANIES

			By Shaun Polczer
May 12, 2008

			In a surprise Mother’s Day announcement, Encana Corp. on Sunday gave birth to two offspring companies, effectively calving off its integrated oilsands and natural gas divisions.

			Even as cement trucks poured the foundations of Encana’s new headquarters in downtown Calgary, a block away CEO Randy Eresman was laying the groundwork for the split, which will take effect in 2009.

			“We believe this is the right time,” he said. “It’s the logical next step in the evolution of Encana.”

			The split will see the country’s largest energy firm split into two of Canada’s 20 largest corporations, both ranking among the six largest firms in the oilpatch.

			Eresman said the unnamed gas company would be North America’s second-largest natural gas producer, while the integrated oil firm will benefit from interests in refineries in Illinois and Texas.

			Eresman will head the gas producer, while Encana finance chief Brian Ferguson will become CEO of the integrated oil producer, currently being dubbed “IOCo.”

			Encana, which last year formed a downstream partnership with American refining giant ConocoPhillips, expects to increase oilsands production from the Foster Creek and Christina Lake fields in eastern Alberta to 400,000 barrels per day within the next decade.

			“From the moment of its creation, I expect this company to be an industry leader in terms of sustained growth,” Ferguson said.

			He further noted that each individual company would be roughly equal or bigger than the original Encana when it was formed from the merger of Alberta Energy Company and PanCanadian Petroleum in 2002.

			The deal comes as oil prices hit an all-time high of $125.96 per barrel in New York on Friday and natural gas rebounded to $11.54 per million British thermal units.

			Canadian gas prices on Friday gained almost 23 cents to close at $9.90 per gigajoule.

			Several analysts have predicted oil prices could eventually hit $200.

			“A lot of it’s to do with prices and a lot of it’s to do with chasing opportunities that are out there,” said Martin Molyneaux, who heads Calgary-based FirstEnergy Capital Corp.’s research department.

			“This really isn’t about short-term numbers. It’s more about long-term growth.”

			Molyneaux said splitting the company allows a more clear distribution of capital between Encana’s oil and natural gas assets.

			“This way you don’t constantly have to go through the debate over where should I allocate dollars between the two.”

			Eresman said dividing the company along operational lines means “business as usual” for Encana’s 6,500 employees and business partners. In addition, the restructuring will have no impact on the construction of THE BOW office tower, which is expected to be complete in 2011.

			In fact, Eresman said it is likely that each company will increase staffing and that the combined economic impact on the city will be equal to or greater than Encana’s standalone presence.

			This is Encana’s second attempt at restructuring after it unsuccessfully proposed spinning off assets into a royalty trust 18 months ago. That prompted the federal government on Oct. 31, 2006, to essentially eliminate the trust sector.

			Plans were further delayed by the Alberta government’s ongoing royalty review through most of 2007.

			Eresman infamously threatened to pull about $1 billion in capital spending from the province after the review panel released its recommendations to jack up rates in September of last year, but the Encana CEO said the culmination of the province’s decision to review the “unintended consequences” of the plan has given it the green light to proceed with the reorganization.

			In addition, he said it’s likely that the company would increase spending for both oil and natural gas drilling.

			Investors will initially receive a share in each company and the transaction is expected to be tax free to shareholders.

			Steve Calderwood, an analyst with Raymond James in Calgary, said he expects Encana’s stock to rise today when it is traded in both Toronto and New York.

			“A lot of it depends on commodity prices, but on a standalone basis, this is going to be good for the stock price,” he said. “The shares of Encana are likely to rise.”

			BOW HIT BY CREDIT CRISIS: ENCANA’S FUTURE HOME IN DANGER OF BEING HALTED

			BY GINA TEEL NOVEMBER 15, 2008

			In a sign the global credit crunch has found its way to downtown Calgary, construction of THE BOW, the $1.4-billion landmark skyscraper and future home of Encana Corp., is in danger of being halted as the owner and developer attempts to secure construction financing.

			H&R Real Estate Investment Trust said it has no financing arrangements in place on any of its development projects, including THE BOW, and current economic conditions have affected its financing strategy.

				“Banks today are being very cautious, making smaller commitments . . . and are taking no underwriting risks,” Tom Hofstedter, president and chief executive of H&R said in a conference call to discuss the company’s third-quarter financial results. “(Banks) are focusing their time and their capital on long-term relationships.”

			THE BOW, an edgy steel and glass arc-shaped tower designed by renowned architects Foster + Partners and, at 247 metres high, set to be the tallest building in Western Canada, still requires $1.1 billion in funding.

			Analyst Neil Downey of RBC Capital Markets suggested H&R could face a $300-million shortfall even if it secures a construction loan, and that selling THE BOW or a partial interest may be an alternative way to raise funds.

			H&R is exploring four alternatives to finance its commitments, including selling an interest in THE BOW or selling or refinancing other assets. H&R has about $300 million invested in THE BOW to date.

			However, Hofstedter told analysts he’s “optimistic” that by the end of the first quarter of 2009, H&R will secure construction financing, citing the strength of the company’s strong relationships with its banking syndicate, the 100 per cent pre-lease status of the project and the capital it’s already committed to the project as drivers.

			Developers in Calgary may not be as lucky. Many are having a tough time accessing money due to the global credit crunch. In Calgary, building permits on five projects are set to expire from inactivity, and the Gateway Midtown condo site in the Beltline is idle.

			City officials have had to seal empty construction pits from the public, as soaring costs see more of them pulling the plug on projects.

			Last week, the City had to take on the responsibility of safeguarding the Manchester Station condominium project site at 2nd Street and 53rd Avenue S.E. on behalf of the owner. Construction had ground to a halt and the land has sat empty for months.

			In the call, Hofstedter refused to discuss further details pertaining to THE BOW.

			Encana spokesman Alan Boras deferred all questions about development and construction of THE BOW to H&R. Encana sold the project to H&R last February for $70 million.

			Encana’s 3, 200 employees, currently spread out in five buildings, are slated to move in by 2011.

			“We are a future tenant, we have a long-term lease and we expect to move into THE BOW when it is completed,” Boras said.

			Even Encana, Canada’s largest oil and gas producer, has felt the wrath of the global credit crisis. Last month, Encana postponed plans to spin off its oilsands unit into a separate company, blaming crumbling financial markets for the delay.

			The split, which was supposed to take effect in early 2009, will likely wait until clear signs of stabilization return to global equity markets, the company said.

			Encana’s shares have fallen nearly 19 per cent this year, sending its market cap down to $41 billion.

			

			BOW BREAKS BUT WON’T STALL: CONSTRUCTION TO RESUME FOLLOWING HOLIDAY HIATUS

			By Jason Markusoff
December 20, 2008

			With plenty of eye candy out there for economic doomsday watchers — oil and housing price plunges, “recession” and “deficit” warnings — an eerie quiet at Calgary’s largest downtown construction site could signal even more trouble on the horizon.

			Construction workers at THE BOW, however, are simply starting a two-week break for the holidays, as one of the project’s developers stressed repeatedly Friday.

			Despite its owners’ difficulties securing financing for the $1.4-billion BOW project and the ugly trend of Calgary condominium projects becoming idled craters, the iconic office tower will have 30 of its 58 storeys erected by the end of 2009, and remains on schedule, said Michael Brown of Matthews Southwest.

			“I wouldn’t read too far into this — we’re talking about two weeks,” he told reporters.

			Besides it being an ordinary time for a hiatus, the project must await new steel shipments after better-than-expected progress during the unusually warm November and early December, Brown noted.

			Crews will return Jan. 5.

			The not-to-worry announcement provides a different sign of these extremely anxious and speculation-laden times, when clouds of concern hover over large projects, from the oilsands to the Beltline.

			“I think people are looking up at the sky and if they don’t see the cable moving on the crane, there are questions of whether or not the project is proceeding,” said Bruce Graham, president of Calgary Economic Development.  “So I think they’re being forthright and being proactive about communicating because it is perhaps the most prominent development project that’s underway in our city.”

			Brown also explained that Calgarians peeking curiously through the peepholes on Centre Street or 6th Avenue S.E. might not have seen many workers around the girders or on the ground recently. Some 160 are working out of sight on the inner structure, he said.

			“This is a tower that, just like when the Calgary Tower was built, Calgarians look at it and speculate . . . ‘How is THE BOW doing today?’” the development manager said. “So we feel the responsibility to put out as much information as we can so people know what their building is going to look like.”

			H&R Real Estate Investment Trust revealed last month that the global credit squeeze has left it unable to get any of its major projects fully financed, including THE BOW.

			H&R officials could not be reached for comment Friday, but Brown said the shutdown was unrelated to financing.

			Energy giant Encana’s 3, 200 employees, scattered among many downtown buildings, are scheduled to begin moving into the crescent-shaped BOW in late 2011.

			“Whither THE BOW?” has also sprung up as a hot question this year as Encana announced in May it was splitting into separate oilsands and natural gas firms, and then postponed that move five months later.

			“A large project like that always has extra scrutiny, and certainly THE BOW has gotten a lot of people excited about architecture in this city,” said Ald. Druh Farrell. “Because of that extra scrutiny, people are worried whether it will actually be completed. I also think there’s a sort of schadenfreude . . . a secret pleasure when some things fail.”

			Brown and Graham both said there’s no hint the project will fail or be halted, especially with Encana leasing the full building.

			But the developer did warn of some slight traffic headaches in 2009, although nothing on par with the 6th Avenue S.E. shutdown that lasted nearly a year.

			As THE BOW’s skeleton grows from two to 30 storeys in the next year of construction, crews will haul in steel beams nearly 14 metres long.

			“We are going to have some of the biggest pieces of steel that you’re ever going to see,” Brown said.

			“So you’re going to see some closures on Centre Street. We’re working to minimize it,” he added, suggesting most of the work will occur during evenings or weekends.
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			Michael Brown, of Matthews Development, says work on THE BOW remains on schedule.

			Stuart Gradon, Calgary Herald

			DOWNTURN HITS BOW PLANS: DEVELOPER BLAMES THE ECONOMY AS MAIN SKYSCRAPER PROCEEDS

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 2, 2009

			The south block of THE BOW skyscraper project – which was to house office, retail and cultural space – has been “deferred” due to the challenging economic times. Construction for the time being will be stopped at grade level.

			But the main iconic 58-storey tower, which will be the future headquarters for Encana Corp., continues to be constructed as planned.

			In an annual information form filed this week, the owner of the project H&R REIT said: “The REIT and Encana have agreed to defer the development of the above-grade part of the south block. Encana has agreed to reimburse the REIT for certain development costs incurred to date in respect to the south block. The REIT is currently bearing the risk for construction overruns and project delays as the REIT does not have a fixed price contract on this project.

			“The REIT is working toward securing construction financing for THE BOW . . . The REIT’s ability to obtain financing for its development commitments is a material uncertainty which may cast significant doubt on the ability of the REIT to continue as a going concern.”

			The REIT is developing the massive two-million-square-foot BOW tower at a budgeted cost of about $1.5 billion.

			In a statement released Wednesday afternoon, Larry Froom, the REIT’s CFO, said: “To be clear, the operative word in this statement is ‘defer.’ The south block is not being capped or cancelled. H&R is deferring the south block as a result of the current economic climate.”

			He said the REIT is “making use of the phasing ability to focus on the north tower construction.

			“Construction continues on the below grade of the south block and has been designed to accommodate the above grade south block development. Later this month, H&R will provide further details on overall developments regarding financing of THE BOW,” said Froom, adding that progress on the north tower is on schedule.

			Mayor Dave Bronconnier said the REIT is meeting all of its obligations and commitments to the city regarding the project.

			The 200,000-square-foot south block part of the project is for a smaller office building housing office, retail and arts and cultural space.

			It is to be a seven-storey complex to be built where the historic York Hotel formerly existed. The complex is to be built using bricks taken from the demolished hotel.

			Alan Boras, spokesman for Encana, said it has reached an agreement with the REIT to essentially phase the south block development.

			“They are working toward taking it up to grade and essentially that will be filled with a parking lot up to ground (level),” said Boras. “So they’re going to phase the second part and they’ve done that because of the economic environment.”

			The deferral of the south block part of the project is a minor set-back and a reflection of the economy the city is experiencing, said Bruce Graham, president and CEO of Calgary Economic Development.

			“Everybody out there is being cautious,” he said. “We just got a small dose of reality with the fact that Encana and H&R are taking measured steps on this.”

			The entire project is located on two blocks along Centre Street S. and 5th and 6th avenues S.E.

			BOW PROJECT SECURES FUNDS

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 3, 2009

			The developer of the iconic 58-storey BOW tower has announced it has secured the financing to continue moving forward with the $1.5-billion project in the heart of downtown Calgary.

			Wednesday night, H&R Real Estate Investment Trust said, “commitments have been secured from various Canadian financial institutions resulting in the successful syndication, co-led by RBC Capital Markets and TD Securities, of a $425-million construction facility.”

			The announcement came after news that the south block of THE BOW skyscraper project – which was to house office, retail and cultural space – had been deferred due to the challenging economic times, and construction for the time being will be stopped at grade level on that site.

			In a news release Wednesday night, H&R president and CEO Tom Hofstedter said securing financing for the main tower is an important milestone in the two-million-square-foot development that will become the headquarters for Encana Corp.

			“This major financing is a testament to the confidence that Canadian financial institutions have in H&R’s ability to build a landmark office tower successfully,” he said.

			Earlier this week, the REIT said it is bearing the risk for construction overruns and project delays as it does not have a fixed-price contract on this project.

			ENCANA SHAREHOLDERS GIVE GREEN LIGHT TO SPLIT: MOVE EXPECTED TO CREATE OVER 200 JOBS IN CALGARY

			By Shaun Polczer
November 26, 2009

			After fits and starts, Canada’s largest oil and gas producer formally split itself into two separate parts — Encana Corp., a pure play natural gas company, and Cenovus Energy, an oilsands and heavy oil producer.

			The vote was carried by an overwhelming 99 per cent majority of shareholders at a special meeting in Calgary on Wednesday.

			After the vote, Encana CEO Randy Eresman said he had “mixed emotions” about breaking up Canada’s flagship energy producer. However, he said the split would result in higher share prices for each of the new companies.

			“This is a very exciting moment in the evolution of Encana,” he said, indicating he was surprised by the level of support for the deal. “It (99 per cent support) is kind of unheard of in any transaction. It’s very positive.”

			Eresman will stay on as CEO of the new Encana while chief financial officer Brian Ferguson will assume the leadership of Cenovus.

			“Encana is truly a success story. We plan to continue that tradition of success and innovation as we build another tremendous company called Cenovus,” Ferguson said. “From the moment of its creation, we expect Cenovus will be an industry leader.”

			Pending court and regulatory approvals, the split will take effect Nov. 30, and the two companies will begin operating independently of each other on Dec. 1. Although smaller, each company will still be among Canada’s largest corporations, worth about $20 billion each.

			Each new company will be housed in THE BOW tower, currently under construction in downtown Calgary. Building plans have been modified to accommodate each unit in one building.

			Unlike the merger of Petro-Canada and Suncor that resulted in 1,000 layoffs, the Encana split is expected to create more than 200 head office jobs in Calgary, Eresman said.

			The road to creating the two companies was a rocky one.

			Encana first considered converting itself into a royalty trust, but the federal government effectively pre-empted the move by changing tax rules for the trust sector in the so-called “Halloween Massacre” of October 2007.

			In spring 2008, Encana proposed breaking itself into two, but called it off after the financial crisis broke and Cenovus was unable to secure financing on attractive terms.

			The idea was revived in September after company officials felt credit and equity markets had recovered sufficiently to proceed with the division.

			The last time Canada saw the breakup of one of its corporate titans was in 2001 when Canadian Pacific spun out five of its operating subsidiaries into standalone corporations, including PanCanadian Petroleum, which went on to merge with Alberta Energy Company to form the original Encana.

			Michael Tims, chairman of Calgary-based investment bank Peters and Co. Ltd., agreed that the successful breakup of CP loomed large in the decision to split Encana. Although he lamented the loss of a large national champion able to compete with the big multinationals, he’s confident each company will be able to carve out a successful niche on their own.

			“It worked stupendously for CP, and I’m sure that was the driver for the thinking here,” he said. “I think it was a historic day when they (PanCanadian and AEC) merged, and I think it’s historic to see them split.”
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			Encana chairman David O’Brien led shareholders through a special meeting at the Hyatt Regency in Calgary to vote on dividing the company into two units.

			Colleen DeNeve, Calgary Herald

			BOW SOARS TO 58-STOREY PEAK

			By Mario Toneguzzi
September 23, 2010

			After three years of construction, THE BOW’s “race to the stars” reached its peak of 58 storeys Thursday.

			The skyscraper in the heart of downtown Calgary, which will be the home of energy companies Encana and Cenovus when completed in early 2012, has 58 storeys of office space and one additional storey for mechanical use. It has nearly two million square feet of space, and will be Canada’s tallest office building outside of Toronto.

			“We still have a lot of work to do on the structure in terms of additional pieces of steel that Calgarians will be able to see from street level,” said Michael Brown, associate vice-president of developer Matthews Southwest.

			“But for the folks who have been working on the tower, specifically on the structural steel, this is a big time for them. It’s kind of a race to the stars and when they get there. It’s a big event.”

			Brown said the first group of tenants is expected to move into the building in the summer of 2011, and the final move in for tenants will be early 2012.

			“We’re in the midst of discussions involving retailers for the main and the second floor. We don’t expect any announcements on who they are anytime soon,” added Brown.

			In a recent Calgary Herald story, Greg Kwong, regional managing director of Alberta for CB Richard Ellis, said highrises are built to fill office demand, while developers create a landmark in a city when they construct skyscrapers.

			“Whenever you look at a major city throughout the world, there’s always one or two — from a real estate perspective — buildings that stick out as landmarks,” said Kwong.  “For instance, the Bank of America building in San Francisco. Or the Sears (Willis) Tower in Chicago. Or the World Trade Center, at the time, in New York. Those are all buildings you identify with the specific city. I think this building will go down as the landmark for Calgary going forward.”

			THE BOW, situated along Centre Street S. between 6th and 7th Avenues S.E., is owned by H&R REIT.

			It is being developed by Matthews Southwest and built by Ledcor Construction Ltd. The design architect for the project was internationally renowned Foster + Partners of London.

			During the summer, THE BOW surpassed the Suncor Energy Centre, formerly the Petro-Canada Tower, at 150 - 6th Ave. S.W., as the tallest building in Calgary. The Suncor building was built in 1983 and has nearly 1.2 million square feet of office space. It is owned by Brookfield Properties.

			THE BOW isn’t the only major downtown office tower under construction.

			The East Tower of Eighth Avenue Place at 525 - 8th Ave. S.W., at the former site of the Penny Lane block, is expected to be completed in 2011. The 49-storey tower will have just over one million square feet of office space.
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			THE BOW reaches new heights.

			Leah Hennel, Calgary Herald

			ENCANA TO AUCTION OFF 193 WESTERN ARTWORKS: PROCEEDS WILL FUND CONTEMPORARY ART FOR NEW BUILDING

			By Dina O’Meara
January 25, 2011

			Encana Corp. is set to auction off a chunk of its corporate art collection next month in preparation for the company’s move to its new digs in the uber-modern BOW tower.

			The auction of 193 pieces, from prairie landscapes to native art, is expected to raise between $190,000 and $250,000,  said Kevin King, with Hodgins Art Auctions.

			King helped pick the selection from Encana’s 1,600-piece collection to put on the block, and anticipates a lot of local interest in the Canadian offering.

			“Corporations buy and sell art all the time, but it’s rare for a single entity to sell this amount at one time,” he said.

			The Feb. 7 auction includes pieces from artists ranging from Alberta’s William Duma and Margaret Dorothy Shelton to Regina 5 member Ted Godwin and Jim Davis.

			“It’s been a special art collection for Encana. There’s some history there,” said spokeswoman Carol Howes. “The proceeds will be used to better reflect the contemporary look of the new building.”

			Encana expects to move into THE BOW, currently under construction, by 2012.

			The company’s art collection was amassed by the energy company’s predecessors, Alberta Energy Co. and Pan Canadian Petroleum, and included works that date to the early days of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

			Corporate headquarters throughout Calgary and Canada boast some of Canada’s most renowned artists, as well as international artists.

			Last November, Imperial Oil donated an Arthur Lismer oil painting entitled Dark Pool, Canadian Jungle, Georgian Bay to a United Way of Calgary auction. The painting brought in $140,000 for the agency.

			BOW CONSTRUCTION NEARING COMPLETION: DEVELOPER REMOVES FIRST OF THREE CRANES

			By Shaun Polczer
March 31, 2011

			The latest addition to Calgary’s skyline inched closer to fruition with the retirement of one of its three cranes and the redeployment of two others.

			Developer Matthews Southwest removed the first of the cranes from the tower on Tuesday and will reposition the other two, said spokesman Morten Paulsen. The second crane will come down around mid-April leaving one crane for the remainder of the project, which is expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2012.

			Much of the work will now shift to the interior in anticipation of being occupied this fall. “The first tenants will start moving in the second half of the year,” Paulsen added.

			The BOW, comprising about 1.7 million square feet, reached its maximum height in September. It will be home to energy companies Encana and Cenovus.

			Encana spokesman Alan Boras confirmed that Cenovus, which will occupy the lower floors, is expected to begin its move later this year, while Encana’s move will start in the first quarter of 2012.

			The skyscraper in the heart of downtown has 58 storeys of office space and one storey for mechanical use. It will be Canada’s tallest office building outside of Toronto.
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			Matthews Southwest, developer of THE BOW, Calgary’s new sky- scraper, removes one of the cranes from the building in late March, 2011.

			Christina Ryan, Calgary Herald

			WORKERS MOVE INSIDE BOW TOWER

			By Calgary Heraldstaff
November 18, 2011

			The last crane has come down from the top of THE BOW tower, heralding the end of the major exterior work on the downtown skyscraper.

			“Now the real heavy lifting goes on inside the building,” Morten Paulsen, spokesman for developer Matthews Southwest, quipped. “The job is far from over. But, you won’t see the kind of exterior activity you’ve been used to.”

			Calgarians would have had trouble ignoring the 59-storey, Norman Foster-designed tower once it began construction in 2007 as a hole, spanning two city blocks, closing a section of 6th Avenue S.E. for a year, and then coming to dominate the downtown skyline.

			Cenovus staff is scheduled to start moving into their office tower around the beginning of March, while Encana will begin phasing in its move about three months later.

			The Supreme Group’s 40-tonne crane removed at the beginning of the month was the smallest of the three that climbed the outside of the building as it began towering over 6th Avenue, and had been on the project since November 2008.

			The cranes were how the structural steel framing of the building was put in place.

			One of its final jobs was to lower the other two cranes, and it came down itself in 14 pieces – the largest, its base, weighing in at 11.5 tonnes.

			Its 10 counterweights, used to keep the crane from tipping over, were also brought to the ground, weighing six tonnes a piece. 

			GIANT WIRE-MESH HEAD TO ADORN THE BOW

			By Jason Markusoff
July 10, 2012

			Anna is coming to Calgary this fall. She’s 12, from northern Spain, parts her hair down the middle and stands about four storeys tall, from the neck up.

			Her giant head, in thick wire mesh, is Wonderland by Jaume Plensa.

			The interactive sculpture will be taller than the Family of Man statues by the former public school board headquarters, nearly as soaring as the white Trees sculptures by Bankers Hall, but will appear dwarfed beneath the 58-storey BOW tower.

			As he presented his design Monday, Plensa cracked that if Norman Foster’s skyscraper is the big blue curve in the tower’s logo, Wonderland is the small red dot.

			“Such a huge responsibility to be the small red dot, in-between the Calgary community and his beautiful building,” the Barcelona-based artist said. “My piece is not at all trying to compete in terms of the scale of the architecture. I’m trying to link the people using the plaza with the city.”

			Plensa, in speaking about the larger of his two commissioned pieces for THE BOW, was as modest as one could be about what will stand as one of Calgary’s largest works of public art – financially, physically and in prominence.

			In rough terms, saying the city is getting a Jaume Plensa is to the public art world what “getting a Santiago Calatrava” means to the architecture world.

			“Dude, we’re getting a Plensa!” said Mayor Naheed Nenshi, who reminisced about spending hours at the artist’s 15-metre video installation in the heart of Chicago.

			“The Crown Fountain (is) a piece of art that engages, delights, enraptures, (and) thrills the people who come by, that makes Millennium Park a place in Chicago where the community lives,” Nenshi said. “It’s unbelievable and I’m so hopeful that these pieces that we’re getting here will do exactly the same.”

			Large heads have become a Plensa trademark, as has using see-through materials like mesh. Wonderland will offer large portals in either side of the neck, letting visitors enter the sculpture.

			“People are allowed to walk inside the head and to try to dream about how a head is from inside,” Plensa told reporters.

			Earlier, his website called the project “Wishing Well,” although no fountain feature will exist as part of this piece.

			Assembly of the piece begins next week and will take roughly three months. The sculpture should be completed by the fall, as employees of Cenovus and Encana finally start working in THE BOW building.

			A spokesman for the skyscraper project said the sculpture’s cost isn’t a figure the developers will release. However, based on what the city demanded as a 150 per cent security for the project, THE BOW is paying roughly $2.5 million on public art accents.
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			Spanish sculptor Jaume Plensa says the artwork aims to “link the people using the plaza with the city.”

			Encana Photo

			

			BIG MOVE INTO THE BOW BEGINS

			By Mario Toneguzzi
August 14, 2012

			On Monday afternoon, Suzy Moutinho was unpacking files as she officially moved into her new office space – one of about 165 Cenovus Energy Inc. employees who are the first to set up shop in THE BOW office tower downtown.

			“It’s super exciting. It’s like moving into a new house,” said Moutinho, a senior consultant in human resources planning who has been with the company for two years.

			“Everything’s brand new — except my old files, of course.”

			Denise Froese, director of administrative services for Cenovus, said the goal of the massive move – one of the biggest in Calgary’s corporate history – is to “minimize the amount of time people are not able to work.”

			The company expects to move about 200 employees a week into the 58-storey, $1.4-billion skyscraper, which will have just under two million square feet of space at the corner of Centre Street S. and 5th and 6th Avenues S.E.

			Froese estimates the company will require 14 moves, to be completed by the end of the year.

			There will be about 2,100 employees involved in the move, but the company has about 2,300 offices in THE BOW to accommodate future growth.

			The company will occupy floors three to 28.

			“We’re in the midst of transitioning between buildings,” Froese said. “We’re trying really hard to make sure that all of our offices are very consistent.”

			About 30 per cent of the company’s workforce will work outside THE BOW building, she added.

			Froese said the company is committed to innovation in the design of the new office space, including attention to different types of spaces and work environments, technology and ergonomics.

			“We’ve tried to make this space uniquely Cenovus,” said Froese. “This is a really exciting time for us. We’ve been preparing a long time for this moment.”

			Encana Corp. will occupy the upper half of THE BOW.  Jay Averill, spokesman for Encana, said the Cenovus move is a great milestone for the building.

			“We plan to begin our moves in October with the majority of our staff in by the end of the year,” he said.

			THE BOW will be home to about 2,000 Encana employees, with another 800 people in the adjoining Telus building. Encana will be moving from its seven downtown office buildings into two.

			THE BOW project was announced in October 2006. It was initially owned by Encana but sold to H&R Real Estate Investment Trust.

			Features of THE BOW:

			•	Five main entrances into THE BOW building;

			•	Two pieces of public art in plaza area;

			•	Main floor retail in place by the fall;

			•	Six floors of underground parking with connection under 6th Avenue to 7th Avenue;

			•	1,361 parking spots;

			•	About 400 parking spots for bicycles;

			•	42 elevators;

			•	Total square footage is equal to 48 Saddledomes;

			•	“Sky Gardens” on 24th and 54th floors;

			•	32,000-square-foot floor plates are about half the size of a football field;

			•	4,500 offices in the building.

			GIVING AT THE OFFICE: CENOVUS DONATING EQUIPMENT

			By Mario Toneguzzi
February 2, 2013

			One of Calgary’s biggest ever office moves will bring new comfort to hundreds of city charities and non-profit groups.

			Cenovus Energy, which completed its move into THE BOW tower in December is giving away more than 4,000 pieces of office furniture and equipment.

			“With community investment at Cenovus, we want fresh ideas and fresh approaches, which is how we run Cenovus,” Lynne Douglas, the company’s group lead of community investment, said Friday as interested groups browsed sample items in the office tower’s 24th-floor Skygarden.

			“This was a great opportunity to give back in a meaningful way,” she said.

			Douglas said the company is focused on impact, not the dollar value, of its Cenovus Suite Give-Away.

			“What we find is our community organizations don’t have the same resources that we have access to. And by giving them furniture in this manner it’s freeing up their dollars to re-invest back into their programs and initiatives and it’s just a great way for us to give back, too. So it’s a win-win.”

			Interested charitable groups – registration was held late last year – can browse an online catalogue of 460 office suites and equipment, including projectors, white boards, flip charts, refrigerators and microwaves.

			Cenovus will deliver the items free of charge. The company is working with DeliverGood, an organization connecting charities and non-profits who need supplies, equipment or furniture, with those who have items to donate.

			“It’s really big in that it significantly impacts their bottom line if we’re just talking from that perspective because they can now use their money to spend on programming in the community and not on infrastructure,” said Robb Price, founder of DeliverGood.

			“It also just gives them a new refresh sense. This is stuff that a lot of charities operating on really tight budgets can’t afford and so now they’re able to kind of free up some of their dollars, some of their donor dollars, to focus more on the great work they do in the communities.”

			Suzanne Jackett, chief executive of Between Friends, was an early recipient of 12 office suites in December.

			“Our organization has been rejuvenated by this,” she said. “We are able to grow our staff because of (the) Cenovus great donation. . . It’s allowed us a great deal more flexibility in our office.”

			Cenovus is occupying floors three to 28 of the 58-storey BOW skyscraper. The company moved 1,834 people into the building between mid-August and the end of 2012.

			Encana Corp. will occupy floors 29 to 55 in THE BOW.

			Currently it has moved about 1,400 staff into the building with about 400 still to be moved. It’s expected the move will be completed by the spring.
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			Suzy Moutinho, among the first Cenovus employees to move into the THE BOW tower, unpacks files.

			Lorraine Hjalte, Calgary Herald
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			THE BOW’s interior is now ready for occupancy.

			Lorraine Hjalte, Calgary Herald
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			Maps help office workers find their way around the new tower.

			Lorraine Hjalte, Calgary Herald

			BOW TOWER DAZZLES ON WORLD STAGE: CALGARY PROJECT HEADS LIST OF CORPORATE BUILDINGS

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 13, 2013

			Calgary’s BOW tower heads a list ranking the world’s most spectacular corporate buildings.

			The globe’s most “dazzling” buildings were compiled by a jury of building experts from Emporis, a German-based database on building and construction projects.

			“It’s a nice pat on the back. It was an incredible team effort,” said Jack Matthews, president of Matthews Southwest, which was in charge of building the $1.4-billion BOW.

			The 58-storey tower was announced in October 2006. It was initially owned by Encana but later sold to H&R Real Estate Investment Trust. Energy giants Encana and Cenovus – with more than 3,600 employees between them – are the building’s main tenants.

			“It took a vision of a tenant that wanted to step out there and took a great architect that was willing to work with us and make sure everything worked properly and you’ve got a city that sort of held our hand at the beginning and pushed us a couple of times, but always properly,” said Matthews.

			The design architect on THE BOW was Foster + Partners.

			“It really speaks to Calgary’s maturity and significance in the office and even the architectural world now – across the globe. We’re no longer considered that plain, vanilla box market that we once were,” said Susan Thompson, business development manager for real estate with Calgary Economic Development.

			She said THE BOW has also set a standard for future office tower development in the city.

			“I think there is some pressure on the rest of the office market now to live up to a higher standard,” said Thompson. “We’re starting to see more architectural features on a lot of buildings.”

			“The taller, the bigger, the more eye-catching the better: More and more companies around the world are investing millions in spectacular corporate buildings in a desire to express their identity through architecture,” said Emporis.

			The BMW Building in Munich, New York’s Hearst Tower, the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur and General Motors’ Renaissance Center in Detroit were among other buildings on the Emporis list.
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			The view of the downtown Calgary Skyline on April 12, 2013 from McHugh Bluff with the newest addition, THE BOW tower, on the left.  THE BOW has been named the world’s most spectacular corporate building by Emporis, a leading database of information on building and construction projects.

			Edward Tsang, Calgary Herald

			
			
			

			TOWER CREATES A STREETSCAPE IN THE SKY

			By Mario Toneguzzi
April 26, 2013

			It’s like the icing on the cake.

			The 54th floor of THE BOW, with its breathtaking Sky Garden, caps off what many have described as a magnificent building – one that was recently listed as one of the most dazzling corporate structures in the world.

			“One of the design intents was to create a streetscape,” said Ken Hornby, vice-president of Encana Leasehold Limited Partnership at THE BOW.

			“One of the aspects of downtown living is noontime coffee breaks and the like. The tendency is to completely leave the building,” Hornby said during an exclusive tour this week for the Herald of the top floors of the 58-storey tower. “What we have here, particularly when the weather isn’t as nice outside as it could be, you have a wonderful environment where people have the impression that they are actually outside.”

			The Sky Garden floor features a state-of-the-art 250-seat auditorium on the east side and a huge multi-purpose room with a mountain view on the west. The distance between the two – punctuated with panoramic views of the city, tons of natural light, soft seating and trees – is about one city block in length.

			Recently, THE BOW, at Centre Street and 6th Avenue S.E., was named one of the world’s most spectacular corporate buildings. The list of “dazzling” buildings was compiled by a jury of experts from Emporis, a German-based database on building and construction projects.

			“We have a very wide space with panoramic views that again just draw people to this level as well as the other Sky Gardens,” said Hornby of the 54th floor. Sky Gardens are also located on the 24th and 42nd floors.

			“Particularly in the first days of opening, we had a lot of people come in and just sample the views and sample the space and . . . they just keep coming back.”

			The 56th and 57th floors of the building are for mechanical use while the 58th floor is the roof.

			“The idea is to create a sense of community, a meeting place. One that is welcoming and friendly, that inspires people if not draws people to it,” said Hornby of the Sky Gardens.

			“You come into a very open and inviting area that has some wonderful design and architectural attributes . . . There’s an ease of movement and an ease of use that immediately becomes apparent.”

			There’s a common kitchen area on the 54th floor, soft seating and areas where people can find privacy.

			The mountain-view room has a commercial food preparation area as well as a buffet eating area.

			Dawn Lavigne, group lead in business development for Encana, has a north-facing office on the 55th floor of THE BOW.

			“The first time I came out of the elevators . . . when you’re looking out from the 55th (floor) down to the 54th and up over that view of the mountains and the foothills, it was incredible, absolutely incredible,” Lavigne said.

			“Every day I’m very thankful to be in such an amazing building. So I always make sure I take the time to stop. I’m an early riser. So I’m in the office about 6:30 . . . But I always stop and take a deep breath and enjoy that view.”

			Craig Reardon, vice-president of administration for Encana, said staff members are enjoying their new office environment.

			“It’s become a great place to work, a great place for them to come and gather and interact with their colleagues who have been separated in multiple buildings for quite a number of years,” he said.

			Encana staff members were moved from several downtown buildings into THE BOW.

			“People are getting reacquainted with each other and starting to have spontaneous meetings and that kind of thing that they weren’t able to have before. They’re really enjoying the amenities of the building.

			“The biggest thing for us is to provide our staff with a very functional and well-designed place to get their work done. . . We think that will help us attract the best and brightest people here to be able to come and work in a great spot like this.”

			The 55th floor has about 20 offices and six training rooms. It’s the last floor of employees in the building.

			Encana’s senior management team is on 44th floor. One of the company’s working units is on the 55th.

			Cenovus occupies floors three to 28 in the building, while Encana is on floors 29 to 55.

			Maggie Schofield, executive director of the Calgary Downtown Association, said THE BOW signals the city’s coming of age.

			“It is an iconic structure, no question,” she said. “It’s changed the skyline of Calgary. It’s a modern clean structure. . . It probably sets the stage for Calgary’s next 100 years of growth.”

			Richard White, an urban design critic with Ground3 Landscape Architects, said THE BOW marks a departure for the city.

			“Architecturally, THE BOW office tower, with its semicircular shape, breaks away from the rectangular box massing that dominates our downtown office buildings,” White said.

			“The diagonal exterior grid of the cross-bracing also creates a different visual texture from the repetitive grid pattern windows that is so prevalent in our past architecture,” he said. “I love the entrance with its triangular glass canopies that aggressively knife-out into the plaza and give it an edge at street level.

			“At the same time, it is not from the ‘weird, wild and wacky’ school of contemporary architecture. It’s much more of the contemporary glass minimalist school.

			“I like the fact its design is linked to its sense of place,” White added, pointing to the bend in the Bow River as it flows through downtown.
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			Right: Jeff Stapleton, left, and Jess Lazzari chat  in one of the sky gardens of THE BOW.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			Below: Ken Hornby, project director for THE BOW, talks on the phone alongside Mary Ann Steen, right, and  Deborah David, project manager for design interior, in a sky garden of THE BOW.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			The view from the top of THE BOW, facing south.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			The view from the top of THE BOW, facing north and northwest.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald
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			The view from the top of THE BOW, facing east.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald

			
			ON SHOW AT THE BOW: INSIDE AND OUT, ICONIC BUILDING PUTS FOCUS ON ART

			By Michele Jarvie
May 3, 2013

			Stretching 58 storeys high into the city skyline, THE BOW has set the bar for office towers in Calgary. The architectural wonder, with its diagonal ribbons of cross-bracing wrapping around a semicircular glass tower, is the tallest office structure west of Toronto.

			For some, however, the most talked-about part of the building is the giant girl’s head standing guard on the outdoor plaza. Unveiled a few months ago, Wonderland is a wire-frame sculpture that has already become an iconic piece of art in the city. Artsy images of it are showing up on Facebook and digital photo sharing sites Flickr and Instagram. It was also the site of a recent flash mob, and it is much discussed online.

			The attention the sculpture is drawing is also highlighting the ways in which THE BOW has set a trend for inclusion of public and corporate art into its design and construction. It’s a philosophy that can be seen on virtually every floor of the newly opened tower.

			For most street-level passersby, that approach to art is seen through the eye-catching public works outside the building. Wonderland was commissioned by an expert jury from famed Spanish artist Jaume Plensa, who is renowned for his public work. He created big head or human body sculptures in Austria, the U.K., in New York and even in the shallows of the sea in Brazil. He is perhaps best known for the Crown Fountain in Chicago which draws crowds to the reflecting pools in the heat of summer.

			“I love to imagine the guests,” Plensa told the Herald. “I love public spaces because I like very much people. Public space is where people can be to evolve their ideas.

			“When people arrive in front of one of my pieces, I love that they could imagine the piece was always there, that it’s part of the landscape, that the piece is one element of everyday life.”

			Plensa used transparent mesh to create a visual bridge between Wonderland and THE BOW because he wanted to link art, architecture and society.

			At 12 metres high, the sculpture could easily have been imposing, but Plensa added two openings to encourage people to enter.

			“The visitors are taken inside the head of that portrait and looking through the real face at the landscape around them and you are occupying the space of the dreams. It’s a beautiful concept because you’re not just a memory or an idea. You are physically in the same space,” said Plensa from Venice, where he is working on a piece for the Biennale.

			“In Calgary, we are in dialogue with this beautiful building that Norman Foster did behind which is very tall and the relationship of my piece aims not to be in conflict with the building. I was trying to create a certain scale with the people walking around on the ground.”

			Plensa also created another sculpture for the northwest side of THE BOW, called Alberta’s Dream. Much smaller in scale, the bronze cast of a man embracing a live tree – a self-portrait of Plensa – is intimate and yet connected to community, with the body wearing names of places in Alberta.

			“It is a beautiful metaphor in the way that our soul is coming up from our interior body like a tree which is always alive,” he said.

			Contrasting with the international cache of Plensa, THE BOW also showcases local emerging artists.

			That was a deliberate, yet independent, strategy of the two energy companies that occupy the building – Encana and Cenovus Energy.

			“Almost all of the artwork we purchased was from young Canadian artists who were either emerging artists or mid-career. We wanted to support that group particularly and make an investment there,” said Craig Reardon, vice-president of administration for Encana.

			The company ran two art competitions and focused on the Alberta College of Art + Design (ACAD). It selected 25 or 30 student pieces which hang alongside renowned artists such as Douglas Coupland.

			“We think (ACAD) is a great source of new art entering into the Calgary and Western Canadian arts scene. We find the quality of work being produced (there) to be extraordinary,” said Reardon.

			Much of the art on the Cenovus floors is also from emerging artists and 98 per cent is Canadian, said Denise Froese, vice-president of administrative services for that firm.

			Calgarian Rick Kokotovich was commissioned to do 26 abstract multimedia works which are the signature or “brand” pieces at the entrance to each floor. In addition, Cenovus recently launched an art competition to recognize up-and-coming artists in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Of 37 entries, the firm chose three winners and three honourable mentions and purchased all six.

			“There are lots of national competitions for established artists, so we saw an opportunity to do something at a regional level,” said Froese.

			In keeping with the innovative architecture of THE BOW, almost all of the paintings and sculptures inside the building are modern.

			“If you go through our collection, you’ll see some interesting techniques that people have applied which are really forward-thinking,” said Froese.

			In fact, there are pieces ranging from a digital installation at the top of the stairs from one of the sky gardens to four panels of coloured pencils stacked behind plastic.

			“We wanted bright, vibrant, bold pieces that were more of a contemporary nature. We do explore a wide range of themes as we want to make sure we appeal to the diversity and interests of staff.”

			Encana has between 150 and 200 artworks on their floors and much of it was purchased for THE BOW through the sale of existing pieces in the company’s collection.

			Froese says that beyond improving the esthetics of the work environment, public art contributes to corporate wellness.

			“As an employee of Cenovus, there’s a lot of pride in seeing that our company, in addition to the non-profit and charitable organizations that we support, that we’re supporting arts and culture in the communities where we operate.”

			And this community is one that Plensa still feels a part of, even though he resides in Barcelona.

			“The problem for me is when I finish a project, I’m completely in love with the site. Calgary took four years, maybe more, so I had a lot of time to know the site but also the people of Calgary and we have a beautiful relationship.”
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			People are able to check out the inside of  Wonderland,  the Jaume Plensa sculpture in front of THE BOW, making the art very accessible.

			Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald

			
			
			
			[image: ch5-15b-man_sculpture.jpg]

			Jaume Plensa’s image of himself in sculpture outside THE BOW; called Alberta’s Dream, the bronze cast of a man embracing a live tree is intimate and yet connected to community, with the body displaying names of places in Alberta.

			Michele Jarvie, Calgary Herald
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			Art from inside Encana’s offices at THE BOW.

			Michele Jarvie, Calgary Herald
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			Art from inside Encana’s offices at THE BOW.

			Michele Jarvie, Calgary Herald
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			 Art from inside the Cenovus offices at THE BOW.

			Michele Jarvie, Calgary Herald

			

			THE BOW DRAWS ATTENTION TO A CITY’S EVOLUTION

			By Valerie Fortney
May 10, 2013

			Whenever he needs a dose of inspiration, Michael Brown needs only to glimpse outside his office window. “I can see the top part of it,” he says of the 58-storey downtown skyscraper known as THE BOW. “It’s a reminder for Calgarians to think big – we can do some very creative things in this city.”

			For Brown, the presence of the towering structure a few blocks west provides a daily affirmation of his own endeavours of the past two years.

			As president and CEO of the Calgary Municipal Land Corporation, it’s his job to oversee the transformation of the East Village from a former derelict area to a vibrant inner-city community.

			While the East Village development promises to emerge as a diverse and dense neighbourhood offering everything from a national music centre and hotel to residential living and urban parks, it doesn’t boast a single skyscraper.

			Still, Brown sees his project and that of the newly-opened BOW as being inextricably connected – and not because prior to joining the team at CMLC, he was employed by Matthews Southwest, the developer responsible for THE BOW’s construction.

			“The two projects have changed the way we see the east side of our downtown,” says the native Calgarian, whose grandfather, Fred Brown, was an East Village street cop back in the late 1940s. “They have helped to alter perceptions of our entire city.”

			While Brown’s comments might sound hyperbolic to the casual listener, his views regarding the $1.4-billion building, Canada’s first trussed-tube skyscraper and the tallest office structure west of Toronto, are gathering an increasing number of converts both here and internationally.

			In 2011, the building designed by renowned U.K. firm Foster + Partners won an Alberta Steel Design Award of Excellence, given out by the Canadian Institute of Steel Constructors, which noted that its innovative external structure system helped to make it the country’s second-largest building in floor space.

			In January, Azure Magazine – one of North America’s top architectural publications – counted THE BOW, along with Calgary’s Peace Bridge, among its Top 10 Projects of 2012.

			The two local structures were the only Canadian inclusions on a list that included the London Olympic Park and the iconic CCTV Tower in Beijing.

			Azure’s judging panel cited THE BOW as an important symbol for an “oil-rich city that’s just beginning to pay attention to the look of its downtown core and the quality of its buildings.”

			In April, THE BOW added the biggest feather in its cap when it joined the likes of Kuala Lumpur’s Petronas Towers and New York City’s Hearst Tower by being named one of the world’s 16 most impressive corporate buildings.

			According to a jury of experts gathered by Emporis, a German-based, global provider of building data, the crescent-shaped building located at Centre Street and Sixth Avenue S.E. meets all the criteria for inclusion on this prestigious list: design, visual impact and functionality of “significant corporate architecture.”

			Earlier this week, I was taken on a tour by Encana’s Mary Ann Steen to see if the interior of the gleaming, architectural wonder lived up to its outside billing. As any of the lucky 4,000 or so Calgarians owning a security pass for entry – most of them employees of energy companies Cenovus and Encana – will attest, it succeeds from the get-go.

			The steel exoskeleton design allows for a city-within-a-city feel of spaciousness; the glass-filled, south-facing atriums on three higher floors create nothing less than spectacular meeting places; as well, panoramic city and mountain views are available from close to 80 per cent of the building’s offices.

			It is, says Jeremy Sturgess, an iconic building that Calgary deserves at this moment in its relatively young life as an urban centre.

			“The building of THE BOW has helped in the recognition of Calgary as an international city,” says the prominent local architect, hired by Fosters and Matthews Southwest as THE BOW’s urban design master planner. “It is one step in a process of steps for Calgary.”

			Sturgess feels that having such an internationally recognized skyscraper in the heart of the city’s downtown east core will have lasting impacts in a wide variety of areas.

			“I think it raises the bar for the City of Calgary and it sets a new tone for what is expected of developers,” he says, adding it will also inspire both established architects and graduates of design. “ THE BOW and the Peace Bridge are examples of Calgarians wanting to do something remarkable for Calgary.”

			For Bruce Graham, THE BOW’s rise on the Calgary skyline, a process 10 years in the making, mirrors that of the city’s ascent on the world scene over that same period.

			Back in 2003, says Graham, president and CEO of Calgary Economic Development, Calgary was positioning itself as a centre for Western Canada, “an affordable, low-cost place to do business.”

			What a difference a decade makes. Recent accolades, such as the city being named 17th overall on Z/ Yen’s Global Financial Centre Index, show how those regional aspirations have evolved into global ones.

			The bold statement that THE BOW makes to our landscape and our skyline, says Graham, is “a reflection that our city makes to our country and the global marketplace.”

			In time, THE BOW’s impressive stature may be narrowly eclipsed by a new building at the site of the old Calgary Herald building on Sixth Avenue and First Street S.W. Upon completion within the next five or so years, Brookfield Properties’ 56-storey, 247-metre tower will become the tallest building in Western Canada.

			For Calgarians like Michael Brown, though, it won’t replace THE BOW as the symbol of what’s possible for the city of his birth.

			“This building marks a realization that we don’t have limitations on what’s possible anymore,” he says.

			“Twenty years from now, we’ll look back and say that the opening of THE BOW was the moment when Calgary changed.”

			THE BOW SETS BAR HIGH FOR DOWNTOWN: DEVELOPMENT IS SECOND LARGEST IN NORTH AMERICA

			By Mario Toneguzzi
June 5, 2013

			THE BOW tower has set the standard for future downtown development in Calgary.

			“As the city continues to grow, as we see more and more skyscrapers being built in downtown Calgary, every one of them now has to make sure that they’re meeting this level of quality – and that’s pretty exciting,” said Mayor Naheed Nenshi as the 58-storey tower was officially opened on Tuesday with a huge celebration that included fireworks.

			“As we continue to grow and prosper and change our skyline, I think it’s only going to get even better. I want Calgarians to see a point in time. I want them to see that here and now in 2013 Calgary continues to be what we’ve always been – an optimistic city, a city on the rise, a city with its face turned firmly toward the future. And I think this building is a beautiful symbol of that.”

			Tom Hofstedter, president and chief executive of H&R Real Estate Investment Trust, which owns THE BOW, said the overall cost for the building was $1.7 billion.

			“It is the second-largest development in North America. The first is the Freedom Towers, replacing the old World Trade Center in New York. You can see the scale and the magnitude of this project,” he said.

			“For myself, personally, it’s been seven-and-a-half long years. A lot of dollars. Many cycles. So today it finally came. You’re looking at an amazing building. Just a fantastic contribution to the city of Calgary, and I think it will set the standards of buildings to come in the future.”

			Ald. Druh Farrell said THE BOW has changed forever the landscape of the downtown.

			“No corporate building had been constructed east of Centre Street. The site selected by Encana opened the gateway of east Calgary and also made the work you see in East Village possible. THE BOW ignited a discussion about architecture,” she said.

			“Along with the changes to our skyline, it’s raised our expectations for all future downtown structures.”

			Former mayor Dave Bronconnier called THE BOW the final culmination of 236 metres of “absolute beauty.”

			“It’s really about teamwork and collaboration coming together between the City, the province, the building owner, the building tenants – many, many hands to make such a spectacular project that clearly has changed the skyline of Calgary for the better. And it really is a grand beauty – 236 metres of absolute gorgeousness. Drop-dead beautiful. That will stand the test of time,” said Bronconnier.

			“It’s what I’ve always said about Calgary – put on your seatbelt and wait because Calgary is a city that continues to grow, continues to prosper,” he said. “It’s anchoring the West with what’s occurring here in terms of the energy business overall and many other businesses. It really speaks to the maturity of Calgary. You’re seeing it in this building.”

			Spanish artist Jaume Plensa, who created the Wonderland statue, which is now situated in THE BOW’s front plaza, was in attendance as well during Tuesday’s celebrations.

			Jim Barnes, project architect on THE BOW with Foster + Partners, described THE BOW as a fantastic building. “It’s been a wonderful journey. It’s been a true collaborative effort,” he said.

			Plans for the tower were announced in October 2006. It was initially owned by Encana, but later sold to H&R Real Estate Investment Trust. Energy giants Encana and Cenovus – with more than 4,000 employees between them – are the building’s main tenants.

			Recently, THE BOW, at Centre Street S. and 6th Avenue S.E., was named one of the world’s most spectacular corporate buildings.

			The list of “dazzling” buildings was compiled by a jury of experts from Emporis, a German-based database on building and construction projects. Cenovus occupies floors three to 28 in the building, while Encana is in floors 29 to 55.

			Jack Matthews, president of Matthews Southwest, which was in charge of constructing THE BOW, said Tuesday was “a proud day in the sense of coming to the end of a long journey.”

			He said on a day like this, he reflected back on the different challenges and felt good about the end result.

			“There’s a lot of different people that got us here from the conception of the idea to its completion,” he said.
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			First Nations drumming and a traditional blessing were key components of the opening ceremonies for THE BOW.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			A crowd gathers on a perfect June day for the opening of THE BOW in 2013.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			Mayor Naheed Nenshi addresses the gathering at opening celebrations for THE BOW.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald
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			Fireworks light up the building, at THE BOW’s official opening ceremonies on June 4, 2013.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER SIX

			A LOCAL HISTORY BUFF DOCUMENTS THE BUILDING OF THE BOW

			by Michele Jarvie

			It all began with a bang, you could say.

			Sixteen years of documenting the city’s changing skyline began in earnest with the demolition of the General Hospital in 1998.

			Intrigued by the provincial government’s decision to tear down a historic building that served the city’s needs since 1910, Judith Umbach took her camera to the Bridgeland escarpment that fateful day. She hasn’t stopped taking photographs of Calgary’s neighbourhoods and buildings since.

			
			[image: ch6-intro-photo.jpg]

			Judith Umbach with Calgary’s skyline in the background.

			Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

			
			“It’s kind of hard to say why. It started as a trickle of things of interest to me. The General Hospital and the reconstruction of the Centre Street Bridge were the first two that I thought I wanted to document.”

			The last buildings she documented are on opposite sides of the construction trade – one was going up and one came down.

			“The whole old Herald building story (was) a big thing for me,” she said. “I photographed that whole block before it changed and I’ve been taking photos as they knock it down. And as they build it back up again I’ll take more photos.

			“I’m always interested in what’s going on now.”

			For the past seven years, that meant THE BOW tower downtown, which houses Encana Corp. and Cenovus Energy. She’s taken approximately 650 photos of THE BOW.

			Umbach said she’s always been interested in photography, and has a personal travel collection, but gained a real appreciation of Calgary’s contemporary history while serving with two local boards. She’s a member of the Calgary Heritage Authority and was a Calgary Public Library trustee from 1996 to 1999, as well as serving as chair of the board from 2001 to 2009.

			Because of that relationship, she has donated more than 3,600 photographs of the city to the public library. And that number only includes photos taken up to 2009, so the collection will grow exponentially as she moves through the editing process.

			“I feel privileged the library would have my collection. That’s so special.”

			It was another collection from a former librarian that in part spurred her to keep taking photographs and to donate the results.

			“The Alison Jackson photos, taken in the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s, really inspired me to do this. I’ve lived in Calgary all my life so I’ve seen a lot of change. All of these things coalesced into a real pursuit now.”

			Many of Umbach’s photos show the stages of construction from excavation through high-altitude steel work and finishing details.

			“I think ‘This may not be here tomorrow.’ . . . Even things like the pouring of concrete or reinforced steel – it’s all going to get covered up and no one will ever see it again.”

			Umbach’s photographic journey started off in her own Crescent Heights neighbourhood and on her walks into downtown. But she’s branched out in the last couple of years.

			“I’m more into including things I think need to be recorded. For instance, last year I recorded all of Crescent Road because I walked down it one day and saw how many new houses were there now.”

			She also documented the entire 16th Avenue widening project, which was a big part of her daily life as she lives near there.

			“To be honest, it makes me see more. The more I do, the more I see. It really increases your perception of your environment to take pictures, and to work with them.”

			What follows is a sampling of Umbach’s photos of THE BOW.

			
			All photos by Judith Umbach.
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			Excavation at THE BOW site in 2008.
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			Early construction in 2008.
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			The Calgary Tower in the background of this photo would eventually be dwarfed by THE BOW.
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			Construction necessitated street closures, including parts of 5th and 6th Avenues,  but crews worked double time for a year to ensure the annual Stampede parade wasn’t impacted.
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			A 2008 view of early work at THE BOW.
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			The elegant curve of THE BOW was visible by 2009.
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			Calgarians watched with fascination as the tallest office tower west of Toronto began rising.
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			THE BOW grew quickly in 2009, as this May photo shows.
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			This red ribbon added a seasonal touch to construction in late 2009/early 2010.
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			As the Olympic torch passes through Calgary on the way to the Vancouver Winter Games, construction of THE BOW is seen in the background.
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			City of Calgary Parks’ centennial flags flap in the breeze, as THE BOW continues to reach skywards.
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			One of the lions from the Centre Street bridge seemingly stands guard in foreground of the construction site.
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			The curved structure had fully taken shape in this 2010 construction photo.
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			Here, in 2010, THE BOW is about to surpass the Suncor Energy Centre  (formerly the Petro-Canada Tower) as the tallest building in Calgary.
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			The view of THE BOW’s construction from the plaza outside City Hall.
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			THE BOW’s rounded corners (seen here in 2011) provided a contrast to the boxy shape of most existing office towers in Calgary.
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			The major exterior work of THE BOW was completed towards the end of 2011.
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			A final exterior touch for the project was the installation of the amazing Wonderland statue by renowned artist Jaume Plensa.
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			THE BOW’s architectural achievements have soared above any expectations.
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