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    Introduction 
 
      
 
    Lions are the mightiest of the big cats and are often called the ‘king of beasts’ with good reason.  
 
      
 
    The lion features heavily in ancient mythology and popular culture as symbols of courage and strength.  And there are plenty of other reasons why the lion should be your favorite animal, as we will find out now. 
 
      
 
    So are you ready for a roar-some time? Let’s go! 
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 Lion Facts 
 
      
 
    The average male lion weighs between 160-225kg (350-496 lb), depending on where they are from. Southern African lions are the heaviest. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The average female lion weighs between 110-143kg (240-316 lb).  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The heaviest lion ever recorded weighed an incredible 375kg (827 lb). 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are the second fastest land mammals in Africa — they can reach speeds of up to 81 km/h (50.3 mph), but only in very short bursts. 
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    The roar of a lion can be heard 8 km (5 miles) away. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions roar mostly at night time and it’s used to let others know they are there. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions don’t only roar. They make a range of noises, including purring, bleating, humming and puffing. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Most wild lions can be found in southern and eastern Africa, however, their numbers are rapidly decreasing. In the late half of the 20th century, lion numbers decreased by an estimated 30-50%. 
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    Researchers estimate there are 16,500 and 47,000 lions living in the wild in Africa today. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Unlike other cat species, lions are very sociable. They usually live in prides that include males, females and a few cubs. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions spend an average of two hours a day walking and 50 minutes eating. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Like the domestic cat, lions spend a lot of time resting — up to 20 hours a day! 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are most active just after dusk. This is when they usually do their hunting. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Most male lions have distinctive manes, while female lions do not.  
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    There might not be any lions living in the wild in Europe, but many European countries have a lion as their national animal, including Bulgaria, Albania, England, Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    In the wild, lions live for around 12-15 years. In captivity, they live for up to 20 years.
  
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Evidence from cave paintings suggests that lions didn’t always have a mane. The mane may have evolved 320,000–190,000 years ago. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Different species within the Panthera genus (which includes the other big cats) have been cross-bred to produce new breeds such as ligers, tigons, leopons and jaglions. Males from hybrid breeds are usually infertile. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    White lions exist, but they are very rare. They have a genetic condition called leucism, which is different from albinism. 
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    Lionesses are better hunters than lions, as they can run 30% faster. Male lions protect the pride while the lionesses are out hunting.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    As lions can only run short distances quickly, they get as close as possible to their prey before attacking. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Young lions don’t start hunting until they are one year old, and it’s not until they are two years old that they are good hunters. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Fossil records show that lions used to exist in Europe and even in Siberia, however, they became extinct due to global warming around 11,900 years ago. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Despite being called ‘the king of the jungle’, there are no lions living in jungles. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The darker a lion's mane, the older it is. A thick, dark mane is a good indication of a healthy lion. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Asiatic lions generally have sparser manes than their African relatives. 
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    Most male West African lions in Pendjari National Park are either maneless or have very short manes.
  
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The word ‘Simba’ means lion in Swahili. The word also means ‘aggressive’, ‘king’ and ‘strong’. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions’ heels don’t touch the ground when they walk.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The word for lion in Turkish and Mongolian is ‘Aslan’. This is also the name of the lion in C.S. Lewis’s book The Chronicles of Narnia. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    While they don’t love water, lions are great swimmers when they need to cross water.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Wild lions eat between 4.5-11.3 kg (10-25 lbs) of meat a day. Male lions need more. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are the only cats that have a tuft on the end of their tails.  
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    Sadly, only one in ten male lions make it to adulthood. The majority die after leaving their pride (they are usually kicked out by the older males) at the age of two. Lionesses generally stay behind in the pride. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions have great night vision. They can see six times better in the dark than humans. Can you see the white patch under their eyes? This is used to reflect light into their eyes. They also have a reflective coating on the back of their eyes to capture maximum moonlight. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions see mostly in blues and greens. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The largest population of lions in Africa is in Tanzania. 
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    Lionesses are pregnant with cubs for around 3.5 months. The typical number of cubs a lioness will have is 3, but it ranges from 1-6. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions come in all different colours, including red, yellow, tan and brown.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Prides have an average of 13 members, but they can range from 2-40 lions. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    There are two species of lions still around today — African and Asian.  
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    Lions can’t properly roar until the age of two. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are ‘apex predators’, meaning that they are at the top of the food chain and have no natural predators. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are also ‘keystone predators’. This means that they have a huge impact on their surrounding habitat. If lions were gone, the whole ecosystem would change. Other keystone predators around the world include wolves, sea otters and the jaguar. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are mostly diurnal — much more so than other cats. This means that they are most active during the day and rest mostly at night. However, they will hunt on bright nights if they are hungry. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    There is a small critically endangered population of lions in western India. All other wild lions live in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The main cause for the decline in lions is habitat loss. 
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    Carvings and paintings of lions dating back 17,000 years were found in caves in France. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    There are two subspecies of lion recognised by the Cat Classification Task Force: Panthera leo leo and Panthera leo melanochaita. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The Panthera leo leo subspecies includes the Asiatic lion, the extinct Barbary lion and lion populations in the north and western parts of Africa. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The Panthera leo melanochaita subspecies includes East and Southern Africa lions, as well as the extinct Cape lion. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The tuft on the end of a lion’s tail doesn’t develop until it is around 5 ½ months of age. By seven months, it should be fully visible. 
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    A male lion cub’s mane starts growing when it is around one year old. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Although a dark mane can mean a lion is stronger and more fertile, they can also really suffer in the hot heat! 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    You will never find a lion in a rainforest, and they always try to avoid any type of closed forests. They prefer open savannahs and grassy plains.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    African lions enjoy finding shade under acacia trees. Acacia trees are also a favorite food of giraffes, one of the lions favorite meals! 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Groups of male lions are called coalitions. 
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    Lionesses may sometimes leave their pride and become nomadic. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lionesses don’t tolerate any outside females entering their pride. New females can only enter a pride if there is a death or birth. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Nomadic lions can be alone or in pairs. They may also decide to join or rejoin a pride, although this is usually after several years of being nomadic. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The area where a pride roams is called a “pride area”, while the area where nomadic lions roam is called a “range”. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Asiatic lions are more likely to roam alone. Male and female Asiatic lions will only associate with one another if they are mating. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions mostly eat mammals, weighing between 190–550 kg (420–1,210 lb).  
 
      
 
    [image: ] 
 
      
 
    African lions’ favorite meals include blue wildebeest, zebra, giraffe, African buffalo and gemsbok. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    In Asia, lions prefer to eat sambar deer and chital. They may also prey on domestic livestock such as cows. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions may sometimes kill other predators such as cheetahs, leopards and hyenas, but they will rarely eat them.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    After a kill, lions will usually eat their prey in the same spot. Sometimes, though, they drag it off to a more secret location. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    If food is scarce, lions will often scavenge on already dead animals. They look out for vultures circling in the sky to tell them where to find the food. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions and hyenas compete for almost all of the same food. Lions will often steal kills from hyenas! 
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    In some parts of Africa, around 71% of hyena deaths can be attributed to lions. When lion populations in Masai Mara National Park declined, hyena numbers drastically increased. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    After a lioness gives birth, she will usually wait 6-8 weeks before going back into the pride with her cubs. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Although adult lions don’t have any natural predators, they can often be killed by attacks from other lions, or humans. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions will often use head rubbing, nuzzling and licking to communicate with other lions. Nuzzling is believed to be a type of friendly greeting. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    There are many large, protected areas in Africa where lions can live relatively safe from humans. 
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    In Gir National Park, the only place where Asiatic lions still exist, conservationists have successfully helped increase lion numbers from 180 in 1974 to over 400. However, Asiatic lions are still listed as Endangered. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Around the world, there are over 1,000 African lions and 100 Asiatic lions in zoos. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    While most lions don’t seek out humans to eat, there are cases where male lions have done so. In 1898, 28 railway workers in Kenya were taken by lions. Lions generally only eat humans if they have no other food source. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    In much African folklore, the lion is described as being stupid and easily tricked by other animals. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions feature in many of the world’s most popular movies including The Lion King, The Wizard of Oz and Madagascar. Which is your favorite? 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Leo the Lion is one of the most famous Hollywood lions of all time. You might recognize his roar from the beginning of MGM movies. He has also featured in many advertisements and commercials.  
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    One of the sky’s most famous constellations is Leo, which is in the shape of a lion. It is visible in the northern hemisphere. Leo is also a zodiac sign. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    If you were born between July 23 and August 22 your zodiac sign is Leo, the symbol of which is a lion. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are the only big cats in which the male looks different from the female. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    In 2002 a lioness adopted an abandoned baby antelope. This was something scientists had never seen before!  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions have the weakest bite of all big cats, however, it’s still 30 times stronger than a domestic cat’s! Jaguars have the strongest bite of all the big cats. 
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    Lions may be renowned as ‘man-eaters’, but the deadliest land animal is the hippopotamus! They kill around 500 humans per year, compared to around 100 that are killed by lions. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lionesses often bring back small animals, such as baby antelope, still alive to help their cubs practice their hunting skills. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions can’t move their eyes side-to-side very well, so they have to move their whole heads to look around. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    A lion’s tongue is so rough it can peel the skin off of its prey with a few licks. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    African lions have loose skin on their bellies, which means they have less chance of being injured if they are kicked. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions have a scent gland between their toes. When they scratch on trees, this is another way of marking their territory. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    At the bottom of each lion’s whisker is a black spot. The patterns these spots make is unique, so biologists can identify different lions — kind of like a human fingerprint! 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions have moveable ears, which can adjust to the direction of the sound. This combined with their amazing hearing means they can hear prey up to a 1.6km (1 mile) away.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    The Great Sphinx in Egypt has the body of a lion.  
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    In Botswana, around 90 per cent of lions are infected with FIV, which is the feline equivalent of HIV. Most house cats are (or should be) vaccinated against this disease. 
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    Bulgaria’s currency is the leva, which means ‘lion’ in old Bulgarian. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lions are mentioned several times in the Bible, including in the Book of Daniel. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lion claws are 7.6cm (3in) long — about the length of a human finger. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    World Lion Day is celebrated on August 10. On this day, conservationists and lion enthusiasts like yourself help to spread awareness about the declining lion populations. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    If you want to help save lions, there are many ways that you can contribute! Many charities and organizations such as the Big Cat Initiative from National Geographic, allow you to donate money or even adopt a lion. 
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    When lion cubs are born they have light black spots on their fur, which eventually disappear as they grow up. 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Just like domestic cats, lionesses will carry their young cubs around in their mouths. They grab them by the scruff of their neck, which causes them to go limp — it doesn’t hurt at all! 
 
      
 
    • • • 
 
      
 
    Lion cubs weigh just 1.5kg (3.3lbs) when they are born.


 
   
  
 

 Lion Quiz 
 
      
 
      
 
      
 
    
    	 What do you call a group of lions?
  
 
    	 Lions are the biggest type of cat. True or false?
  
 
    	 How many hours a day do lions spend sleeping?
  
 
    	 When are lions most active?
  
 
    	 When do lion cubs start hunting?
  
 
    	 Lions live in jungles. True or false? 
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    	 What is the Swahili name for a lion?
  
 
    	 What do lions have that no other cats have?
  
 
    	 Lions purr. True or false?
  
 
    	                     In which country is the largest population of lions?
  
 
    	                     There are two species of lion. Can you name them?
  
 
    	                     Can you name some of a lion’s favorite foods?
  
 
    	                     Where do lions prefer to eat their prey?
  
 
    	                     How long does a lioness wait before introducing her cubs to her pride?
  
 
    	                     In which national park in India can you find Asiatic lions? 
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    	                     Lions have great hearing. True or false?
  
 
    	                     How much does a cub weigh when it’s born?
  
 
    	                     At what age can lions start to roar?
  
 
    	                     How can you tell a male lion's age?
  
 
    	                     When is World Lion Day celebrated? 
 
   
 
    


 
   
  
 

 Quiz Answers 
 
      
 
    
    	 A pride. 
 
    	 False. Tigers are the largest. 
 
    	 Around 20 hours. 
 
    	 After dusk. 
 
    	 One year old. 
 
    	 False. 
 
    	 Simba. 
 
    	 A tuft on their tail. 
 
    	 False.  
 
    	 Tanzania. 
 
    	 Asiatic and African. 
 
    	 Blue wildebeest, zebra, giraffe, African buffalo and gemsbok. 
 
    	 In the spot they killed it. However, they will sometimes drag it to a safer place. 
 
    	 6-8 week. 
 
    	 Gir National Park. 
 
    	 True. 
 
    	 Around 1.5kg (3.3lbs). 
 
    	 Two years old. 
 
    	 The darker his mane, the older he is. 
 
    	 August 10. 
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    We hope you learnt some awesome facts about 
 
    lions!  
 
      
 
    We’d love to hear your thoughts in a review on  
 
    Amazon. What was your  
 
    favorite fact?  
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