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PREFACE

Fun and fashionable as it is to pick on the Millennial generation it needs to be stated up front that no generation before has ever been so misled, so propagandized, and so misinformed.  Consequently, never has there been an instance in American history where a group of elders misled a younger generation into squandering their entire lives, putting them at such a great disadvantage.  Therefore, while this book is highly critical of the Millennials, taking on a mean, condemning, even scathing tone, understand this is more from a place of constructive criticism, tough-fatherly-love, even an older-brother-swift-kick-in-the-ass that they so desperately needed, but never received while growing up.   The reader is asked to have some understanding and sympathy towards the Millennial generation in order to learn from what society did to them rather than use them as a philosophical cathartic punching bag.

It should also be noted that “How Not to Become a Millennial” is an incredibly depressing book.  Additionally, it is not a light read.  Therefore, it is strongly recommended that the reader pace themselves, digesting the full intent of the words written, as well as to maintain positivity during reading.


PART I

THE DISASTER


CHAPTER 1 - THE LARGEST AMERICAN SOCIAL EXPERIMENT

Whether you realize it or not, we are all witness to the final and concluding days of the largest social experiment in the history of America.  Not only in terms of the number of test subjects involved, nor the decades of time it took to conduct, nor the complete scope of the experiment, but in terms of what this experiment boldly set out to do – prove that humans knew better than nature.

On one side of this experimental debate is 2 million years of human existence, honed by trial and error, wars fought, mistakes made, and untold amounts of pain, suffering, toil, and strife.  But after 2 million years and 100 billion human lives we derived the cultural norms, golden rules, and codified laws that culminated into the “conventional wisdom” that governs humanity today.

On the other side we have 50 years of the “social sciences” and the still-living “social scientists” who work within them.  In a mere half a century, .0025% of the time humans have existed on the planet, these

“professors,” 
“doctors,” 
“politicians,”
“philosophers,”
“fellows,” 
“adjuncts,” 
“researchers,” 
“grad students,” and 
“social scientists”

with their

“theories and hypotheses”
“studies and research papers”
“experiments and tests”

thought they knew better than human nature.  That humans had the cognitive ability to not only master the physical sciences such as physics, medicine, biology and chemistry, but master and understand the infinite and unquantifiable social inter-workings between human beings themselves.  That, yes, you could study physics and inevitably land a man on the moon, or virology and inevitably cure a disease, but we can also study the human mind and humanity itself, solving all social ills such as politics, war, crime, discrimination, oppression, tyranny, poverty, even bullying.  And if we can just unlock these hidden secrets from the social “sciences,” these social “scientists” can usher in what nobody else in history could.

Utopia.

And so these social scientists set out about 50 years ago to unlock the secrets and algorithms of humanity.  They’d study politics, economics, sociology, religion, history, government, linguistics, communications, and sexuality.  They’d study psychology, psychiatry, philosophy, women’s studies, the human mind, and people’s genders.  They’d study Latino-cultures, Afro-cultures, Anglo-cultures, Asian-cultures, Aboriginal-cultures, and “international relations.”  And they’d study zoology, anthropology, marriage studies, familial studies, early childhood development, education, and special education.  Every possible angle, aspect, inch, and trait of humanity they would study.  And soon, after decades of time and billions of hours of research, an impressive body of work started to form.  Hypotheses were tested, theories established, and ultimately these social studies codified into official disciplines of academic research.  The social scientists were so close to unlocking the secret to utopia they could taste it.  They just needed a test subject to prove they were right.  A human guinea pig to turn into an ubermensch.  Preferably, an entire generation to truly usher in utopia on a nationwide scale, ultimately validating the social sciences, as well as themselves.

Thankfully, this ideal test subject was already in the making and at the ideal time too.  By the 1980’s the social sciences had evolved into a formalized study just itching for its first legitimate test subject.  Also, it really wasn’t until the 1980’s that significant government money would flood into academia, making these experiments financially possible anyway.  But most importantly, by the 1980’s the perfect test subject was already being born – the echo boom.  They were called the “echo boom” because they were “echo babies” of their parents – the Baby Boomers.  Consequently, like the Boomers, they too would become a large, pronounced, and distinguishably different generation from others.  But they would also become a social scientist’s dream-come-true as they would all be born into the same economic, political, and sociological environment.

You combine these four traits:

- a codified, maturing academic study whose theories needed to be tested
- adequate funding
- an entirely distinguishable test-subject generation being born
- all happening at that same time

and you had the perfect storm to finally and conclusively test all of the social sciences.  You had the ability to see if the billions of human hours and trillions of government dollars were wasted or invested.  You even had the chance to witness the utopia we were promised being born.  And the generation that was going to make this all possible, the generation of human test subjects who would usher us into this utopian world would be the echo-boomers.

AKA…

the Millennials.


CHAPTER 2 - THE GUINEA PIG GENERATION

Some 30 years later we have our answer to the great experiment.  Human nature, with its 100 billion participants, 2 million year track record, and derived conventional wisdom absolutely knows better than the social scientists and their precious social sciences.  Matter of fact, not only was nature better, but the social scientists were absolutely, completely wrong about well…everything.  It’s almost as if they purposely set out to come up with the absolute worst possible advice ever, arguably aiming to destroy humanity rather than deliver it to utopia.  And the Millennial generation proves it.

Though by no fault of their own, the Millennials are by all means a disaster.  They are an abomination, an abortion of a generation where – horrible as it may be to say this – many of them would have been better off never being born.  And while we will delve into the details and proof of this disaster in the next chapter, any cursory review of articles, stories, or anecdotes written about the Millennials has shown a complete and utter failure to launch.

Millennials are so crippled with debt many will never achieve the American dream of home ownership, let alone be able to retire.

Millennials have completely useless degrees that give them no skills to survive or succeed in the real world.  Worse, most of said degrees impair Millennials further by indoctrinating them into self-pitying political ideologies that make them liabilities, not assets, to any potential employer.

Millennials have more mental health issues than any generation before them, but this optimistically assumes their mental health problems are genuine.  What’s an even scarier prospect is the chance these mental illnesses are being faked or made up, merely to beget attention, disability status, or something as sad and pathetic as pity.  And worse than that, how much of said mental illnesses are a function of bad parenting versus an actual mental illness among Millennials?

Speaking of parents, Millennials live at home at levels only southern Europeans could dream of, often times living at home well into their 30’s.  This certainly does not help family formation, let alone their love lives.  Of course, this optimistically assumes Millennials know what their sexuality is as they’ve made up 48 genders apparently out of thin air.

Millennials have destroyed colleges, universities, and higher education, not only inflating the market with unnecessary tuition dollars for worthless degrees, but making the college environment toxic with safe-spaces, anti-free speech codes, false rape allegations, and a War-of-the-Sexes that made the 1960’s America and Soviet Union look downright chummy. 

They are romantically and socially stunted.  They’re addicted to their phones, social media, and dating sites, yet are deathly afraid to go out on a date, ask a girl out, say yes to a date, or just socialize in public.  And yet, despite being in the prime of their youth, record numbers of them report never going on dates, never having a boy/girlfriend, being a virgin, having no friends, and being lonely.  Most boys stay at home, jerk off to porn, and play their video games.  Most girls live on their smart phones trading real love in for digital attention.  And every great once in a while one of them loses it, goes “incel,” and shoots up a place or two in sexual frustration.

They love their politics more than their fellow human, their political causes more than any profession or job they might have.  They’re more than happy to replace the family with the state and in a warped sense prefer to work, commute, and pay taxes than stay at home and raise their own children.

And like their politics they take more value in being a conformist by getting tattoos, dying their hair purple, grooming perfectly effete beards, implanting ear gauges, shaving half their heads, and in general being physically repulsive than they do any accomplishment like starting a business, building a product, paying off their debts, building a house, starting a family, working out, or merely supporting themselves. 

They are fatherless, purposeless, rudderless, lonely, unhappy, indebted, talentless, meaningless, leaderless, unaccomplished, and have no agency or purpose in this world.  They are a failing generation who are simply unable to support themselves, resulting in crippling levels of debt and an unsustainable society that will collapse, not a utopia. 

But above all else, they are blinding, irrefutable proof that the social sciences were dead wrong and human nature was 100% right.  Fancy 50 year old social theories about not spanking your children, positive reinforcement, building “self-esteem,” and replacing fathers with the state don’t hold a candle to the wisdom all of human history has accumulated.  And unless we acknowledge the failure of the social sciences and revert back to common sense, future generations can expect to have the same level of success, wealth, happiness, and love as the Millennials.

Victims in Uncountable Ways

Yet fun as it is to pick on the Millennials and their abysmal performance, the Millennial generation is in actuality a victim.  You cannot conduct the largest social experiment in America, have it fail spectacularly, and then not have some residual carnage.  Furthermore, you can’t blame the test subjects for what their experimenters did to them.  And the Millennials are nothing but the dead guinea pigs of a bad social experiment gone horrifically wrong.

In this regard, you need to put yourself in the mind of your average Millennial.  You need to see it from the eyes of a failed human test subject to understand why they are a victim.  Because from the age of five the Millennials did everything they were told by their parents, teachers, guidance counselors, professors, politicians, and media personalities.  They went to school. They got good grades.  They participated in extra-curricular activities.  They went to college, then to grad school.  They majored in what they were “passionate” about.  And they “followed their hearts” assuming the money would follow.  They spent their entire youth doing precisely what society told them to do with the promise of happiness and success at the end.

In addition to being told what to do, they were also told what to think.  The Millennials adapted the ideological, moral, and philosophical virtues society told them to have.  However, it was predominantly their teachers and professors who installed this morality system within them.  So instead of focusing on love, family, freedom, and your fellow man, Millennials were programmed to be, frankly, socialists of one variety or another: feminists, vegans, pacifists, environmentalists, activists, social justice warriors, socialists or plain ole boring democrats. 

Worse, they were told these leftist/socialist values were what gave them value.  It was the core of their purpose, morality, and meaning in life.   Alas, it didn’t matter what you did or accomplished, but that you held the correct political beliefs that was most important in life.

Yes, you’re a good accountant, but are you a great environmentalist?
Yes, you’re a good mother, but are you a great feminist?
You are indeed an outstanding surgeon.  But are you using zhe/zher for appropriate pronouns?
Yes, you are a great entrepreneur.  But you’re giving up 60% of your income to the poor, right?

Whatever the strain of socialism, Millennials actually believed having the approved and politically correct beliefs gave them value.  And not only value, but the ultimate and most virtuous value one could have as a human being. 

Now when you combine these two things:

1)    What you’re going to do, and

2)    What you’re going to think

you pretty much control everything that is going to define and give a human value in life.  And if these things aren’t based in reality, you are going to put these people through an unfathomable amount of pain, agony, and confusion for their entire lives.  Because the real world is always right, no matter how “passionate” people are about their degrees, their careers, their politics, or their beliefs.  And it is this disconnect between what Millennials were told and what the real world would deliver that is the source of all their suffering.

“A Masters in Puppetry”

The epitomal example of this is Millennials and their degree choices.  By and large the Millennials majored in the most pointless, useless slop they possibly could.  “English?”   “Communications?”  “Political Science??”  “Gender Studies?”  “History??”  There was even a fool lampooned in the media who got a Masters in Puppetry.  To anybody who’s lived in the real world, we all know these degrees are largely useless, if not outright fraudulent.  But when you’re a 17 year old, and your entire life has been nothing but a cacophony of teachers, parents, guidance counselors and media lying screaming,

“Follow your heart and the money will follow!”
“Any degree is a good degree!”
“You need that sheepskin to get your foot in the door!”

you lack the wisdom, experience, and independent thought to question this absolutely horrible advice from your “elders.”

Unfortunately, this condemned most Millennials to waste 4 years of their youth pursuing some worthless degree under the false pretense that it would somehow lead to a rewarding, compensating career.  This is on top of the 13 years of youth they already wasted in K-12 education.  So by the time they graduated at 22 they spent all their youth on an education that would simply never land them a job. 

Now put yourself in the mindset of a Millennial at this time.

All of their conscious life, since the age of 5, they have been going to school full time (time and a half if you consider the bus ride).  They have been told their entire lives that going to college, going into debt, and studying what their “passion” was would lead them to not only a stable, successful career, but happiness.  And once they did what they were told they would enter a metaphorical Land of Canaan where life would finally be rewarding, life would be enjoyable, and they would finally have a point and purpose in life.

Until the first rejection letter came in.
Then the second.
Then the third.
Then the fourth.
And the fifth employer didn’t even bother sending one.

It’s not until they are forced to take a job as a waiter or barista to make ends meet does the initial euphoria of graduating from college wear off and they realize the truth – they were lied to.  Their entire existence was not only wasted, but a lie.  They wasted their entire childhood, their entire youth and a significant portion of their young adulthood getting an education that was completely worthless.  And that future they were promised?  Yep, that was never going to happen.  There is never a larger drop in a human’s life than when a 23 year old realizes his life dreams were simply dreams, and his future is what grim reality is going to allow him to have.  And the amount of anger, betrayal, confusion and pain most Millennials experienced at this point simply cannot be described.

“You Can’t Put a Price on Education!”

But it gets worse. 

Because if you think the average Millennial was sad now, wait till you add on student debt that is accruing interest at a compounded rate.  If the Millennials didn’t already have their souls completely crushed, imagine the added pain, agony, anger, and futility they had when they realized the money they borrowed to pay for their worthless degrees was likely going to cripple their finances for…

the rest of their lives. 

Worse, if they’re capable of doing exponential mathematics (which is questionable given the quality of most degrees conferred to Millennials), they might come to the dreaded reality that they’re unlikely to ever own a home, own a nice car, have a family, or even retire.  Not only were their original dreams destroyed, but any potential new ones were likely financially impossible due to the debts you told them to incur to get those worthless degrees.  Again, imagine how much pain your average Millennial endured (and still endures today) when they had this epiphany.

Politics is the Last Refuge of Scoundrels

With nothing left to live for, all one has left is their beliefs.  And this is the interesting situation/paradox that at least a plurality of Millennials find themselves in today.  It’s interesting because in technicality the solution would be to return to school, but this time for an employable degree or trade.  But one can completely forgive the Millennials for being a little reluctant to go to college yet again.

“Yes, we know the 13 YEARS of K-12 education we forced you to take didn’t teach you any employable skills.  And yes, we know that the additional 4 years of college we more-or-less forced you to take also taught you no skills AND put you into crippling levels of debt.  BUT TRUST US THIS TIME!  If you go back to school JUST ONE MORE TIME and get a degree in STEM, THEN you’ll get everything we promised you since the Clinton Administration!”

So even though returning to school for a legitimate degree is the correct course of action, as far as the Millennials are/were concerned there was no hope.  There was nothing left to do.  All hope was lost.  So all they had left was the political beliefs their teachers and professors told them to have.

Unfortunately, beliefs (especially political ones) have no value and serve no purpose.  They don’t put food on the table.  They don’t pay the bills.  They don’t prompt you to return to school and study something worthwhile.  And they make you powerless to solve your own problems because they take the responsibility to do so out of your hands and outsource it to a “god,” a “government,” an “ideology,” or just plain “luck.” 

Worse, the particular political belief system Millennials were programmed with has an “auto-immune” type of virus in it that prevents them from acknowledging their past mistakes and salvaging what they can of their future.  Core to this is victimhood politics which is prevalent throughout most left-flavored political ideologies.  So if you’re a victim and everything is out of your control and you are completely helpless to stop it, then… 

It’s not your fault you majored in “Translesbian Greek Sculpture Diversity Studies.”
It’s not your fault you spent $200,000 attending an overpriced liberal arts college.
It’s not your fault you didn’t learn to code or do well at math.
It’s not your fault you spent your student loans on an expensive flat.
it’s not your fault you had 4 illegitimate children.

It’s the (fill in the blank)_________________.

a)    White people’s fault

b)    Male’s/patriarchy’s fault

c)     My parents’ fault

d)    The Corporation’s

e)    CIS Gendered people’s fault

f)      Republican’s fault

g)    Reagan, Bush, GW, Trump’s fault

h)    Christian’s fault

i)       Capitalist’s fault

j)       The Jew’s fault

k)    The Russians

l)       Aliens

m) Roving Bands of Monkeys Named “Steve’s” fault

n)    Whoever your professor and teachers told you it was fault

Criticisms of leftist politics aside, this is the real damage being caused by the victimhood/AIDS like aspect of Millennial politics.  The Millennial political religion is programmed completely and entirely around protecting their ego, abdicating them of responsibility, and protecting their feelings, thus making them immune to any constructive criticism.  This in turn prevents them from ever identifying their problems, solving them, turning their lives around, and actually attaining success and happiness in what remains of their life.  Thus, while their Millennial politics are indeed sweet-tasting lies, these lies damn them to a life of failure, financial strife, and misery. 

Insanity

About the only thing worse is the consequential mental pain Millennials suffer as the sweet tasting lies of their political religions never translate to success in the real world.  In their minds and according to their religious ideology, it can’t possibly be them.  The problem cannot possibly lay with them.  It has to be other people.  And as the years pass by, with death rapidly approaching, they will become more and more desperate to achieve success as long as it does not violate their religion or place blame on them. 

Some might double down and get Master’s degrees in the same worthless field (as it wasn’t the type of degree.  It was that they didn’t have enough education).  Some will try MLM or other get-rich-quick schemes.  Some will wander in the desert of part time, non-profit work, teaching English overseas, perhaps volunteering all in the hopes of *finally* landing that law firm job they went $300k into debt for.  Some will join dog rescue shelters or some other form or agency substitution.   And some will white-collar-panhandle as they set up “Go Fund Me” accounts to pursue whatever bogus charity-career they create.  Long as they don’t have to work, math, STEM, code, or toil.  And certainly as long as they don’t have to admit they were wrong. 

None of this will work since it is not based in reality, and the process will repeat itself again.  Just this time with less sand in the hour glass and increasingly desperate (and doomed-to-fail) options on the table.  Alas, most Millennials will die thinking they were a victim, they were oppressed, and it was never in their power to do anything about it.  Many will waste billions in calories of energy hating and seething against other groups of people, ideologies, or other scapegoats they erroneously hold accountable for their mistakes.  In short they will lead angry, hate-filled, jealous, unsuccessful, and ultimately confused lives.  Again, I cannot think of a more tortured, miserable life.

A Generation of Ugly People

But we are not done yet tallying the pain your average Millennial has suffered or will suffer in the future.  Because while the Millennial political religion has handicapped them in their professional life, like all religions it influences everything in their lives.  And by “influences” I mean “completely ruins.”  And by “everything,” I do mean “everything.”

Take for example physical beauty. 

Today beauty is verboten by modern Millennial politics.  Beauty is a social construct.  It really doesn’t exist.  Matter of fact, “big is beautiful,” “everyone is beautiful,” and “beauty is on the inside.”  And if you disagree, or dare to hold onto those outdated traditional beauty standards, then you’re a sexist, a bigot, and you should be fired from your job.  Alas, your average Millennial today gets to look at a never-ending line of morbidly obese women, Soy Boys, effeminate men, boorish women, man buns, and nose-pierced diabetes candidates.  They get to look at women wearing baggy cargo pants and men with incredibly dainty and well-manicured fingers.  Women who belch and can’t wait to prove how masculine they are.  And men who spend more time coiffing their hair than at the gym.  The sexes are an affront to the human eye that neither inspires a man to break out in song nor a woman to blush.  But it does induce all of us to vomit.

Now consider the long term costs and consequences of living in a physically ugly generation.  Why bother?  Why get out of bed in the morning?  Arguably the most important and fun thing in life is ruined!  Men have no incentive to hit the gym, work hard, or become a provider because why would you want to have sex with a loud, tatted-up, obese, masculine woman?  And women have no reason to stay thin, eat right, dress feminine, or be sweet because why would you want to attract some neck-bearded NEET who’s living at home with his parents?  Beauty is the fuel that powers the human race as it invokes sex which inevitably prompts family formation.  But without it Millennials have decayed into an amorphous, androgynous, obese, nose-pierced, tattoo-laden, physically-uninspiring generation.  Thanks to their political religion, the one thing that inspired humanity in the past to sing, dance, create, innovate, build, love, and bring forth everything that was ultimately good in life has now been degraded to ”meh.”  And Millennials get to sleep in this boring, tapioca bed.

Politics > Love

Also along the lines of beauty – dating, or more specifically, love.  Having a physically ugly dating pool is doing nobody in the Millennial generation any favors.  But do you have to make it overly-complicated with politics too?

Apparently so, because that’s what the Millennial political ideology demands of its followers.

Just like being “Lutheran” or “Catholic,” “Muslim” or “Jewish” was a vital pre-requisite to dating in the past, having the correct politics is just as vital (and stupid) today.  Most Millennial women will simply not date anybody who is not a leftist.  If you are not a feminist, if you liked Ronald Reagan, if you don’t believe in X, or you’re foolish enough to believe in Y, well, then you are a close-minded bigot, a sexist, a misogynist, and no woman will want to have anything to do with you.

But there is a drawback.  This forces everybody to date based on politics and not whether you actually like the damn person.  It puts your politics ahead of the individual.  When in reality it is actually possible to meet somebody who does not share your politics and….(GASP) they’re still perfectly fine to date!  This irrationality shows just how fervent Millennials are about their political religion.  How little else matters to them.  How little else they have in life when politics is the only thing that matters even if there’s a person they’re viscerally, sexually, and chemically attracted to standing right in front of them.  It’s more indicative of a cult than it is any kind of noble, intelligent ideology.  And sadly, this means millions of genuinely happy love lives that could have been never were because some rat bastards dared vote Romney in 2008.

They’re Even Coming for Our Fun

And finally fun.  Specifically, 1980’s movies.

You Millennials may not believe this, but there was a time in American history where movies were made to be…entertaining.  I know this may shock you as now nearly all forms of movies and entertainment have to be political.  But there was a time, way back in the olden days that movies were just made to be fun.

Back to the Future
Die Hard
Ghost Busters
Top Gun
The Goonies
The Princess Bride
Planes, Trains, and Automobiles
Midnight Run
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
Caddy Shack
Raiders of the Lost Ark
The Blues Brothers
Weekend at Bernies
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels


All of them, and more, were originally made to entertain the audience and make them happy.  They weren’t there to lecture.  They weren’t there to sermonize.  People already had a hard enough week at work that they didn’t need to be proselytized about “the wage gap” or “racism.”  The real world sucked enough that people made havens where they could escape to, and the movies were one of them. 

Not anymore.  Not, at least, according to the dictates of the new Millennial religion.  Because now everything

every movie
every show
every online streaming special
every comic book
every cartoon
every book
every song
every painting
every sculpture

absolutely everything has to have politics in it because, once again, that’s all the Millennials have.  That’s all they have to celebrate.  That’s all they have to cherish. 

So now the lead role must be a feminist.  The supporting actor better be a Latino, not an actual good actor.  We better change the sex/race of the love interest because we don’t have enough of that sex/race combination.  Are there enough gay/lesbian characters even if the plot doesn’t call for it?  And let’s make sure to throw in a moral or political sermon that the audience never asked for.  Alas, even Millennials’ recreation and entertainment, their actual fun in life has been ruined with their politics. 

Leave No Stone Unturned

We can go on.  There is no rock unturned in the life of a Millennial that is not influenced, tainted, and ultimately ruined by politics:

When you go shopping you have Target using obese models to promote obesity.
When you want a razor you have Gillette reminding you masculinity is toxic.
When you want a cup of coffee you have Starbucks “wanting to have a conversation about race.”
You can’t let your kid eat McDonald’s because you’re vegan and your political religion is more important than your child’s childhood.
You can’t just major in Engineering.  You need to take all these BS diversity classes.
You can’t go to work without being forced to take “sensitivity” training.
You can’t be a stay at home parent because your career is the most important thing in life.
You can’t just be depressed or have a bad day, you have a mental illness and need drugs.
You can’t ask out a girl to a war flick because she might be a pacifist.
You can’t have Speedy Gonzales because it might offend some Latino.
You can’t just be a boring ole straight person, choose from one of these popular 48 genders.

Matter of fact, you can’t be yourself at all without first viewing yourself through the lens of race, gender, and sex as commanded by your religion.

You can’t even have passionate, rip-your-clothes-off sex without signing a god damn consent form.

Everything in Millennials’ lives,

ABSOLUTELY E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I-N-G,

has been ruined by the politics they were programmed to have.

Therefore, put yourself in the mind of a Millennial one last time.  With your past wasted, your future destroyed, and no fun allowed, the only thing you’re allowed to have is whatever good things exist in the present.  Unfortunately, the whole point of Millennial’s political religion is - in a very “Harrison Bergeron” like way - to lower standards so low that nobody feels bad about themselves, nor sees themselves for the failures they are.  Consequently, also in a very Harrison Bergeron like way, this means Millennials can’t enjoy anything good, beautiful, or excellent in their lives. 

No success, no achievement, no accomplishment, no victory. 

No hot spouse, no beautiful children, no successful career, no financial success, nothing superior to what others might have. 

No happiness, no serenity, no peace, no calm. 

Nothing beautiful, fun, enjoyable, or even forbidden. 

Anything and everything is at minimum lessened, if not outright dictated, directed, measured, allowed, and judged by their cultish Orwellian political religion.  And with this political religion at the core of Millennials’ beliefs, they are doomed to a life of failure, pain, misery, confusion, taxes, debt, slavery, frustration, and worst of all, mediocrity.  All with salt added to this wound in the form of madness as they waste their lives failing to figure out why their lives suck so much.

You may find what the Nazis did to their human experiments evil and horrific, and you absolutely should.  But at least they had the good graces to inevitably kill most of their test subjects, ending their misery. The same cannot be said for the social scientists who seemingly were perfectly fine with torturing an entire generation forever just to advance some pet theories.

Do not mock the Millennials.  Pity them.

The Greatest Opportunity in the World

The Millennial generation is truly a human and sociological disaster.  Just because they’re still alive and kicking does not mean a metaphorical genocide has not been conducted against them.  And if you’re somber enough to give some serious thought to their situation you’ll realize it truly is a tragedy.  We literally wasted an entire generation. 

Sadly, there’s nothing you can do to undo a tragedy.  Be it genocide, war, even natural disasters, the damage has been done.  It can’t be undone.  You have to accept what happened, recover what you can, and move on.  But there is hope in the fact that there’s a difference between a tornado that kills 500 people versus a madman who shoots up 500.  A hurricane that wipes out a city versus a nuclear bomb that does the same.  Or an entire generation that gets the Spanish Flu virus versus an entire generation that is indoctrinated with a political one.

One is a natural disaster.  The other is a man-made disaster.  And man-made disasters can be avoided. 

Not only can man-made disasters be avoided, they can be learned from to improve society immeasurably into the future.  This is the case with the Millennial generation.  Yes, it is a human-caused catastrophe.  Yes, the damage has been done.  And, yes, there’s not much left we can do to de-program them from their all-consuming political religion, let alone give them back their wasted youth, let alone give them a future.  But they needn’t die or suffer in vain.  Because what we have in front of us is the key to success for the human race.  Not in terms of what to do, but in terms of precisely what not to do.

Understand that in the crater where the Millennials once stood, we have a road map of sorts to success.  A kind of “anti-map” that would lead any society foolish enough to follow it into catastrophic failure.  But by the same token, the photographic negative of which should lead any follower to unrivalled success.  And not only in general terms of “what not to do,” but in very precise and specific terms as social scientists have exhaustively studied every possible nook and cranny of humanity.  Be it marriage, family, law, politics, economics, education, psychology, drugs, crime, the sexes, gender, mental illness, sociology, anthropology, or communications, social scientists have come up with the prescription of precisely what not do to.

This gives rise to an opportunity that never existed before in the history of the world – a “mistakeless society.”  Technically an “old mistakeless society,” because as we advance we will discover and make completely new mistakes as humans.  But if we can simply avoid the mistakes of the past (thus an “old mistakeless society”) the human race can advance much, much faster than it ever has before.  And we have the most comprehensive manifest of mistakes made and recorded by the Millennials and their Frankenstein social scientists. 

In this sense the Millennials can be of immeasurable benefit to humankind and themselves.  The lemons to make the lemonade.  A motorcycle crash victim whose organs can be harvested to save the lives of others.  The ashes from which a phoenix will rise.  The Millennial generation can be the martyr generation that sacrifices itself so that thousands of future generations never have to suffer or endure their fate, and live infinitely better lives.  Victory can be snatched from the jaws of defeat.  The only thing preventing this is if we have the courage and bravery to admit it.

The Emperor Has No Clothes

There has never been a more blatant real life example of “The Emperor Has No Clothes” than pointing out the Millennials are a failure and the social sciences that created them are a farce.  Not only because pointing it out would incur the wrath of snowflake Millennials, but doing so also threatens huge, multi-trillion dollar political and financial interests of industries infected by the social sciences.

Social science academics themselves who depend on government grant money would have to find real jobs.  The higher education industry would lose all credibility, as well as 80% of its students in a semester.  The social services industry/welfare state would disappear overnight.  All left-leaning political parties in the world would be voted out in a generation.  Bogus non-profits would simply no longer be.  The pharmaceutical industry would lose half of its psychotropic drug sales.  The psychology “profession” would have to admit it’s not really a profession.  The insurance industry, which profits off of them both, would lose premiums.  And this says nothing about the industry that stands to lose the most – the avocado and toast industry.  In total, I’d roughly estimate about 40% of US GDP would be directly and/or indirectly threatened with such an admission and about 75% of Americans’ egos bruised.

When you combine these two things:

	The financial and political interests of multi-trillion dollar industries (including the government), and 
	Americans’ ego, pride and feelings, 


any little kid who dares to point out the emperor has no clothes doesn’t stand a chance. 

Political and financial interests would (and do) immediately respond to any accusation that they are unneeded, unnecessary, and even damaging.  Be it through advertising, law, propaganda, social media, voting, and lobbying the government, these industries are going to guarantee the lie continues to protect their fiefdoms.  But even worse would be the emotional response of Americans because Americans value nothing more than their feelings, pride, and egos.  Parents would rather dope their kids up on drugs before they admit they’re just horrible parents.  Teachers would do the same before admitting they’re bad teachers.  College students would gladly steal from the taxpayers via a student loan bailout before they admit they were too stupid to major in a worthwhile subject.  Lazy people will always blame other groups of people for their poor life decisions.  The Millennials even have it down to a science where they are pros at being constantly offended.  With this many people and that high a percent of the economy financially or emotionally vested in the social sciences, it won’t be until the entire system collapses under its own inefficient weight that they will be forced to accept such truths.

Still, none of this will change the fact today that Millennials are indeed a failure.  None of this will change the fact the social sciences are bunk.  The Millennials will continue to be impoverished, debt-laden, miserable, and confused.  The social sciences will continue to lie to the American people about reality and themselves.  And until we admit as a nation that the emperor indeed has no clothes, we can expect to repeat the same catastrophe that is known as the Millennials…

generation 
after generation 
after generation
after generation.

Therefore, this book is not written for the population at large, but for four select groups of truly independent minded people who would actually stand to benefit from it.

Generation Z and Any Future Generation

While it’s too late for the Millennials, younger and future generations have the greatest opportunity in the world to have the first crack at a “mistakeless society.”  All you have to do is look at the Millennial generation.  Learn from their mistakes.  Pay attention to where they failed.  And simply don’t do what they did.  A policy of “monkey see, monkey don’t do.” 

The one thing Generation Z and any future generations have is a future.  And if they make the right decisions today they can live better, happier, more successful lives than any generation before them.  The mistakes of the Millennial generation will prove instructional as they will be invaluable in this endeavor.

Empiricists and Independent Intellectuals

The second group of people this book is for are empiricists, intellectuals, and people with simple common sense who have a philosophical interest in what in hell’s name just plain happened to the Millennial generation.  That, and what moral, psychological, ethical, and philosophical life lessons we can learn from this sociological experiment gone wrong.  You may not have any vested interest in the Millennials, but out of pure intellectual curiosity and morality there’s a lot the human mind and humankind can learn from this disaster.

“Non-Millennial” Millennials

The third is for the few Millennials who actually have their heads out of their asses.  The ones who majored in the right subject, spent less than they made, believed they have value because of their achievements and mind, as opposed to their skin color, gender, or simply existing. 

I can only imagine the torture sane Millennials have endured, wondering if in fact they were not.  Wondering if it was them who had the problem or society as a whole.  It must have been (and continue to be) maddening to be a productive Millennial who has their own apartment, who paid off their student loans, and who has something more than mere politics to give them value and purpose in life.  If there are Millennials who actually have legitimate cases of PTSD, these few Millennials are it.  And hopefully this book provides a bit of mental respite and reprieve in knowing you weren’t wrong, but completely and 100% right.

“Recovering Millennials”

Finally, recovering Millennials who want to salvage what remains of their lives and find out what happened to them.  Millennials who have the courage to set down their pride, put away their ego, and admit they don’t know everything, they’re miserable, and life is not going the way they want.  They want more than anything to salvage what they can of the roughly half of their lives that remain and are willing to take empirical, constructive criticism to see where they’re wrong and what they need to do to get it right.  They may be down 3-27 at half time, but they fully intend to win this one game at life they’ve got. 

It is these four groups of people who can benefit in some measure from the important lessons life and nature are trying to tell us through the Millennials.  And while most people will turn a deaf ear to these harsh truths, opting instead to believe the emperor does have clothes, people who are willing to open their eyes and acknowledge the destruction in front of us can avoid divorce, broken homes, crime, poverty, ill health, ill mental health, and the bevy of other scourges that plague the Millennial generation today. It’s simply a matter of acknowledging what we know deep down inside to be true.


CHAPTER 3 – THE WORST FAILURE IN AMERICAN HISTORY

(Author’s note – Chapter 3 is a very involved, detailed and lengthy chapter, full of charts, data, and statistics.  The primary purpose of the chapter is to provide the empirical argument that the Millennial generation has failed in all major categories that matter.  But if you either know that or do not need to be convinced of it, you may consider skipping or at least skimming chapter 3.  Still, there are some good observations and points made in chapter 3 that you may find it worth reading, but it is not necessary to enjoy the rest of the book).

“Abomination”

“Abortion”

“Disaster”

These are words that may cause offense and umbrage when it comes to describing an entire generation of humans.  People may prefer terms such as “train wreck,” “nuclear blast site,” “the Hindenburg,” “the Titanic,” “the black plague,” or “dumpster fire.”  But whatever pejorative we decide to label the Millennial generation with, “wasted crop” is perhaps the most apt because of the underlying intention to produce something of value. 

The Titanic was an accident.  The Hindenburg the same.  Train wrecks are rarely intentional.  And nuclear blast sites are the result of intended and purposed destruction.  “Wasted crop,” however, indicates there was at least the intention to do good.  That there was an intention to bear fruit of some kind.  And in addition to intention, a tremendous amount of investment made to ensure the crop was successful.  But despite these best efforts, the crop still failed adding a sense of irony, tragedy, and futility to something that was doomed to be a disaster. 

In the case of Millennials, there was never more of an investment made into a crop that failed.  The Millennials had more years and money invested in their educations than any other generation before.  Their parents put them into sports, activities, clubs - often at the expense of spending time with them - all so their children could be perfectly socialized.  Millennials saw more psychologists, therapists, and counselors than any generation before them.  And more life-coping drugs were given to Millennials than any crop fertilized in the past.  Parents allowed Millennials to live at home rent-free (and still do to this day) at ages last seen during the agricultural era.  Parents even doted on their Millennial children with perfectly privileged diets such as gluten free, organic, and fair trade.  Even reality was bent or changed for the Millennials by eliminating things like grades, GPA’s, keeping score, honor rolls, valedictorians, self-supportation, budgeting, jobs, paying back your debts, and other harsh life realities, all to protect and promote Millennial self-esteem.  Practically every want, need, and desire was considered, coddled, and pandered to giving the Millennials every possible advantage at life.  But just like any agricultural crop, you can overwater it and over-fertilize it, destroying the crop in the process.  And that’s precisely what’s been done to the Millennials.

Though anybody with intellectual honesty or common sense knows the Millennials are a wasted crop, a rather involved chapter is regrettably necessary to show just how spectacularly this crop has failed.  Not only to provide perspective as well as proof, but to parry the very-well-anticipated howls and screams of Millennials being “offended” that are guaranteed to come.  But more importantly, this empirical chapter is necessary as it makes the compelling case as to exactly why you do not want to become a Millennial - so we never waste trillions in money, labor, and resources on a failed crop of humans like this ever again.  And though not an exhaustive chapter, covering every possible statistic of human success, it covers the key traditional metrics by which we have measured life success in the past.

Education

Perhaps what the Millennials will be most remembered for was the tremendous amount of money wasted on their educations.  Not so much in terms of K-12 education, but college and other forms of higher education.  Never had so many people wasted so much money on so many worthless degrees. 

But the relationship between Millennials and education is not as simple as all that, nor can they be compared to previous generations, as college education has changed dramatically over the decades.  A college degree does not hold the same value it did in the 1960’s.  Not everybody went to college in the past.  And, of course, there is the price of tuition which has increased at criminal rates.  This confluence of events created an education bubble that was even larger than the housing bubble.  And because of bad timing, the Millennials were more or less forced to buy into this bubble.  Sadly, this has given Millennials a lifetime handicap many will never recover from.

First there is the value of these degrees.

Many people like to give the Millennials guff about their choice of degrees.  Sociology, Gender Studies, Journalism, etc.  And Millennials should rightly be mocked and ridiculed for wasting four years of their lives and $75,000 of taxpayer money on these Mickey Mouse degrees.  But for the most part, the percent of worthless degrees being conferred has never really changed over time.  Ever since 1971 (since the data has been available) about 85% of all degrees conferred were more or less worthless, either coming from the liberal arts, social sciences, or business schools.
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(*worthless degrees are considered all social science, liberal arts, and non-accounting, non-IT business degrees.  In short, all degrees that do not lead to a job)

What did change was the market value of a degree.  At one time “any degree was a good degree.”  That sheepskin was needed to “get your foot in the door.”  College degrees of any variety did help you land a job.  And today one could very well make the argument that today’s employers are delusional in requiring a college degree for nearly every entry level job.  But in pushing now two-full generations into getting college educations, the market has been flooded with college degrees, thus driving the economic value of said degrees down.  In 1940 under 5% of the 25+ population had a Bachelor’s degree.  Today it’s now 1 in 3.  With a 700% increase of the proportional population holding a college degree, it should be no surprise the value of a college education has collapsed.
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Second, there is the quality of these degrees. 

The quality of today’s colleges and the degrees they offer are a joke.  At one time you had to be truly intelligent, truly part of the intellectual elite to get accepted into college.  Today colleges will take anybody and teach anything. 

The trivium and classics are rarely taught in today’s liberal arts programs.  Half your courses are mere leftist propaganda masquerading themselves as “prerequisite” classes which do nothing to promote critical thinking, let alone have anything to do with your major.  Admissions standards have been lowered to where now anybody with a pulse can find a school that will take them.  Even Texas A&M (however charitably intended) has officially started accepting mentally retarded students.  Grade inflation is rampant rendering GPA’s and honor rolls meaningless.  And this presumes your school still has an honor roll as they wouldn’t dare hurt the precious feelings of those snowflake students with sub-par GPA’s.  At one time a college degree actually meant something, but today it just means you attended high school version 2.0, which is absolutely no achievement.

Third, today’s college degrees may not be worthless. They might be worse-than-worthless in that they’re a liability. 

Understand college is where social scientists tested their fancy social theories on students and programmed Millennials with their fervent political religion.  Safe spaces, protests, fake rape accusations, 48 genders, speech codes, social justice, entitlement, student loan bailouts, doxxing, censorship, and above all else, professional victimhood.  It’s now a daily joke to look at the news and see what child-like, petulant insanity our presumed “institutions of higher learning” are drilling into the heads of our youth today.

This is arguably more costly to students than the price of tuition itself because students successfully indoctrinated with such self-pitying, childish, political slop won’t be able to function as adults in the real world.  They will be mentally stunted, emotionally retarded, politically obsessed, and professional victims making them a huge liability to employers.  Not only will they fail at being productive employees, but because of their victimhood mentality they are lawsuits just waiting to happen.  Worse, it’s not just employers who won’t want anything to do with a Victimhood Studies major, but anybody who might have otherwise engaged with them in their future lives – friends, colleagues, business partners, loved ones, even spouses.  In short, with college education being more of a life crippling mind-virus than it is a galvanizing experience that improves one as an adult, you mentally handicap college students and thus destroy the quality of life these young men and women will be capable of enjoying simply because no productive or quality person will want to have anything to do with them.

This then leads to the fourth difference between degrees of today versus that of yesteryear - the consequence of these degrees.  You take the quality, type, volume, and liability-like traits of these degrees and it’s a guarantee you’ll be underemployed, if not outright unemployed.

The waiter with a Master’s degree is a stereotype for a reason.  “What does a sociology major ask you? – Do you want fries with that?” is a joke for the same.  Today nobody hires college graduates unless you have a skilled degree or trade that is in demand.  This has resulted in most college graduates today being unemployed or underemployed, as well as completely confused, even depressed as to why they’re not as successful as they were promised they’d be.

But measuring the disproportionate unemployment and “under-employment” the Millennial generation suffers is not as straight forward as one might imagine.  Macro-economic factors (such as The Great Recession) mask the data, and often times the age-related unemployment data you’re seeking simply doesn’t exist.  But using the information we do have, the Millennials (despite being the most educated generation) are the most underemployed generation, certainly the most underutilized.

The most direct measure would be to use the Youth Unemployment Rate which measures those 15-24 who are not employed.  A noticeable spike occurs in 2008 when, roughly, the average aged millennial is hitting the labor market at that age demographic.  Unfortunately, this is more bad timing than the lack of a good degree in that this is when The Great Recession occurred.  Much of the unemployment can be explained by The Great Recession, but graduating with a “Bachelor’s in English” certainly didn’t help you in 2009.
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The next best measure would be the labor force participation rate which measures the percent of a group of people who are either gainfully employed or actively looking for a job. In short, people who actually want to work whether they have a job or not.  Thankfully, the data does date back to the 1940’s and for an age cohort specific to 20-24 year olds.
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The overall trend has been for 20-24 year olds to participate in the labor force at an increasing rate since the 1950’s. But this reflects the larger macro-economic trend of women entering the labor force.  But of particular note is the year 2002 when the oldest of Millennials started reaching this age-cohort and the labor force participation rate dropped, even though there was no recession.  The Great Recession is particularly noticeable in 2007-2008, but even during the sclerotic-but-inevitable recovery 20-24 year olds remained at low levels of labor force participation.  It was not until 2018 did 20-24 year olds start to participate in increasing numbers, but these were Gen Z’ers, not Millennials who by 2018 were 29 years old.  This is a better indicator of the unemployability of Millennials, their degrees, as well as their lack of work ethic.

There is then the “U6 under-employment Rate” which is rather complicated, but still provides us some insight into the employability and work ethic of the Millennials.  The official definition of U6 is:

“Total Unemployed, Plus All Marginally Attached Workers Plus Total Employed Part Time for Economic Reasons, as a Percent of All Civilian Labor Force Plus All Marginally Attached Workers”

Translated into English this means 
 

The unemployment rate

+

anybody who is working part time

+

recently discouraged workers

(aka – people who have recently given up looking for work)

This all-encompassing statistic attempts to measure what is considered “underemployment,” meaning those who are not working at their full potential.  So for example the secretary with a degree in communications, regretful as his degree might be, still is a college graduate and could very well easily be working in a higher economic capacity.

Unfortunately, there is a problem with the U6 rate.  It measures both unemployment and underemployment, not underemployment solely.  So unemployment needs to be backed out.  It also does not break down U6 across age groups, so the measure is for all people of all ages.

To account for this we can calculate underemployment as a percent of the U6 total.  It not only backs out unemployment, allowing us to solely focus on underemployment, but it also allows us to look at U6 somewhat generationally as we know the average Millennial (born in 1989) hit the labor market in 2007 (at age 18), and graduated in 2011 (at age 22). 
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Again, most noticeable is the housing market crash starting in 2008.  Underemployment as a percent of the total went down because so many more people were becoming unemployed as opposed to merely underemployed.  Bad timing as it was, Millennials were entering either the labor market or college at this time, some of the elder Millennials (even worse) graduating from college into this horrible economy.  But what is particularly interesting is how underemployment went up over the course of the recovery.  And not only up, but up to record levels in 2014 where it has stubbornly remained.  But even more perplexing is it has remained this high even in the face of record low unemployment where the unemployment rate has been consistently below 4% (the last time this happened was in 1969).

If you want to pour yourself a drink at this moment I don’t blame you.  But the Cliff Notes version is this:

Even with the economic recovery and super-low unemployment, all the education in the world didn’t do anything to help the Millennial generation.  They are underemployed at record levels.  It’s what’s given rise to the term “gig economy” as there are no careers, only gigs.  And it’s why nearly every waiter, waitress, barista, bar tender, hotel clerk, retail worker, gas station attendant, and even baby-sitter/nanny has a college degree.  This is the most convincing evidence that the Millennials wasted their youth on their college educations.  And this is the price they pay for flooding the labor market with worthless, low-quality degrees.

Well, maybe not the actual price. That would be the fifth and final generational difference in college educations - the financial price Millennials paid for these degrees.

Skyrocketing tuition is no secret.  It has done nothing but skyrocket, going up 1400% while inflation in the US has only increased by 389% since 1978.
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At one time you could be a Boomer, work a part time job, perhaps a summer job as well and pay for a degree, in full, that still had some economic value.  Even as a Gen X’er it was possible (not fun, but possible) to work full time, attend a community college, get in state tuition, and pay your way through college.  Now it is simply impossible.  The average tuition for a year of college is $20,000 (the average between public and private schools) and this says nothing about the living expenses one needs to incur while attending school.
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The problem is parents, guidance counselors, teachers, and nearly every adult in Millennials’ lives were screaming that they must go to college.  Therefore there was only one solution – debt.  And so over the past decade alone total outstanding student debt nearly tripled to $1.5 trillion as Millennials borrowed more and more insane sums to pay for these less and less valuable college degrees.
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In flooding the market with student loans, it was no surprise then that the average loan balance a student would graduate with went from $9,900 in 1993 to over $36,000 today.

[image: ]

And if wasting four years of your youth on a completely worthless degree wasn’t insulting enough, this added financial burden was the one that metaphorically broke the Millennials’ back.  Because if it wasn’t already going to be an uphill battle to find a job with a worthless degree, the added loan servicing costs of $36,000 was just about the worst handicap a person could have just starting out in their adult life.

Finance and Economics

Decisions made in their educational pasts largely set the tone and direction of Millennial’s financial, professional, and economic futures.  Most notably hindering them from pursuing economic success and advancement, even if they may have a decent paying career.  Things such as homeownership, adequately funded retirements, even a living wage are out of reach for many Millennials today.  But rue and lament the current financial plight of Millennials, it doesn’t change the fact that they will have to work double time to stand any chance of having a normal financial future.  Unfortunately, many are so behind the financial 8 ball, it may be mathematically impossible for some Millennials to even achieve financial “normalcy,” let alone success in their entire lives.

First, Millennials’ degrees did nothing to protect them from The Great Recession and the decreasing real wages that came with it.  Admittedly, The Great Recession was not the Millennials’ fault, but it was not until Generation Z came online, along with the economic recovery, did real wages increase for 20-24 year olds. 
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Worse, for college-educated Millennials, it seems the value of a college degree has actually gone down while the trades, wage jobs, construction, and other previously-ridiculed professions experienced an increase in wages.  It behooves the question “why go to college at all” if merely partaking in a two-year trade program would have resulted in higher wages?  And it must really sting that while the true value of a college degree hasn’t changed in 50 years, Millennials paid 5 times the price tag people did 50 years ago.
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When all is said and done all the effort, toil, money, and labor invested in Millennials’ education was more or less for naught.  It did nothing to help them have an income-earning edge over their Baby Boomer parents or Gen X siblings.  If anything it made things worse.  To quote the Federal Reserve study “Are Millennials Any Different,”

“They found that—after controlling for age, work status, and other demographic variables—Generation X and baby boomer families had higher household incomes, by 11 percent and 14 percent, respectively. The differences are even more pronounced when female and male heads of household are looked at separately. Among female heads of household—again, controlling for age, work status, and other demographic variables—Generation X and baby boomer workers had 12 and 24 percent higher earnings, respectively. Among males, Generation Xers earned 18 percent more and baby boomers earned 27 percent more.”

But hey, at least they got “the college experience!”

Second, debts.

I foolishly held the notion that Gen X’ers would usher in an era of stable nuclear families because they had been so destroyed by the divorce epidemic of their Baby Boomer parents.  Why would you want to go through that again?  Why would you want to do that to your kids?  Surely Generation X would grow up to become the stable June and Ward Cleaver family we so desperately wanted to have.  Apparently, I was wrong as Gen X’ers are now competing with Baby Boomers for the gold medal in the Divorce Olympics.

The same thing applies to Millennials and their debts.

You would think that out of all the generations the Millennials would become minimalists, taking vows of poverty and eschewing debt whenever they could.  That they would be like their WWII grandparents who remembered The Great Depression and become miserly with their money.  Apparently not, because instead of paying down their debts, Millennials have taken on even more.
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The chart above is somewhat misleading because only 33% of Millennials own a home.  Thus, the true financial picture of the Millennial generation is where their largest debt is their student loans, closely followed by auto loans, and then a token amount of credit card debt.  The obvious question is “Where did all this auto debt come from???”

One would think the generation that is demanding the taxpayer bail them out of their student loans would at least do the rest of us the courtesy of not borrowing anymore.  Furthermore, with the average Millennial making $35,592, you’d hope they’d get by with a cheap used car, perhaps public transportation.  But it’s as if immediately upon graduating the Millennials deemed themselves worthy of a new car, incurring nearly the same amount of debt in auto loans as they did student loans, doubling their financial woes.  Perhaps this financial stupidity is just “YOLO,” the generational motto that epitomizes the Millennials.  But motto or not, buying a new car has sealed the financial fate of millions of Millennials.

Third, net worth and savings.

Doing a generational comparison of net worth and savings is a bit difficult as obviously the older you are the more wealth you will have saved up.  So it would be unfair to compare a generation that just recently graduated from college against a generation who is buying their second home in Florida and their third collector car while attending a Rolling Stones concert for $300 a ticket.  Thankfully, three economists at the Federal Reserve (Chris Kurtz, Geng Li, and Daniel Vine) published a study comparing the average balance sheet for Millennials, Baby Boomers and Gen X’ers, adjusted for age and inflation, allowing for an intergenerational comparison.  
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The results confirm what we’ve all suspected and the Millennials have certainly felt – the Millennials are the first generation to be worse off than their parents.  This is worse than you think since the general trend in American (and world) history is one of progress.  It’s doubly worse in that this regression is in the face of great technological, managerial, and financial advancements in the economy.  Yet despite the advent of the internet, telecommuting, online financial services, smart phones, even the American oil boom Millennials have actually lost ground as a generation.

The problem is Millennials’ balance sheets are in much worse shape than portrayed above because those statistics include homeowners, of which 67% of Millennials are not.  Making it even worse is that the above statistics also include Millennials who have stocks/retirement accounts…of which only 15% of Millennials have (or at least contribute to).  When you back out the minority of Millennials who are lucky enough to have retirement accounts and their own home, their average net worth is not a lofty $91,700, but rather a paltry $8,000-$10,000 (depending on the study you wish to cite).

There is a bit of hope and reprieve for the Millennials when it comes to savings, however.  They are on par with their Baby Boomer and Gen X peers when it comes to savings.  71% of Millennials have some kind of retirement account (though once again, most do not have a significant balance in it), compared to 77% and 78% for Baby Boomers and Gen X’ers, respectively.  Millennials bank savings are also on par with previous generations where roughly 60% of them have $1,000 or less in their savings account.  Sadly, as you might have surmised “on par” means “grossly inadequate” as both the Boomers and Gen X’ers are woefully unprepared for retirement as well.  The majority of people (regardless of age) do not have enough in savings to sustain them for a three month emergency, and only 1/3rd of Boomers have enough savings to retire…even though they’re of retirement age!  If there’s a participation trophy in generational competition, adequately saving for retirement is it because everyone’s a loser.

The last and final note on Millennials and their debts is that it may not be over. Since Millennials chose poorly when it came to their college degrees, they are likely to incur even more student loans as they’ll inevitably be forced to go back to college.  No data exists on the percent of millennials returning to college to retool and actually learn a worthwhile skill, but if Master’s degrees are any indication as to the worthlessness of their original degree choice, it shows millennials doubling down on college (and college debt) to return to even more schooling. 
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The X-axis of the chart is somewhat misleading as data points were only available every 5 years up to 2005.  But the general trend is similar to that of Bachelor’s degrees.  The market is being increasingly flooded with Master’s degrees as well, partially confirming young people today are more or less forced to return to college.  Soon the day will come a Master’s degree will be the equivalent of a 1950’s high school diploma, just like Bachelor’s degrees are today.

The final and arguably most vital metric of Millennial economic success is homeownership.  There are good and many arguments that homeownership is not for everyone, and often times it is financially better off to rent. But in the long run, if done right, achieving the American Dream of homeownership is in general a very good sign of economic success (especially if you use the traditional definition of “The American Dream” where your house is paid off).  Once again, when you adjust for age Millennials are dead last.

[image: ]

The reasons for this delay in homeownership are many.  Older Millennials were dumped into the labor market during The Great Recession.  Banks were also very reluctant to lend as they were parasiting off the taxpayer “recovering from the financial crisis.”  Lower wages and salaries are also to blame for the deficit in homeownership.  But the main culprit is the most obvious one – student debt.  With student loans and their servicing costs often times costing as much as rent, Millennials are simply not financially able to afford a home.  Worse, while older Millennials may have been lucky to buy at the bottom of the market when houses were affordable, today the housing market has been re-inflated, pricing most Millennials out of the market.  It’s only worsened by the fact rents have also increased faster than inflation, forcing Millennials into a permanent financial purgatory where they may never muster up the down payment nor the finances to afford themselves a home.

But once again, the “college experience” must have totally been worth it.

Romance, Sex, Marriage, and Family Formation

A common question I get from younger men is:

“Is it worth getting my own apartment so me and my girlfriend can have sex?”

The answer is “No, rent a hotel or go to her place. The relationship probably won’t last, so the occasional hotel or month-long Air BNB is cheaper.”  But this highlights a huge handicap Millennials face.  If you don’t own your own home, let alone have your own place, you are putting the most important thing in life on hold, perhaps indefinitely. And that most important thing in life is family formation. 

At first many Millennials may scoff at this thinking it’s their career or traveling or perhaps their precious politics that is most important in life.  And certainly many young people today simply aren’t ready, either financially or career-wise to start having a family.  And this is understandable as they may not quite be at that point in their lives yet.

But can you at least move out of your parents’ home?
Can you at least get your driver’s license?

How about getting off the phone and actually going out on a physical date?

The problem with Millennials is some of them are so far behind when it comes to finding a spouse, starting a family, and owning a home they have to go back to some 6th grade basics about dating, courting, even hygiene.  And whereas every generation before them has certainly had their mockable eccentricities (ask any Gen X’er about putting acid-laced pacifiers in their mouths in the 90’s), some basic 101 lessons have to be addressed first.

Living at home, for example, is certainly understandable up to a point.  The price of tuition, the price of rent, those two variables alone legitimize living with your folks until you graduate at 22 or get on your feet.

But living at home till you’re 25? 30?  Even 35?

Thankfully, the 35 year old who lives at home is more of an anecdotal news story than it is fact as only 15% of Millennials live with their parents today.  But Millennials have practically doubled the rate of living at home over previous generations, returning to levels last seen during the agricultural era.  And the only reason young adults lived at home then was because they had to work on the farm back in 1890.  Today there is no excuse.  If you live at home, even if you are living with roommates into your 30’s, you are putting a huge crimp in your dating/love life and thus your chances of starting a family.
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Then there’s my favorite form of parasitism because Gen X’ers were just as guilty of this – sponging off your parents.

At house parties in the 90’s there would always be that proud, young, 20 something girl who claimed she was “independent” and “supported herself” as she boldly pursued her Master’s degree Fuzzy Bunny Studies.  There was also always that guy at parties who pulled up in a brand new sports car and somehow managed to afford himself a sweet loft in downtown, replete with those slick 1990’s CD towers.  On the outside it looked like they had a job that paid three times what yours did, a bank account with three times the money in it, and a bonus check you wished you had.  But it was something much simpler than that.

Their parents were still giving them money.

Whether your parents are paying your rent, making your car payment, paying your credit card, buying your insurance, “helping with a down payment,” paying down your loans, or even paying your cell phone bill you are not “independent.”  You are not an “adult.”  You are still an adult-child who needs to suck off of mommy and daddy’s financial teet.  And for all points and purposes, even if you have your own apartment, you are still metaphorically a child living at home.

When we use this more-financially-accurate metric of “living at home” it’s exponentially worse.  Half of today’s parents still give their adult children money, and a third plan to help their kids pay back their student loans.  And while there is no way to tell how long this parental welfare check will continue, if we use the 10 year average it takes to pay back student loans, we can roughly approximate that half of young adults will continue to be financially dependent on their parents well into their 30’s.  Again, most Millennials may be more preoccupied with finding cheaper rent and paying off their student loans than getting married or having kids, but if your future plans included either, how can you support a family if you can’t even support yourself?

Your driver’s license is also another basic requirement to becoming an adult.  Thankfully, now that the average Millennial is approaching 30 years of age, this is less of a problem.  But if a measure ever did measure the failure of a generation to launch, it would be getting their driver’s licenses. 

A driver’s license is an absolute must for every reason in American society.  It gets you freedom from your parents so you no longer need to rely on them for transportation.  It allows you to visit with your friends and participate in activities that would not have been possible otherwise.  It opens up nearly ALL of the country to you, giving you UNLIMITED options to explore life in ways you couldn’t before.  And finally, it allows you to date, alone, without a parental chaperone.  All of these freedoms afforded to you by a driver’s license is the first big and real step into the adult world and is absolutely necessary to become a grown man or woman.  And it was because of all these freedoms that every American 16 year old was compelled to make damn sure they’d pass their driver’s test, even if they flunked every test they ever took since kindergarten.

That was until the Millennials.
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Though the majority of Millennials did get their licenses, it was a dramatic drop from levels attained by their Gen X siblings.  As Gen X’ers we made damn sure we got our licenses with 92% of us earning them by the age of 20.  And we would mock and ridicule the 8% of the idiots that didn’t!  But even with all the freedoms, benefits, and perks that come with having a driver’s license (not to mention the shame and ridicule you’d incur if you didn’t get one) the very first Millennials eschewed driver’s licenses to the point only 80% would get one by the time they were in their 20’s.  Their younger Millennial siblings performed even worse, dropping that percentage to only 76%.  A full 1 in 4 Millennials didn’t have their licenses BY THE TIME THEY WERE GRADUATING FROM COLLEGE. 

Admittedly, online dating can be fun.  And you can go ahead and believe you’re saving the environment taking public transportation.  But you’re not fooling anyone.  You were just too damn lazy to be bothered to learn to drive and pass a test.  And when you combine such incredible laziness with the lack of a driver’s license and a lack of a car, you seriously hamper your ability to date, court, and inevitably get married.

It should be no surprise then that while living at home and without a driver’s license (not to mention needing to borrow money from dad to go on a date) your dating life might suffer.  But here there is good news for the Millennials.  Because in order for your dating life to suffer, you first need to have one.  And it seems the majority of Millennials have none.

According to a survey put out by “Singles in America” the average Millennial only managed a paltry 1.43 dates in 2018.  Worse, a full 56% of Millennials didn’t even manage a date at all in 2018.  Dating has never been easy for any generation, but even in the worst of times your average Gen X’er, Baby Boomer, even prudish WWII vet could score more than 1.43 dates per year.  Unfortunately, there is shockingly little data on how much dating previous generations did in their youth, but with some (admittedly, very unscientific) online/social media polling, Gen X’ers and Baby Boomers ever so roughly managed 9.3 and 4.7 dates per year, respectively, in their dating prime. 

It should also be no surprise then with less dating there would be less sex for the Millennials.  After several much-heralded articles and studies from 2016-2018 citing the saucy details of Millennials’ sex lives, it came to light that Millennials were having sex “less frequently than any generation in 60 years!!!”  Of course, this was a play on statistics to gin up click-bait traffic as that claim was technically true.  But the Millennials were nowhere as prudish as their Silent Generation grandparents.  Millennials on average (and so far, mind you) have had 8 lifetime sex partners, down from 11 their promiscuous Baby Boomer parents notched up, but more than twice that of the Silent generation.   This, combined with their paltry dating statistics, suggests that a fair amount of Millennials are skipping dating altogether and going straight to sex, which there’s nothing wrong with.  It’s just sex without dating doesn’t necessarily lead to family formation or meeting the love of your life.
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You combine these four items – less dating, less sex, less money, and living at home - and the logical conclusion is less marriage.  If you’re not even getting out there meeting members of the opposite sex, let alone have the money to date them, let alone have a place to take them back to should you get lucky, marriage is definitely going to be postponed well into the future. 
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But there are other compelling reasons Millennials are postponing marriage, none of which are necessarily their own fault nor foolish.

First there is the fear of divorce.  Many Millennial men and women distinctly remember their Baby Boomer parents getting divorced and the utter destruction it wreaked upon their family.  None of them want to repeat that horrific and unforgivable mistake, let alone irreparably harm their own would-be-children.  So nobody can very well blame them if they’re a little gun shy on marriage.  Additionally, Millennial men in particularly are doubly reluctant to marry.  Not only do women initiate the majority of divorces, but Millennial men have now witnessed three generations of other men getting divorced.  Their fathers were divorced when they were young children.  Their older Gen X brothers when they were teenagers.  And today every Millennial man knows at least one friend who’s been divorced.  And since it is still the men who do the proposing (and women who do the divorcing), they are also a little bit gun shy to commit to a woman, often choosing to cohabitate instead since it is legally safer.

Second, it’s prudent and wise to wait until you’re financially ready to marry and have children.  Unfortunate as it may be, the truth is Millennials do have large sums of debt that need to be taken care of before taking on the fiscal responsibilities of starting a family.  Combine this with the lackluster earnings Millennials face in the labor market, one almost has to tip their hat to them for making such a mature decision rather than just spreading their legs, breeding, and then letting the taxpayer be their insurance policy if things don’t work out.  They’re putting much more thought into family formation than their parents did and it is certainly wise to do so.

Third, related to student loans is an unfortunate financial reality most Millennial women face.  Since the majority of college graduates are women, that means the majority of student debtors are also women.  This would be perfectly fine, if not an outright victory for women’s rights if women weren’t majoring in worthless subjects at twice the rate of men.  So whereas a guy who has $40,000 in student loans for a degree in Actuarial Science has nothing to worry about, a woman who has $40,000 in student loans for a degree in “Journalism” most certainly does.  In this sense women not only have a huge financial burden to overcome, but they are also now a huge financial liability to any quality man that might have otherwise been interested in marrying them.  Men having their own student loans to pay off is already a burden enough.  But adding the financial liability of paying off a prospective wife’s student loans, for a degree that has no economic value, and then add the cost for a wedding, children, and a mortgage, most men are simply going to pass on debt-laden women and try their luck finding the rare female who majored in Engineering, Actuarial Science, or Accounting (or perhaps didn’t even go to college at all).  This unfortunately leaves the majority of Millennial women as perma-financial liabilities which further postpones any dreams they might have of marriage and children.

Fourth, further pinching them for time, women need to avail themselves of their 17 years (19 if you include Master’s graduates) of K-thru-college education.  They invested nearly two decades of their youth going to school, and it would be a tragedy if they didn’t put that education to use.   Young women need to establish a career, advance in their profession, pay off their debts, perhaps get advanced degrees, and make something of themselves before committing to a family.  And I don’t think anybody would fault them if they dared to have a little fun in life now that they are no longer burdened with school.  Ergo, just as men are in no rush to get to the altar because of divorce, alimony, and “half your assets,” women are also just as reluctant to marry because of the massive investment they made into their educations, their careers, and themselves.

Fifth, while women have been pursuing careers and educations to be on par with men, there has been a tragic, ironic, and unforeseen consequence in doing so.

The elimination of quality, marriageable men. 

In pursuing education and careers, women have nobly and admirably attempted to achieve parity with men.  But a tragic irony of female nature is women in general prefer to “marry up.”  This means marrying a man who makes more, has more education, and other signs of status/wealth that women are normally attracted to.  But when Cornell University did a study (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jomf.12603) comparing what unmarried women wanted out of men versus what the available pool of bachelors offered, they found that the men came up short, terming them “economically unattractive men.” 

According to the study, women demanded men make 58% more than what available bachelors were currently making.  Women also demanded men be 30% more employed than what American bachelors were.  And there is 20% more demand for college educated men than what the American Bachelor Market currently has on inventory.

Sadly, in pursuing a career and education women have unintentionally priced a significant number of men out of the marriage market.  If you get a Master’s degree and earn $100,000, but insist on having a man with more education who also makes more money, you are looking at less than .7% (7 tenths of 1 %) of the male population. And this says nothing about whether he’s tall, dark, and handsome, let alone hygienic.  Worse, this pits women’s financial and professional interests against their romantic and hypergamous ones.  A woman should achieve the most she can in terms of her career and her profession.  But unless she’s willing to “date down,” she at the same time severely limits the number of quality men who might make a good husband, and also severely limits the chances she’ll have children.  This inner-conflict, no doubt, has also delayed some marriages/families from forming as well.

Finally, kids.

Given what the Millennials have been through, it is perfectly understandable that when it comes to kids many Millennials can “take it or leave it.”  Normally, children were the strongest, most powerful biological force in a human’s life.  It was the number one thing that brought joy to parents and was the number one thing they lived for.  But when you look at Millennials’ debts, their poor economic prospects, their poor upbringings, not to mention the decade they lost following the lies of their parents, teachers, politicians, professors, and social scientists, you can see where some might truly be “meh” about having kids.  They can barely support themselves, so why make a miserable life even more miserable? Alas, it should be no surprise that very few people are having children, and if they do, it’s merely one or two, not enough to even achieve the “replacement rate” for the population.
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Of course, failing to replace your own population is the evolutionary definition of a “failed generation,” but it is still understandable why Millennials are postponing children or are choosing not to have them at all. 

Physical Health

There is not much that can be said about the physical health of Millennials that cannot be said of all Americans.  We’re all getting fatter, we’re all getting lazier, and we’re not getting enough exercise.  Everybody is experiencing health issues earlier than previous generations did and it’s obesity, not a specific generation that is the cause.  Further complicating a comparison of Millennial health to other generations is Millennials are just too darn young.  They’re not old enough to really have developed any kind of medical conditions or ailments (though that may be changing).  So until they do, a generational comparison of health it’s not really possible.   

But Millennials do indeed suffer in a unique way when it comes to what few health problems they do have.   And it’s not so much because of actual bad health, but bad timing.  Because today Millennials are in their prime years for dating, love, marriage and potentially children.  And when you throw obesity, low testosterone, and STD’s into the mix, you throw a really big wrench into those plans.

First, big is not beautiful.

It’s gross.  It’s disgusting.  It’s revolting and nobody likes it.  You know it. I know it.  You know I know you know it.  So don’t act all offended and shocked that somebody dared point out the obvious. 

This doesn’t mean fat people are morally bad or there is something ethically wrong with them.  It just means they’re physically unattractive.  The vast majority of people will not want tp be with them either sexually or romantically.

Thankfully, fat people are not alone.  Matter of fact, they’re the majority as 40% of American adults are obese and 71% are overweight.  But this spells doom for Millennials, especially when you consider how young they are, how fat they are currently, and how fat they’re forecasted to be.  

Until the Gen Z’ers came online Millennials were the fattest kids Americans had ever seen.
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And they are forecasted to be the most overweight generation of adults by the time they reach their 30’s and 40’s.
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(***The Millennial forecast is based on the percent increase in obesity from ages 12-19 compared to Gen X’ers of the same age.  Data is pulled from a survey published by the University of Adelaide.  An additional study has been done on the matter speculating about the obesity rates of Millennials as they age - https://www.bbc.com/news/health-43195977)

But a mere visual inspection of the American public would have told you this.  An interesting intellectual exercise to try is to purposely focus on everybody when you’re out in public.  This is harder to do than you might think because the human eye naturally gravitates towards what is pretty, pleasant, handsome, or attractive.  But if you force yourself to look at everybody you will be appalled at the physical appearance of most Americans, including the Millennials.

With so many unattractive people, how many men are going to be prompted to ask a woman out? And how many women will fear a man might ask them out???  This isn’t to say that the marginally attractive Millennials won’t begrudgingly pair up with other marginally attractive Millennials and have really crappy sex, but there will be absolutely no lust, passion, carnal desire or vigor that would normally prompt men into action and women to gladly capitulate.  Alas, the poor finances of the Millennials are certainly postponing marriages.  But so too are the extra rolls of fat on 20 something bodies that weren’t there a mere generation ago.

Second, related to obesity, testosterone…or the lack thereof.

If there was a stereotype that did Millennial males no favors it has to be the “Try Guys.”  Weak, effeminate, and limp-wristed the “Try Guys” are a quartet of Millennial boys who host a popular YouTube channel where they essentially make complete asses of themselves.  On one of their episodes they tested their testosterone levels and the results were not a surprise.  Their respective scores were 363, 259, 252, and 212.  The average 20 something should have a score in the high 600’s.  Men in their 50’s had double what the Try Guys did at half their age.

But the Try Guys are not an anomaly, but rather representative of a trend affecting younger men – lower testosterone.  Depending on the study you’d like to cite, testosterone levels among men have been going down provably from the 1960’s, likely from the 1920’s, and logically from the industrial revolution.
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There are some obvious explanations for this.  Men today engage in less manual labor, clicking mice and uploading files rather than farming land and mining coal.  Working conditions are also less taxing with luxuries such as climate control and coffee breaks.  And work has been postponed from the age of 12 when kids could work in the shipyards to 22 when most men get their first cushy desk job, replete with free Frappuccinos at the office. 

But Millennial male behaviors also contribute to this trend, even accelerate it.  Porn, video games, lethargy, and an outright dread of the gym has turned many Millennial boys into soft, squishy piles of video-gaming goo.  Welfare programs, government handouts, and living with mom till 35 has also provided for cushy lifestyles their forefathers would never have lowered themselves to.  And their outright cowardice when it comes to asking women out, especially in person, deprives them of the galvanizing experience of rejection that is key to becoming a man.

We can also not ignore the increasingly anti-male and anti-masculinity environment Millennial males have been brought up in.  From kindergarten to college all Millennial men have heard is how great women are and how they are privileged oppressors.  From the “sensitive 90’s man” propaganda of the 1990’s to Gillette’s blatant anti-male “toxic masculinity” commercial in 2019, established institutions in America have clearly been pushing an agenda against masculinity.  Preferential treatment, no matter how well-intended under the euphemism of affirmative action, has made it official policy in America to hire, promote, and give scholarships to women over men.  And the non-stop, 24-7, constant cacophony of rah-rah, you-go-girl, woman-worship these past five years, without an equal celebration of boys/men, has taken its tiring toll on testosterone as well.  But perhaps the most detrimental has been feminism’s clear and decades-long message to men and boys that women don’t need them, when women is all that men ever really wanted in life.  Women may not see these things happening in society, and no doubt are blinded by their Millennial religion that insists they’re the ones who are oppressed.  But men and young boys have certainly been paying attention and this is a reason many have failed to grow up to be real men.

Finally, perhaps the main torpedo that has sank young men’s testosterone is that young women today are just not physically attractive. They just don’t fire up the ole testosterone engines in men.  It is often claimed erectile dysfunction and “low T” is caused by aging or some other bio-physiological cause among older men.  But an additional and likely reason is that their wives got fat and their husbands no longer want to fuck them.  The whole point of testosterone is for men to procreate and have sex with women.  But if your pool of women is obese, overweight, and tatted up (while also giving men an earful of feminist politics and “girl-power” propaganda) male biology is simply not going to produce the testosterone needed to make them masculine because why would you want to procreate with that? Sadly, this becomes a downward spiral as unattractive women depress men into becoming unattractive men, which further disincentivizes women to become attractive, which further disincentivizes men to do the same.  Soon you go from Rita Hayworth to Cardi B and Cary Grant to Seth Rogen, and in three generations nobody can get passionate about anything.

Though the most recent data for dropping testosterone levels is from 2007 and there is seemingly no data about the average testosterone levels in Millennial males today, there are some convincing proxy measures that show a further decrease, even increased deceleration in men’s testosterone.  A 2017 study in the Journal of Urology showed a 400% increase in testosterone replacement therapy for men from 2003-2013, indicating at least more men were aware they had low testosterone.  In 2016 the internet went ablaze mocking Millennial men for having weaker grip strength than their grandfathers did when the National Center for Biological Information released a study proving so.  But perhaps most convincingly is a 2016 YouGov poll that showed younger men self-reporting feeling more feminine at over 3 times the rate their grandfathers did (and androgynously so at 3.5 times).
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(*** Data from the original poll did not add up to 100% in some categories.  Missing percentages were proportionately spread across other categories to account for the missing data to keep proportionality intact.  Original polling results were broken down between 7 categories – completely masculine, mostly masculine, fairly masculine, neutral, fairly feminine, mostly feminine, completely feminine.  For the sake of presentation these were combined into “masculine,” “neutral,” and “feminine”)

Whatever the true testosterone levels Millennial men have, the result is the same.  You have a generation of weaker, effeminate, androgynous men who can’t defend their families and are physically less attractive than generations of men past.  And though they are a perfectly groomed generation of men, replete with very pretty beards, just ask any young woman today about her dating experiences and her response will be sheer exasperation and sexual frustration.

And then there are STD’s.

The prevalence of STD’s is difficult to nail down because some are curable and others are not.  Different races have drastically different infection rates, often times heavily skewing statistics.  High risk groups with high risk behaviors do the same.  Women are more prone to contract some STD’s than men.  And like music some STD’s become very popular, others fall out of fashion, and completely new genres of STD’s are created/discovered just the same (it also doesn’t help that the CDC and US Department of Health are absolutely abysmal when it comes to statistics, consistency, and methodology when reporting its statistics). It’s impossible to paint an accurate picture of the sexually transmitted disease market Millennials face or created for themselves compared to generations of the past.  But the STD environment Millennials face is basically a potpourri of good and bad news, mostly skewing towards “bad.”

The main bad news is the US is experiencing a resurgence in five main STD’s:  Gonorrhea, Syphilis, Hepatitis, Chlamydia, and HPV.  It is estimated there are 20 million new STD infections a year, nearly half of which are contracted by younger people (as they are the most sexually active). 

Gonorrhea, Syphilis, and Chlamydia are well known diseases which have seen their popularity rise with either prostitution during war, the Baby Boomers, or simple neglect when it comes to sexual health.  And their most recent resurgence is due to precisely that – poor sexual health decisions.  Not getting screened.  Not using condoms.  And multiple poorly screened partners.
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Hepatitis ( C ) is on the rise because of the opioid epidemic and the shared needles and sexual behaviors that come with it.
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And HPV is on the rise as it is a very recently-discovered STD and its core incident rate has yet to be discovered.
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(***Note the most recent data the CDC has provided was from 2008, though this correlates with the age cohort that most accurately represents the Millennials at this time)

The main good news is that most of these (Syphilis, Chlamydia, Hep C, and Gonorrhea) are curable.

But the bad news is that HPV is not and Gonorrhea is bordering on becoming incurable as the disease is evolving to be resistant to treatment.

But the “good news” (as “good” as such news can be anyway) is that a statistically small percent of the population are high risk groups that skew the data, so the overall incidence and prevalence rates are somewhat overstated for the overall population.

But the bad news is there’s still a significant percent of the population that has both curable and incurable STD’s, the number of which will only go up over time as a higher and higher percent of the population contracts an incurable STD.

If you can strain your eyes and look at the STD glass as “half full” because the epidemic of Gonorrhea, Syphilis, Chlamydia is “curable,” and only focus on the incurable ones there’s some more….you guessed it…good and bad news.

The good news is prevalence rates of incurable STD’s like HIV, Herpes, even HPV are going down (HPV is going up/stabilizing, but again this is more likely due to new cases being discovered than the real rate going up). 

The bad news is there’s still a significant percent of the population that has these diseases.  Thankfully, HIV/AIDS is a relatively uncommon STD and largely relegated to the non-binary community, but it is estimated that about 1 in 5 people have Herpes 2.  This is in the backdrop that the CDC estimates half the adult population will get at least one STD over the course of their life.
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When you combine all the good and bad news together the take away is this - Millennials may be having less sex than the Boomers or X’ers, but they’re not the prudes their grandparents were.  In averaging eight sexual partners it’s a statistical guarantee they’ve slept with at least one person who’s had an STD, and because screening has gone down millions of them don’t even know they’re carriers.  However, it is not so much their fornication that is the problem as much as it is their irresponsible and lackadaisical approach to safe sex and their sexual health, which is the primary cause of the resurgence we see in STD’s today.  Furthermore, the percent of one’s generation that has an incurable STD only goes up with time.  So when you combine this with the trend of Millennials postponing marriage, they face dwindling odds they’ll find an STD free spouse, let alone one who’s never had an STD in his or her life. 

I know getting a driver’s license must have really been a pain, but for the love of god can you at least get screened for STD’s out of respect for your fellow Millennial?

Mental Health

Whatever physical health youth afforded the Millennials, it certainly didn’t protect their mental health.  Because after:

	watching their parents get divorced, 
	wasting their entire youth on an unemployable education, 
	being dumped into the labor market during the Great Recession, 
	being financially crippled forever with the albatross of debt around their necks, 
	being denied the American dream, 
	being driven insane because what they were promised was never delivered, 
	having the epiphany they’ve wasted their entire life, 


and
 

	realizing their entire life has been nothing but a lie, 


it’s understandable that Millennials *might* have some mental health issues.  Matter of fact, there’d be something wrong with them if they didn’t.

The problem, however, is that Millennial mental health is such a hornets’ nest of sociology, psychology, economics, politics, and bad timing scores of books could be written on the matter and we still wouldn’t even come close to summarizing it.  Making matters more complicated is the mental state of young people today is dynamic and constantly changing.  With new data about relatively new mental illnesses (Asperger’s, ADHD, and Autism most notably) coming to light, the subject of Millennial mental health is a constantly moving target. In short, a simple segment within a single chapter won’t do Millennial mental health justice.  But the abbreviated version is this – the Millennials are messed up.  By nearly every measure Millennials suffer more mental illness than any of their generational counterparts.  And you needn’t a Doctorate in Psychology to know this.

You can look at the percent of people by age who report having some form of mental illness.
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You can look at the near 50% increase in the rate at which Millennials and Gen Z’ers report depression, suicidal ideation, or anxiety.
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(Note from the study the above chart came from - ***Between 2005 and 2017, the rate of 12 to 17 year-olds who experienced a major depressive episode in the past year rose by 52 percent, from 8.7 percent to 13.2 percent. In young people ages 18 to 25, the percentage with depression rose by 63 percent, rising from 8.1 percent in 2009 to 13.2 percent in 2017. And young adults affected by serious psychological distress in the past 30 days rose by 71 percent from 7.7 percent in 2008 to 13.1 in 2017. That included feeling nervous, hopeless, restless or fidgety; so sad or depressed "that nothing could cheer you up"; like that everything was an effort; and feeling down on yourself, no good, or worthless. Meanwhile, the rate of 18 to 19 year olds who had suicidal thoughts, plans or attempts rose from 8.5 percent in 2008 to 12.4 percent in 2017.)

You can look at Asperger’s prevalence estimates increasing over time.
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You can look at the most “Millennial mental illness of them all” -  ADHD/ADD.

[image: ]

You can look at something more cryptic and concrete such as suicide rates by age cohort.
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You can even look at something much darker like self-harm/body mutilation.
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Whatever the source or metric, you can read almost any mental health report (I recommend these two as examples (https://www.ippr.org/files/2017-09/1504645674_not-by-degrees-170905.pdf &  http://apps.who.int/medicinedocs/documents/s19032en/s19032en.pdf) and see how nearly every measure shows not only a deterioration in society’s overall mental health, but an especially pronounced decline in the mental health of Millennials and other younger generations.  However you measure it, Millennials as a generation suffer mentally significantly more than any other generation alive today and arguably the past.  And until their economic, financial, and love lives improve they can expect this misery to continue.

To deal with these problems Millennials have turned to the same solution generations before them did.

Diet and exercise?

No.

Healthy living with healthy habits?

No.

Lifestyle changes for the better?

No.

Religion?

No.

Drugs.  Lots and lots of drugs.

Because making actual changes in your life is hard.  Giving up vices you’re addicted to just isn’t fun.  Who wants to go to the gym, stop watching porn, go for a run, and eat a low-carb diet?  And besides, YOLO, ammirite?  So why eat healthy, work out regularly, and make the sacrifices that are necessary to bio-physiologically heal yourself when you can just pop a pill, mask your problems, never solve them, and continue living a life of bad choices, bad mistakes, and eternal, crippling regret?  It truly is the American way.

Millennials have some very unique drug-use habits that differentiate them from other generations.  Nearly every generation uses drugs the most when they’re young.  Nearly every generation tapers off as they grow up and get older.  And it needs to be stated that, like divorce, Baby Boomers are the undisputed world champions of drug use in nearly every category.  But the Millennials are putting up a valiant effort for second place, especially in four notable drug categories:  Heroin, pain killers, tranquilizers and psychotherapeutics (see this report for reference: https://drugabuse.com/featured/drug-and-alcohol-abuse-across-generations/).

These four drug types are really in essence just two – pain killing drugs and drugs that treat mental illness.  Pain killers/heroin/opioids are used to treat physical pain and are the cause of the current opioid epidemic destroying Middle America.  Tranquilizers and psychotherapeutic drugs treat mental illnesses (ranging anything from schizophrenia to anxiety) and also Venn diagram together because tranquilizers are just a sub-category of psychotherapeutic drugs.  Millennials stand out in the abuse of these drugs because their drugs of choice can largely be defined and identified by function, telling you what ails the Millennial generation. 

For example pot, cocaine, hallucinogens, alcohol, even meth are for recreation and fun.  But every generation has used/abused these drugs in roughly equal measure during their youth (except for meth which is a recent innovation).

Opioids, painkillers, and heroin are for managing pain.  But the current opioid epidemic has largely been caused by pharmaceuticals introducing these drugs into the legal prescription drug market, rather than any sociological reasons specific to the Millennial generation.

But tranquilizers and psychotherapeutics have one purpose and one purpose only – to treat mental illnesses.  And while nobody beats the Boomers when it comes to divorce, bad advice, and drugs, Millennials are disproportionately using and abusing these drugs, especially given they are past their “youthful experimentation phase.”  (Originally charts from the report: https://drugabuse.com/featured/drug-and-alcohol-abuse-across-generations/ were to be included here, but we did not get permission from DrugAbuse.com to use them.  Please visit the site and look at the charts showing usage of Tranquilizers and Psychotherapeutics between the generations.  You will see Millennials using these drugs past their experimentation stage.) 

With higher rates of mental illness, it’s only logical Millennials would have higher rates of psychotherapeutic drug use and abuse.  But remember these are not the “fun” drugs for “getting high,” “getting laid,” “recreation,” or even eliminating pain.  It’s to treat a mental illness.  It’s to cope with basic everyday life.  It’s just so you can function during the day, make it to bed that night, have that wonderful sleep to take all the pain away, just to wake up and relive that same hell all over again.  And it should be no surprise which mental disorders are the usual suspects when it comes to the Millennials – depression, anxiety, and ADHD.

Nearly every Millennial is depressed, so much so it makes Nirvana fans seem like cheery people. So there should be no surprise that anti-depressant drug use is at an all-time high, where at one point in time a full third of the American population has been on anti-depressants.
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Millennials (and especially Gen Z’ers) are notorious for suffering from “social anxiety disorder.”  This was simply diagnosed as “being shy” 20 years ago, but today it is a mental health crisis, clearly in need of powerful, psychotropic drugs. So once again it should be no surprise sales of benzodiazepines (anti-anxiety meds) are also at all-time highs (though sales have plateaued since 2013)
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Prescriptions of methylphenidates, dextroamphetamines, and amphetamines are also at all-time highs, but these drug types are more popularly known by their brand names - Ritalin and Adderall.  Though these drugs were concocted to battle 8 year old boys acting like 8 year old boys the “Attention Deficit Disorder Crisis” of the 00’s, the growth in the prescription of these drugs is more likely due to ADHD being discovered and popularized while the Millennials were in school.
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(***The above chart includes estimates from two separate studies.  Data from 1991 to 1999 includes Adderall, Ritalin, and generic derivatives only.  From 1999 to 2009 data was not available and therefore linearly estimated to 2010.  From 2010 to 2015 the number of prescriptions is ALL drugs used for ADHD, of which several had been added to the market since 1999)

We could go over other types of prescription drug use by the Millennial generation, but you will logically find the results the same as the mental illnesses those drugs were created to treat – a general increase in both prevalence and incidence among Millennials.  There are, however, two important points to be made about Millennials, their generational peers, and their respective drug use. 

First, it should be pointed out that a shockingly high percentage of all Americans are on prescription drugs, it’s not just the Millennials.  Baby Boomers, Gen X’ers, even Gen Z’ers are all on drugs at record levels to where the US Department of Health estimates that now nearly half of Americans (12 and older) are on some form of psychotherapeutic drug (though this does not corroborate with other statistics measuring overall drug use).
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(***Data is combined from two series.  2001 and 2010 is from Medco Health Solutions and the 2015 datapoint is from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, part of the HHS.  While their methodologies are different, more faith is put on the SAMHSA’s figures, which makes the point more pronounced about American’s addiction to legal psychotherapeutic drugs.)

Worse, women are estimated to be on psychotropic drugs at rates twice that of men. 
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Regardless, like obesity, there is definitely a society-wide variable driving all people to higher drug usage rates regardless of generation. The problem for Millennials, however, is these variables have been at play their entire lives (most notably when ADHD medication was first pushed on them when they were toddlers) giving them a huge head start when it comes to prescription drug use (and Gen Z’ers an ever larger head start than that).  They may not be pros like the Baby Boomers, but they are when adjusting for their age.  Give them another 40 years and they’ll soon be the reigning world champions, and by a wide margin, when it comes to psychotropic drug use. 

Second, even though “everybody’s doing it” it’s not so much who’s on the prescriptions and at what numbers, but who’s abusing these prescriptions and paying the price in terms of addiction and even death.  You can see this in the Adderall epidemic affecting college campuses today, as well as the opioid crisis, both of which disproportionately affect and kill Millennials and Gen Z’ers.  But most important is the number of deaths arising from prescription drug overdoses in America.
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Unfortunately, the data above is for all Americans and is not broken down by age cohort (nor is such data available).  But using overall drug overdose deaths as a proxy for prescription drug death, you can see that Millennials (and admittedly Gen X’ers) pay the ultimate price when it comes to using these drugs.
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We can highlight Millennials’ disastrous mistake to blow $100,000 on completely useless degrees.   We can cringe as we see millions of the “most educated generation” work as cashiers, stock boys, or baristas with their Master’s degrees.  We can laugh at the legions of 30-somethings who still financially suck off of their parents’ or the taxpayers’ teets.  And we can shed a tear as a Millennial woman is forced to freeze her eggs because Big Education and Big Career took her youth from her.  But there is nothing more painful than living a mentally tortured life because nobody trained you to handle the real world.  And nothing sadder than watching these people slowly being driven insane, even to suicide because they don’t know why.

“To Serve as a Warning to Others”

For whatever criticisms this book may receive about its harshness, callousness, and even “being mean,” it cannot be denied just what an utter dumpster fire the Millennial generation has become.   In short, many of the Millennials’ existences are worse than death (sadly, often ending as such by their own hands).  It is a miserable existence of pointlessness, futility, purposelessness, uselessness, confusion, loneliness, even parasitism.  And because of the immuno-deficiency like aspect of their Millennial political religion, many are incapable of ever changing anything and will simply waste their lives.

But no matter how impolite and uncomfortable these observations are the fact remains the Millennials are a failed generation.  By every objective measure of human, life, financial, and familial success they are a failed generation.  They are a failed crop.  They are unable to support themselves.  They aren’t even able to Darwinistically replace themselves.  Alas, there are only two solutions for dealing with this disaster.

One is for Millennials themselves to turn their generational ship around.  Put in the overtime, salvage what time remains for their generation, and ensure the legacy they leave history is not merely “Baby Boomers v. 2.0.”  To be the Phoenix that rises from its own ashes, learns from its mistakes, and pulls off a Tom-Brady-2017-Super-Bowl comeback that the world will forever cherish and applaud.  In all honesty it’s their only option because what else do they have to do?

The second is for the rest of the world to look at the failed human crop before us and learn from it.  To simply view the Millennials as a warning to others.  That we may not know precisely what to do, but we damn well know what not to do, lest we wish to punish future generations of children like we did the Millennials.  And while the Millennials may ultimately end up becoming a sacrificial generation, at least all future generations can greatly benefit from them, giving the Millennial generation incredible value to mankind.
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CHAPTER 4 – “NEVER TRUST ANYBODY OVER 30”

***Author’s note – This chapter and the following chapters on Baby Boomers do not apply to Vietnam vets or parents who did a decent job raising their children.

“Never Trust Anybody Over 30”

The Millennials didn’t grow up in a vacuum.  They weren’t born in the cabbage patch, sprouted legs one day, and then “POOF,” 22 years later found themselves $120K in debt with a Master’s degree in Diversity and Inclusion.  Like everyone else they were a product of their environment.  And a huge part of that environment, if not the most influential part, was the elders who would raise them.  Parents, teachers, professors, guidance counselors, therapists, bosses, even politicians and media personalities would directly and indirectly wield incredible, if not total influence over the Millennials and would be the single most determining variable in how the Millennials would turn out.

This is the way it has always been throughout human history because there’s no other way for it to be.  Younger generations have to be raised by older generations.  But the Millennials were going to be raised by a very unique generation of elders.  A generation of elders that the world had never seen before in terms of its wealth, stability, pampering, and privilege.  Nor had the world seen such an arrogant, self-important, completely delusional, and completely wrong generation before. And it was this generation that was going to prepare the Millennials for the real world - the Baby Boomers.

What I absolutely love about the Baby Boomers, what I find so incredibly rich is how they were the generation that coined the phrase “Never trust anybody over 30.”  And you need to really break down this statement to appreciate how hypocritical, delusional, arrogant, and simply wrong that statement is and therefore how wrong the Baby Boomers are.

First, Boomers said this when they were young.  Not only stupid, but inexperienced and young.  They were a bunch of teenage, 20 something know-nothings, who never worked a job, had yet to start families, draft-dodged a war, but somehow they thought they knew better than their elders and the culminated eons of human history.  Not only is this against common sense, it’s the epitome of hubris and arrogance.  Many of them hadn’t even gone to college to have a political religion installed in them so they’d parrot such outlandish stupidity.  They were just that naturally stupid and arrogant on their own!  And this was the raw material that would go on to raise a generation of children of their own.

Second, “over 30” meant the WWII generation.  Implying the generation that went through:

the Great Depression

fought WWII

came back home and built the most successful economy in the history of the world
put a man on the moon,

and then as an encore performance, during their retirement years, won the Cold War

was not to be trusted.  Never in the history of the world had a single generation fought, staved off, and defeated such evil and created such good with such sacrifice.  But yet some 19 year old, pot-smoking Boomers knew better and insisted you couldn’t trust, of all people, the World War II Generation.

Third, when it came time for the Boomers to take stewardship of the United States they went and completely shat the bed.  They inherited the greatest country the world has ever seen and in nearly every capacity destroyed it.  Instead of surpluses they ran massive government deficits.  They increased the national debt from 40% GDP to its current-day 106%.  Household debt from 40% to 100% GDP.  Economic growth tanked from the WWII generation average of 4.25% to 2.25%.  And there’s their collection of “bubbles” and financial crises they collected like Pokemon cards – the Dotcom Bubble, the Housing Bubble, the Education Bubble and the Volcker Recession – all making genuine economic progress damn near impossible.  And this says nothing of the sociological and societal destruction they wreaked upon America.  Divorce, broken homes, crime, welfare, single motherhood, dead beat dads, teenage pregnancies, drugs, STD’s, and The Doors.  A generation could not have failed more at being responsible adults if they tried. 

But about the worst thing they did was to shame, mock and ridicule American culture itself.  The pinnacle of human achievement and good.  The best culture and country the world has ever seen. The country every other human on the planet desperately wants to move to or become like.  And the Boomers could not wait to destroy it, throwing it under the bus for such petty reasons as being edgy, to curry favor with anti-American leftists, or to simply fake being some kind of academic or intellectual.  In the end, they managed to take the world’s greatest asset and in one generation turn it into the world’s largest liability.

Finally, and perhaps most ironic, is that they have provably become what they so arrogantly mocked in their youth.  You absolutely should have trusted somebody over 30 back in 1968, not the 20 something dipshit hippies the Boomers were.  But today, well over the age of 30, the Boomers are the ones you should never trust because they are such an absolute, abject failure of a generation.  Nobody listens to them.  The entire country hates them.  Their half-sibling children debate whether they should bother visiting them in nursing homes.  And this optimistically assumes the Boomers even have the money to afford nursing homes as they all reverse-mortgaged their homes to afford basic living expenses.  They are so bad of a generation that instead of commanding the respect eldest generations normally did in the past, they are the butt end of jokes, minimized and completely encapsulated with a the simple hashtag of “OK Boomer.”  They are no better than the Millennial generation they raised and their only value in society will also be to serve as a warning to others.

An Easy Life…At All Costs

But why were the Boomers so bad at raising the Millennials?  Why did they give such horrible advice?  Matter of fact, why were they so bad at life themselves?  They did more drugs than any generation alive. Raised the national debt to record peace-and-war-time levels.  Made divorce and breeding half-siblings an Olympic event.  Destroyed the nuclear family and millions of their children’s lives.  And a full 2/3rds of them can’t even afford retirement.  And keep in mind this isn’t the old trope of the younger generation always blaming the previous one.  The Boomers are empirically and objectively an absolutely abysmal generation (which is the subject of an upcoming book).  How, after having every possible advantage in life and insisting they knew better than everyone else, is it they were wrong about pretty much everything?

The answer can be found in a quote by G. Michael Hopf in his book “Those Who Remain,”

“Hard times create strong men.

Strong men create good times.

Good times create weak men.

Weak men create hard times.”

And the Baby Boomers are indeed weak men.

If there was ever a generation born into good times it was the Baby Boomers.  The 1950’s and 1960’s were the golden era of US history.  Unemployment averaged around 4%, even going into the 2%’s for a couple years.  Economic growth was twice that of what we have today. You didn’t need a college degree to apply for entry level positions.  And those entry level positions could afford you the American dream on one income replete with a house, spouse, car and kids.  But perhaps the biggest advantage the Boomers had growing up is the incredible luxury of having both a mother and a father present in the house at the same time.  This nuclear family, combined with the other socio-economic factors, made the Baby Boomers’ upbringing the most idyllic the world had ever seen.  And with their WWII generation parents starkly reminded of the horrors of the Great Depression and war, it was a guarantee their children would be the most pampered and spoiled in then-as-of-yet US history.

The problem with good times, however, is that it destroys people’s ability to value.  If everything is handed to you, paid for by your parents, or the good times are just simply rolling, nobody has to suffer, sacrifice, or pay a price to get what they want.  And it is simply not mentally possible to value anything unless you have paid a price for it.  But if you have to toil, work, suffer and slave merely to stave off poverty or simply to survive, you become acutely aware of what does and does not have value in life, including things like food, clothing, shelter, freedom, your fellow man, and yes, even your children.

In this sense the WWII generation had an incredible ability to value.  They knew what was important in life because they had to work so hard to get it.  But the Baby Boomers had none, because (though in a well-intended attempt to make sure their children never suffered) the WWII generation deprived their children of their own ability to suffer, thus value, thus making them the weak generation the Boomers turned out to be.

The problem with being weak men, in having no ability to value, is that you inevitably need something of value in your life. You need a reason to get up in the morning.  Something to cherish.  A reason to live.  But if all your basic needs are met, and you’ve never had to pay a price for anything, you are mentally incapable of valuing or appreciating anything in life.  Thus, in the mind of a weak, spoiled man the only thing of worth, the only thing you have in your life is yourself.  And thus you become solipsistic, self-centered, and incapable of selflessness, altruism or love, because only you matter in your own mind.

This doesn’t mean that the Baby Boomers weren’t capable of loving their children, caring about society, or being well-intended.  But it does mean that for many of them their own self-interests trumped everything else in life, especially if push came to shove.  And if you don’t believe it, simply look at all the different types of Boomers you’ve ran across in your life and look at the actions they took, not the words they said.  What you will find, via their own actions, is that most of the Baby Boomers were primarily motivated by four things (or a combination thereof):

A fear of real work, toil, suffering or sacrifice (laziness)

Politics

Profit, and

Self-love

And these things superseded everything and everyone in most of these Baby Boomers’ lives.  Including their Millennial children.


CHAPTER 5 – TEACHER & PROFESSOR BOOMERS

If there is a poster child for Baby Boomer self-love it has got to be your average American teacher.  A more perfect example could not exist as they embody all four ulterior motives that have driven all self-important Boomers (and all modern teachers today).  Worse, they have an extra heavy dose of both hypocrisy and cowardice on top of self-importance, thus making them the epitomal example of how Boomers truly love themselves above all others.

First, teachers fear real work more than anything else in the world.  The average teacher started out as a lazy 17 year old child who did not choose to become a teacher because they “cared about children.”  They chose to become a teacher because it was easy, it didn’t take math, they got three months a year off, and it seemed fun.  That was (and remains so today) the real reason the majority of people became teachers.

Second, from day one teachers were politically and financially motivated. Whether it was your Boomer teacher scaremongering you about the dying rain forests or your more modern day Gen X teacher convincing you about potentially being a bisexual seven year old, teachers put politics above the education they really weren’t trying to give you anyway.  This is for two reasons.  One, like many people today, teachers had no core.  They didn’t have real jobs.  They didn’t really produce anything of value for society.  They were old, talentless people who couldn’t do, so they taught.  Thus, as a substitute for genuine accomplishment many teachers found surrogate-value in leftist politics.   Two, they had every financial incentive to be political because it protected their financial interests.  In creating future leftist voters they shored up their salaries, pensions, and health insurance, so they had no reservations introducing politics into the classroom even if you were the age of five.  But regardless of whether it was for political reasons or financial ones, you once again see Teacher Boomers putting their own interests ahead of the children they presumedly care about so much.

Third, self-love.  There is nothing more grating than a sanctimonious, arrogant teacher who lies to themselves and boasts about how great they are because they were a teacher.  That they were “teaching the future” and “changing lives,” when in reality they weren’t great, they never taught their students anything, they took the job because it was easy, and if anything they were a detriment or retardant to their students’ actual potential.  Yet, despite knowing this deep down inside, their egos simply cannot abide this reality and so they cowardly and hypocritically use the innocence and nobility of educating children to confer a false value and worth on themselves.  This self-celebration is so sad and pathetic because self-love and self-praise have no value.  You need another person to value you and confer value, not yourself.  Yet teachers do it all the time because they don’t care whether they were actually good teachers, they just care to feel good about themselves.  Such magnanimous masturbation is further proof Teacher Boomers put self-love above everything else, even reality.

But if you really want to see how the Teacher Boomers valued themselves above all else, you need to see the K-12 school system for what it is.  It’s not an institution of learning by which we help children get educated and prepared for the real world.  It’s not a place for children to grow and become the best they can be.  It’s a money making prison racket where you literally enslave little children for a 13 year prison sentence, all so these worthless teachers (and corresponding school staff) can make hundreds of billions a year off of them in what is nothing more than a welfare jobs program.

That may sound outlandish, and even conspiratorial, but you need to step back, clear your eyes, and look at public education again.  You are forcing kids, as young as the age of 5, to go to school at full time rates for 13 years.  And after 13 years of essentially full time studying they graduate with absolutely no skills that will land them a decent paying job??? In those 13 years you couldn’t teach them to code, do accounting, or weld, and so now they have to go onto get EVEN MORE EDUCATION???  The fact that you had these kids for 13 years and yet they came out talentless, unemployable, and unskilled is proof that K-12 education is not only a joke, but that its ulterior purpose is to enrich some of our most worthless people off the backs of children and taxpayers.

Alas, if you wanted proof of the Boomers putting their own selfish interests ahead of everything else in life, including little, innocent children, all you have to do is look at your teachers and ask “Did they teach me anything valuable?  Or did they just steal my entire childhood?”  And you will find there is not much more vile, nor boomer than Teacher Boomers.

Professor and College Admin Boomers

There is one good thing that can be said about Teacher Boomers.  At least they didn’t charge their students.  Oh yeah, they charged the taxpayer, and often times at rates charged by colleges.  But the 3rd graders themselves weren’t forking over the bill to learn about dangling participles, new math, and how eight year old Amy might in fact be a man inside.  But if there’s a group of people the Millennials should be rounding up for free helicopter rides, the estates of which should be confiscated to bail them out of their student loans, these are the people.  The true snake oil salesmen.  The Boomers who financially crippled the Millennials forever - The Professor Boomers.

Like Teacher Boomers, Professor Boomers (and their College Administration Boomer colleagues) also wasted the youth of the Millennials with pointless schooling.  But instead of the taxpayer footing the bill for tuition, it would be the Millennials themselves who would pay the bill.  And not only pay the bill, but all the interest that would accrue on it as they slowly found out their degree would not land them a decent paying job.

There is not much that can be said about the Professor Boomers that wasn’t said about the Teacher Boomers because they’re essentially the same.  They’re rank Marxists.  They have no real world experience.  They can’t do so they teach.  And the education they gave the Millennials was likely also worthless.  But what really makes the Professor Boomers vile is they damn well knew the education they were giving the Millennials was worthless.  They were just happier than punch the Millennials were dumb enough to pay them $300 a credit for it and borrow $100K at 7% to finance it.

The only problem is how can you, with a straight face and a conscience, tell a kid to borrow $75,000 and spend four years of his life on such bullshit degrees like Sociology, Journalism, Women’s Studies, English, and the like?  How can you take young, naïve 18 year olds and ruin their financial lives forever by selling them worthless degrees?  How can anyone with the slightest bit of a moral compass forcibly charge $400 a credit and $300 for a textbook for a pre-req class that has absolutely nothing to do with a student’s major?

Apparently the answer is simple.  Just be a Professor Boomer!

Disgusting as it is, you once again see how Boomer actions show their true colors.  Millions of Professor Boomers and millions of College Admin Boomers had absolutely no moral qualms about lying to an entire generation of youth about the value of these worthless degrees.  They didn’t care if it ruined the Millennials’ financial lives forever, these vampires were perfectly fine effectively enslaving these kids to them for the rest of their lives. 

But what I get a kick out of, what has got to be an absolute kick in the teeth, is when a professor or dean pulls up to the coffee store in his Lexus, goes up to the counter, and orders a latte from a barista they just screwed $120,000 out of for a “Master’s degree in Chicano Studies.”  But the barista is so stupid, he doesn’t realize he’s been screwed or by who.  He actually falls for the indoctrination by his professor that it’s the “evil republicans in congress” or “the evil banks” that screwed him over, not the scumbag Professor Boomer who is in effect his new slave owner standing right in front of him.  It’s debatable which is more impressive.  The fact Professor Boomers screwed younger generations out of $4 trillion in tuition or that they fooled said generations into not realizing it.  Either way it was one hell of a heist.


CHAPTER 6 – THE POLITICAL BOOMERS

Political Boomers are not specifically politicians born between 1946 and 1964, but rather a wide array of Boomers who are simply politically motivated.  Activists, virtue-signalers, non-profit employees, journalists, NGO’s, Peace Corps volunteers, lawyers, “Corporate Social Responsibility” heads, and actual politicians. They can even include other types of Boomers we mentioned before, most notably Professor Boomers and Teacher Boomers.  Any Boomer who’s politically active can be considered a “Political Boomer.”

Though there is a wide array of them, Political Boomers have these four general traits in common.

	They are lazy.  Rarely do any of them hold any real jobs or produce something of value.  They are also arrogant, even tyrannically thinking they know better (often at early ages) and deem themselves fit to lead society and tell society what to think and what to do.  If you look at nearly every modern American politician today and the original leaders of communist Russia and China, you’ll find rich, spoiled, elitists who were desperately afraid of real work and conveniently found themselves worthy of being leaders rather than workers.  Consequently… 


	They have nothing in life but their politics.  They are not a “mother” or a “father” as much as they are a “vegan” or a “feminist.”  They are not a “plumber” or an “accountant” as much as they are an “environmentalist” or a “socialist.”   They may have some other role in society, but they will often define themselves, value themselves, and introduce themselves via their politics.  

Thus the joke:

“How can you tell who’s the pilot in the room?” 
“Don’t worry, he’ll tell you.”

Can also be applied to:

“How can you tell who’s the vegan pacifist feminist in the room?”
“Don’t worry, she’ll tell you.”

equally applies. 



	They put their politics (or politically related career) above all else in life, including their family, their children, their fellow man, and the country. They do so because their fear of real work is so great they will sell their own country into slavery if it keeps the easy money rolling in via their life-long political career. 


	And finally, their politics are almost always parasitic, meaning they always need other people’s money to solve or achieve their political objectives, but they will never actually offer their own money to achieve those political objectives.  Thus, you see Political Boomers becoming professional politicians, heads of bogus non-profits, panhandle for government grants to “help the children” and other such things, but never once produce something of value or use their own money to solve their championed causes. 


It would be one thing if Political Boomers (and political people in general) just kept to their own, let the rest of us be, and lied to themselves that somehow they actually cared about the poor, the homeless, disadvantaged groups, etc.  But they don’t.  In being political they affect government policy and law, thus forcing their politics (and taxes) on us otherwise innocent people. 

You can’t have straws in west coast states because Political Boomers saw a turtle with a straw up its nose.

In Oregon you can’t pump your own gas because Political Boomers want the votes of the handful of gas station attendants that law employs, thus all Oregonians (and unfortunate Minnesotans who happen to be visiting the state) have to pay extra to cover their salaries.

In Seattle and San Francisco you have people defecating in the streets, setting up homeless camps, and spreading Bubonic plague because Political Boomers need to look like they “care about the homeless.”

And if you care about the financial price we pay for Political Boomers, take a look at your state, local, and federal budgets and you’ll find the average person is paying about 38% in taxes.

But the real problem is not so much that I can’t pump my gas in Oregon or that I have to step over shit in San Francisco, it’s that Political Boomers (and political people in general) are charlatans, and really good ones at that.  They can usually sell their political ideologies to a naïve public because their politics sound so wonderful, even utopian.  But in believing in “something for nothing” what you’re really believing in is nothing more than lies.  And in believing in lies you are guaranteed by the Law of Reality to inevitably pay a price.  Thus, the Millennials entered into a “Deal with the Devil” of sorts when it came to believing what Political Boomers sold them, and like all deals with the devil there was a gigantic price to be paid.

The perfect example of this is President Obama and it’s an important economic lesson for all of us to understand.

If there was a rockstar politician that the Millennial generation squealed like teenage girls at an Elvis concert over, it was Barack Obama.  He was everything they were programmed to want.  A polished, intelligent, socialist-light, black gentleman, who was going to cut through the politics of Washington and *finally* bring some sort of justice and fairness to the people.

And he did.

Facing the financial crisis of 2009 he increased government spending more than any peace-time president before him in real terms.  He ran deficits well over a trillion dollars for the first half of his presidency and paid for it by printing money.  That money went to a potpourri of social and socialist programs, but as it pertained to Millennials specifically, Obama started lending money directly to students under the federal government so those students would not have to deal with any of those icky, mean, evil private lenders.

To the untrained, ignorant, and young Millennial eye, this seemed great.  It seemed as if President Obama was going to help them.  He was finally doing something to help lower tuition unlike all politicians in the past.  But as it is with every deal with the devil, when you don’t adhere to reality, there is a price to pay.  Because in flooding the college market with $100 billion a year in extra student loans, all he really did was jack up the price of tuition.  In other words, he achieved the opposite of what he intended to do.

If you really wanted to lower tuition you would DEPRIVE colleges of money, NOT FLOOD THEM WITH HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS MORE.  You’d cut all government loans and lending to students.  You would also, ironically eliminate all scholarships and parental money from flooding the college market as well.  And if you really wanted to lower tuition, a year of high school seniors should have boycotted college for just one semester, starving all colleges of tuition money, forcing them to drastically cut prices. 

But the honest truth is President Obama, though well-intended, was woefully ignorant and uneducated about economics, just like the Millennials he was trying to help. And in voting for him, all Millennials managed to do was jack up their own tuition and their own student loan balances, of which they would pay unnecessary interest on for at least a decade to come.  The Millennials simply shot themselves in the foot.

The deal with the devil gets worse.

Because money doesn’t just stay in one place once it’s printed.  It circulates.  So once those trillions of dollars came hot off the presses they went into the hands of contractors, welfare recipients, college students, and the millions of other people who got some of that newly minted money.  But no matter who got it or how many people did, that money inevitably and invariably ended up at the same place – the bank.  And banks make money by lending it out.

If you think about it, banks only lend money for large purchases people normally can’t pay cash for.  Thus relegating most loans to four key areas:

	Mortgages 
	Auto loans 
	Corporate buybacks/investing (when a company either buys back its shares or the shares of other companies on the stock market) 
	Health emergencies (typically via a home equity loan or credit cards) 


And though according to the Consumer Price Index there is no inflation, if you look at what the proceeds of those bank loans went to purchase, you’ll find there is indeed a ton of inflation in the market when it comes to:

	Housing prices 
	Auto prices 
	The stock market (stock prices), and 
	Health insurance/costs 


In other words, in printing off all of that money, Obama (and Bush Jr and more recently Donald Trump) merely flooded these respective markets with money, driving up their prices.  So all the Millennials really managed to do in voting for Obama and all that *free* money he was going to give them, was

	Price themselves out of the housing market 
	Drive up rents 
	Drive up the price of cars 
	Price themselves out of the stock market/retirement market, and 
	Drive up insurance/health care costs 
	Cripple themselves with insultingly high levels  of interest-bearing student debt 


The Millennials made their deal with the devil.  Now they’re paying for it in spades.  Even if the “devil” was a very nice, well-intending, politically correct, socialist-light, affirmative action president.

We can go on about different types of Political Boomers, but the key thing is to realize their promises almost always end up becoming deals with the devil.  Social Scientist Boomers promised you the solution to poverty, racism, child abuse, sexism, and all the world’s problems.  All they managed to do was destroy the nuclear family, jack up your taxes to 38%, while giving your parents the excuse to drop you off at daycare while they got divorced…optimistically assuming they got married in the first place.  Activist Boomers promised young Millennials immediate and heroic purpose and agency in the world, long as they majored in Social Justice and not Mechanical Engineering.  Meanwhile at 35, Millennial activists are poor, in debt, lonely, and barren.  And Communist Venezuelan Boomers promised utopia to its people, and now the Venezuelans are eating their pets.  Whatever variant of false god the Political Boomers convinced the Millennials to worship, it was false.  And in misleading them to this bogus agency and purpose in life, they managed to destroy millions of Millennials’ lives, not only financially, but spiritually and philosophically as well.


CHAPTER 7 – THE FEMINIST BOOMERS

Though a distinct sub-group within Political Boomers, Feminist Boomers deserve their own special attention because they directly affect half the population – women.  Additionally, in affecting half the population you cannot help but affect the other half of the population, especially when you consider men derive most of their joy, purpose, and meaning in life from women.  Feminist Boomers are also unique in that like Social Scientist Boomers, they adamantly insist they know better than nature, revisiting one of the premises of this book.  And feminists in general are distinctively Boomer with most of the modern day feminist leaders being Boomers themselves, wielding incredible control and influence over Millennials and young women today.  But the real reason Feminist Boomers need to be addressed is that they affected what mattered most in both men’s and women’s lives – each other.  And when you look at what they’ve done to women, you will see they have done an absolutely brilliant and spectacular job in ruining it for everyone.

First, since many Feminist Boomers are also Professor Boomers, it should not be a surprise they also vampired off of millions of young Gen X and Millennial women through the higher education industry.  As a disproportionate number of Feminist Boomers are professors and teachers, they had a direct financial incentive to lie to women about the value of a college degree, especially in farcical fields they were teaching such as Women’s Studies, Gender Studies, Sociology and the like.  In intellectual honesty, there has been a more recent push to get young women to major in STEM.  But for the most part women disproportionately major in worthless studies, of which Feminist Boomers gladly promoted, impoverishing and betraying the women they claimed they were helping.

Second, along the lines of convincing young women that education was of ultimate importance, they also convinced young women their related career was the same.  It was their career and education that gave them value.  It was their career and education that defined them.  It was their career and education that mattered most in life.  They succeeded so spectacularly, that the single greatest feat of social engineering in history has been feminists convincing young women that work was fun, paying taxes was great, and commuting in traffic jams was a sign of success. 

That needs to be stated again.

Feminist Boomers actually convinced nearly every young woman in America that working, paying taxes, commuting, CPE, going into debt, and the commensurate stress that comes with a job was better than staying at home, raising kids, loving a husband, and maintaining a home.  Again, this isn’t to say women should not be pursuing careers or getting educations in fields that matter.  Nor is this to say women shouldn’t be out there achieving their best.  They absolutely should.  But you cannot help but applaud feminists for achieving such an Orwellian task as to convince women work was fun, if not the most important thing in life.

Finally, for reasons that make no sense, Feminist Boomers convinced women to view men not as life-long teammates who could be of mutual benefit to one another, perhaps even their greatest source of joy, but rather competitors at best, and often times adversaries at worst.  All men were sexists.  Men controlled the patriarchy.  Men had privilege.  And men were keeping them down.  This of course in the backdrop of some more extreme elements of feminism claiming men were all rapists, 5 in 2 women were being raped on campus, everything is sexual harassment, and even male nature itself was toxic. 

But there was a cost to believing in such propaganda.

In convincing women their careers came first, that their education was most important, and that men were their competition, women gave up what traditionally gave them purpose and reason in life (family) in exchange for their careers and education.  There is nothing inherently wrong with having a career, but the problem with careers and education, no matter how successful, is that these are things, not people.  And things cannot love you back.  The second you think your career is anything more than a job that pays you money so you can spend life with loved ones you have missed the whole point and purpose of life.

Further complicating matters is what if women got married, had children, but deep down inside still followed the Feminist Boomer narrative and put themselves first?  Still loved their careers more than their families?  At first, this may sound an incredibly damning accusation. What mother/wife would love their career more than their family?  But all one has to do is apply the same standard we do to Boomers – look at their actions.  Millennial mothers seemingly can’t wait to outsource their children to daycare because they “have to get back to work.”  And women are just as prone to divorce their husbands today as their Baby Boomer mothers were in the past.  And this optimistically assumes there’s even a father present as 43% of children are born out of wedlock today.  Admittedly, we truly don’t know what lurks in the heart of any individual and no doubt at some level women love their husbands and children.  But we cannot deal with “what lurks in the hearts of men.”  We can only react to what actions are put forth in the real world.  And such actions prove, that at least effectively, many Millennial women do in fact love themselves more than their family.

The ultimate price feminist women pay in loving themselves above all other things is 100% guaranteed loneliness.  If you truly swallowed the Feminist Boomer cool-aid and believed you didn’t need a man, you no doubt will be an amazing corporate attorney, a highly-compensated doctor, or perhaps the director of a non-profit.  But amongst your shoes, your rescue dogs, and that timid mooching boyfriend you have in tow, you will not have any love.  Only your career and solipsism.  And if you’re a successful woman who “has it all” - a life replete with a career, a husband, and children - congratulations, that’s great.  But if you wanted to have kids and get married, but never wanted to be a wife or a mother because those duties got in the way of your career, you too will be miserable and lonely.  Likely because you will raise dysfunctional children, alienate your husband, and dissolve the family through divorce.  But even more bizarrely you might have a loving family right there in front of you, but won’t be able to love them in return because the office is more important to you.  Regardless, if you didn’t raise your children when they were young, don’t expect nursing home visits when you’re old.  Expect to be lonely.

Alas, deep down inside this is what really motivates Feminist Boomers – jealousy, misery, and fear. Feminist Boomers had the opportunity to love someone other than themselves once. They had the opportunity to love a man, love some children, and raise a family.  The problem with raising a family is that if you want to do it right, you have to put others ahead of you and you REALLY need to sacrifice.  Children need a TON of work, love, dedication, and selflessness.  Husbands also require love, maintaining your physique, support, and patience.  Feminist Boomers were simply too lazy to do any of this.  But even more powerful than their laziness is their crippling fear of being reminded of what they lost out on because of that laziness.  To realize that they wasted their entire lives making the wrong decisions and simply doubling down on it.  They simply cannot stand to see younger women put forth the effort to get what they would not, and therefore, they need to deprive and deny young women of any opportunity for happiness, love, success, and joy.  They want young women to never experience love and to be as miserable as they are.  That is the ulterior goal of Feminist Boomers today, of which they achieved admirably.


CHAPTER 8 – THE PSYCHOLOGY BOOMERS

Psychology Boomers include all the Boomers that directly or indirectly made their money off of psychology.  This includes psychologists themselves, therapists, guidance counselors, social workers, and even the pharmaceutical industry.  Like social scientists thought they had all of society figured out, Psychology Boomers thought they had something of equal complexity figured out – the human mind.  And if the mental health of Millennials is any indication, Psychology Boomers experienced the same level of success as their social scientist colleagues.

The career path of Psychology Boomers paralleled very closely to that of Teacher Boomers.  They usually started out as lazy 17 year olds who wanted to avoid hard work, math, or toil at all costs.  They claimed they were “people persons” or they wanted to “help people,” but that was just code for “I don’t want to do math.”  Like teachers, they were also arrogant enough to think that at 17 they were adequately wise and experienced to consult people about their mental health.  And so, just like teachers who never set foot in the real world, yet insisted on teaching our youth, Psychology Boomers had no problems putting the mental health of millions of individuals into their then wise, sage, 25-year-old hands.

But the real problem with Psychology Boomers is that their profession is more or less complete bunk.  It just plain doesn’t work.  And acting like it does causes more damage than good, sometimes spectacularly so.  This isn’t to say having a good independent third party in the form of a therapist to provide an unbiased opinion about you or your mental health isn’t helpful, or even necessary.  Nor is it to say genuine mental illnesses don’t exist and some progress towards curing those illnesses hasn’t been made. But psychology isn’t a pure empirical science like neurology or neurochemistry.  It doesn’t stand up to the scientific method, giving it great room for error and thus damage.  It’s just one step above astrology or witchcraft and there’s a myriad of ways to see this.

The most obvious of ways to tell is that psychology just plain doesn’t work.  Society’s mental health is getting worse, not better. And this is in light of a lot of legitimate advances in neurochemistry, pharmacology, and neurology. Further damning the psychology profession is that the Millennials have the worst mental health of any generation, yet received the most therapy and psychotherapeutic drugs for their age.  By all measures and accounts the Millennials should have the mental stability of Ward Cleaver and serenity of a Buddhist monk.  But they’re in the worst mental shape of any generation, making a compelling argument that like the social sciences, the psychology industry actually harms society instead of helps.

Another way to tell psychology is fraudulent is to look at the repeatability of their studies.  The American Association for the Advancement of Science tried to replicate the results of 100 psychological studies since 2008.  The results were telling.  Only a third of the studies’ original results could be repeated, meaning 66% of the studies were rubbish.  If open heart surgery only had a 33% success rate you’d immediately cease the practice.  But with psychology you’re going to bat with a 33% success rate, and on something as minor as your mental health. 

There’s also the mental health of the mental health professionals themselves.  You might have heard the old stereotype that people who study psychology are messed up people who are trying to figure themselves out.  But if you ever dated a social worker, a psychologist, a psych major, or a counselor you’ll find out right quick it’s a stereotype for a reason.  Because it’s true.  Psychological professionals are messed up!  Through various studies and surveys you’ll find that 2/3rds of female psychologists and 1/3rd of male psychologists report being physically and sexually abused as children.  Shrinks experience a divorce rate 50% higher than the population.  Female psychologists attempt suicide at three times the rate of their non-psychologist counterparts.  And the psychology grad student population is a petri dish of mental illness, chock-full of depression, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts (though this polling data was conducted on Millennial grad students).  You might as well consult Willy Wonka about good dental practices if you’re going to consult a psychologist about your mental health.

Finally, if you still think there’s some validity or merit to psychology as a functional science, just take any high school or college Psych 101 class and you’ll quickly realize it’s completely BS.  Perhaps when you were younger and forced to take these classes you might have naively thought, “Well, I don’t see how this is concrete or really a provable science.  There seems to be a lot of speculation and theory about ‘cognitive, behavioral, and psychoanalysis’ and no hard science.  Matter of fact, should we even be tinkering with the human mind if we don’t know what we’re doing?  Oh well, he’s a professor and has a doctorate.  And I’m just a dumb 18 year old kid.  They’re Boomers.  They’re my elders. They’re always right.  I’ll just believe psychology is legitimate science.”  But now that you’re older and the veneer of a college campus or lecture hall is gone, you can look at psychology and all its underlying schools of thought and judge them for what they are.  Theories.  Speculation.  Ideas.  And since after 100 years they’re still theories instead of provable and repeatable laws, you can write off psychology for the witchcraft and astrology it is. 

You would think with such a joke of a profession, and a profession that costs society billions with no tangible results, we might end it like the horse and buggy.  But we don’t.  And the reason why is there’s just too much damn money to be made, and easy money at that. Worse, psychology also provides a lot of people within society excuses, forgiveness, and absolution from the responsibility for their own actions.  And so there is a great and many reasons the psychology industry continues today.

As is with the social sciences, a lot of Psychology Boomers are just looking for a government handout.  Psychology professors, social workers, guidance counselors, special ed teachers, all of these Psychology Boomers need to keep up the façade of psychology being a legitimate profession otherwise their government job or funding goes away.  Worse, this gives these Psychology Boomers every incentive to over-diagnose society with mental illness and either create or discover completely new mental illnesses as it will generate more money and funding.  Thus, nearly every eight year old Millennial boy was diagnosed with ADHD.  “Special Education” - which didn’t exist 20 years ago - has exponentially grown to be one of the largest single expense items in school budgets.  And if there’s a death at a school they cannot wait to rush “therapists” to the crime scene to vulture off of the kids that might actually be suffering.

There is also a “forgiveness” or “indulgence” aspect to psychology.  If you do something wrong or make a horrific decision you only have yourself to blame.  But if you have a mental illness, it conveniently no longer becomes your fault.

It’s not YOUR FAULT you did LSD and ran over the neighbor’s dog with your car.  You’re an addict.  You have a mental illness.

It’s not YOUR FAULT you’re a lazy bum who didn’t study and are now flunking out of Pip Johnson’s Remedial Community College for Flunkies.  No, you suffer from dyslexia and social anxiety disorder and need a government scholarship.

It’s not YOUR FAULT you can’t teach to save your life.  Your students all suffer from ADHD and need to be doped up on Ritalin.

And it absolutely is not YOUR FAULT you didn’t stay home to raise your kid, who is now torturing animals during recess, leaving headless squirrels in girls’ desks, merely as a detouring hobby before he goes full incel and shoots up his school.  Your kid suffers from Asperger’s or Autism.  You are a GREAT PARENT, who is also “brave and courageous” for having a mentally impaired son. 

This indulgence/forgiveness aspect of the psychology industry is where the real money is made and is the true purpose of the profession.  It is also why the psychology industry, no matter how bogus, will never go away.  Americans are too prideful to ever admit they were wrong, take responsibility for their actions, and will pay lots of money to protect their egos.  They want a guilt-free, responsibility-free life where they can do whatever they want and if things go wrong they simply chalk it up to mental illness.  But as it always is when it comes to Boomers and their deal-with-the-devil contracts, there is a price to pay.  And when it comes to Psychology Boomers, it’s believing you’re mentally ill…when in fact you’re not.

It’s already difficult enough if you have a legitimate mental illness.  If you truly are depressed, you truly are contemplating suicide, or you suffer a genuine chemical imbalance in your brain, these are horrible things that really lessen your life.  But to fake having a mental illness?  Or to lie to yourself about having one?  Or to lie to your children that they have one?  Isn’t that worse than actually having a mental illness?  And how much effort and energy do you have to commit over the course of your life to keep that façade up?  What does it cost you over a lifetime to fake such a thing just to protect your pride?

The problem with the Psychology Boomers is they’re all too eager to accommodate you in this delusion.  Not only because they will gladly take your money, but because if you’re willing to keep the façade up, they are too because it’s a lifetime stream of income for them.  This also means they have no financial incentive to cure you of mental illness because it would mean the well would run dry.  They need to indulge you in this delusion forever so they can make money on you forever.  And if you’re a particularly weak-minded person, you need to keep up the delusion as well.  Because let’s be honest.  If you ever grew a pair and admitted you don’t have a mental illness and just plain suck, you’d have to suffer a mighty blow to your ego.  And so what most psychological services really boil down to is a long term, even lifetime ego protection service you pay for so you don’t have to take responsibility for your bad decisions and can protect your precious self-esteem forever.

But what’s even worse than faking a mental illness is being told you have one when you don’t.  You don’t even have the ego or arrogance to fake a mental illness, and are a perfectly mentally healthy individual.  But what if people lie to you and tell you you’re mentally ill?  And what if they do this to you, not when you’re an adult, but when you’re an innocent child?

Unfortunately, there is a cadre of Boomers who have every incentive to lie to people, specifically children, as it symbiotically benefits both them and the Psychology Boomers.  And tragically this cadre is composed of people who should be the protectors of children, not parasites - teachers and parents.  Teachers who can’t teach dismiss their inability to teach on the mental illness of their students.  And parents who can’t parent do the same to their kids.  And instead of the Psychology Boomers taking a stand, having some morals, and telling the teachers to teach and the parents to parent, they are more than happy to have some Benjamins slapped in their hands to bogusly diagnose those kids with a mental disorder those kids don’t have.  The kid is perfectly fine.  But the teacher’s ego and the parent’s pride are more important than that kid’s mental health.  And so they have no problem lying to the kid telling them they’re mentally ill, which no doubt screws up the kid for the rest of his life.

If you’re already disgusted with the Psychology Boomers and the symbiotic parent-teacher parasites who feed innocent child-victims to them, don’t worry, it gets worse.  Pharmaceuticals.  Because it’s already criminal to lie to a child (or adult) about them having a mental illness when they don’t.  It’s tragic when teachers and parents love themselves more than their kids so they lie to them about being mentally ill.  But it goes into Mad-Nazi-Scientist-Experimenting-on-Human-Test-Subjects level when you dope your kid up with mind-altering drugs because you’re just too damn lazy to parent or teach.

Of course, expecting the pharmaceutical industry to have a conscience is like expecting the banking industry to do the same.  The pharmaceutical industry just makes too much damn money on treating legitimate mental illnesses, but a lot more on misdiagnosed, over-diagnosed, and completely bogus ones.  And you can even forgive the pharmaceutical industry for making the drugs as they’re not the ones writing the prescriptions.  They’re just the ones banging them out.  But the fact that mind-altering drugs were used as a substitute for parenting, teaching, or just raising a generation of children is unforgiveable.  And the fact they were so widely used on disorders that likely didn’t exist only made a bad situation worse, contributing to the mental suffering of the Millennial generation.

What is it like living through life thinking you have a mental illness, when in fact you don’t?  Or worse, what’s it like developing a genuine mental illness because you were lied to about having one when you didn’t?  And even worse than that, what’s life like when you’re taking a psychotropic drug you don’t need?  And quadruply worse than that is how do you deal with the fact that it was your teachers, psychologists, and parents who were the ones that planted that knife in your back?  There are a lot of reasons to hate the Boomers. Psychology Boomers is just another large, painful one.


CHAPTER 9 – THE BOSS BOOMERS

The problem with Boss Boomers is they weren’t optional. 

You didn’t have to see a Psychology Boomer if you didn’t want to.

You could avoid Professor Boomers by majoring in STEM or simply ignoring what they said.

Feminist Boomers you could largely do the same.

Even Teacher Boomers could be avoided through homeschooling or getting a GED at 15.

But if you wanted to eat and pay rent, it was guaranteed you’d have to deal with a Boss Boomer.  And since everybody needed to eat, Millennials and Gen Xer’s were doomed to ram heads with Boss Boomers.

This set the stage for a clash between an unstoppable force and an immovable object. 

On the unstoppable force side you had Gen X and the Millennials whose main motivation was simple survival.  Though not experienced, they were hungry. They were starving.  They had been cooped up for 17 years in the education industry and just wanted out.  Plus, they were desperate to start paying off their loans, make some money, maybe even dare to live life a little bit.  Their entire childhood had been invested into this moment and like horses at the race track they were just waiting for the gates to open. 

On the immovable object side you had the Boss Boomers.  They were cut from the same low-grade, inferior cloth the aforementioned Boomers were.  They were also largely motivated by self-love, laziness, profit, and politics like their Boomer colleagues.  But what made them immovable was two traits they held above all other Boomers - incompetence and stubbornness.   This made them impervious to change, but also blinded them to opportunities, as well as threats (which would inevitably lead to their downfall).  This also made them tone deaf and clueless.  You’d have a better chance of getting the Rock of Gibraltar to pirouette than getting a Boss Boomer to hear out an idea, adapt new technology, or simply recognize reality. 

Therefore, no matter how hungry Gen X and Millennials were, they were going to run head long into this thicket of Boss Boomer incompetence.  And this incompetence would obstruct, bog down and drain the Millennials and Gen X’ers, guaranteeing they would never reach their full career potential.  It would also render traditional employment obsolete because the working environment Boss Boomers would force upon Millennials and X’ers would simply be unacceptable.  It would be full of contradictory orders, a lack of training, a lack of leadership, gross ethical, moral, and legal violations, and sometimes outright sadism.  In short the incompetence, stubbornness, and ineptitude of Boss Boomers would make it impossible to work for them.  And they would make it impossible on four fronts.

They would make it impossible to get a job.

They would make it impossible to do the job.

They would make it impossible to endure the environment.

And they would eliminate meritocracy from the job.

In short, they would make it impossible for Millennials and Gen X’ers to earn a living, arguably making the Boss Boomers the most damaging boomers in their lives.

Impossible to Get the Job

In terms of making it impossible to get a job, Boss Boomers threw up more hurdles than Hitler did on Omaha Beach.  The largest of which easily being “progressive credentialism.” 

Progressive Credentialism

“Progressive credentialism” is simply an educational arms race where you need perpetually more and more education to get the same job. In 1920 all you needed was a 6th grade education to get a job.  In 1950 you needed a high school diploma.  By 1970 you really needed an Associate’s degree.  And today you need a Bachelor’s degree just to get an entry level position.  And of course, whoever came up with the phrase “master’s preferred” should be hunted down, dragged out in the street, and shot twice.

But the  true insult of progressive credentialism is not so much perpetually moving the goal posts when it came to education, but when you finally landed a job, got to work, and found out it was job you could have easily done with a 6th grade education.  Be it office work, an analyst gig, retail, or account management, nearly 80% of jobs that required a bachelor’s degree could have been done with a 6th grade education.  Thus, in requiring a college degree for all jobs Boss Boomers forced an unnecessary DECADE of additional education (7th grade through college) and $40,000 in tuition on two generations of young Americans.  When you consider the 50 million college students who needlessly attended college this is MULTIPLE TRILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND HALF A TRILLION YEARS OF HUMAN LIVES LOST that could have easily been invested elsewhere such as a house, stocks, working, raising a family, or just plain goofing around.

The real kick in the teeth, however, is the reason Boss Boomers unnecessarily insisted on college degrees for 6th grade level jobs – it made sifting through resumes easier.  Instead of taking the time to read through a resume, see if a candidate had the competency and work experience necessary to do the job, Boss Boomers made two full generations of youth get bachelor’s degrees all so they could more easily sift through their resumes, throwing those without college degrees into the dust bin.  In other words employers unloaded their employee searching costs on young college students.  But instead of the token amount of extra time it would have taken their HR departments to read through resumes, they handed a price tag of $2 trillion and half a trillion human years to Millennials and Gen X’ers.  Just remember that the next time you hear your Boss Boomer talk about “corporate social responsibility” and “work life balance.”

Unrealistic Job Qualifications

Another impossible hurdle Boss Boomers put in front of Millennials was requiring impossible qualifications to get jobs.  The quintessential example of this is posting an entry level job, but requiring “3-5 years’ experience,” thus behooving the question from starving Millennials and Gen X’ers “How am I supposed to get experience if all the entry level jobs require experience?!”  There were other examples of impossible requirements such as requiring three years’ experience in a software that had only been out one (true story), requiring 10 years’ experience but with entry level pay, and of course requiring advanced degrees when none would ever be needed.  Thankfully these jobs never got filled because it was impossible to fill them, but it still doesn’t mean millions in human hours wasn’t wasted trying.

Human Resources

Then there is Human Resources or “HR.” 

There is a special level of hell for child molesters, people who talk in the theater, and the guy who thought it would be a great idea to outsource all hiring decisions to HR.  Not only because it didn’t work, but because dealing with HR was the most maddening and insulting experience as a job applicant.

The idea was that Boss Boomers were too busy to actually conduct their own employee search.  So why not outsource this mundane and unimportant task (while at the same time claiming “employees are our best asset”) to a bunch of incompetent 24 year old ditzes who knew nothing about the job, profession, or industry?  This not only resulted in the impossible job postings described above, but a guarantee that the most qualified individual would not get the job.  And so, not knowing anything about the specific job and its requirements, HR would ask witchcraft-like questions about:

“If you were an animal, which one would you be and why?”

“What’s your favorite color and why?”

“Have you ever had a problem with your boss and how did you solve it?”
“How do you engage in the community outside work?”

Meanwhile, millions of engineering, CPA, welding, and other real professional candidates sat there with their mouths agape wondering why in hell’s name were they being interviewed by such idiots.

The real problem with HR was that their methods were intangible, amorphous, and unproven.  And so even though you could have been the most qualified candidate for the job, you wouldn’t even make it past the first round of interviews because the HR ditz didn’t like your shoes, didn’t like your gait, or perhaps didn’t like the fact that the elephant was your favorite animal. 

The good news is HR has largely been moved from interviews to employment law, compliance, and benefits/compensation.  But there were at least two generations of qualified Millennials and Gen X’ers who didn’t get the job they deserved because they were being interviewed insulted by the world’s dumbest interviewers.

Networking

It wouldn’t take intrepid Millennials or Gen X’ers long to realize that HR was an impossible den of bureaucratic stupid, the path through which would never land them a job.  An alternative path to employment had to be found because, well…you kind of needed to eat that month.  But Boss Boomers and Professor Boomers had a solution that was the universal solution they’d give to everyone.

Networking.

You see, all those years you spent in K-12 education and the additional 4 years you spent in college wasn’t enough to land a job.  And the fact you had a 3.8 GPA, with an internship under your belt, and taught yourself the program that companies were seeking, didn’t matter.  What really mattered was “connections.”   That it wasn’t “what you know, but who you know.”  You needed to develop your “soft, personal skills.”  And if you went to industry events and job fairs, hobnobbed with recruiters or Boss Boomers, all while wearing a schmucky suit with a stack of paper resumes in hand, then you might get “in” with the elusive “hiring manager” and he would help you bypass HR.

And so there you went.  Off to the job circus or the recruitment festival, replete with a stack of paper resumes in hand, adorned in a schmucky suit, looking around with a dopey look on your face, being reminded this was more like picking up a girl at a nightclub than anything that would resemble a merocratic way to find employment. But though you may have been a naïve 22 year old, your original observations were correct.  Networking was BS.  Networking was a joke.  It wasn’t merocratic.  It was degrading.  It was stupid.  It was a waste of time.  And above all else it was merely kissing ass and Boss Boomers loved every second of it.  Landing a job at a job fair was the exception, not the rule.  It was just as much of a waste of time as interviewing with HR.

Thankfully, because of the internet, Gen Z will never have to endure the degrading, ass-kissing waste of time that was networking.  They can merely upload their resumes, applying for 20 positions in the time it would take them to apply for three at a job fair.  And they can certainly leave their schmucky suits at home.  But like the insulting and pointless experience it was being interviewed by HR, millions of Millennials and Gen X’ers also remember the equally insulting and pointless experience that “networking” was.  Precious time and resources wasted on something that would never land them a job.

Rescinding Job Offers

Finally, the last way Boss Boomers would make it impossible to find a job would be to offer you a job and then rescind the job offer.  This would manifest itself in a variety of hilarious ways.

You would have a great interview, they would say you’re the best candidate, and they would say they’d contact you in a week.  But after the 2nd week passed by and you put in a few calls, you’d slowly realized you weren’t getting the job. 

You might actually get the job offer, with an actual letter in the mail.  But immediately following that you either get another letter in the mail or a call from HR rescinding the offer.

And then there’s the old classic where they give you a job offer, you have a start date, but when you show up for work nobody knows who you are, why you’re there, because in reality, the company is so poorly managed they never told you the job had been reneged. 

These experiences were particularly disheartening as they built your hopes up only to pull the rug out from underneath, with that added special sting that your survival depended on it.  But despicable as this was, millions of Millennials and Gen X’ers will never forget the Boss Boomers who did this to them and made it so hard to survive.

Impossible to Do the Job

Despite the obstacles Boss Boomers created to employment, inevitably you’d get one past the goalie, you’d get through the flak, and you finally land yourself a job.  Hunger, poverty, student debts, and starvation were surprisingly powerful engines of Millennial and X’er perseverance. But the truth is companies can’t run without employees, so Boss Boomers would invariably have to hire some people, albeit begrudgingly.  But before you could get too excited and breathe a sigh of relief, maybe even celebrate your new job by buying something nice, the honeymoon period would quickly end as you realized just what a shitshow your Boomer Bosses were running.

Lying About Your Job Duties

First, you’d immediately find out most Boss Boomers would lie about your job duties, starting with your title. You were not a “manager,” you were not an “analyst,” you were not “specialist.”  You were a low grade dataentrysman, filer, or some other clerical job you could have done at the age of 12.  You would also find out that “ad hoc” meant “all the crap work we didn’t want to do which will also make up 75% of the job duties instead of the 25% we listed on the job description.”  Soon, you’re not working on cars or fixing diesel engines, you’re running the used oil to the recycling center, watching your skills decay.  There is not one Boss Boomer alive today who has ever written a completely honest and accurate job description or assigned it an equally accurate job title.

Constantly Changing Your Job

Second, you would find out that your job would constantly change with new and unagreed upon duties.  Some of this is to be expected because no job is 100% static, but Boss Boomers would have no problems assigning you tasks that had nothing to do with either your education, training, or what you originally signed up for in the first place.  And it was guaranteed these “new duties” were lesser, unprestigious ones.  They did not enhance your resume, build your skills, or improve you as an employee.  They just made you an assistant to your boss, not a skilled professional.

Eliminating Training Programs

Third, it was (and still is) against the law for Boss Boomers to ever give their employees training, either for the job they were ostensibly hired to do, or the ones they actually ended up doing. This is because of the “Don’t Want to Train Our Employees Act of 1983” which made it illegal for Boss Boomers to train employees and outlawed any company from offering training programs.  Instead, Boss Boomers would replace training programs with sayings such as:

“Must hit the ground running”

“Steep learning curve”

“Need a self-starter” and

“I don’t have time to hold your hand.”

This, combined with a mandatory Bachelor’s degree (though Master’s preferred, of course), would supplant training and training programs across the country.

Joking aside, the real reason Boss Boomers never provided training, guidance or leadership was because of the same reason they forced two generations of youth to get unnecessary college degrees – they were lazy.  Just as Boss Boomers were too lazy to look through resumes to find a qualified employee, they were also too lazy to do something as basic as provide training.  So instead of a company spending two weeks and maybe $1,000 to fund a training program, they were only more than happy to force Millennials to spend four years and $50,000 on a college degree while they yelled at you “Steep learning curve!!!”  Once again, if Boss Boomers just had the common sense and simple morality to put together training programs they could have spared 50 million Millennials and Gen X’ers the cost of attending college, while training them specifically for a job, resulting in better employees.  But it’s debatable as to whether Boomers hated training programs or nuclear families more.

No Tools to Do the Job

Fourth, just as it’s against the law for Boss Boomers to give you training, it’s also against the law for them to give you the resources you need to do your job.  Though many people have many stories, I was reminded of an actuarial client who had to run regression models, churning through thousands of data points and millions of calculations.  His Boss Boomers wouldn’t give him a computer with the processing power required to crunch those numbers.  So instead of the four minutes an actuarial computer would take, his computer took four hours to do the same.  Despite repeated explanations and requests for a better computer, his Boss Boomers simply didn’t understand reality – the computer they gave him could not operate any faster and there was literally nothing in the known physical universe that would make those calculations go faster than a more powerful computer.  But of course this fact didn’t prevent his Boss Boomers from lecturing him and reprimanding him for taking too long to do the calculations.

But be it a more powerful computer or better equipment, Boss Boomers are notorious for simply not giving you the overall resources you need to do your job.  It could be the information you need, a report, physical equipment, funding, data, even something as simple as approval, Boss Boomers never give you all the pieces you need to get the job done, once again making it impossible to work for them.

Non-Work Related Work

Fifth, even if you are lucky enough to get all the resources you needed to do your job, you are guaranteed to be interrupted with stuff that has nothing to do with your job.  This is the potpourri of things such as:

Continuing Education/CPE

Diversity/Sensitivity/Sexual Harassment Training

Certifications (ISO 9000, Six Sigma, etc.)

Charity/Community/CSR and Other Non-Work PR Functions

and the biggest waste of time in all of corporate America,

Meetings.

At one point in time nearly 95% of an employee’s time was spent working, perhaps spending that remaining 5% on bathroom breaks, coffee breaks, and cigarette breaks.  It allowed you to get your work done, prove yourself, and maybe even get promoted.  Now, you’re lucky if you can spend even half your time working as Boss Boomers have instituted a whole new work environment where the ulterior focus is on politics, PR, virtue-signaling, and faux-certifications, instead of work, production, and getting the freaking job done.

“The Law of Boomer Tech”

Finally, there is the “Law of Boomer Tech.”  This inviolable law is very much like the weakest link rule where a chain is only as strong as its weakest link.  But instead of the weakest link being the lowest common denominator, it’s your Boss Boomer and his complete absence of technological skills. 

“I don’t do Excel!”

“How do I print off this PDF file??”

“I don’t like this color on the chart!”

“No you can’t work from home!  How do I know you’re working????”

“What’s digital marketing?  We already run ads on the radio and the newspaper!!”

“Why do I want blue teeth? 

This wouldn’t be so bad if it was just the Boss Boomers who didn’t use the technology.  But a mandatory second principle of the Law of Boomer Tech is if the Boss Boomer doesn’t understand the technology, then absolutely nobody can use it.

This cripples your ability to do your work, bring value to the company, and advance your career because you are only permitted to operate at the slow-‘n-low speed and intelligence of your Boomer Boss.  It also halts your ability to learn new technology and become proficient in it, stagnating your skill set.  But above all else it causes incredible headaches and confrontation with Boss Boomers who will throw three year old temper tantrums simply because they’re too lazy to learn new tech.  In the end, The Law of Boomer Tech drives talented labor away to the few companies and bosses that actively embrace and employ new technology.

Impossible to Endure the Environment

If the above wasn’t enough to drive you mad, Boss Boomers had a full armory of passive-aggressive weapons they could use to make your employment a living hell.  And while there were certainly Boss Boomers whose motives were malicious and evil, it seemed as if most Boss Boomers were more clueless, irrational, likely mentally ill, even genuine sadists.  Regardless, this gaping flaw in their mentality resulted in genuinely toxic environments that could only be described as abusive.  So hostile in fact you’d often be forced to choose between making rent or maintaining your mental health, the better choice often being to quit and risk homelessness.  But of all the passive-aggressive weapons in their arsenal, the most common among these tactics was micro-management.

Micro-Management

Like a mosquito flying around you at night while you try to sleep, legions of Boss Boomers just could not let you be and work in peace.  Every nook, cranny, word, and piece of work you’d produce would have to be hyper-analyzed, critiqued, and questioned by the armies of micro-managing bosses.  And even if the end product was precisely what they wanted, if you didn’t do it “their way” (which was incredibly inefficient, costly, pointless, and tedious) then it wasn’t done right. 

No doubt many of you have suffered the anal retentive Boss Boomer who would obsess over your work, looking for any flaw they could possibly find.  And you might ask what possible reason there would be for them to engage in such behavior.  But while there is no logical or sane reason for them to micro-manage you, there are two incredibly petty ones.  They are threatened by you and your superior abilities.  And they want to go on a power trip.

No work is without its minor, inconsequential flaws.  But in finding these minor, irrelevant flaws and making a big deal of them, these psychopathic bosses perpetually put you on the defensive, lording your mistakes over you, making them feel superior.  This also eliminated you (in their eyes anyway) as a threat to them either because you were better at technology, had a better work ethic, or were just smarter than them which is much more common than you think.  All of this insanity simply to assuage their insecurities and get them the endorphin rush that comes with a power trip. 

Unfortunately, power-tripping bosses destroy morale, destroy loyalty, and bring work to a screeching halt.  They also create incredible employee turnover, as well as drive companies directly into bankruptcy.  Thus, after quitting their jobs, many Millennials and Gen X’ers would find out later their old power-tripping Boss Boomers didn’t last too long after they left.  And often times, neither did the company.

Mentally Ill Bosses

Related to micro-management are Boss Boomers who were genuinely mentally ill.  This could be megalomaniacs, genuine sadists, bipolar bosses, clinical narcissists, or any other mentally disturbed Boomer.  Regardless of their actual mental illness, these Boss Boomers were universally solipsistic, only able to focus on and care about themselves.  Neither you, nor the real world mattered while you were under their employ.  But though they may have been your supervisor at the time, even the owner of the company, in the long run their mentality was simply not compatible with reality.  And inevitably they and their company would fail.

These psychopathic bosses came to manifest only because temporary circumstances allowed them to temporarily exist.  For example the Dotcom bubble was full of megalomaniac Boss Boomers who thought they were going to launch an IPO, become billionaires, and revolutionize the world.  Elizabeth Holmes (though a Gen X’er) only kept her company (Theranos) afloat because of an affirmative action bubble in Silicon Valley.  Bankster Boomers could only make engineer-money when the housing bubble padded their incomes with bloated commissions.  Even an entrepreneur getting some venture capital or an all-star employee being promoted to executive is enough of an ego boost to blind these people to reality.  And while these temporary bits of progress fooled these fools into thinking they were the center of the universe, they still insisted on making irrational demands on their employees because all they could think of was themselves. 

Working 90 hours a week.

Getting their laundry for them.

Baby sitting their children.

Lying on financial statements.

Creating shell companies to raise additional funds.

And forcing you to sit in front of hour long bragging sessions disguised as speeches.

But like micro-managing bosses, mentally ill ones do not last long because their decisions and themselves are not anchored in reality.  They do not consider what other people want, let alone need, let alone are capable of.  And their egos are often so big financial reality doesn’t even pierce their egotistical bubble.  It’s not until the money runs out and they are forced to declare bankruptcy does their delusion end and they’re forced to return to Earth. Therefore, it’s guaranteed they and their companies will fail, but not without first taking a tremendous psychological toil on any employee unfortunate enough to have worked for them.  And many Millennials were precisely those employees.

Contradictory Orders

Then there are contradictory or outright impossible orders.

If in a particularly high stress environment or industry, or perhaps in simple recessionary times, certain Boss Boomers would frantically become like Hitler in his last days of WWII.  They would give you orders that were simply not possible, or give you completely contradictory orders to the ones they gave you a few short minutes ago. 

A perfect example of this was from the prelude to the financial crisis.  While working as an investment analyst, my job was to crunch numbers and financial statistics to assess whether certain bonds would be paid back.  The job was purely mathematical.  There was no opinion, editorializing, or “gray areas.”   You took financial statements, plugged in the numbers, and a model would generate the results.  But the amount of anger, rage, and lecturing I (and other analysts) would receive because the model didn’t deliver the results the managers wanted was unfathomable.  Despite the figures being indisputable, we would be yelled at, reprimanded and told to do the job again (the only way of which would be to lie and fabricate the numbers, violating a slew of federal regulations and laws).  It was literally like Hitler issuing orders to German army groups that no longer existed to repel the Russians from Berlin. 

Though that is a specific example during the worst financial crisis in the past 90 years, no doubt many Millennials and Gen X’ers have experienced the same delusion and impossibility of Boss Boomers.  Being given an order to fabricate your sales figures to raise money during the Dotcom bubble.  Being tasked with achieving some kind of goal, but with no budget or resources.  A common one is being hired for one job and then having them completely repurpose you into another role, then frantically repurposing you for a third, as you are sent to put out the fire of a fourth.  And how much do you want to bet the Wells Fargo fake account scandal was because a Boss Boomer set impossible sales quotas on their staff, under threat of being fired if they didn’t achieve them?

Regardless of the scenario, issuing impossible or contradictory orders is precisely that, impossible.  You cannot do it.  And be you a Millennial or X’er employee the result was doomed to be the same – getting yelled at, getting reprimanded, and/or getting fired.  Once again, there is no love lost between the generations at the work place.  But when Boss Boomers forced this psychotic and delusional behavior on subordinates, all while threatening their employees’ livelihoods with being fired, it’s a perfectly reasonable reaction to intensely hate, loathe, and detest Boss Boomers.

Eliminating Meritocracy from the Job

If by some miracle you were still hanging onto a job, either out of sheer desperation or financial necessity, Boss Boomers eliminated any fairness or meritocracy from the employment world.

Favoritism, Nepotism, and Cronyism

First among this was the favoritism, nepotism, and cronyism that was rife among the Boomer managerial classes.  You might have five loyal years with the company, advanced CPE credits in every field they told you to study, and a habit of staying late and getting the job done.  But if a frat buddy needed a job or a buddy’s daughter needed employment, it was not uncommon for Boss Boomers to pass you over for promotion and give it to a lesser-qualified candidate.

Affirmative Action

This unfair practice was not only further ensconced in employer culture, but actually made official policy, specifically through affirmative action. 

Preferential hiring was always rampant in human resource departments, with the cabal of HR ladies often hiring people because they were BFF’s and not hiring people because “OMG, Tina, his tie was hideous!”  But with affirmative action, Boss Boomers made it official policy to hire women and minorities at the expense of those who were not.  Whatever noble aims affirmative action may have had, affirmative action was objectively bigoted, giving preferential treatment to people because of traits they were born with, not their abilities, accomplishments, or potential.  This provided great disincentive to stick with a company long term, let alone try your best because there was no guarantee your efforts would be recognized or rewarded.  Additionally, this deterrence also limited the potential of millions of Millennials whose cardinal sin was being born with the wrong plumbing or melanin levels.

Health Insurance

Health insurance is also a little known, but completely blatant and unmerocratic money grab from Millennials to Boomers.  At first you may think it’s great that your employer offers you insurance.  And as a means to show you how much compensation they’re giving you, employers will usually explicitly state how much “they’re” paying for your health insurance.  This can vary, but usually it is around $400 a month.  But if you are slightly savvy, you’ll notice that you can probably get a lot cheaper health insurance privately.  So you might ask your boss if they can just pay you the cash instead and have you go out and insure yourself.

They will quickly and immediately deny your request.

The reason why is that even though it really doesn’t cost $400 a month to insure you, it does cost $800 a month to insure the obese Employee Boomers, and $1,500 a month to insure the Gen X’er Family Man with a wife and 3 kids.  In short, when a company “magnanimously” offers you health insurance, they’re more often than not charging you more than what you can get in the private market because they need your premiums to subsidize the insurance of both older Boomers, Obese Boomers, and (admittedly) Gen X families.

Lying About Promotion

If you think you can make up for this extra tax through hard work, promotion and pay raises, think again.  Because Boss Boomers, despite promises otherwise, will never pay you what you’re worth, promote you, or give you a raise unless absolutely forced to.  This is in direct contradiction to what they told you when you were younger.  That if you worked hard, put in your dues, and showed you were willing to go above and beyond the call of duty, you’d get recognized, promoted and rewarded.  And, of course, the laughable claim “employees are our best asset.” 

The truth is no Boss Boomer in the history of Boomers ever rated an employee “5” or “excellent” in a performance review because they simply didn’t want to pay the extra money even if rightly deserved.  The only way you got a promotion and a pay raise out of a Boss Boomer was by going to work for the competition, threatening to leave, and playing hardball.  Being nice, being a good employee, and playing by the rules simply did not work.  Being indispensable, being disloyal, threatening to walk away, and being willing to do it was the only way to be promoted in Boomer World.

Rescinding Perks

Finally, Boss Boomers were notorious for reneging on perks they promised you when you decided to come aboard.  These perks likely swayed your decision to come work for them.  The perks themselves may be so valuable they were the primary reason you decided to go with them and not another employer.  But when Boss Boomers, for whatever reason, decided to rescind or renege those perks, it was nothing short of a lie, a betrayal, an evil act, and one you had every right to sue over.  The most epitomal example of this is telecommuting.

There are several things that should no longer exist in today’s world:

Downtown skyscrapers.

Office buildings.

Metered ramps.

Traffic jams, and

Rush hour.

And the reason these things should not exist is because we have had the internet, and thus the ability to do all office jobs from home, since 1998. 

The only and sole reason we are forced to waste trillions of human years, jacking our cortisol levels and car insurance rates up, fighting through traffic, twice a day, an hour each way, while our families are neglected at home, is because of the galactically stupid Boss Boomers and their infamous “Law of Boomer Tech.”  And despite having now two decades to learn and familiarize themselves with the powers of the internet, Boss Boomers across the nation always respond in unison when asked about telecommuting,

“But if I can’t see you, how do I know you’re working?”

That statement alone is responsible for more divorces, broken homes, heart attacks, strokes, higher taxes, car crashes, estranged children, cheating wives, philandering husbands, and psychologist visits than any single thing in the world.  But all of that can be avoided if Boss Boomers simply let people work from home.  Not only could all of that be avoided, but we could also save on gas, save two hours a day in free time, have a happier home, and drastically better mental and physical health.  We could even usher in a truly new economic revolution that would increase standards of living on par with the industrial revolution if Boss Boomers would simply let people work from home.

And some do.

That is, until they don’t and renege on that perk.

Telecommuting is only the pinnacle example of a perk as it can make all the difference in one’s job, even life.  And I only delved into it in such detail because it truly shows the tremendous cost Boss Boomers’ ignorance has cost society.  But other perks such as flexible work schedules, windows in the office, good coffee, jeans at the office, even something as minor as headphones can also make all the difference in the world to an employee.  But to betray the trust of your employee simply because some other employees complained or you simply changed your mind, is just yet another reason of the many we’ve highlighted where Boss Boomers have made traditional employment simply unacceptable to any normal, self-respecting person.

The Biggest Lie Ever

The employment and managerial methods of Boss Boomers were insulting, unacceptable, unethical, often illegal, and despicable.  But to add insult to injury Boss Boomers had one more trick up their sleeve.  Anytime something went wrong, they had the ego and the arrogance to make it sound like it was your fault.  That you were the one failing.  That you were the one to blame for their incompetence, lies, and egomania.  Not them.

This was more common than you think because things often went wrong when Boss Boomers were at the helm.  Be it something as minor as high employee turnover at a single firm or destroying the entire tech sector by financing the Dotcom Bubble, Boss Boomer incompetence would lead to missed profits, missed sales goals, reprimands, layoffs, bankruptcies, federal penalties, stock market crashes, and even the entire global economy going into recession.  But because Boss Boomers were at their core egotistical, their pride simply could not accept the fact that these things were their fault.  And since it couldn’t have been them who had the problem, it must have been somebody else.  Namely, their then naïve, 22 year old, freshly-graduated Millennial and Gen X employees.

This was an absolutely maddening experience for any hard-working Millennial or Gen X’er unfortunate enough to work under one of these delusional Boss Boomers.  The reason why is you would automatically defer to Boss Boomers because it logically made sense.  They were your elders.  They were the boss. They were 45 with gray hair and 20 years’ experience, and you were just an inexperienced 24 year-old know-nothing.  In other words, Boss Boomers were infallible.  Therefore, if something went wrong and your boss was mad, you must have done something wrong and it was only you who was to blame. 

But in operating from this false premise millions of Millennials and X’ers would misdiagnose the real problem, which was a recipe for going insane.  You would futilely try to improve yourself by getting more training or perhaps a Master’s degree.  You would change the chart color from gray to a slightly darker shade of gray, thinking that would make the boss less angry (true story).  You’d think you were a bad employee because your boss took away your “earphone privileges.”  And you’d even fetch your psychopathic boss coffee thinking that was your problem.  Years, even decades Millennials and Gen X’ers would spend trying to unlock the secret to professional and career success, desperately trying to figure out what they were doing wrong.  When in reality there was absolutely nothing wrong with them.  It was simple Baby Boomer ineptitude. Simple Boss Boomer incompetence.  Simply weak, pathetic men.

Like all deals with the devil, Boss Boomers would have to pay the price as they could not keep up the charade forever.  And there was a defining moment where they failed so spectacularly that the scales fell from the younger generations’ eyes to see Boss Boomers for the weak, incompetent men they were.  The financial crisis of 2008.

The financial crisis of 2008 was so crushing it shocked people awake to see the Boss Boomers for what they were.  A recession like that had not seen its equal in 30 years, nor its superior in 90.  But what made it particularly jarring was its origins directly threatened the most important (financial) thing in people’s livelihoods – their homes.  Homes were repossessed, foreclosed upon, and families evicted.  This gave Americans long pause to sit and think about how the Great Recession came about.  But for younger people it pierced the illusion of Boss Boomer superiority and infallibility. The Boss Boomers were squarely in command of the economy at that time and it was their ineptitude, incompetence, and corruption that allowed the Great Recession to happen.  And everybody could see it.  Alas, the Boss Boomers were no longer infallible, they were in fact quite inferior.

When you put the Great Recession in context of the education bubble, broken homes, divorce, single parenthood, an unrepayable national debt, and the fact 2/3rds of Boomers hadn’t saved enough for retirement, it became very apparent that the Boomer generation, in general, had absolutely no freaking clue what it was doing.  Your gut instincts were right all along about Boss Boomers.  They were drunk at the wheel and should never have been listened to in the first place.  But this doesn’t make up for the years of torture you endured thinking there was something wrong with you and your career.  And it doesn’t make up for the incredible stress Boss Boomer incompetence caused because it constantly threatened your job and thus your livelihood.  But the good news is Boss Boomers are now a known quantity.  They have been disgraced.  They have been proven wrong.  History will know this forever.  And though confiscating their social security checks might sound a tempting form of compensation, a slight comfort might be knowing that they were so incompetent the simple hashtag “OK Boomer” actually carries weight and intrinsic value.  So much so you can utter it and put an entire generation of ex-Boss Boomers in their place.

The 1099 Superior Race

There is, however, a bit of good news from this disaster known as Boss Boomers. 

In making it impossible to work with them, Boss Boomers…well…made it impossible.  Sure, you might leap to another lily pad, hoping it would at least be tolerable, but what you’d find is you were just jumping from one frying pan into another.  There was never going to be a sane, stable, long term job.  But with the advent of the internet and (curiously enough) Obamacare, Millennials were given a reprieve from traditional employment and the Boss Boomers who ruined it.

The internet essentially allowed Millennials to bypass Boss Boomers in a myriad of key ways.  First, you no longer needed a third party employer to offer your labor and skills to a client.  You could just go online, set up a website or a profile, find a client who needed some work done and directly apply to them.  No HR ditz, no Boss Boomer, no “Master’s degree preferred.”  Second, you could work for anybody doing anything.  You were no longer relegated to employers within a 50 miles radius of your house, nor were you relegated to being an accountant or a carpenter.  Be it bookkeeping, consulting, coding, even baby-sitting, if you could do it, you could make money on it online.  You didn’t need permission from some gatekeeping Boss Boomer to be successful.  Finally, you could do your job how you saw fit.  Not the inefficient handicapped way Boss Boomers demanded.  This allowed you to be efficient as possible, realizing your full potential, and keeping the maximum share of profits for yourself.    In short, the internet allowed you to become a hired gun to the world. A “Company of One.”  Aka - an “independent contractor.” And nobody could stop you.

This was good news because contributing to this labor market revolution at the same time was Obamacare.  Whatever its good-intentions, Obamacare drastically increased the cost of health insurance for everyone, including employers.  To avoid paying this increased expense employers either scaled their employees’ hours down to 29.5 hours (making them part time) or would simply not hire people, contracting out their work instead.  This resulted in the “gig economy” where people would have to work multiple jobs just to make a living.  Worse, since they had no single reliable employer, people would have to buy their own health insurance privately.

But while the gig economy may have sounded like a bad deal, in reality Obamacare and the gig economy was a blessing in disguise because it drove demand up for independent contractors.  It not only commoditized labor, but normalized independent contract work as opposed to pre-dispositioning people into mandatory 9-5 traditional Boss Boomer work.  This pushed everyone to become a 1099 contractor rather than a W2 employee. A hired gun versus a wage slave.  A “Company of One” versus a worker drone. 

In other words, entrepreneurs vs corporate cogs. 

This is the lemonade made from the lemons of Boss Boomers.  In making traditional employment impossible Boss Boomers essentially forced younger generations to seek other forms of employment, namely self-employment.  And while at first glance the “gig economy” seems like a raw deal, it is in fact drastically superior to traditional W2 Boomer employment.  You get a higher hourly wage in that there is no third party employer taking their cut to fund your Boss Boomer’s salary.  You have a diversified client base where you rely on no one gig, so no one individual boss can threaten your entire income stream.  You also have a diversified skill set which inoculates you against recession.  Health insurance is cheaper since you are insuring only yourself as opposed to subsidizing obese, unhealthy Boomer employees at a corporate gig.  And you will never have to hear “If I can’t see you, how do I know you’re working?”

This has resulted in one of the rare bright spots of the Millennial generation.  Millennials are effectively a generation of micro-entrepreneurs. Nomadic coders, programming code while sitting on a Thai beach.  Parents who can stay at home and watch over their kids as they contract out as a one-man call center.  They can drive Uber or Lyft if times get desperate.  And the thousands of brewpubs dotting the nation were no doubt started by Millennials who had their fill of Boss Boomers.

Boss Boomers may have been an absolutely loathsome lot.  But they made traditional employment so bad, it made entrepreneurship a much better alternative.  Without them we would have never had the incentive to leave them and the corporate world.


CHAPTER 10 – THE PARENT BOOMERS

The truth is this.  Your parents had sex, opted not to abort you, and that's why you're here.  You didn't have a say in whether you'd be here or not.  Nor did you get to determine who your parents were.  It was their choice, their decision, and thus 100% their responsibility.  Raising you was 100% their responsibility.  But this responsibility isn’t something like being a Boss Boomer and owing it to younger generations to write an honest job description.  Nor is it like being a Professor Boomer whose guilt inevitably forces him to level with his students about the unemployability of their liberal arts degrees. 

It’s raising a human being.

It’s preparing a sentient, conscious, human to be able to survive in the real world.

It’s taking an innocent, completely helpless infant, feeding it, bathing it, raising it, and training it so that it may not only sustain itself in the real world, but ideally succeed and thrive.

There is no more important responsibility in the world than raising the children you decided to bring into existence.  It is the ultimate responsibility in the entire universe.  And even if you don’t take the clinical, philosophical approach about the sanctity and value of human life, at least the emotional human side of loving your own flesh and blood ought compel you to make damn sure you did your best job raising them.  But as we’ve seen with other types of Boomers, it’s often the ones who were supposed to love you the most, or at least the ones you could trust, who are the ones who hurt you the most.  And sadly, Parent Boomers were no exception.

This isn’t to say that Parent Boomers didn’t love their children or were actively abusive.  Parent Boomers, like all Boomers, can run the gambit from absolutely great and amazing people to the most vile and despicably evil people possible.  But the real issue is not whether Parent Boomers loved their children, as most of them did at some level. It’s whether Parent Boomers loved their children more than anything else.  And it is here we find most Parent Boomers’ love for their children was secondary, even tertiary to those same four ulterior motives that drove most other Boomer behavior:

Laziness/Fear of work and toil

Self-love

Profit, and

Politics

And nowhere is this more apparent than in Boomer Parents tacitly refusing to raise their own children.

Outsourcing Your Children

There are many ways in which most Boomer Parents (and nearly all parents today) abdicated their responsibility of raising their children.  But the most common and damaging one was by outsourcing their children to daycare.

Let us be perfectly clear. 

Outsourcing your children to daycare is the defining act you don’t love them most in life.  If you wanted to have children, then why didn’t you raise them?  The act alone of leaving your toddler or infant with a stranger to raise them is proof you only wanted to have a kid, not be a mother or a father.  And it doesn’t matter what feminists say, what parents say, or what self-proclaimed family experts say.  It only matters what Parent Boomers did. And in shipping their children off to daycare they made the clear and unmistakable proclamation that they loved themselves and their careers more than they did their children. 

Still, in the face of this black and white act, parents will defend their choice to outsource their children.  But if you critically look at every noble excuse Parent Boomers (and modern day ones) will give you as to why they did so, it only digs their hole deeper as it’s even more evidence their children were secondary to more important things in their lives.

The most common retort from Parent Boomers is they couldn’t afford children under a single income, thus both parents had to work.  But this is a canard on two fronts.  One, if you can’t afford to have one parent stay home to raise the children, then that is nature telling you, you shouldn’t have any.  Having the finances necessary to have a parent stay at home to raise your children would be the ultimate financial prerequisite to having a child.  But many Boomer Parents did not care whether they could actually afford to raise a child, let alone would drag it through childhood poverty.  It was more important to them to *have* a child, thus relegating the child to more of an object than a human being to raise. 

Second, it is a bold face lie you need two incomes to support a family. It’s merely an issue of priorities. 

When doing research for a separate project I compared the budget of a US family of five from 1955 to today.  And it was very clear why you need two incomes today - Americans spend thrice the inflation-adjusted money.  The 1950’s were not magical, they were frugal.  There was usually one car and the husband took the bus to work.  Wifey-poo didn’t get a luxury Range Rover to go to her nail appointments. The house was 1/3rd the square footage they are today where Wally and the Beav shared a bunkbed, not a palatial McMansion estate where each kid got their own room.  The 1950’s family also didn’t travel to Europe financing the purchase with a home equity line with money they didn’t have.  They piled in the station wagon and drove to Yellowstone or maybe Disney World if they were lucky.  And moms in the 50’s didn’t saddle the family budget with $100,000 in student loans and a $700/month payment for a “Masters in Sociology.”  They clipped coupons and stretched the family dollar.  Boomer Parents could have easily afforded to keep a one-parent home.  They simply chose not to because they valued THINGS more than their own children.

But even if their excuse wasn’t an issue of finances, Parent Boomers often plainly and blatantly stated that they loved their career and themselves more than their children.  Particularly among Baby Boomer women and their views of being a stay at home mom. 

Hillary Clinton perhaps stated it best when she said, “I suppose I could have stayed home and baked cookies and had teas, but what I decided to do was to fulfill my profession.” She received a lot of guff for that statement, but just as much praise and accolades among Boomer Moms (as well as moms today).  She also belied her true motive – her career, not her family came first in life.  Regardless, so unstigmatized and normalized has daycare become that ever since the 70’s mothers didn’t even try to hide their love for their career, themselves, even the religion of feminism over that of their children.  Some even bragged about it, going so far as to call for government-funded daycare, which means they valued working over being a mother so much they wanted the taxpayer to raise their Millennial children.  One might argue that perhaps young Mom Boomers didn’t know what they were doing or saying, misled by feminism to place more value on their careers then their children.  But all that ultimately mattered to their Millennial children was that mom wasn’t there.

And then there are the public schools.  On two major accounts Boomer Parents outsourced their Millennial children to the state through the public schools.  One through programs like “head start,” pre-school, and pre-k.  Two, through before-and-after school programs that were just taxpayer funded baby-sitting.  Though ostensibly intended to give kids a “head start” the real purpose of these programs was to allow both Boomer Parents to work without having to pay for a baby sitter.  And while this certainly worked, it came at the cost of spending time with their kids and forming an actual family.  And so instead of having sit down meals with breakfast and dinner, Parent Boomers at most would spend time with their kids chauffeuring them from one school program to another, not even noticing their children growing up.  When it was all said and done teachers would spend 76% more time with your average Millennial child than their own parents.  But at least both parents got promoted to management at work and saved a bundle on baby-sitting.

Materialism

Another example where Millennial children played second fiddle to the ulterior desires and wants of Parent Boomers was materialism.  We alluded to this before when it came to parents valuing their careers over their children, but Parent Boomers’ materialism is much more complex and nuanced than that.  It can be blatantly obvious where there’s no doubt they love money more than they do their own children.  But it can be very subtle where even the parents themselves don’t realize deep down inside they value things more than their children, perhaps even viewing their children as objects themselves.  But regardless of where they viewed their children on this spectrum, their children were usually subservient to status, material items, even money.

On the more blatant side were instances where the parents only used their children for money.  Unfortunately, I’ve had more than one young man approach me who wished to go to college or attend the military to escape his impoverished home.  And in both times the problem they faced was their mother would disown them as she would get less of a Section 8 housing allowance if they were to leave home.  There were also a handful of clients whose parents would use their child’s social security number to open up (and then never pay back) credit cards.  Of which my clients would not know about until they applied for a credit card as an adult, which led them to consult me in the first place.  Such things are not so much blatant materialism as they are child abuse.  Threatening to disown your child because he wants to go and improve himself and that would cost you your precious government gimmedats is only proof you never loved your son.  You only viewed him as an ATM.  Or stealing your children’s social security number so you can have a six month spending spree is proof your parents viewed you as a host to parasite upon and nothing else.  But the real cowardice is banking on your child’s genetic programming to not only love, but need their parents, and pitting that against their own self-interests as you ruin them financially forever.

Admittedly, most parents would never stoop so low as to abuse their children for financial gain or steal from them. Additionally, most of those instances mentioned were Gen X’ers and only two Boomers.  But Boomer Parents were still masters at using their children as objects for financial gain.  Specifically, as chess pieces.  And the game they were playing was divorce.

Here there is absolutely no denying that some Parent Boomers put their financial interests ahead of their children.  And not only financial interests, but something as petty as getting revenge on their ex.  The horror stories we’ve all heard when parents got divorced shows you how quickly the mature adult behavior is thrown out the window, and how quickly a Millennial kid is turned into a weapon to extract as much money and pain out of an ex as possible.  Be it trying to gain custody for child support, lying in court about what the ex had done, even being so petty as to drive 16 hours to prevent your ex from having your kid on the day “he wasn’t supposed to have him,” all of that was indisputable proof that some parents only viewed their child as a tool to make money with as well as extract a toll of revenge.  It doesn’t need to be stated here that divorce hurts children.  Because it technically doesn’t.  It’s petty, vindictive parents who love their child support check more than their child that hurts them.

Then there was having children as if they were things.  The parents may not have been divorced.  They may have been perfectly happy, but the kids were not so much children they needed to raise as much as they were an item to check off on their to do list.  This was and is very common among double income households because, once again, if you can’t afford to have one parent stay home, then you can’t afford children.  But this didn’t stop many Parent Boomers from breeding anyway because it wasn’t a sentient, human life they were bringing into existence.  It was just a child.  It was just a thing.  Besides, “I want a child, and that is all that matters.”  Alas, these kids were part of a lifestyle, not a family.

These kids I like to call “SUV Kids” because that’s precisely how their parents viewed them - as a nice luxury item.  They really didn’t spend time with the kid, they really didn’t put much effort into it, and often times they’d hire a nanny to raise it, because in the end the child was merely a familial mantel piece.  A status symbol.  A scratching of the biological itch to pass on their genetics.  But certainly nothing to spend time raising or loving.  And though it is not as bad as outright stealing from a child, it’s painful in a different way because it’s confusing.  Millennial children of two income households likely had every material want and desire satisfied.  So if asked what was wrong, they wouldn’t be able to objectively say because empirically it looked as if they had everything in life, even their parents.  Which they did.  It’s just that they didn’t have any love or parenting to go with their parents or all the other nice things in the house.

Too Lazy and Cowardly to Parent

I was attending a charity event and found myself talking with a Boomer couple and their 20 something daughter.  The topic of conversation was about their other daughter who could not attend as she lived out of state.  Though she was pushing 30, she was still having trouble “finding herself” and still relied on the financial support of her parents.  But I could tell by the rolling eyes of the younger daughter that it was her parents’ handouts that was the problem, not the solution, as it was simply enabling her older sister to continue her parasitic lifestyle. 

They knew I was an economist so they asked for my advice.  And I said “Cut her off cold turkey, totally, now.”  But the mother said something very interesting.

“Oh no.  I just couldn’t do that.  She’s my baby.”

And so I left it at that as I knew there was nothing I could do. 

But that statement really needs to be dissected because it is everything wrong with Boomer Parenting (and parenting today).  Because while on the face of it, it seemed the mother just wanted what was best for her child, in reality she was a lazy and cowardly mother who clearly loved herself more than her own child. 

The real reason the mother (and father) continued to financially support their adult-child daughter is not because they loved her.  It’s because of fear.  Fear of the toil and suffering that comes with being a real parent. And not only were they too lazy to parent, but they were cowards on top of it, afraid of the confrontational conversation they would have to have with their daughter to set her on the path of adulthood.  This is why they forked over the monthly stipend to their daughter, because it spared them the discomfort and pain of having an uncomfortable conversation.  And so if you think about it clearly, they literally feared the discomfort of having that necessary conversation more than they loved their daughter because if they really loved their daughter more than themselves they would gladly suffer that minor pain to ensure her future would be better in the long run.

This is everything that was wrong with Boomer parenting – laziness and cowardice.

Parenting is hard.  And the fear of things that is hard is what drives all laziness.  But some Parent Boomers had a solution that would satisfy both their desire to have children, but not suffer the pain and toil that would come with properly raising a kid – they would half-ass it.  Specifically, they would choose the aspects of parenting they liked to do and avoid the ones they didn’t.  It would be all carrots, no sticks.  All good cops, no bad.  All cake, no Brussel sprouts.  All time outs, no spanking.  All motherly love, no tough, fatherly love.  And the Millennials would pay dearly.

The reason they would pay is because the real world was not all cake, carrots, good cops, positive feelings, puppies and unicorns.  It wasn’t the utopia Professor Boomers insisted it must be. And it wasn’t the namby-pamby bullshit your elementary school teachers told you it should be.  The real world was tough, unfair, viscous, Machiavellian, conniving, evil, and opportunistic.  And in shirking their parental duties by raising a generation of children under this pie in the sky lie, with absolutely no tough love that would prepare them for the real world, Boomer Parents sent their children into the world defanged, declawed, and completely clueless. 

The quintessential example of this is the education bubble. 

I personally do not know why it is so hard to sit a child down and have a reality-based conversation about how galactically stupid it is to spend $250,000 on a History degree at Middlebury.  I don’t understand why you can’t just tell your daughter “No, I’m not paying for your Communications Degree at BFU.”  But Parent Boomers just could not get themselves to grow a pair and warn their Millennial children about the absolutely horrible decisions they were making when it came to choosing a degree.  Perhaps it was because the Millennials had nothing else to live for than their degree.  Perhaps K-12 education was such a prison that college became a Promised-Land birthright to them.  And so parents just didn’t have the spine to destroy their children’s dream of majoring in Journalism, no matter how much of a poverty-stricken nightmare that would turn out to be.  Whatever the Parent Boomer excuse was, they failed to prevent their children from borrowing $1.5 trillion for completely worthless degrees.  And their cowardice to be forthright with their kids destroyed the financial lives of millions of Millennials. 

Another example is careers.  Parent Boomers lied to their Millennial children telling them they could do anything and be anything. 

“Follow your heart and the money will follow.” 

“If you find a job you love you won’t work a day in your life.” 

“Do what you’re passionate about.” 

But none of this Disneyland bullshit has any anchoring in the real world.  It’s just something parents tell their children to be “nice” and avoid bursting their children’s delusional dreams about easy and fun jobs.  Therefore, in lying to their children about finding a job they were “passionate” about, Parent Boomers damned their children to malinvest in careers that were low-paying and could barely support a single person, let alone a family.  Journalism, professional activism, teaching, social work, being an artist, etc.  Worse, they convinced their Millennial children they were entitled to careers in these fields, regardless of whether or not there was any economic demand for them.  So instead of people willingly paying their children $100/hr to code or perform surgery, Parent Boomers turned their children into white-collar panhandlers who would perpetually beg (often demand) charities and taxpayers fund what was in reality their low-paying hobbies.  Once again, the fear of having an uncomfortable conversation about real world economics outranked the concern Parent Boomers had for most of their Millennial children.

Then there is perhaps the most important thing in a human’s life.  Something you’d think your parents would try to prepare you for or equip you to attain it in life – love.

The truth about women is they want:

A strong man.

With adequate resources and income.

Who is in shape and can fight off any threats to them or their family.

Who will stand up to her instead of being a doormat.

Who will step up, make decisions, and lead.

And who is tall.

The truth about men is they want a woman with:

Long hair.

Big boobs.

Who isn’t fat.

Who is nice.

Who supports him instead of nags or questions him.

Who doesn’t have another man’s child.

And doesn’t have $150,000 in student loans.

In the past it was largely the father’s responsibility to explain these real-world realities of the opposite sex to his children.  He would take his son aside and explain to him that he needed to go to the gym, become physically strong, learn a well-compensated skill or trade, become charming in some capacity or another, and make sacrifices for his would-be wife and children.  He would also take his daughter aside and explain to her the true nature of men, what to look out for, and how to spot a quality man.  He would also explain to his daughter that men primarily sought youth and beauty and not to squander hers as it was her single greatest asset when it came to attracting a man.  And if the father was particularly wise he would tell both his sons and daughters that the most important thing in life was not their career or their education, but the love of their future spouse and children.

Today, we can see just how much fathers have failed.

Millennial men are effeminate, timid, androgynous pussies that might as well sell their wives and children into slavery if they manage to have either. They have no direction, no ambition, and no tolerance for pain.  They are listless, not leaders, and take on whatever shape society and women tell them to.  And most of them can barely support themselves, let alone a family.  It is perfectly understandable why Millennial women can’t find a man.

But Millennial women are no prize either.  They are obese, loud, entitled, and simply the antithesis of feminine.  They cannot shut up about their careers, their politics, or feminism, even though nobody asked them.  Worse, they are not fun, receptive, loving, or warm.  They are a chore, a lecture, a sermon, a confrontation, a shrew you’d choose not to tame.  And this says nothing about the liabilities they’ve become in terms of their student loans, kids from other men, their proclivity to divorce, and the rare-but-still-too-common false rape accusation.

It should be no shock then why Millennials not only have such trouble dating, but are completely uninspired to do so – the sexes have become worthless to each other.  Neither men nor women have been trained to put forth the effort and sacrifice to become what a potential loved one would want.  And in failing this Millennial men have retreated to their video games and porn, while Millennial women have retreated to their careers and smart phones.  The absence of tough, fatherly love has ruined a generation of men for women and women for men.  And in shirking their duties Boomer fathers cost their Millennial children the most important thing of all – love.

There are many other instances where laziness and cowardice trumped Boomers’ love for their Millennial children.  Parents rarely taught their kids about personal finances, homeownership or retirement.  If Millennials wanted to learn how to fix a car or repair a computer, they’d have a better chance looking it up on YouTube than having their dad show them.  If their children were tortured or bullied in school, rarely would parents consider homeschooling.  And there is of course the aforementioned doping your kids up with drugs for mental disorders they likely didn’t have all to excuse bad parenting.  The larger point is that beyond birthing, food, clothing, and shelter, many Parent Boomers did nothing to invest in their children.  They did nothing to prepare their children for the real world.  They may have fed them and sheltered them, but no wisdom, philosophy, guidance, or context was provided to paint a clear life path for their children. And even if there was a path that was painted, it was heavily skewed towards an unrealistic idealism simply because it was easier than a path painted in reality, hardship, and tough fatherly love.  There’s a reason they offer adulting classes to Millennials. It’s because their fathers chose not to prepare them for adulthood. 

Divorce

While the above accusations are certainly up for debate, there is no debate whatsoever that the Parent Boomers had an outright monopoly on divorce.  And it doesn’t matter which way you cut it, divorce is nothing more than legal child abuse. 

It is understood that sometimes you chose the wrong partner.  And for the safety of yourself and the children you need to divorce them.  But like claiming you needed two incomes to raise a family, when you critically dissect the excuses parents gave for getting divorced you truly see how lowly ranked their children were in their lives.

The first and most obvious one is that divorce is what’s in the best interests of the family.

I attended school with a girl whose family seemed to be the perfect family.  She and her brother were straight A students.  Both parents were well-compensated professionals and good-standing members of the community.  The kids were also great kids, active athletes and once again good students.  But it wasn’t until I graduated from college did I hear that her parents broke up.  And not only did they break up, but unbeknownst to everyone they had been divorced the past 10 years, even dating other people while they acted like they were still married.  The reason they kept up the façade was for the sake of their children.  They did not want to harm or hurt their children until they had all grown up and left the house.  And so they made the incredible sacrifice of living a “good lie” for the benefit of their children.  To this day this is the only instance of acceptable divorce I have ever heard (aside from ones where the family’s safety was threatened), because the parents truly put their children ahead of themselves.

This is not the case for pretty much all the other Parent Boomers who got divorced.  Instead of acknowledging that their children came first and choosing to put on a show for the mental sake of their children, most Parent Boomers got divorced because their intolerance for one another was more powerful than the love for their children.  If parents really loved their children most, and assuming there was no threat to the family from one of the spouses, the only logical solution would be to do precisely what my classmate’s parents did – shut the fuck up, put up with one another, maintain a stable, nuclear family, grind your teeth and suffer, because you made the mistake of bringing children into an unstable home, not the other way around.  But as evidenced by how popular it was for Parent Boomers to get divorced you once again see where most of their loyalties lied. 

A second way you can tell just how lowly Millennial children ranked in the lives of Parent Boomers was in the provably poor partner selection Parent Boomers had.  With half of Boomer marriages ending in divorce, you were just as likely to pick the right partner by flipping a coin.  But this didn’t prevent women from breeding willy-nilly with men that in the end they’d divorce anyway.  Of course, this didn’t mean women actively chose between being happy by getting a divorce and their children, as their children were yet-to-be.  But it does show incredibly poor screening on their part when it came to choosing a mate, and thus how little thought many Mom Boomers gave when it came to bringing innocent lives into this world.  Perhaps they were full of puppy love. Perhaps it was the mere throes of passion.  And certainly there may have been some alcohol involved.  But many Millennials were brought into existence with no more thought than “I *think* this guy might be the one” or worse, “I didn’t pull out in time.”

A third way to tell your parents loved themselves more than you is if they never got divorced.  This is at first confusing as you would think parents never divorcing would be a good thing.  But if they never got married in the first place, then they very well couldn’t have gotten divorced now could they? Cheekiness aside, roughly 25% of Millennials were born out of wedlock.  And while marriage may be what stuffy Ward and June Cleaver did in those outdated 50’s, a nuclear family is absolutely necessary for the proper raising of children.  No matter what feminists and the democrat party say, children need both their parents, period. 

Still, many baby mamas and baby daddies valued themselves and their freedom more than they did their children.  So much so they’d rather have a child grow up in a broken home than marry somebody they weren’t too sure about.  And so many parents brought their children to term, thinking they could raise the child by themselves.  The problem with single parent households is it’s more or less a life-long torture sentence for the kid.  Children from broken homes have thrice the rates of alcoholism, drug abuse, crime, divorce, bankruptcy, STD’s, mental illness, and all other sorts of societal ills.  The life of a bastard child is horrible.  Still, baby mamma’s and baby daddy’s nightclubbing was more important than their child’s well-being.  So they couldn’t let a kid crimp their style by getting tied down to the mother/father.  Good thing you had grandma and grandpa to raise you. 

Consequences

There are two major consequences for Parent Boomers shirking their parental duties.

One, Millennials had their lives ruined.  A kid cannot start out as an infant, raise itself, and then become a successful adult.  It doesn’t have the knowledge or ability to teach itself and is 100% dependent on its elders to provide the wisdom and guidance needed to succeed in the real world.

But the problem is much, much worse than that.  It’s an issue of “garbage in, garbage out.”  Because the Millennials weren’t abandoned.  They weren’t orphaned.  It’s not like their parents didn’t invest trillions in their education, shrink bills, and after-school activities.  They were misinformed.  They were misled.  They were propagandized. They were lied to.

This is infinitely worse than being left alone because at least if left to their own devices and logic they would have stood a 50/50 shot at deducing what the real world was actually like. But in lying to them (intentionally or not) Boomer elders sabotaged the Millennials’ futures, guaranteeing they would at best squander their youth, if not waste their entire lives.

This put Millennials in an impossible situation today.  Because not only do Millennials need to:

	Deprogram themselves from their erroneous programming 
	Re-program themselves based in the real world, while 
	Hopefully salvaging what life they have left on this planet 


But they also have to first admit they’re wrong and don’t know what they’re talking about.  And the Millennial political mind virus is so well entrenched in the Millennial generation that only a very precious few of them actually have the critical thinking skills to shuck it.  This means a metaphorical death sentence for most Millennials as they are doomed to never wake up from The Matrix, guaranteeing the last half of their lives will be as pointless as the first.

Two, whether the Millennials wake up or not, they’re going to blame their failures and misery in life on the only people they can – their elders.  And since it was their parents who were most responsible for their upbringing, their parents will bear the brunt of this blame.  This has already happened with Millennials dismissing their parents’ generation with the OK Boomer hashtag and a general disrespect for Boomers across the country.  But it will likely get worse.  Namely, Millennials will want to have nothing to do with their parents.  Not only because they likely can’t afford to visit the family, or are too busy just trying to make ends meet, but because their Parent Boomers lied to them.  They did a piss poor job of parenting.  And intentional or not, once the Millennials figure this out there will be a lot of lonely Baby Boomers in the nursing homes, if they’re lucky to be put in one at all.

This is the lesson not just Parent Boomers, but all of us need to learn.  The pursuit of the easy life, the easy way out, or just half-assing life comes at a great cost.  Perhaps the greatest cost – loved ones.  Because if you love yourself so much, or are such a coward you cannot suffer or sacrifice for others, then you are not only incapable of love, but also incapable of being loved.  Sure, you might be able to fool some people for a while.  Sure, your children are biologically and financially compelled to love you for their first few years of life.  But in the long run your true, selfish and self-serving colors will come out.  And while your early days may have been easy, perhaps even filled with material wealth as you shirked your duties to others, you will have no one of any quality or caliber in your life as it will have become very apparent where your ulterior motivations laid.


CHAPTER 11 – BOOMERS v 2.0

Boomers v 2.0

You would think with all the problems Millennials have endured because of poor leadership on the part of their elders, they would make darn sure not to repeat those mistakes again.  And if we were to believe the cycle of bad times creating good men, those hard times should be forging Millennials into some of the strongest men today. But as the Millennials are now approaching the average age of 30 there is no galvanizing of steel, no forming of diamonds, and no forging of strong men.  They’re honestly starting to look like a repeat of the Boomers.  And the reason why is the Millennials are not as bad as the Boomers.  They’re worse.

Whatever the many and legitimate criticisms we may have of the Baby Boomers, the Millennials are just as guilty, if not more so, of the same mistakes and sins of their Boomer parents.  Boomers majored in laughably stupid degrees, but the Millennials went into crippling levels of debt for them.  Boomers chose their careers over their children, but Millennials demand the government raise and take care of theirs.  Professor Boomers screwed Millennials over with worthless degrees, but that hasn’t stopped Millennial professors from doing the same to Gen Z.  Boomers protested against war, while Millennials literally protest against having to work for a living (BGI, bailouts, etc.).  No matter how much of a dirty hippie a Boomer was in the 60’s, at least he wasn’t shitting the streets of Portland and San Francisco like his Millennial brethren do today.  And at least the Boomers protested to protect the freedom of speech.  Millennials are the only generation of Americans to actively stifle free speech, censoring people via “cancel culture” and doxing.  It’s hard to one up the Boomers at Boomering, but by god if the Millennials didn’t pull it off.

Still, shitting in the streets and fighting against free speech is not the worst thing Millennials have done.  It’s ruining their children’s lives.  Because just like Parent Boomers refused to raise their children, Millennials are repeating that same mistake, just worse.  And just as Parent Boomers made their kids’ lives a living hell, so too are the Millennials.

Letting their kids shit their pants until they’re four. 

Letting them run around restaurants making noise. 

Getting kicked out of apartments because they let their kids scream all the time. 

Never spanking them, always time outs. 

And trying to morally reason with two year olds as to why “We don’t spit on Uncle Tommy” as if the child was Socrates. 

You don’t need to be a child psychologist to know how this ends up.  The children of Millennials will suffer the same fate once they enter the real world.  It’s just their children will be even more maladapted to society because their Millennial parents will have been that much worse as parents. 

And this is the bright side of Millennial parenting!

Like Boomers, Millennials have also doped up their kids to excuse their poor parenting, often times being on the same drug as their kids.  There’s parents who obsess about politics, raising their six year old to be an “environmentalist” or a “feminist” when the kid just wants to play with his toys.  This is, of course, better than being so obsessed about “gender identity politics” that you try to raise your kid as a different gender instead of letting your child choose when the time comes.  But even that’s better than being so obsessed with your Millennial political religion that you put your kids on hormone-blocking drugs to show how open-minded and accepting you are to other demented parents. And then there’s the occasional infant who dies in the news because his vegan parents wouldn’t feed him meat or protein.  This certainly isn’t the majority of the Millennials, but they do have a monopoly on putting their Millennial political religion ahead of their children, even to the point they kill some of them.  An indication parenting is getting worse, not better.

We can go on about the failings of the Millennials, but the larger point is the Millennials learned nothing from the mistakes of both their parents and themselves.  They learned nothing from getting hoodwinked by their professors and bosses.  They learned nothing from being latch-key kids.  They learned nothing from their empirical failures in life.  And in learning nothing from either the Boomers or themselves, Millennials are not only doomed to repeat these mistakes, but guarantee future generations will do the same.

This is the real reason we need to figure out why the Boomers were so bad at raising the next generation and why the Millennials are continuing this legacy.  Because if we don’t, we damn all future generations into becoming Millennials.  We damn them to having no futures at all.  Thankfully, we touched on the answer previously, highlighting the four main ulterior motives that drove the Boomers’ poor choices and decisions – laziness, profit, self-love, and politics.  But there is something more universal and fundamental that is driving these behaviors.  Something inherent to human nature and immune to all facts, reason, logic, evidence, even morality. Something so strong it even compels people to act against the best interests of their own children.  And if we can identify this core problem we can finally understand what’s causing this generational decay and stop it from ruining the future.

But to understand what that is, we first need to understand a very important concept.

And that very important concept is reality.

The Reality Principle

The Reality Principle is a very simple principle.  It states the closer you base your decisions to reality the more effective and successful you will be.  For example if I am on top of a cliff and I wish to jump off of it and fly, that decision is not based in reality and I am guaranteed to fail.   But if I have a hang-glider attached to me and I decide I will fly with a hang-glider, that is based in reality and so I will likely succeed. 

However, The Reality Principle is more of a continuum of success vs failure than it is a strict rule of “pass/fail.”  If I am a woman and looking to date someone, and I spend time at the gym, diet right, put on a nice dress, and show up on time for my date, but accidentally burp while having dinner, it’s not a perfect performance, but you’re close enough to the target you’ll likely have success.  But if I’m overweight, I stuff my face with carne asada and fries, have another man’s child, and expect a man to like me for my Master’s in Sociology, I’m still too far from the target of reality to have any success.  And so if you fail at something, it behooves individual to do some research to assess reality as precisely as possible so that their decisions might be more effective in the future. 

Regardless of the example, the logical conclusion of this principle is that you want to eternally strive to know precisely what reality is so you don’t waste your time or resources.  You want to know what the truth is because you want the most success in life.  And the only way your choices and actions will result in success is if they are based in reality/truth, or the closest approximation possible of it.

However, what’s great about The Reality Principle is how absolute and simple it is.  If you base your decisions in reality you will be successful, simply because you have no other choice because reality is reality.  There is no alternative.  You only hurt yourself the further away you get from it, so why not commit to finding out the truth and basing your decisions in it?  It’s as much of a foregone conclusion as gravity.  But undeniable as The Reality Principle is, even it being the key to all success, it has a huge competitor for the hearts and minds of Americans and people the world over - Lies.

Nothing good comes of lies.  Matter of fact they’re the cause of all problems, suffering, and evil in this world.  But morality aside, lies are bad for another more practical reason - they’re false.  They’re erroneous.  They are the opposite of reality.  And so if you base any decisions in them you violate The Reality Principle and are thus guaranteed to fail.  But despite lies being pretty much the cause of all evil and failures in life, they have an irresistible sales pitch because they appeal to two weaknesses in human nature – laziness and feelings.

Everybody is lazy at their core.  And everybody has feelings because we are all human. But these two aspects of human nature are not mere flukes within human design or evolutionary eccentricities.  They are the two most powerful psychological forces in the human mind because they served to meet the two most basic needs in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.  Biological and safety needs. 

Without going into a lengthy bio-evolutionary lecture, laziness was critical to survival because it made the most efficient use of the very limited calories of energy available to us in the past.  Prehistoric man had to conserve energy as much as possible and if he was going to expend it he had to do so very efficiently and judiciously.  Because if he didn’t, and expended more calories of energy chasing an antelope than the food it would yield, he’d starve to death very quickly.  Feelings and emotions were also critical to survival because humans were not lone wolves, they were (and still are) herd animals.  To survive it exponentially paid to work within a team or a tribe which would allow for the easier entrapment of food, the specialization of labor, and safety in numbers.  But if you didn’t get along with the tribe they would either kill you, banish you, or sell you into slavery, all of which was a death sentence.  So when you are liked, loved, or merely accepted you have positive feelings because your survival was more guaranteed.

This makes lies such a great sell because it directly plays to the two most powerful forces in the human mind. It either promises something for nothing (which is the definition of laziness), or love/acceptance/popularity within society (which triggers good emotions), or a combination of both.  And while we can sit here academically, objectively identifying lies as “bad” and logically conclude not to believe them, those Darwinistic forces of survival are so strong it’s a lot easier said than done.

Thus, lies pit the two most powerful parts of our brains against one another – the logical frontal cortex and that of our instinctual hind brain.  And an epic battle ensues between what we consciously know to be right and what feels instinctually good, no matter how wrong.  And if human behavior is any indication as to which one wins in the end, it very clearly and logically is lies. 

American obesity is clear proof people are choosing ice cream over broccoli. 

Worthless degrees are clear proof Americans choose laziness over reality. 

Choosing to do drugs (legal or not) is the lazy way out of dealing with your problems.

Every socialist party, including the democrat party, is nothing more than a party promising free shit on the backs of others in exchange for votes.

Reading dieting books, dieting magazines, dieting blogs, and participating on dieting internet chat rooms….but never actually dieting is again proof humans love sweet tasting lies more than harsh truths. 

Smoking cigarettes despite the fact they cause cancer is, again, living a lie.

And if there is a testament as to how strong lies are against all other forms of human mental strength it’s the fact so many spouses are obese proving they love laziness and food more than they love their actual spouse.

In short, the majority of people love lies more than anything else in the world, even reality, because laziness and acceptance are the strongest instincts humans have.  So strong, in fact, reality could be starring them right in the face, even threatening them with death, and people will still reject it no matter how empirical it may be because they need their lies and their precious fee fees more.

Alas, with such strong, underlying instincts it should come as no surprise that many Boomer, Gen X, and Millennial parents often threw their children under the bus for their own ulterior motives. It should also come as no surprise with lies being so popular other people capitalized on the opportunity to sell them.  Professor Boomers selling worthless degrees.  Psychology Boomers selling excuses and false hope.  Social scientists telling parents the state can raise their children.  Boss Boomers lying on job descriptions.  Democrats lying to minorities.  And Oprah, well, peddling lies to middle aged women like they were heroin. 

And this is where the problems of not just the Millennials, but all of society originate.  We tell each other lies because we ourselves are eternally lazy.  Nobody wants to work.  Nobody wants to put in the effort.  We all want to be loved, be accepted, and be popular.  But like hell if we’re ever going to put in the effort to legitimately achieve or earn those things.  And since it’s easier to trade one another lies rather than it is hard, productive labor, the country (and the world) has become an environment and economy of lies.  So much so many of us either live in an insane world or are insane ourselves.

But as mentioned before, no matter how sweet tasting the lies, there is a consequence.  We violated the inviolable Reality Principle.  And in doing so and being soooooo far removed from the target of reality, we now suffer the consequences.  “Highly educated Millennials” who can’t find a living wage job.  Disgusting and sexually repulsive spouses who literally love food more than they do their spouse.  Parents who love themselves more than their children.  1/4th of the population believing they’re mentally ill and are on some kind of drug.  All while society decays as a whole with slower economic growth, more debt, more mental illness, higher suicide rates, and higher mortality rates.  But worse, if there’s enough lies told and a critical percentage of the population believes them, society will collapse because an economy of lies is not sustainable.  And no matter how great it was living under the delusion of those sweet-tasting lies, it will come to an abrupt halt when the electricity doesn’t come on, the water doesn’t run, cops are nowhere to be seen, and bandits are raping your daughters.

But if we have the courage and bravery today to identify these lies and what is going on, we can end the madness now.  We can prevent a repeat of the Millennial generation, even save them from the miserable lives they have today.  We can get kids a quality and employable education by 16 instead of turning them into unemployable indentured servants at 26.  We can have children raised under stable nuclear families, instead of rotting in the broken homes they are now.  We can even have great sex instead of the obligatory chore-like sex that infects most moderately obese bedrooms today.  In short, we can usher in a whole new world of not only economic, career, and financial success, but happiness, joy, love, and brotherhood.  We only need to commit to reality, strive to figure out what the truth is, make changes and decisions based in those realities, and be brave enough to point out when the emperor has no clothes. 

Besides, it’s not like society has a choice in the matter.  It is reality after all.


CHAPTER 12 – THE LYING INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

There is just one minor problem in deciding you’re going to unplug yourself from The Matrix and start dropping truth bombs on American society.  A lot of people are not going to like it.

A LOT.

And the reason why is that America is 100% completely dependent, reliant upon, and addicted to lies. 

This is not some avant-garde or esoteric claim used to sound like a college student trying to act intelligent.  It’s very much true.  The number one thing we produce, manufacture, sell, and consume in America is lies.  And the reason why is because the number one thing American people and families value in their lives are lies.  Our primary concern is no longer about food, clothing, or shelter.  Our economy is so advanced it isn’t even about having specific material luxury goods such as a car, a McMansion, or fancy clothes.  We have so little real cares in life and so much access to wealth, that what gives the majority of Americans value today is the status, prestige, and feelings that come with living a lie.  And the examples are limitless:

You have the idiot college students today who do not attend college for anything practical as an education or to invest in their career, as much as they do “the college experience.”  A delusional and unsustainable lifestyle where you get to make-believe you’re an intellectual and don’t ever have to work a job, while partying and getting laid all the time.  This luxury only sets them back $100,000, 4 years of their youth, and mortgages their entire financial futures.  But they really didn’t attend college because it was a wise financial choice. They attended because of the “prestige” that would come with having the college experience and being a college graduate.

Another example is the now-third generation of women who believe they can “have it all.”  Never mind there isn’t enough time for any one person to be a parent, a spouse, and a CEO.  And never mind this has only cost the two previous generations of careerist women their families, their spouses, and perhaps even their careers as no human can do all three well.  These women value the status that “having it all” commands from their colleagues, even if it costs them everything else in life.  Sure, they may have wanted to have children.  But the prestige that came from wearing a Jimmy Chew hat was in their minds worth much, much more.

The entire housing bubble is another example of status afforded to people by lies.  Millions of Gen X’ers and Baby Boomers were so financially illiterate they thought their home values would go up forever and they could use the equity in those homes as an ATM machine to live like they were rich.  Even worse, they started to actually believe they were rich, thinking they could afford a Corvette, a $350,000 McMansion, and a luxury SUV on a combined income of $50,000 (true story).  That was until housing prices stopped going up, the ARM reset, the house was foreclosed on, and their Corvette got repossessed.  But apparently a bankruptcy and a ruined financial future was all worth it because they got to make-believe they were rich…for at least two years anyway.

And speaking of “rich,” there were the “rich” men I dealt with while working in finance.  They would always pull up in a Mercedes, a Beamer, a Range Rover, or an Escalade.  Always a wife or a mistress 15 years their junior on their arm.  But when I looked at their balance sheets they had not a penny in their name.  They had $5 million in assets, and $6 million in debts, and they were desperately trying to get an extension on their loan so they could keep up the façade of a “successful businessman” just another three months.  They too were wiped out (and divorced) when the financial crisis hit.  But again, they got to afford the incredible American luxury of living a lie.

We could go on about Americans living luxurious lies, but the main point is this.  The status and prestige that is afforded to Americans by lies has become the ultimate and final luxury good in the American economy.  The only good left we have yet to afford.  You can own all the material things you ever wanted, have all your Maslowian needs met, even if you have to borrow money to purchase those things.  But we have come so far, we have become so spoiled, we can create a completely different world in our minds from the one we physically live in solely for our own mental comfort. We can imagine ourselves to be great and amazing people, even if it is the direct opposite to what we are in the real world.  All it takes is living a lie.  And all that takes is paying the price to live the lie, which is usually mortgaging our futures, forfeiting our lives, abandoning our loved ones, and succumbing to our egos.

But we’re in luck.

Because there’s a huge part of the economy that is only more than happy to indulge us.  And not only indulge us but finance our lies while also conveniently rationalizing them away for us so we suffer no guilt.

The Lying Industrial Complex

Though we’ve touched on this in Chapter 2, it bears repeating because if you think about it, quite literally 40% of our economy is tailored to sell us lies.  Either directly by the nature of the industry (marketing, fashion, politics, Hollywood) or indirectly by creating entire professions allowing us to live a lie (teachers, professors, CSR, non-profit workers, etc.).

You have the education industry, advertising, media, journalism, lobbyists, politicians, government social programs at the state, federal and local levels, non-profits, colleges, universities, PR firms, unions, social media, CSR departments, HR departments, the fashion industry, the pharmaceutical industry, the psychology industry, the makeup industry, luxury cars, McMansions, shyster law firms, the insurance industry, home equity loans, Hollywood, the democrat party, all other political parties, all women’s daytime talk shows, the NFL, the NCAA, MLB, ESPN, Sportscenter, and most certainly the Hallmark movie channel.  All of them are proprietors of full or partial lies.  All of them cumulatively raking in trillions from the American people every year for lies.  And if you add these industries and professions up you will come close to, if not exceed 40% GDP. 

As mentioned before these people are not going to sit idly by and give up their professions or fiefdoms by which they financially rely upon.  Liberal arts professors will forever defend the “liberal arts” as a key to being a “well-rounded intellectual” no matter how many lives they financially destroy.  CSR personnel will never give up their bogus Corporate Virtue Signaling careers because that would mean they’d have to develop a real skill like accounting or IT which they view as beneath them.  And no democrat is ever going to level with minorities or women and admit they’re really just using them for votes.  The money is too good and selling lies is too easy.  Again, it is the sweetest gig in the world.

But as also explained in Chapter 2, it’s really not these industries or professionals you have to worry about. Yes, they may flex their political and corporate power to keep their fiefdoms.  They’ll buy off politicians, hire lobbyists, or grease some palms to make sure they can continue selling lies.  But there will be no direct threat to you personally.  You’ll merely be enslaved unknowingly on a macro-behind-the-scene level.  Not assaulted in the street or at your home because you advocate lower taxes or believe there’s only two genders.

The same cannot be said, however, of the American people in general.

Take Dr. Jordan Peterson for example.

Though Canadian, Dr. Peterson rose to prominence because he simply refused to use the made up pronouns political activists within the non-binary community demanded he do.  Made up pronouns such as “zhe” and “zher” and other non-gender creations.  The whole point and purpose of these faux-pronouns was a ploy to achieve victimhood and/or bored academics with truly nothing better to do than to navel gaze and present this as serious academic advancement.  Regardless, Dr. Peterson simply refused to indulge or acknowledge such nonsense, because that’s precisely what it was, nonsense. 

Now one could certainly make the case that this may have been slightly rude on Dr. Peterson’s part.  You could even make the libertarian argument that what does it matter what people want to be called?  Out of simple courtesy, indulge these fools and call them what they want to be called.  But never would you demand somebody be fired from his job or profession simply because he refused to play along with such idiocy.

But that’s exactly what happened.

A campaign to fire Dr. Peterson from his position at the University of Toronto was launched and precisely by those same people he offended.  Thankfully, it failed and it also had the backfiring effect of launching him to fame and wealth.  But the point is there are individuals who are so addicted and steeped in lies that if you don’t indulge them in their lies they will attack you personally.

We once again see this anti-free speech, truly tyrannical phenomenon predominantly within the Millennial generation.  Boomers didn’t “dox” people if they wrote something they disagreed with in the letters to the editor section of the newspaper.  Gen X’ers didn’t “SWAT” people (a practice where you call the police on somebody, acting like you are being held hostage there, and they send the SWAT team to that house) because they disagreed with somebody politically on the internet.  The WWII generation didn’t call somebody’s employer to get them fired because he made a donation to a political cause (see Brendan Eich).  And the Silent Generation never assaulted anyone for claiming there was only two genders.  But today, if somebody disagrees with you that’s enough in many Millennials’ minds to ruin your life, get you fired, call a SWAT team, threaten your family, or even physically assault you.

Society cannot survive if people threaten families, careers, or livelihoods merely because they disagree with one another.  But the question is why would people be so insane and veritably evil in the first place to do so?  What compels somebody to attack you if you disagree with them or won’t go along with their lies?  The answer is very simple.

Because that’s all they got.

All they have in life is their lies.

Understand the most valuable thing in most Americans’ lives today are lies.  A Millennial’s worthless college education.  A perfectly mentally healthy individual’s fabricated mental illness they use to garner attention.  Eternally unemployable people’s political crusades.  A Corvette and McMansion of an insolvent, washed up MBA-laden Dude Bro.  A spinster’s Women’s Studies professorship.  And not only is the most valuable thing in their lives a lie, they had to give up their life, all of their money, and mortgage their futures to afford this lie.  They paid the ultimate price (in a sense) as they metaphorically committed suicide in their real lives to afford to live in a delusional one.  And when you take the fact these lies are the most precious, only, and final luxury good that gives these people value AND consider they had to forfeit their real life to live this false one, any time somebody comes along dropping truth bombs, or merely refuses to go along with their façade, you in effect steal the most important and precious thing in their lives.  You put a mirror up to their face to remind them that the real them in the real world is a loser, a nobody, a lazy person, and often a parasite.  You also remind them of what they could have had (love, family, true wealth, beauty, happiness, etc.), but were too weak to work for.  So any action you take, either explicitly rejecting their delusions or your mere presence of living by example, is enough to enrage them and have them attack you.

The nazis who demanded Dr. Peterson get fired.

The cross-dressing fellow who went apeshit because somebody called him “sir.”

Any young American today when you question the value of their degree.

Any CSR employee when you point out their job is bullshit, likely affirmative action.

And just try telling a parent their kid doesn’t have problems, just shitty parents.

If they don’t punch you right there it is a guarantee they will “file a complaint,” dox you, cancel-cultured you, or some other such retaliation because you just took their entire delusional world away from them. 

Thus, the advice in Part II will not only threaten the entire system of which millions of people depend on financially, but will also threaten something they hold much more dear – their egos.  Trillions of dollars and trillions of human hours have been invested in creating an alternative and false reality, even religion, for nearly half the population to live in.  They not only make their economic living from it, but derive their entire life value from these untruths and non-realities.  And the following advice will bring this fragile world crashing down around them and they will not sit idly by letting reality replace their delusional worlds.  Therefore, if you advocate such advice or merely live by it, you can expect a backlash, potentially even violence, from people still plugged in The Matrix.

Still, none of this changes The Reality Principle.  None of this changes the fact that if you base your decisions in reality you will have better success.  And while Part II aims to draw some conclusions or lessons we can learn from the Millennials in the hope no future generation repeats their experience again, it will also provide a modicum of desperately needed sanity in today’s delusional and lie-addicted world.


PART II

THE RECOVERY


STOP BEING STUPID


CHAPTER 13 – YOUR DREAMS ARE STUPID

The standard Millennial path to achieving their dreams in life was a relatively simple process.

You first decided what you want to do in life, what you wanted to become, and what dreams you wanted to live.  You then went out and got an education or training in that respective field or endeavor.  You worked hard at it as it was “your passion” and “if you did what you loved you would never work a day in your life!”  And then magically, several decades later, you would have $1.7 million in a 403b, a state employee pension, 2.1 kids, a dog, an SUV, a McMansion, matrimonial bliss, and early retirement at 62.  And so an entire generation (two if you include Gen X’ers) set off to spend all of their youth, 100’s of thousands of dollars, and decades of their adult years to live their lives and achieve their dreams!

There was just one minor problem.

They never asked first if their dreams were even possible.

And thus most of their dreams were doomed to become nightmares.

The Nightmares

The nightmares are what we have today and what have been enumerated in this book.  The Millennials’ spectacular failure to launch as a generation.  $1.5 trillion in student loans they wish the taxpayer to bail them out of.  A physically ugly generation that does not inspire a replacement rate.  Low homeownership rates and generally poor finances.  And likely a generation that will never be able to afford to retire.

But the real nightmare Millennials are facing is what’s become of their most important dream – their careers.  Because their careers were supposed to be what defined them, gave them value, and gave them purpose in life.  They were going to “save the planet,” “change lives,” and “make a difference,” all while making a living at it at the same time.  They spent all that time and money on becoming journalists or teachers or environmental scientists and yet now approaching the age of 30 they still need to bum money off their parents or get the state taxpayer to subsidize their Obamacare.  Worse, whatever utopia they were told they were going to usher in with their Millennial political religion looks like it just wasn’t going to happen.  And so there they sit, suffering an existential crisis wondering if their dreams were ever going to come true, or if they just wasted their entire lives chasing those dreams.

They needn’t wonder.  They did waste their lives chasing those dreams.  But what’s sad is you can’t wake most Millennials up to this reality because their dreams are all they have.  Thus, most Millennials are condemned to wander around in life aimlessly, listlessly, and depressed.  Like soulless zombies with no real point or purpose in life, pining for a girl who is never coming back.  Still, this doesn’t mean future generations have to suffer the same miserable fate.  And since dreams are indeed vital to a happy life, and no doubt many of you would like to achieve your own dreams, there are some vital lessons to learn from the Millennials about achieving them and, more importantly, choosing them.

Why Most Dreams End Up Becoming Nightmares

The reason most people’s dreams end up becoming nightmares is because once again they violated The Reality Principle.  They did not first ask what they could do. They only asked what they wanted to do. And in doing so they put the cart before the horse, damning most of their dreams to failure.

But again, Millennials, like any other generation, were not deep philosophers of empiricism and practicality at the age of 17.  They were, once again, not formed in a vacuum, being raised by a very shoddy generation of parents.  And so their judgement was clouded, if not outright impaired when it came to deciding how they would invest their one and preciously short life on this planet.  But the same factors that misled Millennials to choose impossible dreams still exist for younger generations today.  And it’s important to review these factors/mistakes as it will help prevent future generations from turning their lives into nightmares.

Lying to Yourself

I am rapidly becoming a believer that people are not that stupid, they’re not that dense, nor are they that mentally ill.  They simply can’t be.  And the reason why is that I’ve had many family, friends, and loved ones who’ve engaged in behavior that is bad for them.  And not just bad, but obviously so.  But after two hours of me yelling at them, pointing out why what they’re doing is bad for them and why they’re stupid on top of it, something very peculiar happens.  They inevitably fess up and sheepishly say,

“Yeah, you’re right. I know.  I just needed somebody to tell me.”

Which then makes me even more enraged, asking the question, “Well, if you knew deep down inside what you were doing was wrong, then why the fuck are you complaining to me about it??!!!”

Perhaps I am too literal.  Perhaps I am too harsh.  Perhaps I’m just not humane enough.  But in nearly every instance of people either engaging in bad behaviors or making stupid decisions, they know - deep down inside - at some level it’s wrong.  It’s bad for them.  And they shouldn’t be doing it.  And even if they were misled by their parents, their teachers and all of society that they could become an “author” or “president” or some other delusional dream, there is a seed of brain matter in everyone that has to, on a fundamental level know it is a bad idea.  Call it a conscience. Call it instinct.  Perhaps even intuition.  Somewhere at some level everybody knows when they are making a bad decision, they just choose to ignore this voice in their head.

Unfortunately, that voice in their head usually isn’t heeded until it’s too late.  The Millennial has gotten her “Doctorate in English” and is forever impoverished.  Or the aspiring “businessman” files bankruptcy for his get-rich drop-shipping businesses.  Or the aspiring actor has to sheepishly return home to his parents in Omaha because he couldn’t hack it in Hollywood.  Whatever the delusional dream, Millennials and every other human out there know at some fundamental level they’re chinsing out, cutting corners, and gambling it pans out well for them.  And when it doesn’t there’s nothing they can do about it because the damage has already been done.

So the first step in preventing your life from becoming a nightmare is to heed that voice.  To be honest with yourself.  To practice at all times intellectual honesty and make sure your dreams are not what you’d “like,” but rather what they can be.  Dreams that are both feasible and what you would like to do.

Your Lying Elders

Harsh as I am on the Baby Boomer generation, Gen X’ers are no better.  They too have been steeped in their own political ideology.  They were the proto-millennials, being equally spoiled and entitled during their youth.  They also majored in incredibly stupid stuff.  And the exact same overpowering forces of laziness and feelings that made Baby Boomers dispense absolutely horrible advice as parents, prompted Gen X parents to do the same.  In short, each chapter that was written about all the various classes of Boomers can go equally well for their Gen X counterparts.  And so any advice they give to future generations also needs to be taken with a gallon of salt.

The common lies told to previous generations will be (and already have been) repeated to future generations.

“Follow your heart and the money will follow.”

“Do what you’re passionate about.”

“If you do what you love you’ll never work a day in your life.”

And the biggest lie of all,

“You can do anything.”

It should be painfully obvious by the disaster of the Millennials that these are bold faced, patent lies. They are not true.  They are not based in reality.  And in being so they should be completely ignored.

However, especially if you are younger, you are going to be heavily tempted to believe these lies because they’re precisely what you want to hear.  Doubly so when you consider that nearly every elder in your life is parroting these same sweet tasting lies.  And triply so when America culture itself was founded on the “Land of Opportunity” and achieving your dreams.  It’s almost “un-American” not to pursue your dreams!  But consider one group of people who followed their heart, hoping the money would follow, and perhaps more so than any other group in America;

Young black men.

Young black men as a group disproportionately attempt to become two things more than any other group in America.  They put more effort, dedication, sweat, and toil into these endeavors than anybody else.  And the entire time they are cheered along by their parent, teacher, and guidance counselor elders because “you can do anything” and “you gotta follow your dreams.”

They want to become rappers and professional athletes.

There’s nothing inherently wrong with wanting to become either.  The problem with both, however, is that you’re facing a 1 in 20,000 chance of becoming either, and that is just the minimum definition of a “professional” where you are merely paid.  Not an all-star LeBron James or Snoop Dog, but rather one of the thousands of low-paid, no name rappers and minor league athletes who likely have to work another job to make ends meet.  But how many millions of young black men “pursued their dream” and failed because nobody dared tell them the truth?  Because nobody wanted to hurt their feelings?  How many young black men did they send up on the metaphorical “Omaha Beach of Lies” to waste their entire lives chasing dreams that were simply mathematically not possible?  Worse, how many of them could have become engineers, accountants, doctors, officers in the military, or other highly-compensated professionals had they not been purposely misled to try becoming an athlete or a musician?  Instead, millions of them sit, operating at only a fraction of their potential because cowardly elders wouldn’t tell them the truth, but would gladly regurgitate them sweet-tasting lies.

The same can be applied to nearly any young person today.  Nobody pushes you to become something practical like a plumber or an electrician.  They encourage you all to become teachers and social workers.  Nobody pushes you to become a railroad worker or join ROTC.  They convince you you’d make a great YouTube celebrity or online influencer.  And the end result is precisely what we have with the Millennials.   The most grossly under-employed, under-utilized, yet overly-educated generation the world has ever seen.  All with fancy college degrees.  All with some pathetic side business that will never make it.  All living below the poverty line.

So do yourself a favor.  Do not listen to your elders about what you can and cannot do.  They simply don’t know.  Consult the Bureau of Labor Statistics instead about which of your dreams are feasible (www.bls.gov).

Stop Being Lazy

Very closely related to “deep down inside,” perhaps even that same seed of brain tissue that tries to warn you about stupid dreams, is your hard-wired biological programming to be lazy.  We’ve discussed this before, as laziness is the strongest biological drive you have in all of your brain.  But in being the strongest psychological force in your entire being, laziness is going to tempt you to play what I like to call “The Dream Lottery.”  And if you choose to, you are doing nothing more than gambling your entire future on winning this metaphorical lottery.

Teachers and social workers are the perfect example.

At a fundamental level every teacher and social worker chose their profession not because they “cared about the children” or they “cared about the poor.”  They chose it because these professions were easy.  Because they avoided math.   Teachers and social workers were hoping to have an easy major, with an easy job at the end of it, all with the goal of having an easy, lazy, work-avoidant life.  But “The Dream Lottery” is if they got really, really lucky they might make “principal” or some other highly compensated government department head where they could actually make some serious money.  But the problem is, just like the real lottery, they weren’t the only ones to come up with this idea.  Matter of fact two entire generations of Boomers and X’ers had the same idea and now currently occupy all the top and mid-level cushy social work, teacher, professor, and non-profit type jobs.  Additionally, the lower-ranks of these industries are flooded with millions of fresh social science graduates every year, forcing everybody to scratch and claw a living out of the finite budgets they steal from the taxpayers approve.

Still, despite knowing better deep down inside, and having the odds against them, millions of lazy young people every year think they’re going to get lucky and make a handsome living at one of these low-paying professions.  They’re going to win the metaphorical “Dream Lottery” making a living doing an easy, math-avoidant, job.  And so they spend 4-8 years getting advanced degrees and certifications (easily working more than if they just went to trade school to became a plumber) hoping someday they land that coveted “Assistant Reserve Deputy Vice Chancellor of Diversity Director” position. 

Unfortunately, like our young black male friends, there’s only so much demand for so many of those types of jobs, and most people end up failing.  They end up working some low-paying part time jobs, maybe tangentially related to their “profession,” all of which is highly dependent on whether a government grant is approved that year or not.  Meanwhile, the debts from their “Master’s in Creative Writing” accrues interest faster than what they can generate with that worthless degree, and many of these poor people end up remaining that for their entire lives – poor.  At least young black men, failed as they might have at becoming professional athletes, didn’t end up with $150,000 in debt for a Masters in Sociology.

Regardless, the point is if you let laziness determine your dreams and goals in life, you are doomed to fail on two fronts.  One, millions of other people are also pursuing those dreams leaving no profit or opportunity for you to do the same.  And this says nothing of the millions of previous generations who’ve already been there for decades and are not going to let you share in their little fiefdoms.  Two, in playing “The Dream Lottery” you put your future in the hands of luck and hope.  Not yourself.  It is completely out of your control whether you succeed or not and you are completely at the mercy and whims of the future as to whether your dreams will come true.  So if you’re going to blow $150,000 on some worthless doctoral program you quite literally could be better off playing the real lottery instead. 

Passion vs. Profession

Closely related to laziness is doing what you’re “passionate about.”  And this brings about another unintended consequence most people don’t think about – low wages.

Very few people want to “unplug the sewers.”  Very few people want to “program terabytes of code.”  Nobody wants to work the late night security guard shift in a warehouse.  And very few people want to cut people open and patch up damaged organs, let alone attend the 13 years of schooling to do so.  But when it comes to doing what you’re “passionate” about, well, then everybody is more than willing to work!

There’s no limit to the number of young women who are “passionate” about working with children.

There’s no limit to the number of young men who are “passionate” about video games.

Middle aged Gen X’ers are a dime a dozen when it comes to their “passion” of being “life coaches.”

And there will never be a shortage of children’s books because everybody is just so “passionate” about writing.

Even I am “passionate” about Eva Mendez and someday, by god, I will find a way to put my “Master’s Degree in Eva Mendez Studies” to use.

There’s just one problem with people’s “passions.”  They’re usually something you want to do.  And the reason you want to do them is because they’re fun or rewarding.  And if you find them fun and rewarding, then there’s a good chance other people do too.  So many, in fact, that the market is flooded with entrants into these “passionate” fields that it depresses wages to unlivable levels. 

This then results in the all-too-tiring complaints and howls that come from teachers, social workers, professors, journalists, and the like about low pay.  That “We are teaching the future, but a guy who hits a sphere over a fence is paid millions!!!??”  It has gotten so bad there are reports of adjunct professors in California living out of their cars and some even resorting to prostitution to make ends meet.  Meanwhile, they pay Evan Longoria $15 million a year because he’s one of the few people on the PLANET who can “hit a sphere over a fence” consistently.  Regardless of how you make rent, you need to know this about your passions and dreams in life.  Usually passions and dreams are fun.  And in being so, most people will do them for free.  But there’s another name for “passions” and “dreams” people find fun and do for free.

They’re called hobbies.

And hobbies do not pay.

If you are one of the lucky few who likes math, whose passion is programming, or perhaps your dream is to actually help people by becoming a surgeon, then your passions and profession might overlap.  But for the vast majority of the rest of us our passions and professions shall never twain.  Give up hope that it will.  Pick a profession.  But also pick your passions.  And if you do it right, they will be two separate things.

Making Your Dreams Your Career

Though this sounds like the same critique of mixing passions with professions, there is a subtler philosophical point to be made.  Namely, the concept that you’re making work be your single largest source of joy.   On the face of it this is stupid (and it is).  Who wants to make work the center of their life??  But there’s a logic to it. Since work will be the single largest expenditure of your time on this planet, you try to conflate your dreams with your career so you again “don’t work a single day in your life.”

But there are several problems with this strategy and reasons why it will fail.

One is the aforementioned problems of low wages that come with dream jobs.  Low wages are a problem unto themselves, but they spill over and wreak utter havoc on the rest of your life too.  Read any self-pious Millennial journalist’s ramblings on no-name websites.  It’s guaranteed that half of their articles are about how hard it is to be a journalist, how hard it is to find affordable rent, calls for BGI, and why you should bail them out of their student loans.  The whole point of working a dream job was so they could enjoy life.  But in choosing a lazy, stupid dream job like becoming a journalist, they ruin both their profession and their personal lives. 

Another problem is mixing work with pleasure. 

Work is meant to be work.  Pleasure is meant to be pleasure.  You go to work to work up the money so you can then go home and enjoy your hobbies and passions when you’re not working.  You don’t “live life” at work.   But more concretely, work by its nature is a solo activity.  It can’t be enjoyed with other people.  You have your job and you do it.  But in making work your single largest source of pleasure, you handicap your ability to enjoy life because it can’t be enjoyed with other people. 

Raising a family.

Bowling with your buddies.

Hiking or kayaking in a club.

Those are you passions.  Those are what life is all about and should be lived for.  And the primary reason is there are people there to share those experiences with.  But for the millions of Millennials, whose entire social life orbits around work, who never do anything social aside from company sanctioned happy hours, and who have no life outside of work?  They usually go home to lonely lives because they never invested the time to grow a social life outside of work.  And worse, since asking somebody out at work is a fireable, nay, capital offense in the Millennial political religion many Millennials have crippled their love lives too.

And then there’s the fact that work sucks. 

You are an idiot for making work your dream or your passion. And even if you get your dream job, that too inevitably loses its novelty and becomes a job like any other.  Ron Jeremy is no doubt very tired and sick of sex.  The beermeisters of the many beer halls across the world are probably sick of beer.  Rick Mears probably doesn’t want to drive in a circle really fast ever again in his life.  And authors get sick of writing, no matter how many beautiful, vintage writing spots they encamp themselves at across the country.  The illusion of a “dream job” simply does not exist.  In the end it is merely trading finite bits of your time doing what people pay you for so that you may be free to go and do what you want with the remaining bits of your life.  The sooner you learn this vitally important distinction between dreams and careers, the sooner you will achieve a much happier life than the Millennials.

Arrogance

And then there is the concept that you are more powerful than reality.  That the world not only should, but will bend to your will.  That you are the only sentient, independent variable in this whole universe and it should kowtow to your every dream and wish, including your delusional expectations that you will become an interior designer.

This is the epitome of entitlement and arrogance and was commonplace when Millennials started choosing their dreams.  Because if you want to think of it in a literal sense, the average person weighs 160 pounds while the Earth weighs 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 lbs.  And this says nothing of the 7 billion people who might also not go along with indulging you in your dreams of becoming a music therapy major. The individual obeys the world, not the other way around.  Still, delusional as it might sound, if declared college majors are any indication, 85% of the people actually think the world is going to bend to their will, and we’re all going to become teachers, social workers, guidance counselors, and artists.  And yet somehow without engineers, farmers, or programmers there will still be automobiles, video games, and groceries to purchase at the stores.

We needn’t repeat a third time where such delusions have landed the Millennial generation. And it’s quite clear who is going to win in a wrestling match between an idealistic 160 pound Millennial and the 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 pound planet Earth, no matter how “passionate” she is about anthropology.  Please, do not be so stupid as to be so arrogant to think the demands of the world do not apply to you.  Do not think you are special and that the world is going to bend to your will.  Ask what the world wants of you and use that as a guiding measure and starting point as to what you’re going to do in life.

Get the World to Work for You

There is, however, a lot more to that last bit of wisdom than you might think.  Because while acknowledging it’s stupid to force your desires and dreams on an unwilling world, on the opposite side of that same coin is the key to success.  Forget what you want to do in life.  What does the world want you to do?  And if you can attune yourself to that reality, instead of wrestling with a 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 pound planet and its 7 billion inhabitants, you get these monstrous engines to work for you.

Teachers make $35,000 a year because nobody wants a lecture by a low-IQ dimwit who took the job because they wanted summers off.

But people are more than willing to pay a surgeon $500 an hour to patch up their heart.

Most writers fail because nobody wants to read their poorly written, self-indulgent slop.

But people will pay software engineers billions to program them a video game where they can shoot aliens and save the universe. 

And nobody really wants to pay liberal arts adjuncts $18/hour to take their mandatory liberal arts prerequisites in college.

But people will gladly pay a petroleum engineer $60/hour a year to pump, refine, and deliver gasoline to their local gas station.

Be it video games, gasoline, sportsball, cars, food, vaccines, x-rays, software, great coffee, fattening food, fast food, organic food, kombucha, granite countertops, SUV’s, plastics, plastic surgery, open heart surgery, creatine, gym memberships, golf membership, titanium golf clubs, golf carts, booze, whiskey, scotch, wine, electricity, plumbing, arcade games, movies, porn, and porn for women Hallmark movies, if you can become a critical person in the manufacture and/or delivery of these things the world will work for you.

To quote one of the world’s most successful, yet understated businessmen, Les Grossman,

“We’ve been handed an incredible opportunity here, Peck.  The universe… is talking to us right now. You just gotta listen.”

You just have to do the same.


CHAPTER 14 – STOP MAJORING IN STUPID SHIT

If there’s one thing for future generations to take away from this book it’s to not major in stupid shit.  80% of the Millennials’ problems would have never existed if they simply didn’t major in stupid shit.  They would have been hundreds of thousand dollars ahead instead of in the hole. They would have had much better and gainful employment.  They would have been supremely positioned to capitalize on the incredible economy that formed after the housing crisis.  And they would have had pride in their education/professions instead of standing there with a cup in their hand, shamelessly panhandling for a bailout.  And so in avoiding that one mistake, future generations can achieve 80% of what this book sets out to accomplish. 

The problem is even though it is blindingly clear just what damage worthless degrees caused the Millennial generation, their younger Gen Z siblings are going to college at the same rates and for those exact same worthless degrees. 

News story after news story about how student debt has destroyed the Millennial generation. 

Every waiter, hostess, or cab driver has a degree and works for minimum wage. 

Some Gen Z’ers even have an older Millennial sibling who is moving back home, can’t find a job, and is crippled with debt from their worthless degree. 

But none of that has phased Gen Z’ers from attending college in droves.  2019 had all-time record college enrollment with that same reliable 85% of students still majoring in stupid shit.

But revisiting the concept that “deep down inside” people aren’t that stupid, they’re not. Gen Z’ers deep down inside know that college is largely a disastrous prospect, and deep down inside they know that their “Sports Management Degree” is not going to land them a job.  But they aren’t going to college for anything as practical as an education or an investment in one’s career.  They’re going for two ulterior reasons - “The College Experience” and societal pressure. And until these two things are checked in society, we are sending Gen Z down the same path to disaster as we did the Millennials.

“The College Experience”

Understand today kids do not go to college for an investment in their careers, their futures or their education.  They go to college first and foremost because of the “College Experience.”  They go to party, they go to get laid, they go to imagine they’re intellectuals, and if anything they go to get away from their parents.  The actual education or investment they make in themselves is a distant, if even considered, second.

However, this belies the true economic nature of college.  Because it’s very clear students no longer view college as an investment.  And you’d be correct in pointing out it has become a consumer good instead.  But more astute people would get closer to the target, pointing out it’s become a luxury good.  And truly observant people would get danger-close making the distinction it’s the prestige and status this luxury falsely affords students, not necessarily the luxury good itself.  But the real economic nature of “The College Experience” is even more luxurious and vain than that.  Because if you really look at how students view college today, they view it as a birthright and an entitlement.  And that makes the economic nature of college absolutely no different than that of a wedding.

When you view it through this lens it makes complete sense why Gen Z’ers attend college despite the near-guarantee it will destroy their lives.  They’ve had nothing else in life to look forward to.  Their entire environment has told them it’s very important they attend.  All of society tells them this will be the happiest days of their lives.  And none of their elders provide them with viable and more profitable alternatives.  And so just as society has built it up in the minds of women that the most important day in her life is “her day,” society has also built it up in the minds of young people that “The College Experience” will be happiest days of their lives.  And they’re entitled to this birthright.

This quickly disconnects price from value.  It also quickly disconnects practicality from reality.  

And so young people attend college regardless of cost and regardless of the unemployability of their major.  And what occurs is precisely that of a wedding.  A big, pointless, complete pissing away of money even though there’s a 50% chance it will end in divorce…or in the case of liberal art majors, an 85% chance it will end in poverty, indebtedness, and depression.

But you can’t really blame younger generations because this is all they have known.  This is all their elders have told them.  Just like the Millennials, all Gen Z has heard since kindergarten is they have to go to college.  K-12 itself is nothing more than a 13 year prison sentence, building college up to be this utopian Promised Land where they’ll inevitably be free.  Gen Z’s elders have done an absolutely horrible job explaining that there are more profitable alternatives to college.  And worse of all, Gen Z’s elders make it sound like there’s nothing left to live for after college.  That the party’s over.  Your youth is done.  And the dreary life of an adult is all that remains.  Alas, most young people view college as their last hurrah in life before they’re condemned to become the wage slaves they view their parents to be.

When you view it in this light it’s very obvious why the cost or practicality of college is no issue to Gen Z’ers.  Because you’ve made it seem like they have nothing left to live for when it’s done.

Societal Pressure

Making matters worse is the social pressure young people face today to go to college.  Specifically, from their family and friends.  And whereas one would like to hope that parents blindly recommend their children go to college out of good-though-ignorant intentions, it’s sadly for those same vain purposes the kids themselves want to go – prestige and status.

This was epitomized by the college acceptance scandal in 2019 where a bunch of celebrities bribed colleges to accept their idiotic children.  Bribes that not only reached in excess of $1 million, but were certainly way more money than their idiotic children could ever hope to make with their careers in “Creative Writing” or “Gender Studies.”  This proves the reason parents bribed officials to accept their children had nothing to do with trying to give their children a leg up in the world, because they could have just given their children that money.  Instead, they were 100% purchasing the bragging rights and prestige that came with having their otherwise moronic children accepted to “Harvard” or “Yale.” Again, vicariously affording themselves America’s last and final luxury good.

But using your children as a bragging chess piece is not relegated to the upper classes.  It is unfortunately much more common than you might think.  And when you consider most college students have to take on crippling levels of debt to attend, their parents are forcing this debt on their children simply to live vicariously through them.

The perfect example is low-class parents who confuse merely attending college with success.  At one time it was an achievement to be the first in your family to attend college.  But with admission standards so low and Texas A&M now officially accepting mentally retarded students, attending college means nothing.  Still, dumb parents who don’t know any better are super excited to brag about their son or daughter who got accepted to a Criminal Justice program, or worse, got accepted to a 4th tier law school, completely unaware their child’s life is about to be ruined.

Middle income families are also just as guilty.  Soccer moms across America *just have to* keep up with the Joneses, and therefore their children *just have to* attend college.  Because if they don’t “What will the neighbors think?”  Thus, once their kid is accepted into any college for any degree the vicarious bragging begins.  They’ll post about it on social media.  They’ll gossip about it to the local neighborhood ladies.  And it will be the first thing they tell everybody at the company Christmas party.  But the time will come that their daughter will be sitting there at Christmas dinner, three years after she’s graduated, $90,000 in debt, and still imminently unemployable.  And in spite of their daughter being an abject failure, they’ll rationalize it away with the all-too-common “well, she’s just finding herself” or “she’s taking some time to figure things out,” perhaps even being so idiotic to encourage their daughter to attend grad school.  Doesn’t matter the kid is doomed for the rest of her life, mommy needs to brag. 

Even well-to-do families are guilty of this, particularly among immigrant communities.  For whatever reason many first generation American immigrants view their children more as trophies to brag about than actually love.  And if their children do not become doctors or surgeons they have brought shame to the family, so much so some parents will even go so far as to disown them.  This happened to an acquaintance of mine from Iran.  He was in the United States, originally attending school to become a surgeon.  He found out he simply could not tolerate the sight of blood and switched to (a no less challenging) Chemical Engineering major.  Instead of understanding, his parents immediately disowned him, forcing him to (ironically) live out of his luxury SUV they bought him when he came here.  He inevitably became a successful engineer, but it was startling proof that any parents of any class or culture can and do use their children as bragging pieces.

And then there is social pressure from friends.

I knew a younger gentleman who at 19 had $50,000 saved up, no debt, made $35 an hour as a mechanic, and actually thought himself a failure because he wasn’t going to college like his friends.  Not even having $50,000 cash in my account at 40, I laughed and told him, “Dude, you are killing it!  You are way ahead of your peers in the game! How can you possibly feel bad that you didn’t go to college???  You should be celebrating you didn’t have to!”

Still, this economic logic was lost on him because so thorough and complete was his entire social environment, he had it in his mind that he was valueless unless he earned a college degree.  Never mind the whole point and purpose of attending college was to…well….make $35 an hour, with no debt, and have $50,000 cash saved up!  Enough of his friends believed going to college was the sign of success, that our teenage mechanic friend viewed himself as a loser, even though he had achieved the American dream at 19.

Wake the Fuck Up

Americans cannot afford to be either this ignorant or delusional about the real world prospects of college education.  Americans can also not afford to treat a $100,000 and four year investment as a luxury good, no matter how conditioned they might be to view it as an entitlement or birthright.  Americans need to critically evaluate college for what it is, what its value is, and whether it’s even practical in today’s economy.

But to be honest, there is only a very small percent of the population that is capable of this.  Very few people have the intelligence and critical thinking to stand up to and reject the enormous societal pressures to attend college.  It is presented as your only option in life, and life itself is portrayed so drearily that it makes it seem like there’s nothing to live for after college.  But this brings about a self-fulfilling prophecy if you operate from this false premise.  If you think you’re going to peak in college, you will not invest your time or money wisely in a degree that would bring about a future better and brighter than college itself.  And so your choice of majoring in “Marxist Puppies and Kittens Studies” damns you to a life of poverty, white collar panhandling, and parasitism, ensuring college was indeed the best you could ever do. 

But if you can be one of the few smart, independent-minded people, and instead of pissing away $100,000 and four years of your youth you invest it wisely, that investment can pay off handsomely, building you a life infinitely better than college.  It just takes the intellectual honesty to admit what degrees and professions pay, the courage to commit to earning degrees in these difficult fields, and to know that you are playing life for the long game, not a short one that ends at age 22. 

Worthwhile Degrees

It is very, very simple to determine whether or not a degree is worthwhile.

Does it pay a lot of money?

This claim will be immediately attacked by the idiots of society because the idiots of society are consuming college as a luxury good, not as an investment.  These are also the same idiots who say “you can’t put a price on education” when you absolutely can because the price is about $100,000 and 4 years of your youth!  With such a huge price tag you have no choice but to look at college as an investment, because if you don’t, well, you end up becoming like a Millennial, begging for a bail out, saying galactically stupid things like “You can’t put a price on education!”

But just because a particular degree might pay a lot of money doesn’t mean it’s something you should major in.  In the ideal world your degree would be both something you enjoy and makes a lot of money.  But as discussed previously, there are only a lucky few people who have a passion for accounting and also desperately want to become a CPA.  This relegates your choices to things that are not necessarily your passion, but things you have a penchant for.  Things you’re proficient at.  Things that aren’t going to necessarily make you jump out of bed, but at least something you have an intellectual interest in.  What these fields are no one can tell you.  You have the responsibility to investigate, research, and self-assess which fields would be best for you.  But in general the only degrees worth going to college for are as follows:

	STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) 
	IT (related to STEM, but its own distinct subset of a discipline of programming, networking, security, etc.) 
	Medicine/Health/Dental (Nursing, Doctors, Dentists, etc.) 
	Accounting/Actuarial Science/Data Science 


There are many more specialized degrees and sub-disciplines within these aforementioned groups.  This is just a general categorical list by which to start.  But what they all have in common is they pay.  They provide a positive ROI.  And while a cryptic list isn’t going to tell you for sure what your future career is going to be, the best way to choose a degree is to use that voice of reason “deep down inside.”  To be intellectually honest with yourself about the real-world economic prospects of the degree.  If a degree is easy or sounds easy, you know it’s going to be worthless.  If a degree sounds “fun” or something idiots claim to be “passionate about,” it’s guaranteed to be worthless.  But if it’s hard and arduous to earn a degree in a particular field, especially if it’s painful and boring, then there’s a darn good chance it’s a worthwhile degree.  Finally, before committing to any degree or profession, always consult the salary data at the Bureau of Labor Statistics to make sure it’s a worthwhile endeavor (www.bls.gov).  If you do these things you will avoid 80% of the problems Millennials suffer today.

(***Author’s note – Choosing the right degree is easily going to be one of the most important financial decisions you will make in your life.  And while this brief discussion will point you in the right direction, it would be well worth your money and time to read “Worthless – The Young Person’s Indispensable Guide to Choosing the Right Major” as there are more landmines than you think in choosing a college major.  Please put the time and effort into adequately researching this decision.)

Alternatives to College

I get a kick out of watching my buddy “Bob’s” dating life.  He has no debt.  He owns all three of his vehicles outright.  He will pay off his 30 year mortgage in 10.  He brings just shy of $200,000 a year.  And he’s also a good looking chap, coming in at 6’1” with rugged Mike Rowe looks.  He has absolutely no problems landing a first date.  But he can’t for the life of him land a second.  And the reason is really simple.

He’s a plumber.

And plumbers just aren’t sexy.

Once women find out he’s not a software engineer or an investment banker (even though he makes that level of money) they have no interest in him.  And on the opposite side of the coin, I’ve heard female clients complain such men just “aren’t at their level” because they don’t have a college degree.  I find it hilarious on two fronts, not only because these girls believe in the falsehood that college = success, but because he’s making way more than these girls ever will with their “Human Resource Management” degree.  Still, none of this solves Bob’s problem and so a most eligible bachelor goes wanting, fishing whenever he wants, eating good food, riding his snowmobile in Wyoming, piling up more money in his SEP IRA.  I think he wipes his tears of loneliness with hundred dollar bills actually.

But that’s the lesson to learn from Bob.  The trades may not be “sexy” and you may not get any bragging points, but Bob doesn’t go hungry, doesn’t worry about making rent, and sure as heck isn’t begging for a bailout.  Bob also didn’t waste four years of his youth in college.  He became an apprentice (immediately making money), inevitably working his way up to master plumber, where he now specializes in high end industrial plumbing jobs, the complexity of which I could not even begin to describe.  And Bob will never be unemployed.  He actually welcomes recessions because it allows him to go and vacation more.

The larger point is there are alternatives to college, many of which are quite lucrative.  There are the trades such as plumbing, being an electrician, carpentry, welding, etc.  You can work in particular industries that pay well because the working conditions are lonely and/or harsh.  Oil rigs, gas rigs, railroads, mining and other roughneck jobs.  The IT world is (thankfully) still credential based where you need certifications and experience, not college degrees to get the job (CompTIA, CCNA, Microsoft Certified Engineer, programmers, etc.).  The military is a great place to start your career and they will pay for your education via the GI Bill.  You can even get your CDL license and just drive truck for a living.  You don’t *need* to go to school for four more years to make a living.  You just have to have a skill or a trade people are willing to pay for.

But again, like choosing a major, finding one of these professions will take some time and work.  Like any profession you’ll need to research the educational and training requirements, salaries you can expect to earn, additional certification and licensure requirements, and often times be willing to move to where the work is.  But for a fraction of the education and certainly a fraction of the cost you can easily earn more than any liberal arts or social science major, with the added bonus of never suffering the financial instability and destitution they do. 

(***Author’s note - If you are interested in avoiding college consider reading “Skip College for Success” by Seth Hymes, as well as tune into Matt Tran’s YouTube channel “Engineered Truth.”  They delve into careers and professions that bypass college allowing you to get to work immediately instead of going into debt.)

Financing Your Education

Despite what you hear in the news, college education is quite cheap.  If you wanted to get an accredited degree in a worthwhile field there are plenty of state subsidized programs that allow you to do that affordably.  But if you insist on paying for “The College Experience” the price of tuition increases dramatically because you really aren’t paying for an education.  You’re paying for status and prestige.  And the College Administration Boomers know this.

For example, it only costs $5,000 a year to attend the University of Wisconsin’s Steven’s Point’s Wausau campus.  The credits you earn there are the exact same college credits you earn anywhere in the country, can be transferred universally, and will all count towards your inevitable college degree.  The logical thing to do would be to get your pre-reqs knocked out there, transfer to an equally-affordable 4 year campus that has your degree, graduate with under $15,000 in debt, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering. 

But if you want to be an idiot and get “The College Experience” you can attend the University of Wisconsin’s flagship campus in Madison.  Here they will charge you $10,744 for a single year of tuition, more than twice that of Wausau, all for those exact same credits.  But with that added $5,744 in tuition you get to:

	Smoke pot 
	Think you’re really smart while you suffer from the Dunning-Kruger Effect 
	“Party” 
	Get drunk 
	Watch Badgers sportsball 
	March in a protest 
	Take mandatory diversity training 
	Maybe catch an STD 
	Pay for parking 
	Pay for parking tickets 
	Pay thrice the amount in rent as you will in Wausau 


In the end you might graduate with that same degree, but you’ll be an additional $50,000 in debt all for what will have been a four year headache instead of a memorable “College Experience.”  So when it comes to choosing a college, try to be different.  Try to be unique.  Be a smart college student and attend an appropriately priced university.

But whether you attend UW Wausau or UW Madison, this assumes you’re attending college in the first place.  And as Bob has shown us, not all professions require a college degree.  Thankfully, training for these jobs costs a lot less than a college or university, often times the employer paying for training (the railroads, unions, trade shops, etc.).  Even better news is the internet has dramatically dropped the costs of training/education for these fields, often to the point of making them free.  The IT industry you don’t need to take any classes, you just need to pass a test so you can self-study for free if you want.  But even if you need a more formal and structured environment to learn you can learn for near-free on sites like Udemy, Coursera, and EdX.  Various “coding bootcamps” have arisen to address the demand for programmers and software engineers, all leading to jobs that pay way more than any social science degree ever will, and for 1/20th the cost.  Even accredited colleges like Western Governor’s University and ASU Online offer accredited Bachelor’s Degrees at a fraction of the cost brick and mortar ones do (about $6,000 a year).  In reality it’s never been cheaper to learn a skill (not necessarily a degree) that can land you a job.  You just have to be a mature, responsible enough of an adult to take your education/training seriously and give up on chasing that foolish “College Experience” dream…

or do you?

Because there’s a little known secret nobody tells younger generations about.  Because if the word ever got out campuses like UW Madison would lose nearly all of their student body and everybody would be attending college online.  And that secret is you can still have “The College Experience” without paying for it.  It’s called

“Living your 20’s.”

Whether you realize it or not, you don’t need to pay $35,000 a year in tuition to party, do drugs, drink underage, have sex, and have those painfully stupid 20 something philosophical dorm room discussions where you think you know everything.   You just have to live through your 20’s.  And if you do that you will go to the house parties, drink under age, get shot down by copious amounts of girls, throw up, get a hangover, and do it over and over again.  It’s a perk you get automatically living to the age of 30 and you don’t need to go to college to experience it.

So be smart.  Take your education, whether it’s college or not, very seriously.  Do not waste your time in American college campuses today more than you have to.  Get the best ROI possible by going to cheap, but accredited universities and major in good and employable majors.  And if you don’t want to go to college, you don’t have to.  There are plenty of respectable, high paying careers you can get without an overpriced degree.

Digital Nomadism

If you are going to put the effort into making your education count, you might as well make sure to capitalize on the increasing ability of people to work from home.   This won’t be for everyone in that some people will want to work with their hands or with people, but once the last Baby Boomer retires we shall never hear that infernal phrase,

“But if I can’t see you, how do I know you’re working?”

ever again.

This will usher in what I truly believe to be an economic revolution where there will be no commutes, you can live wherever you want, cheaper housing, less divorce, and even a return of the nuclear family.  But instead of waiting for the last Boss Boomer to retire, there are already some degrees and professions that are inherently location independent you can pursue today.  And if you study or train in these disciplines you can drastically improve your work-life balance for the rest of your life if for any other reason than you don’t have to commute.

These professions are logically “digital” in that all the work can be done remotely and either e-mailed in or uploaded.  Programming, computer security, data science, accounting, computer modeling, etc.  And of course these professions require studying tough and boring fields such as Computer Science, programming, cyber security, etc.  But if you’re undecided between a degree that requires you physically work at an office or one that allows you to work from a beach, I strongly recommend choosing the one that works from the beach.


CHAPTER 15 – YOU ARE NOT INDEPENDENT-MINDED, UNIQUE, OR SMART.  YOU ARE A CONFORMIST.

Being stupid is one thing.  But it’s usually not your fault.

Being stupid, but thinking you’re smart is the Dunning-Kruger Effect and is the quickest way to get on people’s nerves.

But being stupid, thinking you’re smart, and thinking you’re superior to everyone else is being a liberal arts-educated Millennial and is the quickest way to get people to outright hate you.

Anybody with intellectual honesty knows the Millennial generation got dealt a bum hand.  We know they were lied to.  We know they were propagandized.  And in this sense the Millennials are indeed victims.  But whatever goodwill or understanding this may have afforded them has been quickly spent with the Millennials’ arrogant and know-it-all attitude many of them lord over the rest of society.  Even though they are a failed generation, some still insist they know better and are morally superior to everyone else.  And whereas most people would have sided with the Millennials had they the humility or even the empiricism to acknowledge their situation, the fact they stubbornly refuse to, even having the gall to think they know better, makes it debatable whether the Boomers or Millennials are hated more.  And the examples are abound.

They think themselves smart just because they have a college degree.  They think they’re morally superior to everyone because of their pathetic political religion and pompous virtue signaling.  That is if they’re not too busy fawning over their own skin color, gender (made up or not), mental disorder (faked or legitimate), or imagined disabilities, thinking traits they were born with make them superior to others.  They cannot support themselves, demanding everybody else bail them out, pay them a BGI, pay them a living wage, and afford them free health care.  But in the same breath they insist they know what’s best for society, even the world as they lecture their parents about global warming and socialism over Christmas dinner.  They are professional victims, purposely baiting people with either idiotic behavior or rank agitation, and when checked by society they immediately claim they’ve been “bullied” or “victimized.”  And critically they are anti-free speech tyrants, being so egotistical, yet so intellectually frail that anytime somebody disagrees with them or commits the cardinal sin of violating their precious political religion, they believe they have the right to destroy that person’s personal life, cart blanche, delusionally thinking they’re in the moral right.

But perhaps what is most grating about the Millennials is an almost “Super Dunning Kruger” effect where they’re not only brainwashed and ignorant, but they are so duped, so gullible, they actually think they’re independent-minded.  That they’re critical thinkers.  When in reality they are the biggest group of conformists the world has ever seen, not the world’s greatest philosophers they fancy themselves to be. 

Like feminism convincing women working was fun and professors convincing Millennials it was “evil white male republicans” who stole their $4 trillion in tuition, the professoriate convincing the Millennials they were somehow intellectual titans was an equal and applaudable feat of social engineering and brainwashing. They took the most brainwashed, uninformed, ignorant, and conformist generation ever in the history of America and convinced them they were the complete opposite. 

	70% would vote for socialism.  
	81% believe in global warming.  
	65% go to college to major in stupid shit 85% of the time. 
	They claim they’re 2/3rds more concerned about the environment than previous generations. 
	An unsurprising 85% of democrat and independent Millennials support a student loan bailout.  
	And this says nothing of their utter social conformity in terms of salmon colored jeans, beard grooming as a substitution for the gym, an obnoxious amount of tattoos, and using thick rimmed glasses as a substitute for actual intelligence.    


Yet this is the true independent-minded generation.

This is not to mock or ridicule these political issues, social causes, or fashion choices, but rather to show just how conformist the Millennials are.  They are nowhere near the rebels they claim to be.  They are nowhere near the critical thinkers they think they are.  And if there’s proof as to just how common and conformist they are, it’s what constitutes a “rebel” within the Millennial generation today.

Owning your own home

Paying off your debts

Not being obese

Not living at home

Hitting the gym

Having no tattoos

Not being a socialist

Personal responsibility

And if you really want to be a rebel amongst Millennials?

You do something as boring as Ward Cleaver and vote Republican.

Your average Millennial is the most boring, common, run-of-the-mill human that has ever been mass-produced.  They are not interesting, intriguing, engaging, or thought-provoking.  They are predictable, interchangeable, commoditized, and uninspiring.  Most could have never existed in the first place and society would be no different.  So do not waste your one and precious life becoming like them.  Life is too short to have such a prescripted, manufactured philosophical life and a bland, non-existent intellectual one.  This does not mean you purposely live a rebellious life for its own sake, but that you do something most Millennials failed miserably to do – live an intellectually independent life of your own choosing.


CHAPTER 16 – YES, YOU HAVE TO PAY BACK YOUR STUDENT LOANS

There was an article one time about a 58 year old woman who had just recently completed her Master’s in Social Work.  One would think this would be a celebratory piece, showing how non-traditional students can still attend college to pursue their dreams.  But, instead it was a sob story piece about how she was now $120,000 in debt and mathematically could never hope to retire, let alone be free of her debts before she died.  The journalist who wrote the piece then predictably made the case that hard-working people like us who didn’t major in stupid shit needed to bail her out. 

Sob story aside, this behooves a very simple, but important question.  How can you get a master’s degree and not know how loans work?  How do you have 13 years in K-12 education, with six years of advanced collegiate study on top of it and don’t know how compound interest works?  It’s not only inconceivable, but a damning testimony as to just how worthless even advanced degrees have become. 

Still, this is very common among Millennials and other Americans.  Many people just don’t know how debt works.  They are that stupid, that ignorant, they really don’t understand that loans have to be paid back, with interest, to the people who lent out the money. But core to this ignorance is never being exposed to debt as a child.  Growing up with either their parents or the government paying for everything, many Millennials never asked about the source of funding or how the money came about.  Furthermore, never having to support themselves, they grew unconsciously accustomed to just having everything paid for.  So when they received the proceeds from their student loans, they didn’t frugally earmark the proceeds only for tuition, books, and fees, fully knowing they would have to pay those loans back.  They just assumed it was an extension of their childhood and money they could spend on luxury items.  Fancy on-campus apartments, $8 avocado and toast, $5 lattes, Spring break, and other amenities that come with The College Experience™.  And just like the incomprehensibly ignorant 58 year old social worker was shocked people would want their money back, they too truly didn’t understand that lenders would want their money returned.

Predictably, this has resulted in howls and screams from Millennials, insisting they were hoodwinked and scammed, and are thus victims deserving of a bail out.  But such ignorance doesn’t change the nature of what loans are, and consequently what the Millennials will become if they don’t pay back their loans.  Because a loan isn’t manna from heaven.  It’s not a gift from god.  It’s other people’s money they lent out for the sole reason that they were going to make a modicum of profit in doing so.  But on an even more fundamental level of economics, it’s not so much their money they are lending out, as much as it is parts of their finite lives they had to sacrifice in exchange for that money.  And in refusing to pay back those lenders Millennials (and any other generation that advocates getting bailed out) are nothing more than thieves, parasites, and (when you consider the billions of hours millions of people had to work to lend Millennials trillions of dollars) slave-owners, as the Millennials literally enslaved those people to finance their educations.

Even if you make the argument that the government should bail out the Millennials, thus making their lenders whole, doesn’t change the thieving, parasitic, slave-owning nature of Millennials as you’ve merely enslaved the taxpayer instead of the lender.  So no matter which way you cut it, if you refuse to pay back your loans you are a thief, a parasite, and a slave owner.  Worse, you’re no different than the bankster scum we bailed out in 2009.

The Most Spoiled Generation Ever

But what makes this bailout particularly disgusting is what the majority of bailout money would inevitably finance.  Because while STEM majors, Accounting majors, Actuaries, etc., would have found gainful employment and paid back their loans, nearly all the liberal arts and social science majors have some remaining balance they wish to get bailed out of.  And when you consider these degrees are not legitimate fields of study, you now know precisely what a bailout would go to pay for – a four year party euphemistically disguised as The College Experience. 

And so refusing to pay back your student loans literally translates into this.

“I’m an intellectually dishonest lazy person who didn’t want to try hard in school or life.  I am also a completely entitled, spoiled American brat who is the epitome of privilege, and thus demand I get to experience ‘The College Experience.’  And even though deep down inside I know this is a lazy degree with no employment prospects, and I am too stupid to understand how lending or compound interest works, I’m going to demand other people work extra to pay for my incredibly privileged experience at college because I simply lack the economic skills or worth to generate the income necessary to pay back the people I stole that money from.  Therefore, other people who actually majored in the right thing, were fiscally responsible, even the working poor should all pay extra taxes to bail me out so I don’t have to work for a living.”

That is literally what the student loan bailout is. It is all working classes (rich, middle income, and poor) paying extra taxes so our most spoiled, entitled, elitist brats can afford themselves the last and final American luxury good of vanity and prestige in the form of The College Experience.

Economic Costs

To be honest, I doubt the vast majority of people clamoring for a bailout have the morality, intellectual honesty, or ethics to care whether or not they are indeed parasites, thieves, and slave-owners.  The arrogance and self-love of this group of people is beyond any self-introspection or desire to be a good person.  And I would accuse these people of being genuinely evil because that’s what they are.

But evil or not, there is always once again that “deal with the devil” the universe insists on having.  And while these veritable parasites think they’re pulling a fast one on either their lenders or the taxpayers, advocates of the student loan bailout will get theirs in the end (though unfortunately, so will everybody else as the economic effects will affect us all).

First, as we talked about before, the Millennials unknowingly priced themselves out of housing, rent, tuition, the stock market, and even health care.  In voting for Obama they ushered in a president who, though well intended, tripled the money supply under his administration.  Those monies inevitably found their way to the banking system, where when pooled and lent out inflated asset prices and costs in those markets.  Printing off another $1.5 trillion to bail out the Millennials of their student loans will have the same effect.  Yes, they will get bailed out.  Yes, they will no longer have their monthly payments, but as that new $1.5 trillion makes its way to the depository accounts of our financial system, it will be re-lent out to primarily purchase:

Cars

Housing

Marketable securities (stocks and bonds)

Health care, and

Tuition

Making

Transportation

Rent

Retirement

Health insurance, and

Education

Even more expensive and unaffordable for both millennials and Gen Z’ers.

Second, this will have a secondary effect that will particularly irk the Millennials who are true believers in their political religion.  Because according to the Millennial political religion the devil is not some red demon who tempts people to sin.  Nor is it some heretic who claims “Die Hard” is not a Christmas movie.  No, the devil, according to the Millennial political religion, are those rat-bastard rich people who have more money than they do.  And those evil rich people should be forced to bail the Millennials out!

Once again, ignorance of basic economics and our financial system comes to bite these ideologues in their ass.  Because yes, you could have rich people pay the taxes to bail out the Millennials, but what is more likely is we will just print off more money.  And while that may drive housing, stock prices, health insurance, and rental properties up, the people who own those assets are rich people.  And so in bailing out the student loan market you will also inevitably increase the value of everything rich people own.  Homes, property, stocks, bonds, publicly traded insurance companies, hospitals, clinics, and rental income.  Whatever savings student loan parasites might get with a bailout, they will pay it back and more over the course of their lives in the form of increased rent, health insurance premiums, car payments, and housing prices. The universe mandates equilibrium.  You cannot escape it.

Third, if student loans are bailed out by the taxpayer, we will as a society have made the conscious decision to add The College Experience to our government budgets.  We will have made the implicit statement that the taxpayer is not only responsible for defense, the roads, the schools, and the police, but is also responsible for paying for young Americans’ most expensive birthright and entitlement.  It may require some horse and pony show where future generations have to first borrow trillions on the false promise of paying it back.  But with a wink and a nod, we will all know not to pay back our student loans and each generation will have a student loan jubilee where all is forgiven.  It makes a compelling case to just make life-long education free for everybody so we can at least skip the horse and pony show of having a student loan market in the first place.

Fourth, boring as economics is, it’s inevitably what people care most about because it determines how much money they have in their pockets.  But nobody cares to look under the hood as to why the engine is billowing smoke or go below decks on the Titanic to ask why it is sinking.  Most people want the economic party to just keep sailing smoothly along, ignoring whatever civic responsibility they might have to society and the economy to make sure it does.

But in saddling the taxpayer with bailing out the student loan market, you will in essence increase their taxes by about 10-15%.  That’s 10-15% less money they have now to buy things.  Which means 10-15% less consumption and investment that would have otherwise employed people.  However, this is just a continuation of a trend that was started with The Great Society where the government took on more and more responsibility for the support and care of the population.  And without going into a long and boring economic lesson, the short version is this – the government doesn’t produce anything.  Bailing people out doesn’t produce goods or services and it doesn’t employ people.  And as the government grows to a higher and higher percentage of the economy, by economic necessity our economy slows.  This has resulted in average economic growth going from 4.25% during the 1940’s-1960’s, to today where we’re happy if GDP grows above 2%.  It has also coincidentally resulted in our national debt growing to 105% GDP.

The larger point is with a growing parasitic class living off the blood of a shrinking productive class, economic growth and opportunity will decrease.  This not only retards our overall standards of living, but also explains a fair amount of why “college educated” Millennials are so drastically underemployed as there simply isn’t the economic growth or investment to call for such specialized labor.  Worse, given taxation and regulation (once again, endorsed by the Millennial political religion), investors are heavily deterred from investing in the US, opting to invest overseas.  This has caused a shift in spending in the economy from investment spending to consumption spending.  And whereas investment spending calls for skilled, trained, and college-educated people to man those new jobs at new companies, consumption spending only calls for retail workers, service staff, and bartenders.  Again, you may have scammed the taxpayer into paying for your college degree, but good luck ever getting to use it.  The universe always achieves balance.

Fifth, the parasitic class never wins.  Be it the barrio, the trailer park or the ghetto.  The welfare mom, the deadbeat dad or a bailed out bankster, getting bailed out doesn’t make you rich or successful.  It merely puts you back to zero after a spectacularly stupid decision you made.  But in preventing you from suffering the full costs of your mistake, like Boomers, it makes you a weak person incapable of striving, struggling, and toiling for success.  And just like lifting weights for somebody else at the gym doesn’t make that person strong, putting life on easy mode doesn’t make self-supporting adults.  And thus, these “easy mode bailouts” damn people to perpetual last place in life because they will never develop the strength and work ethic to support themselves, let alone achieve success.  Millennials bailed out of their worthless degrees today will go on to make drastically stupid decisions tomorrow that will require further bailouts then.  They will never get past zero.  Their entire life will be lived in the negative, clawing and panhandling for others to bail them out of their latest mistake. And if they’re lucky they’ll briefly get back to zero, only to repeat the whole process again.  A life of constant getting back to square one, but never past it.

It bears repeating again, because people just don’t listen.  But the universe demands balance and you won’t escape it.

Do You Want to Become This?

While trying to shame the Millennial generation into paying back their loans is moot, the question is one for future generations.  Do you want to become the economic parasites, pariahs, and slave-owners that advocates of a student loan bailout have become?  Do you want to become the moral equivalent of banksters who were bailed out just the same?  And are you economically, morally, and ethically OK with stealing money from hard working people – which includes the poor – all so you can live four years of a disgustingly indulgent and pointless life?

Furthermore, on the cellular level, do you want to contribute to the further deterioration and decay of the economy?  Do you want to live in a 2nd or 3rd world country where it’s more profitable to stiff lenders, steal other people’s money, and blame it on boogie men who don’t exist, all so you can live the lie that you’re some educated intellectual, deserving of a government financed career?  Unless you were planning on moving to another country (and this is assuming they take you) you are stuck on this American boat. And you have the choice to make it the USS Ronald Reagan or the RMS Titanic.  And that starts with the individual choice to be a self-supporting adult, owning your mistakes, refusing to burden others with them, and in the process do your individual part to improve society.

It’s either that or become a whiny, entitled, bailout-demanding Millennial.


CHAPTER 17 – YOUR CAREER IS NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE

Among the many and great lies told to younger generations, pinning your entire life’s value on what you do for a living is one of the larger ones.  It’s such a huge lie because it forces the believer to malinvest their time, money, and resources, not just during their youth, but over the course of their entire lives in things that ultimately don’t matter and do not make you happy.  One day you’re graduating top of your class in Finance, then 10 years later your wife is divorcing you because you spend too much time at the office, and the kids choose to go with her because you never spent time with them.  Sure that year you might be promoted to Vice President and earn the coveted “six figs,” but you contemplate putting a bullet in your head because it wasn’t until your family left you did you realize what was most important in life.

The lie that your career is most important in life is also a very easy lie to believe because it makes perfect sense.  It adheres to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.  You need to work.  You need to make a living.  And who doesn’t want to be rich, if for any other reason the stability that comes with it?  But this lie plays especially well to those brought up under poverty because the industrious poor usually view their career as their sole ticket out of poverty.  So much so all else in life simply doesn’t matter.  All of this results in a great work ethic and a great work ethic can lead to a great career.  But this can also lead to another form of poverty - a life without any fun.  A life without living.  So yes, you may have stability, even riches.  And you may even be the American dream of rags to riches come true.  But a life spent entirely at work is one equally mired in poverty.

Finally, there is the logical approach that you’re going to be spending the plurality of your adult life working. So why not make what you do not only your passion, but by consequence the most important thing in your life?  But as pointed out earlier, if you make your career your passion you are practically guaranteeing a low-paying profession.  You are also likely going to destroy all the other aspects of your life (social, sexual, familial, philosophical) because poverty…well…destroys everything.

The truth is Millennials, Gen X’ers, Gen Z’ers, even Baby Boomers were all misinformed about what the true point and purpose of a career was.  So much so millions of individual lives and families were ruined or at least not as happy as they could be.  Therefore, a much more practical and useful approach should be used when finding the appropriate role and priority your career should play in your life.  But in order to do that we first need to understand what the true economic nature of a career is so you can most effectively avail yourself of it.

$65,000 a Year to File and Scan Documents

To be perfectly honest I did not understand the true nature of a career until I was well into my 30’s.  Still idealistic, I thought my career should challenge my intellect, while also perpetually sharpening my skills to make me the most valuable employee possible.  I also became incredibly proficient at using whatever technology was available to streamline my job.  So proficient in fact I could do the work of four people in about half the time.  This was great because I was able to land the role of a “Senior Analyst,” though the title was a bit of a misnomer because there were no analysts beneath me.  But I was the sole analyst for an entire company as I could easily handle all of their credit applications, underwriting them thoroughly, but also in record time.  There was just one tiny problem.

I was still too efficient.

And so every day around noon I would run out of work and then twiddle my thumbs for the remaining four hours of the day.  My dental health improved markedly as I would brush my teeth 2-3 times a day.  My cardio vascular health also improved as I would walk about the campus to get some exercise.  And I was very much on top of my finances, often paying bills early just to have something to do.  Just sitting and killing four hours a day, waiting for applications to come in.

Inevitably I couldn’t handle acting like I was working four hours every day and asked my boss if he had any other work.  And sure enough he did.  He had a ton of filing, faxing and scanning that needed to be done and nobody to do it.  Out of sheer boredom I accepted the offer.  But over the next month of doing what was nothing more than clerical work I realized something.  Whether I was programming a model, doing some complex cash flow analysis, brushing my teeth, or filing papers, it didn’t matter.  I was never going to get those eight hours per day of my life back and I was still going to get paid $65,000 a year.

This epiphany was important because I finally and truly identified a career for what it was.  It was not to get promoted with some new fancy title.  It was not to learn new skills, while honing my current ones.  It wasn’t to hobnob at networking events to make the right connections.  It was prostitution.  It was just me whoring out precious little bits of my finite life in exchange for some money.  And whether it was scanning documents or crunching statistics or flossing my teeth, I was still giving up that exact same hour of my finite life in exchange for that exact same $32.50…

every hour,

every time, 

every day.

Once I had this epiphany I knew exactly what the economic point and purpose of a career was.  My job was not to become some great economist or analyst that would be promoted to Chief Economist or Senior VP of Finance.  It was also not meant to derive my purpose, agency, or meaning in life from it.  My job was to extract as much money as humanly possible out of my employer for that single hour of work.  And it didn’t matter what I did, as long as they paid.  And this is the true point and purpose of any career or any job.

To make as much money as possible for that hour of life you are never getting back.

When you view your career this way you see it for what it is.  It’s a tool.  A tool by which you make as much money as possible in as little time as possible so you can do two things, and two things only in life.

	Extend your life as long as possible, and 
	Enhance your life as much as possible. 


This puts the focus of life on where it should be – life.  Not work.  Your goal in life is to live it as healthily as possible, extending it as long as possible so you can pack as much fun as possible in it.  And the quickest way to do that is not to sludge away for $12 an hour for a career you’re “passionate” about as some “Assistant Reserve Deputy Adjunct Diversity and Inclusion Director” at the Peace Corps.  It’s to make your time so valuable people are compelled to pay you $80, $90, $100, $200 an hour so you can not only afford to live, but get on with the living.  It’s to give you the money so that when you leave work you can live a great life.  It’s putting gas in the tank so you can go and explore life to its fullest, not the actual act of putting gas in the tank that is the point of a career.

We’re All Whores

Therefore, it doesn’t matter what you want.  It matters what society wants.  And to once again quote one of the most underrated businessmen of our time, Les Grossman,

“We've been handed an incredible opportunity here, Peck.  The universe is talking to us right now. You just gotta listen.”

It makes the case to increase the value of your time as much as possible.

Once you realize this - that it is time you are never getting back so you might as well make damn sure you get the most amount of money for it - it puts things into perfectly focused perspective.  Find out what society wants you to do and do that regardless of what you’d like to do.  Drop whatever pretext you have of a career and just make the fucking money.  And you can see this evidenced in the real world.  Take for example Lee Van Cleef.

Most known for his portrayal of bad guys in Spaghetti Westerns, before acting Van Cleef supported himself as an accountant.  Being an accountant, especially in days past was an admirable and well-compensated profession.  But his steely eyes, villainous mustache, and gravelly voice commanded a much higher salary in Hollywood.  People certainly paid him to be an accountant, but the universe paid him much more to be “Angel Eyes” and “Colonel Mortimer” in film.

Cindy Crawford shares much the same story.  Though obviously known for her beauty, she also had brains as before modeling Cindy Crawford was a Chemical Engineering major.  Chemical Engineering majors are one of the most highly compensated majors in all of the STEM fields.  But that doesn’t compare to the millions Ms. Crawford made as one of the world’s top models for three decades running.

But perhaps the perfect example is one that is much more relatable to Millennials than Hollywood celebrities and international models.  And it is the perfect juxtaposition of what people “want” to do versus the universe telling them what they should do.  Webcam girls.

Whatever your opinion of these women might be, webcam girls can command anywhere from $50/hr to $200/hr, some easily clearing over $250,000 a year in income.  And we’re not even talking pornography.  A savvy young woman can just show some cleavage while playing video games and make six figures on online platforms such as “Twitch.”  But what is truly ironic is what many of these young women do with the proceeds.  They don’t invest it in the S&P 500.  They don’t buy rental property with it.  They go to college.  And they don’t major in Chemical Engineering like Ms. Crawford.  They invariably major in the social sciences or the liberal arts.

Their desire to “do what they’re passionate about” is so strong, that in spite of the fact they make enough money to put them in the top 5% of income earners in America, rendering any college degree completely pointless, they still insist on attending.  It would be infinitely wiser for these young ladies to work 10 years, invest the proceeds in rental property or an indexed mutual fund, and retire in opulence at 30 than squander their money on some Mickey Mouse degree.  But still, the desire to “do what you want and the money will follow” is so strong, they ignore the piles of cash the universe is throwing at them to play video games on the internet for a living.

Regardless, not everybody is blessed with some great cleavage that with some simple business acumen can translate into $125,000 a year.  But there is wisdom in asking what the  12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 pound earth and its 7 billion inhabitants want and developing the skills to deliver precisely that to them.  And the sooner you learn that you’re a whore to the world whether you like it or not, the sooner you can develop the skills that will allow you to spend the least amount of time being a whore to the world, thereby not only maximizing the time you can live freely, but handsomely compensated as well.

Why Your Life is Doomed If You Put Your Career First

Work is mutually exclusive to life.  It is the antithesis of life.  It is a necessary evil that if you do it right you’ll spend four minutes working to get yourself four hours of freedom, minimizing the percent of your life you spend working and maximizing the amount of your life you spend living.  For once the phrase “Arbeit Macht Frei” is true.

But this behooves the question, “What is life for if not work?”  What is the opportunity cost if we don’t put our careers first as commanded by our Baby Boomer overlords?  Besides, Boomers never painted a picture or a purpose in life after college and its logically-following career.  So what is so compelling about life that we should “work to live, not live to work?”

There are obvious things that make life better than work.  There is travel and adventure.  Food and drink.  Theater and entertainment.  Music and the arts.  Plus there is just plain leisure where you lay about at home, doing nothing but drinking some scotch as you binge on some Cowboy Bebop, maybe having sex on the kitchen island.  But just as the world’s greatest “dream job” will lose its novelty these life experiences also lose their novelty overtime.  And this leaves one thing and one thing only that makes life worth living.

Other human beings.

We will delve into this in much greater detail in a later chapter.  But after you’re done going to the nightclubs, eating your steaks and lobsters, traveling to Paris and Rome, and conquering Medal of Duty XXXIII the 9th time, you will quickly find out that the only thing on this planet worth your time is other humans.  They are the only other sentient beings on this planet that can interact with you.  They are the only other things on this planet that can love you.  But more importantly they are not static, finite entities.  They are infinite in their thinking, their behavior, and their actions, which makes them not only vastly more interesting and perpetually entertaining, but is the sole reason you can fall in love with them.  And while you may be on a Marissa Mayerian high of being at “the top of your game” or having a “highly successful career” it’s not until you lose someone in your life do you really appreciate your fellow man.  Alas, this is why people don’t eat a bullet because they crashed their car or spilled water on their computer or burned the toast.  But they do, however, consider eating a bullet when they lose a family member, they get divorced, their children leave them, or society wants nothing to do with them.  It’s not until people are gone from an individual’s life, does that individual realize what worth those people had.

And this is how careers ruin lives.  They sneak up on you, making it “too late” to do anything about it.

One day you’re thoroughly ensconced in the lowest levels of Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs.  A starving college student who wants nothing more than a warm, full meal, and desperately dreams of the day he no longer has to worry about making rent.  And the only way out is via your career.  You strive, you struggle, you sacrifice, and you work, but over this arduous journey you inevitably achieve success.  But also along this journey you’re likely to meet some people, specifically, a spouse and some consequential children.  No doubt you love them.  No doubt you care about them at a fundamental level.  But you unconsciously put your career ahead of them and they are acutely aware of it.

The next day your wife files for divorce and takes the kids.

Or the next day your kid is bicycling along and gets killed by a truck.

Or the next day your husband has stage 4 liver cancer and there’s nothing that can medically be done about it.

No matter how great your career, your life is over.

You can drink the finest scotches in the world. Travel first class to the world’s greatest destinations.  Take in symphonies on icebergs in the Artic (a real thing).  All financed with the perfect Sheryl Sandbergian career.  All that work was time wasted selfishly “chasing your dreams” or “following your passions” when you could have spent time raising your kids, loving your spouse, getting punched in the shoulder by some buddies, or having sex on the kitchen island while watching Cowboy Bebop.  And if any point in time you think your career is the most important thing in life or the lifestyle it affords you, just ask Steve Jobs.  He’ll tell you.


CHAPTER 18 – LAZY PEOPLE WORK TWICE AS HARD

Allow me to tell you the tale of two people.

The first is about my Vietnamese buddy.  He went to school for Electrical Engineering.  Graduated with honors.  And then proceeded to make gobs of money after college.  Even during the financial crisis of 2008 he held onto his job, and though he didn’t receive any raises during that time, he did manage to buy a very nice house for ½ of what it was originally listed for two years earlier…for cash.  Upon the economic recovery, his career continued to soar where he inevitably made the jump to management, making over $200,000 a year.  He could retire today if he wanted to.  The man is 43.

The other person is not my Vietnamese buddy.  She is a weathered, middle-aged woman.  She had two kids out of wedlock.  She followed her dream of working with children and got her degree in Early Childhood Education.  And though she did have a modicum of success in this career, she did not survive the recession so well, getting laid off due to budget cuts.  She also unfortunately bought her dilapidated home at the peak of the bubble, inevitably having it fall into foreclosure.  And during that time to make ends meet she tried to raise chickens, MLM schemes, inevitably having to work retail just to put food on the table.  And this was just for one person as both her daughters had moved out of the home long ago.  Today she is insolvent, perpetually angry, blames everything on men, naturally wants a bailout, and will have to work until she is dead.  But not once did she ever think about learning to code, getting a degree in accounting, picking up a trade, or simply working hard.  Her 58 year old life has been one of constantly seeking the easy way out.

These two stories have two drastically different endings. 

My Vietnamese buddy will not only have lived an enjoyable life, but will have enjoyed the company of his wonderful wife and two nice kids.  He’s nowhere near retirement, but is kicking around retiring around 55.  He may work part-time at a golf course as something fun to do and get him out of the house.  And he is already at the stage of buying property to build his dream-retirement home on.  All in anticipation of the day he retires on a more than ample 401k balance. 

My not-Vietnamese buddy is not so lucky.  She will never retire. Will forever have to work.  She will invariably have to go on some kind of government assistance.  And though pretty at one time in her life, she is no more, almost guaranteeing she will be lonely in her final days.  And yes, true to the stereotype, she has cats.

These drastically different results can trace their origins and causes all the way back to the beginning of their stories.  Because while my Vietnamese buddy chose Electrical Engineering as a career, my not-Vietnamese buddy chose Early Childhood Education.  And choosing these opposite forks in the road that early in their lives determined the drastically different trajectories their lives would take.  But the lesson here is not that you should major in Electrical Engineering instead of Early Childhood Development.  It’s the irony of what they both originally set out to achieve versus what ended up happening in the end.  Not in terms of their careers.  But in terms of effort.

My Vietnamese buddy set out to put forth the hard work and effort to make his life successful.  Be it having a good father, his Vietnamese culture, or just intellectual honesty, he committed to doing what was necessary to succeed in life.  In short, he committed to a path that was full of toil, effort, sacrifice, and work.

My not-Vietnamese buddy set out to do the complete opposite.  Though under the euphemistic lie of “doing it for the children,” we all know she choose Early Childhood Education because she was lazy. And though she knew she was never going to make electrical engineer money, she was hoping to win that Dream Lottery of life and get paid enough money to live for the least amount of work expended.  In short, she wanted an easy life.

But, if there was ever an example of punishing brutal irony, this was it.  Because both of them got the complete opposite of what they set out to do.

My Vietnamese buddy thought he was committing to a hard life of calculus, physics, labor, toil, and headache-inducing thinking.  Slaving away at an office, pouring over diagrams and schematics.  And my not-Vietnamese buddy thought she was going to waltz through life with a laughably stupid degree and some government funding.  But the life my Vietnamese buddy actually experienced was one of relative ease, smooth sailing, financial stability, and peace.  I greatly (though admirably) envied him because he never worried once in his life about finding a job or poverty.  By the same token, I absolutely did not envy the middle-aged woman at all because her life was one of constant struggle.  And not just struggle but mental and psychological strife.  Perpetually applying for jobs, getting kicked out of her home, knowing she was going to have to work until she died, and being delusional enough to blame it on an entire gender made me appreciate the comparatively modest struggles I had in my career.  And when the accounting is all said and done, when you tally up who expended more calories of energy in their lives just trying to survive, the weathered, middle-aged woman easily spent twice the amount of energy than my Vietnamese buddy.

And this is the moral of the story – lazy people work twice as hard.

There are only two ways in life.  The Hard Way and the Really Hard Way.  There is no “easy way.”  The “easy way” is just the Really Hard Way disguised to look easy.  And you can either admit now that you either:

	Take your lumps up front, bite the bullet, and put your dues in now which will cost you less overall pain and energy in life, 

or 
  

	Do what most Millennials did and try to win the “Dream Lottery,” damning yourself to working twice, thrice, even four times as hard had you just studied a legit profession in the first place. 


When you compare the two paths in life, it’s just not comparable. 

The calories of energy you will spend choosing the Easy/Really Hard Way in life dwarf that of the Hard Way.  Constantly applying for jobs, getting advanced degrees, volunteering in the hopes you find work, working extra hours, working a second job, applying for food stamps, applying for Obamacare, applying for section 8, finding daycare, hunting for safe and affordable housing, waiting for the bus, walking to the bus, working the night shift, and all the other taxing chores that come with choosing the “Easy Way” in life are a massive caloric drain on your life.  And this says nothing of the tormenting mental, social, and psychological costs of choosing the “Easy Way.”  The lack of stability, the lack of financial security, being cold and hungry, stress on the family, the stress on yourself, and above all else, the helplessness to do anything about it.  All of that consumes an inordinate amount of both physical and psychological energy while ruining your ability to enjoy life at the same time.  Had you just grew a pair early on and committed to a legitimate profession as a youth, you would have spared yourself an adulthood of hell. 

But what this really boils down to is a matter of intelligence.  Are you smart enough to choose the Hard Way which is the easiest, most logical, and most beneficial choice on the table?  Are you smart enough to know that you are not going to “get lucky” and land a job with a Sociology degree?  Or do you lack the intellectual courage and strength to admit life is going to be tough and it is best tackled with a hard-earned skill rather than a liberal arts philosophy of entitlement?

So do yourself a favor.  Be lazy by not being lazy.  Choose the hard way in life and avoid the fate 85% of Millennials suffer today.  You will spend less energy over the course of your life working and you won’t be a bankrupt, pissed-off cat lady living off of food stamps when you’re old.


TRAITS VS. ACCOMPLISHMENTS


CHAPTER 19 – YOUR GENDER HAS NO VALUE

There is a tiring money-making racket that deep down inside nobody believes, everybody sees through, and most are sick of.  It’s the victimhood racket.  How it works is you take something that is innocent, noble, or perhaps even pure and you hide your illegal, unethical, or otherwise amoral activities behind it.  So if anybody accuses you of, say, theft or parasitism or laziness, you cowardly hide behind that noble cause and hypocritically accuse your accusers of hating that cause.

The perfect example is teachers.

I hate teachers.  And it’s not because the vast majority of them are lazy. It’s not because they can’t teach children an employable skill in 13 prison-like years.  And it’s not their sanctimonious, martyr-like attitude they smugly force on everybody about “teaching the future”…though all of those are good enough reasons to hate teachers on their own.

What gets me about teachers is how they cowardly hold children hostage so they can keep their 13 year prison-guard, overpaid-babysitter racket up.  That anytime the taxpayers might want a bang for their buck (or perhaps not having their children indoctrinated about communism or gender dysphoria at six) they take a gun, put it to the kids’ heads and say, “If you don’t give us more money you hate the children!”

It’s the hypocrisy that gets me.  Fine, I get it.  You don’t like to work. You don’t like math.  You want to choose the easy way out and you’re not going to put any effort to make school interesting.  But don’t hold our children hostage, accuse the rest of us of hating them, while having the gall to demand a raise when the majority of teachers only see students as a host to parasite on.

But the K-12 teacher racket is just one of the many victimhood rackets going on.  Matter of fact, it’s one of the smaller ones.  Because there is a much, much larger victimhood racket at play in the US and around the western world.  A racket that tempts half the population and easily affords its racketeers trillions in direct financial profits and other societal benefits.  And whereas the teachers use children as a means to extract money from society, this much larger racket uses a trait that half the world is born with.

A vagina.

Patriarchy, Misogyny, and Sexism

Ever since I can remember it has been drilled into my now 42 year old head that women were equal, women could do anything, and by god you better not discriminate against them in any way otherwise you’re a sexist and you hate women.  I didn’t know at first what this meant because it was introduced to me at the age of six by my elementary school teachers. I was truthfully more excited about potentially finding frogs by the swamp during recess than treating the girls in my class poorly.  But I, along with an entire generation of children were not aware of the epic “Battle of the Sexes” 60’s feminists and Baby Boomers had just duked out a decade earlier.  And although my six year old brain didn’t have quite the ability to philosophize like Aristotle, what little bit of logic I could muster actually ended up agreeing with them – “Yeah, sure, why would I hate girls?....Can I go play with the frogs now?”

Fast forward nearly four decades and things haven’t changed.  Matter of fact, they’ve gotten worse.  Because whereas I was merely told not to treat women poorly back in 1984, today apparently because I have a penis, I am now automatically toxic, privileged, unconsciously complicit in institutional sexism, and a whole host of other original sexist sins.  Literally, all I wanted to do was play with frogs.

But what was particularly noticeable over the past 40 years was the crescendo of these accusations and claims of victimhood.  You would think that with more and more of the population agreeing with feminism, women’s rights, equal treatment, etc., the cacophony would abate.  But the exact opposite happened.  It just kept getting louder and louder and louder, to the point they have the volume turned up to 15 and women are seemingly now more oppressed than ever.  Yet, not once in my entire education was there ever a sign of genuine misogyny, patriarchy, sexism or oppression. Quite the opposite, it was four decades of non-stop cheerleading, encouraging, even worshiping women, adamantly insisting that they could do anything.  You could not ask for a more supportive environment for women than in the US these past 40 years.  Which meant something wasn’t adding up.  Something wasn’t right.  Something was missing.

That something was the wrong and naïve premise that modern day feminism was a movement about equality.  And perhaps at one time it was.  But when you look at the empirical behavior of feminists today and consider the strongest force in the human psyche is laziness, it’s painfully clear what modern day feminism has become.

A victimhood racket.

The wage gap could be closed tomorrow if women wanted to. They would just have to stop majoring in stupid shit, switch to STEM, be willing to work in harsh conditions, move to where the work is, and put in the same hours of work men do.  And some saintly and honorable women have.  A small, but growing contingent of women do major in STEM.  Whatever your reservations may be about the topic, some women do honorably join the military.  One of my most cherished (female) friends is a true Rosie-the-Riveter mechanic on an oil rig.  But they make up a very small minority.  The majority of feminists don’t want to close the wage gap, they want to profit off of it.  And when you view it from the perspective of a victimhood racket, everything makes perfect sense.

In playing the victim a whole host of benefits are conferred upon you, especially in a democracy.  You get preferential hiring treatment.  You get first dibs on government contracts.  You get more scholarships and government grants when going to college or doing academic research. You get government positions that would have otherwise gone to more qualified people. You get laws passed to force quotas on employers and governments themselves.  You get your standards lowered allowing you to qualify for a bunch of positions, jobs, and professions.  You even get entire academic departments created out of thin air to study yourself (Women’s Studies).  It’s not only playing life on “easy mode,” it’s getting a huge dollop of cash to play the game on top of it.  And for many women, playing life on this handicapped/victim mode is much more lucrative and easy than putting in the hard work to learn Mechanical Engineering or become a dentist.

This is why the cacophony of complaining increased instead of decreased, despite nearly every man these past 40 years agreeing with the equal treatment of women.  This is why the volume was turned up to 15 despite nearly every person in the western world celebrating, cheering on, and supporting women.  And this is why the wage gap and the complaining will never go away.  There’s more easy money in victimhood than “Cindy-Crawfording-up” and getting a degree in Chemical Engineering.  And many women simply cannot resist the temptation of that easy money and that easy life.

Agency in Your Gender

But the gender victimhood racket has gone well beyond whatever financial or political advantages it’s afforded women.  It’s become a source of agency, purpose, and value in life.  The cacophony has been blaring on for so long and entire generations have been steeped in it since birth, that merely being female, merely having a vagina has value unto itself for many people today.  And you can see this in several instances.

The existence of Women’s Studies programs is not only stupid, foolish, and pointless, but it is also vain.  The idea of studying your gender as a viable academic discipline is a joke.  Only the most arrogant, lazy, and unimaginative people would waste their preciously short life in doing so.  But although it serves no practical function, it does do one thing, and truly one thing only – it provides agency, purpose, and reason to the otherwise worthless people who study it.  No Women’s Studies major is going to cure cancer, land a satellite on Mars, or even become your basic accountant.  The effort and energy to attain value via those accomplishments is just too daunting for them.  But if one can celebrate the mere plumbing they were born with, laughably going to the lengths of getting a “doctorate” in it, that takes a lot less effort to get some faux-purpose and value in life.

Another example is the common “Women In XYZ” conferences.  Conferences that ostensibly have to do with “Women in Medicine” or “Women in Programming” etc., where the goal would be to focus on (even celebrate) being a woman in a particular field or profession.  But if you ever look at the individual lectures or workshops offered at these conferences the pretext of the profession is immediately dropped in exchange for victimhood politics.  These conferences are all about oppression, sexism, discrimination, and the wage gap, rarely anything to do with the profession itself.  This shows the focus and onus is on one’s gender rather than what you would hope it would be – women’s accomplishments, intelligence, and efforts manifested in their profession.

There is also how many women have been conditioned to view themselves only through the lens of their gender.  The perfect (though sad) example of this is when talking with a woman and she unconsciously leads with “As a Hispanic woman I think….” or “As an Asian female I feel that…” showing that they unconsciously value their gender more than what they actually think.  That or at least their intellect, philosophy, and thoughts must be accompanied and qualified with being female otherwise they have no standalone value.

And then there is what can be considered “Team Woman.”  A mental state where many women seemingly can only define themselves in relation to men.  At best, this takes on a competitive nature where women view men as competitors and not as teammates or colleagues.  At worst, they view men as adversaries or enemies who need to be defeated, bordering on actual misandry.  But be it competitors or enemies, the whole idea of teamwork, compatriotship and comradery, all working towards a better society or merely excellence in a profession, is lost on these women.  Such things come second to their true source of value and agency in life – their gender (or one could even argue their rivalry, even misandry against men).

Whatever the cause and whether it’s conscious or not, a significant percent of the female population derive value from the mere fact they were born female.  They actually derive purpose, value, and agency in life because of a trait they were born with, nothing that they earned.  And ironically, some of the most accomplished women counter their own feminist beliefs, placing more value on their gender than the legitimate and applaudable accomplishments in their lives.  This isn’t so much a conscious participation in the victimhood racket, with petty aims of merely making money.  But it is an unintended and tragic side-effect of victimhood politics where many women today place more value on their vagina than they do actual achievements in their lives.

“The Vagina Industrial Complex”

There’s just one minor problem. 

Believing you’re a victim when you’re not or thinking your gender has some kind of intrinsic value when it doesn’t are both living lies.  And there’s an entire industry only more than happy to indulge women in these beliefs.  We already addressed this industry as the “Lying Industrial Complex.”  But within this overall industry are companies, governments, institutions, and other entities that just focus on selling lies to women, resulting in a metaphorical “Vagina Industrial Complex.”  And there’s a good reason they focus on women.  They are the single biggest market for lies.

Women make up half the population.  They end up with most of the wealth when their husbands die.  They account for 58% of college students.  They either make or influence 75% of consumer spending.  They make up half the voting population.  And the other half desperately wants them.  But above all else, they are the biggest consumer of lies buying anything from “big is beautiful” to Harlequin romance novels to push-up bras to liberal arts degrees.  And if you can convince them they’re both oppressed and have value simply because of their plumbing, they will pay you a pretty price.

Any by “pretty price” I mean “everything they have in life.”

Here, young women really need to pay attention, especially if they wish to avoid the fate of their Millennial and Gen X sisters.  Because while it may look like this entire world was built for them, with every institution in American cheering and encouraging women on, the opposite in fact is often true.  Nearly every institution that claims to be on “Team Woman” is usually trying to extract as much money out of women as possible.  Every entity that claims to want to help “the plight of women” is usually trying to make a buck in the process.  Thus, many young American women would do themselves an incredible financial service if they viewed themselves as being sent down an assembly line.  But instead of being built up like a car, they are being slowly stripped away of all their time, money, value, and worth, leaving them with nothing in life.  And harsh as that may sound, it’s true.

Starting at the age of five the “Vagina Industrial Complex” wastes no time grooming young girls into becoming livestock they can butcher later. They immediately start laying down an incredible infrastructure where young girls are indoctrinated to think they have value - while at the same time are being oppressed - because they have a vagina.  This brainwashing/infrastructure also critically forces these girls to put their educations and careers first in life, ahead of all other things, especially love.  Closely related, young girls are then told they do not need men, and are once again instilled with the “competitors at best, enemies at worst” view of men.  These young girls are also programmed to believe “they can have it all” including things like winning the “Dream Job Lottery” and “following your heart and the money will follow” type of propaganda, entrenching entitlement in their minds.  And so what may have started out as an innocent little five year old girl, is now a completely programmed automaton at 18 that is going to go to serve the “Vagina Industrial Complex” for the rest of her life. 

This is made very clear by the very first action most women take in their adult lives – they go into unrepayable levels of debt so they can enjoy “The College Experience.”

This is such a critical point in young women’s lives because it not only sets the tone for the rest of their days, but makes it very clear that their role in life is to be a slave to “The Vagina Industrial Complex.”  These poor girls don’t even have a penny saved up, yet their first action is to borrow $150,000 and give it to The Vagina Industrial Complex via its Big Education subsidiary.  And in exchange the majority of these poor girls are given a worthless piece of paper that offers no hope in helping them ever pay off their debts.  It will take at least until they are 35 to get out of this financial hole they dug for themselves.  But the professors and college admin within The Vagina Industrial Complex don’t care, as they have already made off with the money. 

But duping young, naïve women out of $150,000 fresh out of the gate is only one of the intended goals of The Vagina Industrial Complex.  They have an ulterior and secondary motive in making women (and men) financially destitute, as well as unskilled.  Because being talentless and financially crippled makes you desperate.  And being desperate makes you willing to work for lower wages.  This benefits the next institution young women will face within The Vagina Industrial Complex - employers. 

Employers love desperate, financially crippled employees because beggars can’t be choosers.  Employers can get away with paying financially desperate people a lower wage than somebody with a degree in engineering who has four offers on the table.  This increases their profits by trillions and is one of several reasons median wages have remained stagnant in the past 40 years.  It is also one of the main reasons the wage gap exists.  You might ask, “Well wouldn’t women return to school to get a good degree or a trade?” But remember, The Vagina Industrial Complex has thoroughly sold women on the lie they’re being oppressed and discriminated against, not that they chose a poor field.  Furthermore, they also sold women on the lie they’re entitled to work in a field they’re “passionate about.”  These two lies damn women to slave away at sub-par wages for decades, often times their entire lives, cumulatively providing trillions in lower labor costs to the corporate sector of The Vagina Industrial Complex.

Still, corporations aren’t done sucking the blood out of women yet because even though women may be drowning in debt, that doesn’t mean they can’t be squeezed for even more.  Women do make money.  They do have salaries.  Plus the banking sector within The Vagina Industrial Complex is nothing but eager to lend these women money at very profitable rates on those salaries.  All of which can be spent on consumer spending, further increasing corporate profits.  And who cares if this additional debt enslaves women for the rest of their lives?  According to their programming they were entitled to “have it all.”  And besides, “YOLOammirite?”

Here you really have to applaud the corporate sector within The Vagina Industrial Complex for just what a brilliant job they’ve done convincing young women to part with their money.  Prada handbags, Jimmy Chew shoes, expensive uptown flats, $12 flirtinis, master’s degrees.  They’ve done a masterful job marketing a lifestyle that manages to squeeze every possible dime out of a woman’s salary, and more when she borrows at 24% APR on her credit card.  But what this effectively does is merely extend the time women are enslaved to The Vagina Industrial Complex through debt. If women really wanted to, they could work two jobs, live at home, and have their student loans easily paid off before they turn 27.  But if that happened they wouldn’t be paying billions in interest on debts they wouldn’t have.  Furthermore, they might discover frugality and fiscal discipline, which would be a death knell to the corporate sector.  The Vagina Industrial Complex needs girls perpetually behind the financial 8 ball buying SUV’s, “this year’s clothes,” fancy dinners, nights on the town, and master’s degrees, because if they don’t then “Tina” might have a nicer hangbag than “Amy” and “Madison” will have her master’s degree while “Ashley” doesn’t!  And we just can’t have that now can we?

Then there is the sad issue of timing.  By the time a young woman is in her mid-to-late 20’s she will have been a slave to The Vagina Industrial Complex for quite some time and will have the debts to show for it.  She will have a car loan, student loans, more student loans (from the master’s degree of course), and a significant amount of credit card debt.  But none of this changes biology.  Women will inevitably want to get married and have kids.  But being so in debt, having invested so much in their career and education, and being told those were the most important things in life, many women will be neither able or willing to be a mom or a wife. 

But do not fear, another sector within The Vagina Industrial Complex is here to help. The government.

The government loves indebted women on multiple levels.  Socialist parties within the western world love indebted women because they reliably vote for larger government.  The government loves indebted women because they have to work to pay for all their spending.  In this case the government gets a twofer because they get to tax all the money women make via income taxes, but also get to tax all the money women spend via sales taxes.  There is no better friend to the government than an individual who is in debt and lives paycheck to paycheck.  But there is a third and more clandestine reason the government loves indebted women, especially those successfully indoctrinated by The Vagina Industrial Complex – should they have kids they outsource motherhood to the government.

Women are already on the financial ropes by the time they reach their late 20’s that they simply do not have the time to raise their own children.  And since they were successfully convinced their career and education was more important than their children, they don’t even think twice about outsourcing their children to daycare.  But in doing so mothers set forth a chain of events that greatly benefit the government at the expense of, well, all of us.

First, if you’re not going to raise your own children then you’re going to have to pay someone else to.  This merely makes motherhood a taxable activity now that a transaction has been made to pay a daycare operator or nanny to be the mom for you.  If a mom (or dad) stays at home, makes their kids lunch, or changes a diaper, that is a free (though inglorious) labor of love that is not taxable.  But if you pay a third party to do the same, that transaction is taxable and the government very much appreciates that revenue.

Second, in outsourcing motherhood, you are still plugged into The Matrix, providing your employer labor at subpar wages and paying taxes to the government.  Nothing was saved in outsourcing your children, no efficiency was gained.  You just had to pay more money to daycare so you could continue to have “the privilege” to work and pay taxes.  You are still just as enslaved to the government and employer sectors of The Vagina Industrial Complex as you were before, even more so now that you have to scratch up the funds to pay for daycare.

Third, daycare provides a wonderful political football for politicians.  Even though your children are not other people’s responsibility, socialist politicians can easily bribe parents to vote for them by offering “free” government daycare.  Governments can also offer what is in essence government daycare in the form of “preschool” or “pre-K” type programs, which once again, only generates more revenue for the state.

Fourth, with a captive audience of abandoned children, the government has no problems getting an early start on indoctrinating those young children with the same pro-government propaganda they did you. Socialist parties have absolutely no moral qualms about brainwashing young children into socialist politics because it is critical to their long term political survival.  If they can get children predisposed to believe the lies of “they can have it all” and their own political religion, they will have a generation of voters for life.  Remember, none of this money-making racket would have been possible if you yourself weren’t duped into thinking you could have it all, “arbeit uber alles,” career/education > children, and “you can’t put a price on education.”     

Finally, given how expensive daycare is, an estimated 30-50% of mothers (depending on the statistics you want to use) would come out financially ahead if they decided to quit their jobs today and raise their own children.  In other words, a third to half of mothers today are working for no damn reason, except perhaps the programming they received to robotically pursue a career.  Of course, The Vagina Industrial Complex is not going to tout those figures, as they’d lose half their slave labor, but they may not have to as they’ve done such a brilliant job convincing people their careers come first and at the expense of everything else.

When it’s all said and done, the mere act of outsourcing your children comes at a high price. It submits them to the same indoctrination and programming you received as a child, arguably condemning them to the same slavery you endured under The Vagina Industrial Complex.  It estranges children from their parents, leading to many of the same mental problems plaguing Millennials today.  But the real price paid is that you don’t get to raise your children.  You don’t get to enjoy motherhood.  You had children.  But you were never a mother.

Admittedly, it’s debatable as to whether “deep down inside” mothers today love their children more than their careers.  And we can go into the academic debate about how actions are all that matters as that is the effective reality their children get to face.  But though anecdotal, I think the truth can be found when you get women at a rare moment of both honesty and inebriation.  Where they inevitably confess that “deep down inside” they wanted nothing more than to stay at home and raise children.  Because you never hear the opposite from an inebriated stay at home mom saying all she wanted in life was “to work a corporate gig, commute, and pay taxes.”  Regardless, the point is moot in that a decision has already been made.

The last stop on “The Vagina Industrial Complex Express” is one made possible by advances in medical technology.  With millions of Gen X and Millennial women committing themselves to their careers, many simply haven’t had the time to find “Mr. Right” and start a family.  Besides, with increasing demands for advanced degrees and the student debt that comes with it, most young women today don’t really hit their stride until they’re in their 30’s.  Unfortunately, this forces women into a race against their biological clock as they stare down menopause and complicated pregnancies just a short decade away.  But there is a solution allowing women to continue their career until they finally find Mr. Right without having to worry about menopause.  They can freeze their eggs.

Demand for freezing eggs has skyrocketed as it’s become an option for women for whom the time or the man is not right.  Year over year growth in the $4 billion industry is estimated to be at 25%.  Some of the more progressive employers offer it as a benefit for their female employees.  And it’s become so popular among some women there are even “egg freezing parties.”  But just like everything else promised by The Vagina Industrial Complex, there is a lie embedded within.

If you have become so desperate that you need to freeze your eggs, it may in fact already be too late.  Since the process of freezing eggs is in its earlier stages of development, it is fraught with problems, making it more of a lottery ticket than an insurance policy.  Only 4-14% of eggs end up in a live birth.  Half the eggs don’t survive the thawing process.   Each egg only lasts 5-10 years.  The quality of your eggs varies depending on your age.  Even risks unrelated to health play a role as two major egg banks malfunctioned, destroying all the eggs in the banks.  And while this industry is still evolving (and thus these statistics will change), the best statistics today show only 1 in 5 women who froze their eggs ended up becoming a mother.

This misleads many young women into thinking they have some kind of nuclear option where they can have a kid anytime at any age.  That they can “just freeze their eggs” and they’ve somehow cheated biology.  When in reality having the option to freeze your eggs lulls women into having a false sense of security, making them lackadaisical when it comes to finding a man and starting a family.  And all of that is on the shaky back of something that only has a 20% chance of success. 

But what’s even worse about the ability to freeze one’s eggs is that it glosses over the question - how did society get so desperate we’re starting to bump into the hard limits of human biology?  Isn’t there something wrong with our society when our economic, labor, and social policies are no longer conducive to human nature? Isn’t nature trying to tell us something?  And are we forever going to rely on medical technology to bail us out of these decisions?

The truth is this.

Women are best suited biologically to have children in their late teens and early 20’s.  And if they want to have children they better dedicate a significant percent of their time vetting quality men for being potential suitors, not getting “Master’s Degrees in Gender Studies.”  They also better capitalize on their youth and beauty to attract a man as that is the number one thing men look for in a woman, whether you like it or not.  And all of the 30/40/50 something women today who froze their eggs and are punting that “someday” they’ll find their own George Clooney have wasted their time, youth, and beauty.  They are statistically unlikely to find the love of their life.  It’s statistically over for them.  This is why 50% of women who inevitably do retrieve their eggs to get pregnant do so solo as they couldn’t find any man who wanted them.

Naturally, none of that plays well with the official narrative of The Vagina Industrial Complex (no matter how true it is).  And naturally, The Vagina Industrial Complex will continue to promote the “freedom and equality” that comes with having one’s eggs frozen.  But remember this.  As you’re forking over the $32,000 for two rounds of egg extraction and the $1,000 a month in storage costs it takes to store your eggs, there’s only a 1 in 5 chance you will have a kid and thus “have it all.”  Had you just put humans first in life instead of your career, you actually could have had it all.

“The Husk”

Once the Vagina Industrial Complex is done extracting all of your youth, money, time, and labor out of you, it no longer has any use for you.  You paid for a worthless college degree (and thrice its price in interest) all so you could enrich Big Education.  You slaved your entire life away for a corporation all so you could enrich Corporate America and the government.  You spent all your money on shoes, travel, and handbags (and once again thrice its price in interest) enriching the banks.  You outsourced your children, further enriching the government and ensuring a future generation of children would be equally duped.  And if you didn’t have children, you spent one last final $50,000 on a 20% chance you’d end up with a child, with only a 50% chance they’d have a father around.  After that at best you’ll have a good career, and there’s nothing wrong with that.  But without other humans in your life you will end up like everybody else does in life - old, unattractive, lonely, and nobody wanting anything to do with you anymore. Only your country’s socialist party might pay you a visit in the hopes to bribe you to vote for them with other people’s money.  But beyond that you have no point or purpose.  This is the result of playing the gender victimhood racket.  This is the terminus of placing ultimate value in a trait you were born with and not other humans.  In thinking you could “have it all” you ended up with nothing.

Young women today need to look at their “true believer” Millennial, Gen X, and even Baby Boomer sisters and ask themselves two very important questions.  One philosophical and the other practical.

Philosophically, do you really think gender has any value?  That a trait you were born with somehow holds intrinsic value?  And if you have this gender is it morally right of you to claim to be a victim because of it?  That you are entitled to things and other people’s money because of a trait you were born with?  Or should it be who you are, what you do, and what you accomplish in life that determines the quality and caliber of a person you are?

Practically, is there any advantage in placing value in one’s gender?  And is there any advantage in playing the gender victimhood racket?  If debt-laden, impoverished Millennial, Gen X, and Boomer women are any indication, and the true believers and followers of The Vagina Industrial Complex are any proof, placing value in your gender is a recipe for disaster.  It’s a guaranteed way to destroy your life and end it in loneliness and misery.  Admittedly, as a young person it’s hard to have the independent thought and critical thinking skills to counter the complete and total brainwashing everybody receives in school.  The K-college education system will do everything in its power to convince you to place value on your gender and to claim you’re a victim.  But younger generations of women really need to look at the depleted husks of feminist Gen X, Boomer, and soon-to-be Millennial women and ask themselves if they want to go down that path and end up the same.


CHAPTER 20 – YOUR RACE HAS NO VALUE

Whatever has been said about gender can be equally said of race because it’s the exact same racket and the exact same philosophy.  Only the trait is different.  Just as there are many women who use their gender to claim victimhood status, there are many people who use their race to do the same.  And just as there are many women who falsely derive value from their gender, there are many people who falsely derive value from their race.  This is understandable because both women and minorities are heavily lobbied by various political interests to view themselves as victims, as well as place intrinsic value in their gender/race.  But since neither of these strategies/choices are based in reality, they by definition violate The Reality Principle, and are thus doomed to fail.

But more importantly, since these strategies/choices are identical, the results are going to be the exact same as women who try to leverage favor out of society using their gender.  Misery, failure, anger, and a wasted life.  But whereas the female version of this translates into “age, poverty, divorce, debt, spinsterdom, and cats,” the consequences for people who pull of the same racket with race are just as dire, though with their own cultural flair.

Take for example education.

Just as Women’s Studies is a bogus field solely created to pander to women whose only value is their gender, various “Cultural Studies” degrees are created to pander to race just the same. 

“African-American Studies”

“Chicano-American Studies”

“Middle Eastern Studies”

“Asian American Studies,”

Etc.

All of these fields are just as bogus and just as worthless. 

However, there is an added “Uncle Tom” sort of hypocrisy to these degrees.  Most of these degrees presumably are intended to be of benefit and help to the various types of races they study.  Chicano American studies programs would logically be of benefit to Latinos and Chicanos.  Asian American studies should do the same, but for Asians.  And African American studies should do the same for blacks.

But do they really?

Like a Women’s Studies degree these degrees only harm those who major in them.  They have absolutely no economic or employment value.  They actually deter people from hiring you in that you are more prone to file a lawsuit or complain.  And like any other degree they will at least set you back $75,000 and four years of your youth.  But the real betrayal comes from the people who sold you these degrees.  The professors themselves who are presumably of your same race and by the definition of the degree should have your best interests at heart.  In reality these professors are just hucksters selling you a worthless piece of paper for that $75,000 + four years of your life.  If any “African American Studies” or “Latino American Studies” professor was honest they would warn you never to get a degree in such worthless fields and instead major in Accounting or Actuarial Science.  Perhaps studying these fields for free at your local library or online.  But they would never recommend you blow $75,000 on such crap.  Still, these professors value their own financial advancement over your best interests and, thusly, have no problem capitalizing off of your delusion that race has value.

Another example is race being used by Corporate America as a brand name.

An amazing amount of infrastructure has gone into programming Millennials with their political religion.  But within that overarching political religion there are sub-religions tailored to individual groups.  Women have their feminism and women’s empowerment.  Environmentalists have their environmentalism.  Health nuts have their organic and fair trade foods.  And races have their racial justice/political causes.  And if you think about it the schools, colleges, government, and certainly the democrat party have spent trillions over the decades making sure you have these political ideologies, even identities. 

But don’t think Corporate America hasn’t noticed.

Just as the federal government spent trillions building the US interstate system, we have also spent trillions establishing a quasi-national political religion of socialism, feminism, pacifism, environmentalism, social justice, organic/free trade, etc.  And just as corporations take advantage of the US interstate system to transport and sell their goods, they are also taking advantage of that political infrastructure the Millennials have been programmed with.  And so instead of selling you on the merits of a product like its price or its quality, Corporate America instead panders to the identity politics/religion you’ve been programmed to have because it gives you false value.

Thus, when you sell a woman’s razor, you don’t just sell a razor.  You explain how it’s going to cure women’s cancer and attach a pink ribbon to it…and charge an extra $3 over the men’s razor.

When you sell a cup of coffee, you don’t just give people their morning cup of Joe.  You write “let’s have a conversation about race” on it like Starbucks did to show you how “woke” and “down with the cause” the multi-billion dollar company is.

Target doesn’t give one flying shit about fat women. But they do care about the billions of dollars they have in their pockets.  Thus why you see nothing but plus-size models in their advertisements.

And Nike is “totally down with the struggle” as it has hired Colin Kapernick to be its new spokesmodel for their Air Force 1 shoes.  Showing minority young men they understand you.  They’re with you….just as long as you spend the $155.99 to buy their shoes.

This disgusting level of corporate virtue signaling should not only annoy everybody, but it should downright piss off minorities for its blatant pandering.  Taking issues, that are of no light matter, and issues you may care deeply about, and trivially capitalizing off of them for profit is an insult.  And when you take a look at what corporations are really trying to do via their sanctimonious virtue signaling, it’s nothing but simple marketing.  They don’t care about your cause.  They care about the money you will spend if they say they’re down with your cause.  Like your “Asian American Studies” professors, they will tell you whatever you want to hear, just as long as you give them your money.

Unfortunately, this marketing works.  Women fork over all their money to become “strong, independent, empowered, bankrupt, women” in college.  Snobby, elitist, upper income liberals pay $7 per cup of organic coffee so they can imagine they’re helping “the poor brown people” overseas and aren’t racist.  Rich white dudes buy Teslas thinking they’re saving the environment and it will consequently get them laid.  Obese people shop at Target thinking they’re promoting diabetes “body positivity.”  And young minority men must have thought they were really sticking it to the man, because the Kapernick Air Force 1’s sold out in just one day…netting Nike aka “The Man” at least a cool $1 billion in sales.  Imagine if all that money went to STEM degrees instead.

And then there is the psychological toll that obsessing about race takes.

Larry Gossett is an individual I like to highlight because so much can be learned from this man.  He is black, a current city council member of Seattle, and former member of the Seattle chapter of the Black Panthers.  And while he has a long and lengthy career in civil rights, he is most famous for claiming that spraying Seattle sidewalks free of human feces could be racist as it would remind elderly black people of when they were sprayed with firehoses in the 60’s and 70’s protests.

This man is 74 years old.  He has at most another 10 years left in him.  And his entire life has been nothing but obsessing and fretting about race.  So much so he has lost all connection with reality and now sees race and racism in everything.  And in having race infect and infest everything in his life, he has in fact ruined his life.

When he wakes up in the morning it is guaranteed he wonders if adding cream to his coffee doesn’t have some racial undertones of white men mixing races with black women.

When talking about the physics of “black holes” he probably actually thinks there’s an element of racism in the vernacular. 

The word “niggardly” perhaps angers him greatly even though it has nothing to do with race.

And one truly wonders while his kids were opening Christmas gifts or he was having a romantic dinner with his wife if he let his obsession with race take away from those precious experiences with drifting thoughts of racism.

This isn’t to say that you should tolerate genuine racism or true injustice.  Nor is it to say you shouldn’t work towards the ideal of a racism-free world.  But in putting your race first and foremost in life, you will ruin your life in the process.  All one has to do is look at your average Women’s Studies professor or your committed Baby Boomer feminist.  Do any of them look happy?  Do you not see the anger in all of their faces?  Do you not see how obsessing over their gender made their life not only miserable, but pointless?  When Mr. Gossett dies he will have suffered the same fate.  A life where he let “whitey” live rent free in his brain for 75 years.  No matter how much your teachers and professors pressure you, do not put the trait of race at the core of your being.  At least have the self-respect and wisdom to avoid the fate of Mr. Gossett.

We could go on with other examples, but the larger point is this - just like gender, there are corporate, political, and educational interests that want your money, your vote, and your tuition dollars.  And they will gladly lie to you based on your race to get those things, even if it destroys your life.  Big Education will gladly sell you $200,000 in debt for a master’s degree in a field that has no value.  Corporations will placate you and tell you whatever you want to hear about how oppressed you are and that they’re so pro-diversity it hurts…as long as you spend the $29.95 on their “Diversity Awareness Special Edition Blender.”  And the democrat party has absolutely no problems enslaving entire races of Americans through victimhood politics, keeping them dead last in society, as long as you give them your vote in exchange for them to tell you “it’s somebody else’s fault.”

Therefore, young people of any race need to ask the same two questions women needed to ask themselves.  One philosophical, the other practical.

Philosophically, does your race have any intrinsic value?  Does the color of your skin mean anything?  Additionally, does your race determine your destination?  Are you pigeonholed in life because of the color of your parents?  Or would you like to be judged by the caliber of your character and your abilities?  Would you like your actions, not your traits, to determine your success and destination in life?

And practically, where has pursuing race either as a value or a racket gotten people in the past?  Unless you’re a professional huckster like Jesse Jackson or a rich politician like Barack Obama, your rank and file minority individual cannot make a living at “race.”  You’re much better off becoming an engineer, a doctor, or an accountant.  And even if you were to have a modicum of success making a profession in “race,” it’s likely to consume you like Mr. Gossett, ruining your life in the process.

Life’s too short to piss it away on obsessing about your plumbing or your melanin levels.  It’s too short to utter the words “as a Native-American female I just feel that…” Do not let your race, your gender, or any other trait limit your life.  View yourself as an individual.


CHAPTER 21 – NO, YOU DON’T HAVE A MENTAL ILLNESS

What makes traits so attractive is you were born with them.  You didn’t “earn” becoming a male.  You didn’t “work” at becoming Latino.  You came that way fresh off the assembly line.  Not one calorie of energy was spent on getting you these traits (except on the behalf of your parents).  But despite these traits having no value, since they take no effort to “earn,” this makes them especially tempting to people’s inherent laziness.  Because if you can get society to pay you for something you were born with, or better yet, purpose and meaning in life because of a trait, that means you never have to spend a calorie of energy working in life. 

This is great if society has lost its collective mind enough to celebrate people born with particular traits, going so far as to even pay them.  And if you are lucky enough to have those traits, you can live in this delusional (though ultimately destructive) world.  But there is just one small problem for a rather large group of people - what if you were born with the “wrong” traits?  What if you were born male?  What if you were born white?  Or worst of all – GASP!- what if you were born both?

Here the Millennials have an ingenious solution allowing anybody of any race and any gender to cash in on the victimhood and intrinsic value rackets.  An idea so clever that even the much-hated white male can participate in the trait-giving gravy train – mental illness.

Whether you have a mental illness or not, if you can convince society you do, you can now make bank on that same victimhood/life-value racket everybody else is cashing in on.   If you have “ADD,” you can get your standards greatly lowered for your entire educational career.  If you’re “on the spectrum” you can qualify for a whole host of scholarships and financial aid.  If you have “depression” a whole host of labor laws now come into your favor.  If you suffer from “social anxiety disorder” you can excuse yourself from ever going out in life, taking a risk, or applying for a job.  And if you have “bi-polar disorder” you can not only collect disability from the taxpayer, but you can treat people like utter shit, blaming it all on a made up mental illness.

Faking a mental illness is the ultimate shield to cower behind because it abdicates you of having any responsibility to support yourself or be of value to society because you’re simply not mentally capable of doing so.  It even excuses you to be an outright sadist (as any man who has dated a hot chick who claims to have BPD can tell you).  But above all else, mental illness is the perfect trait to have in the victimhood racket because unlike race or gender it cannot be readily proved or disproved.  Anybody can have it.  Anybody can fake it.  And doctors/psychologists are only more than happy to officially ordain it because it’s more money in their pockets.

However, it needs to be stated up front not everybody who claims to have a mental illness is faking it.  Mental illness is a real thing.  Many unfortunate people do legitimately suffer from mental illness.  And you do not wish to be one of these people.  And it must also be stated that Millennials as a generation didn’t maliciously and consciously concoct this diabolical plan as if they were some criminal mastermind like The Joker.  Many Millennials were lied to by their parents and teachers about having a mental illness.  The environment they grew up in certainly had stressors that may look like mental illness, but are in fact just tough times or unfortunate circumstances.  And we needn’t highlight again the financial incentives the psychology/pharmaceutical industries have in every one of us having a mental disorder.  But like hell 50% of the population has a mental illness.  And like hell 1 in 4 Millennials are clinically depressed.  Like hell 1 in 4 college students need Adderall.  And I do not want to hear another lazy ass Millennial bragging about their “social anxiety disorder.”

Unfortunately, there is absolutely no way to calculate the percent of the Millennial (and overall) population that is faking mental illness.  Plus, who isn’t to say that over the course of life most people won’t suffer legitimate bouts of mental illness?  But if you use other countries that are not so wealthy nor so spoiled, or simply go back a generation or two, you can use those as baselines to ballpark the percent of the current cases of mental illnesses that are legitimate.  Furthermore, cynical and unscientific as this method may be, the mere application of Occam’s Razor would introduce a healthy dose of much-needed skepticism into this discussion.  Does our population really have anywhere between a 25% to 50% rate of mental illness? Or have we made it so profitable, either financially or emotionally, that weaker minded people are too tempted to claim they are mentally ill?  Also, have we become so soft and spoiled as a society that the normal amount of pain and discomfort that comes with everyday challenges is so harsh it “triggers” weaker people into thinking they have a mental illness?  And then there’s your anecdotal stories that did not exist 20 years ago where you know of people purposely faking a mental illness to get some kind of advantage in society (for example, I know two men who lied to their employers that they had ADD so they could telecommute).  When you view society through this cynical Occam’s lens, it’s obvious there’s at least some fakers out there abusing mental illness for ill-gotten gains and it’s not some token percent.  20%, 30%, even 80%?  It’s impossible to tell.  But it would not be the slightest bit shocking if it turns out 50% of cases are faked or at least over/misdiagnosed.

Appalling as it might be that millions of people are faking mental illness for attention, money, even purpose in life, doing so comes at a great cost.  Like putting race or gender at the center of your life, you’re living a lie, guaranteeing that same life of misery, poverty, loneliness, and destitution.  But there is an added cost that comes with faking a mental illness for the rest of your life.  Namely, you have to fake having a mental illness.  And that makes a bad situation much, much worse.

The absolute best outcome with this strategy is if you are consciously conniving and amoral, and know full well what you’re doing.  You do not have a mental illness.  You’re perfectly, mentally healthy.  You are just willing to fake some symptoms, claim you got a case of the social anxieties, walk into a compliant doctor’s office to have them sign off on it, and go get whatever benefits society has voted you to have.  It could be telecommuting privileges, it could be SSI, it could be scholarships, it doesn’t matter.  You take your drugs, flush them down the toilet, and go on living life on an easier mode.  One almost has to tip their hat to this Machiavellian approach, because if society is going to be stupid enough to award people for traits, you might as well cash in on the offer.

A lesser outcome is you “deep down inside” know you’re not mentally ill, but still can’t resist the temptation of either the financial benefits, the laziness it excuses, or even something as petty as the popularity and acceptance it confers upon you.  The problem here is that whatever social or professional life you’ve built on this lie goes away the second you can no longer keep up the façade.  If you claimed you had social anxiety in high school because you think it would beget pity and acceptance, then you better keep it up until graduation day because it will all go away if you don’t.  If you’re in with the emo-kids at college and you’ve gained their comradery by playing somebody who’s a brooding English major who suffers from depression, you’re not going to be invited to the poetry slams anymore once they find out you were lying.  And there’s entire professions within the non-profit, academic, and government world where the more disabilities you have the more cache you have in your career.   If you’ve built any part or parcel of your career on a made up mental disability, you get to stay on stage forever lest you care to end your career.  You essentially damn yourself to a part time job of being somebody you’re not forever, all for a little leg up in your career or social life.

Worse than that is where you actually start to believe the lie.  You are so pathetic and valueless you place your entire life’s value on having a mental disability you don’t have.  Deep down inside you know you don’t have a mental illness, but you are so lazy at your core you consciously choose the life of a mentally ill person to beget pity, assistance, and worth because a life of learning to code, perform dentistry, or wrench on diesel engines is just too much work for you.  But while you’re thinking you’re dodging a bullet or being very clever, there is just one problem in believing you have a mental illness when you don’t. It’s a guarantee you will inevitably develop one over time.  And when you throw that on top of the destitution, loneliness, poverty, and despair that comes with living a lie, you’ll be begging you had placed value in something as simple and innocent as gender.

But the absolute worst outcome when it comes to having a mental illness is not even having a mental illness at all.  It’s where you were an otherwise mentally healthy individual and either through your parents, teachers, victimhood pimps (politicians, psychologists, counselors, etc.), or simply not having your father around, you were convinced you were mentally ill.  Here we should have nothing but pity for the poor millions of Millennials (and others) who were misdiagnosed as children simply because their parents didn’t love them, their teachers didn’t want to deal with them, the psychology industry wanted to profit off of them, or their dads just weren’t around.  Matter of fact, in a self-fulfilling prophecy sort of way, the mental pain and suffering that is the result of being misdiagnosed with a mental illness should be considered a mental illness in itself, given its own name and entered in the DSM MCMXXVII (it should also be grounds for tremendous lawsuits against teachers, counselors, and therapists who misdiagnosed them).  Regardless, there are easily millions of adults today who were lied to about their mental health in the past, who directly mentally suffer from that misdiagnosis now.  And many still live today under the erroneous assumption they had/still have a mental illness.

Once again, young people today need to look at the Millennials and ask themselves some serious questions when it comes to mental health. 

Do you really have a mental illness or just shitty parents, shitty teachers, and a shitty support network?

Are you mentally ill or is your dad just not around or non-participatory in your life?

Are you depressed or is your life and current environment so harsh that the mentally healthy response would actually be to be depressed?

Were you so spoiled in life, facing no real problems that any normal problem normal people face scares you to the point you can’t function?  Not that you have “social anxiety disorder?”  You just can’t handle everyday pain and strife?

And if none of those are the case, do you really want to fake having a mental illness all for some free taxpayer money, lower standards, pity, and attention?  Even going to the extent of taking mind-altering drugs to keep up the façade or merely to use as a crutch?  Because if you don’t have a mental illness now, you soon will.  And a life without mental health is not only a wasted one, but a tortured one as well.


CHAPTER 22 – NO, YOU ARE NOT A BALBASAURSEXUAL

Allow me to tell you the tale of two gay guys.

The first is about my best friend.  He is a homosexual.  He has had the occasional boyfriend, but if you ever met him you would never know.  Matter of fact, he’s known people for years who didn’t know he was gay.  But it’s not because he’s somehow ashamed of it or purposely keeps it from people.

He just doesn’t care that he’s gay.

If you were to talk to him, what he is most likely to talk about are things that interest him.  His career as an actuary.  His love for art, art history, and sculpture.  His obsession with kayaking and watersports.  As well as his appetite for philosophical and intellectual conversation.  Rarely, if ever, does the topic of his sexuality come up because it’s just not that important to him.  He just likes dick.  Now do you want to go kayaking or not?

The other story is about a man I do not know.  I was at a basement bar in downtown Chicago ordering myself a cocktail on a cold wintery night.  The bar was very peaceful and calm with other bar-goers enjoying hot toddies and the like.  But this serenity was pierced with a loud, bombastic man talking on his cell phone coming down the hallway, who you could hear long before you could see him.  And before you even caught a glimpse of the man you already knew he was gay.  He was loud, he had a purposed and forced lisp, and whether or not you wanted to be privy to his phone conversation, it didn’t matter.  He was going to share with everybody about how “TINA!!! YOU SHOULD DUMP THAT MAN, GIRLFRIEND!!!  HE’S NO GOOD FOR YOU!!!”

Sure enough when he sat three chairs down from me the stereotype in my mind was confirmed.  He was an impeccably dressed, effeminate, gay man, with a loud scarf, perfectly manicured hands, and had some kind of product in his hair that made it gleam.  And just as we were forced to hear his conversation with “Tina,” we would also be forced to hear his thought process about ordering a drink from the bartender, replete with a forced stereotypical lisp.

“Oh my goodnetthhh, it’sss just thhhew cold out therrreee.  Lemme thhhee, I justhhh have to collect myseltthhh.  Ok. Lemme thhhee.  I’m… like… totally NOT in a bourbon mood right now, but OMG boyfrieeennnd, when aren’t I!!!???.”

I decided to slam my drink and get out of there as quickly as possible because whatever peace and serenity I was enjoying at the bar was ruined and never coming back.  I also had a newfound appreciation of my gay friend for merely being a cool guy who just happened to be gay.

Now there are two types of people in this world when it comes to sexuality. Binary and non-binary.  You are either straight or you are not.  And within the non-binary community there are (not kidding) 112 sub-genders at last count.  But whether you are gay, lesbian, bi, pan-sexual, “gemigender,” or “vapogender,” within this non-binary group there are really just two general groups of people.

People who actually happen to be non-binary and

People who may or may not be non-binary, but can’t shut the hell up about it.

We once again see that familiar refrain of using a trait as a tool to beget value, attention, and even money.  And we needn’t go over the underlying machinations of this again.  But just like claiming you have a mental illness when you don’t comes with slew of costs and consequences, claiming you a “balbasaursexual” when you’re not does as well. 

First, your sexuality is not only closely related to your mental health, but is an integral part of it.  Who you are attracted to, who you have sex with, who you inevitably love plays a huge role in your overall happiness and mental health.  And if you’re going to be intellectually dishonest with yourself about your sexuality in order to gain popularity or attention, you will impair your actual sexuality and thus your ability to enjoy life.

Second, much as people mock the “31 flavors of gender,” sexuality is no joke.  There certainly are not 112 genders, but there are people who are indeed not straight.  This brings in a whole slew of challenges for these people when it comes to figuring out their actual sexuality.  But teachers, academics, the media, attention whores, even parents complicate matters with both an unrealistically long list of genders and the added social and political pressure to align with one for acceptance, popularity, or social gain.  Not being straight is already an uphill battle.  You needn’t make it more complicated for non-binary people with idiotic concepts like “omni-sexuality.”

Third, claiming you’re non-binary when you’re straight is an insult to those who actually are.  It’s no different than how faking a mental illness to get a disability check is an egregious insult to those suffering from actual mental illness.  And to people who are genuinely non-binary you mock them choosing your gender like a shirt.  Something you “like” and “goes well with your pants,” and apparently something you can change at a whim or when it suits you.  You’re already likely a loser if you’re tempted to “choose” a gender because it will make you popular. You don’t have to go through with it making you a poser and a hypocrite on top of it.

Fourth, this 112 flavors of gender is childish and stupid, putting it on par with astrology.  It’s not biology.  It’s not neurochemistry.  It isn’t even psychology.  It’s the average teenage or 20 something gossip girl reading her horoscope in the tabloids section of the grocery store.  It’s a dumb game unintelligent people play and really stupid people believe.  But if the whole point of identifying your sexuality is to find your true love in life, claiming you’re a “pansexual” or a “sapiosexual” is the worst way to go about it. Because even if the future love of your life is standing right in front of you at a party, if you’re bragging about how you’re a “psyducksexual” or “zubatsexual” you’re obviously putting more emphasis on attention whoring than you are finding a person you’re romantically interested in.   That and you sound like a freaking idiot.  And nobody wants to fall in love with a dumbass.

Finally, even though everyone having their own unique gender is unfathomably stupid, you can never underestimate the power of people’s laziness.  Because if people are willing to fool themselves into thinking they’re mentally ill, even to the point they’ll do drugs to prove it, people will also force themselves to believe they’re non-binary to do the same.  And presenting these weak minded people with a custom-made gender that will make them “unique and special” is just too tempting for many to refuse.

Here we go into a truly dark place because this is not using your race or gender to make some money on some affirmative action program.  This is changing who you sleep with (or at least claim to sleep with) all to garner some attention.  This is (in some rarer instances) taking hormones or getting surgery to change your actual gender.  This is all perfectly fine if you were honest with yourself up front about your sexuality.  But if you had the ulterior motive of a life of free value and are living a lie, the mental price you will pay for being a gender you’re not is incalculable.

We needn’t review the costs and consequences of placing a trait at the center of your life.  They’ve been detailed and reviewed in previous chapters (race, gender, etc.).  But the mental confusion and torment that comes with living as a gender you’re not, or simply holding your otherwise authentic gender as the only thing of value in life is a guaranteed way to make yourself miserable.  I cannot think of a more confused or tortured life as one where people put their gender (authentic or not) ahead of themselves.  Still people do.  And that is why the gay man at the bar, despite being genuinely gay, was an absolutely miserable soul who was in reality talking to himself.  And that is also why my best friend, despite being non-binary, has entire families of friends who are only more than happy to go hiking with him.  One was lying to himself.  The other was honest.

We can go on about this sexual identity horse and pony show older generations have forced upon the younger.  But in short younger generations have three options when it comes to determining their sexualities, binary or not.

	They can continue the cute Millennial shit show where they choose “designer-sexualities” from an ever growing list, all as they vainly attempt to attention whore. 


	They can join the dark side, placing their gender (authentic or not, chosen or not) at the center of their lives and become some kind of miserable activist that throws a temper tantrum if people don’t use their “preferred pronouns.” 


	Or they can just have the bravery and courage to admit what their sexuality is and live life accordingly. 


Unless you want to suffer the pain and headache the current generation of buffoons are when it comes to choosing a sexual identity like a shirt, I’d strongly recommend making your life easier and choose option #3.


CHAPTER 23 – YOUR POLITICS HAVE NO VALUE

The quote “Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel” is from Samuel Johnson in 1775.  We don’t know why or what context he said it in, but historians speculate it was to delineate between actual patriots who loved their country and others who declared their patriotism for ulterior motives.  Since that time the quote has been used to expose people who get behind causes, not for the cause itself, but for their own personal gain. And thus the quote has been tailored to include other things scoundrels and other hypocrites use as refuges. 

Religion.

Charitable causes. 

Philosophies. 

Even sports teams can serve as a refuge for scoundrels. 

But all these things have something in common that makes them appealing to the world’s scoundrels.  Something that takes no effort, no labor, and no pain.   Matter of fact, it’s the same philosophical thread that links gender, race, sexuality, and other traits we mentioned before.  And thus it plays very well to those who are looking for immediate value and purpose in life, but don’t want to work for it.

They’re beliefs.

And beliefs don’t take a single calorie of energy to have.  Just a mere declaration.

If you want to be a patriot, you merely declare you love your country.

If you want to belong to a culture, you merely declare you’re “Polish” or “quattrosexual” and wave a flag.

If you want to be morally superior to everyone else, you just join a religion.

If you want to belong to a club, you at most pay some dues.

Even if you want to belong to a team, you simply choose the Green Bay Packers and wear another man’s jersey while you hork down wings and light beer at the local sportsbar.

Immediate value, purpose, belonging and agency are conferred upon you, even though you really don’t love your country, don’t believe in your religion, don’t have pride in your culture, or can’t throw a football to save your life.  All you had to do was declare you were part of the team and now you have immediate belonging, identity, and reason.  You also coincidentally are now in a much better position to take financial advantage of people as you have ingratiated yourself to them, thus earning their trust. This is what makes such things attractive havens for scoundrels.

But there is one refuge that is better than all the rest.  An irresistible refuge that acts as a light to scoundrel moths.  One where it doesn’t matter if you are truly a worthless person with absolutely nothing else going on in life.  And one that takes absolutely zero effort to belong to or believe in.

Politics.

And the Millennials are master scoundrels when it comes to politics.

The Worthless Political Religion of the Millennials

The reason I call it the “Millennial Political Religion” is because their politics are precisely that.  It’s a religion.  You can’t prove it.  There’s actually a ton of evidence to the contrary of it.  And like a religion, Millennials fervently believe in it.  But what makes their politics a true religion and a religion of scoundrels is those Millennials who believe in it truly have nothing else going on in life.  It is their last resort because they have failed in every other endeavor of life that matters.
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And whether this was because of a poor upbringing they received or simple rank laziness, it doesn’t matter.  If you’re searching for meaning and purpose in life through a belief it’s no different than trying to do the same with a race, a gender, a sexual preference, or any other trait.  And so when you look at the Millennial Political Religion for what it is, when you boil it down to its most basic elements, it’s nothing but an excuse for their failures in life, their continued choice to not try in life, the rationalization of theft from others, and a massive ego protection philosophy that abdicates them of any responsibility, ownership, or agency in their lives.

There’s the rank theft they advocate in being bailed out of the student loans they used to purchase a “College Experience,” not an education.  This is on top of the parasitism they clamor for in terms of basic guaranteed income, free education, Medicare for all, all in a thinly veiled attempt to enslave others so they never have to work. 

There is the elimination of merit from all of our institutions in the vain hopes they won’t have to do the work, but will instead be awarded positions and promotions based on bigotry, traits, even entitlement.  All this couched in the hypocritical and sanctimonious virtue-signaling about how “not racist” or “not sexist” they are, as if taking such moral and logical political positions is somehow brave or courageous. 

There’s their identity politics that are the complete antithesis of what Dr. King argued for where people are judged by their character and not their traits. But Millennials cannot help but obsess about one’s race, gender, sexuality, class, mental health, physical disability or any other possible and conceivable trait, because once again accomplishments take effort, traits do not.  Anything to avoid a job.

The Millennial political religion is also the most tyrannical, fascist, anti-free speech ideology we’ve had since the actual fascists of 1930’s Europe, where people are fired, doxxed, SWAT’ed, and/or blacklisted for not having politically correct views.  And this says nothing about the incredibly annoying “do-gooder tyranny” where we’re banning plastic straws, plastics bags, and drive through restaurants all because these worthless do-gooders really have nothing better to do in life than to force their pet politics on an innocent population.

The Millennial political religion is a luxury good where each pampered individual can have their own, tailor-made, designer-political cause.  Veganism, environmentalism, pacifism, feminism, anarcho-communism, anarcho-libertarianism, even the bogus “intersectionality.”   But never do they actually do anything to improve the environment, end childhood hunger, or close wage gaps.  And never will they ever build up the courage to speak candidly about the real underlying causes of these social problems.  These pet-political causes are purely masturbation so these worthless people can feel good about themselves.

There’s the elimination of standards as achieving them is not only hard, but once achieved we can objectively identify “excellence” or what is “superior.”  And just as the Millennial political religion is green with envy over wealth and money, so too are they over social disparities such as athletics, grades, scores, beauty, and other forms of excellence.  They need to eliminate standards from all aspects of society, thereby eliminating all that is good and excellent in society, not only denying us the enjoyment of all that is good in life, but also to protect their precious snow-flake feelings.

And then there is the unfathomable ignorance of the Millennial political religion.  Even as abject failures they still have the gall and gumption to claim they know how to run society.  They’ve never looked at the federal budget, a shockingly high percentage of them don’t even know the difference between a million or a trillion, they have no knowledge of economic history, yet they claim to know better than adults who’ve actually supported themselves.  All this as they fawn over Andrew Yang as some “economic genius” when it’s nothing but white-collar parasitism and panhandling.

But perhaps most precious of all is they laughably claim they’re “independent minded” or “critical thinkers” when they are the dictionary definition of conformists.  The Dunning-Kruger effect is no more exemplified than by college-educated Millennials who think they’re not only smart, but are independent-minded when they parrot the exact vomit they were precisely programmed to vomit by their professors and teachers.  Where these fools actually think “other people’s money” is not only a new idea, but a “brave and courageous” one.  It shows you just how pathetic the Millennial political religion is when the true rebels are the ones advocating such racy things as “nuclear families,” “self-supportation,” “raising your kids,” “majoring in Computer Science,” and “going to church.”

In sum total the Millennial political religion offers nothing of value to society or the individual.  No matter how much they gussy it up under different heroic-sounding “isms,” it’s old hat socialism and has been tried before.  It’s utterly common and not unique, and on top of it, it is parasitic.  It is truly the “basic bitch” of all political ideologies and the epitomal religion of scoundrels.

“Dirty, Rotten Scoundrels”

The question for younger generations is do you want to become like this?  And not just when you’re young and stupid, but when you’re old and presumably wiser?   Do you want to be the 67 year old hippie boomer demanding other people pay for their adult diapers because they didn’t save up for it?  Do you want to be the 44 year old spinster whining about patriarchy, freezing her eggs, and bitching about the wage gap?  Do you want your life to be so void of meaning, so void of people, and so pathetic and worthless that all you have is your religion of politics?  That when you meet someone for a date all you can impress them with is that fact you’re a “vegan” or an “environmentalist?”  In short, do you want to be such a boring, common, pathetic individual that you’re describably no different than the rank and file sheep that surround you?  No matter how glorified and heroic professors, colleges, media, and journalists make the Millennial political religion seem to be, such obfuscation doesn’t change the fact that in the end it’s just being a parasite.  And nobody achieves greatness being one.

Condi Rice described the Millennial political religion long before Millennials were old enough to vote:

"If you are taught bitterness and anger, then you will believe you are a victim. You will feel aggrieved and the twin brother of aggrievement is entitlement. So now you think you are owed something and you don't have to work for it and now you're on a really bad road to nowhere because there are people who will play to that sense of victimhood, aggrievement and entitlement, and you still won't have a job."

If you wish to avoid such misery and have an enjoyable philosophical and intellectual life, you must actually be independent-minded.  Actually be a critical thinker.  Study the federal budget.  Learn math.  Study economic history.  But above all else, be a rebel.  Commit to the truth and support yourself like a mature adult.


CHAPTER 24 – TRAITS VS. ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Imagine you are the most talented heart surgeon in the world.  Or perhaps the best chef on the planet.  Maybe you’re the best musical composer of all time.  Or perhaps you are simply the greatest mom in the history of moms.

Now put yourself alone on Mars with nobody around you.

What you will soon realize is that without other people it doesn’t matter that you’re the greatest surgeon, the greatest chef, the best music composer, or the universe’s greatest mom.  Without other people to recognize or avail themselves of your abilities you have no value.  You are technically worthless.

Predictably, some will argue that you have at least some philosophical value in being the best.  That just because you are a music composer on Mars and create the universe’s greatest song doesn’t mean it doesn’t have value.  It’s a great song that just needs somebody to discover it.  But that makes the point even more so.  Not until somebody else discovers it will it have purpose, meaning, or value.  It will remain a piece of paper with notes written on it, indistinguishable from the matter of Martian dust that surrounds it until another sentient being finds it and can appreciate it.

This is the key thing to understand about value – specifically, what gives humans value.  That you cannot be an individual and confer value upon yourself.  The option to declare yourself “valuable” or “worthy” does not exist.  Value is completely dependent upon the existence of other people.  And it can only originate from and be given by other people.

Therefore, if you wish to have any value (at least here on planet Earth), you need to do one of two things.  You either produce something of value other humans will willingly transact their time for through the use of money (as money is nothing more than their time converted into a physical exchangeable form), or you be an interesting enough human that people willingly spend their time directly with you as friends, colleagues, or lovers.  But in either case, you will soon realize it is the transference of humans’ only and most precious commodity – time – that determines all value in society.  Not money.  Not traits.  Not your gender.  And not your political religion.  Other people’s time.

This makes perfect sense since time is really the only commodity humans have.  It is the only currency they can trade in.  And so it should be no surprise that what ultimately determines the value of an individual human is how much of other people’s time they command either through the labor they offer or being such an interesting person people willingly want to spend their time with them.  But to achieve either, be you a highly-paid surgeon or simply “The World’s Most Interesting Man,” there is only one way to do it.

Through accomplishments.

And accomplishments are all that really matter in life.

It takes absolutely nothing to be “Latino.”  It takes absolutely nothing to be “female.”  It takes absolutely nothing to be a “pacifist.”  And it takes absolutely nothing to declare yourself a “tanqueraysexual.”  Nobody cares.  Nobody is going to pay you for it.  Your traits offer nothing of value to anyone.  But if you’re a surgeon or a hang-glider or a software engineer or an entrepreneur or a beautiful woman or a race car driver or somebody who is in great physical shape, you not only likely command a very high wage, but are sought after by friends and the opposite sex alike.

Alas, given the choice as to whether people would spend their precious time with “The World’s Most Interesting Man” or “The World’s Most Typical Millennial,” there’s no choice.  Everybody will want to invest their time with the accomplished individual over the person who’s masturbating over their traits, their sociology degree, and demanding BGI.  And it’s also why we can all readily identify “The World’s Most Interesting Man” (though fictional), but have a blurred non-descript image of “The World’s Most Typical Millennial.”  One is accomplished.  The other merely exists.  One has value.  The other does not.  And at the genetic level you want to trade your time with people of value because quality people improve your life.

Regardless, this explains why accomplishments have value and traits do not. Why people who try to make a living on their traits are usually impoverished panhandlers compared to those who make a living through their accomplishments.  There is demand for accomplishments, but not traits.  But this also presents younger generations a very clear choice in life.  A fork in the road that will determine whether you piss away your life or make it count.  And it’s simply whether you want to live an accomplished life or not.

The path to an accomplished life may be rigorous, arduous, challenging, and difficult, but you will become an accomplished individual.  You will be an accountant, a father, a mother, a builder, a kayaker, a distiller, a grandma, a motorcyclist, an inventor, or whatever it is you set out to be.  You will not only have a volume of work and a legacy to leave behind, but you will have been handsomely compensated for your profession and ideally loved by all the people in your life.  You will not once mention in your list of accomplishments a “trait” you had or a “belief” you held because it will have never occurred to you to mention such stupid things.  And when you die you will have no regrets because you will have made your life count being of professional value to society and being of personal value to the people you loved and cared about.

The other path is the one officially sanctioned by the Millennial political religion.  A seemingly easier path, that is in reality the really hard path.  One where society not only owes you a living, but *must* value you simply because your mother did not abort you.  That in merely existing you are somehow great, of value, and of worth to society.  And there is no need to labor or toil to accomplish anything in life because you are blessed with having “Trait X” and “Trait Y,” not to mention you hold “Belief A” and “Belief B” - the politically correct views that are of ultimate human value.  But as you constantly panhandle your way through life, trying to get the world to worship your traits, precious seconds tick away as nobody wants to have anything to do with you, either through employment or a personal life.  And what people do spend their time with you are usually the same low-grade caliber of people, equally wasting their time on this planet.  And upon your death bed nobody will care, nobody will attend, and like most people’s lives, it will not have mattered.  You will have left no genuine legacy, rendering your existence in this universe truly pointless.  And the truest testament as to just what a pathetic life you will have lived will be that the biggest accomplishment in life will have been your “College Experience.”  A college degree that got you nowhere except poverty.

There is no clearer picture to younger generations than what the costs and consequences are in choosing traits over accomplishments in life than the Millennial generation.  And while the Millennials were heavily lobbied to value things they were born with over what they actually did after they were born, it doesn’t change the fact that they still chose the wrong path and consequently destroyed their lives.  And even though your parents, your teachers, your counselors, your politicians, the media, and nearly every institution will do everything they can to get you to value your traits over your abilities, for your own sake and your own precious life you cannot put any value in your traits.  You must derive all your value in life through your accomplishments.  Because if you don’t you simply will have no reason to live.


STOP BEING UGLY


CHAPTER 25 – BIG IS NOT BEAUTIFUL

Younger women today have a front row seat to an amazing show.  A show where their elder generational sisters are torn between the two strongest biological drives they have.  On one side is the strongest force in the human mind – laziness.  On the other side is their biological drive to find a man.  And what ensues is a tormenting game of tug of war as these two massive forces duke it out for the control of these women’s minds, unfortunately destroying these poor women in the process.  It’s not a pretty show. It’s not a fun show.  It’s actually a tragedy.  But in watching this battle unfold younger women today can learn a lot from their elder generational sisters and avoid their tormented fate.

How this battle specifically unfolds is that human laziness is such a strong force it threatens most women’s ability to find a quality man.  It does so as laziness does with all people by making them fat.  It is hard to work out and hit the gym.  It is hard to eat right and diet correctly.  And everybody under the sun knows precisely how to get in shape, how to stay thin, and how to be attractive.  It’s no secret.  But the eternal and unrelenting force of laziness is so strong it literally overpowers what people know to be blindingly true in their frontal cortex.  And since laziness is stronger than truth, it is clearly winning as obesity rates for both men and women are going through the roof. 

The problem is this is the exact opposite of what men want.  Men want hot women, with long hair, long legs, a kind demeanor, and who are thin.

I’ll say that again in case there’s any confusion on the part of women.

Men want:

hot women, 

with long hair,

long legs,

a kind demeanor,

and who are thin.

And when presented with a buffet of overweight, obese, physically unattractive women, the men women want are simply not inspired to ask them out.  Being fat is revolting to men.  It is the single worst thing you can do to your chances of finding a man.  No matter how much you want a man, if you get fat, you will not get him (or keep him).

But what makes this show even more tragic and sad is to just what desperate lengths women will futilely go to have their cake and eat it too.  That even though they’ll never give up being fat, they’ll still vainly make attempts to make themselves attractive.  They’ll put on weaves, do their nails, wear heels, wear make-up, put on lipstick, put on blush, do their hair, get a nose job, get a boob job, get a manicure, get a pedicure, extend their lashes, extend their nails, dye their hair, dye their brows, pierce their belly button, stuff their bras, push up bras, buy diet books, read diet books, watch diet videos, watch workout videos, lie about their weight, lie about their age, take close-up photos, photoshop their photos, plunging necklines, v necklines, turtle necklines, Condi Rice boots, CFM boots, pointy boots, and maybe even a few snack crackers.  They’re so desperate they’ll even try to undo the biological hardwiring of men by shaming them for liking thin girls or accuse them of being *gasp* “shallow.”  They will do absolutely anything and everything to get a man…except for hitting the gym and taking the damn cupcake out of their mouths.

In the end all women end up doing is tormenting themselves.  Not only with desperate hopes that are never realized where someday they might actually get a man, but the wasted psychological and caloric toll it must take to try everything under the sun to get a man…as long as it avoids the gym.  And so what usually ends up happening is a woman does get a man, but not the one she really wanted. A man she settles for.  A man she tolerates.  One she is more prone to divorce and one a more attractive man could probably temporarily lure her away from.  Cynical as that sounds, it is true.  One of the most important parts of women’s lives today – their love life – is heavily compromised and certainly not a source of happiness because laziness trumped love.  And so your elder generational sisters are doomed to forever wonder if they could have got something better.  Which is the perfect recipe for a miserable love life.

You Really Don’t Need a Man

But there is some good news.  And all it takes is a little clear thinking and some intellectual honesty.   Because if you take the time sit down, take inventory of what you want in your heart of hearts, and just be honest with yourself, you can avoid the tormented fate of your elder generational sisters and live a much better life.

You just need to ask yourself one simple question:

Do you really want a man?

If you do, there is nothing wrong in admitting this.  It’s been that way since humans have existed and it’s what you’re biologically programmed to want.  So there’s no shame in admitting you want a man.  But if you do indeed want a man what you absolutely have to realize is that you are not getting a trinket or a toy.  You don’t go to “The Man Store” and pick up a man.  Nor are you going to a slave market and purchasing a slave.  You are trying to get another sentient human being, who has his own agency and choice, to in turn also choose to spend time with you.  And if you myopically and solipsistically only consider your wants and desires, and not his, you will fail and he will choose not to be with you. Therefore, if you truly want a man you have to first consider what he wants.  And I don’t know if we’ve gone over this before, but men want…

a hot woman, 

with long hair,

long legs,

a kind demeanor,

who is thin.

Admittedly, achieving these things takes effort.  A lot of effort.  Being a beautiful woman is a real part time job.  But it is vital to your future happiness to realize that if you are not willing to achieve those standards then you ultimately do not want a man as your inherent biological desire to be lazy is more powerful than your desire for a man.  So if you’re not willing to be physically attractive, then don’t plan on getting a man.

But you know what? 

That’s perfectly alright too.  Because the problem with putting forth the effort needed to get a man is its equivalent to that of keeping a dog.  It’s a lot of work.  It takes dedication, it takes love, you need to feed it, let it out, take it to the vet, and care for it.  It’s an incredible responsibility to take care of a dog and it’s even more so with a man.   But just as it’s alright to be honest with yourself and acknowledge you just don’t want to put forth the effort to take care of a dog, it’s also alright to admit the same when it comes to taking care of a man.  Additionally, it’s just unfair to both dogs and men if you’re not willing to put forth the effort to take care of either.  And so, yes you may want a man.  I too desperately want a dog.  But we both need the maturity to acknowledge we’re not willing to put forth the effort that is required to be “good owners” of either.  It’s perfectly alright to get a cat instead.

There is one final and key thing about being honest with yourself if you are not willing to put forth the effort to get a man.  If you’re not, stop torturing yourself over it.  Again, there is nothing more sad and tragic than when fat, overweight women gussy themselves up with nails, heels, tight clothing, and the whole nine yards thinking that is what’s going to get a man.  All that effort, time, and hope is wasted.  All their lives are wasted pining for a man who is never going to come, dragging out the torture and the torment even more.

Do yourself a favor.  Set yourself free and have some self-respect.

If you want to eat, drink, and be merry, go actually eat, drink, and be merry.  If you want to take on hobbies, hang out with your girlfriends, pursue your career, and enjoy all the great and wonderful food this world has to offer, go and do all those things.  But please do not lessen your enjoyment, let alone your life, lamenting the loss of a man.  Enjoy and avail yourself of this path in life guilt free.

So Why The Lie?

Whether women choose to have a man in their lives or not, both paths take herculean efforts on the part of women, both physically and psychologically.  The physical commitment that is required to attract and keep a quality man is literally a life-long, part-time job of manual labor.  You hit the gym.  You hit the treadmill.  You lift weights.  And you commit yourself to a soulless diet.  For women who choose not to have men in their lives, the psychological effort required to do so is also herculean.  They need to be true stoics, tempering their innate desire to have a man, and they must have the mental faculties to honestly conclude they’d prefer not to have a man in their lives.  But the vast majority of women are simply capable of neither. 

Very few women put forth the effort to stay physical fit and if they do they usually gain weight upon getting a commitment from a guy.  And very few women who choose a man-free life actually go out and enjoy it.  Most of them obsess about men as evidenced by feminists, women’s magazines, the media, etc., the precise same people who say you don’t need a man!  You’d half expect them to happily go fishing or something instead of wasting their lives raging against men, but that is all they do.  Regardless, it takes a tremendous steel resolve to either commit to the physical requirements to be beautiful or to ignore your biological desires to have a man.  Thus, these two exceptional groups of women make up no more than 10% of the female population, leaving 90% of women in the impossible situation where they are still at the whim of both biological drives.  They desperately want to be lazy and they also desperately want to find their man.  So what are these poor women to do?

Thankfully, an industry specializes in resolving that precise problem.  It allows women to not only be fat, lazy, couch potatoes, but also promises them their very own George Clooney.  An industry so advanced its product is the last and final luxury good in America.  And as you guessed it, it’s The Lying Industrial Complex.  And they are only more than happy to sell women that last and final American luxury good - living a lie.

Even though we reviewed just what a lengthy and comprehensive list of industries are involved with selling people lies, I don’t think people really comprehend how much money is to be made in lies.  And though she is only one person, she serves as a great case study and empirical data point because she made billions off of selling lies – Oprah. 

Oprah was the original drug dealer of lies.  The heroin peddler of fibs.  And though we lacked the awareness to realize what she was doing early on in the 80’s, she was just doing what P.T. Barnum or Frank Lucas did - selling dope to suckers.  But be it Barnum, Lucas, or Winfrey, none of them had to go door to door to sell their product.  People lined up for their product because it was what they wanted. They were clamoring for it.  And when you look at the GDP of lies vs. the GDP of illegal narcotics, it’s not even close.  Lies are a much larger industry and a much more addicting drug.  So when you have 90% of the female population being torn between the two most powerful biological forces in their lives, if you can convince them they can have them both, they will pay you everything they own in their lives, even if it is a lie.

That is why “big is beautiful.”  It’s why big has to be beautiful.  Because there’s so much potential money to be made.

The fashion industry, media, the democrat party, government, non-profits, academia, feminism, Hollywood, psychologists, retailers, corporate America, harlequin romance novels, and yes, even the Hallmark Channel stand to make billions (trillions over time) if they can convince women they can both be lazy and find a man.  Women will buy their perfume, their fashion, their books, and their overpriced liberal arts education not for the underlying economic value of these things, but because it’s couched in the lie that makes them feel good. “Big is beautiful,” “beauty has no weight,” “you’re all beautiful on the inside,” all of which is part of the bigger lie of “you can have it all.”

But we all know what happens to people who live a lie.  They destroy their lives. And that’s precisely what these women do.  They destroy their lives.

The 5% of women who actually get in shape and stay in shape for their man have the love of their family, or at least their man.  The 5% of women who truly do not want a man have the peace and serenity that comes without one.  They are off free on their own, living life without the concerns of a man.  But for the remaining 90% of women they are addicted to the lie that they can have both. That somehow there’s a Clive Owen-esque looking man who will have no physical standards and won’t care that she’s 300 pounds.  That this incredible dearth of men is not due to them being morbidly obese, but rather bad luck and men just being sexistly shallow.  And no matter how much empirical data is paraded in front of them, no matter how quickly that window is closing for them to find a man, they will cling to the lie that someday a “Real Man™“ will find them and “love them for who they are.”  And even though deep down inside they know better, they don’t care.  They will take that syringe, fill it full of “big is beautiful,” shoot it right into their veins, and the Lying Industrial Complex will keep them supplied until they’re dead.  They will have neither a man nor the peaceful life that comes without one.  They will have the worst of both worlds and the best of none.

Choose Now

Whether young women choose either path, it doesn’t matter.  It is your life and you can choose to do with it as you please.  But you need to choose one.  You cannot have both.  Because both is not an option.  It is an illusion sold to you by society to profit off of you and its fate is a wasted life.

But if there’s one bit of advice younger women can glean from their Millennial and Gen X sisters it’s that you don’t have a lot of competition.  With obesity ravaging the country, beauty standards are so low simply being in shape, having long hair, and not having a gross of tattoos puts any young woman in the top 10% of her peers.  And if you can muster the etiquette and decorum to be a pleasant young lady, you’re in the top 5%.  With the barrier to beauty so low, it behooves every young woman to at least try to be attractive for once in your life to see what advantages it gets you.  Because unlike your Gen X and Baby Boomer sisters, you got something they don’t.

Youth.

And once that goes away the door closes forever for you to be beautiful.  Well, at least beautiful to men anyway.


CHAPTER 26 – SOY ISN’T SEXY

Whatever has been said about women can be equally said of men as they hold an equal and blatant disregard for the desires of the fairer sex.  Men are just as obese as women.  Equally slovenly in their Wal-Mart shopper appearance. Completely lacking in charisma and inspiration.  Some even lack a modicum of basic hygiene.   But just as men have a list of standards for women, women also have a list of standards for men.  And if you ever want to get a woman, you must meet these standards.  Women want a man who is:

physically fit

makes enough money to support a family

does not live at home

is mentally strong

is masculine

and is tall

And though we have to make an exception for height as no man controls that, a quick superficial survey of Millennial men today shows an abysmal failure on their part to meet these basic standards.

But why have Millennial (and other) men failed to meet these standards?  Why have so many of them given up?  And an even more important question is why a lot of them never tried in the first place?  Why do men think their current physique is in any way acceptable, if not for the sake of their own physical health?

There are several reasons.

First, just like women, men are equally forced by their inherent biology to be lazy and thus fat, no matter how much they consciously know it’s bad for them or their love lives.  Second, men do pay attention to what women say and with the consistent decades-long message that women did not need them, many put that to heart and simply gave up the pursuit of women.  Third, most women themselves are not physically inspiring, thus giving men no incentive to be either.  And fourth, the pursuit of women is an incredibly expensive endeavor.  You have to go to school, make six figures, study hard, lift weights, save your money, invest your money, learn to fight, endure constant rejection, and be charming and charismatic on top of it.  That is a decades-long chore that can easily be avoided by lazily retreating into video games and porn. 

Still the male sex drive is the most powerful force in the world.  And though those things provide a great (and often times adequate) deterrent for many men to meet women’s standards, most men will still attempt in some way to get a woman as their sex drive compels them to.  Unfortunately, this means a lot of inferior men approach women in spite of them meeting none of women’s standards (of which I’m sure many women will attest to).  But in addition to simple male sex drive, there is another reason hopelessly unqualified men still pursue women they can never get. 

Because they were lied to. 

And this lie is the pluralistic reason there are not only so few quality men out there, but why so many low quality men think they have chance.  Because whereas women were told the lie “big is beautiful,” men were told the equivalent lie that “women liked a sensitive man” or its alias twin brother, “just be yourself.”  And just like “big is beautiful” forgave women from hitting the gym, the lie “women like a sensitive man” did the same, but also excused men from working hard, trying hard, making something of themselves, or putting any kind of effort into anything.  All they had to do was “care,” “be sensitive,” and “be themselves” and women would just be dying for them to ask them out.  The end result?  Your average Millennial soy boy waiting for girls to ask them out!

The origins of this lie do not come from the Lying Industrial Complex, but rather men’s parents.  Specifically, their lazy parents.  Because whereas the motivation for the Lying Industrial Complex to lie to women was profit, the motivation of parents to lie to their sons was laziness.  They just didn’t want to be the bad cop and tell their sons the harsh reality of what women wanted and what would be required of them to achieve that.

The main person who told this lie to generations of sons was their mothers. Perhaps too afraid to tell their weak sons they were ugly weaklings who needed to hit the gym.  Perhaps motivated by laziness as they didn’t want to go into laborious detail about the underlying complex inner-workings of bio-psychological-sexual dynamics.  Perhaps even motivated by the politics of feminism where moms would choose “team girl” over their own sons.  Whatever the reason, hundreds of millions of mothers told generations of sons the same packaged suite of lies.

“Women like a kind, sensitive, caring man.”

“Women like a guy who opens their door for them.”

“Women like a man who listens to their problems.”

“Be yourself.”

And perhaps the biggest lie they told your then 95 lbs, 5’6”, pimpled-faced, ugly, gangly 15 year old ass.

“You’re just fine the way you are!  Any girl would be lucky to have you!”

Normally at this point a very important, critical, and vital person should have come into your life and set you straight.  A person who would have the authority to explain to you that your mother didn’t know what the hell she was talking about, would deprogram you of the damaging misinformation she just gave you, and reprogram you with the practical truth instead.  And though you may not have wanted to hear the practical truth at that time, any young man lucky enough to have this person intervene with the truth would go on to have much more success with women.  Because the truth that person spoke would inevitably help you meet women’s standards.  And that person was…

your father.

Unfortunately, as you may be aware, having your dad around was at best a 50/50 proposition.  Worse, even if your dad was around, the vast majority of Boomer and Gen X dads, frankly, didn’t know shit about what women wanted either.  And so these compromised men parroted what your mothers told you either because they didn’t know any better, were still trying to figure it out themselves, were under the threat of divorce, or just wanted to maintain the status quo of “happy wife, happy life.”  Regardless, they went along with your mother’s idealism, unconsciously selling you down the river, completely unprepared for the real world that was about to hit you.  And so there you went like a dope, be you a Gen X “Sensitive 90’s Man” or some effeminate, supplicating, Millennial soy boy, getting absolutely butchered in the dating market.  Because in spite of doing precisely what your mother said, in spite of “being yourself,” and in spite of being “a kind sensitive caring man,” you in reality became the most hated, contemptable, unattractive thing to women.  You became…

a nice guy.

This, combined with other perennial traits of Millennial men, meant they didn’t stand a chance.  It wasn’t bad enough that they were overweight, unemployed, underemployed, in debt, poor, out of shape, living at home, noodlely-armed, and had a worthless degree.  They were kind, caring, sensitive, nice, and effeminate on top of it.  Worse, since the lie they were told immediately played to their human nature to be lazy, Millennial men didn’t hit the gym as a means to sexually compete for women.  They competed on something that took a lot less calories of energy – grooming.  Thus, they hit the beauty parlor in droves and waged the largest and prettiest grooming war the 1st world had ever seen. 

Perfectly coiffed hair, perfectly groomed beards, precisely pleated pants, ironed socks, magnificent manicures.  All drenched in perfect m’lady agreeableness which rendered most of them doormats.  It’s no wonder 80% of women only find 20% of men acceptable enough to date because it seems only 20% of males are actual men today.

Still, like many things with the Millennials, you have to forgive Millennial men somewhat as this is what they were told to do.  This is how they were conditioned.  This is what they were programmed to believe.  It made simple and logical sense to heed the advice of their elders, simply because who else were they going to heed?  But as Millennial men approach 30 and perhaps realize what they were told was a bunch of bunk, they can maybe salvage what remains of their youth and find a quality girl to love and have in their life.  It’s just going to take a lot of work, a lot of time at the gym, stabilizing their finances, and admitting they were lied to about what women wanted.  But the hardest part won’t be the hitting gym or paying down their debts.  It will be admitting they’re wrong.  That and admitting salmon colored pants with painfully conformist thick rimmed glasses while claiming they’re a “male feminist” as they strum an acoustic guitar is not going to get them the girls.

The Same Two Paths in Life

The debacle of Millennial men’s love lives presents post-Millennial men the same question as their female peers – do you want a loved one in your life?  And both options are on the table and are equally valid. 

If you wish to have a woman be part of your life, you not only need to consider her demands, desires, and requirements in a man, but you need to meet them and maintain them.  You cannot get in shape, work hard at your job, and invest wisely only to get fat yourself, waste your money, or slough off at work. You need to be selfless and put her first in life as that is the definition of love.  And you must realize she is a sentient human being that needs to be convinced of her own free will to do the same.  This will certainly take principles, ethics, morality, charisma, and genuine care, but an unavoidable requirement is that the girl also be physically attracted to you.  This makes the gym a mandatory part time job of every man out there, no matter how much your mom tells you women just want a “sweet, sensitive, kind, caring man.”

The other option is to become a confirmed bachelor and simply not make women part of your life.  It won’t be as rewarding.  You risk loneliness and will face some existential issues.  Plus women are fun!  But if you are honest with yourself and would prefer a womanless life instead, there’s nothing wrong with that either. The easy life of merely supporting oneself, doing what you want, riding your motorcycle, drinking when you want, having multiple frivolous girlfriends, fishing, total and complete freedom, and the silence and serenity that comes without having a woman in the house…matter of fact there are millions of married men right now who would gladly trade places with you!  But joking aside, if you choose this path please do not lessen your life like many confirmed bachelorettes do where all they do is obsess about how bad the opposite sex is.  Enjoy the peace that comes from a life both physically and mentally free from women.


CHAPTER 27 – STOP MUTILATING YOUR BODY

If you want to see a worthless person peer into the window of a car that has a ton of political bumper stickers.  I’m not talking about one or two.  Or the true wandering traveler who has a collection of fun or quirky bumper stickers.  I’m talking the people who have more political stickers on their car than they do steel.  And usually easily predictable ones such as “W.A.M.M,” “No Blood for Oil,” “Amnesty International” or the most sanctimonious of them all, “COEXIST.” 

If you catch up to the driver and peer into their window what you are guaranteed to see 100% of the time is an angry person.  A person who is not smiling.  A person with a permanent scowl on their face.  “Their guy” could have won whatever political election he was running for.  Nearly all things political could be going their way.  Each and every bumper sticker they have could have been made official government policy that day and they will still be scowling. And the reason why is that person has no value.

The sticker-laden car is merely a façade.  A canvas to showcase to the world their beliefs.  A driving advertisement for their politics.  But as for the person themself, they are miserable.  They are likely marginally employed, if employed at all.  They are in debt and have poor personal finances.  They likely have no quality friends or family in their lives.  They are usually physically unattractive, typically overweight or unkempt.  And they most certainly view themselves a victim, suffering unjustly and unfairly in this cruel, cruel world.  But the truth is, like anybody else who uses politics as a surrogate for accomplishment, these people are just plain lazy.  They don’t want to work.  They don’t want to do anything of value.  They fear labor more than anything else in the world.  And to fill that void of purpose and meaning in life, like a scoundrel they go running to politics (and coincidentally politics that serve their financial interests).  Thus, while their car may say they’re a great “environmentalist” or “republican” or “feminist” or “2nd Amendment supporter,” in reality it’s nothing more than an instance of “the lady doth protest too much.”  They are using politics to mask the fact they are worthless people.

But cars are not the only canvas people use to hide their lack of value or insecurities.  They use their bodies as well.  And while Millennials may claim their tattoos, piercings, splittings, tongue rings, ear gauges, blue hair, and braided arm-pit hair is them expressing themselves, in reality it is something much simpler than that.  It’s mutilating your body as a substitute for genuine accomplishment.  It’s defiling your body so you can confer upon yourself uniqueness or false value.  And just like the person who is driving the bumper sticker-laden car likely has little-to-no value, so too are people who mar their bodies.

This isn’t to say that a discreet tattoo here or a meaningful tattoo there means you’re a worthless person.  Nor is it to say that piercing your belly button or your tongue means you’re not a productive citizen engineer.  And it’s certainly possible to be a contributing member of society while having a ton of tattoos (just ask any military member).  But when your body becomes a walking advertisement for a tattoo and piercing parlor, when people cannot help but look at you because you’re a freak show, and you have no profession by which you contribute to society, your body is no longer a personal matter.  It’s a public and blatant ploy to garner value and attention from the rest of the world.  It is the immediate purchase and application of a visual trait you are hoping to use as a substitute for genuine accomplishment.  And like anybody else who uses traits as a substitute for real value, there are costs, consequences, hypocrisies, and contradictions that come with mutilating your body just the same.

The perfect example of this is how Millennials contradict themselves when they get a tattoo.  The main reason Millennials get tattoos is to show how unique or individualistic they are.  “Why this is a Chinese proverb and this is a unicorn.  This is a heart with a bird in it and I got a sleeve of a psychedelic hippopotamus.”  But whether it’s a unicorn, a proverb or a psychedelic hippopotamus, it’s still a tattoo.  40% of Millennials have tattoos.  It’s not unique!  It’s not special!  And it’s certainly not individualistic!  If anything it’s perfectly conformist and makes the damning declaration to the world that you are boring, you are basic, you are common, and you are not unique.  But dare point that out to a tattoo-laden Millennial and be prepared to receive an incredible amount of rage because you’re taking the only thing of value away from them – their trait of a tattoo.

Closely related is people’s emotional response to any criticism they receive about their body mutilation.  For people who claim to be so intellectually independent, mentally strong, and anchored in their individuality, they sure are easily offended when anybody questions them about getting their ears gauged, their nose bull-ringed, or their hair dyed pink.  Even if it’s in their best interests to have a normal hair color, take out the nose ring, or perhaps take the Frisbees out of their ears for employment’s sake, instead of being secure within themselves and saying “Thank you for your concern, but I’m totally cool with what I’ve done,” they go apoplectic.  Even at times to the point they’ll become physically violent.  And it’s not because you’ve somehow maliciously tried to insult them, but because you’ve threatened to take away their individuality.  You’ve threatened to take away their identity, leaving them with nothing else in life.  But what you have also done is something more fundamental and visceral.  You’ve reminded them that they haven’t done anything in life.  You’re reminding them that to be of any worth to society they have to do something that benefits others, not merely modify their body.  And this is why the blue-haired-environmentalist-ear-gauged-activist will go absolutely apeshit if you suggest she learn to code, just as the 67 year old burnt-out hippie with a 1989 sticker-laden Ford Fiesta will do the same.  You’re merely (though unconsciously) calling BS on their façade, collapsing their entire world of false value around them.

Then there is the sad simple cry for attention.  In the past one would garner attention by being excellent or performing accomplishments.  This person is a good engineer.  This person is a good dancer.  This woman is a physically beautiful woman.  This man is a strong and fit man.  But that kind of attention is only good because it begets investment from other people, not mere attention.  An employer wants to invest in a talented software engineer because of what he/she can bring to the company.  A person wants to invest in a physically beautiful person through marriage or a relationship because they are physically attracted to that person.  Or something as simple as an art collector likes an artist’s work so they invest in a painting.  But mutilating your body just to get attention for attention’s sake is not an investment.  It does not result in value.  It’s a freakshow.  It’s shock value.  It’s merely getting the public’s eye to gravitate towards something because it’s visually statistically rare, not because it offers anything of value.  Still, many people mistake all attention as an investment.  And they think just because they’re getting attention, it means they have value.  Once again, why the pony-tailed Boomer Professor in the sticker-laden 1989 Ford Fiesta is by all measures a loser, yet still believes he has value because people cannot help but stare at the visual eyesore that is his car.

Then there are the more practical concerns and costs to marring your body.  Namely how society will perceive and interact with you.  Here body-modified Millennials will scream bloody murder as society commits the worst of all possible sins against their precious Millennial political religion - “prejudging” and “discriminating” against people for what they look like.  And while on a philosophical and ethical level the Millennials are right - you should not judge anybody by their physical appearance - they are once again delusional thinking they are going to get the 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 pound Earth and its 7 billion inhabitants to bend to their will and not the other way around.  “Unfair” as it may be, you will impair your career if you put one of those ridiculous gauges in your ears.  People will judge you (and not in a positive way) if you pierce your tongue.  You will ostracize yourself from society by becoming an aposematism.  Panties will not drop for your manbun.  And men most definitely will go running and screaming from women with an excessive amount of tattoos, piercings, rings, etc.  All that and you’ll have the added benefit of looking incredibly stupid on top of it.  And it doesn’t matter how “unfair” or “unjust” or “judgmental” that is, because that’s how people are, not how they should be. 

Do You Want to Mutilate Your Body?

The question facing post-Millennial generations is a very simple one. Do you want to cripple your career and social life by becoming an aposematism?  Do you want to mutilate your body for non-investment grade attention?  Do you want to purchase traits and modifications to your body as a substitute for genuine and actual accomplishments?  Or do you want to derive your value through your accomplishments and achievements in life, accomplishments and achievements quality people are going to invest in?  There is certainly nothing wrong with a tattoo to commemorate the passing of your father.  And there is absolutely nothing wrong dying your hair crazy colors in your once-in-a-lifetime youth.  But there are costs and consequences to marring your body all as a not-so-clever way to dodge the labor and effort that is required to create actual value.

So post-Millennials need to do themselves a favor.  If you want to have value, yet also be unique in life, be a true rebel.  Be a true rarity in life.  Do the opposite of what the Millennials did.  Don’t get tattoos, don’t dye your hair green, don’t put Frisbees in your ears, and don’t whine for bailouts.  Really fight the system, “maaaan.”  Stay thin, get a job in STEM, pay back your student loans, have a nuclear family, and maybe even go to church.  That truly is the rebellious path today.


CHAPTER 28 – HAVE PRIDE IN YOUR PUBLIC APPEARANCE

Allow me to explain the concept of a “negative externality.”

A negative externality is a concept in economics where the total costs of a product are not fully borne by the producer of that product.  The classical example is an architecturally ugly building.  There are the total productive costs of making that building – steel, bricks, sheet rock, wiring, labor, etc. – but there are other costs associated with that ugly building, namely it’s an eyesore to the public.  It lessens the beauty of the landscape for the people who live around it and therefore forces an intangible cost upon society.    Naive economists have futilely tried to estimate these amorphous costs and derive some kind of economic solutions to them.  But the point remains that a product, an asset, an entity, even a service often times forces unforeseen external costs upon society.

There are other examples of negative externalities where the full costs of an item are not fully paid for by the producer.  Cars cause pollution.  Booze and tobacco cause disease.  And weddings cause divorce.  But while economists focus on tangible economic things and their incidental costs to society, there is something that influences society to a much greater extent and also forces incredible negative externalities upon society.  And that is society itself.  Namely, people.

People foist all manners of external costs upon society.  Crime, torment, abuse, war, torture, brainwashing, The Beatles.  But whereas those things have always been an unfortunate part of humanity and human nature, there is one negative externality that didn’t exist a mere 60 years ago – a physically ugly population.  And whereas crime and war will always be with us, being ugly is a choice and thus a negative externality we can eradicate just like we did Polio or measles. 

The economic origins of our obesity and generally slovenly public appearance can be traced to technological advances in agriculture.  Until very recently in the grand scheme of human history, food was scarce and starvation was the number one problem facing humankind.  The vast majority of our energies were spent foraging for food.  Poverty and starvation were the rule, not the exception.  People alive today still remember actually going hungry be it The Great Depression or even the much more recent Volcker Recession.  And some families still have a genetically instinctual holdover from those leaner times of “clean your plate” and “don’t waste food.” 

But there’s something very interesting about those bad economic times and times of “tightening your belts.”  The people weren’t ugly.  The people were not physically revolting.  Even during the depths of the Great Depression, people managed to comport themselves in a civilized and respectable manner.  So much so when they went out in public, even on the verge of starvation, they did society the courtesy of presenting themselves at their best.

[image: ]

(This is a public domain picture of a soup line during The Great Depression. You will notice all men in line are wearing suits, ties, and hats).

Admittedly, bad economic times made it easier for the population to avoid obesity.  And the food supply back then was not chock full of corn syrup, artificial preservatives, and other fattening chemicals.  But when you compare the picture above to how people dress in public today, it’s absolutely shameful.  Your average Wal-Mart shopper is not only obese and riding a rascal, but is wearing a sweated-thru moo-moo that has not been changed in a week.  Excited college students hoping there will be a cute girl or boy seated next to them on the first day of class are usually greeted instead by some slob wearing sweat pants, tennis shoes, perhaps even their pajamas.  Even attending church has become a slovenly disgrace.  Sandals, no socks, a plaid flannel.  And that’s usually the pastor.

The problem with humans being physically revolting is it lessens the most important thing in life – other people.  A physically ugly building is something you can ignore, even still gain practical use out of as a commercial building or rental property.  The eye-raping slop that passes for modern art can be avoided by simply never attending any modern art museum.  But when your wife gets fat or your husband lets himself go, or the entire population around you looks like a bunch of bums, that is what we interact with.  That is what we live for.  That is what we fall in love with.  And that is what we derive all purpose, value, and meaning in life from.  A physically ugly population taxes, if not, outright destroys the soul because why get up in the morning?  What’s there to live for?  If your team, your race, the human race is simply not going to at least put the effort into making themselves attractive or at least presentable, you might as well go binge on some porn, binge on the Hallmark movie channel, and play a life of video games because there’s at least the veneer of beauty there.  Alas, it’s no surprise so many people prefer to retreat into a pretty digital life as opposed to living in the obese and ugly real one.

You’re Only Young Once

Once again post-Millennial generations have a choice. Do they want to be a society of beauty, class, and pride? Or do they want to continue the American tradition of looking like utter shit?  Do they want to continue the tradition of obesity, wearing sweats to church, optionally using deodorant at school, and claiming “big is beautiful?”  Or do they want to put some time in at the gym, be sought after by the opposite sex, and satisfy their spouse? 

There is, of course, the obvious and ideal answer – yes.  Who “deep down inside” doesn’t want to be attractive versus ugly?  But there are other compelling and less vain reasons why a generation should be concerned with their public appearance.

Like many things, previous generations have made the hurdle so low it does not take that much effort to become “excellent” in today’s society.  College degree choice. Work ethic.  Hitting the gym.  Spending time with your kids.  Merely putting forth a modicum of effort in any endeavor puts you in the top 25% of today’s low-standard society.  But when it comes to your public appearance you don’t even have to hit the gym.  You just need to have some decorum.  Some etiquette.  You just have to dress slightly better than the rest. 

A perfect example was this beautiful woman I saw at the grocery store.  She was about 60, she wasn’t “hot,” and she didn’t have Condi Rice boots on.  But she did have on a simple blue dress.  Had her hair done up.  And she did her husband and society the great courtesy of remaining svelte.  I stopped in my tracks not because I was physically attracted to her, but because she was simply beautiful and feminine.  And even though she was 60, her beauty still stood out and no doubt caused a score of people to smile that day.  You don’t have to look like Sophia Loren or don the fashion of Cary Grant, but simply making yourself presentable to the public makes you a positive externality to society.  It makes you a micro-national treasure.

There’s also the issue of societal pride.  Deep down inside nobody believes big is beautiful, soy is sexy, or mutilated bodies are desirable.  What’s happening instead is people are succumbing to their laziness and trying to redefine what is attractive or sexy so they don’t have to hit the gym or put on a sharp outfit.  It’s redefining beauty to the lowest common denominator so everybody can be beautiful with no effort, sacrifice, or toil.  But the axiom “when everyone’s super, then no one will be” is the result.  So not only is nobody attractive, handsome, or beautiful, they’re all quasi-consciously lying about it.  Nobody really has pride in their self-declared beauty when they weigh 300 pounds. Nobody really has pride in their self-proclaimed handsomeness with their pants drooping around their knees.  And the reason why is because there’s nothing to have pride in.  So why go through all those taxing and calorie-draining mental acrobatics for a lie even you don’t believe?  Put those mental energies instead into actually being physically attractive, donning a blue dress, or ironing your pants, and earn the pride that comes with authentically being a good-looking generation.

And finally, you can only be good looking once in your life and that is during your youth.  Men will get old, women will get wrinkly, and no matter how much you hit the gym then, the opportunity to be good looking will be gone.  And though physique is not the only thing that matters in life, it’s better to have that feather under your cap at least once in your life than not at all.  Sean Connery is still alive today and looks how a very old man should – old.  But he at least put the time and effort into the gym and presented himself as a handsome charming man during his youth, which is now forever part of his reputation.  Nobody stays good-looking forever.  But the fact you did at one time carries throughout your life and becomes an enshrined part of your legacy which never ends.

So once again, do yourself a favor.  Choose to be good-looking.  Hit the gym. Diet right.  Invest the energy and time to make yourself an attractive person.  You will you get more opportunities in life.  You will be physically and mentally healthier in life.  It is the ultimate sign of love to a spouse or significant other.  And there is an earned pride that comes with being a classy generation.  But above all else, you won’t be some god-forsaken eyesore that society has to suffer as a negative externality.


MEN UNFORTUNATELY EXIST


CHAPTER 29 – SPERM DONORS AND TAXPAYERS: THE NEW ROLE OF MEN

The New Role of Men

Men currently have the choice of two roles in society.  They can choose the traditional role created through the trial and error of 100 billion humans over the past 2 million years.  Or they can choose the new role that Boomer Social Scientists concocted over the past 50.  And while the dumpster fire that is the Millennial generation is painful proof human nature knows better than social scientists, there are incredible incentives to promote, if not, force this “new role” upon men and society.

Financially nearly every major institution in the country only stands to benefit from abandoning traditional gender roles.  With women attending school in droves the education industry makes an additional $300 billion a year they wouldn’t have otherwise.  Sadly, 80% of this money is wasted as the educations they receive are worthless, but all those proceeds enrich those same social science academics who advocated these new roles.  The government also benefits as it stands to, in theory, double its tax revenue with a doubling of the labor force.  But this also increases the citizens’ reliance upon the government to take care of their children, as everybody is out working and paying taxes, not raising their children.  And corporations get a twofer from abandoning traditional gender roles. They get twice the consumer spending and a doubling of the labor force which lowers their labor costs, drastically increasing overall profits.  Not millions.  Not billions.  But tens of trillions of dollars can be made by abandoning traditional sex roles.

Abandoning traditional sex roles is also very popular politically.  Not only because it plays well to the Millennial political religion, but pitting one group of citizens against another has worked wonders for the various socialist political parties across the world.  In this particular case, convincing women their traditional roles derived through the eons of human existence were sexist, oppressive, and misogynist, earned various socialist parties the majority lifelong vote of the female electorate as these parties were viewed as liberators.  It also earned them the financial support of women as these political parties in turn promised to pay for a whole host of things.  Things that were traditionally paid for by men, thus freeing women from being reliant upon men…though making them completely dependent upon the state.  Regardless, advocating for the elimination of traditional gender roles has guaranteed easy and work-avoidant careers for millions of career politicians.

Finally, there are the egos and arrogance of professors, academics, and other social scientists who put their bogus fields and pseudo-intellectualism ahead of what’s in the best long-term interests of society.  Very much incentivized like politicians, they too do not want to work a real job, but their egos cannot simply abide a career in vote-getting. They have to imagine themselves social engineers, somehow leading and molding society into some untested utopia created in their social science labs.  And even though their Frankenstein monster of the Millennial generation is suffering and writhing in pain right in front of them, proving they have no idea what they’re talking about, they don’t care as their bloated egos come ahead of all else in life.  Therefore, though not in a position of power, these academics and social scientists are in positions of influence and thusly have to infect society with their incredibly damaging social theories.  Theories that include eliminating traditional gender roles.

And so, whether you wanted it or not, this new role for men (and women) is forced upon society.  Traditional gender roles have been abandoned, if not vilified.  And whereas men were once the father, the husband, the protector, and provider of the family, they are now merely the taxpayer and sperm donor.  And though that may sound cynical and jaded, perhaps a bit extreme, one just has to look at society to see it is in fact not only true, but already partially in effect.

Hillary Clinton – a democratically elected senator and presidential candidate – wrote a book called “It Takes a Village” advocating a more communal and state-involved approach to raising a family.  This is in the backdrop of every professor, politician, media outlet, and teacher over the past 50 years reminding men constantly women don’t need them.  Nearly every bit of advice young women are given today is to be independent, putting their career first, and not to rely on men.  Women also reliably vote to increase the size of the state to provide for them at the expense of men’s agency and purpose.  The 1950’s nuclear family is actively reviled and vilified, even deemed sexist and oppressive by many today.  And if there’s proof men are really just sperm donors and taxpayers, the family itself is largely a thing of the past with half the marriages ending in divorce, 40% of children being born out of wedlock, and 50% of kids being raised in a broken home.  Distasteful as it may sound, it is official government, educational, and social policy to eliminate the traditional role of men, replacing them with government policies and checks instead.

So What’s a Traditional Man To Do?

This puts men in an existential crisis and quandary.  Because while men can technically choose to have a traditional life, that presupposes the existence and agreement of a traditional woman.  But when you consider just how much time, money, and effort has gone into programming women into abandoning their traditional gender roles, even going so far as to vilify them, a man can choose all he wants to be Ward Cleaver, there just isn’t the corresponding numbers of June’s.  And so men have several options, none all too good or promising, when it comes to either pursuing a traditional life or the closest approximation to it.

The cold-hearted empiricist’s choice is to play actuary and more or less give up.  You look at the data, you crunch the numbers, and though you may aspire to be a traditional man, with a traditional wife, under a traditional household, you conclude there just aren’t enough traditional women to go around.  Sure, you can always hold out for a traditional woman, always entertaining a first date or two.  But you abandon any serious life goal of having a traditional nuclear family.  And so you “go ghost,” pursuing the path of a confirmed bachelor - fishing, reading, hiking, etc. - as that is a more guaranteed rate of return on your time and investment.

The problem with this path is it requires that Herculean level of stoicism and mental resolve to ignore your biological programming.  And so no matter how clear the message is that your role as a traditional man is no longer needed in society, you still on a genetic level want to have a woman around and in a somewhat traditional manner.  These conflicting messages prompt men into a state of inaction, where a plurality (possibly majority) of men go into a sort of quasi-hibernation.  They go on reserve, playing their video games, living at home, doing the least amount possible, only to mobilize if and when they’re absolutely needed.  Unfortunately, while this may be an unconscious, instinctual, even survivalist reaction to not being needed, it really becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy as staying home and playing video games eliminates all chances of finding a quality woman, traditional or not.  Still, with no clear message given to men as what their role should be in today’s society (beyond taxpayer and sperm donor) you can expect many, if not most men, to remain in this wishy-washy, non-committed state. 

The third choice is what is going to inevitably happen to the majority of men and is what has happened to most men before them.  They will inevitably capitulate.  The male sex drive is the strongest force in the universe.  And in addition to that, what do men philosophically have in life outside of and beyond women?  Anyone with common sense can look at the anatomy of both and realize we were made for each other.  And so in a sense of “You don’t go to war with the army you’d like. You go to war with the army you got,” men have no choice but to choose from the generation of women they were born into, regardless of what role society wants them to play.

Sadly, this more often than not results in having the responsibilities of both and the benefits of none, as marriage is actually an obsolete institution for today’s new gender roles.  Politics aside, women literally don’t need men.  They can work on their own and, even if the worst were to happen and a man leaves them, they have an ample welfare state to live off of.  Additionally, women really are propagandized to not need men.  School, college, media, etc., have really prompted women to pursue their career first and marriage second.  And when you consider that in order to have true love you need to put the other person ahead of you, the vast majority of marriages are not based on love, but rather a combination of economics, politics, a check list, and a willing-to-settle desperation.  And though we’d all like to talk puppies and flowers and say that that’s not true and that doesn’t happen, need we be reminded again of actions versus the words of previous and current generations of parents?  Do we have to revisit divorce rates, separation rates, the percent of men or women who get fat on their spouse, single-parenthood, deadbeat dads, and the booming egg-freezing industry?  Do we have to revisit how nearly every American family spends more money on things than time they do their spouse or children?  And need we point out the 50% failure rate of marriages, where 90% of the “successful ones” are still miserable?  We all like to celebrate that rare news story of the local couple who are celebrating their 75th wedding anniversary.  But less than 1% of us are willing to put forth the effort and sacrifice for it.  This has rendered what the majority of marriages are today in a new gender role world – loveless business partnerships that will likely dissolve in divorce.  Not loving nuclear families that stand the test of time.

“A Small Thermal Exhaust Port, Right Below the Main Port”

There is, however, a solution for traditional men who do not want to merely be a “sperm donor and taxpayer.”  And that is training your women.

At first this may sound insulting and degrading to women, suggesting they are automatons incapable of their own independent thought.  But just what the hell have the public schools, media, universities, parents, and society itself done to young women today in their expectations of men and marriage?  And not just what have they done, but how much have they invested in both time and money to convince women (and men) to abandon their traditional “sexist” gender roles?  When you consider the trillions of dollars and decades of time invested by schools, media, government, advertisers, corporations, etc., fair is fair.  Every man has every right to at minimum make his case to an individual woman he’s interested in about the benefits of a traditional marriage and traditional gender roles.  And if you still don’t think that’s right, just ask how many hours, dollars, and time went into convincing women of the opposite?  That it’s perfectly alright to be a loving wife, who puts her family ahead of herself and her career?  That it’s OK to love a man, mayhaps even put him at the center of your life?  When you see just how lopsided it is, traditional men have every right to declare war and counter-propagandize women about the merits of traditionalism.

And the good news is this might be easier than you think.

Because for the trillions of dollars and decades of time society has spent convincing women to abandon traditional gender roles.  And for all the indoctrination women have received from “The Vagina Industrial Complex” etc., that they don’t need no man, fish-bicycle, wage-gap, etc., every man today has one huge ace up his sleeve.

Two million years of human evolution.

And no matter how many Conde Nast articles women read, that 2 million years of biological programming is screaming at women to be traditional.  Their genetics are screaming at them to have kids, raise kids, and love a man.  And the government can print off trillions of dollars to fund whatever brainwashing, propagandist, marketing campaign to destroy traditional gender roles it wants, it will never overcome genetics.  Because deep down inside and five glasses into a bottle of merlot, most women want a man, want kids, want a family, and want to be a wife.

There’s just one minor problem. 

To get any of that biological programming to work in your favor you need to first meet what women biologically want.  Which…if we haven’t gone over before…is a man who is:

physically fit

makes enough money to support a family

does not live at home

is mentally strong

is masculine

and is tall.

And here you can obviously see why Millennial women might want to choose a career over a man.  Because what percent of men meet these standards?  But as discussed before, the bar is set so low that if you work at becoming a physically fit man, who has a profession, makes decent money, and dare you watch a Cary Grant flick or two to learn how to be funny and charming, you can become a man quality women will want.  And not only want, but will immediately shuck whatever feminist, anti-male, careerist, shrew brainwashing they’ve received.  No matter how much of a committed “new, strong, independent woman,” if the right guy comes along, they will throw it all away and become a Stepford housewife making cookies and raising the kids.  You just have to offer something better than what feminists, corporations, governments, and colleges are promising.

The author Rollo Tomassi perhaps said it best:

“Women make rules for betas and break rules for alphas.” 

You just need to do the work to become what women really want and they will break all the rules society has forced on them.  And if you do that, you will no longer be relegated to being a “sperm donor and taxpayer.”


CHAPTER 30 – FATHERS ARE NOT OPTIONAL

Though the tone of this book is cavalier and nonchalant when it comes to individuals’ choices in life, that is because of its libertine approach to the individual having the moral right to choose.  If somebody wants to believe they’re a balbasaursexual and go by a made up pronoun, who is anybody to judge?  If you want to put your career at the center of your life, you have every libertarian right to do so.  And if you want to abandon traditional gender roles, living life according to the brand new spiffy ones created 50 years ago, by all means.  The libertarian concept of the individual is the most important concept to freedom and should be honored in all instances.

But if you bring a kid into this world and that kid by necessity depends on his parents, you are no longer making decisions solely for yourself.  Additionally, you are no longer the sole individual who either reaps the benefits of good decisions or suffers the consequences of bad ones.  Your child unfairly suffers along with you.  And so while we can progressively pontificate about new gender roles in society and how co-parenting and co-leading is the way of the future and that it does indeed “take a village,” the second your kid is born you are a fucking idiot to believe in “new gender roles.”

To think fraudsters like Boomer social scientists with their pampered upbringings and their work-avoidant professions were somehow going to replace traditional gender roles, let alone improve upon the original ones, is a joke.  You’re not going to undo 2 million years of human evolution no matter how many government financed professorships you have and no matter how much you program society to beg for it otherwise.  Traditional gender roles are not only superior to the fabricated bullshit new ones, they are the only option men and women have because they are reality.  There is no other choice.  And just as The Reality Principle dares you to walk off a cliff, by all means go ahead and try these “new and improved” gender roles when it comes to raising your kids.  You’ve already seen the sociological disaster they have caused in the Millennials.  And most generations today remember the Boomer Divorce Olympics and the Latch Key Kid Competitions “new gender roles” caused in the 70’s and 80’s.  So go right ahead.  Make the same mistake your divorced parents made.  Raise kids in a dysfunctional broken home, never have them visit you when you’re older, and wonder why your life ended up the same.

But if you’re smart and moral, and you want to have kids, and you want to avoid the mistakes of parents past, it behooves future parents to at least anchor some of their parenting in traditional gender roles.  And it’s not that hard to do.  Because while we can fret over the parenting minutiae of feeding your kids an all-organic diet or socializing them at pre-k or debating whether they should go on Ritalin or not, there is a much simpler solution to avoiding the parenting mistakes of the past.  You simply bring back fathers.

Eliminate Fathers at Your Children’s Own Peril

Popular as it is in today’s current zeitgeist to rag on men, none of that changes biological reality.  You can make it law to discriminate against men when it comes to hiring, scholarships, investment, and government contracts.  You can propagandize half the population to think they’re oppressed or discriminated against by men for political gain.  You can come up with concepts like “privilege” and “patriarchy” to excuse your choice of poor majors and poor decisions.  You can even howl at the moon claiming men’s indisputable nature itself is “toxic” and them not liking fat chicks is “shallow.”  None of that will change that men and masculinity are not only an irrefutable part of nature, but they are also necessary for the long term survival of society.  And consequently, fathers are simply not optional when it comes to raising kids.

Because look at what happens to kids without fathers.

If there is a disease or a disorder that causes the plurality of all pain in society it is not cancer or heart disease.  It’s not STD’s or depression.  It’s the absence of fathers.  Because if you look at everything that is sociologically “bad” in society, invariably you will find fatherlessness as the cause.  And we needn’t to go into an exhaustive study like chapter 3 to prove it.

	Child abuse is 10 times more likely under a broken home than a nuclear one. 
	48% of children under single mom households live in poverty, 4 times the national average. 
	90% of homeless and runaway children have no father. 
	Children from fatherless homes do worse in school. 
	71% of drop outs come from fatherless homes. 
	85% of children with behavioral disorders hail from fatherless homes. 
	70% of prison inmates have no dad. 
	Chemical, alcohol, and other drug abuse among adolescents, 71% no dad. 
	Teenage pregnancy is cut in half if the daughter has a father around. 
	And if you can actually bother yourself to authentically “care about the children,” 63% of child suicides are committed by fatherless children. 


Kids need their dads.

Unfortunately, no matter how obvious it is that children need their dads, this goes against everything everyone was promised and what they wanted in the real world.  Remember, painful as this may sound, the majority of parents, married or not, don’t love their kids more than they love themselves.  And it shows in their actions, not their words (divorce rates, doping their kids up with drugs, outsourcing them to daycare, parental absenteeism, etc.).  So on the face of it people will of course claim they are for fathers.  They will of course claim they’re “for the children.”  But when it comes time for parents to commit to the family and hammer out their differences for the sake of the children, society’s actions speak louder than their words. 

But where fathers in particular are scapegoated is when you consider the biased slant today’s modern political zeitgeist has towards women.  Women are not only promised they can “have it all,” but they are entitled to it as well.  And this means they are entitled to the triumvirate of having a husband, children, and career.  But if the father of their children becomes too cumbersome or too much of a headache to deal with, that’s OK, because society does everything in its power to remove the shame of raising a kid without a father.  Thus, no matter how vital a father is to his children, any time a father becomes too much of a chore, the mother can kick him to the curb any time, or maybe never marry him in the first place. Heck, some women bypass the whole ordeal by choosing the turkey baster route, purposely raising their children without a father.  And though such an accusation may sound distasteful and painful, it is true as it is so evident in society.

Divorce is initiated by women 70% of the time.  Mothers receive primary custody roughly 75% of the time.  41% of mothers decide to carry a child to term without marrying the father.  And while illegitimate teenage births are in rapid decline, births to unmarried women 30+ are on the rise as more and more menopause-threatened women decide to go the turkey baster route because they couldn’t find a man.
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And if there’s proof western civilization gives this behavior their blessing, it’s that nearly every father is considered a “deadbeat dad” or the clichéd “sperm donor,” while single moms are celebrated as “brave” and “courageous” heroes.  The Canaanites themselves couldn’t sacrifice enough children to Moloch to hold a candle to the single mom worship that occurs in the 1st world today.  

When you combine society’s clear bias against fathers with the fact most parents fail to keep a nuclear family together anyway, all this talk about needing fathers is precisely that.  Talk.  The majority of parents, married or not, drop their kids off at daycare, dope them up with Ritalin, weaponize their children to either extract revenge or finances out of an ex, and don’t even do their child the simple courtesy of picking a quality mother/father before breeding.  Some go so far as to even bring their children into a life of fatherless hell all so they can collect a government check or not be lonely.  But be you a mother or a father, it doesn’t matter.  Overall very few parents genuinely care about their children.  And so society gives no consideration period as to what’s in the best interests of children, and that especially includes denying the vital role fathers play in their children’s lives.

The Four Types of Fathers

The question for future generations of fathers is do you want to be this type of dad?  Do you want to be responsible for bringing innocent children into this world of hell?  Or do you have the strength and morality to not only ensure you choose the right woman to have a child with, but that you will put your child first in life and do what is in the best interests of that child? Alas every man has four choices as to which type of dad they’d like to become, only one of which is being a real father.  And given we’re talking about the lives of innocent children it’s important all future fathers be completely honest with themselves as to which type they’re willing to become, not the one they’ll proclaim to society they’ll be.

Deadbeat Dads

The truth about deadbeat dads is there’s no point in trying to shame them.  The “baby mamas” dumb enough to breed with them really overestimate their intelligence, morality, or even common sense.  Because while single moms can argue all they want that their “baby daddies” should step up and own up to their responsibilities, the reason these guys came inside you without a condom is because they’re too stupid to do the math on a 18 second orgasm costing them 18 years of child support.  People that dumb aren’t capable of feeling guilty for bringing an innocent child into a world of hell, so they sure as hell aren’t going to give a damn about their baby mamas nagging them about “where’s the check?”  Just save your breath.

But if you are this dumb of a man and you’re one of those idiots on the news who has 12 kids from 6 different women, about the only argument that *might* get through your thick skull is that for $1,000 you can get a vasectomy and never have to worry about having another baby or paying another child support check ever again.  You can have sex all you want, but you will never have to worry about a nagging woman hunting you down for money, ever.  Forget any higher-level arguments about moralities, ethics, and responsibilities of being a father.  You’re too stupid for that.  Just get a vasectomy and you’ll never have to deal with a “baby mama” ever again.

Divorced Dads

Harsh as we are on women, this is only because a disproportionate amount of today’s propaganda targets women, requiring a disproportionate amount of constructive criticism be dedicated towards them. However, this does not mean men are off the hook when it comes to forming a family.  Men have just as much responsibility to their current and theoretical would-be children.  Men have to choose the right mother to have their children with.  Men have to work hard, earning a trade or a profession they can support a family with.  Men also have to build the finances by which they can afford to support a family as well.

But the majority of men fail miserably in nearly all regards.

Right off the bat with 41% of births occurring outside marriage, 41% of you are not using a condom when you should.  Throw in the divorce rate of 50% and now the majority of men are empirically choosing the wrong women.  Most Millennial men have nowhere near the finances needed to support a family, let alone themselves.  And with most Millennial men slaving away at three jobs in the gig economy, they simply don’t have the time necessary to be both a supporting husband and father.  But whether it’s “the lord will provide” or an unconscious instinct that “well we just have families because that’s what humans do,” men are still starting families anyway. And consequently, they set themselves up for failure when it comes to being a family man.

In having a child before you are ready you immediately cause stress within the family before it’s even formed.  You put incredible financial pressure on the family not only in that there are more mouths to feed, but birthing children costs money and takes the wife out of the labor force.  Unless you were smart enough to become an engineer and *cough cough* traditionally support the family on one income, you likely have to work multiple gigs to make ends meet, as does your wife.  And this only stresses your family further as you’re never around to provide moral support to your wife or children.  You go on the state-sponsored health insurance plan, get a loan from your parents, or go on outright government assistance which does lessen you in the eyes of your wife.  And further lessening her view of you is that you can no longer workout and stay in shape as you’re running ragged working three jobs.  And since your wife also has to work to make ends meet, it’s only a matter of time until she meets Kevin in sales who has no children, has more money, and has more fun.  That and he plain does not give a fuck that your wife is married.

Soon the divorce papers are served and there you sit with your dopey Millennial face wondering “What?  What did I do wrong?  I was kind and sweet and nice!  I was an environmentalist and there for her emotionally!  I even voted democrat!”  But even though you didn’t intend to raise your children in a broken home, that’s precisely what ended up happening.  And the reason why is because you believed in lies such as “follow your heart and the money will follow,” the Millennial political religion, and that women wanted some sensitive 90’s man.  Not a real man.

Though no man sets out to get divorced, it is his lack of awareness and an underestimating of his obligations to his wife and children that lands him in divorce court.  It is also his inability to distinguish between political propaganda and biological reality.  So while the Boomer social scientists and Millennial political propagandists are all telling you women want “new gender roles,” this does not change the 2 million years of human evolution that women want…once again…a man who is

physically fit

makes enough money to support a family

does not live at home

is mentally strong

is masculine

and is tall.

To meet the bogus new gender roles merely requires lip service.  But to meet the real traditional ones requires sacrifice, work, and dedication to both your wife and children.  And if you’re not willing to put in the work to achieve those things, you are not willing to put in the work that is necessary to become a father.  Expect to be divorced with visitation rights every 4th Tuesday of every 3rd month.  And say hi to Kevin in sales for me.

Present-But-Absent Dads

This is the largest contingent of modern day fathers.  They have a wife, they have children, on paper they look like the perfect nuclear family, but the father truly is a sperm donor because he invests absolutely no time in his children.  He goes to work.  Comes home in the evening.  He might have dinner with the kids, but then sits in front of the TV or reads the paper for the rest of the night. He makes no investment in his children, spending no time with them, and when he dies his grand total investment in his children will be “sperm donor” and nothing more.  He truly might as well not exist.

The costs and consequences to children of “Present-But-Absent” fathers are incalculable.  No lessons about the future are imparted, no life skills are taught, morality and critical thinking are never instilled, and thus their children are left completely clueless and directionless in life.  They don’t know what they should do.  They don’t know what the purpose of life is.  And so they are dumped out into the real world to wander aimlessly like nearly all of the Millennials today.

But this lack of paternal investment also leaves their children hopelessly unprepared for the real world.  So much so that many Millennials today learned more from the internet than they did their dads.  Millions of Millennials didn’t have their fathers teach them how to change oil.  They had YouTube teach them.  Millions of Millennials didn’t have their fathers teach them about dating.  They had YouTube dating coaches teach them.  Millions of Millennials didn’t have their fathers teach them about personal finances or budgeting.  They watched Dave Ramsey or read Jacob Fisker for that.  Millennials didn’t even have their dads teach them ethics or morals or philosophy.  They stream Stefan Molyneux, Dennis Prager, or The Andy Griffith Show to teach them that.

But worse, these Present-But-Absent fathers fail to teach their kids street smarts, which makes them easy marks for the “The Lying Industrial Complex.”  Without fathers around to talk about the pros and cons of majoring in different subjects, their children take on tons of debt for worthless degrees.  Without fathers to warn their kids about the foolishness of buying a new car at 15% interest, their finances are further crippled the same.  Their sons go horribly unprepared into the dating world, offending more young women than wooing.  And their daughters are given no context or imperative about how to avail themselves of their youth and beauty while they still have it.  But perhaps what is most painful of all is the confusion these poor kids have when nothing makes any sense or goes their way in the real world because their fathers did absolutely nothing to either explain or prepare them for it.  It’s not until they’ve lived a decade of life as an adult are they able to painfully reverse engineer the lessons their father should have given them decades ago.  Lessons, more often than not, that are tragically learned too late.

There are certainly excuses as to why the majority of fathers today are so non-participatory.  It could be they are working themselves to the bone out of a misdirected love to support their family financially.  It could be their and their wife’s spending habits necessitate the father work so much otherwise they’d file for bankruptcy.  It could be the wife is so overbearing he dare not speak his mind or deliver the tough fatherly love that is needed in fear of getting divorced.  It could be something as tragic as he got spermjacked and really didn’t want to be a father anyway.  It could just be an epidemic of really shitty dads.  Whatever the real reason, none of it changes their actions.  None of it changes effective reality.  Most fathers today may be physically there, but they might as well not be.

Real Fathers

There is nothing more valuable than wisdom because it saves younger people the most precious and only commodity we have in life – time.  The book “Worthless” for example is simply wisdom that tries to spare young people the years of time and labor most of them will waste on a worthless degree.  Jacob Fisker has a book out called “Early Retirement Extreme” which is nothing more than a book of wisdom teaching people how to be a minimalist, retire early, and avail themselves of the most amount of time they have on this planet.  Even the old man at the barbershop who leans over to a younger man and says, “Look kid, do the scheduled maintenance on your car” imparts that bit of wisdom because it will save the young man time through lower overall maintenance and repair costs.  Wisdom is the most valuable thing one person can give to another in that they’re giving that other person additional time.

But wisdom is something else, especially as it pertains to fathers.  It is love.  It is caring.  It is investing.  Real fathers invest in their children by imparting wisdom so that they may live happier and easier lives.  And not just things like “do the scheduled maintenance on your car” or “don’t major in Theater,” but wisdom about the larger and more important goals in life that ultimately determine the quality of life a person lives.

Telling their sons how to find a quality wife.

Telling their daughters how to spot a quality man.

Explaining that a job is to make money so you can live and not the other way around.

Explaining why material things and fancy cars will not bring happiness.

Explaining why true love can only be attained by putting others ahead of yourself.

Conveying the incredible value of friends.

And above all else, not letting politics, intimidation, laziness, or fear of an uncomfortable conversation deter them from providing their children that critical wisdom.

These life lessons may not be sexy, even boring enough to evoke a painful “I know daaaaaaaad,” but in the long run it’s the most precious gift one can give.  Because while Daddy Warbucks is buying his kids a car or paying for their fraternity dues, a real father is teaching his kids value and reality.  And the key to happiness and a fulfilled life is not things, materialism, or prestige.  It’s knowing what is valuable in life, knowing what reality is, basing your decisions in that reality, and attaining the things that are truly valuable.  It’s being able to maintain a car, not merely having one.  It’s having a successful career, not merely having a Master’s degree.  It’s falling in love, not merely throwing a wedding.  This is why a dad who merely pays his daughter’s way through college without teaching her about why she should go to college is not a real dad.  But a father who insists she majors in Engineering or Accounting and takes the time to explain why is.  One is outsourcing his fatherhood to money because he is simply too lazy to parent, the other is investing time in his children because he desperately wants his children to be happy in life.

This fourth option of fatherhood is not the “ideal” way to be a father.  It is the only way to be a father. And if you’re not willing to invest that level of time, energy, and wisdom into your children, then do your children a favor and get a vasectomy.  You just aren’t qualified to be a real father.


CHAPTER 31 – MEN ARE NOT TOXIC

There is not much to say about “toxic masculinity” because it’s so absurd.  The idea that male nature is bad is akin to saying gravity is evil or sunlight is malicious.  Additionally, the idea that social scientists and experts know how to cure “toxic masculinity” is equally absurd.  You might as well claim you can cure dirt or repair the wind.  The idea is patently false and the idiots that came up with it should be disgraced for the hacks they are.  And it actually angers me that I have to waste my time writing a short chapter debunking such stupidity.

Still, idiotic and bigoted an idea like “toxic masculinity” is, if the Boomers have taught us anything it’s that humans are easily conditioned and programmed to believe the most absurd things.  You have people making up genders that didn’t exist 15 minutes ago.  A population that believes fathers can be replaced with government checks.  And 85% of our most intelligent people (that would be college students) spending $120,000 on worthless degrees.  So thinking something like male nature or even female nature is inherently bad or flawed is not that hard of a sell to a population of dupes.  And when you consider the vested political and financial interests various institutions have to play victim politics between men and women, “toxic masculinity” is a concept that is not going to go away anytime soon.  So you can not only expect the indoctrination that “man bad, woman good” and “man oppressor, woman victim” will continue, but a significant percent of the male population will fall for it, thinking there’s something inherently wrong with them.

“I Am Here to Chew Bubble Gum and Kick Ass”

Regardless, I am not going to waste our time arguing against “toxic masculinity.”  It doesn’t deserve it.  I’m going to do something much better that is going to put the concept of “toxic masculinity” in crystal clear context.   Because the question is not whether future generations are going to be so stupid as to fall for something as absurd as toxic masculinity.  That is a secondary question that will be asked later.  The much more important question is do you see how the idea of toxic masculinity exposes various institutions within society for the frauds and profiteers they are?  That the idea of an entire sex being inherently flawed is so galactically stupid that any company, institution, profession, or person that advocates it should lose all credibility and authority?

It reminds me of the cult movie “They Live” where Rowdy Roddy Piper discovers a pair of glasses that reveals the aliens walking among the humans.  And while the various industries, professions, and institutions within society think they’re being clever trying to hoodwink the American public into believing in “toxic masculinity,” what they are doing instead is providing society with those metaphorical glasses to see which people, professionals, institutions, and entities in the country are defunct, corrupt, obsolete, even evil.  They think they’re pulling one over on society when instead they’re giving us a litmus test to use in outing themselves.  You just need to have the critical thinking skills to realize accusing an entire sex of being bad is insane as well as it is evil.

This has huge ramifications for some serious industries.

The psychology profession is not only the originator of toxic masculinity, but it is the industry that thinks it has the answer to curing “maleness.”  This is nothing more than a naked grab for money where if you can convince half the population their inherent nature needs to be cured, you can get yourself 3.5 billion clients globally overnight.  But the precious irony and hypocrisy is that the psychology industry is presumably the profession of mental health.  The industry that aims to take insane people and make them sane.  When the idea of toxic masculinity is itself insane.  Thus, the patients are running the asylum when it comes to the psychology profession.  And in purporting something as ludicrous as toxic masculinity they have rendered their already dubious “profession” a laughable joke.

Predictably, another American institution couldn’t wait to jump on the toxic masculinity bandwagon like the lap dogs they are – academia.  Forever and reliably promoting victimhood politics and the victimhood racket, colleges and universities have every political and financial incentive to continue milking sexism and misogyny for all it’s worth.  The higher education industry has already lost all credibility among any genuine critical thinkers in society, and their anal raping of the Millennial generation was so destructive even the rank and file sheep of society are waking up to just what a scam most colleges are.  But academia’s whole-hearted acceptance and promotion of toxic masculinity is just one more nail on this discredited and disgraced institution’s coffin, and men’s exodus from college is evidence of this.

Even profiteers within the corporate sector couldn’t wait to capitalize on the idea of toxic masculinity.  The most prominent example being Proctor & Gamble with their cancerous Gillette razor ad.  What they hoped to achieve by calling their main customer base sexist, toxic, bigoted, and bad, nobody knows.  Introducing politics into your advertising is already a rude and risky marketing tactic. But lecturing and sermonizing your clients for being born male is something only insane or politically-driven evil people would do.  Nike was at least clever enough to claim they were down with the cause of the purchasers of their Colin Kapernick shoes.  Gillette telling men they were evil would be like Oprah telling women they should be ashamed for menstruating.  Still, such an irrational decision shows you some people within the corporate sector are insane.

Regardless of where toxic masculinity rears its ugly head, sane people should realize it for the leprosy it is and identify whatever institutions and individuals it touches.  If a company claims toxic masculinity exists, you know not to shop at that firm.  If a school warns its students about toxic masculinity during orientation, you know that school is compromised and is not capable of offering a quality education.  If an employer speaks of toxic masculinity as if it’s a real thing, you know not to work there because it’s an unmerocratic office of political hell.  And if your date talks about men being toxic (whether that person is male or female) run.  The belief in toxic masculinity serves as a warning for otherwise healthy, sane, and self-respecting people.  Heed those warnings.

Question #2

The secondary, though no less important, question facing future generations is are you going to believe in this BS?  That a sex born the way it is, is inherently flawed and needs to be repaired? And while to independent mature adults such a question seems absurd, remember, young people today are immediately steeped into such politics at a very young age, even starting in kindergarten.  With absentee parents not there to check and audit what their kids are “learning” in school, people are easily programmed to believe the dumbest things.  This isn’t to say that men are not capable of horrible and bad things.  Men have and will continue to commit many and atrocious crimes and evils.  And we as a society should stop it.  But that the male sex itself is “toxic” is such a stupefying idea that the least you can do for young boys and girls is use that idea as a lesson in identifying lies, propaganda, and an exercise in critical thinking.   

Thus, the lesson for future boys and girls, young men and women, is that no gender is toxic.  No race is toxic.  No trait is toxic.  No person is born with an original sin that society needs to eliminate or “cure.”  The political zeitgeist in western civilization is already heavily biased against males, we don’t need our little boys growing up thinking they’re bad on top of it.  And we certainly don’t need our little girls further propagandized to view males as the enemy even more than they are already.


IT’S OK TO BE A WOMAN

This section of the book will be released in a second “women’s only” edition of “How Not to Become a Millennial.”  It is not included in the original version as this upcoming segment will be solely for the benefit of female readers, though it is hoped that the original book was of universal value to all genders.
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ADVICE YOUR FATHER SHOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU


CHAPTER 32 – THE WORLD DOES NOT OWE YOU A LIVING…BECAUSE IT CAN’T

In the beginning days of my economics career the majority of my work was chock full of data, statistics, charts, and information.  The analysis was precise, the writing objective, and it answered many long-standing questions and debates about economics.  But there was just one problem.  No matter how empirical my data was, no matter how factual the charts would be, people would merely dismiss it if they wanted to.  I could have a chart proving that housing was overvalued by 40%, and my bosses would approve $10 million in real estate loans anyway.  I could have data proving the stock market was overvalued, and people would get angry that I suggested their 401k could go down.  And I could have terabytes of irrefutable evidence proving liberal arts degrees were worthless, and people would still insist on majoring in Journalism…while telling me I was just an angry, hate-filled person trying to destroy their dreams.  But even though I was right…and the housing market would crash…and the stock market would crash…and Journalism majors would be on the unemployment line, it slowly dawned on me that I could tell people that water is wet.  But if they didn’t want to believe it, they wouldn’t.  Because people choose what they want to believe.  Not what is in fact true. 

Since that time my work has taken a purely philosophical tone, abandoning empirical economics and truth because people just don’t care.  People have their opinions.  People have their beliefs.  And if you dare try to introduce a bit of reality into their fragile ideological-political world, you not only will fail to convince them, but they will call you “racist,” “sexist,” a “fascist,” a “nazi,” a “jerk” “ignorant,” and demand you be shot on top of it.  So why waste your breath, let alone hours of research, trying to convince people of reality when they will simply choose to ignore it?  But the switch to philosophy did inevitably pay some dividends where empirical economics couldn’t.  Because while I couldn’t convince people how the real world worked, I was able to figure out why people didn’t care.  And the reason why is one of the recurring reasons and themes within this book – people are lazy.

All women know men don’t like fat chicks. 

But they will do everything under the sun before consciously committing to lose weight.

Most teachers will bitch and moan about being underpaid.

But none will drop their cake career in education and return to college for Chemical Engineering.

Most men know women like muscles.

But they will be the nicest of guys, paying for dates, agreeing with women on everything, being the most doormatiest of doormats before ever hitting the gym.

And scores of authors will go to writing groups and writers’ meetups.

But only one will write a book.

As mentioned before, laziness is so strong it overrides what people deep in their hearts know to be true, even if it destroys them in the end.  And the question isn’t how do you get people to muster the intellectual strength to override this laziness and accept what is true.  It’s whether you’re smart enough to realize that is a stupid and futile endeavor in the first place.

Thus the paradox of this chapter.  So much has been invested in lying to the Millennials (and everybody else) that they are entitled to everything in life, that anything to the contrary is not merely dismissed, but vehemently, even violently so.  And while every sane individual on the planet knows deep down inside that they have to work for a living (and that majoring in easy subjects is merely work avoidance, and that nobody is physically attracted to obese people), if you pierce their precious little bubble you effectively destroy their entire value structure and force them to realize just what losers they really are.  And so while lying to people is easy and very profitable, trying to convince people of the truth is more often than not a waste of time and a dangerous one at that.

Therefore, this chapter is not going to waste time delving into empirical economic data, economic history, correlation coefficients, or painstaking Ayn-Randian-logical proofs that everybody will choose to ignore.  It also has no lofty aspirations of convincing even 5% of readers of harsh, economic reality.  It is merely going to use 1st grade level logic to debunk the idea that “the world owes you a living.” It’s going to use those same simple questions six year olds often ask their parents that debunk all religions.  And should anybody have the intellectual honesty or curiosity to maybe entertain these thoughts, this chapter is here for posterity and a lesson that can be referenced later…….likely when you’re 35, poor, $200,000 in debt, armed with a Master’s degree, still working at The Gap, dateless, living at home, freezing your eggs, jerking off to porn, and are so desperate, so miserable, you *might* possibly in theory be hypothetically able to entertain the idea to commission a study to investigate whether there’s a theoretical chance you could possibly be…

wrong.

“Why Do We Have to Memorize Hymns?”

In my youth I was forced to attend a prison called “Catholic school.”  In addition to reading, writing, and arithmetic we were forced to study “Bible History” and “Hymnology.”  The bible history most kids didn’t mind, but “Hymnology” was nothing but memorizing hymns.  It didn’t take long for our then six year old brains to realize that there were these things called “hymnals” and why did we have to memorize hymns if the words were conveniently compiled in the hymnals for us to read/sing?

I had the courage to ask my teacher this question and without missing a beat she said, “Well, there was this woman once.  And she got in a horrible accident and was blinded.  And the only hymns she could sing were those she memorized.  And that’s why we have you learn hymns.”

Stupid as a six year old boy is expected to be, I thought to myself, “Oh, that makes sense,” accepting the logic I better memorize hymns in anticipation of the .2% chance I’d lose my vision in a horrible accident.  That was until the 5th grade when singing a Huey Lewis and the News song I realized, “Wait a minute!  I memorized this song by just hearing it over and over again!  I never read the script to ‘The Power of Love!’  My teacher lied to me!”

This is the level of logic we’re going to be using to debunk the canard that the world owes you a living.  This is the simple, but critical thinking we will use to prove the Millennial political religion wrong.  Easy, logical truisms that will disprove socialism, parasitism, bail outs, and entitlements, and whatever other claptrap and poppycock your teachers and Bernie Sanders told you.  You have the choice to either accept it as true or continue lying to yourself at the risk of ruining your life.

Why We Can’t “Just Print Off More Money”

In Chapter 16 we discussed the unintended ramifications of flooding a market with well-intended money.  During the Obama Administration (and President Trump’s as well) the United States printed off trillions of dollars in an attempt to, among other things, help students afford college, help people afford housing, and otherwise ameliorate the horrible effects of The Great Recession.  Though a noble aim, the long term effects was that newly printed money inevitably found its way through the banking system and ended up inflating the prices of things banks lend money for – housing, cars, stocks, and education (though the federal government became the primary lender in the student loan market during the Obama Administration).  And this consequently priced younger Millennials and Gen Z’ers out of these respective markets so they could no longer afford housing, rent, tuition, health care, retirement, even transportation.

The larger point is not one about printing off money and the ensuing hyperinflation, but one more closely related to the laws of physics.  That for every action there is an opposite and equal reaction (Newton’s 3rd Law of Physics).  Or the “Conservation of Mass Law” that the total energy and mass within a system must remain the same.  In other words, everything you do will have a cost and consequence of equal measure and there is no “short-cutting” the system.  You cannot work magic.  And though these laws are borne of physics, when applied to economics it translates into something much simpler - “There’s no such thing as a free lunch.”  “There are no short cuts.”  “You can’t get something for nothing.”

This means there are no easy fixes in the world of economics and that includes “the world owes me a living” or “why can’t everything be free?”  Because if it were that simple to “just print off more money” or “tax the rich,” politicians would have immediately implemented such policies to bring about an immediate utopia a long time ago.  But the reason it’s been so hard to make socialism work, the reason we haven’t achieved this utopia, is because it just plain won’t work.  It’s just not possible.  It violates laws of economics that cannot be violated.  So stop banging your heads against the wall wasting your lives trying.  Live in the real world, make your decisions there, abide by these inviolable laws of economics simply because you have no other choice.

How Grocery Store Shelves Go Empty

Starvation, hunger, cold, and homelessness are good things.  And the reason they are good things is because they prompt people to work.  It forces people to provide labor and that labor in turn produces things society needs.  But despite most college graduates claiming they’re smart, they will immediately rush to point out that if we just make food, clothing, and  housing (and health care and transportation and education and…and…and) ***free*** then hunger, homelessness, poverty, and starvation would go away.

But it wouldn’t.  It would get worse.  

If everything is free, if everything is a right, then nobody has any incentive to work because why would they?  If I’m going to get fed, clothed, and sheltered for the rest of my life because the government says I’m entitled to it, I’m a fool for wasting my time working.  But the problem is even though the government may say you have a right to free food, clothing, and shelter, if nobody is working who precisely is going to produce and provide all these things you’re entitled to?  “The government” does not raise the crops.  “The government” does not build the roads.  “The government” does not build housing.  People do.  The government merely taxes people to go and pay other people to produce/build these things.  But if nobody is working because the government has promised “free everything” to everybody, the government could have all the money in the world, there will still be no farmers to buy crops from, construction companies to hire to build roads, or clothiers to make the clothes.  And if you want to see a perfect example of where you’re “entitled” to “free everything” because enough people thought the world owed them a living, just look at Venezuela and see how well it’s working out for them.

This is why grocery store shelves go empty in communist countries.  This is why when both Soviet Premiers Khrushchev and Yeltsin toured American grocery stores they were amazed at the volume, selection, variety, and price of food.  It is the people, not the government, that ALL ECONOMIC PRODUCTION COMES FROM.  And the second you promise to take care of people from womb to tomb, you kill any incentive they have to work and immediately eliminate all production in an economy.  Just ask Venezuelans…that is if you can interrupt them while they dine on their pets.

Why Become a Doctor?

Closely related to making everything “free,” is the huge economic disincentives there are to become highly skilled in a “world owes me a living” world.  If I get the same 10 ounces of meat or the same three bars of chocolate under a socialist system why should I waste my time and efforts to become a doctor or a software engineer or a metallurgist?   I’ll just become a teacher, babysit some kids nine months out of the year, and be just as rich as some dupe who spent 10 years in Soviet med school.

But in today’s relatively-free market economies, incomes are not that universally equal.  There is a lot of variation.  A surgeon makes $300 an hour.  A software engineer makes $150 an hour.  An oil rig mechanic can bring in $75 an hour.  And hustling entrepreneurs can bring in $500 an hour.  And they should.  They worked harder, studied more, toiled more and should be paid more.  And they do get paid more…that is until they pay taxes.

Because while we don’t have an outright communist system, we do have a socialist/socialist-lite system where income and wealth are taxed progressively.  So much so if you make too much money you are easily handing over 50% of your income for people who think “the world owes them a living.”  Additionally, we reward underperformance, even outright parasitism in giving people money through welfare programs such as TANF, EBT, WIC, outright welfare, etc., which is all paid for on the backs of the doctors, CPA’s, and programmers of the world.  And to add insult to injury we enviously hate our highly productive people, saying they are greedy, don’t pay their fair share, or are just the “evil 1%,” threatening to take away everything they worked for on a daily basis.

But hate on them all you want, the truth is they are absolutely vital to society.  They not only account for the vast majority of economic production and growth (and tax revenue), they also account for nearly all the innovation and creation in society that exponentially advances and increases our standards of living.  Therefore, society needs these people a lot more than they do you, no matter how harsh a pill that is to swallow.  And there’s nothing wrong with that.  That’s perfectly fine.  Very, very few of us have the intelligence or capacity to become a Bill Gates.  Very few of us can become a surgeon.  But if you’re going to get so jealous over these incredibly rare and productive people to the point you drive them away, you’ll destroy the true engine of economic growth in society.  And when that happens get used to bread lines, get used to medicine not being in stock, and ask Venezuelans how to cook and prepare Mittens or Rover. 

Capital Flight

If you hate on those “evil rich people” enough, what will end up happening is one of three things.  One, you will deter them from working as much as they would otherwise.  A surgeon could perform 12 open heart surgeries in a week, but if 60% of his income is going to be confiscated, maybe he only performs seven, letting five people potentially die.  Two, you deter investment.  An entrepreneur could be debating opening up a new factory, but if she’s only going to be able to keep 30% of her profits, why should she?  Maybe she decides to read a book instead of employing 100 new employees.  And three, if you hate on them enough or threaten to take away their money and assets, they’ll just pick up and leave.  And this is the worst outcome for everybody because these people account for the majority of economic growth, the majority of jobs, and the majority of our standards of living.

This is called “capital flight” or its labor equivalent – “brain drain.”  If people are not guaranteed adequate compensation for their highly-skilled labor – or worse – you threaten to take away their property or investments, they have no reason to work, let alone stay, and certainly not invest in the country.  They can, and do, go elsewhere, looking for greener economic pastures where property rights enshrined into law guarantee they’re allowed to keep the lion’s share of their labor.  They will also certainly prefer countries where the population is not indoctrinated to outright hate them.  And so while you can have your universal income and your $35 per hour minimum wage and 90% taxes on incomes over $1 million, 90% of $0 is still $0.  That and nobody is around to actually produce the stuff you need anymore.  There are no plumbers, doctors are in desperately short supply, gas is $40 a gallon, and that’s if you’re lucky enough to be alive given the diabetes medication shortage. 

So instead of punishing, hating on, and parasiting off of this super-productive class of people, it would be much wiser to celebrate, welcome, and be thankful for them.  Imagine the US without Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, Andrew Carnegie or John D. Rockefeller.  Imagine what things wouldn’t exist and what technologies wouldn’t be.  And if you want to be self-serving and Machiavellian, imagine what tax revenues would look like without these guys.  Rich people, like all people, should pay taxes.  But don’t let your jealousy and hatred get to the point you enslave them, driving them and their economic production away, impoverishing us all in the process.

What Would Your GDP Look Like?

What I love most about people who demand bail outs, assistance, free education, and in short – other people’s money – is what did they major in?  What is their profession?  And the reason I like asking that question is because it tells you what they intend on bringing to the world.  What their contribution to society is going to be.  And what you will find, more often than not, is the vast majority of them are teachers, social workers, political science majors, activists, journalists, etc.  Not that there’s anything inherently wrong with these professions, but in asking for a bailout or free education, some going so far as to demand government jobs be created for them, they’re essentially admitting that the real world doesn’t want what they’re offering.  And instead of providing a service or skill the world wants, they are so arrogant they demand the taxpayer create entire industries all so they can work their “dream job.”  They literally want taxpayers to work more to pay the taxes to create jobs out of thin air all so they can be an “activist” or a “diversity counselor” or an “artist.”  It is the epitome of privileged, spoiled-brat, entitled Americans.

Regardless, this once again is putting the demands of the individual ahead of the 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 lbs Earth and its 7 billion inhabitants.  But if we were to humor them, and in intellectual curiosity give everybody in America the same treatment they’re demanding – government-created dream jobs we all want to work – what kind of an economy would result?  And after many hours of laborious economic research and number crunching, the GDP of a “World Owes Me a Living World” would look like this:
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You’ll notice that while we would be a very enlightened society there would be no…
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Or anything else of value for that matter. 

Society would starve in about two weeks, the human race would end in three.  And keep in mind these are the people who think they’re smart enough to run society!  Even first graders have the intelligence to realize such a system would be folly.

Alas, this is the case of too many chiefs and not enough Indians.  Too many generals, not enough soldiers.  Everybody wants to be a teacher or a guidance counselor or a diversity director or any one of the many other work-avoidant careers.  But somebody has to produce the food.  Somebody has to generate the electricity.  And somebody has to make the toilets run.  And unglamorous as those jobs might be, they produce more value for society than all the social scientists and politicians of the past combined.

Can You at Least Get a Working Model Before Unleashing it Upon the World?

Before a pharmaceutical company can sell a drug to the public it has to go through an inordinate amount of research, clinical trials, testing, and approval processes.  Pharmaceutical companies spend billions in research and investment just to get a drug to market.  And though some people may say it’s a bit overkill, it is necessary to thoroughly test a drug before unleashing it upon society because if inadequately tested it can kill people. 

But what if you had a drug that had somewhere between a 1-10% success rate?  That after nearly 150 years of trial and error, human experiments, 50 lab trials, and about 100 million deaths, you had some pharmacists claim they tweaked this drug and “This time it’ll work?”  Chances are you would not take that drug.  But while no such drug exists, an economic ideology does with that exact same abysmal track record.  And that ideological drug is socialism.

While we won’t delve into detailed historical economics and numbers, the short version is this.  Socialism has worked roughly 1-10% of the time depending on how you want to measure success.  “World owes me a living” acolytes cannot rush fast enough to point to the Scandinavian models of socialism as proof that socialism can work.  And in those countries, yes.  Under very unique sociological, demographic, historical, and temporary conditions, a variant of socialism seems to work.  But for every Norway, for every Sweden, and for every Denmark there are 10 counter examples of socialism failing.  Cuba, North Korea, the USSR, Laos, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Ecuador, Greece, Zimbabwe, China, East Germany, Somalia, and more recently Venezuela.  So when you compare these five countries (Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark) to all other socialist economies (both past and present), they are the exception.  Not the rule.  Socialism fails in 9 out of every 10 countries it’s tried in.

If you want to use a different metric, instead of comparing countries, compare populations living under these two respective socialist systems.  Yes, the Nordic countries all provide very high standards of living for their citizens…all 25 million of them.  But that’s a drop in the bucket compared to the roughly 2 billion people who lived/suffered under the “not-so-nice” socialist systems.  Furthermore, for every lucky Swede or Icelander who’s enjoyed this rare strain of successful socialism, four non-Scandinavian socialists were outright killed or starved under the “not-so-nice” socialist systems.  So when you consider the 2 billion people who lived in utter squalor and filth (not to mention the 100 million who died), this drug of socialism has only worked on 1% of the human test subjects it was tested on.

But let us forget countries and history, famines and genocides.  Let’s go to something much more microcosmic.  Restaurants.  Specifically, “socialist restaurants.”  Though the concept sounds contradictory it’s not because there has been a handful of restaurants and co-ops that have tried to operate under a socialist business model.  And some of the principles they operated under included things like living wages, no profits, no pricing, and employees deciding everything by committee.  And while everything seemed all nice and wonderful on paper, in every instance they failed.  Apparently, simply letting your customers “pay what they could afford” or having employees run the restaurant by committee weren’t sustainable business practices.  Regardless, this behooves a very interesting question.  If socialists can’t even run a restaurant, how in hell’s name do they think they can run an entire country?  The track record of socialism is already an abysmal 1-10% success rate, but the more industrious socialists among us can’t even get a restaurant off the ground.  Chances your rank and file “world owes me a living-‘ers” are going to do even worse.

Finally, let us go to an even more microcosmic level than restaurants.  Let’s go to the most granular, atomic level we can in humanity – the individual.

As a single bachelor it is actually quite easy to take care of myself.  I make very little money compared to most people, but my expenses are so low and technology has made everything so cheap, as long as I don’t buy a new car or get a Master’s degree in Poetry at Middlebury, I’ll likely never starve or suffer true poverty until I’m dead.  But even with the unemployment rate below 4%, there are millions of people who cannot even do the most basic of economic obligations to society which is to support themselves.  Millions of people want free healthcare.  Millions of people want bailouts.  Millions of people want the minimum wage arbitrarily jacked up to $15.  How have you so poorly mismanaged your life that in this world, with this technology, and this economy you need other people to help you out?  And though there are certainly exceptions to be made for things like crippling student loan debt, unforeseen medical problems, recessions, accidents, etc., how can an otherwise physically-able, single individual not support him/herself and dare demand other people work to support them?

The answer is moot because the larger point isn’t why they are unable to support themselves.  It’s the fact they can’t take care of themselves.  They need other people’s money to live.  And if they cannot take care of themselves, a mere “Country of One,” then they are absolutely not capable of taking care of an entire country.  And just as these individuals’ lives are a mess, the socialist economic system they’d impose on society would likely be a mess also.

This is debatably the largest argument against the world owing people a living.  Most socialists can’t get a restaurant off the ground, let alone support themselves.  They cannot even get a working model of socialism to work in their own, individual lives.  And this in the face of an already uphill battle where socialist economies have at best a 10% success rate.  You throw in the abysmal track record of socialism, with 2 billion people in poverty and 100 million dead, and you are risking the world’s population on a horrific economic system that’s killed more people in peacetime than the fascists and nazis did during war.  All so you can play video games or work some bogus, government-created job as a “diversity journalist” at NPR.  You are certainly a fool for thinking socialism is going to work.  But you lack any morality trying to foist it upon the world.

Who’s Advice Did You Follow?

Finally, what I find so precious about the student loan crisis – and to a larger extent, the plight of Millennials – is whose advice did they follow?  Did they heed some old curmudgeonly republican’s advice about joining the military, learning a trade, and buying a house?  Did they listen to some successful capitalist’s advice about learning an invaluable skill, going to school for a hard subject, and working at night to start a company?  Did they even listen to some sage, wise libertarian economist’s warning about worthless degrees, housing bubbles, and that there is no easy way, just the really really hard way?  No, they followed the advice of their Boomer teachers, professors, politicians, and parents because it’s what they wanted to hear.  And they followed it to a T. 

But whereas logic would suggest Millennials should be enraged at those same professors, teachers, politicians, and media personalities for destroying their lives, they go and blame the bogeymen those same charlatans brainwashed them to instead.  “Capitalism.”  “Evil white males.”  “Patriarchy.”  “Republicans.”  And the always available “evil rich people.”  Never mind it was socialist professors and college admins who took your $150,000 and crippled your financial future.  Never mind it was the media, politicians, and parents telling you “follow your heart and the money will follow” that wasted your youth.  And never mind it was socialists telling you, you were entitled to things and thus there’s no need to skill up, learn to code, or develop a trade, thus making you poor.  No, it’s that rat-bastard “George Bush’s” fault or those “evil rich people’s” fault.  Never has a problem been so misdiagnosed in history.

Regardless, the point is Millennials did not follow the advice of conservative, traditionalists.  They followed the advice of Socialist Boomers.  And if you look at the Socialist Boomers who gave them this horrific advice, you will find more often than not they are miserable failures in life also.  Professor Boomers who own no home.  Parent Boomers who have no retirement savings.  Teacher Boomers who have tons of student loan debt.  Journalist Boomers who still work at Time Magazine.  And Psychology Boomers who are on just as many drugs as they’re prescribing.  As a generational whole, these Socialist Boomers are losers just the same, pursuing careers in white-collar panhandling, blaming the 1% for their mistakes, and insisting everybody owes them a living. And if Millennials have any sense about them, they’ll realize not only were these the true villains that destroyed their generation, but if they don’t have a cup of wake-the-fuck-up soon, they will end up just like the Boomer socialists who misled them.

They’ll be a 67 year old journalist writing for peanuts because they were too lazy to code and they believed they were entitled to BGI. 

They’ll be a divorced 70 year old pensioner who never owned his home because he “finally” paid off his student loans at 60.

They’ll be a bitter, 58 year old, man-hating feminist, who teaches part time as an adjunct at the local community college for $18/hour protesting how men are all rapists. 

And they’ll be the stereotypical spinster with cats, vainly trying to hide it behind a cool wine aunt meme.

How Millennials can’t see that they followed the advice of socialists and that their ruined lives are the direct consequence of it, is mind-boggling.  How they can’t connect the political dots to life choices based in socialism and the failure of a life they have now, is stupefying.  If you wanted proof that the life philosophy of “the world owes me a living” doesn’t work, there is no more empirical proof than the lives of the people who live by such a philosophy.  The Millennials, as well as all generations, owe themselves the slightest bit of self-respect in that they deserve a life better than the Socialist Boomers who ruined theirs.  And it starts by realizing who lied to them and screwed them over.  Not who they were brainwashed to believe screwed them over.


CHAPTER 33 – YOU ARE NOT OPPRESSED, DISCRIMINATED AGAINST, OR UNLUCKY.  LIFE JUST SUCKS THAT MUCH.

Back in college I had a friend who majored in poetry.  I was also a foolish young freshman at the time, but I knew enough that a degree in poetry was worthless. I tried to reason her out of it by asking simple questions like “What do you plan on doing with a degree in poetry?”  “Why can’t you just write poetry?”  But she would guiltily avoid my questions, dismissing them with idealistic sayings like it was what she wanted to do and that it didn’t matter what degree you got, it mattered what you did with it. 

I lost touch with her over the years, but ended up running into her at a jazz club several years later.  As we caught up she began to tell me what she had been up to the past 10 years and what unfolded was a sad and tragic story.  She had earned her degree in poetry, but could not find a job.  After waitressing, nannying, and a whole host of other odd jobs, she decided she’d go back to school to get her masters in English Literature.  Having never paid off (let alone down) her student loans from undergrad, the new grand total in student loans she faced was $75,000 (in 2004 dollars).  Since then her master’s degree hadn’t paid off either as she was barely able to make rent, barely able to afford her car payments, needed help from her parents (but she oddly enough could afford the chocolate martini she ordered). 

I was about to recommend the advice I had offered her 10 years previous, suggesting she look into a trade, accounting, nursing or something that would land her a job.  But before I could, she proceeded to tell me her plight in life was not due to choosing a poor major, but instead was just “bad luck.”  Nobody was hiring her.  Nobody would promote her.  She’d get a tough break here or a tough break there.  Never getting that “one good break” she sorely needed.  And despite literally sending out hundreds of resumes, she’d rarely hear back from any employers.  But what was most frustrating to her of all was that she had a master’s degree!  Why couldn’t people see she was capable of so much more?!

Without getting a chance to inquire what her plan was, she told me.  She was going on to get a Doctorate in English where hopefully she could teach.  Reading her body language, tone, and knowing she was a couple martinis in, I decided not to say anything.  She was obsessed.  Despite obvious and irrefutable proof her degree was worthless, she kept at it for over a decade, doubled down with a master’s degree, and was going to triple down with a doctorate.  She was also $75,000 in the hole, soon to be $100,000.  And when you looked at her she was no longer the happy-go-lucky hippie girl from 1994, but a tired, weary-eyed 30 year old woman, with a very subtle tone of unease about her.  She was so vested in her choices that if I said anything about trade school or accounting it would have crossed a line and likely caused an argument.  And so instead I looked at her and said, “That’s great.  I’m sure you’ll do well.”

Another decade-and-change later I never knew what happened to her.  I never saw her again.  And the jazz club has long since closed down.  But I did search for her on Amazon to see if that Bachelors in Poetry, Masters in English Literature, or theoretical Doctorate in English ever resulted in a book.  And it hasn’t.  But I also searched for her on Linkedin to see if she’s had any progress, and she has.  She is indeed teaching part-time.  She has had a couple poems published in some obscure magazines.  But what she lists as her main gig in life, the one most prominent on her resume, is that she is an office manager.  And though I’m no economist, I’m going to assume she is no better off financially than when we spoke over 10 years ago and still chalks up her failure as a poet in the era of self-publishing to “bad luck.”

Before eternal optimists rush in to make caveats and exceptions, arguing this woman could be doing “just fine” and that “you don’t know she’s doing so bad,” please just stop.  I’ve seen it a million times before, and yes, I can quite safely and confidently assume she’s up to her neck in student debt, hasn’t even paid the interest on it, makes barely enough to get by, and has wasted 21 years in college on completely worthless degrees.  I can also move on to assume she’s had no epiphany or enlightenment about learning to code, studying nursing, joining a trade school, or otherwise skilling up.  I can additionally assume she has consumed more in resources than what she’s produced in life making her a net economic parasite.  Finally, you can bet your bottom dollar she will never, and I mean never publish a book of poetry.  It is a guarantee that in the end this woman will die in debt, have no literary success, will constantly struggle financially, and will never become a poet.

But what’s tragic is the reason this woman will have wasted her life isn’t because of a lack of trying.  Mock and ridicule English as a viable degree as you want, studying for eight years to get a doctorate is no light commitment.  This woman had it in her to do the work.  She just chose the wrong field.  But instead of acknowledging that or at least admitting what she was trying wasn’t working, she misdiagnosed this failure as “bad luck.”  And in misdiagnosing the problem, she doomed all her solutions to fail.  And whether it was cowardice, ego, laziness, or perhaps just plain ignorance that led to this misdiagnosis doesn’t matter.  Her solutions would not work.  Consequently, she wasted her entire youth and she is likely going to waste her entire life.

Millennials today and future generations of tomorrow face/will face this same problem – misdiagnosing their problems.  And it’s not because they somehow lack the intellectual ability to accurately diagnose their problems, but they have been heavily conditioned and predisposed not to.  Those same parents, teachers, counselors, and elders who were influenced by those same ulterior motives of laziness, ease, politics, and fear abdicated their duty to younger generations to prepare them for the real world.  And among the many failings that entails, providing younger generations with convenient and feelings-sparing excuses instead of the ability to critically self-assess is one of them.  In other words, to protect your precious self-esteem (and to avoid the pain of having an uncomfortable conversation with you), parents and teachers handcrafted good-feeling excuses as to why you failed in life, instead of giving you the ability to critically assess and identify why you failed in life. And while this may spare your feelings, it absolutely destroys a vitally important life skill – to know when you’re screwing up.  To assess the causes of your failures.  To self-correct. And without the vital ability to know when you’re failing or why you’re failing, you are doomed to the same fate as my poetry-majoring friend.

The Three Major Excuses

The three main excuses elders give to younger generations have their origins in what drives most of human behavior – laziness and fear.  Parents and teachers are too lazy to invest the time in you to explain how life is hard, how life is unfair, how it works, and what you need to do to navigate it.  They are also deathly afraid of the discomfort they will endure having to have an uncomfortable conversation with you.  Destroying your dreams, telling you it is you who is the problem, and other tough fatherly-love/constructive criticisms that help build one up as an adult.  And so being born of laziness and fear, instead of love and empiricism, the three main excuses are:

	You’re being discriminated against 
	You’re oppressed 
	You’re just unlucky 


This plays well with the Millennial political religion and victimhood ideology.  That it’s not your fault you majored in Sociology and that’s why you make less than men who majored in Electrical Engineering.  No, it’s “the wage gap.”  It’s not your fault you majored in African-American studies and it’s a completely worthless and unemployable major.  No, it’s “racism.”  It’s not your fault you never get off your lazy ass and set down the video games and find a job.  No, it’s your “social anxiety disorder.”  And perhaps the universal catch-all excuse as to why you’re failing at life in any endeavor is not because of mistakes or bad choices you made.  No, it’s because you’re just plain “unlucky.”

Perhaps my favorite example of this was when I was dating.  I had just been stood up the third time in as many weeks and while conveying my frustrations to a female friend she actually said, “Well maybe she got hit by a truck.  You never know.”

Not, “You’re short and girls don’t like short guys.”

Not, “You’re a scrawny, twiggy ass man.  Get your ass to the gym.”

Not even, “Well, hot chicks are flakey.  You should never rely on them. Date a 6 or a 7.”

No, it was “She could have gotten hit by a truck.”

And thus a whole panoply of truth-avoiding excuses is what we convey to ourselves, all chalking our failures up to simple “bad luck,” instead of looking inward and owning our responsibilities for our failures. 

Having trouble dating?

“You’re just fishing in the wrong hole.”

“Someday your prince will come.”

“Maybe you’re just attracting the wrong person.”

Not, “You’re a fat lard ass nobody wants to date.”

Having trouble finding a fair and honest job that uses your skills?

“Just keep at it!  You can do anything!”

“Your ship will come in.”

“Never give up on your dreams!”

Not, “All jobs suck, the grass is not greener on the other side, so stop job-hopping and make your freaking money.”

Things aren’t going the way you want in life because you’re female/a minority/disabled/mentally-impaired/trait X, etc.?

“The world is bigoted and discriminatory!”

“I’m oppressed!”

“I deserve special treatment!”

Not, “Well is it possible maybe you’re just an insufferable asshole and people just don’t like you?”

Anything and everything to spare your feelings, spare your pride, spare people the pain of having a brutally honest conversation with you, even if that means dooming you to waste your life.  And therefore, in failing to train our youth in self-inflection, self-criticism, intellectual honesty, and owning your responsibilities, we send our youth into life completely unprepared, unarmed, even disadvantaged in life.  And just like the AIDS virus is so vicious because it tricks your body into misdiagnosing the problem, instilling this same auto-immune deficiency in the minds of our youth is equally vicious as it prevents them from ever improving.  It’s only made worse when you consider the reason we do it is because we lack the spine to provide tough fatherly love, constructive criticism, are just too damn lazy to have a one-to-one with our kids, or perhaps even use these lies to explain our own failures in life.

Life is Really That Hard

The truth is this. 

Life is really hard.  It cannot be emphasized enough just how hard life is.  Just to get by when you’re young requires working two jobs at very low wages.  Most of your schooling is wasted as it provides you with no employable skills.  Most people need to go into debt to learn a skill or a trade before the labor force will even consider paying them a livable wage.  On top of that most people make it harder on themselves by having kids they can’t afford, majoring in stupid subjects, and going into debt.  And this says nothing of the army of other people who are out to get you.  Be it lawyers, professors, teachers, bosses, co-workers, salesmen, your divorcing spouse, politicians, journalists, outright criminals, even your parents. Most people only view you as something to profit off of or something  to serve them and not a sentient individual deserving of honest and equitable treatment.  Furthermore, it can also not be emphasized enough just how much harder life is made when an entire generation of elders lie to you about it, something Millennials should be acutely aware of. 

Therefore, if things are not going your way, you didn’t get the job, or you didn’t get the promotion, it’s likely not because of your gender, your skin color, your disability, or universal “bad luck.”  It’s because life sucks that much.  “Suck” is the normal operating temperature of life.  People’s default programming is to suck.  And until you get that through your head, you will always misdiagnose your problems.

But there is another important reason young people need to accurately assess the world for what it is and correctly diagnose their problems - you do not have the luxury of misdiagnosing problems.  Resources, time, and money are extremely tight when you’re young and those precious resources absolutely cannot be mis-invested.  This goes doubly so if you’re poor or come from a disadvantaged background.  Because if you misdiagnose your problems, you not only will you put yourself further behind the 8-ball of life making success all the much less likely, but you could potentially squander any chance of success permanently, ending up much like my poetry-majoring acquaintance. 

This behooves many young people in America today to view themselves as the crew of the Apollo 13 mission and to watch the movie “Apollo 13.”  Because while there are many things happening in that movie, the critical plot is just how few resources and tools the crew had to repair their ship and return it to Earth.  And whether you are poor, a minority, female, disabled, or simply a brainwashed Millennial, you have to make whatever meager resources you have now count, because one misstep, one mis-investment, one mistake can destroy your life forever.  And so whereas your parents and teachers may lie to you about the cause of your problems in life, you cannot afford to be so blissfully ignorant.  You need to be ruthlessly truthful with yourself about your problems and about your failures, because if you’re not you will be a failure forever.

You Owe It to Yourselves and Your Children

In the ideal world, tough fatherly fathers would have provided us the tough fatherly love that would have prepared us for the real world.  But the fact of the matter is they didn’t.  And lament and rue this all we want, it doesn’t change the fact that the real world doesn’t care, life sucks, and you have to live in this reality.  Therefore, since correctly diagnosing our problems and correctly identifying our failures is key to success and happiness in life, it’s incumbent upon us to succeed where our fathers failed.  We need to be honest with ourselves.  We need to be constructively critical of ourselves.  We need to provide our own tough fatherly love.

But we also owe this to our children, should we bring any into the world.  Anybody who remembers…or rather…doesn’t remember their dads spending time with them, passing on life lessons, stopping you when you were about to do something stupid, or taking the time to explain to you why you failed, needs to be the father they themselves didn’t have.  And not only must we be present and active in our children’s lives, we must be brutally honest with them.  We cannot provide them feelings-sparing excuses when they are in fact wrong.  We cannot give them participation trophies when in fact they sucked.     The world that pampering mothers, spineless fathers, and elementary school teachers propagandize children to believe should exist, doesn’t.  And it is your job as a parent to prepare your child for the real world.  That is the tough fatherly love that all children need, is hard to give, and is arguably the ultimate form of love.


CHAPTER 34 – EVERYTHING IS YOUR FAULT

“Shoulda-Land”

We do not live in “Shoulda-Land.”  Only fools believe in “should.”  Because while the concept of “should” is real and we should always be aiming for an ideal, what is infinitely more important is what is.

Yes, you “should” be able to park your car running without it being stolen.

Yes, you “should” be treated with respect and professionalism from your boss.

Yes, you “should” be able to walk down a dark alley wearing fishnets and heels and not get raped.

But when your car gets stolen, your boss lies to you about the job, or you get raped The World of “Is” becomes much more real and important.

The concept of “should” also removes all power and control from the individual, giving it to society and fate, delusionally expecting the 12,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 lbs planet and its 7 billion inhabitants to operate in your best interests.  You naively and optimistically assume the rest of the world will do your bidding, be fair and just, and oblige by some moral obligation to take care of you.  But tempting as that idea might sound, it will not happen.  All you really manage to do in outsourcing your decisions and responsibilities to “fate” or “should” is relinquish all your power to others, putting you 100% at the mercy of others.  And if Chapter 33 taught us anything, the real world is evil and most people will take advantage of you instead of take care of you.

Still, most people want to live in “Shoulda-Land” because it plays directly to the most powerful force in the human psyche - laziness.  They like the sweet-tasting lies that we *should* be guaranteed housing.  We *should* be able to have a career in what we’re passionate about.  Government *should* make education free.  Men *should* like fat chicks.  And people *should* drive fast in the left lane.  But as we know from The Reality Principle, people who base their decisions in “Shoulda-Land” instead of The World That “Is” are doomed to fail in life.  And while a booming economy, with a large welfare state, and a naïvely democratic population can support delusional people for quite some time, in the end the real world wins, “is” trumps “should,” and millions of humans waste their lives.  

Therefore, if you wish to avoid the fate of:

	a Millennial hoping for a bailout, 
	a 48 year old spinster who is resorting to a turkey baster and her frozen eggs, or 
	some sad pathetic Boomer hippie who’s reverse-mortgaging his home to eat that week 


it pays for younger generations to commit to living in the world that “is” and to leave the idealistic poppycock of “should” behind.

Everything is Your Fault

This is not difficult or hard as much as it is being disciplined and principled.  Just as you commit to losing weight by working out and dieting right, you commit to living in the real world by accepting what is and accepting you are the one who is responsible for his/her own destiny.  But just as dieting can have some key tips and tricks to succeeding in losing weight, there are some bits of traditional fatherly advice (you *should* have received) that will help you the same in achieving success in life – specifically that everything is your fault.

What is meant by this is that if you abandon the concept of “should” what the world really becomes is an environment, even a video game, where you are the only true independent variable.  You don’t control what congress does that day, you don’t control whether the sun comes up, you don’t control the weather, and you don’t control the truck that just jumped the curb and is barreling down on you.  But you do control you.

This ultimate agency, this ultimate self-ownership means that though you don’t control everything in the world around you, the one thing you do control is you and your reaction to that world.  And no matter how unfair or how unjust the world may be around you, since you do control yourself and your reaction to it, at the most fundamental level you are responsible for everything in life.  Everything is your fault.  Simply because that’s the effective reality you live in.

Admittedly there is some nuance to this concept in that factually not everything is your fault.  If you get cancer, a meteorite hits you in the head, communists take over and shoot you, etc., these things are outside of your control and are thus not your fault.  But just as important as realizing that you are the only independent variable in your life, it’s equally important to be able to assess what you do and do not control.  Because if you try to influence things in life you have no control over you will not only fail and waste precious resources, but you will suffer unnecessary stress and frustration.  And in order to achieve this critically important ability to identify what you do and do not control, you need to master a philosophy called “stoicism.”

An excellent example and incredibly hard exercise in stoicism is to get stuck in traffic and get stuck behind some old lady driving in the left lane.  Infuriating as that may be, you do not control it.  You do not control that woman.  You do not control the traffic.  So why get angry or your blood pressure up over it?  All you control is your reaction to it and to realize that is the ultimate goal of the exercise.

Another example is the previously discussed Zen one can achieve at work. You can go to school all you want, train up in certifications and skills, but at the end of the day your boss is so incompetent you end up filing and faxing when you’re capable of so much more.  Do you control that?  Do you want to get angry over it?  Or do you have the Herculean resolve to realize you don’t control the situation, you’re getting paid the same amount of money no matter what you do, you’re not getting those eight hours of life back, so in the end you might as well chill out and accept your fate?  Stoicism is no easy feat to accomplish.

But whether it’s Tilly driving in the left lane, Boomer Boss Karen assigning you fax duty, or Communist Cortez putting you on cattle cars, stoicism clearly breaks down the world into two things.  Things you do control and things you do not control.  And if you’re smart you will not even consider the things you don’t control in life simply because you cannot control them.  Why waste the time?  Why waste the energy or stress?  It is certainly in your control to respond to these uncontrolled variables.  It’s certainly within your control to forecast the communists will hunt you down, put you in a cattle car, and so you better move to Morocco before they come knocking on your door.  But you do not control those variables themselves, only your reaction to them.  So do not fret.  Do not get angry.  Do not rue the injustice of life.  Accept.  Predict.  Forecast.  Maneuver.  Adapt.  Even profit off of it.

The end result of practicing stoicism and living in The World That “Is” is an approach to life that is as practical as it can possibly be.  A life that is very much like a poker hand.  It doesn’t matter what cards you were dealt.  That was not under your control.  What is under your control, no matter how crappy the cards, is how you play the game.  And what results is not some whiny, naïve, wishy-washy entitled brat complaining about how bad their life is or how unlucky they are, who prostrates themselves in front of fate hoping the government bails them out or some other person comes saves them.  But instead a “best possible outcome” scenario where an empowered individual took control of their own fate to the maximum extent possible, accepted and acknowledged reality, made shrewd, often painful and sacrificing decisions, but in the end “won at life,” drastically improving upon the shitty hand they were originally dealt. 

This is the correct approach to life.  This is the best option people have no matter how good or bad their starting point in life.  And the sooner you realize that, the sooner you’ll be better off than the whiners in “Shoulda-Land” who are still waiting for a bailout, still waiting for men to like fat chicks, still waiting to get unfriendzoned, and still waiting for BGI to make them rich.

Live in a Van Down By the River

The question is simply do you want to take command of your life and make it as great as possible?  Or do you want to once again believe in the false promises of laziness and “Shoulda-Land?”  Do you want to own your decisions in life, take responsibility, do the hard work that is necessary to improve in life?  Or vote and hope maybe Yang gives you a $1,000/month welfare check or a 10% forgiveness on your student loan balance? 

I am often reminded of that Iranian client I had who came to the US to become a doctor.  The one who couldn’t stand the site of blood, switched to Chemical Engineering, and his parents consequently disowned him.  Instead of whining or going to the government or returning home, heeling under the tyranny of his parents, he chose instead to live out of his SUV, shower at the gym, continue his Chemical Engineering degree and make a living as a chemical engineer.  I do not know what happened to him later in life, but I can guarantee he is doing better than any man demanding a student loan bailout, free Medicare, government-guaranteed jobs, or any other person living in “Shoulda-Land.”


CHAPTER 35 – SELF-LOVE IS FOR THE WORTHLESS

A trademark of the Millennial generation has been the self-esteem movement.  The idea was that if you built up the confidence in your child to go on and do great things, that child would have the confidence and courage to…well…go on and do great things.  And so a whole host of self-esteem boosting measures were taken by parents and teachers to give the Millennials the highest levels of self-esteem the world had ever seen.

Millennials were told they could do anything.  GPA’s and grades were eliminated so as not to lessen their self-esteem.  Scores were no longer kept so there would be no losers.  Colleges would accept anybody (for a price).  And trophy companies made billions in profits as now everybody got one. 

But key to the success of this strategy was that inevitably, someday the kid would go on to actually do something.  They would go on to accomplish something of value or excellence.  But as we all know accomplishments, achievements, and excellence take work and that flies directly in the face of inherent human laziness.  And so what resulted instead was the cult of “self-love.”

Self-Love

Well-intended as the self-esteem movement may have been, it missed a critical component necessary for people’s children to achieve success – hard work.  Because for all the ass-kissing Boomer and Gen X parents did, for all the praises sung, and trophies awarded, good feelings and self-esteem don’t amount to jack in terms of real world production.  Skills, sacrifice, toil, “the maths,” and innovation result in success, not participation trophies and Adderall prescriptions.  And so what happened was a generation of children was sent into the real world with confidence, encouragement, ambition, and passion…but no work ethic, skills, abilities, or talents or anything else that would even come close to producing a single genuine accomplishment or achievement in life.

This put Millennials in about the worst situation possible.  First, armed with only “good feelings” and “passion” they were woefully ill-equipped to make anything of themselves, let alone support themselves out of school.  Second, in lying to them with shtick like “follow your heart and the money will follow,” we further delayed them from developing any valuable skills as they flailed about in college for four years earning completely worthless degrees.  Third, the people and environment the Millennials grew up under installed a value structure that reinforced, if not outright entrenched the idea that correct political beliefs held value unto themselves, giving Millennials no incentive to find other sources of value in life.  Fourth, by the time they graduated around 22-24, this value structure was so cemented that Millennials knew nothing else in life.  They were never introduced to other thoughts, critical thinking, or simply being a rebel.  All they knew was “this is the way.”    Therefore, even if they wanted to, they wouldn’t even know where to start to reset their life and start anew.

So when Millennials finally left the artificial environment of school and were forced into the real world they would inevitably face a choice.  They could either admit everything they were told since the age of five was wrong, reinvent themselves in accordance with the realities of the real world, and re-commit themselves to years more of education and a life of toil

or

they could retreat into their insular political religion where they had value for merely existing and holding the correct political views.

And it’s obvious which option most chose.

But among the many and important existential questions this fork in the road presented, a critically important one was what would give an individual value in life?  In the real world (as discussed in Chapter 24) what you offer other people is what gives you value in life.  Be it a product you make, a service you render, or perhaps improving yourself so much others wish to spend time with you, value was externally-conferred.  But in the insular world of the Millennial political religion value was self-conferred or internally conferred.  What you believed.  What you thought. Which correct politics you advocated.  It required the approval or participation of no one.  And so when presented with the choice of sacrificing your time and effort to produce something of value to society, or simply self-declaring yourself to have value because “reasons,” people realized one takes an incredible amount of effort and labor and the other does not. And as human laziness springs eternal we all know which path most Millennials (and most people) chose.

This resulted in pushing self-esteem another mile marker down the road into “self-love.”  But not the traditional self-love we’re familiar with (be it the healthy kind where you love yourself in the form of self-respect and self-confidence, or the bad kind where you are narcissistic or arrogant).  This new form of “self-love” is the next evolutionary stage of self-esteem where it creates an entire value structure where 100% of your life value is derived internally, not externally.  You don’t have to do anything for anyone. You don’t have to work or sacrifice or toil to create something of value for others.  You don’t have to invest in yourself to make yourself attractive to other people.  The concept of selflessness and altruism is completely absent from this form of love, if for the simple fact there is no counter-party to be selfless or altruistic towards.  And so this new love is a completely self-contained system.  A truly individual and personal affair, only requiring the individual and no one else.

The epitomal example of this new form of self-love can be found within the fat acceptance movement.  I was binging on a whole host of female-oriented podcasts, one of which was dedicated solely towards fat acceptance.  But of the many theories, sub-theories, concepts, and philosophies within the fat acceptance movement, “self-love” was one of the more interesting ones.  And best as my observations could tell me, self-love within the fat acceptance movement took on a role of asexuality.  That you didn’t need other people to have a full and rewarding love life.  That you unto yourself were enough to love.  Matter of fact seeking approval or love from others was a form of weakness, even oppression.  And therefore you had no obligation to others, only to yourself.

But this concept of self-love isn’t relegated to fat acceptance podcasts.  You can see it elsewhere.  Though anecdotal (and usually clickbait) there is the twice-a-year article about a woman marrying herself, her cat, or her dog.  There was even an article about a woman marrying her degree.  There is no limit to the number of men who live in alternative realities be it via video games, RPG’s, or “waifus.”  And not in a healthy and fun way where people get together and play a session of D&D, but where they love their character and their lives in a world that does not exist more than the one that does.  And there is no limit to the number of young people who place their politics ahead of everything else in life, including other people, deriving value only from their sanctimonious selves.

But whether it’s people in the fat acceptance movement, a woman marrying herself, a NEET playing a 48th level Paladin, or a self-obsessed “anarcho-communist” telling you about his politics when you didn’t ask, whatever mental acrobatics people execute to confer “self-love” upon themselves, in the end it boils down to one thing and one thing only – laziness.  These people are just too damn lazy to produce anything of value.  It’s not intellectual.  It’s not avant-garde.  It’s not edgy.  It’s just a huge, bogus, intellectual façade to lie to yourself that you have worth without having to produce anything of value because you’re so deathly afraid of work.  And ultimately it’s an admission of weakness as you’d rather stare into a pond like Narcissus instead of put in the work to get a profession, get a life, find love, or make some friends.

The Saddest Thing Ever – When Laziness Trumps Love

In the end self-love cannot have value and for multiple reasons why. 

First, in self-conferring love you essentially make yourself your own printing press of love.  And just like a government printing off money causes hyperinflation and destroys the value of a currency, so too does “printing off” self-love.  I can look in the mirror all day and say “I’m good enough, I’m smart enough, and dog gone it, people like me,” that doesn’t make it so.  There needs to be some genuine production, achievement, or accomplishments to give the individual intrinsic value.  Not a mere declaration of value by fiat.

Second the only consumer of this self-love currency can be the individual who manufactures it, because who else is going to want it?  The quickest way to deter somebody from spending time with you is to tell that person how great you are all the time.  And while certainly there is value in self-respect and self-confidence, when all somebody talks about is themselves without some amazing achievements and accomplishments in life to back it up (say like The World’s Most Interesting Man), other people quickly tune out, divest from the individual, and spend no time with that person.  Once again rendering that person insular and irrelevant to the rest of the entire world.

Third, there is an observational effect of value or love as we discussed about the musician’s theoretical composition sitting unseen on the surface of Mars in Chapter 24.  Unless there is another party or person to observe, appreciate, and like/love another person, then no such value exists.  Proponents of self-love would argue that this is precisely the point of self-love – that they don’t need an external party to confer or condone value/love upon them – but this then reinforces the entire point that self-love offers no value to society, only to one’s self.  And this is perhaps the core definition of self-love as it only benefits the individual, is for the sake of the individual, and offers nothing of value to others.  And so while podcasts can be recorded, research conducted, articles written, even books published about “self-love,” all that intellectually ballyhoo and pablum is completely unnecessary as the entire concept of self-love is completely summarized and described in one word:

Masturbation.

And a life based solely on masturbation is a very, very, very lonely life.

Do You Want to Be Alone?

You can have the most advanced video game for Xbox One.  You can have the most immersive environment a video game could ever offer for PS4.  But the greatest, best, and most amazing game ever is the game of life.  And the reason it’s the best game ever is not some wishy-washy excuse about love or people or emotions.  It’s much more cryptic than that. It’s the only real game you’re ever going to play.  And when it’s done, in the eternal words of Private William Hudson,

“That’s it’ man!  Game over, man!  Game over!”

And whether you like it or not you are conditioned and programmed to derive point, purpose, value, and reason in life in relation to other people.  Sometimes this takes the form of you being a highly compensated and valued surgeon.  Perhaps this takes the form of people loving your art or your creations.  Maybe you invent an incredible technology that revolutionizes the world making life easier for thousands of generations to come.  Or if you really want to be a rebel you stay at home and do something crazy like love, raise, and spend time with your kids.  But however you derive that value, it must be done by being selfless, being altruistic and either creating something of value or being something of value to another person.  And that takes incredible effort, dedication, sacrifice and toil.

But if you don’t want to participate in this game, if the prospect of working for a living, supporting yourself, providing something of value to society, or forging yourself into something another person would want to fall in love with is too daunting, that is fine too.  You can go about insularly loving yourself, worshiping yourself, and masturbating to yourself both physically and intellectually.  But you will have wasted your life and lost the game.  Your existence will simply be you within your own mind your entire life, constantly trying to figure out how to beget value from society and other people without offering them something of value in return.  A metaphorical psychological, emotional, and (likely) financial parasite as work is beneath you and your fear of work quarantines you from the rest of society.  And though millions of people will be around you in crystal clear reality you will be lonely, you will be by yourself, you will truly be unloved, and you will die alone.  Your existence on this planet, in this universe will have been truly pointless because you were too damn lazy to put forth the effort to be of value to other people.  You will have squandered everything on yourself.


CHAPTER 36 – OTHER HUMANS ARE THE ONLY THING THAT MATTER IN LIFE

The problem with wisdom is it cannot be meted out as individual instructions as there are an unlimited and unpredictable number of scenarios an individual is going to run into in life.

“Do this, but don’t do that.” 

“Do Y when X happens.” 

“Do A, but if B happens to occur, for god’s sake don’t do C.”

Therefore, you need a guiding principle or philosophy so that the individual can deduce for him or herself what the best course of action is across multiple scenarios.  But if there’s an ultimate rule or axiom to follow, it’s not The Golden Rule, Honesty is the Best Policy, or Neither a Borrower nor a Lender Be.  It’s that humans are the most important thing in life.  And for whatever advice may be lacking in this book for future generations, following this principle should guide you through nearly all scenarios you’ll face in life.

Why Humans Suck

The politically correct and socially acceptable stance on humans is that all of human life is precious. In the movies you always have to go back to rescue the lost exploration team from the aliens. Political activists always claim “if it just saves one life” then we should spend another trillion dollars on some ungodly program or another. Parents always claim to dearly love their children, and the majority of spouses put on the veneer that they are in eternal, blissful love with one another.

But deep down inside we all know better.

There’s seven billion people on the planet, and we don’t know, let alone care about the vast majority of them. Most of the humans we do know in our lives we don’t like anyway, including everything from bosses, co-workers, fellow commuters, peers, students, teachers, professors, gas station attendants, and that cop that gave you that ticket. And then there’s people we outright hate and loathe with the passion of a thousand burning suns. Murderers, criminals, terrorists, politicians, exes, people who drive slow in the left lane, Doors fans, and hipsters. Matter of fact, if you think about it, humans are in some regards the worst things on the planet. They commit all crimes, they are the only things on the planet that can hurt us emotionally, they are the cause of all wars, and truthfully, outside natural disasters and disease, they are the cause of all the world’s problems.

Even the best humans, the ones we presumably value and cherish the most in our lives, wear thin, compelling an “official stance” on our fellow man that is somewhat forced.

“Employees are our best asset!” (right before the company lays them all off).

“I love my children!” (though I’ve often thought of drowning them in the river).

“I love my wife!” (with gnashing, grinding teeth).

So if humans are so awful, why then should we like them, let alone make them the whole purpose of our entire existence?

Because humans are infinite.

Why Humans Rule

For all their drawbacks, humans have one thing that nothing else on the planet has, and that is they are infinite. Not in the sense of immortality or they somehow will last forever, but in the sense that they aren’t limited, finite, inanimate objects incapable of thought or interaction.

Humans are dynamic, constantly-changing, constantly-evolving, intelligent, sentient entities.

Because of this humans are the only thing on the planet that can interact, engage with, and ultimately provide meaning and value to other humans. Your Ferrari, fancy as it may be, is still only a piece of metal and plastic that provides no feedback, response, or reaction to you. Your souped-up gaming computer, no matter how advanced the graphics card, is not capable of intelligence, cannot have a conversation with you, and is only capable of interacting with you to the extent other humans have programmed it to. And your McMansion in the suburbs, no matter how much it makes the Jones envious, still cannot debate you, argue with you, contest you, or agree. The most opulent, advanced, and nicest things in the world still cannot hold a candle to a simple conversation with that mere middle-aged man sitting at the bar with his whiskey.

These unique traits of intelligence, infiniteness, reaction, and dynamism further give humans their ultimate value - they are the only thing you can form a relationship with. You can’t fall in love with your Ferrari. You can’t fall in love with a super computer. And you can’t form a friendship with you iPhone 973. They simply aren’t capable of interacting with you, challenging you, and loving you back. Not that you would think a physical object is capable of love, but imagine enjoying these things without humans.

Driving a sports car by yourself

Attending a movie by yourself

Playing video games by yourself.

Having a dinner by yourself.

Going on vacation by yourself.

You’ll quickly find out it is not the actual things you enjoy, but having the people around you to enjoy them with. And you will also soon find out it is the highest order of compliment, perhaps the ultimate measure of your worth as a human being, when people consciously choose to spend some of their dwindling, finite time on this planet with you.

Finally, if none of this convinces you, or perhaps you consciously agree with it, but you just don’t feel it in your gut, consider the instance when humans are removed from your life – a funeral. Funerals provide even the most cold-hearted, misanthropic of people a clear, albeit brief insight into what is most important in life. And the guttural, visceral reality of a human’s value becomes painfully clear. If you crash your car, lose your phone, or break a vase, you might get angry, perturbed at the cost and inconvenience of replacing such things. But you do not cry, mourn, and suffer like you do when a loved one dies. You do not feel sick to your stomach for days after. And you don’t get clinically depressed. This alone is proof, whether you consciously realize it or not, that humans are more important to us than things.

However, there is much more happening when there’s a death of a loved one, the insights of which only further reinforce the importance of humans. For while it makes complete sense to mourn over the death of somebody you care about, the majority of the mourning is not because the person died, but because you failed to spend time with them while they were alive. And not only do you regret the decision, but a large part of the mourning is slowly coming to grips with the fact there no longer is any opportunity to do so. That person, that loved one, that engaging, infinite, dynamic, intellectual being whose sentience and personality you loved (romantically or as a brother), has ended permanently. And there is no way (bar various religious beliefs) you will ever enjoy that person again. It only hurts more when you consider all the time you spent paying for BMW leases, granite countertops, worthless liberal arts degrees, designer clothes, and other worthless stuff instead of spending time with them.  But hey, you know what? At least you’ll have fond memories making Assistant Reserve Deputy Vice President of Diversity, HR, and Inclusion at the office.

However the importance of other humans is conveyed, the point is your life should be lived and decisions made to achieve two things in life.  One, to maximize the time you spend with other humans.  And two, to maximize the quality of humans you spend time with.  And though that policy may send you down a path of labor, rigor, toil, and sacrifice it is worth it in the end as there is nothing else in life.  Your insular self ultimately does not matter.  It’s the time other quality people choose to spend on you.  Following that principle - whether it’s in your career, your education, your social life, or your love life - will lead to a better life overall than any sweet-tasting lies or political religion ever will.  And instead of dying alone, unaccomplished, unachieved, and valueless, you will have been of worth to society, value to your friends, and meaning and purpose to your family.  You will have achieved the most important thing in life that so few people do.  You will have made it count. 

THE END


OTHER BOOKS/RESOURCES TO CONSIDER

“Worthless – The Young Person’s Guide to Choosing the Right Major”

https://www.amazon.com/Worthless-Young-Persons-Indispensable-Choosing/dp/1467978302/

“Early Retirement Extreme”

https://www.amazon.com/Early-Retirement-Extreme-philosophical-independence-ebook/dp/B0046LU7H0/

“Poor Richard’s Retirement”

https://www.amazon.com/Poor-Richards-Retirement-Everyday-Americans/dp/154553909X/

“The Rational Male”

https://www.amazon.com/Rational-Male-Rollo-Tomassi/dp/1492777862/

“The Millionaire Next Door”

https://www.amazon.com/Millionaire-Next-Door-Surprising-Americas/dp/B0000547HR/

“Bachelor Pad Economics”

https://www.amazon.com/Bachelor-Pad-Economics-Financial-Advice/dp/1494463180/

“Meditations”

https://www.amazon.com/Meditations-Marcus-Aurelius/dp/1989201113/

Asshole Consulting

http://www.assholeconsulting.com
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