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Mini Planter
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What You’ll Need:

Oven-bake clay

X-Acto knife, clay knives

piece of wax paper

cutting board

and a rolling pin.

Instructions
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Roll your clay out about 1/4 of an inch thick and cut a long rectangle that is 10 inches long and 2 1/2 inches tall. Cut out a circle for the bottom of the planter that is 3 1/2 inches wide.



	
Place your long rectangle piece on top of your circle to create your sides. Roll thin "snakes" of clay to put on the inside bottom of the planter (where the walls meet the planter bottom). Use the clay knives to smooth out the clay snake between the crack to create a water-tight seal. Roll out more clay and cut out the design that will go on the sides of your planter.



	
Use a wooden skewer to poke 4 evenly spaced holes near the top of your planter. Bake your clay according to the package directions and let the planter cool. Tie two pieces of twine 
through the holes of the planter (tying each strand across from each other) and make a knot near the top of the strands so that you have a loop to hang the planter from.






Clay Pendant Lamp
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What You’ll Need:

air dry clay

paint pens

hanging light cord + bulb

Tools:

plastic cones

needle tool from pottery tool kit

rolling pin



Instructions

:

1. Get your hands messy! Using the rolling pin, roll out your air dry to make an oval shape.

2. Wrap the clay around the cone.

3. Using your needle tool flatten out the top of the clay cone to be even with the top of the plastic cone, and then shape the bottom. We rounded out the edges to make it look like it was two sheets of paper overlapping each other.

4. Wait for it to dry! We suggest waiting 10 hrs, removing it from the cone, and then letting it dry overnight for a total of 24 hours.

5. Once it is dry, decorate with paint pens. We created fun patterns like lines, dots, and triangles.

Just look at that bright shiny orange cone — it’s just waiting to be the mold for a lamp.
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Unwrap your clay and roll it out into an oval shape. We suggest 
pounding it out with your hand first, it will make it a lot easier to roll and you can get out some frustration.
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Time to dig through your garage to find those random orange cones! Once it is found and cleaned, wrap the clay around the cone.
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Using your needle tool create cross hatching marks on the faces where the clay will meet. This will help the clay stick together when drying.
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Time to clean this bad boy up and make it look like a real lamp shade. First even off the top of your clay cone using the needle tool. Next, trim the seam and along the back edge. You will want it to be a smooth diagonal line down the front and flow into a clean rounded curve along the back.

Use your fingertips to apply pressure to smooth out bumps in the clay.
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Alright, time for the boring part. You’ll need to let this dry for about 24 hours. We recommend letting it dry for about 10 hours and then taking it off the mold and allowing it to dry for another 10 more.
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Taking the clay cone off the traffic cone can be tricky. Some of ours slid right off and some we needed to cut the cone out with scissors. Do your best to squeeze and pull the plastic cone away from the clay without damaging the structure.
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Dry and get ready to paint (with paint pens of course)! We decorated using a simple triangle pattern. We created a confetti effect by drawing more triangles at the bottom and fewer at the top.

Très chic!
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If triangles aren’t your thing, try interesting lines. We created lines that mimicked the curves of the lamp shade. Lines with different weights give the pattern more pizzazz and dimension.

Oh polka dots. You never fail us. If you’re concerned about making the dots all the same size then ditch paint pen and grab acrylic paint and a Q-tip!
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Grab a hanging light cord from your local hardware store and get that lampshade set up to shine!

These pendant shades are great pieces to add a unique touch into any room. We went for a more minimal look by allowing the patterns to play into the curves of the clay. However, feel free to make it crazy with bright colors and bolder patterns.

Making three at once is not hard at all! What ties this trio together is the use of various shade of teal – which we love!


Clay Beads Necklace
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What You’ll Need:

air dry clay

acrylic paint

small and medium paintbrushes

leather cord


Instructions
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1. Make beads of different sizes with the clay and use the end of a small paintbrush to make the holes, let the beads dry completely. If you want to make the exact same necklace you will need to make 4 large beads, 5 medium beads, and 2 small beads.
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2. To make the coral paint, mix 2 parts of pink or crimson paint, 1 part of yellow and 1 part of white.
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3. A trick to hold the beads while painting is to stick them on a pencil.
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4. Now, use a small paintbrush to paint around the dots.
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5. Paint the rest of your beads with the different shades of coral and let the paint dry.

6. Thread the beads onto the cord and tie a knot at the end. And it's done!
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Love the finished look of this necklace, you can also change the colors to fit your style, I think it would also look great in turquoise if you want to give it a try.


Geometric Clay Necklace Pendant
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What You’ll Need:

air-dry clay (I used Crayola brand which is about $10 for a large tub)

exacto knife or other small sharp knife

long sewing pin or unbent paper clip

head pin (look in the jewelry making aisle)

needle nose pliers

optional: gold leafing kit

*NOTE: I made two pendants. One heart shaped one and one oval shaped one. I may switch between the pendant shapes a couple times in the tutorial pictures. Don’t let that throw you. The process is what I am showing you and it is the same regardless of pendant shape.

Instructions


	
STEP ONE: Form your pendant.
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Grab a piece of clay a bit larger than you want your finished pendant to be. We will be cutting away the excess later.
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Roll the piece of clay into a ball. Using the bottom of a cup or the palm of your hand, slightly flatten the ball into a disc. If you want to shape it a bit more at this point (like into a blob like heart) do so now. Do not shape it too much. Remember we will be cutting a lot of the exterior clay away.
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Slide the long sewing pin straight through the disc from top to 
bottom.

Be careful to keep the pin as straight as possible. If you mess up a few times, re-roll the disc into a ball and start over.

Once the pin is straight through, every so slightly wiggle the pin in a circular motion from EACH side. You are creating a tunnel for the head pin to go into later, so you want it large enough to fit the head pin in, but not too large that the head pin will pass right through and not support the weight of the pendant.


	
STEP TWO: Cut your pendant.
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Remove the pin and let the disc dry for about 8-10 hours. This may vary according to your climate and how big your pendant is. You want the clay to dry out and harden just enough that it isn’t easily 
pliable, but is soft enough to cut into.

It should be firm enough that when you go to cut it, it yields a nice clean slice and doesn’t squish at all under the pressure of your hand or the knife.
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Cut off pieces of clay with your exacto knife, sculpting your pendant as you go.

Once it looks how you want it to, let it completely dry. This will take about 2 days.

This is a great project that only requires a few minutes of your time at a time so you can squeeze in some crafting moments here and there through your day. It can also test your patience, �� but don’t rush it. Make sure the pendant is completely dry.



	
STEP THREE: Finishing steps.
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Now insert the head pin into the hole. You may want to score the opening one more time with your sewing pin to make sure all is in order.
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It will likely be kind of a tight fit. Your pliers should be able to help feed the head pin in if that is the case.
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You may end up damaging one end of the pendant as I did. Simply take your exacto knife and and “sand” down the edges with the blade.
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Trim back your head pin if needed and roll the end into a closed loop with your pliers.

You can stop here…or you can add some embellishment or color. I decided to gild my pendants with some gold leafing.
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I dabbed the pendant all over randomly with some adhesive (so I would get a mottled look) and then followed the instructions found in the gold leafing kit. My kit is Speedball brand and is from Michael’s. I only used the adhesive and sealant this time.

So I wouldn’t have to wait for one side to dry to finish the other, I pegged the pendants to some cork board. I angled the pin upward so the pendant would fall forward. This allowed both sides to dry simultaneously after applying the sealant.
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That’s it! Slide it onto a chain of your choosing and you’re set.
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You may be wondering about the fragility of the finished pendant. If you wait for it to fully dry it should be pretty sturdy. It is not unbreakable, but I made a few test pieces to throw down on the ground and they held up fine. I have also dropped these pendants onto the bathroom floor on accident, and they are still intact. Not 
bad for some kid crafting clay.

Colorful Clay Animal Heads
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What You’ll Need:

Air Dry Clay

Mini Square Canvas

Small twigs

Acrylic Paint

Paint Pens (gold, dark green, light green)

Hot Glue

Velcro Command Strips
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Instructions


	
Start by pulling up an image or two of animal heads on the 
internet to help create the basic shape of each animal, the deer, zebra and elephant.



	
Study the image and break it down into simple forms and shapes.



	
DEER - A log shape for the neck and an oblong circle for the head.



	
ELEPHANT - The basic shape of his head, then draw both ears. Last is the elephant nose and connecting it to the head.
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ZEBRA - A log like shape for the head with two small ears.
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Air dry clay typically takes around 24 hours to dry, but since these are more dense shapes they make take closer to two to three days to dry.



	
While the animal heads are drying out, begin working on the mounting canvas’.



	
Draw a simple mount shape on your mini canvas’ and then paint it in with black chalkboard paint. Season the mount once you have applied about three coats of paint for a nice thick look.



	
Each animal gets a base coat of spray paint. The elephant and deer received some gold spray paint love. The zebra got a dose of white (the clay dries white, but I just wanted to make sure it was white white).



	

I painted colorful stripes to the twigs (antler) with acrylic paint. Once those were dry, I hot glued them to the back of the deer head.
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Then using a dark green and light green paint pen, I gave the zebra some stripes. And with a white paint pen, the elephant got some polka dots.




	


Then, using simple Velcro Command strips, I
 
easily mounted these awesome Colorful Clay Animal heads to your wall!








Wall Planters
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What You’ll Need:

air dry clay (we used Crayola)

rolling pin

canvas about 18 x 24 inches

exacto blade

ceramic pin tool (available at art and craft stores)

sandpaper

craft or spray paint

tissue paper or newsprint and drawing paper

small sponge
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Instructions


	
First make yourself a pattern of the shape you want your plant pocket to be. Make two of the exact same shape by tracing your shape and then cut the top off of one in a nice 
rounded shape, that piece will serve as the front of your pocket. round and oval shapes work the best and they can be perfect or irregular, what ever you like
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Roll 2 balls of clay, the size of a fist, in between a folded piece of canvas until they are about 1/4 inch in thick. Note: rolling 
the clay on canvas will keep the clay from sticking to your work table and make it easier to pick up
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Cut out each pattern piece from your flattened clay with an exacto knife (clay is surprisingly easy to cut with a sharp 
blade)



	
Roll one coil of clay long enough to go around the bottom curve of your front pattern piece taking care to taper the ends a bit
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With the pin tool make score marks along all the edges that your two pieces will meet to form your pocket
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On your front piece attach the coil to the area that you have scored. Add a little water to the clay to help the coil stick to the other piece of clay, score the top of the attached coil as well



	
Cut a piece of drawing paper slightly smaller but in the same shape as your front pattern piece. It doesn’t need to be 
perfect just enough to cover the surface of the exposed clay inside the coil area. this will help keep your two clay pieces from touching when you join then and also help you keep the shape smooth
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With a sponge put a little water on the coil and the scored part of the other piece of clay



	
Crumple a little piece of newsprint or tissue paper and put it on the large flat piece of clay. This will help you create the shape of the pocket when you join the two pieces



	

Now you get to join your two pieces together! When you have them lined up so all the edges are in the right place pinch the 2 pieces together kind of like a pie crust




	

With your sponge smooth all the edges and surfaces. If your edge is a little bumpy from pinching it run the pin tool along it and take off any small pieces




	

Shape your pocket and put in extra tissue paper if necessary to keep it propped up while drying. After the clay has dried for an hour or so you can put your last finishing touches on the pocket shape and smooth it all out one last time
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after your clay is dry (time depends on climate conditions where you are, in Southern California we find it takes a day or two) you can smooth your pocket even more
 
with sandpaper. Use a medium grit first to take down any lumps or bumps and a fine grit to smooth before painting
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We used white spray paint and colored craft paint
 
to finish ours





	

But you can really do anything! Dots, stripes, all white, it’s up to you







	

Use a clear acrylic spray to seal your paint since you will probably need to water your plants, be sure to read all directions on paint dry time so your project stands the test of time.
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Lacey Clay Containers

[image: ]


What You’ll Need:

air-dry clay

rolling pin or brayer (I used sizing rings to make thickness uniformity easier)

lace (the thicker the better)

cutting blade

damp towel, optional

smooth surface or parchment paper

containers to act as molds

Instructions

[image: ]



	
Roll out the clay. Cut a circle for the base. Set it aside. (You might want to store it in a plastic baggie just to keep it from drying out.) Cut out a rectangle to the height you want and wide enough to wrap around the container you’re using for a mold.



	
On the rectangle, lay out the lace and roll with a rolling pin to make an impression.
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Then remove the lace.
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Wrap the rectangle around the container mold and use your fingers to connect the seam. The damp towel might be handy 
right now. Because the clay gets a little dried out while you work, use the towel to dampen the edges before connecting them. They will stick together better and more easily when if they are a little damp.
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Then place the base circle onto the cylinder. Again, use your fingers to connect the seam all the way around. The damp towel is good here too. For the circle dish, cut a circle and then lay in a dish of your desired shape. Use your fingers to gently press the clay circle into the dish form.







	
Allow the clay containers to dry according to the manufacturer’s directions. I found it best to leave the mold container in place until it’s dry, to make sure it doesn’t slump.



	
Remove the jars from the molds and then fill as you wish.
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