

[image: cover]




[image: images]





Container

SUCCULENTS

CREATIVE IDEAS FOR BEGINNERS

[image: images]

Kentaro Kuroda
 Ayako Eifuku

[image: images]





Contents

Preface

The Characteristics and Charms of Succulents

Chapter I

Making the Most of Succulents’ Individuality

Using Spreading Types

Using Types that Grow Vertically

Using Clumping Types

Using Trailing Types

Mixing Various Types

Bringing Types with Soft Textures Together

Bringing Popular Echeveria Together

Using only Sedums

Using only Haworthia

Planting Pots for the Pleasure of Changing Leaf Colors and Blooms

Sedum Pachyphyllum with its Adorable Yellow Blooms

The Beautiful Red and White of Crassula Radicans

Chapter II

The Charms of Various Styles of Group Plantings

Soft and Natural: A Basket of Succulents with Movement

Country Style: Colorful Succulents in a Plain Wooden Box

An Air Of Sophisticated Chic: Gray-Toned Succulents in a Pure White Pot

Gently Refreshing: A Green Cake Tin Holds Similarly-Hued Succulents

Antique Atmosphere: Chic Succulents in a Pedestal-Base Container

Tapestry Garden Style: Rosette-Form Succulents in a Basket

Gardening Style: Various Types of Succulents in a Watering Can

Pop Art Color: Succulents Bring Out the Colors of Empty Cans

Chapter III

Ideas for Group Plantings that Match their Surroundings

Reusing Empty Cans

Create Two Different Worlds by Lining Up Little Containers

A Collection of Mini Pots Made of Glass

A Collection of Chic Mini Pots

Group Plantings that Set Off a Pot’s Height

Using Deep Pots

Using Shallow Pots

A Colorful Symbol of Welcome for an Entrance Way

A Birdcage Becomes a Little Objet

Group Planting with Little Pieces of Bric-a-Brac

Group Planting in a Basket to Create a Miniature Garden

Using a Frame-Like Planter for a 3D Feel

A Colorful Wreath for a Tabletop

Creating a Wall Decoration from Cuttings

Creating a Bouquet from Cuttings

A Post-Bouquet Group Planting

Turning Cuttings into a Wreath for the Wall

Illustrated Reference Guide to Succulents

Column 1
 Other Ways to Enjoy Succulents: Planting with Flowers; Planting in the Ground

Column 2
 Handmade ‘Pots’ Make Group Planting More Fun!

Column 3
 Making the Base for a Popular Wreath

The Basics of Group Planting

The Basics of Group Planting for Succulents

Two Methods for Achieving Attractive Group Plantings

Preparing Seedlings to Suit the Planting Space Ideas for Attractive Soil Surfaces

Basic Knowledge

Essential Equipment for Group Plantings

Types of Pots

Types of Soil

Everyday Care for Growing Attractive Plants

Maintaining Plants’ Shape

Increasing Stock





[image: images]





Preface

Whenever someone asks us about succulents in the store, the conversation just goes on and on. There’s so much to say about the changing leaf colors and blooms of succulents, their maintenance, how to grow them, little tips on group plantings… we just want more and more people to enjoy spending time with succulents and to share in their many charms. It’s this shared passion that has grown into this book.

As succulents have small root systems and don’t require much water, little ornamental cups, everyday objects and even empty cans make fantastic pots for them. Even if they are small or shallow, as long as there is room for soil, they can be used for group plantings of succulents. We make novel discoveries nearly every day, and have incorporated them into the projects in this book.

One of our favorite works is the group planting around the letter F in a shallow planter box. We used only low-growing varieties to create the special look that only succulents can convey. For the wreaths and bouquets that so many people want to try making, we used plants grown from leaves and cuttings. They take some time and effort, but this particular kind of project—creating something from plants you’ve grown yourself—gives the added pleasure of starting from scratch to make something beautiful, alive and long lasting.

The significant hurdle of having to devote daily time to proper care doesn’t exist when it comes to succulents; part of their charm lies in how easy it is to grow them. There is pleasure in looking at them, growing them, choosing pots, creating group plantings, displaying them and more. Starting with a single pot, we hope that even beginners will discover the delights of spending time with succulents.

— Kentaro Kuroda and Ayako Eifuku





The Characteristics and Charms of Succulents

Cute and easy to grow
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Sturdy plants that cope well in dry harsh conditions

Originating mainly from southern Africa, the islands of Madagascar, Central and South America, these plants have evolved to suit harsh environments such as deserts with extremely low rainfall, barren plains with extreme differences in temperature from day to night, and so on.
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They thrive on little water

In order to cope in a dry environment, succulents have adapted to store water and nutrients in their leaves, stems and roots. For this reason, as long as they are in an environment with plenty of sunlight and where air circulates well, there is no need to worry too much about watering.
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Little time and effort required

If cultivated in similar conditions to their place of origin, succulents will grow slowly and only require repotting every one to two years. Further, they originate from places with poor soil, so basically do not require fertilizer.
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Easy to propagate

Save the cuttings when you prune. Remove leaves from the end and insert the stem into your potting soil. Or start a new plant from a leaf. Give the ends of the leaf a few days to dry, then lay the leaf on soil.
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Unique forms and a rainbow of colors

Succulents’ knowledge of how to store water and nutrients has resulted in their fleshy, individualistic leaves and stems. Chubby, soft, shiny… succulents are found in shapes and textures not seen in other plants. In shades ranging from delicate nuanced hues to dark reds and mottled patterns, there’s a variety of colors, too.
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A wealth of different varieties

It is said that there are more than 20,000 varieties of succulents, so their appeal never fades. With so many to choose from, the combinations are endless, and you can create all kinds of group plantings that highlight differences in form, color and texture.
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Vibrant changes of color

Succulents start changing color when the weather starts to get cooler, turning red and pink shades that are different from their spring to fall colors. The bigger the difference in temperature between day and night, the more attractive the display.
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Beautiful blooms

Another charm when it comes to succulents is that plants whose humorous appearance would seem to make it unimaginable can blossom with lovely, remarkable flowers. While some flower in spring, others have vivid blossoms in summer. If being displayed as cut flowers, they do not require water.
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No experience with succulents? No problem!

In this book, we will show you the tricks to showing off the shapes, colors and textures of succulents to maximum effect, making attractive group plantings easy and fun.



Creating simple group plantings that bring out the succulents’ individuality

Chapter I

(p.13 ~)

With their fleshy, unique leaves, succulents grow in a variety of ways and have textures and movement all of their own—there are spreading types, vertical growers, types that trail down, types that grow in clumps and others with fluffy textures. Here, we present tips to highlight succulents’ individual features, from choosing a pot to methods of planting.

Creating group plantings to highlight the charms of various styles

Chapter II

(p.35 ~)

The combination of the pot and succulents is crucial to achieving your envisaged creation. Here we provide advice on how to create stylish, appealing group plantings by choosing pots in mediums, colors, shapes, textures and so on to complement succulents’ individual features. Take hints from the works featured to bring your own group planting visions to life—and have fun doing it!

Objets, wreaths and other ideas to suit your display areas

Chapter III

(p.53 ~)

As succulents are hardy plants that can grow in little soil, the choice of pots and containers in which to grow them is practically endless. From objets that sit alongside knick knacks to miniature pots to decorate interiors, large plants for an entrance way to wreaths and bouquets made from cuttings, this chapter is full of ideas for how to grow succulents to suit the place they will be displayed.


How to use this book
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The Basics of Group Planting for Succulents

When creating a group planting, decide on the main plant to start. Next, choose the surrounding plants, keeping the overall balance in mind. To start off, as a basic principle, choose three plants—one small, one medium and one large—and plant them so each of their ‘faces’ is visible. This is a combination that is easy even for beginners to put together.




You will need

[image: images]



① Succulent seedlings (three varieties)

② Unglazed ceramic pot (size 4.5)

③ Mesh to line pot base

④ Stones for pot base

⑤ Potting mix for succulents

* For details about soil and pots, please refer to p92-93.


What to prepare before planting

Decide which plant will be the main feature and choose other plants to complement it.

[image: images]

Main plant: ‘Perle von Nurnberg’ (left)
 Surrounding plants: Chihuahuensis (center)
 Pallida (right)




Basic planting method
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Cover hole in pot base with mesh and line base with stones to about 1/5 of the pot’s height.
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Position the three varieties of succulent in the pot, visualizing the final result as you work.
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Pour in soil to about halfway up the pot. Lightly brush soil from the sides of the Dragon’s Blood roots, taking care not to touch the ends of the roots.
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Plant succulents in the pot, starting from the back. Decide on plant’s height above ground, then gently fill in soil, leaving about ½” (1.5 cm) of watering space.
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Next, plant the succulent to the left of the main plant. If you are right-handed, turn the pot 180 degrees clockwise to make it easier.
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Plant the remaining succulent to complete the planting and water in, avoiding getting water on the leaves. Water until excess runs out from the base of the pot.




Things to watch for when planting

• After planting, if you pack the soil in too firmly it will result in poor drainage. It is fine just to press it in lightly.

• If the stems and leaves are covered in soil, they may rot, so take care not to add in too much soil.
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Two Methods for Achieving Attractive Group Plantings

There are two ways of achieving attractive group plantings: carefully displaying the form of each succulent in the planting, or going for a more natural look. Decide which of these you are aiming for before beginning in order to easily achieve a pot you’ll be proud of.




1

If highlighting the form of each succulent, leave space between plants

[image: images]

When using individualistic varieties such as the flower-like Echeveria with its overlapping leaves or the Haworthia with its translucent look, it is best to leave some space around each plant. This allows the attractive form of each succulent to be shown to best effect. Making the gaps between each plant the same size or altering them so that some are larger than others creates different looks.




2

Plant densely for a natural, integrated look.

[image: images]

Planting succulents close to one another allows them to blend in together and makes for a natural look. There are two tricks behind doing this well. The first is to thin down the roots (see p12) and use them to fill in gaps. The other is to position plants at an angle. Planting so that height forms at the center of the pot and rounds down towards the edges makes for an attractive silhouette, while allowing trailing varieties to spill over the edges integrates plants with the pot and creates vibrancy.


Hints for care

If succulents are planted close together, air around them does not circulate well and the plants may moulder easily. Once they have grown a bit, prune them to improve air flow (see p95).
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Preparing Seedlings to Suit the Planting Space

There are two ways to get around plants being too big for the space in which they are to be planted. Try to master dividing stock and — crucial for dense planting — thinning down roots.




Dividing stock

When plants are too large for the space in which they are to be planted, divide them before planting. Simply use both hands to gently separate them.

[image: images]

The plant removed from the pot. The plant in the photo is Sedum rubrotinctum.
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Hold the root clump in both hands and divide where the roots separate naturally. Work slowly and gently.
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The clump divided into three. Work according to the plant’s size and the space in that you are wanting to plant.




DON’T: Holding the stem or leaves and pulling with too much force will tear them




Thinning plants

Use this method to break down the root clump when planting densely. The roots will become fine and long, allowing most plants to fit into narrow spaces.

[image: images]

The plant removed from the pot. The plant in the photo is Mini Bell.
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Hold the root clump and gently rub off soil, drawing out the roots as you go. Make sure not to touch the ends of the roots too much.




[image: images]

The thinned down roots after the soil has been brushed off. Thinning and drawing out the roots makes dense planting easier.




DON’T: Taking too much off the lower parts of the roots will make the plant unstable and difficult to plant, so start off with as little as possible and gradually take away more if needed.
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Ideas for Attractive Soil Surfaces

Decorating the surface of the soil makes it easier to achieve the finish you want. Think of it as accessorizing and enjoy making it suit the overall look. Try using bark chips, compost and so on.




Pumice stone (large pieces)

[image: images]

For evoking a dry atmosphere, pumice stone is invaluable. Various looks can be created by using stones of different sizes and colors. White stones give a clean impression.




Akadama soil (fine grain)

[image: images]

Potting medium that contains a mix of soils comes in various colors. This soil is effective in creating a natural, simple look.




Spanish moss (preserved)

[image: images]

Use in such a way as to create a breezy, light effect that changes depending on the color of the moss. It can be watered.







Chapter I

[image: images]

Making the Most of Succulents’ Individuality

Succulents come in a wealth of varieties, each with their own particular appeal. Some spread out, others wend their way upwards and still other types have fluffy textures. Discover which plants work best together as you create group plantings that bring out each succulent’s individual characteristics.

 

Using Spreading Types

The compact form of succulents that spread as they grow gives an attractive finish to a planting when positioned to spill over the edge of a pot. Use an established plant for a more natural effect. Rather than planting only one type, enjoy the subtle expression created by combining different varieties with similar features to present as one plant.

[image: images]
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Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum ‘Little Gem’ (p89)

[image: images] Remota (p89)

You will need

Unglazed pot, diameter 4¾” (12 cm), height 3¾” (9.5 cm).




[image: images]

Use both hands to spread ‘Little Gem’ out flat. Plant so it spills over the edge of the pot (1), keeping in mind that it should look like it is encircling the Remota once it is planted.




[image: images]

Plant Remota where space remains, leaving no gaps between Remota and the ‘Little Gem’ planted in step 1 to give the look of a single plant and achieve an attractive finish (2).

TIP: This type of planting suits Sedums and other succulents that are identical in form and size but vary in depth of color, allowing for different effects.



 

Using Types that Grow Vertically

Slender succulents that grow vertically have attractive silhouettes and work well when grouping plants of different heights. When planting, the basic rule is to use them as the core element and position them at the back of the group. As they emphasize vertical lines, they create a gorgeous impression. For beginners, group planting is made easy by choosing varieties with similarly shaped leaves.
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Succulents used

(right)

[image: images] Kalanchoe orgyalis (p90)

[image: images] Kalanchoe bracteata (p90)

[image: images] Kalanchoe millotii (p91)

(left)

[image: images] Sedum adolphi (p84)

[image: images] Crassula rogersii c v. (p91)



You will need

Enamel bowl, diameter 6” (15 cm), height 3” (7.5 cm)

Enamel cup, diameter 3½” (8.5 cm), height 3¼” (8 cm)

* As there is no hole in the base, apply a medium to prevent root decay.

Pumice stone, large pieces


Right/enamel bowl

[image: images]

Begin by planting Kalanchoe orgyalis, the core of the group, at the back (1). Next, plant the medium-height Kalanchoe bracteata to the right (2). Finish by planting the shortest plant, Kalanchoe millotii.




Left/enamel cup

[image: images]

After planting Sedum adolphi (1), plant the shorter Crassula rogersii c v. to the right (2). Planting taller varieties first makes things easier. Finally, strew pumice stones across the surface of the soil to complete the planting.




[image: images]

Plant Kalanchoe millotii at the front (3). To finish, strew pumice stones over the soil surface. This creates a clean look for displaying indoors

TIP: The leaves of Kalanchoe orgyalis are different in color on the top and reverse. Kalanchoe bracteata and Kalanchoe millotii have been selected to match the gray of the underside of the leaves.



 

Using Clumping Types

There’s something quirky and solid about compact, clumping succulents, which grow in a carefree manner by propagating offspring (or pups) around the parent plant. Group plantings that make use of their irregular forms look just like puzzles. Leaving space between each plant allows their outlines to be highlighted and makes for a composition with plenty of character. The angle at which they are planted also changes the overall mood.

[image: images]


Top/large pink pot

[image: images]

This image shows the eye-catching purple of Pachyveria ‘Blue Mist’ positioned at the back right, with x Graptoveria ‘A Grim One’ also planted (1, 2). Follow this by planting Echeveria elegans, x Graptopetalum and x Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert’ in that order (3–5).




Bottom/small pink pot

[image: images]

Plant x Graptopetalum mendozae at the left rim of the pot, then Crassula ‘Ivory Pagoda’ (1, 2). Follow this with Echeveria ‘Iria’ (3), leaving some gaps for an attractive finish.




Center/blue

[image: images]

Pachyphytum ‘Momobijin’ planted at the back with Sinocrassula densirosulata planted to run counter-clockwise (1, 2). Follow this with Sedum morganianum and Sinocrassula densirosulata in that order (3, 4). Using small plants to build density tightens up the composition.




[image: images]

Line up pink and blue pots in alternating sizes planted with different types of clumping succulents for an attractive, rhythmical interior display.
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Succulents used

(top)

[image: images] Pachyveria ‘Blue Mist (p84)

[image: images] X Graptoveria ‘A Grim One’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria elegans (p82)

[image: images] X Graptopetalum mendozae (p86)

[image: images] X Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert’ (p85)

(center)

[image: images] Pachyphytum ‘Momobijin’ (p83)

[image: images] Sinocrassula densirosulata (p86)

[image: images] Sedum morganianum (p87)

(bottom)

[image: images] X Graptopetalum mendozae (p86)

[image: images] Crassula ‘Ivory Pagoda’ (p83)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Iria’ (p86)

You will need

Top: earthenware pot, diameter 6” (15 cm), height 2¼” (6 cm)

Center, bottom: earthenware pot, diameter 3½” (9 cm), height 2” (5 cm)

* As there is no hole in the base, apply a medium to prevent root rot.

TIP: Varieties with tinges of pink have been chosen for the pink pot, while mainly pastel green shaded plants have been used in the blue pot.



 

Using Trailing Types

Varieties that grow by extending their branches can be used to create a stylish, natural look if planted in hanging containers and allowed to trail out, thereby playing up their length. One type planted by itself has the tendency to appear dull, so plant several varieties in different colors for an attractive, nuanced composition.

[image: images]
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Succulents used

[image: images] Senecio rowleyanus f. variegata (p88)

[image: images] Ceropegia woodii c v. (p88)

You will need:

Hanging pot, diameter 3¾” (9.5 cm), height 4” (10 cm)




[image: images]

Trailing types are often sold with their branches wound around them in a compact form (see photo at right). Before planting, unwind the branches so they trail freely.




[image: images]

Hanging pots are unstable, so when planting, place in a slightly larger pot to prevent it moving around and make planting easier.




[image: images]

Divide the pot roughly into two and plant Senecio rowleyanus f. variegata in the front half (1) so that the branches trail out over the front of the pot.




[image: images]

Plant Ceropegia woodii c v. at the back of the pot (2). As you hang the pot and make final adjustments, wind Ceropegia woodii c v. around Senecio rowleyanus f. variegata to create an integrated look.

TIP: Variegated varieties are best planted next to varieties with dark green foliage. This brings out the beauty of both plants.



 

Mixing Various Types

The advantage of mixing different varieties in a group planting is that each plant brings out the individual character of the other. In this planting, trailing types, clumping types and vertically growing types are used. Positioning the trailing type at the back and bringing its foliage to trail forward brings a natural air with the suggestion of movement to the little composition.

[image: images]
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Succulents used

(top)

[image: images] Othonna capensis (p88)

[image: images] Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata (p84)

[image: images] Crassula rupestris f. (p84)

(top)

[image: images] Sedum morganianum (p87)

[image: images] Pachyphytum longifolium (p89)

[image: images] Sedum nussbaumerianum (p85)

You will need:

Two boxes, width 3” (7.5 cm), length 3” (7.5 cm), height 2” (5 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base




Right/box 1

[image: images]

Plant the trailing Othonna capensis in the back left corner (1) so that it flows out from the pot.




[image: images]

Plant the trailing Sedum morganianum in the back left corner so that it spills over the pot (1), with the clumping Pachyphytum longifolium at the front (2). Finally, plant the vertically growing Sedum nussbaumerianum (3).




[image: images]

Bring forward the trailing stems of the Othonna capensis planted in the back left corner to intertwine with the stems of Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata for a natural finish.




[image: images]

As in 3, bring the trailing stems of Othonna capensis to intertwine with the stems of Crassula rupestris f. planted on the right to the side to bring movement to the side of the composition.




Left/box 2

[image: images]

Plant the clumping Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata in front of Othonna capensis (2) and add the vertically growing Crassula rupestris f. (3). The pink tones next to the yellow flowers brings out their color.

TIP: Planting a trailing succulent in the back left corner with a low-growing, clumping plant in front of it and a vertically growing type on the right side creates a balanced look.



 

Bringing Types with Soft Textures Together

Oval in shape and covered in fluffy white hairs, these succulents’ leaves are just like rabbit ears. There are differences in color and pattern even between plants of the same type, which is how to recognize the different varieties. Something they do have in common is their grayish, mature appearance. Paired with a tasteful pot, they create a relaxed impression.

[image: images]
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Succulents used

[image: images] Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’ (p91)

[image: images] Kalanchoe eriophylla (p91)

[image: images] Kalanchoe tomentosa (p91)

[image: images] Kalanchoe tomentosa f. nigromarginatas (p90)

You will need:

Tin container (antique), diameter 4½” (11 cm), height 2¾” (7 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base

Akadama, fine grain

Decorative toothpicks




[image: images]

Plant Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’ slightly away from the edge of the pot (1). Leave some distance between the succulents and the edges of the pot on purpose to highlight the fluffiness of the plants.




[image: images]

Plant large and small specimens of Kalanchoe eriophylla next to each other behind Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’ (2, 3), with small plants at the front. Plant Kalanchoe tomentosa to the right side of Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’ (4).




[image: images]

Plant first Kalanchoe tomentosa f. nigromarginatas, then Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’ (5, 6), with Kalanchoe tomentosa at the back (7).




[image: images]

Plant Kalanchoe tomentosa, then Kalanchoe tomentosa f. nigromarginatas to complete the planting (8, 9). It’s fun to plant the shorter seedlings at the front so that when the pot is viewed front-on, all the varieties and their differences can be seen at once.




[image: images]

To finish, strew akadama soil lightly over the entire surface to further highlight the dry look particular to the Dragon’s Blood fluffy texture. Finally, position decorative toothpicks in the arrangement.

TIP: It is usual for Kalanchoe tomentosa to have black markings on its white furry covering, but many variations are available.



 

Bringing Popular Echeveria Together

There are many varieties of Echeveria, which have layers of leaves that form a rosette shape and are available in a wealth of sizes and leaf colors. However, as their form is so similar, if planting them in a group it is best to combine large and small sizes to create variety. Furthermore, when planting, leave some space around them so that their form can be seen clearly.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Laurinze’ (p82)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Huthspinke’ (p82)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Domingo’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Iria’ (p86)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Alba’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria mexensis zalagosa (p91)

You will need:

Colander, diameter 8¾” (22 cm), height 4½” (11 cm)

* Remove handles from colander




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria ‘Laurinze’(1) followed by Echeveria ‘Huthspinke’ (2). When you have large plants, it is easiest to plant them before smaller ones.




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria ‘Domingo,’ then plant Echeveria ‘Iria’ diagonally across (3, 4). Plant the mini ‘Albas’ in front (5). Finally, plant Echeveria mexensis zalagosa to complete the composition (3, 4).

TIP: A cohesive look has been created by choosing plants in pale, silvery colors to suit the colander that is being used in place of a pot.



 

Using only Sedums

With their adorable little leaves and wealth of varieties, Sedums are a popular choice. They grow by spreading and lengthening their branches, so choose a tall pot and let the long branches trail over the edges for a natural look. If using more than two varieties, the trick to achieving an attractive result is to plant the different varieties next to each other and entwine the branches in a casual manner.

[image: images]
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Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum oryzifolium (p88)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi f. variegata (p89)

* Divide all of these plants (p12)

You will need:

Top: tin container, diameter 3¼” (8 cm), height 2¾” (7 cm)

Bottom: tin container, diameter 6” (15 cm), height 4¾” (12 cm)

* Use a compote-shaped container on the bottom with a cup made of similar material stacked on top.

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base




[image: images]

Divide one pot of Sedum makinoi f. variegata into three, in a ratio of 2:2:1 (Two large parts to one small part.) Divide Sedum oryzifolium in the same way.




[image: images]

Loosen the roots of the Sedum oryzifolium that was divided in step 1 into large parts, spreading them out horizontally so that they sit flat. Do the same for the Sedum makinoi f. variegata that was divided into large parts and plant in the lower container.




[image: images]

Firstly, plant Sedum oryzifolium so that it spreads out horizontally (1). Then plant Sedum makinoi f. variegata (2) and entwine it with Sedum oryzifolium for an integrated look.




[image: images]

As per 3, plant Sedum oryzifolium and Sedum makinoi f. variegata (3, 4). In the upper container, plant the remaining Sedum makinoi f. variegata and Sedum oryzifolium and blend them together (5, 6).

TIP: If allowed to grow too densely and spill over the side of the pot, the composition will look awkward, so prune the sedums before they cover the pot in order to maintain the shape.



 

Using only Haworthia

With their translucent leaf surfaces, Haworthia certainly make an impression. These translucent sections are called “windows,” and it is through these that the plant absorbs light. Originally growing in such places as under cliffs, Haworthia do not cope well with direct sunlight. As they like indoor environments or semi-shaded places outside, a group planting comprising solely Haworthia makes care easy.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Haworthia cuspidata (p86)

[image: images] Haworthia cymbiformis f. gracilidelineata (p86)

[image: images] Haworthia fasciata f. variegata (p83)

[image: images] Haworthia c v. (p86)

You will need:

Unglazed pot, diameter 7” (18 cm), height 5½” (13.5 cm)

Akadama, fine grain




[image: images]

Plant Haworthia cuspidata (p86) in the back right of the pot (1), then plant Haworthia cymbiformis f. gracilidelineata on the left side (2). For right-handed people, it is easier to work by planting counterclockwise.




[image: images]

Plant Haworthia fasciata f. variegata at the front left of the pot (3). Finally, plant Haworthia c v. (p86) (4). Planting large, tall plants at the back with small, shorter plants at the front creates good balance.




[image: images]

Strew ornamental akadama soil over the surface of the planting to complete. Simply changing the color of the soil surface lends a clean, dry air to the arrangement.

TIP: While positioning plants with short ones at the front, getting taller towards the back, add interest by positioning varieties with different leaf colors and shapes next to each other.



 

Planting Pots for the Pleasure of Changing Leaf Colors and Blooms

Sedum Pachyphyllum with its Adorable Yellow Blooms

The plumply swollen, pale green leaves of this variety turn crimson at the tips as fall progresses, a sweet blush that varies from subtle to vivid. The gently wending branches blossom with pretty little yellow flowers, but it takes a while from when they start to grow until flowers form, allowing them to be enjoyed for a long time.


[image: images]

Succulents used

Sedum Pachyphyllum (p84)

You will need:

Unglazed pot, diameter 5½”
 (13.5 cm), height 5” (12.5 cm)

Pumice stone (large pieces)




[image: images]

When the Sedum Pachyphyllum has been planted, lay pumice stone down to conceal the soil surface and match it to the color of the pot, giving the impression of lightness.

TIP: Trim off branches that have grown too long and use them as cuttings to make planting easy. Take note that this plant is not suited to being grown from a leaf.



 

The Beautiful Red and White of Crassula Radicans

When this plant changes color, the leaves and stems turn deep red, just like coral. The long, vigorous flower stems are also red, but the blossoms are white! The flamboyant contrast is particular to Crassula radicans. In order to fully appreciate its charm, choosing the right pot is vital. An empty can painted green creates a feeling of movement.


[image: images]

Succulents used

Crassula radicans (p91)

You will need:

Empty can, diameter 5½” (13.5 cm), height 5” (12.5 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base




[image: images]

If the plant and the can are roughly the same size, loosen the roots a little before planting. Use a chopstick to poke soil all the way to the bottom and tap the base of the can on a table to shake it down.

TIP: If the pot is more than double the size of the plant, it will retain too much water and can lead to the roots mouldering, so keep this in mind when planting.








[image: images]

Other Ways to Enjoy Succulents:
 Planting with Flowers; Planting in the Ground

As succulents like dry environments, if they are planted with other plants, care can be difficult, so the basic rule is to plant groups of succulents together. However, depending on their variety, they can be grouped with flowering plants or planted in the ground. The most suited to this are the low-growing, cold-resistant sedums. In this arrangement, in order to bring out the hyacinths as the main feature, three types of Sedum have been planted as ground cover. However, flowering plants such as pansies are vigorous growers and spread out horizontally, quickly covering up the sedums, so are not recommended for this kind of group planting. If you use succulents as plants for ground cover, you’ll marvel at their strength. Even if the parts above ground wither when hit by the cold of winter, once spring comes they will bud. Have fun experimenting with various ways to plant them.


[image: images] As ground cover plants

[image: images]

Sedum selskianum covers the gaps between garden paving stones. Sedum spurium ‘Dragon’s Blood’ and Sedum oryzifolium are also recommended as ground cover plants (all on p88).




[image: images] Planted with flowering bulbs

[image: images]

As they require only infrequent watering, bulbs work extremely well with succulents. In particular, tall, straight hyacinth and narcissus are set off beautifully by succulents around their base.




[image: images]

Sedum album ‘Coral Carpet’ and Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ (both p88) and Sedum lineare variegate are planted around the base of the bulbs. Allowed to trail out of the pot, they make for a memorable arrangement.









Chapter II

[image: images]

The Charms of Various Styles of Group Plantings

While some group plantings take their style cues from pots and containers, others take the individual characteristics of succulents as their starting points. Fresh and breezy, perhaps, or chic—all kinds of group plantings are possible depending on how you match containers with succulents. These are sure to be arrangements you’ll want to show off.

 

Soft and Natural: A Basket of Succulents with Movement

The trick to creating a natural group planting is to avoid bold varieties with too much impact and instead choose succulents with small leaves but interesting colors and forms. Use plants whose branches have grown somewhat in order to add movement and horizontal cover. This said, if the whole arrangement is soft and airy, it dramatically loses its appeal. Simply adding one variety with a clearcut form as an accent makes for a striking end result.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum ostorare (p87)

[image: images] Crassula atropurpurea var. watermeyeri (p89)

[image: images] Sedum burrito (p87)

[image: images] Sedum rubens (p87)

[image: images] Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’ (p88)

[image: images] Aeonium decorum f. variegata (p82)

* Divide Sedum ostorare and Sedum rubens (see p12)

You will need:

Basket with handles, width 8” (20 cm), length 4½” (11 cm), height 3½” (9 cm)

* Height including handles is 6” (15 cm)

Plastic sheet




[image: images]

As for step 1 on p47, make drainage holes in the plastic sheet that forms the base of the arrangement and spread it over the basket. Pour in stones and soil and trim the plastic sheet to match the edges of the basket.




[image: images]

On the left edge, plant Sedum ostorare, then Crassula atropurpurea var. watermeyeri to look as if the ends of their branches were jumping out of the basket (1, 2). Plant Sedum burrito so that it leans from the back towards the front (3)




[image: images]

Plant Sedum rubens at the front near the handles, with Sedum ostorare at the back (4, 5). Make use of the sense of movement that Sedum ostorare evokes to integrate plants so that the arrangement doesn’t become divided into left and right around the handles.




[image: images]

Plant Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’ at the right front and trail it over the edges of the basket, then plant Aeonium decorum f. variegata at the right side as an accent (6, 7).




[image: images]

Plant Sedum rubens and Sedum ostorare (8, 9). After planting Sedum ostorare at the back (5, 9) bring its branches to the front and side, winding them through the other succulents to create movement.




[image: images]

The finished arrangement viewed from the front. Create an overall rounded form, making use of the movement in the branches and trailing them from the center down over the sides for a natural looking group planting.

TIP: If using a rattan basket, lay a plastic sheet with drainage holes over it, as planting directly into the basket will cause it to decay.



 

Country Style: Colorful Succulents in a Plain Wooden Box

This diorama-like group planting evokes the remote countryside of Mexico. As each single plant plays an important role in describing the scenery, make sure to choose varieties and individual plants with character. Paying attention to ‘Dragon’s Blood’ leaf shape, posture and so on and making use of space results in a group planting with a sense of drama.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Spruce Oliver’ (p82)

[image: images] Sedum nussbaumerianum (p85)

[image: images] Crassula fusca (p83)

[image: images] Crassula ovata ‘Hobbit’ (p83)

[image: images] Portulacaria afra var. variegata (p87)

[image: images] Crassula lycopodioid var. pseudolycopodi (p90)

[image: images] Cotyledon elisae (p83)

[image: images] Echeveria mexensis zalagosa (p91)

[image: images] Bergeranthus multiceps (p89)

[image: images] Sedum album ‘Coral Carpet’ (p88)

[image: images] Sedum brevifolium (p89)

* ‘Coral Carpet’ and brevifolium must be divided (see p12).

You will need:

Wooden box with partitions, width 8” (20 cm), length 10” (25 cm), height 3¼” (8 cm)

Stewartia monadelpha seedpods

Two metal tags as ornaments




[image: images]

As it is tall and has a symbolic presence, plant Echeveria ‘Spruce Oliver’ first (1, 2). Plant to set off the angle of the branches in order to build atmosphere.




[image: images]

Next, plant the varieties with gaudy colors: plant the Sedum nussbaumerianum that changes to yellow and the Crassula fusca that turns red towards the front (3, 4) as accents in the composition.




[image: images]

Plant Crassula ovata ‘Hobbit’ at the back, then in the next row forward plant Portulacaria afra var. variegata and Crassula lycopodioid var. pseudolycopodi. In the row in front of that, plant Crassula lycopodioid var. pseudolycopodi (5–8). Plant Cotyledon elisae on the right of Crassula fusca (9).




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria mexensis zalagosa to the left of Crassula fusca, with Bergeranthus multiceps at the very front (10, 11). Following this, intersperse the spreading ‘Coral Carpet’ and brevifolium through the arrangement (12–15).




[image: images]

Add the two ornamental tags and strew the Stewartia monadelpha seedpods across the entire arrangement. Vary the amount, putting only a few in some areas and a lot in others, for a dynamic effect.

TIP: Plant Sedum album ‘Coral Carpet’ and Sedum brevifolium so they spill over the partitions in order to create an integrated look.



 

An Air of Sophisticated Chic: Gray-Toned Succulents in a Pure White Pot

The pure white of the pot sets off the beauty of the succulents’ gray leaves, which are attractively tinged with the color brought on by the cold of late fall. Using plants that have been allowed to grow unrestrained adds a feeling of movement to an otherwise serene world. Position plants so that similar colors are not next to each other for a finished result with contrast and depth of expression.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum muscoideum (p87)

[image: images] Crassula ‘Jade Necklace’ (p87)

[image: images] Sedum prolifera (p86)

[image: images] Crassula volkensii (p88)

[image: images] Sedum ref lexum ‘Chameleon’ (p87)

[image: images] Sedum burrito (p87)

[image: images] Crassula pruinosa (p87)

[image: images] Crassula conjuncta (p87)

* Divide all plants except Sedum ref lexum ‘Chameleon’

You will need:

White iron container, width 12” (30 cm), length 2¾” (7 cm), height 3½” (9 cm)




[image: images]

As this arrangement uses plants that are somewhat established, they need to be divided. Hold the plant at the base and divide gently so as not to damage the roots. The finer the roots, the more care is needed.




[image: images]

From left, plant Sedum muscoideum, Crassula ‘Jade Necklace,’ Sedum prolifera so they are lying flat, leaning to the front left (1–3). It’s important to get the balance right when it comes to the amount of foliage hanging out from the edge of the pot.




[image: images]

Lean Crassula volkensii, Sedum ref lexum ‘Chameleon’ and Sedum muscoideum to the left and plant Sedum burrito on the diagonal at the front (4–7). Plant Sedum muscoideum to surround Sedum burrito.




[image: images]

Plant Sedum burrito so it leans to the left (16), then plant Crassula volkensii (17). As the composition nears completion, it gets harder to plant, so dig deep into the soil in order for roots to be firmly planted in.




[image: images]

Plant Sedum muscoideum, Crassula pruinosa, Crassula conjuncta and Crassula ‘Jade Necklace’ so they lean to the left (12–15). Increase the angle of planting so that plants are nearly horizontal towards the edge in order to achieve a natural finish.




[image: images]

Plant Crassula ‘Jade Necklace,’ Crassula pruinosa and Crassula conjuncta, followed by Sedum prolifera (8–11). As these plants form the center section (which is the highest) plant them so they stand up straight.

TIP: Rather than having the center of the planting (the highest point) in the center of the pot, place it a little to the right to create a relaxed, unconstrained impression.



 

Gently Refreshing: A Green Cake Tin Holds Similarly-Hued Succulents

Pale green color isn’t enough to create a refreshed feeling; it’s vital to mix dark and light shades that serve to set each other off. To create a group planting that you’ll never get tired of looking at, it’s important to add variety by using plants of different sizes and with different leaf shapes and so on, even though they are similar shades of color. Large plants and low-growing plants alternate in this arrangement to create height differences.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Kalanchoe scapigera (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria globosa (p85)

[image: images] Sedeveria ‘Superbrow’ (p87)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi (p89)

[image: images] Sedum selskianum (p88)

[image: images] Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria spectabilis (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ (p82)

[image: images] Sedum oryzifolium (p88)

* Divide Sedum selskianum (see p12)

* Thin down all plant stock (see p12)

You will need:

Antique cake tin, diameter 6” (15 cm), height 3¼” (8 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base




[image: images]

When mixing varieties of different sizes, deciding on placement is particularly important. Make a rough decision on where to plant the large plants: Echeveria globosa, Echeveria ‘Peach Pride,’ Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ and Sedeveria ‘Superbrow’.




[image: images]

From the left edge, plant Kalanchoe scapigera, Echeveria globose and Sedeveria ‘Superbrow’ on an angle so that the tips of their branches are directed outwards (1–3).




[image: images]

Plant Sedum makinoi and Sedum selskianum so they hang over the edge of the pot (4, 5). On the inner edge, plant Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ so it leans over towards the front (6).




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria spectabilis and Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ (7, 8). For an effective result in the overall composition, make sure to plant low-growing plants next to large ones to create height difference and check that colors tie in well with each other.




[image: images]

Turn the pot around and plant Sedum selskianum so it brims over the edge of the pot (9) and plant Sedum oryzifolium in the remaining gaps to complete (10).

TIP: If the trailing branches of Sedum makinoi planted at the center front are allowed to tangle up with those of their neighbors, the effect of movement will make for a more natural look.



 

Antique Atmosphere: Chic Succulents in a Pedestal-Base Container

Trailing types of succulents planted in a pot that has some height creates an air of elegance. Varieties of different colors and that tail in different ways are combined to alternate with non-trailing succulents, making for a stylish result. Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ adds an accent within a chic color palette, with Crassula rupestris cv. and other succulents in pale tones positioned for a composition of light and shade.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum spurium ‘Dragon’s Blood’ (p88)

[image: images] Senecio rowleyanus (p88)

[image: images] Pachyphytum hookeri (p85)

[image: images] Crassula schmidtii (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ (p82)

[image: images] Crassula rupestris cv. (p87)

[image: images] Senecio herreanus (p88)

[image: images] Crassula volkensii (p88)

* Divide ‘Dragon’s Blood,’ Crassula schmidtii and Crassula rupestris cv. (see p12)

* Thin down all plant stock (see p12)

You will need:

Goblet-shaped container (with hole), diameter 6¼” (16 cm), height 8¼” (21 cm)

* As the container is quite deep, fill it to half way with stones to improve drainage




[image: images]

Plant Sedum spurium ‘Dragon’s Blood’ and Senecio rowleyanus to lean outwards (1, 2). Plant Pachyphytum hookeri on a slightly diagonal angle to match them (3).




[image: images]

Plant Crassula schmidtii and Sedum spurium ‘Dragon’s Blood’ so they also face outwards (4, 5). Used to create accent, plant Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ on an angle so that the front of it leans outwards (6).




[image: images]

Plant Crassula rupestris cv. behind Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ to create height variation (7). Create height in the center that gets lower towards the edges so that when the pot is viewed from the side, the planting looks like a semi-circle.




[image: images]

Turn the pot so that the position in which you are planting the succulents is directly in front of you. To the right of Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills,’ plant Senecio herreanus on an angle so the branches trail out.




[image: images]

Plant Crassula volkensii and Crassula schmidtii (9, 10), then fill in any gaps with Crassula rupestris cv., planting it on an angle so it leans outwards (11) to complete the composition.

TIP: When planting many plants in a dense grouping, right-handed people should work from the left side and plant in an anti-clockwise direction to make planting easier.



 

Tapestry Garden Style: Rosette-Form Succulents in a Basket

Just like a tapestry garden, this group planting uses only small varieties with rosette-like foliage, planted as if painting a picture. Seven types of rosette formations are positioned around Graptopetalum ‘Bronze,’ but even within the same variety, plants of different heights have been used for an increased sense of presence. Sedum varieties look best when kept within the basket rather than being allowed to spill out over the edges.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria pulidonis (p82)

[image: images] Echeveria globosa (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria mexensis zalagosa (p91)

[image: images] Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ (p91)

[image: images] x Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Iria’ (p86)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ (p82)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ (p88)

[image: images] Crassula turrita (p83)

[image: images] Crassula ‘David’ (p89)

* Divide Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea,’ Crassula turrita and Crassula ‘David’ (see p12)

You will need:

Basket, width 8” (20 cm), length 6” (15 cm), height 3¼” (8 cm)

Spanish moss (preserved)

Plastic sheet




[image: images]

Cut plastic sheet to match the size of the basket (base and sides) and make drainage holes 1–1½” (3–4 cm) apart in the section that will form the base.




[image: images]

Lay the plastic sheet from 1 over the basket and place stones and soil over the top. Trim excess from the sheet to match the height of the basket.




[image: images]

Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ is the feature plant in this composition—plant it so it forms three corners of a triangle (1–3). Set each plant on a different angle for greater expression.




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria pulidonis, Echeveria globosa and Echeveria mexensis zalagosa around Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (4–12). Keep the composition neat by positioning plants of the same variety but different heights together.




[image: images]

Plant Graptoveria ‘Titubans,’ x Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert,’ Echeveria ‘Iria’ and Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ (13–17). Fill in the corners and gaps using the divided sections of Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ (18–21).




[image: images]

Use the divided sections of Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea,’ Crassula turrita and Crassula ‘David’ to fill in gaps (22–33). Lastly, cover the soil with ornamental Spanish moss to complete the composition.

TIP: For the backdrop, which uses two types of succulents that spread as they grow, choose two different colors and forms that clearly highlight the charm of the rosette formations.



 

Gardening Style: Various Types of Succulents in a Watering Can

Using a watering can as the container makes for an untamed look. Trailing types of succulents are positioned to spill over the edge of the can, while carefree, vertically growing types bring out a rustic air. Put some effort into ensuring that the planting doesn’t become divided at the handles, at the same time remembering to prune so that plants don’t grow too densely and conceal the handles as this creates an unrefined look.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ (p85)

[image: images] Senecio rowleyanus (p88)

[image: images] Sedum oryzifolium (p88)

[image: images] Kalanchoe bracteata (p90)

[image: images] Sedum pachyphyllum (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria pulvinata ‘Frosty’ (p90)

You will need:

Antique watering can, width 19” (48 cm), 12½” (32 cm)

* Measurements are from the handle to the spout

* The space to plant the succulents is a semi-oval measuring 8” x 3¼” (20 x 8 cm)

* Make a hole in the base for drainage (see p52)

* As the container is quite deep, fill it about 2⁄5 with stones to improve drainage




[image: images]

Using an established Sedum ‘Alice Evans,’ plant it on an angle to fall outwards, so that the branches seem to leap out from the watering can on either side of the handle (1).




[image: images]

Position Senecio rowleyanus and Sedum oryzifolium at the outer edges and plant so they trail over the edge of the pot (2, 3). Entwine one to two branches around Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ for a more natural effect.




[image: images]

Choose a Kalanchoe bracteata with attractive branch formations and plant on a diagonal angle so that the branches extend out from the left side of the handle (4).




[image: images]

On the right side of Kalanchoe bracteata, plant an established Sedum pachyphyllum (5). Here, a specimen with three pups branching out from the main stock has been used to bring out a feeling of movement.




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria pulvinata ‘Frosty’ so it leans inwards (6). Used to fill in the gaps between the branches of Sedum pachyphyllum, this creates a sense of volume and pulls the composition together for an attractive finish.

TIP: As the watering can is made of tin, its enamel will peel off if a hole is made in the base, making it prone to rust. Enjoy this composition in an outdoor area that doesn’t need to be kept clean.



 

Pop Art Color: Succulents Bring Out the Colors of Empty Cans

An empty can is easily altered to suit the succulents it houses. Simply paint it whatever color you like for a complete makeover in a matter of moments. Gaudy colors such as red, yellow and green make for a lively, pop-art look. When the cans are in such individual colors, choose succulents in pale tones and enjoy adding some in punchy colors as accents.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

(right)

[image: images] Sedum nussbaumerianum (p85)

[image: images] Othonna capensis (p88)

(left)

[image: images] Sinocrassula indica (p83)

[image: images] Crassula mesembryanthemoides (p83)

* Divide Sinocrassula indica (see p12)

(center)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ (p88)

You will need:

Right: can, diameter 3” (7.5 cm), height 3” (7.5 cm)

Left: can, diameter 2¾” (7 cm), height 3¼” (8 cm)

Center: can, width 1½” (4 cm), length 1½” (4 cm), height 2¼” (6 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base

Clip




Right/red can

[image: images]

Sedum nussbaumerianum is tall and will be the feature plant in this composition. Plant it at the front left. (1)




[image: images]

Plant Othonna capensis to the back right of Sedum nussbaumerianum (2). Following the curve of the rim of the can, trail the branches from the back towards the front on both sides for a more natural look.




[image: images]

Fasten the blue-painted clip to the right edge of the can and use it to hold up the branches of Othonna capensis. This brings out movement in the overall composition, with the blue adding a refreshing accent.




Left/yellow can

[image: images]

Working from the left edge, plant Sinocrassula indica and Crassula mesembryanthemoides (1, 2). Next, plant Sinocrassula indica at the right edge (3). Plant short specimens of Sinocrassula indica at both edges with taller Crassula mesembryanthemoides to create a rounded form.




Center/green can

Make Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ smaller to match the size of the can before planting. As it is a creeping type of succulent, it will trail down over the sides of the can as it grows and become even more adorable.

TIP: Have fun experimenting with various ideas for decorating the empty cans: put stickers on, attach clips to them as accents and so on.








[image: images]

Handmade ‘Pots’ Make Group Planting More Fun!

Casual, unfussy pots are a good fit with succulents.
 Try tweaking empty cans, unglazed ceramic pots and other objects to hand to bring out succulents’ texture, expression and so on.


[image: images] Make a drainage hole in the base of a can to use as a pot

Make a drainage hole in the base of an empty food can or a can you’ve found at a gift shop, and suddenly you’ve got an attractive pot! Place a plank on the table so as not to damage it, and you’re ready to go.




[image: images]

Position the thick nail in the center of the can base and hammer in to create a hole.




[image: images]

Repeat 1 at regular intervals to create more holes and complete the pot. Increase the number of holes depending on the size of the can and the size of the holes.




You will need:

Can, thick nail, hammer, plank




Helpful tools

[image: images]

A punch (center of photo. Available at home centers and so on) makes it easier to create large holes.




[image: images] Paint to create an original pot

With a little effort, a pot can really set off a group planting. Even just painting a pot with acrylic paint will give it more depth of expression, but mixing soil into the paint to create roughness will make for a more nuanced texture. Have fun painting not only pots, but cans and other containers.


[image: images]

Using an unglazed pot, apply acrylic paint a little at a time, then sprinkle soil over the top. Repeat this until the entire pot has been painted.




[image: images]

Once the pot from 1 has completely dried, lightly apply a different color of acrylic paint over the top so as not to block out the color from 1.






You will need:

Unglazed pot

Two colors of acrylic paint

Brush

Soil

Sandpaper (coarse)

[image: images]

Use sandpaper to lightly rub off the paint over the entire pot to create a casual, unaffected look.









Chapter III

[image: images]

Ideas for Group Plantings that Match their Surroundings

Even just one pot of succulents planted in a group adds decoration to an interior. Why not try incorporating bric-a-brac and novelty items for a pretty display in an entrance way or next to a window? Take the area in which it is to be displayed as the cue for a group planting that is both stylish and innovative.

 

Reusing Empty Cans

The pretty, smoky tones of Echeveria chihuahuaensis and Pachyphytum oviferum ‘Tsukibijin’ make a graceful impression set in a pale-colored can. Taking the container as a starting point is another enjoyable way to select plants. These two types have a long flower stem with sweet little flowers in common. The similar tones of the leaves and flowers create a stylish display.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Echeveria chihuahuaensis (p82)

[image: images] Pachyphytum oviferum ‘Tsukibijin’ (p83)

You will need:

Tin can, width 7¼” (18.5 cm), length 5” (12.5 cm), height 4” (10 cm)

* see p52 for how to make a drainage hole in the base

Pumice stone (small pieces)




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria chihuahuaensis on the left and Pachyphytum oviferum ‘Tsukibijin’ on the right (1, 2). Take the direction that the flowers are leaning into consideration when planting. Strew pumice stone lightly over the soil surface to finish.




Column

How to enjoy succulents’ blooms

[image: images]

Most succulents flower, although the period for blossoming differs depending on the type. Flowers can be enjoyed as they are in the pot or cut to display indoors. As succulents’ blooms cope well in dry conditions, they do not need water even as cut flowers. If displayed somewhere out of direct sunlight, they will last for longer than a month. If kept in the pot, remove the dead flowers immediately once blossoming has finished.

TIP: Both these types change color in the fall, with flower stems growing steadily longer. Small flowers blossom at the start of spring and last for more than a month.



 

Create Two Different Worlds by Lining Up Little Containers

A Collection of Mini Pots Made of Glass

Succulents are ideal to display indoors, lined up beside a window. Gently glittering with reflected light, transparent glass containers make adorable succulents appear even more appealing. As the containers are transparent, white pumice stone is used rather than potting medium to evoke a feeling of cleanliness. Resting the containers on an ornamental plank creates a unified look and prevents the arrangement from appearing cluttered.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Crassula pellucida (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Takasagonookina’ (p82)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Mebina’ (p86)

[image: images] Cotyledon elisae (p83)

You will need:

Glass containers, approx diameter 2” (5 cm), height 2–2¼” (5–6 cm)

* As there is no hole in the base, apply a medium to prevent root rot.

Pumice stone (small pieces)




Planting method for all pots

[image: images]

Remove all plants from their pots and brush off soil around the roots. You may also rinse soil off with water. Pictured is Echeveria ‘Takasagonookina’.




[image: images]

Lightly brush a medium to prevent root decay onto the inside of the container and pour in a small amount of pumice stones. Hold the plant in the container, matching the base of the plant to the rim of the container and pouring in pumice stone a little at a time to secure the planting.

TIP: The transparency of the glass is best set off by selecting succulents and other small items in light, gentle tones.



 

A Collection of Chic Mini Pots

Although they may be similar in size, different mini pots create different impressions. Even though they are small, chic pots such as antique and handmade versions planted with succulents look cool when displayed alongside bric-a-brac and novelty-type items. Create your very own world by considering the shape, material, size and so on when you choose a pot, then tightening up the overall effect by adding a vivid-colored succulent as an accent.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Crassula mesembryanthemoides (p83)

[image: images] x Graptoveria ‘Fanfare’ (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria purpusorum (p85)

[image: images] Crassula mesembryanthemoides (p83)

[image: images] Echeveria mexensis zalagosa (p91)

[image: images] Pachyphytum compactum var. glaucum (p83)

[image: images] x Sedeveria ‘Darley Dale’ (p82)

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Sempervivum cv. (p86)

You will need:

Containers of ceramic, iron; antique cookie cutters etc of approx width 4” (10 cm), length 2” (5 cm), height 2” (5 cm)

* As there is no hole in the base, apply a medium to prevent root rot.

Pumice stone (small pieces)




Planting method for all pots

Choose seedlings that work well with your container. After planting, top the soil with pumice.




Second from left/black pot

[image: images]

Plant succulents slightly in front of or slightly behind their neighbors to create variation.

TIP: Enjoy pairing containers and pots found at novelty stores, on vacation and so on with succulents. This will make displaying them even more fun!



 

Group Plantings that Set Off a Pot’s Height

Using Deep Pots

When planting in a pot that has some depth to it, it’s important to strike the right balance with the height of the plant. The core plant should ideally be 1.5–2 x the height of the pot. Enjoy choosing varieties with pleasing, attractive upright figures to create a group planting with succulents of varying heights. Keep in mind that succulents like dry environments, so put plenty of stones in the base of the pot to improve drainage.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

(right)

[image: images] Kalanchoe behalensis ‘Fang’ (p90)

[image: images] Cotyledon tomentosa ssp. ladismithensis (p90)

[image: images] Crassula rogersii (p91)

(left)

[image: images] Echeveria pulvinata ‘Frosty’ (p90)

[image: images] Echeveria harmsii (p84)

You will need:

Right: deep pot, diameter 5¼” (13 cm), height 5½” (14 cm)

Left: deep pot, diameter 4” (10 cm), height 3¾” (9.5 cm)

Spanish moss (preserved)




Right/large, deep pot

[image: images]

Kalanchoe behalensis ‘Fang’ is tall, so plant it towards the back to form the core of the group planting (1). Position it so that the attractive parts form the front.




[image: images]

Plant two short varieties of succulent at the base of the core plant, starting with Cotyledon tomentosa ssp. ladismithensis that is positioned at the back.




[image: images]

Lastly, plant Crassula rogersii (3) and place Spanish moss over the soil surface to conceal it and complete the composition.




Left/small, deep pot

Echeveria pulvinata ‘Frosty’

Echeveria harmsii

TIP: Succulents planted in deep pots can get big quite easily, so choose varieties that are fine to develop quickly.



 

Using Shallow Pots

As succulents do not require much water, shallow pots can be used effectively. They balance particularly well visually with compact varieties, but simply planting these as normal makes for a dull look. Instead, plant them as if building a hill, with the front low and the center slightly higher for an interesting composition rich in undulations. Gaps left between the succulents and a bold use of ornamental moss creates an impressive result.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used (left)

[image: images] Graptopetalum paraguayense (p85)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Van Breen’ (p91)

[image: images] Orostachys genkaiense (p86)

[image: images] Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (p89) (right)

[image: images] Echeveria derenbergii (p85)

[image: images] Crassula ernestii (p86)

* Divide Crassula ernestii (see p12)

You will need:

Left: shallow pot, diameter 7” (18 cm), height 2¼” (6 cm)

Right: shallow pot, diameter 4½” (11 cm), height 1¾” (4.5 cm)

Silver moss




Left/large shallow pot

[image: images]

Plant Graptopetalum paraguayense in the back left and Echeveria ‘Van Breen’ on the right side (1, 2). Position plants so that those in the center are taller than the ones at the edges of the pot.




[image: images]

From the front left, plant Orostachys genkaiense and Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (3, 4). To finish, lay silver moss over the surface of the soil.




Right/small, shallow pot

[image: images]

Plant Echeveria derenbergii in the center back (1). Here, the divided Crassula ernestii is used to fill in the gaps at the left (2). Use the remaining Crassula ernestii to fill in gaps at the right (3) and lay down silver moss.

TIP: When using shallow pots, avoid using plants with long roots, tall plants and so on. Succulents cope well in dry conditions so shallow pots are a good environment for them.



 

A Colorful Symbol of Welcome for an Entrance Way

A dynamic group planting with height denotes an entrance way and is a visual delight for guests. In the main role is Aeonium ‘Cashmere Violet,’ which turns a wine red color from fall to winter. As shown on p58, Aeonium undulatum, which is twice as tall as the pot, is positioned at the back to highlight the main plant. Downward trailing types planted around the base of the other succulents integrate plants with the pot, rendering a sense of unity.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Aeonium undulatum (p90)

[image: images] Aeonium ‘Cashmere Violet’ (p90)

[image: images] Aeonium urbicum ‘Moonburst’ (p90)

[image: images] Sedum selskianum (p88)

* Divide Sedum selskianum (see p12)

You will need:

Antique-look unglazed ceramic pot, diameter 7” (18 cm), height 7” (18 cm)

* As the pot is quite deep, put quite a lot of stones in it to improve drainage.

Spanish moss (preserved)




[image: images]

As it is the tallest, plant Aeonium undulatum at the back left, with the plant playing the leading role, Aeonium ‘Cashmere Violet’ at the front right (1, 2). Consider the balance of the leaves and direction of the stem form when planting.




[image: images]

Plant the short Aeonium urbicum ‘Moonburst’ (3). With the image of undergrowth in mind, plant the divided Sedum selskianum in two places, behind and in front (4, 5).




[image: images]

Place Spanish moss over the soil surface to complete.

TIP: When creating a group planting to play up height, choose tall, medium and short plants and position them to complement one another’s forms.



 

A Birdcage Becomes a Little Objet

There is a bounty of natural expression in the succulents overflowing from this birdcage. As it is a small space, spreading types with small leaves have been chosen to create an effortlessly natural vibe. Colorwise, plants in shades of silver complement the shabby chic look of the birdcage. One of the tricks for an attractive result when viewed front-on is to plant the succulents so they lean towards the front.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Orostachys boehmeri (p86)

[image: images] x Graptopetalum mendozae (p86)

[image: images] Sedum dasyphyllum var. granduliferum ‘Purple Haze’ (p89)

[image: images] Crassula remota (p89)

* Divide Orostachys boehmeri, x Graptopetalum mendozae and Sedum dasyphyllum var. granduliferum ‘Purple Haze’ (see p12)

You will need:

Antique basket in the form of a birdcage, width 4” (10 cm), length 4” (10 cm), height 8¼” (21 cm)

Moss (mix sphagnum moss and Japanese mountain moss at a ratio of 6:4)

Coconut fiber




[image: images]

Soak the moss in water and squeeze out the excess before laying it at the base of the birdcage. Put the coconut fiber over the top. It should reach to about ⅓ of the height of the birdcage (excluding the lid).




[image: images]

Place soil in birdcage (stones are not necessary). Plant Orostachys boehmeri at the front to the left with a slight gap at the left side and at an angle so that it extends beyond the frame of the cage (1).




[image: images]

Plant x Graptopetalum mendozae, then plant Orostachys boehmeri diagonally behind it (2, 3). At the front right, plant Sedum dasyphyllum var. granduliferum ‘Purple Haze’ and allow the branches to spring out through the bars, keeping the overall balance in mind (4).




[image: images]

Plant first x Graptopetalum mendozae, then Sedum dasyphyllum var. granduliferum ‘Purple Haze’ (5, 6). Lastly, plant Remota in the back left to fill in gaps (7).




[image: images]

The finished planting. Once the lid is on, plants will only be visible from the front, front-on, so position them to lean forward and overflow through the cage bars for a natural finish.

TIP: The main feature of this group planting is the wooden letter, so plant your succulents in such a way that the letter’s outline is clear.



 

Group Planting with Little Pieces of Bric-a-Brac

Boldly incorporating favorite bric-a-brac and novelty items such as initials makes group planting even more enjoyable. Here, compact specimens of plants create the look of a picture. While the focus is on subtle colors, the addition of the bright yellow Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata brings lightness and cheerfulness to the composition.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Crassula ‘Morgan’s Beauty’ (p89)

[image: images] Pachyphytum compactum (p89)

[image: images] Adromischus hemisphaericus (p86)

[image: images] Sinocrassula indica (p83)

[image: images] Crassula excilis ssp. ‘Cooperi’ (p91)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi f. variegata (p89)

[image: images] Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (p89)

* Divide Crassula excilis ssp. ‘Cooperi,’ Sedum makinoi f. variegata and Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (see p12)

You will need:

Wooden box, width 9¾” (25 cm), length 13” (33 in), height 3½” (8.5 cm)

Wooden letter (straight letters work better than curved ones, but any letter will work, with modifications to the arrangement, if you plan your space well. These instructions are specific to lines and angles of the letter F.

Spanish moss (preserved)




[image: images]

If using a wooden box that has large gaps between the planks on the base, lay mesh over the entire base so soil doesn’t spill out, followed by stones and then soil.




[image: images]

Position the letter in the box and plant Crassula ‘Morgan’s Beauty’ and Pachyphytum compactum in that order (1, 2). Position larger varieties lower than halfway down to lower the center of gravity and improve overall balance.




[image: images]

Plant Adromischus hemisphaericus to the lower right of the F (3). Plant Sinocrassula indica above the F as a color accent, with the divided Crassula excilis ssp. ‘Cooperi’ to the left side (4, 5).




[image: images]

Plant the remaining Crassula excilis ssp. ‘Cooperi’ (6) and use the divided Sedum makinoi f. variegata to fill in the gaps in the upper right corner (7).




[image: images]

Plant the remaining Sedum makinoi f. variegata in the lower left corner to form a diagonal line (8). Plant the divided Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata in two spots to start with (9, 10).




[image: images]

Plant the remaining Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (11). Strew Spanish moss over the soil surface to complete, making sure not to cover the outline of the letter.

TIP: Made from the fibers of the coconut tree, coconut fiber is light and breathes and drains well. It prevents soil from falling out of the pot and plays a decorative role too.



 

Group Planting in a Basket to Create a Miniature Garden

This miniature garden planting has been created to resemble a house in the middle of the forest. For a layout that comes together easily, decide on the positioning of large plants such as Pachyveria ‘Blue Mist,’ Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ first, then work out where to place the shorter specimens. It’s a fun idea to create highlights on either side of a little path in the arrangement too. The mix of green and brown mosses around the basket edges makes for even more of a forest feel.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Sedum oryzifolium (p88)

[image: images] Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata (p89)

[image: images] Pachy veria ‘Blue Mist’ (p84)

[image: images] Sedum brevifolium (p89)

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ (p82)

[image: images] Crassula ernestii (p86)

[image: images] Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ (p91)

[image: images] Sedum selskianum (p88)

* Divide Crassula ernestii (see p12)

You will need:

Wire basket, width 13¾” (35 cm), length 8¼” (21 cm), height 4¾” (12 cm)

Sphagnum moss, Japanese mountain moss, humus, small twigs

Miniature house




[image: images]

Mix five parts of sphagnum moss, four parts of Japanese mountain moss and one part of humus in water. Squeeze excess water out and lay the mixture at the base of the basket and up around the sides at about 1–1¼” (2–3 cm) in thickness, then place soil over the top.




[image: images]

Plant Sedum oryzifolium at the back left (1). Plant Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata on the diagonal to lean to the front left, as if forming a hill (2).




[image: images]

Matching the angle of Sedum hispanicum var. minus f. variegata planted in 2, plant Pachyveria ‘Blue Mist’ and Sedum brevifolium in that order (3, 4) to complete one hill.




[image: images]

Create a path in the center of the planting and plant Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’ in the back right on an angle so that it leans inwards (5), then plant the divided Crassula ernestii and the Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ so that they lean slightly forwards (6–8).




[image: images]

At the back right, plant Sedum selskianum and the remaining Crassula ernestii (9, 10). Strew humus over the path section, put the house in place and poke twigs into the soil to form a fence and complete the composition.

TIP: Once moss has been laid over the basket base and sides, it can easily collapse at the sides, so pour soil in straight away.



 

Using a Frame-Like Planter for a 3D Feel

This homemade frame-like planter can be displayed two ways to match its surroundings; either hung on a wall or placed on a shelf. Types of succulent with different characteristics—the feature plant, Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’; Crassula pellucida with its trailing branches; the vertically growing Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ and the gap-filling Crassula pruinosa—are planted to appear as if leaping out to create a 3D-picture effect. The use of plants in pink shades similar to that of the wooden frame makes for an elegant appearance.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Crassula pellucida (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ (p82)

[image: images] Crassula pruinosa (p87)

[image: images] Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ (p84)

* Divide Crassula pellucida (see p12)

You will need:

Wooden frame, width 11” (28 cm), depth 2¼” (6 cm), height 7½” (19 cm)

* The height of the planter section (made of net) is 2¼” (6 cm)

Net, U-shaped nails

Sphagnum moss




[image: images]

Use nails to attach net to the back of the frame and the planter section (height 2¼” [6 cm]). Soak sphagnum moss in water and squeeze out, then place in the base and along the sides at a thickness of ⅜” (1 cm) before adding soil in.




[image: images]

Make a little gap at the left edge and plant the divided Crassula pellucida at the left front so that it leans forward and the branches trail out (1).




[image: images]

Plant Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’ so it faces front-on (2), then plant Crassula pruinosa to the side at the back right (3).




[image: images]

Plant the unruly Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ specimens. At the right side towards the front, plant the remaining Crassula pellucida so it leans to the front and trail its branches out (4, 5). Bring the tips of the branches of Crassula pruinosa to the left and front to bring out movement.




[image: images]

Look at the frame from front on to check that the ‘face’ of each plant is clearly visible and positioned so as to be leaning forward. This will greatly improve the appearance of the composition once it is displayed.

TIP: If you don’t have any sphagnum moss, coconut fiber may be used instead. Place it at the base and along the insides of the planter in the same way as the moss before pouring soil in.



 

A Colorful Wreath for a Tabletop

The theme for this wreath is vivid, vibrant color. When combining diverse colorful specimens that have changed color, make sure to contrast colors so that each plant sets off the other, with yellow next to green, red next to yellow and green next to red in an alternating fashion. Don’t forget to position a plant with small leaves next to a plant with a strong character to create variation.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Aeonium decorum f. variegata (p82)

[image: images] Cotyledon elisae (p83)

[image: images] Sedum rubens (p87)

[image: images] Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata (p84)

[image: images] Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ (p88)

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Sedum ‘Little Gem’ (p89)

[image: images] Sedum ‘Alice Evans’ (p85)

[image: images] Sedum pachyphyllum (p84)

[image: images] Crassula capitella

[image: images] Crassula ‘David’ (p89)

[image: images] Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’ (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria amoena (p91)

* Thin down all plant stock (see p12)

You will need:

Wreath-shaped basket, diameter 9” (23 cm), height 2” (5 cm)

* The space for planting is 2¼” (6 cm) wide.

Spanish moss (preserved)




[image: images]

Make drainage holes 1–1½” (3–4 cm) apart in the plastic that lines the basket. Paint the basket orange and add soil.




[image: images]

With the position of the succulents in mind, plant Aeonium decorum f. variegata at the top of the wreath (1). Right-handed people will get a good result by planting in an anti-clockwise direction.




[image: images]

On the outer edges, plant Cotyledon elisae and Sedum rubens, with Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata and Cotyledon elisae in the center (2–5). Keep the plants at the edges of the wreath low, with taller plants towards the center to create a rounded form.




[image: images]

Plant Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata, Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea,’ Sedum rubens, Graptopetalum ‘Bronze,’ Sedum ‘Little Gem’, Sedum ‘Alice Evans,’ Sedum Pachyphyllum and Sedum rubens (6–13). It’s best to plant so the colors block together to a certain extent.




[image: images]

Plant Crassula capitella, Sedum ‘Little Gem’, Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea,’ Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi,’ Crassula ‘David,’ Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi,’ Echeveria amoena and Crassula capitella (14–21). Vary the angle of planting for richness of expression.




[image: images]

Plant Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’ and Sedum ‘Little Gem’ (22, 23). Once all the succulents are planted, fill in the gaps and cover the soil with Spanish moss for an attractive finish.

TIP: Make sure branches don’t stick out from the inner and outer edges of the wreath by planting succulents so their branches lean in appropriate directions.



 

Creating a Wall Decoration from Cuttings

Succulents’ sturdiness means that cuttings from pruning and so on lend themselves to being used in the same way you would craft items. Stems wound around with wire for reinforcement need only be inserted into handmade bases to create a decoration. The trailing Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’ intertwined with Echeveria ‘Benihigasa’ makes for a composition with dimension and a feeling of movement. Displayed on a door or on a wall, it brings charm to a space.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Echeveria ‘Benihigasa’ (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria spectabilis (p84)

[image: images] Sedum morganianum (p87)

[image: images] Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’ (p88)

* All cuttings. Let the cut area dry for about 10 days before using.

You will need:

Base, width 2” (5 cm), length 6¼” (16 cm)

* Refer to ‘Changing shape’ on p80

Wire (#24)




[image: images]

Wind wire around all the succulent cuttings. Start by trimming all stems to ¾” (2 cm) and place against wire bent into a U shape.




[image: images]

Hold the stem against one side of the U-shaped wire and wind the other side around the stem several times (top of photo). Trim wire to ¾” (2 cm) (bottom of photo).




[image: images]

Decide where to position plants and poke them in, firstly creating holes to make planting easier by poking tweezers into the base and twisting them around.




[image: images]

Push Echeveria ‘Benihigasa’ in to the base (1). Prevent damaging the stem by gripping the hard section with tweezers and poking the plant into the hole made in 3. Use this method to position all succulents in the base.




[image: images]

Change angles as you poke in Echeveria ‘Benihigasa’ in four places (2–5) and Echeveria spectabilis which will form the accent in the composition (6). Poke Sedum morganianum into six places to fill gaps (7–12).




[image: images]

Checking the length of the branches, poke Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’ into the base in three places as if to scatter it throughout the composition, firstly making holes with tweezers (13–15). Intertwine the branches with those of the other succulents to bring out movement and complete the piece.

TIP: If stems are poked into the base without wire, they can easily fall out, so wind wire around them before working them in.



 

Creating a Bouquet from Cuttings

Wound with wire to form stems and gathered into bunches, cuttings of branches and flowers make beautiful bouquets. Wire used alone cannot support the weight of the plants, so we added small twigs into the bunch partway through the process. Artlessly bundled, the ends of the small twigs protrude from the bouquet for a natural look. This is a bouquet that requires no watering but can be enjoyed for about a month.

[image: images]


[image: images]

Succulents used

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria globosa (p85)

[image: images] Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ (p91)

[image: images] Crassula conjuncta (p87)

[image: images] Graptopetalum paraguayense (p85)

[image: images] Sedum nussbaumerianum (p85)

[image: images] Sedum prolifera (p86)

* All cuttings. Let the cut area dry for about 10 days before using.

You will need:

Curly moss

Floral coiled wire (#24 gauge, or #22 for cuttings with weighty heads)

Floral tape

Small twigs

Raffia

Linen




[image: images]

Bend back the end of the coiled wire by 2” (5 cm) to create a U shape. Holding the stem against the long end of the wire, wind the other end of the wire around the stem several times and then bind it with floral tape, starting at the top.




[image: images]

Start forming a bouquet with the main cuttings first, such as Graptopetalum ‘Bronze,’ Echeveria globosa and so on, creating variation within the bouquet by alternating colors, forms, size etc (1–8). Add in small twigs for stability.
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Form the bouquet, working in small twigs between the succulents to help support them (9–27). Hold firmly and add succulents in from one direction in order to form a neat bunch.
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Once the succulents and small twigs are bundled together, secure the bunch by tying raffia around it. Attach curly moss to wire in the same way as the succulents and add it into the bouquet.
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Once the bouquet is completed, tie raffia around it. Conceal the wire used for the succulents’ stems and improve the stability of the bouquet by adding small twigs all around it, then tying it up with raffia.
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With the front of the bouquet facing you, wrap linen around and tie it with raffia to complete the bouquet.

TIP: When bundling the wired succulents, if they shift around hold small twigs against them and bunch them together to increase stability.



 

A Post-Bouquet Group Planting

Once you’ve had the pleasure of having the bouquet from p74 indoors for a month, it’s best to plant the succulents in soil again. As you’re going to all the trouble of replanting, why not recreate a round bouquet that is beautiful from any angle? Plant the succulents all around the edges of the pot so that they lean forward, forming an attractive semi-circle look in profile. It’s fine to leave the wire from the bouquet wound around the succulents when planting.
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Succulents used

[image: images] Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ (p91)

[image: images] Graptopetalum paraguayense (p85)

[image: images] Sedum nussbaumerianum (p85)

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Sedum prolifera (p86)

[image: images] Crassula conjuncta (p87)

* Use plants from p74

You will need:

Pot, diameter 4¾” (12 cm), height 4¾” (12 cm)

Curly moss (used on p74)
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As you are planting cuttings that have only just started to take root and are not well established, line the base of the pot with plenty of stones before putting soil in. It’s important to improve drainage.
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Remove floral tape from all the cuttings and trim wire to 2” (5 cm). From the front left, plant Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ and Graptopetalum paraguayense, using tweezers to firmly poke into the soil (1, 2).
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Plant the second and third rows from the front (3–11) and rotate the pot so that the next spot to be planted is directly in front of you. Make sure to plant so the cuttings are higher in the center in order to give the composition a rounded shape.
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With the image of a bouquet in mind, plant Graptoveria ‘Titubans,’ Crassula conjuncta, Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ and Sedum nussbaumerianum (12–15) so that the composition is attractive from any angle.
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Plant Crassula conjuncta, Graptoveria ‘Titubans,’ Crassula conjuncta, Sedum prolifera and Graptopetalum paraguayense in that order (16–20). Lastly, poke curly moss into gaps to complete the composition.

TIP: When poking plants in, make sure the wire doesn’t bend by using tweezers to work it firmly deep into the soil.



 

Turning Cuttings into a Wreath for the Wall

Easily made simply by poking cuttings into place, this wreath can be hung from a door in places such as entrance ways as it doesn’t spill soil. Using the red-turning Crassula capitella ‘Campfire’ as an accent, choose as many different colors and forms of succulent as possible to create a lovely, vibrant wreath. The plants will take root within the wreath base, so this is a creation that can be displayed for a long time.
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Succulents used

[image: images] Echeveria harmsii (p84)

[image: images] Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ (p91)

[image: images] Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ (p84)

[image: images] Sedum morganianum (p87)

[image: images] Sedum pachyphyllum (p84)

[image: images] Echeveria mexensis zalagosa (p91)

[image: images] Crassula capitella ‘Campfire’ (p84)

[image: images] x Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert’ (p85)

[image: images] Senecio rowleyanus (p88)

[image: images] Cotyledon tomentosa ssp. Ladismithensis (p90)

* All cuttings. Let the cut area dry for about 10 days before using.

You will need:

Wreath base, diameter 9” (23 cm), height 2⅜” (6 cm), wrapped in sisal fiber

* see p80 for instructions

Wire (#24 gauge)
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As per p73, cut the stems of all the succulents to ¾” (2 cm) and wind a U-shaped piece of wire around each as reinforcement. Trim wire to ¾” (2 cm).
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Poke in Echeveria harmsii halfway along the width of the wreath, with Graptoveria ‘Titubans’ and Sedum morganianum at the center and Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’ at the outer edge (1–4) to mark out the width of planting.
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Working in line with the width from 2, plant one of each of the 10 different varieties. Keep repeating the cycle, with different colors and forms next to one another creating natural variation (5–22).
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Repeat 3 until all succulents have been planted (23–70). When poking Senecio rowleyanus into the base, spread its branches out to the outer edges of the wreath to make work easier.
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Entwine the branches of Senecio rowleyanus with those of the other cuttings for an attractive finish.
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The wreath viewed from the side. Tall cuttings are interspersed throughout the planting to provide variety in height and prevent an overly uniform look. Planting the cuttings so that they line up makes for an attractive finish.

TIP: Allowing some of the fluffy sisal fiber with which the wreath is wrapped to show through lends the wreath an air of gentleness.
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Making the Base for a Popular Wreath

There are plenty of wreath bases available to buy, but it’s also possible to make them by hand. This is convenient as it allows you to build the wreath to your desired size. Wound around with sphagnum moss to prevent soil spilling out, the base allows for cuttings to be simply poked into place for an effortlessly enjoyable ‘living wreath.’


You will need:

Chicken wire with ⅜” (1 cm) holes, 25⅝” x 7⅞” (65 x 20 cm), Wire (#22 gauge), sphagnum moss, potting medium

[image: images]

Soak sphagnum moss in water and squeeze out excess, then push firmly into chicken wire, covering the entire length. The moss will shrink as it dries, so build a thick layer to ensure soil won’t spill through.

Make sure to place the chicken wire so the holes face the same way as in the photo, because if laid out differently it will not be possible to form it into a circle.
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Pour soil into the base created in 1, leaving 1¼” (3 cm) free above and below the line of soil. Pour in enough soil so that when the chicken wire is rolled up, it will be firm and solid. It will be easier to roll the chicken wire if soil is concentrated along the center.
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Bring the long edges of the wire in to layer over each other and form a cylinder. Insert wire through the holes about 1¼” (3 cm) apart as if sewing in a zig-zag fashion and twist to secure. Form a circle by bringing the two ends of the roll together and securing with wire.
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The completed wreath base, diameter 9” (23 cm), height 2¼” (6 cm). Soak the wreath in water first so the soil will be hydrated before the succulents are planted in.




[image: images] Variations

Wrap wreath in sisal fiber

After completing the basic wreath base, soak it in water and wrap sisal fiber around it, not worrying about being overly neat. This creates a casual look that has plenty of volume even if only a small number of plants are used (p79).

[image: images]




Changing shape

Using chicken wire or wire netting 6¾” (17 cm) wide and 8” (20 cm) long, follow the instructions for the basic wreath up to step 3. Continue by flattening each end of the cylinder and bending it towards the back, using wire to secure it in place (p73).









Illustrated Reference Guide to Succulents

Deciding which varieties to use plays an essential role in group planting. It’s important to understand each plant’s characteristics. Here, we introduce the 122 succulents used in the group plantings.
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How to use the reference
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Varieties with ‘leading role’ presence

Varieties with leaves that form flower-like rosettes have a particularly strong presence. Their appearance can alter completely depending on the size and color of their leaves. These versatile plants can work as the feature plant in a group planting or can be interspersed between other plants.
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Echeveria shaviana ‘Pink Frills’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Forming rosette shapes, the leaves of this plant are edged in delicate frills. The attractive pink-to-purple gradation of its leaf color makes it an ideal feature plant in a chic group planting. (p45, 68)
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Echeveria ‘Spruce Oliver’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has long, narrow leaves that grow upright to form rosettes. In winter, the undersides of the leaves turns bright red. As it gets quite tall, this plant is effective at creating height variation in a composition when planted with shorter specimens. (p39)
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Echeveria ‘Takasagonookina’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

This large variety has gently undulating leaves that grow in layers. Once the temperature starts to drop in the fall, it turns a particularly vibrant red. It is perfect as the main plant in an elegant group planting. (p56)
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x Sedeveria ‘Darley Dale’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedeveria

Has small, pointed, sword-like leaves that grow in layers to form rosettes. In winter, the undersides of the leaves turn bright red. Planted together with a succulent that has leaves in chic tones, they will set each other off beautifully. (p57)
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Echeveria chihuahuaensis

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has fleshy, pale leaves that are covered with a white, powdery coating and form attractive rosettes. There is a pretty red tinge at the tips of the leaves, making this plant a cute complement to succulents in colors such as pale pink and green. (p55)
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Echeveria elegans

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

The pale green leaves covered in a white coating lend this plant a mysterious air. It propagates by forming pups and slowly spreading out into colonies. In winter, it acquires a faint pink tinge. Its graceful presence makes it the ideal feature plant. (p19)
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Echeveria pulidonis

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has fleshy leaves that form attractive rosettes. In winter, the tips of the leaves turn bright red. Many pups develop around the parent plant, growing in colonies as they develop. (p47)
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Echeveria ‘Huthspinke’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Covered in a white powder-like texture, in winter the plant turns a particularly vivid pink. Paired with lighter colored varieties, it plays a valuable role as a feature plant or accent in a composition. (p27)
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Echeveria ‘Peach Pride’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Characterized by its rosettes of large, round leaves, this plant’s presence becomes the more impressive the larger it grows. It is attractive when teamed with light and deep greens to form gradations of color. (p43, 47, 67)
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Aeonium decorum f. variegata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Aeonium

Grows slowly, dividing into branches to resemble groves of trees. As it gets colder the plant becomes redder and more vibrant. Its strong visual impact makes it a must in individualistic group plantings. (p37, 71)
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Echeveria ‘Laurinze’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has fleshy, rounded, light blue leaves that form neat rosettes. It creates a feminine impression when matched with plants in shades of pink. Make sure that water is not allowed to collect in the leaves over summer. (p27)




Individualistic varieties with stylish forms

These varieties exude individuality through their colors and forms. Bursting with originality, they are indispensable as accents in group plantings and are sometimes effective in the leading role.
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Crassula ‘Ivory Pagoda’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

With leaves covered in short, white hairs, this strangely formed plant grows in colonies. Extremely compact, its growth is exceptionally slow. It is recommended for group plantings in small pots. (p19)
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Crassula capitella

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The geometrical leaves growing up in dense layers give this plant the look of a tower, while its madder red color makes it ideal as an accent in a chic group planting. It is also invaluable for bringing out movement in a composition. (p57)
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Crassula mesembryanthemoides

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Covered in fine, white hairs, the long, narrow leaves branch out as the plant grows upwards. It is effective for creating height variation when used in a group planting with lower-growing plants. (p50, 57)
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Pachyphytum compactum var. glaucum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

The plump, taut leaves of this plant give it an adorable, compact figure. Teamed with deep reds and purples, its subtle coloring creates a chic appearance. (p57)
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Cotyledon elisae

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Cotyledon

While its bright green leaves are edged in red, when they change color the edges turn a deeper, more vibrant shade. Blooming from May to July, the cute bell-shaped flowers are colored an orange-red. (p39, 56, 71)
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Crassula turrita

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Small, bright green triangular leaves layer densely to create this plant’s unique form. It sends out vertical growth as it develops, so requires cutting back in order to keep it compact. (p47)
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Pachyphytum oviferum ‘Tsukibijin’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

Has adorable plump, round leaves. It closely resembles the ‘Momobijin’ but is a pale purple color. If it grows too tall, trim it back. (p55)
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Haworthia fasciata f. variegata

Family Asphodolaceae, Genus Haworthia

A member of the semi-shade loving Haworthia genus, it has attractive lime green striped leaves. Plant together with other semi-shade loving varieties as the feature plant or as an accent. (p31)
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Crassula ovata ‘Hobbit’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

With characteristic leaves that resemble donkey ears, this plant extends its main trunk to grow like a tree. In winter, the ends of the leaves turn red. Make use of the beauty of the leaf color by planting it as an accent. (p39)
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Pachyphytum ‘Momobijin’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

The tips of this plant’s plumply swollen, rounded leaves is a soft pink like that of a peach. It closely resembles ‘Tsukibijin’ with regard to its leaves and form. Team it with plants in shades of pink for a cute look. (p19)




Varieties that add color with their beautiful fall tones

Towards winter, as the temperature suddenly drops, the leaves of succulents change color due to the difference in temperature. Their pink and red shaded forms allow a rediscovery of new charms! November through to March is the best season to view them.
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Crassula fusca

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

This plant turns a vivid red from fall to winter as the temperature drops, while it is green from spring to summer. It forms pups at its base and grows in a compact form. Use it either in the leading role or as an accent in a group planting. (p39)
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Sinocrassula indica

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sinocrassula

A low-growing, compact plant that forms colonies. From spring to summer, its foliage is green, while from fall to winter it turns a refined red-brown. It is recommended for use in a miniature garden or group planting in a small pot. (p50, 65)
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Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The glossy green leaves change to an attractive pink when this plant puts on its fall colors. It is effective teamed with shorter plants to create height variation. (p23, 71)
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Sedum pachyphyllum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Has pale green leaves that turn a sweet, subtle pink at the tips. Its form is similar to Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata. Teamed with pale pink plants, it makes for an adorable arrangement. (p32, 49, 71, 79)
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x Graptosedum ‘Francesco Baldi’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptosedum

The pale blue leaves of this plant turn pink in the fall. Teamed with reddish brown and wine colored plants, it creates a chic appearance. It can also be matched with plants in pink and silver tones. (p68, 71)
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Crassula schmidtii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The long, fine, protruding leaves of this plant turn a deep, refined red, giving it a spectacular appearance. As it develops, it takes on an air of movement, making it invaluable as an accent or for adding points of color in a group planting. (p45)
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Echeveria harmsii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Covered in fine, short white hairs, the green leaves of this plant turn bright red around the edges in the fall. The plant forms branches that grow upwards. It is the perfect complement to silver-toned plants. (p58, 79)
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Crassula capitella ‘Campfire’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

As its name suggests, the red leaves of this plant appear to blaze like flames, making it a good example of a variety of succulents with attractive fall colors. Plant it with yellow and green leaves to enjoy the contrast. (p79)
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Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptopetalum

A good example of a silver-leaved variety, in winter the leaves turn a toned-down reddish brown. It can be enjoyed for its natural shape without being pruned and works well as the feature plant in a chic group planting. Forms yellow flowers in spring. (p47, 57, 51, 75, 77, 79)




[image: images]

Echeveria ‘Benihigasa’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Grows upright in a tree-like fashion. This upright form can be maximized or the plant can be cut back short for use in group plantings. It turns a vivid pink in winter. (p73)




Varieties that provide gorgeous accent color

With leaves in colors such as yellow, pink and deep green that make a strong impression, these varieties are perfectly suited as accents in group plantings. Simply adding a few will make for a bright, gorgeous overall appearance.
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Crassula rupestris f.

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

This plant has fleshy, triangular leaves that stack alternately on the stems, with branches forming and growing upwards. The bright green leaves are reddish around the edges in the fall. Group with shorter plants to create height variation (p23)
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Sedum adolphi

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A good example of a succulent with yellow tones, it turns orange in the fall. As it grows, it leans to one side as if tilting its head, and as it has height and can bring out movement, it can add splendor to group plantings. (p17)
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Echeveria spectabilis

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has dark green leaves that turn red at the tips in winter. It grows upwards so should be cut back. Enjoy the gradation of color when it is teamed with pale green plants. (p43, 73)
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x Pachyveria ‘Blue Mist’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyveria

Coated in a white powder, the fleshy, reddish leaves of this plant turn purple in the fall, lending it a bewitching air. It has a characteristic presence that makes it suited for use as an accent in group plantings. (p19, 67)
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Kalanchoe scapigera

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

The round, fan-like shapes of this plant’s leaves turn from deep green to bright green with red stems. Plant it along with specimens that bring out the different shades of green. (p43)
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Crassula pellucida

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

This plant grows by spreading out over the ground. The undersides of the leaves take on a pink color, giving the impression of variegated leaves with a colored edging. Use as a bright, gorgeous accent. (p56, 68)
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Sedum nussbaumerianum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Along with Sedum adolphi, this represents the yellow-toned succulents. It is characterized by its flat, fine leaves that are a relaxed shade of yellow. Team it with varieties in shades of red. (p23, 39, 50, 75, 77)
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Echeveria purpusorum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has firm leaves with eye-catching reddish brown lines around the edges. It is recommended for adding a point of interest in antique-look or chic group plantings. (p57)




Varieties in pale colors for soft expression

Pale colors provide the expression of elegance and delicate nuance. In a strange way, an individualistic variety positioned next to this allows both plants to bring out each other’s charms. These plants are also recommended for creating gradation of deep to light color.
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Echeveria alba

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

The milky, pale green of this Echeveria is elegant. It grows slowly and is best suited for group plantings in small pots; it is also effective planted with different sized specimens of the same genus. (p27)
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Graptopetalum paraguayense

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptopetalum

As it grows, this plant begins to stand upright, and develops a posture that looks like it is twisting its branches out in all directions. Its subtle gray shading makes for a chic appearance when paired with plants in colors such as purple. (p59, 75, 77)
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x Graptoveria ‘A Grim One’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptoveria

The pointed tips of this plant’s yellowish leaves are a faint pink. It grows in colonies, with pups developing around the parent plant. Use it in the leading role in a group planting with a clean feel.
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x Sedeveria ‘Yellow Humbert’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedeveria

Has fine, swollen leaves and puts out branches as it grows upwards. It is invaluable in any group planting regardless of which other plants are used. It is recommended for bringing out height and movement. (p19, 47, 79)
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Echeveria derenbergii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has pale green translucent leaves that turn red at the tips in fall. Pups form around the main plant and form colonies. Positioned next to a plant in a darker color, each will set off the other. (p59)
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Echeveria ‘Domingo’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

This Echeveria is a translucent, pale blue and looks sweet when planted with varieties in pale pinks to create an arrangement in pastel colors. (p27)
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Sedum ‘Alice Evans’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A large variety of Sedum, this plant’s branches divide to form a tree shape that has a feeling of movement. As the weather gets colder, it takes on a yellow tone with a reddish tinge at the tips of the leaves. It matches well with all other types. (p43, 49, 71)
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x Graptoveria ‘Fanfare’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptoveria

Covered in a powdery white coating, the long, fine, thin leaves of this plant layer to form rosettes. Cut the plant back to keep it short. Enjoy planting it with varieties with rounded leaves to contrast their forms. (p57)
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Pachyphytum hookeri

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

This popular variety has cute leaves that are long, fine and plumply rounded. Usually an elegant powder blue color, the ends of the leaves turn red when the weather gets cold. The plant is invaluable for adding points of interest in a group planting. (p45)
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Echeveria globosa

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

This pale green Echeveria appeals with its air of gentleness. In winter the ends of the leaves take on a red tone. In group plantings it serves to bring out the feature plant, and is the perfect complement to dark green colors. (p43, 47, 75)




Clustering varieties that are ideal for setting off other plants

These plants propagate themselves by forming pups around the parent plant, sending out runners and so on. Their clustered appearance, characteristic of types that form colonies, creates repetition of color and form, both setting off a feature plant and providing the theme for a group planting.
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Echeveria ‘Iria’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Has pale green leaves that turn a translucent milky white in winter. Readily forms pups and grows in clusters. It is ideally suited for setting off plants in shades such as pink and blue. (p19, 27, 47)
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Crassula ernestii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Baby-fine white hairs cover the tiny leaves of this plant. It grows by spreading out horizontally and is recommended for use in miniature gardens, group plantings in pots and the like as a point of interest. (p59, 67)
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Orostachys genkaiense

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Orostachys

Develops green leaves similar to Orostachys boehmeri. Grows in clusters, sending out runners in all directions. Divide the plant stock and use to add movement in a group planting. (p59)
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Orostachys boehmeri

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Orostachys

With its blue-gray leaves and figure from which multiple runners extend, this adorable variety is extremely popular. It is effective when planted to allow its branches to trail out from the pot. (p63)
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Haworthia cymbiformis f. gracilidelineata

Family Asphodolaceae, Genus Haworthia

This Haworthia is a pretty, bright green color. It is easily maintained if planted with others of the same genus. Team it with varieties in different colors or with different shaped leaves. (p31)
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Haworthia c v.

Family Asphodolaceae, Genus Haworthia

The fleshy leaves of this plant have pointed tips and are a refreshing lime green color. Positioned next to a dark green, the plants will set off each other’s colors. Haworthia are suited to being grown indoors. (p31)
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Haworthia cuspidata

Family Asphodolaceae, Genus Haworthia

The plump, fleshy leaves of this plant make an impression. It can be grown indoors all year round, but in spring and fall it is best to grow it undercover outdoors, away from direct sunlight. In summer, keep it out of strong sun next to a window. (p31)
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Sinocrassula densirosulata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sinocrassula

The small, round leaves of this plant turn an orange color in the fall. It is a slow grower, sending out lateral buds to form clusters. It is recommended for use in miniature garden style group plantings. (p19)
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x Graptopetalum mendozae

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptopetalum

This popular variety turns a sweet shade of pink in the fall which brings out—and in turn is set off by—dark pinks and reds. The leaves detach easily, so care is needed. (p19, 63)
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Sedum prolifera

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The fleshy, pale leaves of this plant turn pink in winter. It is a small variety that is easily teamed with other plants. It sends out multiple runners, so it is possible to play up this look of movement. (p41, 75, 77)
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Semper vivum c v.

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sempervivum

The green leaves of this plant turn a dark red when the weather turns cold. It may be kept outdoors over winter, but does poorly in high heat and humidity. Used in a leading role in a group planting, its unique leaf color creates an impression. (p57)
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Adromischus hemisphaericus

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Adromischus

Shaped like a rugby ball, the fleshy leaves of this plant form clusters. In a diorama-style group planting, it is effective if positioned so its form is easily visible. The leaves fall off easily so care is needed. (p65)
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Echeveria ‘Mebina’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

The pale green leaves of this plant turn bright red at the tips when the weather turns cold. Pups form readily around the parent plant, creating clusters. Recommended for use in a group planting to create a point of interest. (p56)




Varieties that add movement via many upward-growing branches

There’s something comical about the form of these succulents, which send out chains of triangular or long, fine leaves as they grow in an upwards direction. They appear to be leaning over or bent from weight, which lends a look of natural movement when incorporated into a group planting.
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Portulacaria afra var. variegata

Family Portulacaceae, Genus Portulacaria

Has small mottled leaves and red stems that extend upright as it grows. Make use of the sense of movement created by its natural tree form in a group planting. Vulnerable to cold, it needs to be kept in an environment that’s over 46ºF/8ºC in winter. (p39)
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Sedum ref lexum ‘Chameleon’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Has long, fine blue-gray leaves that branch out as the plant grows upwards and turn pink when the temperature drops. It is effective for bringing out movement when used in large group plantings. (p41)
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Sedum ostorare

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

This plant grows upwards, sending its branches out in all directions. Its small leaves make it easy to match with other plants, and it is ideal for creating a natural appearance. It sports a powdery white coating in winter. (p37)
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× Sedeveria ‘Superbrow’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedeveria

A hybrid of Sedeveria ‘Superbrow’ (p85) and Sedum morganianum, this plant grows upright but then starts to trail its branches down. Its powder green leaves bring a translucent quality to a group planting. (p43)
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Sedum morganianum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The extremely attractive figure cast by this plant as it trails down its refreshing green leaves with pointed tips makes it ideal for planting in hanging arrangements or tall pots. Cut the branches back if they grow too long. (p19, 23, 73, 79)
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Crassula pruinosa

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The small, silver gray leaves of this plant create the impression of delicacy. Its branches fork out as it grows upwards. It is effective when divided and interspersed in several places between other plants in a group planting. (p41, 68)
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Sedum burrito

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Has pale, round leaves with a swollen appearance that form next to each other as the plant grows upwards. It turns yellow in the fall. When cut back, it will form more branches and be a good plant stock for growing in clusters. (p37, 41)
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Crassula conjuncta

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

There’s humor in the figure of this plant, whose diamond-shaped leaves are edged in red and grow in alternating layers. It changes color in the fall. Make use of its upright form to bring a wealth of expression to group plantings. (p41, 75, 77)
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Crassula ‘Jade Necklace’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The small, fleshy leaves of this individualistic variety form like a string of jewels. It changes color to red, giving it a still more original appearance, and is invaluable for bringing movement to a group planting in a small pot. (p41)
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Sedum muscoideum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Changes color to a subdued purple in the fall. As it spreads out horizontally, it is recommended for planting along the edge of a pot where it can be allowed to trail over the edge, or for bringing added nuance to group plantings. (p41)
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Crassula rupestris c v.

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Has attractive, lime green leaves that are triangular and have a swollen appearance. Resembles Crassula rupestris f (p84) but is set apart by the fact that it doesn’t change color. Use it as an accent in bright and cheerful group plantings. (p45)
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Sedum rubens

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

This has all the sweetness of a miniature Sedum morganianum. The bright green leaves also turn orange in the fall. It is invaluable planted to trail out of pots or for bringing out movement. (p37, 71)




Varieties with trailing branches whose movement adds nuance

Using trailing succulents when creating a hanging arrangement or using a tall pot makes for a stylish look and unifies the pot and the plants. A natural atmosphere is also charming!
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Othonna capensis

Family Asteraceae, Genus Othonna

The bright green, oval leaves of this plant grow closely alongside each other, making the branches trailing over the side of a pot an attractive sight. It brings movement to a group plantings. In spring its yellow flowers make for an effective accent. (p23, 50)
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Senecio herreanus

Family Asteraceae, Genus Senecio

The vertical wavy patterns on the almond-like leaves of this plant lend it the common name Almond Necklace. Its thick stems give presence to its trailing form, which has a beautiful flowing effect. (p45)
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Ceropegia woodii c v.

Family Asclepiadaceae, Genus Ceropegia

Has matte, dark green leaves that are heart-shaped and grow in a chain. It is recommended for growing in hanging pots or in pots that have some height. In winter, keep indoors above 46 °F/8°C. (p21)
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Senecio rowleyanus

Family Asteraceae, Genus Senecio

The leaves of this plant are slightly pointed and peach-shaped in comparison to that of Senecio rowleyanus f. variegata. It is invaluable in a supporting role in any style of group planting. In spring it has pretty flowers. (p45, 49, 79)
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Senecio rowleyanus f. variegata

Family Asteraceae, Genus Senecio

This is the variegated variety of Senecio rowleyanus. Its leaves have irregular cream-colored patterns against a dark green. Avoid areas of high temperature, high humidity and strong sunlight in summer. (p21)
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Othonna capencis ‘Ruby’

Family Asteraceae, Genus Othonna

Also known as ‘Purple Moon,’ when it changes color the stem and leaves turn an attractive purple shade. Use it in a mature-look group planting to set off other plants. (p37, 73)




Varieties that work well for filling in gaps to complete an arrangement

These plants are invaluable for joining gaps between succulents, filling in areas at the completion of a composition and so on. Available in various colors and forms and easily divisible to fit any size required, Sedum varieties are particularly useful.
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Crassula volkensii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The small leaves of this plant are covered in dots of red and the branches grow in all directions. In cold weather, the entire plant turns red; in the spring it has small white flowers. Use it as an accent in a chic group planting. (p41, 45)
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Sedum album ‘Coral Carpet’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Has small, plump, oval leaves. Normally a deep green, it turns a chic reddish brown when it changes color. Divide the plant stock when using in a group planting. (p39)
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Sedum makinoi ‘Aurea’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A stonecrop with vibrant yellow-gold leaves, it is resistant to cold and can be used in the garden planted between stepping stones. It brings a bright cheerful quality to group plantings. (p47, 50, 71)
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Sedum oryzifolium

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Has round leaves that appear fluffy and grows by spreading out. It is invaluable planted to extend out of pots or bring movement to a composition. Its coloring allows it to complement any other plant, making it a great all-rounder. (p29, 43, 49, 67)
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Sedum selskianum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The flat leaves of this plant have serrated edges and their attractive, dark green color allows them to set off the other succulents with which it is planted. As it withstands cold well, it can also be planted in the garden. (p43, 61, 67)
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Sedum spurium ‘Dragon’s Blood’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The green-tinged bronze leaves of this plant turn a vibrant reddish purple in the cold. It can be planted with flowers in a group planting, and can also be used as a plant with colored leaves. (p45)
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Sedum dasyphyllum var.granduliferum ‘Purple Haze’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

Resembling little bluish grains, the small leaves of this popular variety turn a beautiful purple in winter. Team it with plants in pinks and grays for a mature look. (p63)
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Sedum hispanicum var. minus f.variegata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

The variegated variety of Sedum hispanicum. Its cute cream colored patterns make it suitable for use as a point of interest in a group planting
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Sedum makinoi f. variegata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A variegated variety of Sedum makinoi, it has green leaves with white edges and looks sweet when planted with succulents in shades of pink or silver. (p29, 65)
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Sedum brevifolium

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

This plant has countless tiny, round, blue-gray leaves and grows in clusters that form into rounded clumps. The elegant shade of its leaves allows it to lend an adorable or chic appearance to a group planting. (p39, 67)
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Sedum hispanicum var.minus ‘Aureum’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A stonecrop with fine, dense foliage, its bright yellow color brings flamboyance to a group planting. It does not like clammy conditions so make sure it is situated where air flows well. (p65)
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Sedum makinoi

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

A stonecrop with attractive yellow-edged round leaves, it works well with any leaf color and is invaluable for planting so as its branches trail out of the pot or for filling in gaps. (p43)
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Sedum ‘Little Gem’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Sedum

From a subdued green, this plant changes to a reddish brown in winter. In spring, its yellow leaves form an accent against the remaining leaves with fall colors, bringing glamor to a group planting. (p15, 71)
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Crassula atropurpurea var. watermeyeri

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Covered in baby-fine hairs, the green leaves of this plant turn a refined red in the fall. It extends its branches upwards and outwards as it grows, so is invaluable for adding movement. (p37)




Compact, low-growing varieties

Succulents that grow slowly, spread outwards and form colonies are characterized by their lack of height, making them handy for group planting in shallow or small pots. They’re also a great go-to for creating height variation.
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Pachyphytum compactum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

The swollen leaves of this plant end in a defined point. Leave a slight gap between plants in a group planting so that the characteristic leaf shape can be clearly seen, thereby showing the plant’s charm.
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Pachyphy tum longifolium

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Pachyphytum

The plump leaves of this plant are pointed at the end and change from pale blue to pink. Use it with yellow shades to effectively create variety of tone in a group planting. It is a slow grower. (p23)
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Crassula ‘David’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

This low-growing plant forms clusters and spreads out slowly along the ground. It is recommended for use in group plantings where its branches can be trailed over the side of the pot or it can be used to fill in gaps. (p47, 71)
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Bergeranthus multiceps

Family Aizoaceae, Genus Bergeranthus

This plant sends out shoots from the side to grow in a compact manner. It has flowers that resemble dandelions. Planted with red-leaved succulents it creates effective color variation. (p39)
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Crassula remota

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

With small, silver leaves covered in white hair giving it an adorable appearance, this is a very popular variety. As it grows slowly by spreading out over the ground, it makes a good accent in a small pot. (p15, 63)
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Crassula ‘Morgan’s Beaut y’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Round, silver leaves layered one over the other create this plant’s wonderful form. It propagates by growing pups and forming colonies, growing in a compact manner. Team it with tall plants in a group planting to create height variation. (p65)




Varieties that bring height to the back or center of a planting

Growing upwards and dropping leaves, varieties that grow like trees are ideal for group plantings that make use of their height. Genera such as Aeonium and Kalanchoe are good examples of these plants. Take care that the size of the pot and the other plants is in balance when using this type.
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Aeonium undulatum

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Aeonium

This variety that grows over winter has attractive green rosettes. It is dormant over summer and the leaves turn a yellow color. Use it with other plants of the same genus but with different colored leaves or heights to create a group planting with dimension. (p61)
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Aeonium ‘Cashmere Violet’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Aeonium

Thanks to its large, rounded rosettes, this plant really makes an impact. In winter it turns an attractive reddish brown. Use it in large group plantings as a point of interest or as the feature plant. (p61)
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Kalanchoe bracteata

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

This plant has spoon-shaped leaves and branches outwards as it grows in height. Its attractive, natural tree-like form makes it a must as the centerpiece in a group planting with a sense of movement. (p17, 49)
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Kalanchoe orgyalis

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

Brown on the surfaces and silvery on the undersides, the velvety leaves of this plant are chic and individualistic. Team it with silvery-toned varieties to create a chic group planting. (p17)
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Kalanchoe behalensis ‘Fang’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

The large leaves of this plant are covered in hairs, giving them a felt-like texture. The protrusions on the undersides of the leaves make an impression, and with its powerful presence, it lends symbolism to a group planting. (p58)
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Echeveria pulvinata ‘Frosty’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

Its fluffy, silver leaves make this Echeveria an attractive specimen. Make use of its upright, tree-like form as the feature plant in a group planting. It can also be cut back for use as a shorter plant. (p49, 58)
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Aeonium urbicum ‘Moonburst’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Aeonium

This variety has green leaves with refreshing yellow patterns. It forms tree-like groves, growing upright. Create dimension by positioning it with shorter plants. It adds a bright touch to group plantings. (p61)
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Crassula lycopodioid var. pseudolycopodi

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Slender and well-proportioned, the upright form of this variety is attractive. Left to itself, it starts to trail its branches. Young specimens bring movement to a group planting. (p39)




Varieties covered in fluffy hair-like texture

With their baby-fine hair, Kalanchoe tomentosa and other plants in the strain that resemble rabbit ears are adorable but have a mature expression at the same time, and it is this duality that appeals. Use them to make other plants in a chic group planting stand out.
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Cotyledon tomentosa ssp. Ladismithensis

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Cotyledon

Covered in fine hair, the fleshy leaves of this plant are serrated at the ends and turn red in the fall. Use them to set off plants in pink and silver shades. (p58, 79)
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Kalanchoe tomentosa f. nigromarginatas

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

In comparison with Kalanchoe tomentosa, this plant is blacker overall and the leaves are smaller. It sends branches out as it grows upwards. This plant works well with silver shades. (p25)
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Kalanchoe tomentosa ‘Golden Rabbit’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

Although similar to Kalanchoe tomentosa, this plant is characterized by its covering of short, golden hair. It is a slow grower and grows in a compact form. Use it as an accent in a chic group planting. (p25)
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Kalanchoe tomentosa

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

The variety that best represents the strain of Kalanchoe with ‘rabbit’ in their names. The bluish leaves are covered in fine hair and framed by dark brown markings. Recommended for use in group plantings to set off other plants. (p25)
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Kalanchoe eriophylla

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

The leaves of this plant are the whitest in the ‘rabbit’ group and lend it a distinctive quality. It has small leaves and branches out as it grows. Use it in group plantings that have a feminine feel. (p25)
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Crassula rogersii c v.

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

This plant has short, fleshy, dense foliage and branches out as it grows. The yellow-green leaves bring vibrancy and movement to a group planting. In cold weather, the leaves turn red around the outsides. (p17)
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Kalanchoe millotii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Kalanchoe

There’s an eccentricity to the shape of this plant’s pale, hairy green leaves. It does not like the cold, but changes color when the temperature drops. As it grows steadily taller, use it in a group planting to bring out differences in height. (p17)
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Crassula rogersii

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Similarly to the Crassula rogersii c v., this plant has slightly large leaves. In winter the leaves turn a vivid yellow-green, while the tips turn red along with the stems. The slightly unruly manner in which the branches grow is invaluable in a group planting. (p58)




Varieties whose pretty flowers add color

One of the charms of growing succulents is witnessing lovely flowers blooming from plants whose unique form would not suggest this to be possible. This often occurs at the same time that the leaves change color, so a group planting with a flower in the leading role for a seasonally limited time is lovely too.
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Echeveria amoena

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

This miniature Echeveria has small leaves that form rosettes. In winter the ends of the leaves turn red. The small flowers are a bell-like shape and a vibrant orange color. It is suited to small group plantings. (p71)
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Crassula excilis ssp. ‘Cooperi’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

The surfaces of this plant’s leaves are green, while the undersides are a reddish brown. It is a small variety that grows in dense clusters. The flowers bring a dainty touch to group plantings. (p65)
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Crassula radicans

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Crassula

Has green leaves that turn bright red in the cold. In the spring, small white flowers blossom on the red flower stems. Use it in a group planting that features graceful plants. (p33)
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Echeveria mexensis zalagosa

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

The powder blue leaves of this plant form attractive rosettes. Yellow blossoms bloom from the orange buds. Team it with other blue-toned leaves to enjoy the different intensities of color. (p27, 39, 47, 57, 79)
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x Graptoveria ‘Titubans’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Graptoveria

Covered all over with a white powdery coating, the leaves of this plant are shaded a subtle white to gray. The yellow flowers bloom in the spring, creating a good accent in a group planting. The plant copes well with cold. (p47, 67, 75, 77, 79)
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Echeveria ‘Van Breen’

Family Crassulaceae, Genus Echeveria

The elegant, pale blue leaves of this plant are tinged with a cream color and it has orange flowers. It spreads horizontally and forms pups that cluster, so is best suited for creating compact, group plantings in shallow pots. (p59)








Essential Equipment for Group Plantings

This is some the equipment you’ll need for creating group plantings of succulents, performing regular maintenance and so on. Other everyday tools can substitute for items such as a soil scoop and watering can, but it’s handy to have special gardening scissors for pruning stalks. Find a pair that suits your grip.
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Horticultural scissors

Use to neaten unruly stalks in group plantings, trim stalks of cuttings and so on. The type with long, fine blades are easy to use.
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Soil scoop

This is used for pouring soil when creating a group planting or repotting. An empty plastic container makes a good substitute.
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Disposable chopsticks

Handy for poking soil into gaps that fingers can’t reach when planting succulents. Only light pressure is needed to be effective.
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Net to line pot base

This prevents soil from spilling out from the hole in the pot and stops pests getting in through the base. As it is made of plastic, it can be used over and over again.
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Tweezers

Invaluable when using cuttings to make a wreath, replanting succulents grown from leaves and other tasks that are delicate and difficult to do using your hands.
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Watering can

The type with a narrow spout makes it easy to gently pour water into narrow areas, so it’s worthwhile to use one.



Types of Pots

It’s important to consider the vision you have in mind for a group planting when choosing the pot, but the amount and frequency of watering will change depending on what it is made of, whether it has a hole in the base and so on. An understanding of the attributes of various pots will improve how you grow succulents.


Pots with holes

Unglazed ceramic pots, moss pots and others that have drainage holes in the bases allow excess water to drain out when plants are watered, and are well suited for the cultivation of succulents that like arid conditions. In particular, air permeates well through unglazed ceramic pots, allowing water to evaporate out of the soil and making them a good choice for beginners.
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Unglazed pot

[image: images]

Moss pot




Pots without holes

Planted into items to hand such as containers made of glass, enamel cups and so on, succulents can be displayed as interior objects. However, as these do not have holes in the bases, excess water can accumulate and cause root decay, so apply a medium to the inside of the pot that prevents root decay and keep the soil relatively dry. Where possible, such as when using tin items, make a hole in the base.

[image: images]

Glass
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Tin
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Enamel




Types of Soil

The choice of soil is crucial for healthy cultivation of succulents. Here, we introduce soils suited for various purposes, but regardless of the soil mixture, it must drain well. Make sure to place stones in the base of the pot.

Simple and recommended for beginners

Potting medium for succulents

A specialty potting mix available on the market, this contains large amounts of pumice stone grains to improve drainage. As water drains well from this soil it is recommended for beginners, who may tend to overwater.
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To encourage vigorous growth

Blended soil with an akadama base

Potting mix with an akadama soil base is suitable for encouraging fast, vigorous growth. Blend four parts of akadama soil with two parts of humus to create a mixture that retains fertilizer and moisture well. Mixing in one part rice husk charcoal will prevent root decay.
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① Akadama, fine grain, 4 parts

② Rice husk charcoal, 1 part

③ Vermiculite, 1 part

④ Pumice stone, fine grain, 2 parts

⑤ Humus, 2 parts




To encourage compact growth

Blended soil with a pumice base

For growing plants in small pots or in a compact arrangement, a well-draining pumice base is recommended. Using 50 per cent pumice allows excess water to drain out quickly. It does not hold fertilizer well so limits development.
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① Pumice, fine grain, 5 parts

② Vermiculite, 2 parts

③ Akadama, fine grain, 2 parts

④ Rice husk charcoal, 1 part




Pumice, fine grain

Use this for containers made of glass and for other group plantings that are to be displayed indoors. A medium that prevents root decay should be applied to the pot before this type of soil is put in. It can also be used to decorate the surface of the soil.
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To improve drainage

Stones for the base of the pot, mediums to prevent root decay and so on are convenient and effective for improving drainage and maintaining root health. In particular, stones are crucial for lining the pot when using potting mix with a water-retaining akadama base.

Stones to line the pot

Place these in the bottom of the pot to improve drainage and air permeability and prevent root decay. Aim to fill 1/5 of the pot with stones, or use more if the pot is large and deep.
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Medium to prevent root decay

These must be used when planting in pots such as those made from glass and other materials that do not have drainage holes. They absorb waste material from the roots and have the effect of gradually transferring nutrients to the roots as well.
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Everyday Care for Growing Attractive Plants

As plants that like dry, warm places, succulents do not cope well with hot, humid summers and cold winters. However, if they are cultivated in sufficiently sunny environments where air circulates well, they will grow to be healthy and attractive plants. Learn more about the best places to keep them depending on the season, watering tips and so on to enjoy growing them.


Where to keep succulents


[image: images]

Care for them outdoors where it is sunny and air circulates well

A spot outdoors that receives plenty of sun and air is best. If kept somewhere with inadequate sunlight and a lack of good air circulation, the plant’s leaves will change to an unattractive color and it will become straggly. In spring, keep succulents outdoors in a sunny spot for long periods of time to make sure they receive plenty of sunlight. Long rainy periods can cause plant stock to decay, so during the rainy season keep them undercover out of the rain.
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Keep out of strong sunlight and humidity and allow the plant to rest

In summer, high temperatures and humidity and harsh sunlight are cause for concern as they can cause decay. Use shade cloth to create shadow or move the plant to a cool, semi-shaded spot, significantly reduce watering and allow the plant to rest.




[image: images]

Gradually familiarize the plant with sunlight and make sure it receives plenty of sun and air

In the fall, once the heat starts to ease off at around the start of September, gradually get the plant used to the sunlight. From October, return it to a spot with plenty of sun and fresh air.
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Keep out of cold winds at a temperature above 41ºF/5ºC.

For the most part, in winter succulents should be kept indoors or under cover at a minimum of 41ºF/5ºC. Even in regions that are relatively mild, plants will suffer if directly in the path of the cold winds of mid-winter. If keeping under cover, move plants indoors overnight or cover them with plastic sheeting against the cold and monitor the temperature carefully. Take particular care over winter to keep plants drier than usual so that they don’t freeze.




Watering

Leaves store water, so avoid frequent watering

The basic rule for watering is to wait until the soil has completely dried out until giving the plant any more water. In spring and fall, when the plant is experiencing growth, plenty of water should be given. From the rainy season in mid-June through to the middle of September when it is still extremely hot, watering should be dramatically reduced in order to rest and slow the plant’s growth. Too much watering can cause the plant to decay. Similarly, during the extremely cold period from December to February, the plant should be kept on the dry side. If moisture remains in the soil it can freeze overnight, so particular care is needed. Increase watering gradually from March.




Cultivating and enjoying succulents indoors
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Give succulents more than four hours of sunlight per day

If keeping plants indoors, place them by a window where they can receive over four hours of sunlight per day (in summer, when the sun is harsh, place them in semi shade). Occasionally rotate the pot so that the plant does not grow in one direction. Inadequate sunlight will cause the plant to grow weak, but sudden direct sunlight can burn the leaves, so be sure to allow the plant to acclimate to sunlight gradually.

Prevent mouldering with adequate fresh air

In general, if the plant is displayed indoors for three days, it should be placed outdoors for four. This said, in winter, moving the plant suddenly from a warm indoor environment to a cold outdoor spot will cause it to wither, so it is best to keep plants indoors. Water the plant only when the soil is completely dry, giving plenty of water in spring and fall and reducing the amount during summer and winter.



 

Maintaining Plants’ Shape

When the stems in a group planting start sticking out or the form becomes unruly, prune the plants to restore its attractive appearance. In particular, prune as if to thin out around the base of plants before the rainy season to reduce the number of stalks and improve air circulation, thereby preventing mouldering and decay.


Attractive, freshly completed group planting
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Shown is the group planting introduced on p22, using Othonna capensis, Sedum rubrotinctum f. variegata and Crassula rupestris f.




Unruly appearance 3-4 months later

[image: images]

Left untended, the stems have grown out of control. Prune to restore the attractive form of a freshly completed planting to group plantings that have lost their definition.




Use scissors to trim overgrown stems

[image: images]

Cut overgrown stems so that they line up cleanly with the edge of the pot. In sections where the stems are tangled up together, trim from the base of the plant to thin them out.




Transformed to a compact shape

[image: images]

Here, the arrangement leaves a clean, tidy impression. Pruning improves air circulation and prevents mouldering. The pruned stems can be used as cuttings.



Increasing Stock

Stock of succulents can be increased simply by planting stems trimmed off during pruning or placing fallen leaves on the soil. Spring and fall are the best seasons for planting as temperatures are stable.


Cuttings

Poke stems that were trimmed off during pruning into the soil to easily increase plant stock. The trick for successful planting is to dry out the cut section first.

[image: images]

Trim off stems that have grown too long and straggly. Pictured is Crassula conjuncta.




[image: images]

Remove leaves to create a stem that will be inserted into the soil (app. 1”/2.5 cm). Place it in shade for 10-14 days to dry out the cut section, then poke into dry soil.




[image: images]

Keep in a bright shaded area and water after a week to stimulate root growth. Once the roots have started growing after about 10 days, move to a sunny spot.




Growing from leaves

This method involves placing leaves on the soil surface. Varieties that shed leaves naturally such as Sedum prolifera, Crassula radicans and similar are ideal.

[image: images]

Using scissors to remove leaves, also cuts the section that’s crucial for root growth, so always remove leaves by hand. Pictured is Graptopetalum ‘Bronze’.




[image: images]

Place the leaf on top of potting mix for succulents or fine grain akadama soil and keep in a bright shaded area. Do not water and make sure to keep the soil dry.




[image: images]

After about a month, the leaf will put out roots. Move it to a sunny spot and mist it. The original leaf will die after about 2-3 months.
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