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Introduction



A friend once told me that Bargello quilts should be set to music. My musical accompaniment of choice would be Mozart’s “Overture to the Marriage of Figaro”—simple, uncomplicated, and yet exhilarating and characterized by motion. An achievable technique that produces deceptively complex-looking results is as gratifying as a good piece of music.

In my first book, Bargello—Quilts in Motion (by C&T Publishing), I used two colorways per quilt, a single scribble, and a background. For my large projects this time around, I added more scribbles, more color, more fabrics, and a more complicated appearance by using up to four colorways in a quilt. I’ve also included some smaller, simpler projects that bear my children’s nicknames for the prospective Bargello artist who wants to start small and grow into it.

The fabulous thing about Bargello quilts is that no matter how gloriously complex they become on my graph paper, their construction is still the same straightforward process with no additional piecing skills required—just more fabrics. While most quilt styles confine quilters to 4–8 fabrics, Bargello sets them free to pack 20–40 different fabrics into a single quilt!

I think of a Bargello quilt as an artistic design having a “stationary” background with a “moving” foreground scribbled across it. From that perspective, I wondered what a Bargello quilt would look like with multiple scribbles crisscrossing and winding around each other. In the same way that so many things in daily life get entangled—shoelaces, necklaces in the jewelry box, or hoses tossed in the garden shed—the finished composition has the braided and woven look of twisted rope, intertwined ribbons, or knotted laces, with the colors all tangled up.
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Basic Bargello Construction



Selecting Fabric

Bargello quilts present the opportunity to put a large variety of fabrics into a single quilt. The projects in this book use two to four sets of fabric. There are six to ten fabrics within each set, all related to each other by style or color and arranged in order from light to dark values. A set could contain a light-to-dark gradation of prints, multiple values of a single color, or a gradually darker series of either warm or cool colors.

The sets used in each quilt should harmonize but also strongly contrast with each other. For example, the green and purple scribble sets in Tangled Angles contrast with each other and the black floral set used as the background set.

[image: ]

Detail of Tangled Angles

Cutting Fabric into Strips

1. Fold the fabric wrong sides together and selvage to selvage. Fold the fabric again to bring the selvage edges even with the first fold.

2. Place the fabric on a rotary cutting mat with one of the folded edges along one of the horizontal lines on the mat.

3. Square off the uneven edge.
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Square the edge of the fabric.

4. Cut the strips to the desired width across the grain of the fabric. The projects in this book use 2½˝ strips.
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Cut strips.



Note: Create a Fabric Number Chart



Each fabric used in a Bargello quilt needs a number. To help keep track of your fabrics, save a small piece of each fabric to use in a fabric number chart. Tape a piece of each fabric next to its number on the chart. You will refer to this chart throughout the entire process.
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Fabric number chart



Constructing Strip Sets

1. Construct strip sets by sewing together the strips in numerical order, light to dark, using a consistent ¼˝ seam allowance.

2. Construct separate strip sets for each of the scribbles and the background. The required number of strip sets from each fabric group will be indicated in the instructions for each project.

3. Press lightly with all seam allowances in the same direction. Wait until you have constructed the columns to press the seams firmly in place.
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Sew together strips.

Tip: Avoiding Curved Strip Sets

To avoid a curved strip set, alternate the end from which you begin stitching as you add fabric strips. The fastest way I’ve found to accomplish this is by chain piecing the strips in pairs, always having the even-numbered fabric on the top.

For example, sew fabric 2 to fabric 1 with fabric 2 on top, and sew fabric 4 to fabric 3 with fabric 4 on top. Snip the threads between the strip pairs. Sew the 1-2 pair to the 3-4 pair with fabric 2 on top of fabric 3. Sew the 5-6 pair to the 7-8 pair with fabric 6 on top of fabric 7, and so on. Your sewing direction will automatically have to be started from the end opposite the first seams if you keep the even-numbered fabric on top.

Using the Design Chart

Bargello quilts consist of columns, each constructed individually and then sewn together, moving left to right across the design chart. The one- or two-page design chart for each project has the column numbers across the top line, with the cut width for each column immediately below it. Under the cut width is the first fabric number in each column.

Construct the columns one at a time, referring to the design chart and your fabric number chart. You will need to pick apart some of the strip-set seams in order to add partial strip sets to your column.

Save the unused portions of your strip sets for use in later columns of the same width. These strip-set portions can be stored in resealable plastic bags or small baskets labeled with the column width. You can trim leftover partial columns to fit in later narrower columns if needed.
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Design chart

Tip: Create a Row-minder

One of the challenges of building a row-based quilt is keeping track of where you are in the pattern. Create a simple “row-minder” using a piece of paper or a semiopaque plastic report cover, tape, and a paper clip or project clip. Cut the paper or report cover into 4 pieces: 2 rectangles 2˝ × 11˝ and 2 rectangles ¼˝ × 4¼˝. Place the 2 larger rectangles side by side with exactly a ¼˝ space between them. Tape the smaller rectangles across the top and bottom of the larger pieces to create a ¼˝ window. Use a paper clip or project clip to hold the row-minder in place on your pattern.
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Cutting Bargello Strips

1. Fold the constructed strips sets in half along the middle seam, wrong sides together.

2. Place the fold along a horizontal line on a rotary cutting mat.

3. Square off the uneven edge.

4. Referring to your project’s design chart, rotary cut the required number of Bargello strips at the desired widths across the strip set.
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Cut strips from strip sets.

USING STRIPED BACKGROUND FABRIC

You can use a single striped fabric as the background for any of the quilts in this book. A strip of the striped fabric substitutes for the background strip-set slices. You can calculate the length of the strip by counting the number of background spaces in the column, multiplying by two, and adding ½˝ for the seam allowance.
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Cut strips along the length of the stripe.

Constructing Columns

1. Sew the Bargello strips together end to end to form columns, removing and adding portions of strip sets as indicated in the project’s design chart. Start with column 1 and work from top to bottom; then work left to right across the design.
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Sew strips into columns.

2. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in each column.
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Write the column number on the first rectangle in each column.

3. Firmly press all the seam allowances for each completed column. Alternate the pressing direction with each new column so that seams in adjoining columns are pressed in opposite directions. I suggest pressing each odd-numbered column toward the bottom of the column and each even-numbered column toward the top. This creates the alternation needed to have the seams match up and nest, so the resulting seam will be neat and flat.
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Press the seam allowances in alternating directions.

Sewing Columns

1. Moving left to right across the design chart, match the horizontal seams of each new column to the previous column.

2. Pin every 6˝–8˝ and sew, taking care not to stretch the fabric as you go.
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Sew the columns together.

3. If you aren’t going to add borders to the quilt, staystitch close to the edge along both sides of the quilt to keep the seams together when quilting.

4. Finish as desired, using your preferred quilting and binding techniques. For finishing information, refer to my first book, Bargello—Quilts in Motion (by C&T Publishing) or to ctpub.com > scroll down to Support: Quiltmaking Basics & Sewing Tips > How to Finish Your Quilt.



Note: To Fuss or Not to Fuss



You can spend a lot of time fussing over matching each horizontal seam exactly to the previous column. Having redone seams and stretched or tucked to strive for exact matches, I’ve found that I am happier with the end result if I sew the strip-set seam allowances as accurately as I can, pin together the columns, attach them, and don’t look back.

If you feel tempted to stretch, tuck, and redo for perfection, your quilt will likely end up appearing distorted, puckered, and generally distressed. Don’t do it. Besides, I’m a great fan of finished quilts, and extreme perfection takes more time than most people want to spend on a single project. The Bargello style is very forgiving: There are no points to match up, and the design is supposed to spill across the quilt. The viewer’s eye naturally follows the movement of the design as a whole rather than the accuracy of each individual piece.

To avoid a curved project, alternate the end from which you begin sewing as you sew the columns together, just as you did when assembling the strip sets.



Adding Mitered Borders

If you want borders on your quilt, borders with mitered corners provide a nice finish for Bargello quilts.

1. Cut the required number of border strips to the desired width.

2. To calculate each border piece, measure the length of the quilt side to which the border will be attached. Add to that number twice the width of the finished borders and an additional 6˝. For example, if your quilt measurement is 80˝ and the finished border will be 5 wide, make a border piece that is at least 96˝ long (80˝ + 5˝ + 5˝ + 6˝). Piece together the border strips as needed for the required lengths.

3. Mark the center of the quilt edge and the center of the border piece with pins. Match up the pins and pin the border to the quilt, working from the center toward the edges. Leave 1 border width plus 3˝ of border extending past each corner of the quilt.

4. Sew the border to the quilt, starting and stopping ¼˝ from the corners. Backstitch or knot so the seams don’t come undone. Measuring and pinning this way avoids having a border that is longer than the quilt edge, which would cause a ruffled effect.

5. To miter the corners, place the border corner flat on a pressing surface. Fold the vertical border piece on a diagonal to make the mitered corner, and press.
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Fold on the diagonal and press.

6. Press the 2 strips right sides together and stitch in the pressed crease.
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Stitch in the pressed crease.

7. Trim the excess fabric to a ¼˝ seam allowance, and press the seam open.
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Trim and press the seam open.

Tip: Multiple Borders

If you are using multiple borders, sew them all together first; then sew them to the quilt. This way you can miter the corners all at once rather than individually for each border.



PROJECTS
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All Tangled Up



FINISHED QUILT: 89˝ × 96½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016

Canoeing the Manistee River near my home from Rainbow Jim’s Landing to the US 131 Bridge is a six-hour ride. The trip is only a few miles as the crow flies, but the river twists and turns and folds back on itself, sliding in and out of oxbows and connecting with smaller creeks so that its map looks like a blue ribbon that got all tangled up.

For this quilt, I chose a more subdued color scheme than I usually use. I started with rich gold metallic-etched prints for the background and then picked out a range from peach to rust and dusty-blue color stories to scribble over them.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–10): ¾ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 11–20): ⅝ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 21–30): ¾ yard each of 10 print fabrics

Backing: 8 yards (2¾ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 97˝ × 105˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 8 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

8 using the scribble 1 fabrics

6 using the scribble 2 fabrics

7 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1½˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 1 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 21–27).

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 26–30).

6. Add a full background strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1–6).

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

2 from scribble 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 30).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 21–25).

5. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

6. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 19 and 20).

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 28–30).

8. Add a full background strip.

9. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1–7).

10. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

11. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.

[image: ]

[image: ]


[image: ]


Clove Hitch



FINISHED QUILT: 91˝ × 92½˝
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Pieced by Greg Barner, quilted by Angie Taylor, 2016

When securing the stick used in hanging a bear bag with the Pacific Crest Trail method, my backpacking friends use a clove hitch knot. I’m no good at tying a decent knot, but I do have fond memories of hilarious moments spent trying to get a food bag hung in the trees before dark while grading each other’s overhand throw and knot-tying expertise.

This is my general impression of what a clove hitch knot is supposed to look like, rendered in some of my favorite color stories—aqua and magenta with black prints.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–10): ¾ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 11–18): ½ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Background (fabrics 19–28): ¾ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Backing: 8¼ yards (2¾ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 99˝ × 100˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 8 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

8 using the scribble 1 fabrics

5 using the scribble 2 fabrics

7 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

1 each from scribbles 1 and 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a full background strip.

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a full background strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19–25).

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabric 19).

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 1½˝ strips:

1 each from scribbles 1 and 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 20–28).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a full background strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19–25).

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19 and 20).

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Flip Flop



FINISHED QUILT: 65˝ × 90½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Greg Barner, 2016

Flip Flop was originally a design challenge that Greg issued for his birthday quilt. The required parameters were that the quilt had to be twin to full size and have at least three colorways, as much twisting and interlocking as possible, and a feature that the other patterns don’t have—the flipped-over scribble.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ⅝ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ½ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 17–24): ¾ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 5½ yards (2⅛ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 73˝ × 99˝

Binding: ¾ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 9 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

6 using the scribble 1 fabrics

5 using the scribble 2 fabrics

7 strip sets using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

2 each from scribbles 1 and 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 1 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17 and 18).

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip (reverse order: fabrics 16–9).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 23 and 24).

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Add a full background strip.

8. Add a partial background strip (fabric 17).

9. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

10. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

11. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

3 from scribble 1

2 from scribble 2

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 24).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip (reverse order: fabrics 16–9).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 23 and 24).

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

8. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17–23).

9. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

10. Add a partial background strip (fabric 17).

11. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

12. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Hoses in the Shed



FINISHED QUILT: 75˝ × 92½˝
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Pieced by Ruth Ann Berry, quilted by Robert McDonald, 2016

More organized gardeners store their watering hoses neatly wrapped around a hose wheel; my hoses spend their winters tossed in the shed and their springs being untangled from the knotted chaos. The green and yellow scribbles in this quilt are representative of my kinked hoses sprawled over my flower garden background.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ¾ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ½ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics

Background (fabrics 17–24): ⅞ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 7 yards (2½ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 83˝ × 101˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 9 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

7 using the scribble 1 fabrics

5 using the scribble 2 fabrics

9 using the background fabrics

[image: ]

Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 3˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 2 strip.

3. Add a full background strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17–20).

5. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

6. Add a full background strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17 and 18).

8. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¾˝ strips:

3 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 24).

3. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

4. Add a full background strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17 and 18).

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

8. Add a full background strip.

9. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

10. Add a partial background strip (fabric 17).

11. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

12. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Jewelry Box



FINISHED QUILT: 80˝ × 96½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2015

What law of physics is it that causes two necklaces laid in the same jewelry box to get so hopelessly entangled? Is it the spin of the earth? Gravity? High tide? The alignment of the planets? Separating the chains can require needle-nose pliers, bifocals, and a lot of patience.

For Jewelry Box, I stepped out of my color comfort zone into a combination I’ve personally never tried before—muted greens and reds floating over a gray-to-black set. I’m a bright colors girl, so I had to work hard at toning it down, but I really did like the results paired with my favorite drawing.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–10): ⅝ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 11–20): ⅝ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 21–30): ¾ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Backing: 7⅓ yards (2½ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 88˝ × 105˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

6 using the scribble 1 fabrics

6 using the scribble 2 fabrics

7 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2½˝ strips:

1 each from scribbles 1 and 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 29 and 30).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 26–30).

5. Add a full background strip.

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a full background strip.

8. Add a partial background strip (fabric 21).

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¾˝ strips:

1 from scribble 1

2 from scribble 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 28–30).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 28–30).

5. Add a full background strip.

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 19 and 20).

8. Add a full background strip.

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.

[image: ]

[image: ]


[image: ]


Sneaker Laces



FINISHED QUILT: 98˝ × 98½˝

[image: ]

Pieced by Greg Barner, quilted by Angie Taylor, 2015

Before hook-and-loop tape became the shoe closure of choice, knotted-up laces were a common cause of frustration for novice shoe-tiers on their way to kindergarten.

The original color plan for this quilt was to try pink and brown together. It was harder to decide what to use for a background, but I did finally find a series of medallion prints with pink and brown motifs and a light-to-dark value gradation that worked.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ¾ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ¾ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics

Background (fabrics 17–24): ⅞ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 9 yards (3 yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 106˝ × 107˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 8 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 8 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 10 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 11 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

8 using the scribble 1 fabrics

8 using the scribble 2 fabrics

10 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

2 each from scribbles 1 and 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 1 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19–24).

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 20–24).

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabric 24).

8. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

9. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 18–22).

10. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

11. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2½˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

3 from scribble 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 2–8).

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19–24).

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

5. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 15 and 16).

6. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 20–24).

7. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1–7).

8. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

9. Add a partial background strip (fabric 24).

10. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17–21).

11. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

12. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Tackle Box



FINISHED QUILT: 87˝ × 96½˝
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Pieced by Ruth Ann Berry, quilted by Robert McDonald, 2015

My small tackle box has only a basic assortment of crankbait, beetle spins, jigs, and poppers, but the treble hooks have a way of grabbing each other that keeps the whole box a tangled mess.

Sunshine sparkling on the water is the inspiration for this quilt’s color theme. Bright and bold prints are the perfect background for sunny-day-on-the-lake colors.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ¾ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ¾ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 17–24): ⅞ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 8 yards (2¾ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 95˝ × 105˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 10 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

7 using the scribble 1 fabrics

7 using the scribble 2 fabrics

10 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2½˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 2 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 19–24).

4. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

5. Add 2 full background strips.

6. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17 and 18).

7. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

3 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 24)

3. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 21–24).

5. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

6. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

7. Add 2 full background strips.

8. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

9. Add a partial background strip (fabric 17).

10. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

11. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Tangled Angles



FINISHED QUILT: 98½˝ × 105˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2014

My go-to background set is black prints. It seems like any bright color combination steps forward when laid over the top of the comparatively dark backdrop. I think the contrast causes the background to visually recede and gives the impression of depth.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–10): ½ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 11–20): ½ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 21–30): ¾ yard each of 10 print fabrics

Borders 1 and 5: 1¼ yards

Border 2: ½ yard

Border 3: ⅔ yard

Border 4: ⅔ yard

Backing: 9 yards (3¼ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 107˝ × 113˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 7 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 11 strips.

Borders 1 and 5: Cut 21 strips 2˝ × the width of fabric.

Borders 2 and 3: Cut 10 strips 1¼˝ × the width of fabric for each border.

Border 4: Cut 11 strips 1¾˝ × the width of fabric.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

6 using the scribble 1 fabrics

6 using the scribble 2 fabrics

7 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1½˝ strips:

1 each from scribbles 1 and 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a full background strip.

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 25–30).

5. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

6. Add a full background strip.

7. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

8. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

2 each from scribbles 1 and 2

3 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 22–30).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 9 and 10).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 27–30).

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 19 and 20).

8. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 21–29).

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.

Add the Borders

Refer to Adding Mitered Borders.
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Twisty Knot



FINISHED SIZE: 91½˝ × 92½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016

I wanted to try a Bargello that was made entirely with fabrics from a single fabric company. Twisty Knot is constructed all from the Plaster of Paris and Zuzu’s Petals collections by Frond Design Studios.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–10): ⅝ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 11–20): ½ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics

Scribble 3 (fabrics 21–30): ½ yard each of 10 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 31–36): ¾ yard each of 6 solid or tonal fabrics

Backing: 8¾ yards (2⅞ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 100˝ × 101˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 3: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 8 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

6 using the scribble 1 fabrics

5 using the scribble 2 fabrics

5 using the scribble 3 fabrics

8 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Scribble 3 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

1 each from scribbles 1, 2, and 3

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 2–6).

3. Add a full background strip.

4. Add a full scribble 3 strip.

5. Add a full background strip.

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 35 and 36).

8. Add a full background strip.

9. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabric 1).

10. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

11. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

2 each from scribbles 1 and 3

1 from scribble 2

4 from the background

2. Start with a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1–4).

3. Add a full background strip.

4. Add a full scribble 3 strip.

5. Add a partial scribble 3 strip (fabrics 29 and 30).

6. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 33–36).

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 35 and 36).

8. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

9. Add a full background strip.

10. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1 and 2).

11. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

12. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Braided



FINISHED QUILT: 82˝ × 96½˝
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Pieced by Ruth Ann Berry, quilted by Robert McDonald, 2016

I used a multicolor stripe in place of the background strip set in this quilt. A background strip set of six fabrics could be used in place of the striped fabric, as done in my friend Jane’s Cathedral Windows in the gallery.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ½ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ⅝ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 3 (fabrics 17–24): ⅝ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 25–30): ¾ yard each of 6 print fabrics or 3⅛ yards of a multicolor, variable-width stripe fabric

Backing: 7½ yards (2½ yards if 108˝ wide)

Batting: 90˝ × 105˝

Binding: 1 yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 4 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 3: Cut 6 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 9 strips from each fabric or cut the strips from striped fabric (see Using Striped Background Fabric).

Binding: Cut 10 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

4 using the scribble 1 fabrics

6 using the scribble 2 fabrics

6 using the scribble 3 fabrics

9 using the background fabrics (See the instructions for each column for cutting striped fabric, below.)

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

3 from scribble 2

4 from the background (If using a striped fabric, cut 2¼˝ strips in the following lengths: 4½˝, 20½˝, and 24½˝.)

2. Start with a full scribble 2 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 25 and 26) or a 4½˝ length of striped fabric.

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 27–30), followed by a full background strip, or add a 20½˝ length of striped fabric.

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 29 and 30), followed by a full background strip and another partial background strip (fabrics 25–28), or add a 24½˝ length of striped fabric.
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Scribble 3 strip set
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Striped background fabric

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2½˝ strips:

5 from scribble 2

4 from the background (If using a striped fabric, cut 2¼˝ strips in the following lengths: 2½˝, 16½˝, and 22½˝.)

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 30) or a 2½˝ length of striped fabric.

3. Add 2 full scribble 2 strips.

4. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 15 and 16).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 29 and 30), followed by a full background strip, or add a 16½˝ length of striped fabric.

6. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

7. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 15 and 16).

8. Add a full background strip, followed by a partial background strip (fabrics 25–29), or add a 22½˝ length of striped fabric.

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart (at right) for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Bargelly Kate



FINISHED QUILT: 30½˝ × 48½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2015

Kate: the effervescent extrovert who survived a near-fatal accident to live the full life and become a light to the world around her. For this quilt, I went back to the batik scribble and the aqua-to-blue background used in the cover quilt for my first book, Bargello—Quilts in Motion. It’s my Batikiello color scheme on a smaller scale, just large enough to get the sense of motion with less time and fabric commitment.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble (fabrics 1–8): ⅓ yard each of 8 prints or batiks

Background (fabrics 9–16): ¼ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics

Backing: 1⅝ yards

Batting: 39˝ × 57˝

Binding: ½ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble: Cut 3 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 2 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 5 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets .

Construct the strip sets:

3 using the scribble fabrics

2 using the background fabrics
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Scribble strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2½˝ strips:

2 from the scribble

1 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 13–16).

4. Add a full scribble strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–12).

6. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

7. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

3 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 16).

3. Add a full scribble strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 15 and 16).

5. Add a full scribble strip.

6. Add a partial scribble strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–11).

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Bargelly Ben



FINISHED QUILT: 30½˝ × 48½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2015

Ben: the pensive, contemplative mix of tenderness and intelligence. I liked the color scheme of purple on black print for Tangled Angles, so I repeated it here for this smaller project. I consider it Tangled Angles Junior.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble (fabrics 1–8): ⅓ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 9–16): ¼ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 1⅝ yards

Batting: 39˝ × 57˝

Binding: ½ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble: Cut 3 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 2 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 5 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

3 using the scribble fabrics

2 using the background fabrics
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Scribble strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

2 from the scribble

1 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 13–16).

3. Add full scribble strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–12).

5. Add a full scribble strip.

6. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

7. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

2 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 14–16).

3. Add a full scribble strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–12).

5. Add a full scribble strip.

6. Add a partial background strip (fabric 9).

7. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

8. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Bargelly Jord



FINISHED QUILT: 31˝ × 48½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2015

Jord: the energetic, big-hearted, adventurous servant and family man. The color scheme for this smaller project makes it the “mini-me” for All Tangled Up. It’s an opportunity to try a looped scribble in a fast and easy wallhanging.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble (fabrics 1–8): ⅓ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 9–16): ¼ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Backing: 1⅝ yards

Batting: 39˝ × 57˝

Binding: ½ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble: Cut 3 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 2 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 5 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

3 using the scribble fabrics

2 using the background fabrics

[image: ]

Scribble strip set

[image: ]

Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 2¼˝ strips:

2 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial scribble strip (fabrics 5–8).

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 11–16).

4. Add a full scribble strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–14).

6. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

7. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

3 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial scribble strip (fabrics 4–8).

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 13–16).

4. Add a full scribble strip.

5. Add a partial scribble strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

6. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 9–13).

7. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

8. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Bargelly Drew



FINISHED QUILT: 63˝ × 81½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Greg Barner, 2016

Drew: the elusive, imaginative thinker. The nature colors in this quilt make it the little brother to Greg’s Woody quilt in the gallery. I wanted to have some crisscrossing scribble action without creating a large project.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ⅜ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ⅜ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 17–24): ⅜ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Border 1: ⅝ yard

Border 2: 1⅛ yards

Backing: 5 yards

Batting: 71˝ × 90˝

Binding: ⅝ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 4 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 4 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 4 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 8 strips.

Border 1: Cut 7 strips.

Border 2: Cut 7 strips 5˝ × the width of fabric.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

4 using the scribble 1 fabrics

4 using the scribble 2 fabrics

4 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 20–24).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 23 and 24).

5. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17–19).

8. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

9. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

3 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 21–24).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 23 and 24).

6. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 9–14).

7. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

8. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 17–20).

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.

Add the Borders

Refer to Adding Mitered Borders.
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Bargelly Pam



FINISHED QUILT: 46½˝ × 64½˝
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Pieced and quilted by Greg Barner, 2016

Pam: the elegant creative, full of gentleness and grace. The happy color scheme of this quilt makes it the little sister to Hoses in the Shed. I packed four fun colorways into this throw-size project because I just couldn’t leave any of them out.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble 1 (fabrics 1–8): ¼ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 2 (fabrics 9–16): ⅓ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Scribble 3 (fabrics 17–24): ¼ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 25–32): ⅓ yard each of 8 print fabrics

Backing: 3 yards

Batting: 54˝ × 72˝

Binding: ½ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble 1: Cut 2 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 2: Cut 3 strips from each fabric.

Scribble 3: Cut 2 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 3 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 6 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

2 using the scribble 1 fabrics

3 using the scribble 2 fabrics

2 using the scribble 3 fabrics

3 using the background fabrics
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Scribble 1 strip set
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Scribble 2 strip set
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Scribble 3 strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1¾˝ strips:

2 from scribble 1

1 from scribble 2

1 from the background

2. Start with a full scribble 1 strip.

3. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 25–27).

4. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 28–32).

6. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

7. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

8. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 2˝ strips:

2 each from scribbles 1 and 2

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabric 32).

3. Add a full scribble 1 strip.

4. Add a partial background strip (fabric 25).

5. Add a full scribble 2 strip.

6. Add a partial scribble 2 strip (fabrics 15 and 16).

7. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 28–32).

8. Add a partial scribble 1 strip (fabrics 1–7).

9. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

10. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Bargelly Jake



FINISHED QUILT: 53˝ × 60½˝
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Pieced by Sharon Kaiser, quilted by Barbara Gurn, 2016

Jake: the empathetic philosopher, meticulous and thoughtful. This quilt was made with love by my gracious friend and fellow quilt shop owner, Sharon. I’m delighted with Sharon’s aqua and orange color combination. There was a time when I would never have put the two colors together, but they’ve been combined in a few of my more recent projects. I wonder why I didn’t do it before.

MATERIALS

Yardages are based on 40˝ usable width. The fabrics in each scribble and background set should graduate in value from light to dark.

Scribble (fabrics 1–8): ½ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Background (fabrics 9–16): ⅜ yard each of 8 solid or tonal fabrics in the same color family

Backing: 3½ yards

Batting: 61˝ × 68˝

Binding: ⅝ yard

CUTTING

Create a fabric number chart by attaching a small clipping of each fabric to a piece of paper. Number the fabrics in each group from lightest (lowest number) to darkest (highest number).

Cut all strips, including bindings, 2½˝ × the width of fabric unless noted otherwise.

Scribble: Cut 5 strips from each fabric.

Background: Cut 4 strips from each fabric.

Binding: Cut 7 strips.

Assemble the Strip Sets

Seam allowances are ¼˝ for all quilt assembly steps. Construct each strip set in numerical order from light to dark. Refer to Constructing Strip Sets.

Construct the strip sets:

5 using the scribble fabrics

4 using the background fabrics
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Scribble strip set
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Background strip set

Construct the Columns

Refer to Cutting Bargello Strips and Constructing Columns as needed.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 1

1. From the strip sets, cut 1½˝ strips:

2 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a full background strip.

3. Add a full scribble strip.

4. Add a full background strip.

5. Add a partial scribble strip (fabrics 1–6).

6. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

7. Press the seam allowances toward the bottom of the column.

CONSTRUCT COLUMN 2

1. From the strip sets, cut 1½˝ strips:

3 from the scribble

2 from the background

2. Start with a partial background strip (fabrics 10–16).

3. Add a full scribble strip.

4. Add a partial scribble strip (fabrics 7 and 8).

5. Add a partial background strip (fabrics 11–16).

6. Add a partial scribble strip (fabrics 1–7).

7. Mark the column number on the back of the first rectangle in the column.

8. Press the seam allowances toward the top of the column.

CONSTRUCT THE REMAINING COLUMNS

Use the same process to create the rest of the columns, referring to the design chart for cut widths and fabric order. Alternate the pressing direction for each column.

Sew Together the Columns

Sew the vertical seams as described in Sewing Columns.
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Cathedral Windows, 76˝ × 91˝, pieced by Jane Roesemeier, quilted by Angie Taylor, 2016

Jane’s color choices were inspired by a visit to a church with similarly colored stained glass windows. Cathedral Windows is Jane’s version of Braided. She substituted a gray strip set in place of the striped fabric in the project quilt’s background.
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The Butterfly Effect, 76˝ × 87˝, pieced by Sandy Adams, quilted by Angie Taylor, 2016

At Quilt-Naming Night, we all agreed that Sandy’s quilt left the impression of butterfly wings. The colors are much more delicate than in my project quilt, Tackle Box.
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Spring has Sprung, 94˝ × 94˝, pieced by Carolyn Robb, quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016



We had a quilt-naming night in the studio, during which we spread out the gallery quilts and voted on what to name them, with the maker having the final say. Carolyn thought her quilt had the refreshing feeling of green grass after a long winter. Spring has Sprung is Carolyn’s version of Sneaker Laces.

[image: ]


Dragonfly Medley, 106˝ × 106˝, pieced by Janet Mattison,quilted by Angie Taylor, 2016



Janet used a black dragonfly print as the inspiration for her quilt based on Sneaker Laces and then added some of the iridescent aqua and orange coloring often seen on a beautiful dragonfly.
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Mystique, 87½˝ × 89½˝,pieced by Connie Downey,quilted by Angie Taylor, 2016 



Connie is a virtuoso of rich color and design. She usually chooses earth tones but stepped out into greens and blues for this quilt. Mystique is Connie’s version of Tangled Angles.

[image: ]


Black and White and Red All Over,87½˝ × 91˝, pieced by Vi Brott,quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016



Vi had already chosen the black and reds for her “newspaper” quilt. She needed one more set, so she allowed me to help pick out the wild prints to go with them. Black and White and Red All Over is Vi’s version of Tangled Angles.
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Summer Paths, 79˝ × 87½˝, pieced by Carolyn Robb, quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016

Carolyn thought the tranquil colors in this quilt were a reminder of midsummer. Summer Paths is Carolyn’s version of All Tangled Up.
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In and Out, 105˝ × 109½˝, pieced and quilted by Dana Altsman, 2016

Dana is a master of precision craftsmanship and creativity. She used the pattern for All Tangled Up but used a sunset-over-water color scheme and added a pretty border to give it a unique look.
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Woody, 82˝ × 87˝, pieced and quilted by Greg Barner, from the collection of Garwood Hansen, 2016



Greg loves vibrant color and flamboyant prints, but he toned it down just a little in this gift for his brother-in-law. Woody is Greg’s version of Clove Hitch.
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Elegance, 91˝ × 100˝, pieced by Barbette Lane, quilted by Ruth Ann Berry, 2016



I am in awe of Barbette’s sophisticated color story. It’s soothing and breathtaking at the same time. The pattern is based on the inspiration theme of this book: multiple scribbles winding around each other and “floating” over a background that offers enough contrast to provide the impression of motion and depth.
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About the Author



Ruth Ann Berry owned and operated a small-town pharmacy for many years before converting her store into a quilt shop, The Quilter’s Clinic. She enjoys writing quilt books and designing individual patterns representing a variety of styles and techniques. Her focus is on composing quilt patterns designed to create the impression of motion and depth, especially Bargello and other three-dimensional or geometric styles. She considers the shop to be her designer’s studio, where other people are invited to buy fabric.

Ruth Ann is the married mother of six and grandmother of six. She has been blessed with a supportive family of origin, an accommodating husband, and children and grandchildren who are tolerant of the quirks of a mom and nana who regularly disappears for sabbaticals into the north woods and entertains herself doodling quilt designs. She also has charter memberships in three close-knit groups of friends: a hiking/paddling/skiing tribe of outdoor women, the Fellowship of the Riverroom quilting buddies, and a praise team that allows her to play keyboards for them. She defines herself by her relationships with the incredible people whose intersecting, tangled-up life paths make her world a more beautiful place.
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Photo by Mike Drilling, Windborne Photographic Studios



Also by Ruth Ann Berry:
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