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The 3-in-1 Betsy Bag

Finished bag: 12˝ wide × 17˝ high × 5˝ deep

This fun, versatile tote can be used three ways. Coming back from the farmer’s market with more produce than you expected? Use it straight up with the straps attached at the top for those times when you need a really big bag. Attach the straps at the middle, tuck the top panel inside, and you have a sleeker, smaller tote. Or keep the straps in the middle and use the drawstring to create a midsized bag that will keep your contents secure. It also features an optional exterior zipper pocket to keep your phone or keys handy, as well as a large, sectioned interior pocket to help keep you organized.

This project uses kraft•tex (by C&T Publishing), a rugged paper product that cuts, sews, and washes like fabric but looks and feels like leather. It’s very easy to use and doesn’t require any special tools—just regular sewing supplies and a sewing machine. It is available in a variety of neutral colors.
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MATERIALS

Yardage is based on 42˝-wide fabric. Allow extra fabric for directional prints.

kraft•tex: 1 roll (19˝ × 1½ yards) for bottom panel, edge finishing strips, straps, and D-ring anchors

Main fabric (A): ⅔ yard for top panel, middle panel, and outer zipper pocket

Contrasting fabric (B): ¾ yard for inside pocket, straps, and D-ring anchors

Lining: ⅝ yard

Interfacing: 1½ yards of 20˝-wide medium-weight stiff fusible interfacing for top and middle panels and straps (I used Pellon 808 Craft-Fuse.)

1½ yards of 20˝-wide lightweight flexible fusible interfacing for pockets and lining (I used Pellon Shape-Flex.)

Fusible web: 2 strips ¼˝ × 7˝ of fusible web (or fabric glue) to hold zipper before stitching

Zipper: 7˝ long (a longer nylon zipper can be trimmed to size)

D-rings: 8 (to fit a 1˝-wide strap)

Swivel/snap hooks: 4

Cording: 1 piece 60˝ long

Optional: 2–4 cord locks / drawstring toggles (or see Optional Cord Locks, to make your own)


NOTES

• The instructions that follow are written for the bags using kraft•tex. Feel free to change the materials used for the individual elements, but be sure to adjust the materials list and cutting accordingly. See All-Fabric Bag for help. Have fun and make it your own!

• Depending on the fabric used, you may want to use stiffer or softer interfacing as appropriate. In the materials list are the interfacings I used for the bags shown.

• The D-rings and swivel/snap hooks are available at hobby, fabric, and hardware stores.
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tips

Helpful hints for working with kraft•tex:

•For this tote bag project, it’s best to prewash and machine dry the kraft•tex at least once before starting. This will help soften it somewhat and will make it much easier to turn your project inside out. Ironing the washed kraft•tex before you measure and cut will flatten it out for more accurate results. (But don’t worry, you won’t lose that great distressed texture!)

•kraft•tex doesn’t have a true right or wrong side, but if you notice a texture difference between the sides, you may want to designate a “right” side.

•It is easiest to cut the kraft•tex with a rotary cutter and cutting mat.

•Because kraft•tex is a paper product, it’s best to keep a cutting blade and sewing machine needle dedicated to your kraft•tex projects.

•When sewing with kraft•tex, use binder clips (from an office supply store) or quilt binding clips to hold the layers together for sewing. Pins are difficult to push through the material and will leave perforations.

•Because the kraft•tex perforates (similar to vinyl), it is best not to sew back and forth in one place too many times or the material will tear. To secure the stitching at the beginning of a seam, place your presser foot and needle about ¼˝ in along the seamline and stitch backward to the edge, and then proceed to sew forward along the seamline.


CUTTING

kraft•tex

Refer to the cutting layout diagram.

•Cut 1 piece 19˝ × 19˝ for bag bottom.

•Cut 4 pieces 1˝ × 19˝ for edge finishing strips.

•Cut 3 pieces ¾˝ × 25˝ for straps and D-ring anchors.
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Fabric A

•Cut 2 pieces 8˝ × 19˝ for top panel.

•Cut 2 pieces 3½˝ × 19˝ for middle panel.

•Cut 2 pieces 8˝ × 8½˝ for outer zipper pocket.

Fabric B

•Cut 1 piece 12˝ × 19˝ for inside pocket.

•Cut 3 pieces 2˝ × 25˝ for straps and D-ring anchors.

Lining

•Cut 1 piece 19˝ × 41˝.

Interfacing

Medium-weight stiff fusible interfacing:

•Cut 2 pieces 8˝ × 19˝ for top panel.

•Cut 2 pieces 3½˝ × 19˝ for middle panel.

•Cut 3 pieces ⅞˝ × 25˝ for straps and D-ring anchors.

Lightweight flexible fusible interfacing:

•Cut 2 pieces 8˝ × 8½˝ for outside zipper pocket.

•Cut 1 piece 19˝ × 41˝ for lining (optional, depending on fabric).
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Construction

Seam allowances are ¼˝ unless otherwise noted.

Make the Outer Zipper Pocket

1. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to fuse the lightweight flexible interfacing to the wrong side of both of the outer pocket pieces. Set one aside for the pocket back.

2. Fold the remaining piece in half so the piece is now 4˝ × 8½˝ and crease to mark the center. Open it up and mark a ⅜˝ × 6˝ rectangle, centered on the crease, on the wrong (interfaced) side.
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3. Center this pocket piece on one top panel piece, right sides together.

4. Stitch on the marked rectangle through both layers.
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5. Draw a line through the center of the length of the rectangle. Mark a dot on the line ¼˝ in from both ends of the rectangle. Cut along the line between the dots, and then from the dots to the corners, being careful to not cut through the stitching.
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6. Push the pocket piece through the rectangle to the wrong side of the top panel. Press the seams so it all lies flat.

7. Fuse the fusible web strips to the outer edges of the right sides of the zipper tape (or run a line of glue on each side).

8. Place the zipper right side up on an ironing board and place the top panel piece on top, right side up, centering the zipper under the rectangular opening. Make sure the zipper is centered, with the zipper pull within the opening, not under the top panel at all.

9. Fuse the zipper tape in place.

10. Use a zipper foot to edgestitch around the rectangle on the right side of the top panel piece and secure the zipper in place.

11. Turn the top panel piece so the pocket lining is right side up. Layer the second zipper pocket piece on the first pocket piece, right sides together, aligning edges. Pin the 2 side edges of the pocket pieces together as shown.
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12. Fold the top panel piece away from the pocket pieces and sew one side seam with ½˝ seam allowance.
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13. Repeat Step 12 with the other side seam.

14. Baste the top and bottom pocket edges to the top and bottom of the top panel piece with an ⅛˝ seam allowance. The pocket edges will be caught in the seams when the top panel piece is joined to the rest of the bag.

Make the Inside Pocket

1. Fold the 12˝ × 19˝ inside pocket piece in half lengthwise, right sides together. Sew along the bottom (open) edge using a ¼˝ seam. Turn right side out and press. Topstitch ⅛˝ from the upper edge (the edge without the seam).

2. To mark the sewing lines for the pocket divisions, fold the pocket in half, widthwise, and press. Open it up and fold each half into the center fold and press again to create sewing guides for 4 pocket sections.
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Make the Straps

You will be sewing though thick layers of interfacing, fabric, and kraft•tex when attaching the anchors, so test your sewing machine’s settings, using scraps to find the best combination of needle, presser feet, tension, and pressure for you.

1. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fuse one of the ⅞˝ × 25˝ pieces of stiff interfacing, centered, to the wrong side of one of the 2˝ × 25˝ strap fabric pieces. Press both sides of the fabric strip in toward the center, covering the interfacing strip and creating a 1˝-wide strap.

2. Place one of the ¾˝ × 25˝ pieces of kraft•tex, centered, on the side of the strap with the cut edges. Hold it in place with binder clips or quilting clips. Topstitch ⅛˝ from each edge of the kraft•tex and then down the middle. Trim the strap to 24½˝ long to neaten up the ends.

3. To attach the swivel/snap hook, insert the end of the strap, fold the raw edge under ½˝, and then make another 1˝ fold toward the wrong side of the strap. To secure, sew a rectangle, starting along the bottom edge, up the side, across the top as close to the clip as possible, and back down the other side of the strap. (It may be easier to use a zipper foot for this.) Repeat this step to attach the other clip to the other end of the strap.
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4. Repeat Steps 1–3 to make the other strap. Press and set completed straps aside.

Make the D-Ring Anchor Pieces

1. Repeat Make the Straps, Steps 1 and 2, to make another 1˝ × 25˝ topstitched strap. Cut into 8 pieces, each 3˝ long.

2. Fold a 3˝ piece in half, fabric sides together, and insert into a D-ring, with the fold along the straight edge of the D-ring. Backstitching at the beginning and end, sew a straight seam as close as possible to the D-ring. (A zipper foot may help here, too.) Repeat this step to make 8 total D-ring anchors.
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Make the Bag Body

1. Following the manufacturer’s directions, fuse the corresponding interfacing pieces to the wrong sides of 2 middle panel and 2 top panel fabric pieces

2. Sew the 19˝ edge of the middle panel, right side down, to one edge of the 19˝ × 19˝ kraft•tex bag body piece.

3. Repeat Step 2 to sew the other middle panel piece to the opposite end of the kraft•tex piece.

4. On the right side of the fabric, clip a D-ring anchor to the top edge of the middle panel, 5˝ in from the side, with the ring toward the kraft•tex bag body and the raw edge of the anchor strap extending ⅛˝ over the raw edge of the fabric. Clip another D-ring anchor 5˝ in from the other side in the same manner. Important: Make sure the D-ring is facing in, toward the bag bottom. Optional: Baste the anchors in place.
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5. Clip or pin a top panel piece to the edge of the middle panel / kraft•tex body piece, right sides together. Sew together with a ¼˝ seam allowance. After sewing over the D-ring anchors, backstitch over the anchor and then forward again to secure the anchor into the seam. (Using a zipper foot may make it easier to sew these seams close to the D-rings.) Important: If you didn’t baste the anchors, make sure they do not shift under the presser foot and get sewn crookedly. Press.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 to attach 2 D-ring anchors and the top panel on the opposite end of the kraft•tex bag body piece.

7. Flip the D-ring anchors up toward the top of the bag. Clip a 1˝ × 19˝ finishing strip, centered, over one of the middle panel / bag body seams. Topstitch ⅛˝ from the edge, on both sides of the finishing strip. Repeat this step for each of the other 3 middle panel seams.
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8. Fold the bag body in half, right sides together, matching the edges of the finishing strips along the sides. Clip to hold in place.

9. Using a ½˝ seam allowance, sew the sides together, starting from the bottom of the bag.

10. To make a boxed corner, open up the bag body and flatten out a bottom corner to make a triangle, matching the side seam to the center crease in the bottom of the bag. Measure and mark a line 2½˝ in from the tip of the triangle, perpendicular to the side seam. Sew on the line, backstitching on each end and across the center seam to secure. Trim off the corner triangle, leaving a ¼˝ seam allowance. Repeat for the other corner.
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11. Turn the bag right side out.

Make the Lining

1. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions to fuse the lightweight flexible fusible interfacing to the wrong side of the lining fabric.

2. Pin the inner pocket across the right side of the lining, 11˝ down from a short side. The topstitched edge should be the upper edge of the pocket. Attach the pocket to the lining by topstitching along the bottom edge, up and down along each crease, all the way across the pocket as shown.
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3. On the right side of one 19˝ end of the lining fabric, clip 2 D-ring anchors, 5˝ in from each side, with the ring facing downward. The raw edge of the anchor should extend ⅛˝ over the raw edge of the lining. Baste in place. Repeat this step with the last 2 D-ring anchors on the other end.

4. Fold the lining in half width-wise, right sides together, matching up the short sides at the top. Mark an opening for the casing ¾˝ and 1¼˝ down from the upper edge on each side. Sew the side seams of the lining, with a ½˝ seam allowance, starting from the bottom of the bag, being sure to leave the seam unsewn in the ½˝ between the marks. Be sure to backstitch at the beginning and end of each opening to secure.
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5. To finish the casing opening, press open the top of the lining seam and topstitch a square around the opening in the side seam.
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6. Repeat Make the Bag Body, Step 10, to box the corners of the lining. Press.

Assemble the Bag

1. Place the exterior bag body inside of the lining, right sides together. Line up the side seams and pin the top edge of the bag all the way around, making sure that the D-ring anchors on the lining are correctly placed, facing down between the lining and the bag body.
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2. Sew around the top with a ½˝ seam allowance, being sure to leave a 4˝–5˝ opening to turn the bag right side out.

3. Carefully work the bag right side out by scrunching the kraft•tex and pulling it through the opening. Once you have pulled the exterior of the bag out, it is easier to work the kraft•tex back into its tote shape by putting your hand into the interior and pushing the bottom out from the inside to straighten up the sides.
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4. Push the lining inside the tote and press the upper edge of the bag, making sure to press the seam allowance into the opening.

5. Topstitch all the way around the top of the bag, ⅛˝ from the top edge, making sure to neatly catch the opening and sew it shut.

6. Topstitch 1˝ below the top edge of the bag to create the drawstring casing.

7. Attach a safety pin to one end of the cording. Push the safety pin through the casing, all the way around and pull back out the same side you started. Tie the ends of the drawstring together in a knot or use a cord lock to keep them from slipping back into the casing. Note: There is an opening in the casing on both sides of the bag. You can choose to have the cord come out on one or both sides.

8. If you’re making cord locks, follow the instructions in Optional Cord Locks.


All-Fabric Bag

For a slouchier bag, you can replace the kraft•tex with fabric for the bottom panel and edge finishing strips and eliminate the kraft•tex from the straps. Use 2 layers of medium-weight fusible interfacing to add stiffness to the bottom panel.
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OPTION: kraft•tex replaced by pleather, by Gailen Runge

MATERIALS

See Materials for kraft•text bags; note adjustments below for All-Fabric Bag.

Replace kraft•tex with:
Fabric for bottom panel: ⅝ yard

Add:
Fusible interfacing: 1½ yards of 20˝-wide medium-weight stiff fusible interfacing

CUTTING

Fabric

•Cut 1 piece 19˝ × 19˝ for bottom panel.

•Cut 4 pieces 2˝ × 19˝ for edge finishing strips.

Interfacing

•Cut 2 pieces 19˝ × 19˝ for bottom panel.

•Cut 4 pieces 3½˝ × 19˝ for middle panel.

All-Fabric Construction

The bag can be constructed following the same instructions in Construction with two simple changes.

•Fuse 2 layers of interfacing to each fabric piece.

•For the finishing strips, fold under the long edges of the strips ½˝, wrong sides together, to meet in the middle of the wrong side. Press. This finishes the edges. Use as you would the kraft•tex.

Optional Cord Locks

The finished dimensions of the cord lock will vary, based on the thickness of your cording.

•Cut 1 strip 2˝ × 3˝ from one of your fabrics.

•Cut 2 strips 2˝ × 3˝ from medium-weight interfacing.

1. Fuse 2 layers of interfacing to the fabric.

2. Fold long edges of the strip over ½˝ to the wrong side to meet in the center. Press. Figure A
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3. After the cord drawstring has been pulled out of the casing, wrap the fused and folded strip around both cord ends, right side out. Adjust the tightness of the wrap until there is enough space between the 2 cords to stitch between them without catching the cord in the stitching. Figure B
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4. Cut off the end of your fabric strip as necessary to shorten—the end of your strip should be ⅛˝ on one side of the center (between the 2 cords). Carefully stitch between the cords, ⅛˝ from the cut edge of the fabric strip. Figure C

[image: ]


Publisher: Amy Marson

Creative Director: Gailen Runge

Art Director / Designer: Kristy Zacharias

Editor: Liz Aneloski

Technical Editor: Alison M. Schmidt

Production Coordinator: Zinnia Heinzmann

Production Editor: Alice Mace Nakanishi

Photo Assistant: Mary Peyton Peppo

Style photography: Nissa Brehmer


About Betsy LaHonta

Betsy grew up making paper dolls and Barbie doll clothes. While raising a family, she ran a successful craft business for ten years. Today, she enjoys designing beautiful, practical, well-crafted items. She lives in Northern California.

[image: ]

Betsy works at C&T Publishing with the Product Development Team.

If you love quilting, sewing, fiber arts & more—join our email list for updates, special offers and discounts, author news, and the latest links to great freebies and giveaways! (Don't worry, we won't share your info with anyone.)

http://www.ctpub.com/client/client_pages/newsletterB2C.cfm 


The 3-in-1 Betsy Bag Pattern Download

Copyright © 2015 by C&T Publishing, Inc.

ISBN 978-1-61745-170-6

Published by C&T Publishing, Inc.,
PO Box 1456, Lafayette, CA 94549.
www.ctpub.com

All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be used in any form or reproduced by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or information storage and retrieval systems—without written permission from the Publisher.

Acceptable uses of this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT:

1. Purchaser is entitled to print out as many copies of this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT as they wish for personal use. Photocopying, digitizing, and all other forms of copying to “share” or “distribute” the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT, whether for profit or not, is strictly prohibited.

2. Purchaser may not transfer the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT to any other person, via the Internet, email, on disk, in electronic or printed form or any other form without the written permission of C&T Publishing. Purchaser may not make the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT available over a network where it could be used by multiple computers at the same time.

3. Purchaser may not rent, lease, transfer, lend, or share the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT.

Limited Warranty: Limited Warranty on this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT. C&T Publishing, Inc. warrants the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT will be delivered by C&T Publishing, Inc. free from defects in materials and workmanship under normal use for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of original purchase. C&T Publishing, Inc. will not replace the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT due to Purchaser changing computers or accidentally deleting ELECTRONIC PRODUCT or for any other loss of the file that is considered out of the control of C&T Publishing, Inc. Your exclusive remedy under this Section shall be, at C&T Publishing, Inc.’s option, a refund of the purchase price of the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT.

Contact us at 800-284-1114 or www.ctpub.com for more information about the C&T Teachers Program.

We take great care to ensure that the information included in our products is accurate and presented in good faith, but no warranty is provided nor are results guaranteed. Having no control over the choices of materials or procedures used, neither the author nor C&T Publishing, Inc., shall have any liability to any person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused directly or indirectly by the information contained in this book. For your convenience, we post an up-to-date listing of corrections on our website (www.ctpub.com). If a correction is not already noted, please contact our customer service department at ctinfo@ctpub.com or at P.O. Box 1456, Lafayette, CA 94549.

Trademark (™) and registered trademark (®) names are used throughout this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT. Rather than use the symbols with every occurrence of a trademark or registered trademark name, we are using the names only in the editorial fashion and to the benefit of the owner, with no intention of infringement.

Pattern Note: This digital file contains patterns that may not print true to size and may require sizing adjustments (inchmarks are included on patterns for reference). Depending on your viewing application or device, printing desired page may result in multiple printed pages.



[image: image]

[image: ]

OEBPS/images/pg19b.jpg
Stitch %"
from edge.






OEBPS/images/pg20.jpg
Grand
TeMoyne

g Star

] p ¥ Collect all 6.

We won't judge.






OEBPS/images/pg19.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg19a.jpg
Leave enough space
between cords to stitch.






OEBPS/images/pg15.jpg
Inner pocket,
right side up

creases.






OEBPS/images/pg15a.jpg
1" side seam






OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/images/pg9b.jpg
Center pocket lining on top panel.






OEBPS/images/pg16a.jpg
Lining,

wrong
side out






OEBPS/images/pg17.jpg
o /
Y q
7 P 4 !
c [
' | L o/

‘lqﬂm

A





OEBPS/images/pg15b.jpg
Topstitch box around
casing opening.






OEBPS/images/pg16.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg13.jpg
Extend by ",

Middle panel

Bag bottom

Middle panel






OEBPS/images/pg9a.jpg
—%—

Mark.
z

—8y —i

R





OEBPS/images/pg14.jpg
>Topsmch.





OEBPS/images/pg12.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg8.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Finished bag: 12 wide x 17 high x 5" deep
Atote that takes you from a business lunch
playdate to a farmer's market stroll






OEBPS/images/pg12a.jpg
Fold.

Stitch.





OEBPS/images/pg9.jpg
Do not cut through stitches.






OEBPS/images/pg14a.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg24.jpg
' ', THE 3-IN-1 BETSY BAG PATTERN

. Roomy carryall drawstrlng bag and s1eektote—ai| in oneI - = =

MATERIALS

Yardage is based on 42"-wide
fabric. Allow extra fabric for
directional prints.

kraftetex™ (by C&T Publishing): 1 roll Interfacing: 1% yards each of 20"-wide
(19" x 1% yards) for bag bottom and straps  medium-weight stiff fusible interfacing

and lightweight flexible fusible interfacing
Main fabric (A): % yard for outer bag and

pocket lining D-rings: 8 (to fit a 1"-wide strap)

Contrasting fabric (B): % yard for inside Swivel/snap hooks: 4

pocket and straps
Cording: 2 yards

Lining: % yard
Optional: 2-4 cord locks/drawstring

Fusible web scraps or fabric glue toggles (directions included to make

Zipper: 7" long your own)

About Betsy LaHonta
Betsy ran a successful craft business for ten years. Today,
she works at C&T Publishing and enjoys designing

beautiful, practical, and well-crafted items.
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