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[bookmark: Introduction]Introduction
 
    
 
   The Godfather, Casino, Goodfellas – undoubtedly, you have seen all these movies. You are acquainted with the memorable characters that are members of the all-time known Mafia. The action, the crime, the gambling, the code of honor, and their explicit humor – all these and more lure and intrigue you. A lot has been written concerning this vast, alluring subject – newspapers, books, articles, and numerous movies have been based on the fascinating tales behind the mysterious Mob. And that comes as no surprise. It’s true that the Mafia is quite alluring. This subject is a never-ending source of mystery. But, how did it all start? How much of the typical Hollywood drama is accurate? What is the naked truth behind the Mafia? 
 
   The Italian criminal societies that are known as the Mafia originate from the small Sicilian Island. In Sicily, the word Mafioso, which translated means Mafia member, didn’t have criminal connotations at first. In fact, the term was used to refer to someone suspicious of central authority. Whereas the exact origins of the phrase are mainly unknown, we are aware of the fact that it’s related to an Arabic expression whose meaning is “protection from the arrogance of the powerful.” Later on, the Mafia would become referred to as Cosa Nostra. In the 18th century, the Mafia expanded and grew forceful and large in the 19th century. The chaotic, genuinely violent conditions in Sicily facilitated the evolution of the Mafia. 
 
   At that time, the Mafia was acknowledged as a criminally-oriented society standing on its own feet. They had a set of rules, which they lived by, and ignored the law, and any other form of order whatsoever. Joining the Mafia was conveyed as being part of religion, or a sect. You couldn’t get out of it. You were in for life. Once a member, you weren’t able to retire from it – and that applies even today. To secure their power and influence, the Sicilian clans carried out ceremonies, during which the new members had to pledge secret oaths of loyalty.
 
   The American Mafia is separate from the Italian one, but they have many things in common, meaning that they have a similar structure. They share identical conduct and traditions, such as omerta which is a code of loyalty and conduct, as well as ceremonials. Nonetheless, they are two distinctive organizations – being a member of the Sicilian Mafia doesn’t mean that you’re also a member of the U.S. organization.
 
   In the 1920s, the American Mob grew strong and flourished soon afterward. Similarly to the Sicilian Mafia, the American one succeeded in maintaining their secrecy due to their code of loyalty and conduct, and the intimidation and bribing techniques they used as a means of manipulating public officials, juries, and politicians. As a result, the law-enforcement agencies were mainly ineffective at decreasing the Mob’s influence in the first part of the 20th century. 
 
   This is just a small insight into the great and intriguing past of the Italian Mafia – have I managed to raise your interest? Keep on reading to find out the most interesting facts and hidden secrets concerning the Mafia and its many tentacles, serial killers, gambling, prostitution, drugs, and so on. Finally, you can get acquainted with the facts related to the Mob! Keep on reading!
 
   



  
 

[bookmark: Chapter_01]Chapter 1: The Mafia and Its Many Tentacles
 
    
 
   The fundamental aim of the Mafia is to earn money and gain power. That is the primary objective of the organization, whether we’re talking about the Italian Mafia, the American Mafia, The Syndicate, etc. Each of them was involved in businesses, which, at first, appeared legitimate to the naked eye. However, the influence of the Mafia is much more extended than one may assume. Contrary to popular belief, the Mafia doesn’t engage only in activities such as drug traffic, money laundering, gambling, and prostitution – their area of expertise is much more complex. And this truth was acknowledged in the late 20th century as well. According to a newspaper article from 1969, published in Sarasota Journal, the influence of the Mafia at that time reached into legitimate businesses.
 
   
  
 

The Influence of the Mafia Goes a Long Way
 
   To understand how entangled the mob’s tentacles were in the 20th century, you should know that the American government allied with the Mob during the war. They used Lucky Luciano’s connections with the Sicilian Mafia – he is acknowledged as “the boss of the bosses” in the States. Their objective was to monitor the German troops’ movements. 
 
   At the same time, one should know that in the 1970s, the Roman officials actually asked the help of the mob clans to catch genuinely dangerous and independent criminal bands. In exchange, they promised to overlook the activities the Mafia underwent. Nonetheless, contrary to their expectations, the arrangement wasn’t temporary, as they intended it to be. On the contrary, the Italian Mob gained more control, and expanded their illegal activities, entering the Sicilian economy and even the politics. Consequently, the q became genuinely influential in politics, intimidating citizens so that they would vote for particular candidates. In fact, the Catholic Church was also entangled in the clan at that time. 
 
   
  
 

The Sicilian Mafia vs. the American Mob 
 
   When it comes to their business practices, the Sicilians were, in fact, more savage in comparison with the Americans. They didn’t encounter any problems in committing numerous crimes and assassinations of prominent political and authoritative figures. On that account, the Sicilian Mafia was intertwined in the political realm. 
 
   To put it roughly, business, politics, and to our surprise, the Catholic Church interacted unabashedly in Sicily, working together in order to accomplish various goals. In fact, the Archbishop of Palermo made calls to initiate a press release during which he claimed that there’s no such thing as an organized crime group referred to as the Mafia. Certainly, we all know that’s nonsense, and it was simply a means to further manipulating and controlling the public opinion. It is emblematic and suggestive to see how the Mafia practices are deeply rooted into the Sicilian culture. 
 
   Moving on to the American Mob, one of the most corrupt schemes it adopted was the infiltration of Labor Unions. That means that, for consecutive decades, nearly every construction project in New York City was controlled by the Mafia, through the Labor Unions. How was that possible? The heads of the Mafia either threatened or bribed the Union leaders, in this way ensuring that they were offered work whenever a construction project emerged. 
 
   Sometimes, they would take over the rank of leadership themselves. The moment the Mafia gained control of a Union, it was enabled to control an entire industry. That means they were able to slow down or prevent a contractor or developer from working if they refused to make the asked pay-offs to the Mob. Furthermore, the Mafia managed to get deep inside, having access to the Union pension funds. 
 
   
  
 

The Mafia and the Italian System
 
   Back to the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, Sulphur was, indeed a competitive business realm. That is why in western Sicily, competition would give an edge to this field of activity. Similar to the lemon groves on the premises of Palermo, the Sulphur mines were the ideal ground for breeding criminal organizations. 
 
   The Mob has, from its dawn, been genuinely sophisticated in the procedures they adopted for infiltrating in the head scores of the Sicilian economy. The Mafia’s aim was to hold the position of an instrument of local government. That may come to many readers as a surprise, but the Sicilian Cosa Nostra was specifically more intrinsic.
 
   Concerning the structure of the society, compared to its American cousins, the Italian Mafia developed mainly because the state was defective, and the inhabitants of the region never expected justice from the system. That is why the Mafia networks, in the 19th century, literally gained control of the state functions – collecting taxes, offering a hierarchy of leadership, as well as raising armies as a means of enforcing its laws. 
 
   Consequently, it created something that we call an autonomous social order in Sicily. That wouldn’t have succeeded in reality as well as it had, if it weren’t for the misconception according to which the members of the Mafia were honorable, distinguished individuals, whose objective is to do social work, according to noble principles. The author of the Godfather illustrated this aspect clearly.  
 
    
 
   What have you learned in this chapter?
 
    
    	What was the main aspect that differentiates the Italian Mafia from the American Mob?
 
    	What facilitated the growth of influence of the Sicilian Mafia?
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   Members and associates of the Mafia conveyed murder as an imperative measure. Whether it was used as a means of frightening or dissuading imprisoned members for diminishing the prison time, or it was committed as a result of simple disagreements, or as revenge – murder was similar to a profession for the members of the Mob. Career hitmen actually passed their skills from generation to generation. 
 
   Everything a murder implies – the accurate planning, the anticipation, the execution and, finally, the discarding of the remains – is part of the larger ensemble of completing the excellent crime. In fact, each member of the Mob was a professional contract killer. Nonetheless, in spite of that, the greater majority of career killers ended up meeting their violent end, either by being assassinated or imprisoned. 
 
   Given the fact that the Mafia claimed that crimes were committed mainly due to business motives, the hitmen were not content with only shooting a man. They had an array of horrifying, grisly methods in their repertoire – you’re about the get acquainted with them. 
 
   Killing for a living – this seems like a weird profession, but, that is actually what being a member of the Mafia implied. Aggression, ruthlessness, and an ounce of emotional detachment – these are only a few of the adjectives that describe the murderous activities of the Mob. The infamous hitmen that I’m about to enumerate plied their trade with utter dedication and fervor. Find out who were the most dangerous men in the history of the Mafia. 
 
    
    	Abe “Kid Twist” Reles
 
   
 
   Abe Reles was a natural, inborn killer. He was violent, unpredictable, being part of Mafia, Inc – a clandestine group of hitmen who worked for the Mafia during the 1920s till the 1950s. His activity achieved the peak point during the 1930s when Abe committed numerous murders on behalf of individual New York crime families. An ice pick was his favorite weapon of choice, which he would use for impaling the victim’s head, in this way puncturing the brain. 
 
   On a particular occasion, this cruel man soullessly murdered a parking lot attendant. Why? Commonplace reason – he failed to bring Abe’s car when he wanted it. On a different occasion, he had a friend over for dinner, at his mother’s house. When dinnertime was over, he simply pierced the man using his ice pick. Afterward, with the help of a friend, he disposed of the body. 
 
   In the 1940s, Abe was charged as a result of the multitude of crimes and killings he committed. If convicted, he was much likely to be executed. Of course, he wanted to save himself; that’s why he ratted on former Mob members and so-called friends, all of which were, later on, executed. Soon afterward, he was asked to testify against the memorable mob boss known as Albert Anastasia. Not so fast, because the next morning he was found dead. At the hotel he was staying, he benefited from constant guard. But apparently that wasn’t enough because his death was imminent. Whether he jumped out the window to escape, or he was simply pushed, this remains unknown.
 
    
    	Giovanni Brusca
 
   
 
   Giovanni Brusca is one of the most acclaimed sadistic and ruthless members of the Sicilian Mob. He himself has confessed having killed over 200 men. Brusca was originally raised in Palermo, Italy, the place of origin for the Mafia. From an early age, he got involved in criminal activities and was further associated with underworld figures. Eventually, he became part of a “death squad”, completing hits on the commands of the boss – Salvatore Riina. 
 
   Brusca attended the murdering of the anti-mafia prosecutor known as Giovanni Falcone. A large bomb of nearly half a ton was put under a motorway in Palermo. The moment Falcone’s car passed the motorway, Brusca carried on and detonated the device, in this way killing the prosecutor and many other fellow citizens who were unlucky to be there on the spot. The explosion was massive – it created a huge hole in the road, and was measured by local earthquake monitors. 
 
   A former friend of Brusca, if we can call it that – Giuseppe di Matteo – informed the authorities of Brusca’s implications in the bomb attack. Certainly, Brusca didn’t take the news lightly, and, in return, kidnapped di Matteo’s 11-year-old son, and tortured him for two years’ time. He sent his enemy pictures of him tormenting the victim so that he would withdraw the testimony against him. After that, Brusca proceeded and strangled the boy. What did he do with the body? He dissolved it in acid, in this way eliminating evidence that would testify against him. 
 
   In the end, the authorities caught him and got him arrested in a small countryside house in Sicily. The officers wore ski masks so that they would disguise their identities, due to the fact that reprisal attacks were commonplace. 
 
    
    	Giuseppe Greco
 
   
 
   Giuseppe Greco was another member of the Italian Mafia, working as a contract killer in Palermo, during the 1970s. Different from other hitmen, Greco was fugitive for most of his career time as a mobster. Rarely did he employ on working alone. Alternatively, he underwent “death squads”, ambushing the target and bulleting them until they dropped dead. He was convicted while being on the run after completing the 58th murder. However, the total number is believed to surpass 80. 
 
   On a particular occasion, Greco tortured and killed a teenager and his father, afterward dissolving the bodies in acid. Apparently, this was a widespread practice for the Hitmen of the Mafia. 
 
   By 1979, Greco was acknowledged as a highly respected member of the Mafia Commission. Most of the murders he committed were recorded during 1980-1983, during the Second Mafia War. He would take the victims’ bodies to the “room of death” – the one spot where they were tortured, killed, and afterward their bodies were dissolved in acid. 
 
   In 1982, Greco invited Rosaria Riccobono – Palermo’s boss – to a barbecue on his estate. Surprisingly, he murdered his guest. The hit was commanded by Salvatore Riina, which was intimated by Riccobono’s wealth and power. Apparently, the bodies were fed to starving pigs. Greco was killed in 1985 in his own home, ironically, by former members of the “death squad”. The one who ordered the attack was also Salvatore Riina – he assumed that Greco became too ambitious and powerful, and was a threat. Greco was murdered at 33 years old. 
 
    
    	Roy DeMeo
 
   
 
   In the position of leading the dreaded DeMeo crew, Roy committed numerous crimes for the Gambino crime family. In fact, he committed somewhere between 75 and 200 murders between 1973 and 1983. His method was known as “the Gemini Method.” What did it imply? One member of the gang, most of the time DeMeo himself, would begin by shooting the victim in the head, with a silenced pistol. Afterward, he would wrap the wound to prevent the blood flow using a towel. Then, someone else would stab the victim, in this way reducing the blood flow from the head. They would hang the body upside down to drain, and dismember it before dumping it. 
 
   This procedure was, by all means, quite successful, that is why the authorities were unable to track DeMeo down. However, in 1982, the police started an investigation, due to a large number of disappeared individuals. Many of DeMeo’s associates were arrested, and he dreaded that he was the next on the list. To some extent, he was right – he was murdered. On January 1983, his body was found. It is assumed that he was killed by one of the members of his association. 
 
    
    	Richard “Ice Man” Kuklinski
 
   
 
   Richard “Ice Man” Kuklinski may be one of the most infamous, abominable serial killers in the history of the Mafia. Apparently, he murdered over 200 men, but, never did he lay a finger on a woman or a child. His operation area was New Jersey and New York, during the 1950s to 1980s. He worked as a hitman for the crime family known as DeCavalcante. However, at the same time, he was involved in other criminal activities, working for various criminal families. 
 
   The first crime Kuklinski committed was at the age of 14. He beat one bully to death using a thick piece of wood. In order to make the identification of the body impossible, the mobster removed the body’s fingertips, as well as the teeth, before he threw the body off a bridge in Jersey. 
 
   In his teenage and early years as a mobster, Kuklinski was known as a notorious serial killer on the premises of Manhattan. Apparently, he was keen on brutally murdering homeless people for the sheer excitement he experienced while doing that. He would either stab or shoot his victims and afterward leave them at the crime scene. 
 
   His reputation as a hitman made him famous among the most influential crime families, who were eager to use his talent and brutality for “solving their problems”. He paired up with the Gambino crime family, delivering robberies and pirating pornographic tapes. One day, during a car drive with Roy DeMeo, a respectful member of the Gambino family, he asked Kuklinski to random-kill an individual on the street. Kuklinski was eager to fulfill the order and shot the target as he walked by him. At that particular point, Kuklinski started his career as a hitman.
 
   The following 30 years, he was a successful mobster and serial killer. He was referred to as “Iceman” for a reason. He would freeze his victims as a means of disguising the time of the death. That would confuse the authorities. At the same time, Kuklinski was notorious for the methods of execution he adopted, one of them was using a crossbow and aiming it at the victim’s forehead. Another preferred method was using cyanide as a poison. Even when the authorities took notice of Kuklinski’s activities as a serial killer, they were unable to collect evidence to support that. Consequently, they designed a sting operation, having an undercover agent pretend to hire the mobster for a hit. He was sentenced and received five life sentences for murder, as he had confessed for many of the crimes he committed. He died of old age in prison, at 70 years old. 
 
    
 
   What have you learned in this chapter?
 
    
    	How did the mobsters convey crime and serial killing?
 
    	What does the “Gemini Method” refer to and who preferred using it?
 
    	What does Kukilnski’s nickname “Iceman” stand for?
 
    	Who preferred “death squads” in favor of working alone?
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   The Mafia was, to some extent, involved in prostitution, especially in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Together with gambling, drugs, money laundering, boxing, and other similar practices, prostitution was a source of revenue for the Mob. 
 
   The American Mob is acknowledged to be among the most significant organized crime instances. After an array of strategic assassinations, the legendary, one and only Charles “Lucky” Luciano secured his power in the position of the leader of the Syndicate in New York City. Being in control of the prostitution became of central focus in the underworld. It was genuinely profitable at that time. And, of course, the prostitution industry went hand in hand with drug traffic. They complemented each other. Luciano obliged the less important pimps at the time to come out of business, after having introduced heroin to his prostitution labor force. 
 
   What is the motivation behind this? The heroin maintained them inactive, and compliant, easy to manipulate. Once they became addicted to it, they depended almost entirely on heroin intake, which meant they relied on him. Consequently, in 1935, Luciano and his associates gained control over 200 brothels in New York City, with over 1,200 prostitutes. That brought Luciano about 10$ million a year.
 
   Nonetheless, as a result of the sexual revolution that took place in the 1960s and 1970s, together with the feminist movement, the change in sex norms and societal gender was imminent. That is why the profit made from prostitution diminished considerably, specifically in the American context of organized crime. 
 
   
  
 

Prostitution vs. Drugs in the Sicilian Mafia – A Different Perspective 
 
   Generally speaking, we cannot say that prostitution was of central concern for the Sicilian Mafia as it was for the Americans. The Mafia preferred other lucrative illegal activities, such as drug traffic. That was one of the core means of revenue for the Sicilian Cosa Nostra. As a matter of fact, according to the collaborator Calderone, the Sicilian mafia wasn’t keen on holding reign over the prostitution business, as it was, to put it roughly – dirty business. That is the reason Francesco Rinella wasn’t admitted into the Cosa Nostra because rumor had it that he was a pimp. In fact, Cosa Nostra was reluctant to manage the prostitution market. That was officially confirmed by the Public Prosecutor’s Office in Palermo who claimed that there was no involvement of those specific syndicate members in the sex trade. 
 
   On the other hand, in Naples – the Neapolitan Camorra – pimping women was common, in comparison with Cosa Nostra, which was against practicing prostitution. The pimps in Camorra didn’t have any trouble engaging in romantic relationships with their prostitutes. An example would be that husbands didn’t have any trouble pimping their wives or girlfriends. But why does the attitude towards prostitution differ, in the context of Mafia’s organized crime? 
 
   One aspect that determines the significant distinctions may be the class character, specific to each organization. For instance, the Sicilian Mafia was classified according to dynastic lines. What does that mean? Intermarrying between the families within the Mafia criminal organization. That imminently contributed to the prohibition of prostitution. On the other hand, though, the Camorra didn’t abide by the same principle. However, this explanation is solely sociological. 
 
   
  
 

“Guilty” Alliance in the Drug Business 
 
   It is acknowledged that the Sicilian Mafia specialized in drug trafficking, being a lucrative realm of expertise. In this direction, during the 50s, the relationships between the all-time known Sicilian Mafia and its American brethren were re-established, and fences were mended. The legendary Lucky Luciano was the one who initiated that. As a result, the American Mafia’s Commission, together with the Sicilian “Cupola” united their forces in the lucrative drug trade. In fact, the law enforcement authorities assumed that the Sicilian Mafia was responsible for the significant quantities of heroin that would arrive in the States. 
 
   
  
 

Money Laundering and the Mob
 
   Generally speaking, money laundering refers to processing criminal proceeds, in this way money can be used, without detecting the illegal activity that produced them. Laundering large sums of money is believed to have begun in the States in the 1920s, due to the criminal opportunities that rose as a result of the Prohibition legislation. 
 
   Organized crime ruled over businesses that had high revenues, and afterward, proceeded into mingling the licit and illicit funds. This way, they managed to create the illusion that the money came from a legitimate source. Mobsters conveyed paying taxes as anathema, so, they did all they could to hide their earnings. In fact, Al Capone’s conviction, due to tax evasion in the 1930s, was a lesson to all mobsters out there – hide the money from the officials and do it right. 
 
   
  
 

The Mafia and Gambling
 
   By definition, the Mafia is involved in gambling – whether we’re referring to sports betting or number games. It comes as no surprise that, along with prostitution, drug traffic, and other crimes, gambling was an important means of revenue for the Mob. The American Mob administered illegal, luxurious casinos all over the States, and they would bribe the authorities that went in their way. This means that the police mainly overlooked the gambling operations that took place. 
 
   Nonetheless, a particular event altered the history of casinos and gambling in the States. Nevada officially legalized gambling in 1931. In spite of that, it didn’t receive that much attention at the time, apart from some local cowboys and men working on the military bases. Mainly, Las Vegas was an insignificant town placed in the middle of the desert, with a few gas stations, diners, and various slot machine emporiums. That is why no one spotted the potential the city had, until the end of World War Two. Before Las Vegas, Americans looking to enjoy some real gambling would have to go all the way to Cuba. Las Vegas was free of the influence of the Mafia until Meyer Lansky and Bugsy Siegel acknowledged its immense potential. 
 
   Due to Siegel’s imagination and vision, as well as the monetary resources he disposed of, on 26th December 1946, the very first gambling resort was officially opened in Las Vegas. That was one of the first and most significant Mafia-financed resorts. Within a year, the profit outran the investment many times, and that raised awareness for other mobsters eager to gain more revenue. And as we already know, Las Vegas become a mine gold for the Mafia – what was once known as the mundane desert town, turned into the glamorous, flashy Strip. 
 
    
 
   What have you learned in this chapter?
 
    
    	Concerning prostitution, what was the primary distinction between the American Mob and the Sicilian Mafia?
 
    	Which is the most lucrative field of revenue for the Sicilian Mob?
 
    	Who was Lucky Luciano, and what was his mindset concerning prostitution?
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   After having read this book, your knowledge on the vast and fascinating subject of the Mafia should be certainly extended and your curiosity satisfied. The Mob will always be a source of debate, mystery and stories – being the ideal combo of criminal activities, action, and cruelty. What more could you ask for? You have learned that the history of the Mafia is filled with unparalleled, memorable and infamous characters, whether we’re talking about serial killers or the men who made history and turned the Mafia into a cult, such as Lucky Luciano, or Al Capone.  
 
   The story of the mafia will never be over, and can never be erased. It’s an enthralling and long tale, which is scattered with blood, betrayal, crime, and revenge. Even though each mafia member will adhere to the code of honor, he won’t think twice before stabbing someone in the back for the sake of advancement. In a way, we can compare them with businesspeople – ruthless ones, who eliminate the threat and competition with murder, fighting their pride wars on the streets. Those times have vanished, but the stories of those men remained – and this book’s aim was to offer you a small insight into the intriguing, alluring history of the Mob, its intricate crimes, and their cold-blooded murders. 
 
   Throughout history, many people denied or chose to ignore the existence and influence of the Mafia, whether it’s because they assumed that the evidence assisting the facts wasn’t relevant, or they were simply resistant to admit the truth. As a matter of fact, the Mafia was excellent at inserting doubt and creating confusion. Not anymore – this book encompasses facts concerning the Mafia. In the end, I would like to thank you and congratulate you for reading so far – I hope that this book was informative and appealing to your taste! 
 
    
 
   Did you enjoy this book?
 
   Join our e-mail list
 
   Thank you for reading to the end!
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