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   I want to thank you and congratulate you for downloading the book,“Gardening: The Essential Organic Gardening Guide Book: From Beginner to Expert Gardening Guide to Growing Organic Vegetables, Herbs And Fruit”.
 
   This book has actionable information on organic gardening that will transform you from a beginner gardener to an expert at growing organic vegetables, herbs and fruit.
 
   Gardening; it seems to be one of the trendiest activities that people can engage in nowadays. It doesn’t even matter whether you have a garden outside your house or not; people from all over the world are creating beautiful gardens right inside their houses, on their patio, balconies and in other parts of their houses. If you have a garden (you don’t really need one per se), growing organic produce may be a very lucrative idea. But why should you go organic? Well, organic produce is choke full of nutrients that keep you healthy and improve your vitality. 
 
   Moreover, organic produce is devoid of hazardous chemicals used in herbicides and pesticides, which characterize inorganic farming/gardening. Besides, who wouldn’t enjoy the thought of having a fresh supply of veggies, herbs and other produce right from their backyard, balcony, indoor garden or any other garden? Moreover, you get to enjoy the beauty that comes with taking care of your garden properly along with the peace that comes with knowing how the different produce came into being. 
 
   Are you toying with the idea of having your own organic garden to grow vegetables, herbs and fruits? Well, if you have and have actually started researching on the topic, you probably have gotten confused by now on how exactly you can go about it. The vast information online may be confusing especially when you get conflicting ideas on the subject of gardening. Since you want to start a beautiful garden and get it right, from the start, this book will walk you throughout the process. Drafted as the complete gardening master guide, this book details all the steps you need to execute to grow organic vegetables, fruits and herbs on your garden. 
 
   Thanks again for downloading this book, I hope you enjoy it!
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[bookmark: _Toc449616532]As we get started, I presume that you know why you want to have an organic vegetable, herb or fruit garden. That’s why we won’t get into details on that. Instead, we will get right into the subject of how to develop a thriving organic garden. To get us started, let’s discuss about soil. 
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   The most important and basic ingredient you need to grow any sort of produce is soil. Soil anchors the plant’s roots, provides a constant supply of nutrients to the plants, and offers it a healthy environment, something plants need to grow big and fresh.
 
   Because soil is important to a plant’s growth and your organic farming venture, let us understand soil composition by looking at the different layers that make up soil.
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   Soil is composed of three basic layers: the topsoil, the subsoil, and lastly, the parent matter.
 
   The Topsoil
 
   Topsoil takes years to form; its formation is a byproduct of the incorporation of lots of organic matter created by the decomposition of animals and dead plants. This soil houses numerous living organisms and a large number of the plant’s feeding roots exist in this layer. By adding organic matter regularly to this layer, you can improve its quality.
 
   The Subsoil
 
   Subsoil is considerably low in nutritional content compared to topsoil and is not friendly to the plant’s roots. When digging, you should bring small amount of it to the surface. You can mix it with the topsoil to convert it into the healthy and favorable topsoil.
 
   Double digging is a useful practice that disintegrates the subsoil, which in turn enhances the drainage and does not bring it to the soil’s surface as well. The subsoil’s nature plays quite an impact on the soil’s water-holding ability. If your garden’s soil contains rocky or sandy subsoil that drains freely, you have to improve the content of its organic matter and consequently the topsoil’s water-holding ability. As opposed to this, if your garden’s subsoil comprises of heavy clay that drains quite poorly, you need the help of an additional artificial drainage system.
 
   Parent Material
 
   The parent material forms the third layer of soil. It consists of the original nutrients and minerals that resulted in the soil’s formation. The parent material is usually deep; therefore, it does not bother the gardener much. However, if the parent material in your garden is close to the surface, you need to increase the topsoil’s depth by adding organic matter to it.
 
   In addition to learning about the soil’s layers, you need to know of the five basic soil types. Knowing this will help you know how to care for a certain soil type. Let us look at the various types of soils.
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   There are five primary types of soil: sand, clay, limestone, peat, and silt. The type of original rock and the mineral fragments’ size determines a soil’s type. It is imperative to have in depth knowledge of your garden’s soil because this knowledge allows you to know exactly what you will be dealing with when gardening because your cultivations, their size, type and planting timing largely depends on the soil’s nature and type.
 
   Ideally, a soil should have a fine crumbly structure, be rich in organic matter, drain excellently so the topsoil does not waterlog when it rains heavily, and should provide all the necessary nutrients required for the healthy growth of the produce you cultivate.
 
   Achieving ideal soil conditions is not easily possible. The different types of soils we shall discuss below have their own set of pros and cons. Nevertheless, as we progress, you will learn how to improve your soil and improve your produce’s quality.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616535][bookmark: _Toc449693423]1: Clay
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   Although clay usually presents tons of produce growing problems, working a little on it, and carrying out good soil management can help you achieve great results. Clay is not very easy to work with during the initial cultivation phases. 
 
   When wet, it turns into a mess, and when it starts drying, it turns concrete hard. In addition, clay drains badly, and is heavy and cold. Despite that, you can improve its structure; if you properly work on it, you can make it capable of producing crops better than those grown on sandy soil can.
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   Let us discuss the different factors involved in preparing clay soil.
 
   Digging
 
   It is best to dig clay in the autumn; either after it has rained a little so that the clay has softened a bit, or when the soil is drying so you can easily dig it before it turns into a mass of hard soil. If you live in a temperate climate region, you can easily accomplish this goal. However, if your area has a dry climate, closely monitor the weather forecast to determine when to dig.
 
   After digging the soil, leave its surface a little uneven and rough throughout winter season so that the surface gets exposure to different nutrients. You can easily work all the organic matter into the soil’s upper levels during this period.
 
   Drainage
 
   Flocculation is a viable process you can use to combine clay’s particles. If you add a good amount of lime to clay soil, the clay particles will start binding to form bigger crumbs that will enable water, plant roots, and air to pass through them easily.
 
   Check the needs of the produce you aim to grow; this will help you know how much lime you should add to your clayey soil. If your clayey soil is incredibly heavy, dig bristly grit into it, use about one to two bucketfuls of lime for each yard to make the soil light. In addition, raise a portion of the soil above its surroundings, so its drainage enhances substantially. To enable the soil dry out easily and then warm up, raise your ornamental beds a little and then grow your crops on its deep-bed system. Make sure never to treat clayey soil when it is wet; if you do, you will end up destroying all your hard work. To walk on it, lay a few boards on it.
 
   Organic Matter
 
   Adding a decent quantity of heavy organic matter to your clayey soil will allow it to hold all the soil particles apart and allow the water and roots to pass through it effortlessly. Your clayey soil will become quite easier to manage after a couple of years when its organic matter level rises and the clay becomes full of roots of the previously grown crops.
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   The major issue with silt soil is drainage. Silt has small particles that cause poor drainage because they pack together when wet, which prevents the free movement of air and water through the soil. Additionally, there is the risk of soil settling deep down to create a big airless mass. However, you can manage silt well by following the advice given below.
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   If your patch has silt soil, do the following:
 
   Digging
 
   Dig silt only when the soil becomes sufficiently dry so it does not stick to your gardening boots. Digging it in autumn is a good idea because at this time, silt breaks easily. Silt expands as well as contracts when it becomes wet and then dries out; therefore, it is best to dig it in autumn.
 
   Drainage
 
   To improve silt’s drainage, physically force the soil particles apart to enable roots, water, and air to move around easily. You can manage this by digging in about two buckets of coarse raw grit into every yard of the soil while adding in organic matter. To improve the soil’s drainage, raise the ornamental beds and grow veggies on its deep-bed system.
 
   Organic Matter
 
   Silt has a unique structure that improves greatly when you add manure or well-rotted compost. To add organic matter, as well as remove the surface water, try keeping the soil properly covered with green-manure crop.
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   Sand is a light soil that offers good drainage and is easy to cultivate. This gives it an edge over the other soils that are not easy to work with. It warms up quite quickly too, which makes it the perfect soil for cultivating early crops. However, it has a drawback: It is a demanding and hungry soil. While you are getting an easy-to-work with soil, you would have to invest a lot in adding additional plant food and organic matter to it to keep it healthy. However, you need to take care of a few things when preparing sand.
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   To prepare sandy soil and make it ideal for planting, here is what you should pay proper attention to:
 
   Digging
 
   You can cultivate sand whenever you want because you do not have to leave it rough in the winter season to allow the rain and frost to disintegrate the soil. The bigger sand particles make it convenient for you to cultivate it. Digging it in the spring season, a little prior to sowing the crop seeds is a good idea.
 
   Drainage
 
   Sandy soil tends to lose its water during the course of a year, both via free-draining and surface evaporation. This is not good for your crops. To prevent this problem, you should spread mulch or organic matter over your beds and in-between the plants as much as possible. This reduces the rate of evaporation and improves the soil structure.
 
   Organic Matter
 
   You can easily improve sandy soils by adding organic matter annually. Because the soil has a quick-draining ability, the organic materials will easily work their way down into its subsoil at a fast rate. Try maintaining a vegetation cover over its surface throughout the year, especially in the winters to prevent nutrients from leaching out of the soil.
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   Limestone falls under the category of alkaline soils. There are primarily two major issues with alkaline soils. Firstly and most importantly, these soils are very thin, hungry, and dry. This is mainly due to the large soil particles that allow water to drain through them quickly, washing away all the plant minerals with it as well.
 
   When dealing with this type of soil, you have to add plant nutrients, such as organic fertilizers to it. Secondly, their alkaline nature makes them unsuitable for a large number of crops. Let us find out how you can properly dig, drain, and add organic content to these soils.
 
   Digging
 
   Usually, you need not worry much about the cultivation timing. Like sand, alkaline soils are easy to work with even during winters. It is not necessary to keep limestone rough in the chilly winter season. Instead, you should dig the soil during the spring season a little time prior to sowing the plant seeds. Since the topsoil is not very deep, you should keep the digging shallow if your garden is small.
 
   Drainage
 
   These soils have good drainage; therefore, you need not worry about drainage when working with this type of soil.
 
   Organic Matter
 
   To keep the organic matter content of alkaline soils rich, keep it covered all year round. Grow green manure in it in winters and then dig the soil in the spring. To keep the soil well covered, it is a good idea to sow any fast-growing green manure crop in between the rows in the growing period. You should also add mulch or organic nutrients to it during the growing period. Acidic materials like grass cuttings, peat, manure, or compost work well with these soils because they neutralize their alkalinity. 
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   Peat soils are great because they are very fertile and easy-to-work with; peat soils are great for growing flowers and bumper crops. If managed well, this soil is amazing, but like all the other soils we have discussed before, peat comes with its share of problems too.
 
   These soils are acidic in nature; therefore, you need to apply a generous serving of lime to it to restore the soil’s pH balance. These soils also have a tendency to dry out rapidly when fully drained in hot weather. If you allow a peat soil to dry out completely, it will shrink and will not wet easily. To overcome this issue, hand watering, and a reliable irrigation system are essential during dry weather.
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   Let us discuss peat’s soil digging, drainage, and organic matter requirements.
 
   Digging
 
   You can dig the soil at any time of the year. In addition, you need not leave it coarse in the winters.
 
   Drainage
 
   For proper drainage, you need to employ and effective drainage system because peat drains very poorly.
 
   Organic Matter
 
   Peat is composed largely of decomposed materials, which is why you need not add humus-forming materials in it. Its organic content is quite great, but mineral content is low, which is why you might need to add some fertilizers to it.
 
   When preparing your patch, apply all the soil information detailed here to make your type of soil suitable to grow healthy crops. However, certain crops need special treatment to achieve proper growth even if the fertilizer and manure levels are good enough to begin with. This is why you must have proper knowledge of the basic fertilizers needed for the crops so you can produce your veggies, fruits, and herbs easily. The next chapter covers this aspect.
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   Some gardeners support the addition of fertilizers to the soil, whereas some do not favor its use since they claim fertilizers deplete the soil of its original nutrients.
 
   Organic gardening works on the principle that you should feed the soil and not the plants you grow on the soil. If you can maintain a high soil fertility level by adding organic matter to it regularly, the plants will draw on that matter as needed. Nonetheless, you do need to use fertilizers because at times, you may not be able to provide your soil with all the nutrients by adding compost to it and your soil maybe highly deficient in one or more nutrients. 
 
   You can successfully address these issues by adding fertilizers to your soil. With that in mind, here are important considerations you should have in mind when adding fertilizer to your soil.
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   Prior to deciding which soil-feeding regimen to choose, find out the nature and pH of your soil. Its pH majorly influences the plants and cultivation techniques you opt for.
 
   The lime content of a soil determines its alkalinity or acidity. Hence, conduct a pH test on your soil to figure out its acidic or alkaline level. A neutral soil measures 7 on the pH scale; an acidic one measures from 0 to 7; and an alkaline one has a pH ranging from 8 to 14.
 
   Plants thrive in soils with a 6.5 pH; manage your soil’s lime content accordingly. Make sure to add lime according to the plant’s requirements because excessive lime can lock up the plant minerals, making them unavailable to the plant.
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   Organic farmers favor organic fertilizers because the chemicals contained in them do not harm the soil. Many compound fertilizers bear the label ‘organic-based’ or ‘semi-organic’ fertilizers. When compared to their inorganic counterparts, organic fertilizers are very powerful, but are considerably low in potash content, which is why you need to add potassium Sulphate when you use these fertilizers. Let us discus some of these fertilizers.
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   This is a general compound organic fertilizer. The compounds present in this fertilizer quickly release Nitrogen; therefore, you should spread this fertilizer a maximum of two weeks prior to plating your crops.
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   This organic fertilizer is an expensive alternative to bone meal, fish, and blood. However, this organic fertilizer is superior to the former in that it has superior balance and benefits the soil by releasing its nutrients slowly.
 
   It consists of about 60 to around 70 diverse chemicals, including all the trace elements. You can rake this fertilizer it into your soil before planting the crops, but because it is costly, use it to activate the compost. It works best in warm soil by facilitating the breakdown of the bacteria so that all nutrients are available to your crops.
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   This organic fertilizer is a great source of slow releasing nitrogen. The ground horns and hooves undergo a heating process at a temperature of 140 degree Fahrenheit prior to packaging, which makes it a safe compound to use. Bacteria decompose it, so the soil and the plants can access its nutrients.
 
   Apply this fertilizer at least two to three weeks before you want its effect. Horn and hoof fertilizer gives a great boost to over-wintered plants like cabbages, or to the plants experiencing stunted growth. Cottonseed meal and seaweed sludge are two other fertilizers with a high nitrogen content.
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   This is a fast-paced nitrogen fertilizer; it is best for crops that require a quick nitrogen release. If your garden is prone to frosts, apply dried blood fertilizer before mid-summer, so you can prevent the damage of soft foliage by the frost.
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   Fishmeal is a good fertilizer with a good phosphate and nitrogen content. Certain manufacturers inorganically add potash to it; when they do, they sell it as a semi-organic fertilizer.
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   This popular and commonly used phosphate fertilizer is best for activating the growth of roots. Make sure to buy bone meal marked as ‘steamed.’ When raw, it carries anthrax, but becomes safe when treated with steam. However, it is best to wear gloves when spreading it in all cases.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616553][bookmark: _Toc449693441]Dried Animal Manure
 
    [image: http://images.wisegeek.com/natural-fertilizer.jpg] 
 
   The nutritional content in dried manure is not big, but manure has concentrated levels of many trace elements, which make them a good organic fertilizer. If you cannot get bulky dried animal manure, mix the quantity you have with mushroom compost or peat.
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   You do not need to apply organic fertilizers with as much precision as you need when applying inorganic fertilizers. Mostly organic compounds release the nutrients slowly; therefore, the risk of these fertilizers scorching your plants is less as well. However, you must not use granular fertilizers on foliage.
 
   The quantity of fertilizers you need to spread on your soil depends entirely on the weather, your garden’s soil, and the crops you desire to grow. Nonetheless, you can use the general rule of thumb to find out the quantity of fertilizer needed by your soil and plants. Add an amount of fertilizer as described on the packaging of your plant’s seeds, and if you feel its growth is not satisfactory, add some more of it.
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   You can use Granular fertilizers to provide the usual nutrients to a plant; these fertilizers work as a supplement to manure and compost. When using these fertilizers, you normally apply them to the soil in the spring season, or a little before planting the crops.
 
   To use these fertilizers, sprinkle it on the soil as instructed and carefully ensure it does not touch the foliage. Next, rake the fertilizer right into your soil. Usually, you should spread one or two handfuls of granular fertilizer per every yard of soil.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616556][bookmark: _Toc449693444]Liquid Fertilizers
 
    [image: http://twistedtreeorganics.com/images/NOF_200.jpg] 
 
   Liquid fertilizers are easy to pour and spread on the soil. Dilute the fertilizer as per the instructions given on the packaging and then pour it on the soil. Make sure you do not apply it to a completely dry soil because doing so can scorch your plant’s roots.
 
   Ensure to water the soil with clean water. Allow it to drain away and then apply the liquid fertilizer. If you intend to apply it to plants in pots, fill the pot with the fertilizer to its rim. If you are adding it to the soil, pour it generously on the soil and around the plants. Pour it until the topsoil saturates with it.
 
   A drawback of liquid fertilizers is that they are not effective for long periods because they quickly leach right into the subsoil. However, they provide an instant supply of nutrients to the soil and plants, which makes them a useful form of fertilizer.
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   This approach involves spraying the fertilizer on the plant’s leaves. Foliar feeding is a short lived, but fast acting method that leads to quick remedial action when the plant becomes deficient in certain nutrients. In this method, you spray liquid seaweed on the leaves of a plant when the plant is experiencing a deficiency of trace elements. However, you need to supplement it with a good seaweed meal fertilizer too.
 
   Make the right use of this information and fertilize your soil with the right type of organic fertilizer, so that it impregnates with healthy nutrients and helps you grow great crops. Let us now move on to cultivating crops.
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   Cultivating crops using the right strategies is extremely important if you are to have a bountiful harvest. In this section, we shall look at invaluable tips and cultivation approaches that will make the cultivating process extremely effortless for you.
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   Poor drainage is one of the most commonly experienced problems by gardeners, especially novice gardeners. However, you can easily bring about fantastic improvements in your soil’s condition by opting for the appropriate cultivation approaches. 
 
   If your soil drains poorly, dig a sufficient quantity of it and incorporate a handsome amount of organic matter into it. If this does not work, it is wise to install a good drainage system; make sure you have a place to drain all that water to; otherwise, even a drainage system will not work in your favor.
 
   To create a good drainage system, dig out a soak-away in a nook of your garden. A soak-away is a hole filled with different drainage materials such as gravel. The drainage material absorbs all the additional water from the soil. Make sure to take out the water from the soak-away, or drain it into your sewerage system if it becomes full because if you do not, you will return to square one.
 
   If you do have a water outlet, the herringbone drainage system is perfect for you. Wet the soil about eight to ten feet between the arms of the drainage system. Fill in twiggy material in the arms and cover it with soil. This effort will result in a great produce.
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   The major approach used to cultivate soil is hand digging. Hand digging breaks up the compact land and introduces air into it. In addition, it enables water to drain away easily, as well as giving the plant roots a chance to penetrate deeper into the soil. It also helps you work organic material deeper into the soil.
 
   Carry out double digging when preparing your soil in the first year followed by a single dig in the autumn season every year if your soil is heavy, and a single dig in spring each year if the soil is light. Try keeping the soil covered with polyethylene to keep it dry and to make digging easier when you desire to conduct it.
 
   When you dig heavy soil in winter, throw the soil forwards so you leave the ground unbroken and coarse for the winter season. This exposes a large amount of the topsoil to the dry winds and frosts; these elements can easily break the soil for you, and you will not have to invest much effort when you plant the crops in the spring. Moreover, exposure of the soil to heavy rains, frosts, and winds results in the elimination of pests and weeds.
 
   Limy and sandy soils crumble to a very fine tilth readily compared to heavier soils. Light soils drain easily which results in nutrient leaks. To manage this issue, keep your soil covered by sowing green manure in the autumn and then dig it a little before you sow the seeds.
 
   DO NOT dig soil when it is wet because your boots will stick in it and spoil the soil’s structure. Begin by employing a fork and a spade of a size suitable to your height. Oversized tools will only tire and slow down your pace: avoid using them. In addition, take several breaks when digging so you do not become exhausted and succumb to backaches.
 
   It is best to take as much time as you need and maybe accrue the help of a professional so he or she can help you out with this laborious task. Clean your tools after each digging session and rub them with a lubricated cloth to prevent the onset of rust. While digging, place perennial weeds in a bucket and burn them later.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616561][bookmark: _Toc449693449]Raking
 
   Rake the soil before sowing seeds. This technique is easier to learn through hands-on experience. However, there are some basic rules you should follow while raking the soil.
 
   Firstly, select a rake according to your body size. Secondly, never lunge forward with the rake in your hand because this will result in an uneven and wavy surface. Rather, reach forward only about 12 inches and maintain the rake’s head parallel to your soil’s surface. Next, take a step back, squat down and then squint across your soil’s surface. Repeat this action several times to rake your soil.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616562][bookmark: _Toc449693450]Hoeing
 
   Hoeing is the principal weed controlling method. No chemicals can keep your soil 100 percent weed-free; you must hoe the ground to reduce the formation of weeds. To hoe the soil, select a sunny and hot day as weeds lie right on the soil’s surface on a sunny day and their roots dry out and die quickly. Moreover, hoe the weeds when they are around half an inch in size so you can keep them from growing bigger and more dangerous to your plants.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616563][bookmark: _Toc449693451]Mulching
 
   Mulching involves covering the soil’s surface with organic matter to condition the soil. Make sure to apply a two to three inch deep layer of organic matter to the soil to mulch it well. Grass cuttings work well for mulching because grass is readily available and affordable. However, DO NOT spread the grass too thickly because the grass has a tendency to turn into a very slimy mass.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616564][bookmark: _Toc449693452]Watering
 
   Watering is important to the proper growth of your plants. However, watering does not mean merely pouring water on the soil. Effective watering requires the use of a certain technique; a technique you must follow to water your soil.
 
   Firstly, you must never pour small quantities of water. You must apply a generous amount of water so that it goes deep down in the soil and reaches the roots or the plant; failure to do so, the roots will start coming to the soil’s surface seeking water for their survival.
 
   Secondly, DO NOT administer a huge amount of water to the soil because it will cause the soil to crumble. It is best to apply water using a good quality sprinkler. If you are watering your seed trays, apply the water to any one side of your tray and then gently pass your watering can over the seedlings, making sure the nozzle’s angle stays the same throughout the watering process.
 
   DO NOT water the soil at all times. Water it only when it becomes dry or according to the watering instructions detailed on the package of the plant. However, consider the timing of watering. If you water veggies or fruits when they are rapidly growing, you will produce heavy and healthy crops. If you excessively water them when fruits start coloring, you will end up giving them a fungus attack.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616565][bookmark: _Toc449693453]Plant Support
 
   Plants need support for several reasons. New shrubs and trees need to have their roots strictly anchored to the ground so they cannot move rapidly in the soil and result in the breakage of young roots. The trained fruit trees need tying at proper regular intervals so their growth is not adversely affected.
 
   You should support newly sowed plants using a stake that is one third of the stem’s length. If your tree is bare-rooted, a single stake will be enough to support it. The stake needs to be thicker in comparison to the tree and you should drive it into the soil to a depth of a minimum of 18 inches.
 
   You should support container grown trees with one stake supporting each side of their root ball and nail a crossbar to them. Stakes are temporary; therefore, avoid treating them using a preservative.
 
   For trained bushes and trees, use metal stakes or pressure-treated timber ones that measure 2.5m in length, 7.5cm in diameter and 5cm in angle. Drive them to a depth of at least 18 inches into the ground. The end stakes should have angled struts secured to the stake’s lower half.
 
   Herbaceous Plants
 
   Herbaceous plants like poppies have weak stems; therefore, they need extra support. You should install their support before they start growing tall. There are special wire frames created for this purpose, but you can also use wire mesh. Support tall herbaceous plants, including dahlias and delphiniums using single canes. You can also support climbers with the help of a wooden archway. Tie the plants to the archways or supports with soft strings.
 
   Vegetables
 
   Netting, strings, and canes are okay to use to support vegetables when they are growing. If you are growing beans, support them with two rows of bamboo canes pushed around 12 inches into the soul. Set the bamboos 12 inches apart in a row and make two rows with a distance of two feet between them. Tie the canes so they join each other in the row’s middle. You should also tie a cross-crane to the main support to provide it with extra rigidity.
 
   You can train melons, cucumbers, and beans to can the wigwams. For that, you need four eight-foot long canes. Place them in the soil to create a 36-inch square. Then, tie the canes together at their top. Plant cucumbers, melons, or beans at the canes’ base. The crops will start winding themselves around the supportive canes automatically.
 
   Herbs
 
   Herbs require a good amount of support for proper growth. However, the support used for herbs is primarily fashioned out of polyethylene sheets. For instance, if you are growing rosemary plants, tie polyethylene sheet around the branches to offer them support. 
 
   Cut one long piece of polyethylene that can easily go round the plant’s outside once. Make sure to cut a piece that has a width parallel to that of the plant’s height. Wrap the sheet around your plant and leave its top open. Tie it in place using a soft string and keep it tight enough so all the branches stay upright. 
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616566][bookmark: _Toc449693454]Sunlight
 
   Plants need to get sufficient amounts of sunlight for growth. You need to know the sunlight requirements of the produce you are growing so you can provide the plant with what it needs. For instance, tomatoes and rosemary grow best in full sun, whereas root crops do well in shade. Consider the sun factor when cultivating your produce to get excellent and desired results.
 
   Implement these guidelines to achieve organic gardening success.
 
    
 
   
  
 



[bookmark: _Toc449616567][bookmark: _Toc449693455]How to Prevent Loss of Produce: Tips and Tricks
 
   In addition to paying heed to the advice and strategies discussed in the previous section, a few dangers and risk will haunt your produce. This section will address those dangers and provide you with effective tips on how to reduce and manage them effectively.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616568][bookmark: _Toc449693456]Dangers and Risks
 
   Many factors affect the well-being of your produce and pose threats to them. Here are some of the dangers that inflict various risks and problems on your crops.
 
   Animals
 
   Large animals such as deer, rabbits, mole, and mice pose a lot of threat to your garden. Mice are generally not a big problem, but some regions house a lot of field mice and pine mice that can be extremely destructive to your plants. These animals devour lilies, carrots, rose, and tulips, and can destroy your plants to their very core.
 
   Moles are a big problem for crops because they eat the roots along with the worms that decompose the various materials that form organic matter and enrich the soil. Deer present problems in regions close to forests. Rabbits are an issue because they love burrowing underground and destroy the roots of your plants.
 
   Birds
 
   Birds, especially crows are notorious for destroying crops. They love hovering over crops and nibble at the freshly grown crops whenever they get a chance.
 
   Garden Pests
 
   Garden pests such as tomato hornworm, grasshopper, codling moth, parasitic wasp, lady beetle, aphid, whitefly, cucumber beetle, peach tree borer, Colorado potato beetle, cutworm, squash vine borer, root maggot and tarnished plant bug are some of the pests that can be notorious for chewing on plants’ leaves and destroying all your efforts.
 
   Weeds
 
   Weeds are one of the biggest threats to the well-being of your plants. Weeds are of various types but the one thing they do best is to damage plants as well as extract all the minerals from the soil to prevent plants from flourishing (they compete with the plants for nutrients). 
 
   Yes, these dangers can become quite annoying and can adversely affect all the hard work and financial investment you have put in your garden. However, you need not worry much as there are ways to combat them effectively.
 
   
  
 

[bookmark: _Toc449616569][bookmark: _Toc449693457]Managing Plant Risks and Dangers
 
   Here are helpful strategies that will help you manage and eliminate all the dangers successfully.
 
   Animals
 
   The best way to get rid of unwanted animals from your garden is to trap them using various animal traps and then leave them out in the open. Make sure not to use poison to get rid of these animals because it is against animal laws; plus, those harmful chemicals will adversely affect your produce too. You should also encourage housing toads, frogs, and hedgehogs in your garden because these animals love feeding on garden pests, which can in turn help keep your garden clean of those unwanted creatures.
 
   Birds
 
   Scarecrows work best to get rid of birds. Electric scarecrows are more effective than the regular ones fashioned out of hay because the electric ones come with flashing lights, waving arms and loud sirens that effectively scare the birds causing them to vacate your garden. However, if this method does not work for you, opt for shade growing or indoor plants and cultivate them indoors.
 
   Weeds
 
   The best way to get rid of weeds is hoeing. We have already discussed hoeing; practice it regularly to keep your garden free of annoying weeds.
 
   Pests
 
   To eliminate undesirable pests from your garden, regularly monitor the growth of your plants and spend about 20 minutes thrice a day in your garden at different times. This will help you find out which pests attack your produce at what time, which will help you immediately kick out such pests from your garden. 
 
   As soon as you spot a dead animal in your garden, instantly place it in a plastic bag and throw it in the trash can. If you find aphids in your garden, throw them away and then rub the stem of the infected plants with your hand. This helps the stem get relief from the attack. However, if the infection is dire, use suitable insecticides and maybe cut out the infected crop so it does not infect the others.
 
   Make sure all your green plants get sufficient sunlight because keeping them in too much shade makes them more susceptible to pests. Additionally, grow similar crops together because doing so strengthens them and camouflages the crops, thus keeping pests away.
 
   Start exercising these tips and tricks and soon, you will not be facing the aforementioned dangers and threats.
 
   
  
 



[bookmark: _Toc449616570][bookmark: _Toc449693458]Conclusion
 
   Organic gardening is a lot of fun provided you follow the proper rules, strategies, and guidelines. [bookmark: _TOC2167]The truth is; you won’t master everything in one day; what you can do best is to practice as much as you possibly can if you truly want to become a pro at gardening. 
 
   



  
 


Thank you again for downloading this book!  
 
   I hope this book was able to help you to understand everything about organic gardening.
 
   The next step is to implement what you’ve just learnt. .
 
    [image: Description: thank-you-dogs]
 
 
   Finally, if you enjoyed this book, would you be kind enough to leave a review for this book on Amazon? 
 
   Thank you and good luck!
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