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Introduction
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Over the last year, I’ve fallen more and more in love with the concept of creating my own unique Cricut designs. Being able to turn my ideas into reality with the Cricut Design Space software makes me smile every time I hold one of my finished projects. More happiness arises when I gift them to loved ones and I get to see the excitement on their face. I’m sure it’s the same for you and we can all agree that Cricut designs can be truly magical.

This book was inspired by my niece, Olivia, to whom I gifted a folding card during each season of the year. Still, imagine how surprised I was when she showed me, during last Christmas, that she had collected all the gifts I previously gave her. I instantly overjoyed. This experience motivated me to come up with some new designs and served as inspiration for this book. The designs presented in this book are therefore split into four categories, the four seasons of the year.  

There are, however, a few things I want to mention before we delve deep into the actual designs. The following projects will contain the exact step by step instructions on how to make them in a systemic and structured way. However, I don’t consider them appropriate for complete beginners since they use some advanced methods. That is why I highly recommend that you master the basics before trying these designs. You also don’t have to replicate these exact designs if you don’t want to. They should mainly serve as practice and inspiration. We all know that art is subjective so I kindly ask you to keep that in mind when you are going over the designs. Each design presented in this book is among my personal favorites, however, we all have unique styles and what might look good to someone might not be that appealing to someone else. You can happily add your own spin to these designs and improve them in any way you see fit. My main goal with this book is that you get inspired, learn a few new designing techniques and end up using the book with a smile on your face.

The structure of this book will be similar to the one in my previous books. At the beginning of each design, you will see the finished artwork. Each creation process will contain step-by-step instructions in order to make the learning experience as easy as possible. 

Now, regarding my previous books, I took your feedback very seriously and tried to the best of my abilities to improve this version so that you’ll have the best experience possible. Here is a summary of the points I tackled:

	One issue was the smallish image size of the print versions. Therefore, the print size for this book was increased to 8.5’’ x 11’’. This will ensure that the images are large enough and will allow you to see more details.







	Another issue was the difficulty to follow along and see which layer was used during each step. To fix that I’ve added the “yellow rectangle marker”. This marker will always appear on the image to indicate which layer is active at each step. Here is an example:
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Now, keep in mind that I didn’t want to make it too ostentatious in order to avoid making the images too overwhelming. However, I believe this marker is visible enough so you can find it quickly. So always keep out an eye for the yellow rectangle when moving from one step to another:
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	Unfortunately, there is one issue I cannot change and that refers to the updates of the Cricut Design Space software. There might be a chance that the software goes through various updates and the interface might, therefore, change slightly. Now, I agree that these changes can sometimes be frustrating and might require some getting used to. However, I believe that once you master the concept of designing with this amazing software you will be able to find yourself in a creative flow no matter what small changes might be implemented over time. This is what I’m trying to pass on with my books, the true concept, and joy of designing with Cricut Design Space.
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Updated Features (Optional)
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As I mentioned before, changes to the Cricut Design Space software might be implemented from time to time. That is why I’ve added this small chapter before the actual designs. At the time of writing this book, there have been a few changes to Cricut Design Space which I want to present. This is mainly because my first two books showcase the previous version of this software and the new features might, therefore, be new to some users. 

The update keeps the old concept intact and makes the new features very easy to learn. These new features are also presented to you directly when you enter the Cricut Design Space canvas. Still, I wanted to add them in this book so you can look them up if at some point something becomes confusing. 

If you are already familiar with these new features, then you can skip this chapter and go straight to the seasonal designs. If you don’t know how to use the new features or want a quick refresh, then follow along.

The primary update you will notice is that the horizontal toolbar located on top of the canvas has now two “new” features called “Linetype” and “Fill”. 
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As a quick overview, the “Linetype” feature presents you with 3 options which can be accessed by a dropdown menu: 

[image: image][image: image][image: image]

Similarly, the “Fill” feature has two options, also accessible by a dropdown menu:
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Let’s see, with some examples, how each of these features can be used. Below we have a heart shape which is now set to the “Cut Linetype”. This will ensure that your Cricut machine cuts the shape out of your material. By selecting the square located to the right of the feature you can also select the color of your material. By selecting “Advanced” you will have the option to edit the color with an RGB color picker, which offers you more editing freedom.
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Changing the fill type of your shape will turn your designs, in this case, the heart shape, into a print then cut design. To the right of the “Fill” feature, you can edit the print color by selecting the small square shape. Just like before you’ll have the option to edit the color with an RGB color picker by selecting the “Advanced” option.
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Under the “Print Type”, you can change the print color to a pre-designed pattern by selecting the dropdown menu marked in the following image. After selecting the desired pattern, the shape will be updated and you can see your design with the new pattern. 
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Back at the “Linetype” feature, we have our second option, the “Draw” option. This will cause our heart shape to be drawn on our material which can be seen on the updated canvas in the following image. By selecting the small square located to the right of this feature you can also change the color of the drawing line.
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If you select the dropdown menu marked below you can also change the drawing style of your design.  
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The last “Linetype” option is the so-called “Score” option. This will draw a score line based on the contour of your design. These score lines are used mostly for folding your material and will be presented in more detail once we get to the seasonal designs in this book. 

The scoring action is made with the help of a scoring wheel or a scoring stylus, the tool selection depends mostly on which material you use. A small tip would be to use a scoring stylus for materials like card stock or copy paper and a scoring wheel for shimmer, glitter and foil paper in order to avoid breaks in your folding line.
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As you can see the changes to the interface make everything more compact and faster to use. In my opinion, a great update which leads to quicker and more fluid designs.

Now without further delays, buckle up and let us begin our journey through the four seasons.
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Spring Design Ideas
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Design 1: Easter Wreath
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Our first spring design will be an Easter wreath. I decided to include two versions of this design. The first one is a cut version which you can make with sticky paper or any sticky material you want. The second version is a draw version for coloring which can also be a great gift for kids. However, even if the second version is for coloring, I thought that the bunny in the middle should be pre-colored either way so that the little ones can use it as inspiration when coloring the eggs. The best part for this design is that transitioning from the cut version to the draw version is very easy.

These types of wreath designs can be created in various ways. For me, however, the most logical and easiest way is to start creating the back layer and then gradually work my way to the front. That way I have a clear picture in my head on how to make the design once it’s been cut or drawn on the Cricut machine. Now, let’s begin the fun. 

Step 1: Add a circle shape using the “Shapes” feature.
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Step 2.1: Resize the circle to the size you want your wreath to be. For this design, I chose a width and height of 5’’.

Step 2.2: Change the line type of the circle to “Draw”. This circle is only here to serve as a placement guide for the wreath objects.  
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Step 3: Use the “Images” feature to find an egg shape. 
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Step 4.1: Type “egg” into the search field.

Step 4.2: Select an egg shape you like. At this point, the inside contour of the egg does not matter since we will remove it the following steps. Make sure that the image you select is a cut image and not a print one. 

Step 4.3: Once the image is selected click on “Insert Images”.
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Step 5.1: Resize the egg image and write the new value down.  For this design, I chose a width of 1.1’’.

Step 5.2: If your egg has an inside contour select the “Contour” feature. 
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Step 6.1: Click the “Hide All Contours” button.

Step 6.2: Click the “x” to return to the canvas. 
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Step 7: Change the color of the egg shape to white. 
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Step 8.1: Position the egg shape on the wreath circle.

Step 8.2: Select the “Duplicate” feature to duplicate the egg shape.
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Step 9.1: Position the duplicated egg shape on the wreath circle.

Step 9.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the new egg shape.
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Step 10: Repeat steps 9.1 & 9.2 until you have covered your wreath circle with egg shapes. Remember to leave some space at the bottom for the bunny image. 
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It’s time to find our bunny design.

Step 11: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 12.1: Type “bunny” into the search field.

Step 12.2: Select a bunny design you like. Make sure that the image you select is a cut image and not a print one. 

Step 12.3: Once the image is selected click on “Insert Images”.
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Step 13.1: Resize your bunny design so that it fits your wreath and write the value down. For this design, I used a width of 4’’ (with the size ratio locked). 

Step 13.2: If your bunny design contains multiple layers use the weld feature to make it a single layer. 
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Step 14: Position the welded contour on the wreath circle.
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Now that the objects for our wreath background are positioned, we must delete the circle drawing we created at the beginning. 

Step 15.1: Select the circle drawing in the background.

Step 15.2: Use the “Delete” feature.
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Step 16.1: Select all objects the canvas.

Step 16.2: Use the “Weld” feature. Since the white egg shapes are placed first on the canvas the entire welded object should also become white. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, we have a white wreath background. On the canvas should be a single object on top of which we will place our actual designs. 
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Now it’s time to add the actual egg designs to the canvas. 

Step 17: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 18.1: Similar to step 4, you should select the egg designs you like the most. Make sure that these designs are also cut designs and not print. 

Step 18.2: Once you are satisfied with your selection click “Insert Images”. 
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Step 19: Change the width of all egg designs to 1’’. Remember that our white egg shape had a width of 1.1’’. The actual egg designs have to be slightly smaller in order to be easily placed on the white background.
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Step 20: Position each egg design on the wreath background. 
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Step 21: Select the egg objects you like and use the “Duplicate” feature until you have enough to fill the entire wreath. For this design, we need a total of 11 egg designs. 
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Step 22: Position all egg designs on the wreath background.
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Now we have to add our bunny design again. 

Step 23: Use the “Images” feature. 
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Step 24.1: Select the initial bunny design.

Step 24.2: Click “Insert Images”.

[image: image]

Step 25: Resize the bunny image to the same size you did earlier for the background. In this case, the width of the image should be 4’’ (this one does not necessarily need to be smaller than our background).
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Step 26: Place the bunny image on the wreath background.
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Step 27.1: In order to save cutting material, you can use the “Color Sync” feature to sync similar shades of a color. 

Step 27.2: For this design, we have similar shades of pink and brown which we can sync. You can drag and drop the objects you want to sync.
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Checkpoint: At this point, we have our first version of the design, the cut version for sticky materials is ready to go. 
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The next steps are only necessary if you wish to make your design a draw version for coloring.

Step 28.1: Select all egg images (not the bunny image).

Step 28.2: Change the line type to “Draw”. 
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Step 29.1: Select the edited egg images and the white wreath background (now, the white color of the wreath background becomes especially useful for coloring). 

Step 29.2: Use the “Attach” feature. 
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By using the “Attach” feature, the Cricut machine will know to cut and draw the objects (the egg drawings and wreath background) as they are placed on the canvas (see next image). 
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After the “Attach” feature has been used. The attached objects will come in front of the bunny design. All that remains is to change the display order.

Step 30.1: Select the attached objects.

Step 30.2: Use the “Arrange” feature and select “Send To Back”. 
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Result: Now the objects are in the right order and you can view the final design. The second version of the Easter wreath is now complete and ready to be made on your Cricut machine. 
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Design 2: Spring Folding Card
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Our second spring design is a folding card with a “window opening”. Remember that the purpose of these designs is to teach you various designing methods and inspire you to come up with your own ideas. If you, however, like these designs and want to copy them, you can, of course, do so. Remember that practice makes perfect. By creating more and more designs in Cricut Design Space, you will eventually master this software and be able to create designs extremely fast. 

This design requires the exact positioning of each object. Pay close attention to the position values of x and y in the following steps. Although the size of the folding card is 5’’x7’’ if you understand the concept of this method you will be able to create folding cards in any size you want. This design method does include some math (which I personally am not a fan of), therefore, it might be better to take each step slowly and read the instructions carefully in order to fully understand everything. It took some practice for me to master that aspect but I stuck with it and after a while I got it all figured out. I’m sure that with enough practice you will become an expert at designing folding cards. 

Step 1.1: Add a square shape on the canvas using the “Shapes” feature.

Step 1.2: Unlock the size ratio of the square.
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Step 2.1: Change the color of our shape. In this case, I chose the color green.

Step 2.2: Input the values 5’’ for width and 7’’ for the height of the shape. As mentioned before, the size of our card will be a standard 5’’x7’’.
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Step 3: This step is extremely important for the design. In order to be able to merge our objects with high precision, our “card body” must have an exact known position on our canvas. The position of an object is determined by its top left corner (marked in the following image). For this design, the position on the horizontal axis will be x=7 and for the vertical axis y=1.
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Step 4: Add another square shape by repeating steps 1 and 2. However, this time we will define the size of our object so that its width will be exactly half of our “card body” which we created previously. Therefore, our new shape will have a width of 2.5’’ (5’’/2) and a height of 7’’. This shape will later become the folding part of our card.
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Step 5: In order to create the contour of our folding shape, we must give it an exact position on our canvas. For this design the values will be x=1; y=1.
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Step 6.1: To create our “message opening” we must add a circle shape from the “Shapes” feature.

Step 6.2: The size of this shape must be slightly smaller the width of our closed card. In this case, our closed card has a width of 5’’, therefore, our circle shape should be 4’’ in diameter. 
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Step 7: We want the vertical middle line of our circle to overlap with the right edge of our rectangular shape from step 4. Therefore, we have to position it on x=1.5 and y=1.5. The explanation requires a bit of mathematics but I’ll try to lay it out as simple as possible:


-  The width of our second rectangular shape is 2.5’’ and the width of half a circle is 2” (4’’/2)

-  The difference between the two widths is 0.5’’ (2.5’’-2’’)

-  Our second rectangular shape is positioned horizontally at x=1, therefore, our circular shape has to be positioned at x=1+0.5=1.5

-  The vertical position of our rectangular shape is y=1, therefore, the vertical value of our circle has to be greater than 1. For this design, I chose the value y=1.5’’ 


This point is extremely important for the rest of the design. Make sure that the position of all objects is correct. To summarize, for this design, in particular, make sure that the circle shape is positioned at x=1.5 and y=1.5.
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Step 8.1: Select the two overlapping shapes.

Step 8.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 9.1: Select the three semicircles which resulted after the slice.

Step 9.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove the selected semicircles from the canvas. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, you should have two shapes on your canvas. One of the two folding parts of your card (a) and the initial “card body” (b).
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Step 10.1: From the “Images” feature add a flower shape you like. For this design, I chose a “Flower Filigree”.

Step 10.2: If the image has multiple layers use the “Weld” feature so that it becomes a single layer.
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Step 11.1: Resize and rotate the welded flower image in order for it to fit on the folding part of our card. 

Step 11.2: Position it on the card (and rotate it if necessary) where you want it to be cut out. 
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Step 12.1: Select the two overlapping objects (flower and folding card part).

Step 12.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 13.1: Select the flower shapes which resulted after the slice.

Step 13.2: Use the “Delete” feature.
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Step 14: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the card part which now has a flower contour and the semicircle cut out.
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Step 15: Use the “Flip Horizontal” feature on the duplicated object. This will create the second folding part of our card. 
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Now we must merge our initial “card body” with the two folding parts of our card. 

Step 16: Position the left folding part at x=4.5 and y=1. 

The explanation for these values is as follows: The value of x must be 4.5 because our “card body” was initially positioned at x=7 and the width of our folding part is 2.5’’. Since the position of an object is determined by its top left corner we must position our folding part at x=7-2.5=4.5. The value for y stays the same as before, y=1. 
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Step 17: Position the right folding part at x=12 and y=1. 

The explanation, in this case, is similar to the previous one. Our “card body” was positioned at x=7 and it has a width of 5’’. Again, since the position of an object is determined by its top left corner we must position our right folding part at x=7+5=12. The value for y remains 1.
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Step 18.1: Select all 3 objects (which should be positioned correctly).

Step 18.2: Use the “Weld” feature.
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Step 19: Using the “Shapes” feature, add a Score Line. This will later ensure that our card will have a nice and clean fold after it’s been made on the Cricut machine. 
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Step 20.1: The Scoring Line should have the same height as our card. In this case, we must input the height value at 7’’.

Step 20.2: Position the scoring line at x=7 and y=1. This will position it exactly where the left edge of our “card body” begins.
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Step 21: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the Scoring Line.

[image: image]

Step 22: Position the second Scoring Line on the right edge of our “card body”, at x=12 and y=1.
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From this point on we will create our inside card paper.

Step 23.1: Add a square shape using the “Shapes” feature.

Step 23.2: Unlock the size ratio of the square.
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Step 24.1: Change the color of the card paper to white (or any color you want your paper to be).

Step 24.2: The card paper should be smaller than our card body. Since our card body had a width of 5’’ and a height of 7’’ our card paper should be slightly smaller. For this design, the values for the card paper are width 4.5’’ and height 6.5’’.
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Step 25: Position the card paper in the middle of the “card body”. Since the card paper is 0.5’’ smaller in width and height, the position values for this design should be x=7.25 and y= 1.25.
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Step 26: Use de “Images” feature to add a circular design on your canvas. For this design, I chose a “Flower Wreath”. 
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Step 27.1: Change the color of the wreath to light green. 

Step 27.2: With the size ratio locked, resize the image to a width of 3.5’’. Our “window opening” has a diameter of 4’’, therefore, our image must be smaller than that in order to be visible once the card is closed. 
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Step 28: Position the image at x=7.75 and y=1.75. This will ensure that the image is in the center of the circular opening. Remember that our circular shape has a diameter of 4’’. By calculating the difference between the width of our circular opening and our image (4-3.5), we can determine the exact position for our image. The difference of 0.5/2=0.25 added to the position of the closed card circle (w=7.5+0.25=7.75, y=1.5+0.25=1.75).  
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It’s time to add our message on the folding card.

Step 29: Using the “Text” feature add the message to your canvas.
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Step 30: Choose a font you like and change the style to “Writing”. For this design, I used the font called “Brush Script”.
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Step 31: Resize your text and place it on the card paper inside the flower wreath. 
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Step 32.1: Select the card paper, the flower wreath, and the text.

Step 32.2: Use the “Flatten” feature. This will turn the card paper into a print then cut design. 
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Result: Finally, you should have your folding card with the added scoring lines and the card paper ready to go. All that remains is to prepare your materials and make it on your Cricut machine.  
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A small note before we move to the next design. I will admit that, at first, the exact positioning method extremely frustrating for me was. It took quite a while to master it. However, I promise it’s worth the effort. Once I got it all figured out I could create professional folding cards extremely fast and with no guesswork at all. So, if you are in the same situation as I was, please don’t give up, go over the steps again and you will get better each time. 
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Design 3: Decorative Banner “Hello Spring”
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This design will teach you how to make a decorative banner from scratch. Now, I agree that this method is not specifically for spring designs but the idea came to me when I saw something similar at a spring welcoming party. That is why I chose to include it here. If you master the concept of this method you can use it to create banners for multiple occasions no matter the season. 

Just like in the previous design, this method uses the exact positioning of each object in order to ensure that the final product will look perfect. 

Step 1.1: Add a square shape using the “Shapes” feature.

Step 1.2: Unlock the size ratio of the square.
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Step 2.1: Resize the square to a width of 5’’ and a height of 7’’.  

Step 2.2: Change the color of the rectangular shape. 
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Step 3: Position the shape at x=1 and y=1. 
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Step 4.1: Add a triangle shape using the “Shapes” feature.

Step 4.2: Unlock the size ratio of the triangle.
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Step 5: Change the width of the triangle to 5’’ and the height to 1’’. The width of the triangle has to be the same as the width of the blue rectangular shape. 
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We have to position the triangle at the bottom of our rectangular shape in order to be able to cut out the contour. 

Step 6: Position the triangle at x=1 and y=6. 

The value of x=1 stays the same for the triangle and the rectangular shape since they have the same width. Since we want the triangle to be placed on the bottom of the rectangular shape, the value of y has to be 6 since the height of the rectangular shape is 7’’ and that of our triangle is 1’’ (7-1=6).  
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Step 7.1: Select both objects (triangle and rectangular shape).

Step 7.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 8.1: Select both triangular shapes which resulted after the slice. 

Step 8.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas. 
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Step 9: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the remaining shape. 
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Step 10.1: Change the color of the duplicated object to white.

Step 10.2: With the size ratio locked, change the width of the new shape to 4.5’’ (0.5 smaller than the width of our first object).
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Step 11: Place the new banner flag approximately in the middle of the first blue one, x=1.25, y=1.25. 

The position of an object is determined by its top left corner. The position of the blue banner flag is x=1, y=1. By positioning the white banner flag at x=1+0.25 and y=1+0.25 it will ensure that it’s placed in the middle (since the difference between the widths of the two objects is 0.5’’).
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Now we must cut out the holes of our banner flags.

Step 12.1: Add a circle using the “Shapes” feature.

Step 12.2: Resize the circle to a diameter of 0.5’’.
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Step 13: Position the circle at x=1.5 and y=1.5. This way it overlaps with both banner flags near to the top left corner. 
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Step 14: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the circle shape. 
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Step 15: Position the second circle shape at x=5 and y=1.5. This will overlap it with both banner flags near the top right corner and will ensure that it’s symmetrical to the left circle.
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Step 16.1: Select both circle objects.

Step 16.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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Step 17.1: Hide the white banner flag.

Step 17.2: Select the welded circles and the blue banner flag.

Step 17.3: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 18.1: Hide the sliced blue banner flag.

Step 18.2: Unhide the white banner flag.

Step 18.3: Select the welded circles and the white banner flag.

Step 18.4: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 19.1: Select all circle objects which resulted after the two slices.

Step 19.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas. 
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Step 20: Unhide the blue banner flag. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, we have our first banner flag without the letter. 
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Before we continue with adding the letter contour on our banner flag we must first create a duplicate in order to have it ready for the next letter. 

Step 21.1: Select both banner flag objects.

Step 21.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature.  
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Step 22: Select the new banner flag objects and position them to the right of the first banner flag, x=6.5 and y=1. The two banner flags should be at the same position vertically (y=1) but 0.5’’ apart (x=1+5+0.5=6.5). 
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Step 23: Change the background color of the second banner flag.
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Now we can add the letter contour to our first banner flag.

Step 24.1: Add the first letter using the “Text” feature.

Step 24.2: Chose a font you like. For this design, I chose the font “Baylac” (whichever you chose, make sure that it’s a font with thick letters).
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Step 25: Resize the letter and place it in the center of the banner flag. 
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Step 26.1: Select the letter and the white part of the underlying banner flag. 

Step 26.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 27.1: Select the two letters which resulted after the slice. 

Step 27.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them. 
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Checkpoint: The letter has now been cut out of the white banner flag and can be seen due to the colored background. From this point on we must repeat the previous steps until we have all our banner flags with the appropriate letters.
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I will go over the steps for one more letter to make everything as clear as possible.

Step 28.1: Select the next set of banner flags.

Step 28.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature.
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Step 29: Position the duplicated shapes next to the previous ones at a 0.5’’ horizontal distance, in this case, x=12 and y=1.
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Step 30: Change the background color of the new banner flag.
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Now we can add another letter on the previous banner flag. 

Step 31: Use the “Text” feature to add the next letter.
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Step 32: Resize the letter and place it in the center of the banner flag. 
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Step 33.1: Select the white banner flag and the corresponding letter.

Step 33.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 34.1: Select the letters which resulted after the slice.

Step 34.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas.
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Checkpoint: Now we have two banner flags ready. All that remains is to repeat steps 28 to 34 until you have all banner flags ready. You can change the background color of each banner flag to obtain the color palette you want.   
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After you are done with the first word, in this case, “HELLO”, you can move down on the canvas and repeat the steps for the second word (this will make your design more structured and organized). 
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The second word, in this case, is “SPRING”, for this one I chose a different color palette, however, you can choose whichever colors you like the most. 
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Result: Once all banner flags are done you can proceed to make them on your Cricut machine. Thanks to the equally placed holes in each corner, the binding process of the banner flags should go extremely quick and easy.  
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Summer Design Ideas
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Design 1: Summertime!
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The first summer design I want to show you is something sweet and simple. I used this design to make a sticker for my summer traveling bag. You can, of course, choose to use it however you like. The following designing method is going to showcase multiple features which can be used in a wide variety of designs. Knowing how to properly sync colors in order to save material, or being able to create a dual-colored text has enabled me to let my creativity shine. Sometimes a simple design can pave the way to more grand and creative ideas. Now, without further ado, let the summertime begin!

Step 1: Use the “Text” feature to write your text (“Summertime” in this example).
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Step 2.1: Change the text font to one with thick letters. In this case, I used the font “Bauhaus 93”.

Step 2.2: Increase the font size and reduce the letter space to make everything more compact (this will make everything look better once it’s colored). For this design, I used a font size of 120 and a letter space of 0.7. 

[image: image]

Step 3: Change the color of your text. For this design, I chose a warm shade of orange.

[image: image]

Now we want to split our text into two halves. This will allow us to color the bottom half differently. If you want to split it after a straight line you can use a shape form the “Shapes” feature. However, I wanted to use a wavy line since I thought it would look much better. The easiest way for me was to find a flag shape in the “Images” library. This goes to show that sometimes you just have to think outside the box and improvise.

Step 4: Use the “Images” feature. 
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Step 5.1: Type “flag” in the search box.

Step 5.2: Find an image which has the contour of a wavy line and select it.

Step 5.3: Click “Insert Images”.
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Step 6: If the image has multiple layers use the “Weld” feature on it so it becomes a single layer. This will enable you to use the “Slice” feature later on.
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Step 7.1: Unlock the size ratio of the welded flag shape.

Step 7.2: Resize it and reposition it so that it covers half of the text with the top wavy line. 
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Step 8.1: Select the text and the flag shape.

Step 8.2: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 9.1: Select the slice results of the former flag shape (do not select the bottom half of the initial text). 

Step 9.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas. 
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Step 10: Chose a different color for the bottom part of the text. For this design, I went with a bright yellow.
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From this point on we want to add our images on the canvas so we can edit them properly. 

Step 11: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 12.1: For the sun image, type “sun” in the search box.

Step 12.2: Select the image you like. Make sure it’s a cut image and not a print one.

[image: image]

Step 13.1: For the ball image, type “ball” in the search box.

Step 13.2: Select the image you like. Again, make sure it’s a cut image and not a print one.
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Step 14.1: For the umbrella image type, “beach umbrella” in the search box.

Step 14.2: Select the image you like. For this one, again, make sure it’s a cut image.

Step 14.3: Once you have all your images selected (all selected images can be seen in the bottom bar) click the “Insert Images” button. 
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Checkpoint: Now we have the text and the added images on our canvas. Since we added 3 images at once these will be overlapping each other. First, we have to position them on the canvas in the right place. 
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Step 15.1: Position and resize all images on the canvas. 

Step 15.2: For the umbrella image use the “Send To Back” feature to place it behind the text. 
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For these types of designs, I like to use colors that complement each other. This will also make sure that you use fewer materials when you cut the shapes out on your Cricut machine. 

Step 16: Select the “Color Sync” feature.
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Step 17: Drag and drop the images and colors, you wish to change, to the appropriate fields. 
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Result: After multiple colors have been synced, our design is ready. In the end, I managed to sync 5 color types (of course this applies for this design only, and the number of colors you can sync varies from design to design).
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Design 2: Deep Sea Monogram
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The next design I’m going to show you is a design I learned myself from a very talented friend. At first, it seemed pretty complicated but once I got the concept figured out it became very intuitive. I’m sure it will be the same for you. 

There are a few things I wish to mention before we begin with the actual design tutorial. This design method requires a font called “MONOGRAMOS”. At the time of writing this book, you can find the fond for free online. The website I used is called www.defont.com. You just have to download the font and install it on your device. The rest can be done with the help of Cricut Design Space.

This designing method doesn’t have to be exclusively for summer projects. However, the first time I used it was to make a sticker for a small boat. My husband and I love to take that boat out on a nearby lake during the summertime. That inspired me to include it here since it always reminds me of the cool breeze and warm sunshine I felt during those trips. But that is enough exposition for now, let’s begin with the design!

Step 1.1: Select the “Text” feature.

Step 1.2: Once the text bar is open select the “Font” option.
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Step 2.1: In the search field of the font section type “monogramos” (make sure you have the font installed on your device). 

Step 2.2: Select the font once it appears. 
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Step 3: Type in your initials in small capital letters. My initials are SFR (Silvia Francesca Rose).
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Step 4.1: Resize the letters. For this design, I used a font size of 194. 

Step 4.2: Ungroup your text. This will split each letter group into an object. 
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Our main goal now is to have each letter in that round shape. So instead of having 3 letters each, we should end up with “S” on the left, “F” in the middle and “R” on the right. To make this easier we will give each letter group a distinct color. 

Step 5: Select the first letter group and change its color (in this case I chose red).
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Step 6: Select the second letter group and give it a new color, different from that of the first group (in this case I chose purple). 
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Step 7: Select the third letter group and change its color so that it’s different from the first two (in this case I chose blue).
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Step 8.1: Select all three-letter groups.

Step 8.2: Align them “Center Horizontally”.
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Checkpoint: At this point, we should have all 3 letter groups overlapping each other perfectly. In the following steps, we start to split them in the right order.

[image: image]

Step 9: Use the “Shapes” feature to add a square.
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Step 10: Unlock the size ratio of the square shape. 
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Step 11: Resize the shape by hand in such a way that it covers the height and width of the middle letter but does NOT touch the adjacent letters. If needed, you can zoom in on the canvas to get a better view.
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Step 12: While having the rectangular shape selected, use the “Duplicate” feature twice. 
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Now we must attribute each rectangular shape one of the colors of each letter group. 

Step 13: Select one rectangular shape and change its color to the one of the first letter group (red). 
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Step 14: Select the second rectangular shape and change its color to that of the second letter group (purple).
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Step 15: Select the third rectangular shape and change its color to that of the third letter group (blue).
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Step 16.1: Select all three rectangular shapes.

Step 16.2: First align them with the “Align Left” feature. 

Step 16.3: Then align them with the “Align Top” feature. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, you should have the three initial letter groups and the three rectangular shapes overlapping each other. The rectangular shapes should be all covering only the middle letter of our groups. Also, each letter group should be the same color as one rectangular shape. This way we can easily associate each letter group with a rectangular shape.
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Step 17: Hide all objects so that only the letter group for the first letter and the rectangular shape of the same color remain on the canvas. In this case, the letter “S” is the first initial so we must leave the group for the letter “S” visible. 
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Step 18.1: Unlock the size ratio of the rectangular shape.

Step 18.2: Resize it so that it covers both the middle and right letter. Only the first letter should be visible.  

[image: image]

Step 19.1: Select the rectangular shape and the underlying letter group. 

Step 19.2: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 20.1: Select all slice results except for the letter which remained on the left. 

Step 20.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected objects to remove them. 
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Checkpoint: Now you should have the first initial on your canvas. 
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Step 21.1: Hide the first letter (“S” - red).

Step 21.2: Unhide the letter group for the middle letter and the corresponding rectangular shape (purple).

Step 21.3: Having the purple objects selected, use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 22.1: Select all slice results except for the middle letter. 

Step 22.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected objects to remove them. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, only the middle initial should be visible on your canvas. 
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Step 23.1: Hide the second letter (“F” - purple).

Step 23.2: Unhide the letter group for the last initial and the corresponding rectangular shape (blue).

Step 23.3: Having the blue objects selected, use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 24.1: Select all slice results except for the object that contains the left and right blue letter. 

Step 24.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected objects to remove them.
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Now we must remove the letter on the left. To do that we must create a new shape. 

Step 25: Use the “Shapes” feature and add a square on the canvas. 

[image: image]

Step 26.1: Resize it if necessary and position it so that it covers only the letter located on the left. 

Step 26.2: Select the square shape and the blue letter group.

Step 26.3: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 27.1: Select all slice results except for the letter located on the right.

Step 27.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected objects to remove them.
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Checkpoint: At this point, you should have the right letter visible on your canvas. After we make the other two letters visible, our monogram should be complete. 
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Step 28.1: Make the other two initials visible.

Step 28.2: Once all three letters are selected use the “Weld” feature. 
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Checkpoint: Finally, all the monogram initials should now be in the right place. If all you want is a simple monogram then you can proceed to make the design on your Cricut machine. Still, there is more you can do with this design. I will show you how you can use the created monogram to include it in an image. 
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Firstly, we need to find our image.

Step 29: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 30.1: Type in your search term. For this design, I wanted to use the image of an anchor.

Step 30.2: Select the image you like.

Step 30.3: Click on “Insert Images”.
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Step 31: If necessary, resize the added image. 
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Step 32: Select the “Shapes” feature and add a circle on the canvas. 
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Step 33: Resize it so that is slightly larger than your monogram and place it over the added image. 
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Step 34.1: Select the image of the anchor and the circle.

Step 34.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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It’s possible that the monogram is behind the newly welded object. If that is the case we have to move it in front of the welded object. 

Step 35: After the monogram has been selected, use the “Arrange” feature and “Send To Front”.
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Step 36.1: Place the monogram over the circular section of the welded object. 

Step 36.2: Select both objects (monogram and welded image).

Step 36.3: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Since we don’t want two monograms on our canvas we can remove one.

Step 37.1: Select one of the monograms which resulted after the slice.

Step 37.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove it. 
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Result: After the remaining monogram has been moved to the side, you can see the result. The three initials appear now as a contour inside your image. You can use this method to cut your initials out of any image you like. 
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Design 3: Pool Party – Multiple Layer Vinyl 
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Last summer I was invited to my niece’s birthday party. It so happened that it was also a pool party. Since I always love to help decorate such events with my Cricut projects I decided to do a multiple layer vinyl design. I’m going to be honest, I am not too fond of these types of projects since it’s pretty difficult to overlap the vinyl with precision. To make things worse, more than once I believed my design was properly made in Design Space just to realize after I cut out each vinyl piece that I made a mistake and everything was ruined. However, not too long ago I discovered a little trick that helped me check my design before cutting it on the Cricut machine. In addition to this proofing method, I’m also going to present you a neat little trick on how you can stack each vinyl layer with high precision. 

For this project, however, I’m going to use a design directly from the “Images” library of Cricut Design Space. I could make a multiple layer project from scratch but I would much rather focus on the proofing and positioning technique of this design. Once you learn these techniques you can use them in all your future multiple layer vinyl designs.

Step 1: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 2.1: For this design, I used the search term “Pool Party” to find my image. If you choose another image make sure it’s a cut image. That way it will have multiple layers once you import it on the canvas. 

Step 2.2: Select the image you like.

Step 2.3: Use the “Insert Images” feature.
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Step 3.1: Position the image on the top left corner of your canvas. Projects like these usually take up a lot of space on your matt and require you to be mindful of your placement. 

Keep in mind that the maximum size of a matt is 12’’x 24’’. 

Step 3.2: Depending on your image, this step can be optional. For this design, however, I decided to reduce the size of my design to a width of 5’’. 
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In the following steps, you will learn how to add and position your alignment marks. This will help you to properly align your vinyl layers once they have been cut on the Cricut machine. 

Step 4: Use the “Shapes” feature to add a square shape. 
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Step 5.1: Unlock the size ratio of the object. 

Step 5.2: Make the object smaller in order to save as much cutting material as possible. Find a size you can comfortably work with. 

Step 5.3: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the rectangular shape. 
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Step 6 (very important): Place the two rectangular objects below your image and to the side. Make sure to position the outside lines of the rectangular shapes wider apart than the total width of your image (see next image). 
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This step is extremely important for our proofing method later on.
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Step 7.1: Select both rectangular shapes.

Step 7.2: Use the “Alling Bottom” feature.
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Step 8.1: Select the aligned rectangular shapes and the image. 

Step 8.2: Use the “Group” feature. This will help us keep our images organized.
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Step 9: Select the newly formed group and use the “Duplicate” feature.
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Step 10.1: Place the new group to the right side of the first one. 

Step 10.2: We are going to need a new group for each layer of our image (which will represent one vinyl layer). If you need a better overview of your canvas you can use the zoom out option (however, depending on your image this step can be optional).
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Step 11: Select the second group and use the “Duplicate” feature.
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Step 12.1: Select the newly duplicated group.

Step 12.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature again.
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Important note: Repeat steps 12.1 and 12.2 until you have a group for each required vinyl layer. Always use the previously duplicated group to create the next one. This is essential for our proofing method. You also have to make sure that the positioning order of your groups is correct. Once you duplicate a group, position it from left to right (just like in the previous steps). After you arrive at the end of your row (max. 24’’), move one row down and begin again from left to right. This will help you keep everything organized, especially when you have a project with a very high number of layers.

For this project, we require a total of 7 groups. However, this number can vary from image to image. You have to analyze each image at the beginning of your design and determine the overlapping order of each layer. This will help you determine the correct number of required groups. 

Checkpoint: At this point, you should have one group for each layer in your design. Make sure that you do not cross the 24’’ width and 12’’ height limit with the positioning of your objects. 
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Now we must go back and remove the appropriate layers from each group. Since this can get a little overwhelming for a beginner, I will guide you through each individual group.

Step 13.1: From the first group, select all layers except for the one which is furthest behind. In this case, we have to leave out the blue background.

Step 13.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 14.1: From the second group, select all layers except for the one which comes second after the blue background. In this case, it’s the white background.

Step 14.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 15.1: From the third group, select all layers except for the two medium blue bubbles which are placed on the white background. 

Step 15.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 16.1: From the fourth group, select all layers except for the two dark blue objects.

Step 16.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 17.1: From the fifth group, select all layers except for the light blue bubble.

Step 17.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 18.1: From the sixth group, select all layers except for the yellow circle.

Step 18.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Step 19.1: From the last group, select all layers except for the red text image.

Step 19.2: Use the “Delete” feature on the selected layers. 
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Checkpoint: At this point, each group should have one single layer with its own alignment markers. Now we can use our proofing technique to make sure everything is perfect. It’s important to emphasize that the groups have to be positioned in the right order for this technique to work.
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Step 20: Select all groups which are on the canvas.
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Step 21: Fist align them “Center Horizontally”. This is why the alignment markers have to be wider apart than the total width of our image. This will ensure that all images have the same width and will ensure that the alignment feature places our groups correctly.  
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Step 22: Secondly, we have to align all groups with the “Align Bottom” feature. 
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Checkpoint: If all groups were positioned in the right order we should get our initial image with all layers properly arranged. This way we can check if we somehow forgot one layer or something else is not right (make sure that each alignment marker is perfectly overlapped). This way we can correct any mistakes before we cut out the actual shapes in our vinyl.  
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If everything is correct we can easily go back and spread each group on the canvas again.

Step 23: Use the “Undo” feature twice. 
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Step 24.1: Once each group is back in its proper place, select all groups once again. 

Step 24.2: Use the “Attach” feature. This will tell our Cricut machine that the objects have to stay in the same position on the cutting matt as they are on the canvas. 
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Step 25: Click “Make It” to proceed.
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Result: If all objects are attached they should appear in the proper position on the cutting matt. This will allow you to position the appropriate colored vinyl on the cutting matt. In the following image, you can see how I would place my colored vinyl for this design. 
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Once each object has been cut out by your Cricut machine you can use the alignment markers to overlap each vinyl layer with high precision. 
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Autumn Design Ideas
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Design 1: Happy Halloween!
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Our first design for the fall season chapter is a Halloween design. As you probably figured out by now, I try to include in each design a different type of designing method. This way you can learn something new with each design and become a master at using this software. 

For this design, I chose to play on two colors, which I feel are great for Halloween. Orange and Black are always a good combo when you want to create a spooky design that also stands out. In this design, we will switch some letters for Halloween figures and create a “shadow effect” for each word. I love this method since it’s very versatile and can be used in a lot of different situations to set your design apart from others. Let’s begin!

Step 1: Use the “Text” feature and write your text. For this design, I chose a classic message: “Happy Halloween”.
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Step 2.1: For the alignment of the text select “Center”. 

Step 2.2: Change the font to something with thick letters. For this design, I chose the “Boink Com” font.

Step 2.3: Use the “Ungroup” feature to ungroup your text to separate letters.  
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Step 3.1: Select the letters “A” and “O”.

Step 3.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them.
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Now we want to add our replacements for the letters on the canvas.

Step 4: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 5.1: In the search bar type “ghost”.

Step 5.2: Select an image you like and that resembles one of the removed letters. In this case, the ghost resembles the letter “A”. 
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Step 6.1: In the search bar type “cute skull”.

Step 6.2: Select an image you like and that also resembles the second removed letter. In this case, the skull resembles the letter “O”. 

Step 6.3: Click the “Insert Images” button once you are satisfied with your choices. 
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Step 7.1: Resize the ghost image and place it where the letter “A” used to be. 

Step 7.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the ghost image. 
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Step 8: Position the duplicated ghost image in the place of the second letter “A”. 
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For this design, I want to remove the black eyes layer of the skull image. This will cause the “shadow effect” to look a lot better once our design is finished. 

Step 9.1: Select the layer of the skull eyes. 

Step 9.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove it.
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Step 10: Resize the remaining skull image and place it where the letter “O” used to be. 
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Step 11.1: Select the objects of the first word (“HAPPY”).

Step 11.2: Use the “Weld” feature in order to turn them into a single object.
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Step 12.1: Select the objects of the second word (“HALLOWEEN”).

Step 12.2: Use the “Weld” feature.
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Checkpoint: At this point, the canvas should contain two objects, one for each word. Now, we want to continue and create the shadow effect for each word.
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Step 13.1: Select the first word.

Step 13.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 14: Change the color of the duplicated first word (“HAPPY”) to orange.
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Step 15: Manually place the duplicated orange word on top of the black one. You can zoom in and use the keyboard arrows for a higher precision. 
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Step 16.1: Select the second word.

Step 16.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 17.1: Change the color of the duplicated second word (“HALLOWEEN”) to orange.

Step 17.2: Send the duplicated orange word to the back of the canvas by using the “Alignment” feature “Send To Back”.
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Step 18: Manually place the duplicated orange word behind the black one. Again, you can zoom in and use the keyboard arrows for a higher precision.
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From this point on we want to add some Halloween graphics to the canvas in order to make our design more unique. For this design, I added a Halloween pumpkin and a spider to make everything a little more “spookier”.

Step 19: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 20.1: Type in the search bar “Halloween pumpkin”.

Step 20.2: Search and select the image you like. 
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Step 21.1: Type in the search bar “spider”.

Step 21.2: Again, search and select the image you like. I wanted the spider image to hang from its web so I can attach it to the black letters.  

Step 21.3: Once you are happy with your choices, click the “Insert Images” button. 
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Step 22.1: Resize the pumpkin image and place it to the side of the first word. 

Step 22.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 23.1: Change the color of the duplicated pumpkin image to orange.

Step 23.2: Position it on top of the black image until you achieve that “shadow effect”. 
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Step 24.1: Select both overlapped pumpkin images.

Step 24.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature.
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Step 25: Position the duplicated object to the other side of the word “HAPPY”. 
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Now we want to switch the “shadow effect” of the second pumpkin group.

Step 26.1: Select the orange pumpkin from the second group.

Step 26.2: Send the orange pumpkin to the back of the canvas by using the “Alignment” feature “Send To Back”. Once the orange image is behind the black one, you can also adjust its position if necessary.
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Now we want to add two spiders to the black letters from the word “HALLOWEEN”.

Step 27.1: Select the “Dangling Spider” image. 

Step 27.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 28: Resize each image and position them to your liking.
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Result: The Halloween design is ready to be made on your Cricut machine. Once the objects have been cut, in order to achieve the “shadow effect”, you have to carefully overlap them. Make sure you don’t rush. This is a delicate process and one wrong move could ruin your design (this happened to me a lot). I found it very helpful to zoom in on the digital design and use it as a reference base during my overlapping process.  
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Design 2: Happy Thanksgiving – Split Image
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In the second Autumn design, I will show you how you can use the split method on images with an inside contour. In addition, I want to include a lesson that took me quite a while to learn. It’s not regarding a designing method per se but more about an aspect of our mentality. Often when I used to browse the images in the Design Space library I would look at the image as it was and decided whether I liked it or not. However, it took me a while to understand that each image in that library is also an opportunity. By that, I mean that each image can be edited to your liking. With a little creativity, you can take one image and turn it into something completely unique. For me, it required a mindset shift and right now I couldn’t be happier it happened. This mentality opened up a whole world of ideas and amazing designs. Do this a couple of times and you’ll develop an eye for such situations.   

The following design is pretty simple but I believe it really illustrates the previously mentioned points and serves as a baseline for developing your “sixth designing sense”. 

When I started this particular design, initially, I was looking for a Thanksgiving pumpkin design. However, after multiple searches, I couldn’t find anything I was truly happy with. Then the idea hit me, “Why don’t I create my own pumpkin?”. So, I selected something that resembled the contour I was looking for and started to make my own version exactly how I wanted it to be. 

Step 1: Use the “Images” feature.
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Step 2.1: Type “pumpkin” into the search bar. 

Step 2.2: Select the design you wish to edit. This image did not have the color nuances I liked and had an inside contour I did not want. Still, it was enough to spark my creativity. 

Step 2.3: Click the “Insert Images” button to add your image to the canvas. 
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In order to edit individual layers, we have to ungroup our image. 

Step 3.1: First, you can resize your image to the desired dimension. For this design, I chose a width of 4.5’’. 

Step 3.2: Having the entire image selected, use the “Ungroup” feature. 
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Step 4.1: Select the pumpkin layer. 

Step 4.2: Use the “Contour” feature. 
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Step 5.1: Select “Hide All Contours”.

Step 5.2: Exit the editing window.
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Step 6 (optional): As mentioned before, I didn’t quite like the color nuances this image had so I changed them to something brighter.  
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Now we want to create the inside contour for our pumpkin to give it a more artistic look.

Step 7.1: Select the pumpkin layer.

Step 7.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 8: Reduce the size of the duplicated object and place it in the center of the larger pumpkin contour. 
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Step 9.1: Select both pumpkin layers.

Step 9.2: Use the “Slice” feature.
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Step 10.1: Select the slice results located inside the larger pumpkin contour. 

Step 10.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas. 

[image: image]

Step 11.1: Select the remaining pumpkin contour. 

Step 11.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. 
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Step 12.1: Reduce the size of the duplicated contour and place it in the middle of the initial one. 

At this point, I had another idea and decided to fill the smaller contour. This just goes to show how your design can change during the process. Once you start, ideas will start flowing naturally.

Step 12.2: Select the “Contour” feature. 
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Step 13.1: Select “Hide All Contours”.

Step 13.2: Exit the editing window.
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Checkpoint: Right now, we have our abstract Thanksgiving pumpkin ready. In the following steps, we will learn how to split the image. However, in order to connect everything and make it look more appealing, we must add a “welding bar” in the middle of our pumpkin.
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Step 14.1: Use the “Shapes” feature and add a square shape to the canvas.

Step 14.2: Unlock the size ratio of the square.
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Step 15: Resize the square shape to a thin rectangular shape.
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Step 16: Place the resized shape a little under the middle section of your pumpkin design. 
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Step 17.1: Select both pumpkin layers and the newly added rectangular shape.

Step 17.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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With our rectangular shape welded in the middle, we can now split the pumpkin design in two. 

Step 18: Add another square shape from the “Shapes” feature.
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Step 19.1: Unlock the size ratio of the square.

Step 19.2: Resize it so that it’s wider and higher than the bottom part of your pumpkin design. 

Step 19.3: Place it so that the top line of the rectangular shape with the middle line of the “welded bar” coincides. 
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Step 20.1: Select the pumpkin design and the gray rectangular shape.

Step 20.2: Use the “slice” feature. 
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Step 21.1: Select the gray slice results.

Step 21.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them. 
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Step 22: Lower the position of the bottom half of your pumpkin design. You can use your keyboard arrows to do that easily. 
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Now we want to add our text to the design. 

Step 23: Use the “Text” feature and write the first word of your Thanksgiving wish: “Happy”.
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Step 24.1: If necessary, change the font to something more cursive. For this design, I chose the font called “Babette”.

Step 24.2: Change the font size so that the word fits in your design. For this design, we require a font size of 43. 

Step 24.3: Position the word in the middle part of the top orange half. 
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Step 25.1: Select the top pumpkin half and the text.

Step 25.2: Use the “Slice” feature. This will cut out the text into the actual pumpkin design.  
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Step 26.1: Select both words which resulted after the slice.

Step 26.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them. 

[image: image]

Step 27: Use the “Text” feature again and type the second word. For this design its “Thanksgiving”. The font should remain the same as it was for the previous word, so you don’t have to change that anymore (unless you want to use a different font for each word). 
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Step 28.1: Change the color of the text to orange.

Step 28.2: Resize it so that it fits in the space between the two pumpkin halves. 

Step 28.3: Position the text in the mentioned space. 
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Result: The design is now ready to be made and to serve as a unique decoration. Happy Thanksgiving!
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Design 3: Text Knockout Method – Print Version
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Our last autumn design contains the text knockout method. A very popular method in the Cricut designing world and a personal favorite of mine. Since it’s sometimes pretty difficult for me to work with vinyl, when it comes to designs like these, I try to stick to print designs. I normally use thick, high-quality cardstock to print my designs and after that, I cut the edges of that cardstock to a contour that matches the theme of my design. If I feel very creative I might even use some watercolor to add another sprinkle of color to my designs. 

Now, you might be wondering why I chose to include this design to the autumn group. Well, there is actually a story behind that. I met my husband and we fell in love during the fall of 1987. Since then autumn has been my favorite season of the year. Every fall, my husband and I take a small trip to the countryside and have a nice quiet weekend. Each time it feels like we are falling in love again. That is why I think that this message “Falling In Love Again” perfectly fits (even if it’s a bit cheesy). This design is, therefore, pretty close to my heart. I’m confident that you’ll find creative ways to include this method in your designs and turn them into something special. 

Step 1: Use the “Text” feature and write the first word of our design in all caps “FALLING”.
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Now we want our text to have very large letters so that we have enough space for our smaller text in the middle. 

Step 2.1: Unlock the size ratio and resize your text. 

Step 2.2: Edit the font, style, and letterspacing of the text. For this design, I used a classic font called “Arial Black”, bold and a letter spacing of 1. 

[image: image]

Step 3: Use the “Text” feature again and write the knockout text. For this design, it’s “In Love Again”.
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Step 4: Edit the features of the newly added text. In this case, I used the font called “Lucida Handwriting”, bold, a font size of 56 and a letter spacing of -0.9. 
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Step 5.1: Place the text over the first word and see if it fits. You can still edit it if necessary. It should have about the same width as our main word.

Step 5.2: Change the “Fill” type to “Print” and move it back in an empty space on the canvas. 
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Step 6: Having the print text selected, click on the “Make It” button (don’t worry we won’t print anything). 
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Step 7: Select “Continue”.
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Step 8: Select “Send to Printer”.

[image: image]

Step 9.1: Right click on the image which appeared in the pop-up window and click on “Save Image As”. Save it somewhere you can easily find it. On a Windows computer, it should look something like this:
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Step 9.2: Once the image is saved select the “x” to exit the pop-up window.
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Step 10.1: Select “Cancel”.

Step 10.2: When the top question pops-up, select “Yes”. 
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The image we now saved has a slightly larger contour that the actual text. It’s very subtle but it allows us to cut out a part of our main word that is slightly thicker than our actual text. This works best with cursive fonts like the one we used. Now we must add the saved image to our canvas.

Step 11: Select the “Upload” feature. 
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Step 12: Select “Upload Image”. 
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Step 13.1: After you browsed the image on your computer and added it to Cricut Design Space you have to select as the image type “Simple”.

Step 13.2: Select “Continue”.
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The next step is very important.

Step 14: Use the eraser tools to remove everything except the actual text. 
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If done correctly you can see the blue square pattern all around your text.

Step 15: Select “Continue”. 
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Step 16.1: Select “Save as a Cut image”.

Step 16.2: Click on “Save”.
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Step 17.1: Now you have uploaded your image to Design Space. Select it.

Step 17.2: Click “Insert Images”.
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Checkpoint: On our canvas, we now have our main text “FALLING”, our knockout text “In Love Again” and our cutting contour for the knockout text (the image we just uploaded). Make sure to resize the cutting contour image so that it’s slightly larger than the actual knockout text. 
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Step 18: Once the cutting contour has been resized you can place it in the center of the main text. 
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Step 19.1: Select the main text and the knockout contour.

Step 19.2: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 20.1: Select the slice results from the cutting contour (except the large part of the word “FALLING”).

Step 20.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas. 
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Step 21.1: Select the initial knockout text. 

Step 21.2: Change the style to “Regular”. This will make it slightly thinner which will give the finished design a better look. 
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Step 22: Place the text in the inside contour which was created after we used the “Slice” feature. It should fit almost perfectly, leaving a small space around the contour of the text. 
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Step 23.1: Select both text objects.

Step 23.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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Step 24: Change the color of the welded object to orange. 
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Now the next part really depends on your taste, since this will be a print design I just wanted to add a few images to make the entire design more interesting. However, you can choose to add any image you like for your designs. 

Step 25: Use the “Images” feature. 
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Step 26.1: Type your search term into the search bar. For this design, I searched for “leaves” since it’s appropriate for an autumn design. 

Step 26.2: Select all the images you like to add to your design.

Step 26.3: Once you are happy with your choice click on “Insert Images”.
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Checkpoint: Now, most likely the images you’ve added are overlapped and oversized. All that remains now is to resize them and position them in the right place. 
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Once you are happy with your design layout, you only have to turn it into a print design.

Step 27.1: Select all objects on your canvas.

Step 27.2: Use the “Flatten” feature. 
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Result: There you have it. A text knockout design for the autumn season. Seeing finished designs like these makes me...fall in love with designing again (pun intended). 
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Winter Design Ideas
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Design 1: Christmas Vertical Folding Card with Two Messages
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We arrived at the magical winter season. And honestly, during the last years, Christmas has been the most creative season for me. Although we had a folding card design at the beginning of the book. This one is different. I received a similar card with one of my Christmas presents and I found the idea brilliant. A vertical folding card with a two-message system. What a treat! 

In this chapter, we will go over how you can make this card yourself. Again, this design requires a precise position for each object. However, since you have the experience from the spring folding card design, I will skip the mathematical explanations for the x and y values. It’s the same concept as in the first folding card design and there is no reason to add unnecessary information just to make the steps more confusing. The position values will depend on the size of your card. As much as I would love for you to use these exact designs its more important that you learn how to make folding cards like these in general and not only this one design. 

As a quick summary, here are two very important rules when using the exact positioning method to place objects in Cricut Design Space:

	The position of an object is always defined by the top left corner of the “select window”.

	Always use the grid marks on the side of your canvas as a reference to achieve an exact positioning.  


Follow these two rules and you will master the concept of exact positioning in Cricut Design Space sooner than you think.

Step 1.1: From the beginning, you can zoom out of the canvas to get a better overview of the entire project. Here I chose to start at 50%, however, this really depends on your own preference. 

Step 1.2: Add a circle shape from the “shapes” feature.  
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Step 2.1: Change the size of the circle to 5’’. I believe that this is a fairly good size for a folding card.

Step 2.2: Position the object at x=1, y=1 (remember that the position of the object is defined by its top left corner).

Step 2.3: Change the color of the circle to red. 
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Step 3: Add a square shape on the canvas using the “Shapes” feature again. 
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Step 4.1: With the size ratio locked, change the width of the square to 3’’.

Step 4.2: Position the square object to x=2, y=3. This will put it on the middle line of our red circle. 
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Step 5.1: Select both objects.

Step 5.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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Step 6.1: Select the weld result.

Step 6.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature. This will create the second half of our folding card.
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Step 7.1: Select the duplicated object.

Step 7.2: Use the “Flip” feature “Flip Vertical”.
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Once the object is flipped we want to position it precisely at the bottom of the top part. 

Step 8: Position the flipped object at x=1, y=6. Again, I will emphasize this point since it’s very important: the position of an object is defined by its top left corner. 
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Step 9.1: Select both halves of your card. 

Step 9.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 
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Checkpoint: If the positioning was correct, we should now have the perfectly symmetrical shape of our unfolded card. 
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Now we want to cut our message window into the top part of our card.

Step 10.1: Add a square shape using the “Shapes” feature. 

Step 10.2: Unlock the size ratio of the square. 

[image: image]

Step 11.1: Change the width of the shape to 3” and the height to 1’’.

Step 11.2: Position the rectangular shape at x=2 and y=3.5. 
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Step 12.1: Select both objects on your canvas. 

Step 12.2: Use the “Slice” feature. 
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Step 13.1: Select both rectangular slice results.

Step 13.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them. 
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Now we want to add the “Score Line” to our card in order to achieve a clean fold once the card contour is cut out. 

Step 14: Add a score line using the “Shapes” feature. 
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Step 15.1: Since it’s a vertical folding card you have to rotate the scoring line at 90°.

Step 15.2: Change its width to 3’’ (the height of a horizontal line will always be 0’’).

Step 15.3: Position the scoring line at x=2 and y=6. This will place it exactly in the middle of our card. 
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It’s time to create our card paper. Since it’s a circular folding card I wanted to have a circular card paper. 

Step 16: Add a circular shape to the canvas using the “Shapes” feature. 
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Step 17.1: With the size ratio locked, change the width of the circular shape to 4’’ (1’’ smaller than our card back).

Step 17.2: Position the card paper at x=1.5 and y=6.5. This will place it exactly in the middle of our card back. 

Step 17.3: Change the color of the card paper to white.
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It’s time to add our text. Since our folding card appears open on the canvas, it will be a bit difficult to find the right position of the text in such a way that it shows up correctly when the card is closed. However, I will show you a quick little trick on how you can ensure the precise position of your text. But first, let’s add it to our canvas. 

Step 18: Use the “Text” feature and write your text. For this design, the message that will show up when the card is closed and opened is “Happy!”.
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Step 19.1: Change the font of the text. For this design, I used the font “Alexis Mattox – Emma Rae”.

Step 19.2: Reduce the size of the text so it can fit on the card paper. For this one, I used a font size of 52. 

Step 19.3: Position the text on the card paper in such a way that you think it would show in the “card window” if the card was closed (don’t worry we are going to check if the position is right in the next step).
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Now we must make sure that our text appears in the center of the “card window” once the card is closed. 

Step 20.1: Hide the card paper from the eye symbol. 

Step 20.2: Select the red card object.

Step 20.3: Use the “Flip” feature “Flip Vertical”. By doing this you simulate the closed position of the top part of our card.
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Checkpoint: Now we can see if the text was properly positioned on the card paper. In this design, the text is slightly off and must be positioned further down.
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Step 21.1: Move your text in the center of the “card window”.

Step 21.2: Select only the red card object. 

Step 21.3: Again, use the “Flip” feature “Flip Vertical” so that the card is back in the right position. 
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Step 22.1: Unhide the card paper.

Step 22.2: Use the “Text” feature to write the hidden message for your card paper. In this case, it’s “Gift Unwrapping!”.
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Step 23.1: Adjust the size of the text (for this design I used a font size of 30) and align the text to “Center” (I believe it looks better on a circular card paper if the text is centered). 

Step 23.2: Position the “hidden” text on the card paper below the initial text “Happy!”. 
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Step 24.1: Select the card paper and both text objects.

Step 24.2: Use the “Flatten” feature to turn it into a print then cut design.
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At this point I all that remains is to attach the Scoring Line to the red card object.

Step 25.1: Select the scoring line and the red card object.

Step 25.2: Use the “Attach” feature. This will tell the Cricut machine that the position of the two objects must be kept on the cutting matt as it is on the canvas. 
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Step 26: After using the “Attach” feature, the newly formed object will be moved to the front of the canvas. Just use the “Arrange” feature “Send To Back”. 
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Result: At this point, we are all done and the card is ready to be made on your Cricut machine. 
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The front side of the card is just an illustration since we can’t design the back side of an object in Design Space. I suggest that you add the features form the front side of the card by hand using a white gel pen for the snowflakes and a calligraphy pen for the text. I personally prefer to do that since it makes the card look more personal and unique. You can, however, use a material that has a pattern already printed on it and use that with your Cricut machine to cut the folding card.
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Design 2: Christmas Stockings Design with a Template
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For this design, I’m going to keep it short and sweet. It contains a method on how you can make designs using templates from the Cricut Design Space software. In addition to that, this design will also show you how you can make a fluid and curved text design. However, this method depends a lot on the actual text you are using, on the length of the words and the positioning of each word. Therefore, I decided that it was best for your learning experience to explain in depth the concept and keep the number of steps to a minimum. This designing method requires a lot of fine-tuning and positioning by hand so patience is your best ally when you are making this type of designs. Knowing how to use the “Templates” feature presents a huge advantage for this method and opens up a lot of new designing possibilities. 

Step 1: To load the templates to your canvas you’ll just have to use the “Templates” feature.
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Step 2: Select the template for the desired object and it will automatically load it to your canvas.
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Each template has an editing bar on the top which allows you to modify the “Type” and “Size”. By selecting “Custom” from the “Size” dropdown menu you can type in your custom size for the template. You also have the option to change the color of your template to see how some designs would look on a certain color. 
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Step 3.1: You can use the zoom feature to zoom out if the template is too large for your display window.

Step 3.2: Use the “Text” feature to add your text. 
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When doing a curved text design, I like to write all my words in advance. In addition, I like to connect some words, when the positioning changes, with some dots “...”. 

Step 4: Write all words for your design separately and place them on your canvas. 
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Now I will show you some example steps on how you can make a fluid and curved text design. Again, this requires fine-tuning by hand and depends highly on the length of the text and that of the words. That is why I will showcase only some examples which will explain the concept of this method. 

Step 5.1: Select your first text object.

Step 5.2: Use the “Curve” feature. 

Step 5.3: Type the value of your curve diameter. For this example, I used the value 3. 
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Step 6.1: Select the next text object. 

Step 6.2: Use the “Curve” feature.

Step 6.3: Input the opposite value of the previous word. For the first word we had the value 3, for this one, we must use -3. This will create a curved shape once both text objects are positioned accordingly. 
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Step 7.1: Select the next text object. 

Step 7.2: As before, use the “Curve” feature.

Step 7.3: Again, we want that fluid curve so we must input another positive value for the curve diameter. However, since this text is longer we have to use a larger value for the diameter. For this example, I used the value 5.
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Checkpoint: After each word has been positioned and rotated you will obtain a nice and fluid curved text. 
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Step 8: Repeat the “Example Steps” for all words. For this design, I also changed the color of each word to make it look more festive. 
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In this example, we still have some space on the template left. That is why I decided to add some graphics from the “Images” library. However, I won’t go into every detail here since we’ve covered similar steps many times in this book. Also, each image will depend highly on your text and how you curved it on your template. 

Step 9: Add images you like by using the “Images” feature, edit them and add them to your design. I decided to add a symbolic image for each word since I felt it would really drive the point home. As you can see, next to the word “family” we have a snowman family, next to the word “kind” we have a snowman who is kindly greeting us and next to the word “presents” we have a snowman in a present box. 
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Result: The design for our Christmas Stockings is ready to be cut on the Cricut machine. 
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This method has opened up many designing possibilities for me. Although it requires a lot of patience and repositioning by hand, for me the end result was always worth it. I always included this method in my designs when I felt like they needed an extra “spark of creativity”. I applied a very similar design to a white Christmas stocking with an iron-on material. The contrast between the white stocking and the red design colors looked very festive and beautiful. It was the perfect blend of elegance and Christmas magic. 
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Design 3: Christmas Time!
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For the last Christmas design, I decided to be spontaneous. Maybe it’s due to the fact that I actually made this during the winter season. I just felt this urge to do something completely new. So, I started designing without having a clear image in mind of how the end design would look. The final result is something I really like and am I’m very proud of. The top part of the word “Christmas” is supposed to resemble a cloud and the falling snowflakes are cut out of the bottom red half. I even made this as a vinyl design and applied it on my window during the Christmas holidays. This experience showed me that sometimes it’s important to start even if you don’t feel particularly inspired. If you immerse yourself in the designing experience, the ideas will eventually come to you.

Step 1.1: Use the “Text” feature and write your text. For this design, it’s the word “CHRISTMAS”. 

Step 1.2: Unlock the size ratio of your text. 

[image: image]

Step 2.1: For this, I used a classic font with thick letters called “Arial Black”. In addition, I reduced the letterspacing to 0.6.  

Step 2.2: Resize the text by hand to make it larger.

[image: image]

Here I wanted to find a cloud shape so I could split my text in two and make the top half resemble a white cloud. 

Step 3: Use the “Images” feature. 

[image: image]

Step 4.1: Type in the search bar the word “cloud”.

Step 4.2: Select an image with a contour you like.

Step 4.3: Click “Insert Images”.

[image: image]

Step 5: If the image has multiple layers use the “Weld” feature to make the object single-layered.

[image: image]

Step 6.1: Unlock the size ratio of the image.

Step 6.2: Resize it so that it covers the top part of the word object. 

[image: image]

Step 7.1: Select the text object and the cloud contour object.

Step 7.2: Use the “Slice” feature. 

[image: image]

Step 8.1: Select the slice results from the cloud contour object.

Step 8.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them from the canvas.

[image: image]

Step 9.1: Select the top part of the now sliced text.

Step 9.2: Change the color to a grayish-white nuance.

[image: image]

Step 10.1: Select the bottom part of the sliced text.

Step 10.2: Change its color to red.

[image: image]

Now we want to cut the snowflake shapes out of the red part of our text. This way the snowflakes would be visible even if you decided to stick the design to a white or colored background.

Step 11: Use the “Images” feature. 

[image: image]

Step 12.1: Search for “snowflake” in the search bar of the image library.

Step 12.2: Select a snowflake contour you like. 

Step 12.3: Click on “Insert Images”.

[image: image]

Checkpoint: Now we have the snowflake contour on our canvas. However, the image must be resized in order to fit on the letters and after that duplicated so we can create a beautiful snowflake pattern. 

[image: image]

Step 13.1: Resize the snowflake image and place it on the red part of a letter.

Step 13.2: Use the “Duplicate” feature on the resized snowflake image. 

[image: image]

Checkpoint: Repeat step 13.1 and 13.2 until you have a full snowflake pattern on the red half of your text.

[image: image]

Now we must cut the snowflake pattern out of the red letters. To do that we must first weld the snowflakes together. 

Step 14.1: Select all snowflake images.

Step 14.2: Use the “Weld” feature. 

[image: image]

Step 15.1: Select the previously welded snowflakes and the red part of our text. 

Step 15.2: Use the “Slice” feature.

[image: image]

Step 16.1: Select the snowflake pattern slice results.

Step 16.2: Use the “Delete” feature to remove them. 

[image: image]

Step 17: Use the “text” feature to write the second text for this design: “Time!”.

[image: image]

Step 18.1: Change the font and size to something that fits the design. For this design, I used the font called “Chloe”. 

Step 18.2: Change the color of the text to red.

[image: image]

Lastly, I decided that a graphic image was required to give this design a final touch.

Step 19: Use the “Images” feature to access the image library.

[image: image]

Step 20.1: Search for “Santa Claus” in the image library.

Step 20.2: Select an image that fits the design. I found the image of Santa climbing down the chimney perfect for this. 

Step 20.3: Click on “Insert Images”.

[image: image]

Step 21: Resize the image accordingly and place it in your design. 

[image: image]

Step 22 (optional): I wanted the chimney walls to be the same red as the text. Therefore, I used the “Color Sync” feature to achieve that.

[image: image]

Result: All that remains is to make the design on your Cricut machine and use it as a unique and festive decoration.

[image: image]
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All Good Things Must Come to an End

[image: image]


We arrived at the end of our designing journey through the four seasons. I truly hope you found these designs inspiring and filled with knowledge. Each design is one that’s close to my heart and I had a lot of fun making them. I hope you had just as much fun learning from them. 

After I looked over all my designs I started to remember how difficult it was for me at first to understand all the complicated features and little tricks. I’ll admit that there were times when I wanted to give up. But with patience and dedication, it became easier and easier until at some point designing with this software became second nature for me. 

As I’ve said, in the beginning, these designs are also meant as practice exercises. Even if you don’t like all the designs (which is normal since everyone is different and we all have our own styles) you can still use this guide as a reference point for the different methods it contains. 

Creativity comes in different and unexpected ways. A glance at a different design can spark ideas you never thought possible. With a warm heart and a bright smile, we can turn this world into a more beautiful place for our family and friends. 

Happy Designing!
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