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Foreword

Rontan civilization is one of the great unifying factors in the history of Europe and the
Mediterranean. The extensive empire ruled by the Romans stretched from the sands of
the Sahara to the mouth of the Rhine, and from the Atlantic i the west o the
Fuphrates in the cast. It has Ieft ns its legacy in the form of Roman law, which siill under-
lies many western-inspired legal systems, and in the Romance languages—French,
Spanish, Porfuguese, lahan and Romanian—derived from Latin, which are still spoken
not only in former Roman termitories but in countries of the New World as well as the
Old. Furthermore, Roman cities lie bencath many of our modern centres, and the state
religion of the late Roman world—Christianity—remains the dominant faith throughout
most of Furope today.

The Penguin Histovical Atlas of Ancient Rome1s an mtroduction to the Roman Empire based
on maps. The Romans themselves made maps of their empire, though httle of these
have survived apart from the so-called Peutingey Table (a medieval copy) and fragments
such as the marble map of Rome. Itis other sources, then, which have been nsed to corn-
pile the present vohume, and they are of broadly two kinds: historical and literary on the
one hand (what the Romans said about themsclves), and archaeological and architeccn-
al on ghe other

Tach of these sonrces has its own particular role. The details of historical events them-
selves are known to us mainly through written texts in Latin or Greek. These inchide
works of famous historians such as Livy and Tactius, and social or official documents
cuch as letters and laws, Cotus and inscriptions provide abundant further evidence, and
can often De dated precisely. Archaeology, on the other hand, can sometimes be tied
into the Listory but essentially tells us a diffevent kind of story. We may remembar the
Romans in terms of kings and consals, battles and emperors, but for the nrajority of
Roman inhabitants, those who plonghed the fields and tended the olive groves, by far
the best testimony comes from archaeological vemains of ordinary houses, farms and
workshops. No one sonrce of evidence, however, is intringically better then the ofhers; it
is by using them togerher that we gain the fullest insight into the world of ancient Rome.

Chris Scarre,
Cambridge, 1995
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FHE PENGUIN HISTORIGAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

I: From City to Empire

The city of Rome began life as a modest village in the region of
Italy known as Latium. Nobody could have predicted that this
undistinguished settlement——merely one of several local centres
gradually developing into cities during the 7th and 6ih centuries
B C—awould eveninally become mistress not only of all Haly, but

Ahove: the Ftvuscans wete
acconplished browze-workers,
producing distinetive and
powerful sculpiures. This
Brosze chinaera—-¢ mythical
creatyre—avas found near
Arezce and dates from the
4h century BC.

Right: the most inpressive of
Eiruscan sites today is the
Banditaccia cemetery of
Cerveteri. Founded in the
Tl cantury BC, this gast
necropalis is dowminated by 2
series of large cirealar tombs,
wmosthy rock-cut, capped by
domed mounds. Avound and
atong them are clusters of
fess grandiose burial places,
inteluding “sireets” of
sectangular tombs.

i

of the entire Mediterranean weorld.

OGur knowledge af early Rome is based on twa SOBEces of evidence: the
raditional histories wiiten by Livy and others several cenries later: and
; the findings of archaeolagy. Legend held that the Romans
traced (heir ancestry back ta Aeneas, tie bere who escapead
from the sack of Troy carrying his father Anchises on s back.
His subsequent travels waak him to Carthage, where he e and
fell in love with Dido before forsaking her and seuding in Ladlum.
There his son founded the city of Alha Longa, and it was fram Lhe
kings of Alba Longa thal Romulus and Remus, the founders of
Reme, were dircody descended.

Much af his is evident invendou. Tray, we now knaw, was
sacked in the 121k or 19th century sc, whereas Carliage was only faumided
in the 8th ar 9th. The idea thal Trojan refugees saught refuge i central
fialy is probably also pure ficdon. But ihe story of Ramulus aud Remus
founding the city of Rome may mcarporerale elemems of gwh. Far it was
i1 the 8th centmy thal two existing settlements, one on (he Palatine Hill,
the other on the Quirinal, coalesced to form a single village. This corre-
spands in time appraximately with e traditonal forudatian af Rame by
Rasmlus in 743 Be. Early Romie lias been given especially vivid farm by rhe
discavery early this cenuary of oval hut foundations on the Palatine Hill, and
hy horials {bath inhumalians and cremaians with “hnxt-turns™ in the Fansm

valley and an the Esquiline Hill. Semc of these brials date hack as far as

the 10th cermry BC, long before Romutus’s supiposed foumndation.

Alsove: it was the Etypscans
whiz constructed the first
weajor roads and bridges in
central Ttaky. The road leading
nerth from the Etvuscan city
of Vet crossed the deep, nar-
yipsee matley of the viver Fiora
o the Ponte della Badia. The
oviginal bridge consisted af
stone pigrs supparting a
wooden superstracture, bt
the latter was veplaced by
stone avehes in avound the 1
cemtury BC.

PART I: FROM CI'TY TO EMPIRE

The nascent seilement of Rome soon formnd iself al war with its powerful
neighbours, 1he Sabines. Accerding 10 tradidon, Romulus cnticed the
Sabines ta z feast, during which the Romans seized 1be Sabine women as
their wives. This, again, is probably legend which incorporaies a gerim of
tmth, since Sabine influence was swrang in carly Rome and the eventual
conipromisc, by which Rome was ruled aliernately by Roman and Sabine
kings. may reflect Rome’s origin in the coulescence of two ethnically dif-
ferent comrnunitics.

Trom Village to City

Phe four earliest kings were shadowy characters, village leaders rather than
powerful monarchs, and the seulement itself was small and undisunguished.
Major change begau to take place during the 7th centmy, when dled roofs
and swnte foundations appear, culminating in the draining of the Forum
area and & laying out as a public square: a formal city ceriue. “THis colicid-
ed with (he appearance af new rulers, the Elruscans.

According to legend the Frst Fruscan ruler, Tavquinius Priscus, took ¢on-
tral of Rome by peaceful means, gaining the acquiescence and suppart of
the leadiug families. He may well have had much to offer the carly Romans,
sinee the Fouscans had a fourishing netwark af city-stales in the region 10
(he north of Rame, and Rome stood at a crncial bridging point on the Tiber
which gave (he Eiruscans access 1o Ladum and beyoud. Rume never became
an Errascan ciystate in the stricy sense of the term, butit tock on many
Eeruscan wappings. It was especially imponant wo the Ftruscans since he lat-
ter had established a major zone of influence in Carnpania to the south, and
the Tiber bridge was the strategic anery of communication belween the
homeland and diese sauthern CIPOSIs,

The Etruscans gave Rome wriling (an alphabet they in mm liad waken from
the Greeks), public buildings (including the Temple of Jupier on the
tapitel) and a new political, social and wmilitary organisatian. The radiion-
al symbols of power, the fasces (bundles of rods and axes, which have given
cheir name ta fascism) were alsa Eiruscan in origin. Under the Euruscan
kings, Rame became the undispuied leader of & large section of Latium
extending fram the Athan Hills in the east to ithe Tiber manl: in the west.
The Romans retzined thelr own language, hawever, though Erruscan fami-
lies 1ook 1p residence in the dty, and a number of Etrnscau inscriptions
have been found there. Yot il was not withaut difficulty that the Romans
eventually freed themselves from Euuscan averfordship.

The Birth of the Republic

The Eirascans ruled Rome for a ligle over a century: the tradidonal dates
are 616 ne far 1he accession of (e firse Ftruscan king; Tarquinins Priscus,
and 1190 s8¢ for the expulsian of the last, Tarquinius Superbus—"he praud”
{Between them catne a Latin king, Servius Tuliius, son-tn-daw of Targuinius
Priscus.) Livy tells us it was the rape of Lucreia by Sextus, son of Tarquin
he Praud, whicl incited rebellion by a group of Roman ariswocrats led by
Lucins hevins Brutws. The Tarquins were expelled from Rame, and a new
constitatian devised, whereby puwer rested in the hands of the senate {ihe
assembly of leading citizens), who delegated executive action to a pair of
consuls whe were elected from ameng their number o serve for one year
Thus was horn: (he Roman Republic.

13



THE PFENGLIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

In reality, the story was less simple, for the Ftruscans did not 50 easily relin-
quish control of their crucial Tiber bridgehead. Tarquin the Proud sought
help from Lars Porsenna, ruler of the Etruscan city of Clusium, According
to Livy, the Romans beat off this attack, notably by Horatius’s hereoic stand
at the Tiber bridge. Most likely, however, Porsenna did recapture Rome,
but failed 1o hold it for long. The Latin cities banded together with Rome (o
throw off the Etruscan yoke, and won a major victory at Aricia in 506 BC,
Henceforth, though Etruscan cultnral influence remained strong, the Latin
cittes were politically independent,

The victory at Aricia did not mark an end to Rome’s troubles, since the new
L constitution was not flawless and there remained

Above: the beart of
Republican Rome, seest from
the River Tiber. Opewing into
the river is the nouth of the
Cloaca Maxina, the great
sewer which drained the
walleys between the bills of
Rowme, making possible the
laying out of the Forum.
Orighrally built by the
Ftruscans, it was siubstantiolly
vepaired during the veign of
Hugastus (27 pC-an 4],
Above it is the reund teimple
of Herewles Victor, built in the
Late 2nd aentury BC.

14

powerful external enemies. Internally, one serious
threat was the internecine fending of the leading
familics, many of whom commanded the support
of large numbers of clients and used them on
occasion {o subvert the power of the state
Another was the struggle between the leading
families (the patricians) as a whole and the rest of
the population, especially the underprivileged
groups {the plebeians). After some years of con-
flict the plebeians forced the senate 10 pass a wiit
ten series of laws {the Twelve Tables) which rec-
ognized certain rights and gave the plebeians
their own representatives, the tribunes. It was only
later, in the 4th century, that plebeians were given
the right to stand for the consulship and other
major offices of state.

Expansion in ftaly

By the Bth century 8¢, Rome was an important
city, but by no means & major regional power. The
transition came about only through piecemeal
expansion in a series of minor wars. Thelr carliest
enemies were their immediate neighbows 1o east
and south: the Aegui and Volscl, By the end of
the bilr contury these peoples had been defeated,
and the Romans pushed forward their own fron-
tiers, establishing colonies (settlements of Roman citizens) in strategic
places. This practice, extensively followed in later years, enabled Rome to
hold on to conquered tertitories and rewarded its citizens with fertle new
farmland.

The first resounding Roman military suecess was to the north of the city,
where in 396 8¢ after a ien-year siege they captured Veii, This was the south-
ernmost of the Eoruscan cities and & major metropolis, in every sense
Rome’s equal, Any feelings of elation must have been shorrlived, however,
since six years later Rome itself was sacked by a new and more distant
enemy: the Celis (or Gauls). Celtic peoples from Central Europe had been
establishing themselves in northern ltaly duting the course of the 6th and
Bth centuries, and i1 391 po a Celiic war-band launched a raid deep into
faruria. They returned the next year in even greater strength, defeated the
Romans at the River Allia, and capiured the city. The citadel on the
Capitoline Hill held out for a few months but eventually capitutated. The
Celts withdrew with their booty back te northeyn Italy, leaving the Romans
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to pick up the pieces, rebuild the city and restore thelr damaged prestige.
One of their first acts was to provide Rome itsclf with betier defences: the
so-calied Servian Wall, 6 miles (18 km) long, which was the only city wall
that Rome possessed until the Emperor Aurelian built & new one over 500
years later But it was some years before the Romans were able to return to
ihe offensive.

Whether the Romans enteriained any long-term imperialist objectives or
mercly conguered in self-defence is open to question, but the results were
impressive in either case. In 343 they came into conflict with the Samnites, a
powerful tribal confederation who controlled the central backbone of
southern Haly, This First Samnite War (343-41) was brief and inconclusive,
but was followed by more significant Roman gains in the Second and Third
Wars {327-304; 298-00 BC). During the same period Rome strengthened it
hold over Latiwm and renewed operations against the Etruscans.

Victory in the Third Samnite War extended Roman territory across the
Apennines to the Adriatic Sea. This made Rome a major regional power
and atiracted hostile attention from the (ireck cities around the coast of
southern ftaly. They called in the help of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, an ambi-
tious adventurer who arrived at Farentum in 280 BC with a welk-trained army
which inchuded war elephants, the first the Romans had encountercd.
Pyrrhus won battles at Heractea and Ausculum, but with soch heavy loss that
they gave him Hitle real advantage. He was eventually defeated in 275, and
Tarentum fell to the Romans in 272,

Rome and the Mediterranean

Rome now controlled the whole of
the Italian peninsula, cither
through alliance or direct con-
quest. The next wars were fought
against a much more redoubtable
opponent—the Carthaginian geirich
the prize this time was not merely
Italy but the whole of the West and
Central Mediterranean.

Rome's principal advantage
lay in the enormous rescrves
of Iwallan manpower on
which it could call. Car-
thage, on the other hand,
was a maritime power
with a redoubtable fleet.

Right: this portrait bust of a
Roman aristocrat is believed
to represent Lucius Junins
Brutus, the founder of the
Republic. It dates from the
late 4tl century BC.
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Right: the Forwn Romannm,
first laid aut as a public
square avound 600 BC, was
the centre of civic lfe.
Through the middle runs the
Sacra Via, Rome's oldest voad.
I the foreground iz Temple of
Castor and Poilux, first
dedicated in i 484 pc and
rebuilt by Bhe future Emperor
Tiberins betiween 7 pC: gud

AD 6. Beyond it is the small
round Tenple of Vesta. In the
background rises the Palutine
L, ou which the emperors
later constructed their palace.

Below: this statue of 2
patricids with bists of his
ancestors dates from gither the
15t century BC o the Ist 4D
The patricians were the
aristocracy of Rome, and
during the later Republic they
came increasivgly fnto conflict
with senaters and generals
twho took the part of the
plebeians. In the late 2nd
cesthiry BC the brothers
Graechus tried to allocate
state lands to poorer citizens,
bt these reforms gave rise fo
such bostility that both were
nezrdeved,
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The First Punic War {264-41 5¢) was fought for control of Sicily. The
Carthaginians had lang held the western end of the istand and had sought
from time ta time to conquer the Greek citics of eastern Sicily, such as
Catana and Syracuse. The canse of the First Punic War, as of many great
conflicts, was trivial in origin but revived old rivalries and alerted the
Carthaginians to the grawing threat from Rome. Despite their seafaring
skill, the Carthaginians were defeated by the Romans in a number of naval
engagements and by the end of war Sicily was reduced to the statis of a
Roman praviuce, becaming indeed Rome's first overseas possession.

The Carthaginians were slow to accept their reverse, and in 218 strock back
in the Sccond Panic War, with an iavasian of ftaly iself, led by Hannibal.
“Fhis time it was the Romans who were worsted in thefr chosen element, the
land batile, but despite crushing victories at Cannae and Lake Trashmene
Hannibal could not shake Rome's hold on the Italian peninsula, and was
unable ta attack the city itself. In the end the Romans turnéd the tables by
invading Carthaginian tervitary. Hannibal crossed back to Africa to defend
his homeland but was defeated m the final battle of the war, at Zama, hy the
Roman general Scipio “Africanus” in 202 B

The victory over Hannibal removed Carthage as a military threat, but cid
10t bring the Rorpans any great measurc of peace Instead, they found
themsclves embrailed in new wars which toak them further and further
aficld. In the west, they became invalved in a whale sugcession of wars In
Spain, secking ta protect and expand the territory in the south of the coun-
try which they had aken from the Carthaginians. In Jtaly, close ta hame,
they renewed the conquest of the Celtic Jands i the norili, which became
the province of Gallia {:imzéina((}aul—tlxi&sid&ﬁiida&Alps}. But the greatest
wars of the 2nd century Be were fought in the Balkans and the East
Mediterrmzean. As the century hegan, the Romans declared war on Philip,
king of Macedonia, aud in 196 defeated the Macedanian army at
Cynascephalae. The Romans did nat initally seek a lasting foathald in the
Balkans, but merely wished to neutralize a military threat. A quarter of 2
century later they were back fighting a new Macedanian king, Perseus, and
by 146 B had come 10 realize they had no alternative to direct rle. Greece

Below: the Pons Aesrilins, the
first stone bridge across the
Fiber, was built fn 142 8.
All that swrvives today is

ihis ore arch, krown as

the Ponte Ratio.
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and Macedania tagether hecame the Roman province of Achaca. In the
same year the Romans at last destroyed Carthage, their old encwy, in the
Third Punic War; its territory begame another new province, Africa. Shortly
afterwards, in 138 86, they gained yet anather overseas territory when the
last king of Pergamum left his kingdom ta the Romans in his will

Fhus, almost by accident, Rome became the ruler of a great Mediterranean
empire. The provinces nrotght wealth ta ltaly, and fortunes were made
through the granting of valnable mineral cancessians and enormous stave-
run estates, lealinn traders and craftsinen flourished on the proceeds of the
niew prosperity. Slaves were imported to italy, too, hawever, and wealthy
tandowners soon began to buy np and displace the original peasant farmers.
By the late 2nd centny (his pracess had led ta renewed conflict batween
rich andd poor wnd demands fram the latter for refarn of the Roman cansti-
tution. The backgraund of social unease and the inability of the traditional
republican canstitatian o adapt w the needs of 4 pawerful cipire tagether
led ta the rise of a serics of over-mighty generals, championing the cause of
either aristocrats or the paot. in the last conuny BC.

The Fall of the Republic

The begimning af the end af the Republic came when the brathers
Gracchns challenged the traditional canstitutianal arder in the 150s and
190s B¢ Though members of the aristacracy themselves, they sought 1o par-
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Above: Reprusbiican sifver
coins-—mostly denarii-—of the
2nd and st centuries 8. The
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cel ous public land o the dispossessed Halian peasant farmers. Other mes
sures followed, nit many senators came o view the Gracchi as public ene-
mies, and both the brothers met violent deaths.

responsiblitity for i
coins lay with moneyers
appoiuted by the Republic,
They put thelr numes on the
coins, and aften chose desiyis
which veflected thelr family
bistory. The bead of Roma
and the fonr-borsed chariat
whtich appeared on many
eodfs, however, celebraiod
the city iself.

Abaove right: the political con-
Flicts and efvil wars of the 1st
cemtury RO ave veflected i the
number of coize boards buried
throughout Ialy, Sicify,
Corsica and Sardinia, and sot
recovered by theiv owners.
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The pext champion of the people was Gaius Marius, a brilliant military com-
mander who reformed the Roman army and saved Italy from the invading
Cimbri and Tewtones tan 182 and 101 20, He departed from established
practice by recraiting his soldiers not only from the landed citizens bat
from landless citizens, including the growing whban proletariat, These were
peaple who, once the wars were over, looked to their ¢commander for a
more permanent reward in the shape of land of their own, Thus the sitea-
tion developed where commanders and their armies banded together in
pursuit of political objectives, the commanders seeking power and the sof
diers rewards.

The temporary ascendancy achieved by Marius was eclipsed by that of Sulla
in the 80s . Sulla made his pame in two crocial wars: the first in Tady fwelf,
the so-called Social War of 91-89 g, where the kalian allies, though they
lost the war, largely won thelr demand for full Roman citizenship; and the
second the defeat of Mithridates, king of Pontus, who chose this moment of
Roman weakness to overrun Asia Minor and Greece. Suila was a staunch
proponent of aristocratic privilege, and his shortived monarchy saw the
repeal of pro-popular icgishation and the condemmation, usually without
trial, of thousands of his enermnies,

After Sulla’s death the pendulon swung back somewhat in favour of the
people under a successful new commander, Pompey the Great, He became
immensely popular for clearing the seas of pirates and went on to impose a
new political seulement on the warring kingdoms of the Fast Mediter-
rancan, notably making Syria a2 Roman province. When he returued to
Rome in 62 bo he found himself faced by two astute political opponents: the
immensely wealthy Marcus Licinius Crassus, and the young but promising
Gatus [ulius Caesar.

Rather than coming to blows, the three men reached a political accommo-
dation now known as the First Trivmvirate. Under the terms of this arrange-

Below: Greece became o
Roman provisce in the widdle
of the 2ud century 0. The
Rowutan markel of Athens (seen
Beved was built i the e of
[Judins Caesar and Asgusius.
The octagestal Tower of the
Wireds bevond it was also
buily during the period of
Rowman dominaiio, in he
suidd-1st cemtusy BC. Decovated
1with refiefs of the eight winds,
it was originally topped by o
weather vane, buide was a
water clock, or horalogim.
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ment Caesar becanme consul in 53 3¢ and was then made governor of the
two Gallic provinees, one—~Cisalpina—south of the Alps, the other—
Transalpina—covering the southern part of modern France, He embarked
on a campaign of conqguest, the Gallic War, which resubted in a huge acces
sion of new territory, and then used his baitle-hardened army to overthrow
Pompey and take supreme power for himself, Caesar’s career was cut short
by his assassination at Rome in 44 86, but rule by one man was becoming an
increasingly inevitable prospect. It was a prospect brought to fruition by
Octavian, Caesar’s adoptive son. He and Mark Antony, Gaesar’s friend and
ltewtenant, defeated Caesar’s assassins at the Battde of Philippt in 42 ne.
They then established the Second Triumvirate, joining forces with Marous
Aemifius Lepidus to divide power between them. The arrangement did not
last, however, and eventually resobved itself into divect military conflict
between Octavian and Mark Antony. Octavian's victory as the batile of
Actiam left him sole ruler. and in 27 s the Senate granted him the title
Aungustus, making him the first official emperor of Rome,
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The Origins of Rome

“How, then, could
Romulus kave
acted unth a
wisdom moTe
divise, both
availing himsel] of
all the advantages
of the sea and
auoiding 13
disadvanieges.
than by plaving his
city on the bank of
& never-failing viver
whose broad stream
Jlows wilh
wnvarying currenl
into the sea?”
{aeern,

Republic

Right: the she-wolf which
suchizd Romulns and Rewsus
became the symbol of Rame,

appeaying in statuary, velief
carving and on coins from
Republican times on. This
Bronze figure is believed 1o be
the one set up in the Capitol
by the aedile Ogulnius in

296 BC, although its Efruscan
sparkmanship suggests that it
rwets made several cemtyries
earkier.
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The early centuries saw Rome grow from a cluster of hilliop farms
into a walled city with temples and a paved forum.

Teadition held that Rome was founded in 734 8¢ by twin boys, Romutus and
Remus, who were abandoned by their parents but snckled by a shewoli.
Archacology has revealed that the aty actually began fifc in the 9th or 8th
century B as a series of small farmsteads on a group of hills overlooking the
River Tiber. Between the hills were marshy valleys wheve the local people
buried their dead in cemeteries of cremations or inhumations. Farly lrous-
es, such as the so-called “Hut of Romulns”, preserved as a patiern of post-
holes on the Palatine, would probably have had walls of wattle and daub,
and thaiched roofs. This early setilement mway well have flovrished, siiated
as it was overloaking a convenient ¢rossing point on the Tiber and asiride
the important sall route running inland Irom the river mouth.

The erucial development came in the later 7th cenfury BC, when an
Etruscan dynasty, the Targuins, took comrol of Rome and hegan ils trans-
formation lrom village into ¢ity. The Forum valiey was drainied by the canal-
{zation of the Cloaca Maxima, and was converted into a public squarc with &
gravel paved surface. A wooden hridge, the Pons Sublicins, was thrown
aeross the Tiber, and an Firuscanstyle temple to jupiter Capitolinus built
on the Capitol. There may also have been an agger, 0 ciry wall, with a defen-
sive ditch beyondd it, though the oldest defence which survives today {(the so-
calied Servian Waily dates only from the 4th century BC.

Roman historians matnfained that the Romans evicted their last Eoruscan
kimg, Tarquin the Proud, in 510 e, and became a republic governed by a
pair of annnally elccted magisirates, the consuls. 1L was a momenious step,
the first in a sequence which was to take Rome in less than live ceniuries
from small Talian town to misiress of the Meditermanean.
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The Unification of Italy

Righs: this Jrd-cenmtury BC
pottery disl fram Camparia
shaiws as Indian elefibant
equipped for war—probably
one of the 20 branght to Haly
fry Pyrrbus, whicl would bave
been the first the Romans bad
SEER.

Below: this inory plague, one
of & pair from Palestring i
Tealy, gives « good impression
of the armongr and equipmsent
used by Remsan saldiers i the
3vd cesitury BC

The Roman conquest of Italy was slow and hard-fought, but by
the middle of the 3rd century BC, they were masters of the
peninsula.
¥rom the garly days of the Republic, Rome
behaved as an expansionist power, fighting
frequent wars to gain new wariory and
safeguard its sccurity. The first rnajor
gain was the saplure of Veii, the south-
crnmost of the Efruscan cities, in 53496
B Any elation was shrortlived, however,
as six years later a Celtic raiding party
descended from northern lialy, defeated
the Roemans at the River Allia and cap-
nmred and sacked Rome itself. This proved
merely a temporary séthack, and during the
rest of the 4th century B¢ the Romans steadily
expanded thelr political and ititary influence through cental Lealy. They
did this by an astute mixtare of warfave and diplomacy, fighting only where
necessary. They also adopted a policy of founding Ronan colonies al strate-
gic places to conselidate their hold on newly conquered territory.

The Romans giined mastery of Latian in the Latin war of 340-38 e, and
then defeated their erstwhile allics the Sammites in the Second and Third
Sammnite Wars of 327-%04 and 298-90 pe. This extended their power east to
the Adriatic and sonthwards to the Bay of Naples. Their BEXCmajor war was
against a foreign invader, Pyrrtius, King of Epings in nerthwest Greegce, Tn
280 he landed i southern Ttaly with an army of 25 000 men and 20 cle-
phants, the first the Romaus liad encomutered. Despitc several victories,
Pyrrhus was unable (o make significant headway and withdrew back to
fpirns five years later. This left e Romans free to consolidate their hold
on southern Haly, and cast their eyes across the straits to Sicily where, in
264, they came into direcs condlict with (he Carthaginians (w pages 24-25}.
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The Wars with Carthage

Above: this portrail bust,
found near Naples, &
helieved to be of Hannibal
1247183 Be), although the
workmanship dates from the
Zad contury AD. A talented
wilitary strategist, Hannibal
was #he son of Hamilear
Barca, whe bad conguered
Spasn for the Carthaginians.

Opposite: Carthage was
formded in the il century BC
By Phoeniclan traders and
grew irta the capital of 2
pasverfisl waritivee grpire.
Tz strect of substantial,
wwetl-built bouses dates from
shortly after the Second Punie
War, testisnony to s
casfined prosperity.

Rome’s expansion into southern Iialy brings it into conflict with
the ather major power in the Ceniral Mediterranean: Carthage.

By the 3rd century BG, Carthage had become the centre of a maritime
enpire streiching along the coasts of southern Spain and North Africa and
including the western part of Sicily. The mrajor enermies of the Cartha-
gintans had foy many years been the Greek cities of Sicily and southern
Itaby, and Sicily had become a frequent hattteground between the two sides.

Rome was sucked into the Sicillan quarrel in 264 e when Halian mercenar-
fes at Messina called for their help against the Carthaginians. To counter
the powerfal Carthaginian navy, the Romans had to build thelr own fleew
They were successful against the Carthaginians on land at Agrigenium
(2621 and at sea off Mylae (266} and Fonomns (258), but their nvasion of
Africa was a disaster, and their fleet was deswroyed at Dyepana in 244, Fighi
more years of war followed before the Remans won @ final victory in a sea
hattle off the Acgates islands. '

Victory in the First Punic War gave the Romans con grol of Sicily, but did not
deter the Carthaginians from launching a second war, directed at Rome
wself, in 218, The leader of the Carthaginian forces was Tiannibal, who
marched his army from southern Spain across the Alps into northern luly,
defeating the Romuan arses sent agaimst Iiim. For 16 years he campaigned
in central and southern Ttaly, winning crushing set-plece hattles at Lake
Tragimene and Cannae, Hannibal could not captuve Rome itself, however,
and although at the height of his success ymich of southern Italy defected to
him, e was unable to break the Romans’ hold on the peninsula, At Jast, in
908, he was forced to return o Alrica w defend Carthage isell against a
Roman counterattack, His défeat by the Roman general Scipio at Zama in
202 brought the Second Punie War to an end and confirmed Rome’s stand-
ing as the regional superpower.
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THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

a PART E FROM CYTYTO EMPIRE
Rome’s Conquest of the East Bl Do v 13 i 7 .
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Rome entered into eastern politics at the tme of the Second Punic War,
when King Philip V of Macedon made an altiaice with Hannibal. To con-
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TIE PENGUIN HIS JAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME
THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS ANCI ROME | PART I: FROM CITYTO EMPIRE

The Over-Mighty Generals e The Tamplof oo Pt t

Eortunn Printigenia tvas originally a popular
sother goddess revered at this old Ftruscan city
near Rowe. Sulla built this grandiose

temple to ber around 89 ve, The
wrdssive substructire, carved.
into the billsids,

SHIE suridves.

A great

In the last century gC a series of generals built up military and
political power, pushing the Republic iowards dictatorship.

¥ Thie first of these over-mighty generals was Gains Marius, who won renown

: for his victory over King Jugurtha of Numidia and went o1 10 save Rome

from the threat of invasion by the Germanie war bands of Cimbri aned

Teutones. Marins also reformed the Roman army, making it a more disei

plined and redaubtable fighting force. His place as leading general was

faken by Sulla, who distinguished himsell in the Social War of 91-89 s

against Rome's former ltalian allies. In 86 o Sulla moved east o dekeat

King Mithridates of Pontus, who bad taken advantage of the Secial War ©

vade Roman territory in Asia Minor and Greece. When Sulla remnrned 1o

Rome in 82 8¢, he quelled the political oppositian and ad himsell riuade

dictator with absolute power. In 79 e he abdicated and retived to private

lif.. and died shortly afterwards. This left the field open for yonnger rivals,
Abave: this late republican including Grnacns Pompeius Magnus (Pompey the Grea). I the 70s 8¢ P
portrait bust in the Vatican Pompey campaigned in Spain against the rebel general Sertorius, and n ’

Msseu is believed to represent the following deeade he reached the peak of his power In 67 8¢ he was
G“’ffj\fr"zfif;ﬁ;f& :;:L given an extraordinary command against the pirates who were harying
Aemiliatss in Spain, Marine  Mediterranean shipping, and flushed them from their Cilician strongholds.

yose through the ranks. Hewas Hle then went on 1o inflict a final defeat on Mithridates of Pontus near

i his fiftées when his victories Nicopolis, and in 64 B¢ imposed @ general setthe
aver the Chnbei and Tentones - " . .

aactdle brim the wsost parwerful ment on the Near East, making the remains

wan in Rowe. of the Sclencid kingdom the Roman

pravince of Syria, and Judaca a Roman

dependency. ==

double

rasmp leads up

to a monismental

stairease which connects

twe poriicoed teviaces and leads to

the sacred enclosure at the top. The scale of
the temple is @ meastre of Sulla’s ambitions; be
bad stmiliar butlding plans for Rome, but they
vemained wnfulfilled af bis death.
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THE PENGUIN HSTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

Caesar’s Conquest of Gaul

Above: a reconstruction of the
fortifications at Alesta, where
Vercingetoriz mecde Bis fast
stand against the Rowmans.

Above right: A Gallic coin
showing the bead of the young
warrior Vercingetors, who
fed the rebellion against
Roman rufe in 52 ne. After bis
defear ke was taken to Rome
utbere be appeared in Caesar’s
trittsnpls fefore being
strargled.

a0

In eight years of dogged fighting, Julius Caesar broughi the diverse
and independent peoples of Gaul inte the Roman Empire.

The conqguest of Gaul is one of the best known episodes in Roman history,
thanks to the detatled account written by Julius Caesar, commander of the
Roman forces, His Gaflic Wars allows us to follow the progress of the Roman
invasion vear by year, until eventually the whole of France and Belgiom had
been ransformed into 4 Roman province,

Judins Caesar was a rising star of the Roman pelitical world when he was
appointed governor of northern Italy and southern France in 5% 8o Not
content te remain within the boundaries of his province, he guickly
embarked on an ambitious campaign of cone
gquest. At first, he posed as an ally of various
sailic peoples, aiding them in their stroggles
against their neighbours or foreign aggressors.
By the second year of his command, however,
he had decided 1o conguer the whole country.

Despite the popular image, the peoples of Gaul whom Caesar sought to sub-
due were far from disorganized barbarians, They had coins and Xings, towns
and trade, and sophisticated crafismanship in bronze and gold. They putup
a fleree suruggle, and on more than one oecasion came close to inflicing
serious defeat on the Roman legions,

8ix vears of determined compaigning, however, inchuding two celebrated
forays to Britahn, vielded results. By the winter of b3 BC it seemed as though
Gand was af last conquered. But the greatest test of Roman aros was yet (o
come, for the following year the Gauls rose up in revolt, led by a young
sallic chieftain, Vercingetorix. The climax came at the siege of Alesia,
where Vercingetorix was eventually forced into submission. Gaul was won,
and after a further two vears' consolidation Caesar was ready to embark on
the next stage of his career—the seizure of supreme power in Rome Hselfl

FART 1: FROM CITY TO EMPIRE
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THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

Crossing the Rubicon

“I foresee 1o pecce
that can last @
year; and the
newrer the
struggle—and there
is hownd to be a
struggle-—
approaches, the
maore clearly do we

see the danger of

. Cnarus

Powmpey is
determined nol to
allour Gadus Caesar
to be elected consul
wndess he has
handed over his
ariy and
prrovinces; Caesar
on the other and s
convinced that theve
is no safely for him
if he onee quits is
army..

Letter from
Cicero,

Rome bl 53¢

With a powerful arimy at his command, Caesar was able fo defeat
kis opponents and make himself the ruler of the Roman world.

The conquest of Ganl saw Julius Caesar at the head of a large and seasoned
army, and in 49 Be he led it across the Rubicon into taly. It was an act of
war, since no commander was allowed (o take his soldiers ontside his
province withou! express senatorfal penmission, and the River Rubicon was
the boundary of Cisalpine Gaul. Caesar marchied sonth to oceupy Rome,
while the senatorial party opposed to him fled across the Adriatic 10
Dyrrhachium, Thore they assembled their own army under the command of
Pompey, who was now Cacsar’s archaival, Caesar followed, and | kad siege
to Dyrrhachinm. Pompey broke

through his encirdement and
withdrew across the Balkans,
The two armics evenioally met
at Pharsalus in Thrace, where
on B June 48 8¢, Caesar won an
overwhelming vietory.

Pompey fled to Egypt, where he/
was treacheronsly murdered, but this
did not mark the end of resistance to
Caesar, Late in 48 Caesar sailed for
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PART I FROM C1TY 10 EMPIRE

Egypt where, in the Alexandrian War, he defeared the roling monarch and
placed Cleopatra it control. Then in 47 he marched his armies back 10 Haly
through the eastemn provinces. ‘The snrvivors of Pharsalus had regrouped in
Neorth Africa, and in 46 he won a Farther victory agains: them at Thapsus,
The last sparks of opposition were stamped ot in 45 B when Caesar defeat
ed the army of Pompey’s sons at Moowda in Spain.

The victory at Munda removed the last of Caesar’s enenies in the provinces.
Senatorial opposition to the rule of once man was still deeply entrenched,
however, and came to a head in February 44 when Caesar had himself
appomnted perperual dictaror, making him
in effect the monarch of Rome. A month
later, on 153 March, he was assassinated by

& a group of senators on the cve of hig
. (}epartm’c for a campaign agains: the
Parthians.
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The Civil Wars

Above: Mareus Janins Brufus
{08542 5¢) was a member of
the canservative, Republican
faction at Rewe. He bad
Fought for Powmpey against
Caesar, and i 44 5 led the
conspiracy to assassinate e
dictator. After bis defeat by
Awntony and Getavian at
Pharsatus in 42 80, e
commitied suicide,

“Ot this side the
commander avid
soldiers alike were
full of ardous; on
ifie oiher was
general dejection;
on the one side the
FOWErs Were stong
“and sturdy, on the
athey weakened by
privations
ane was deserting
Sfrom Caesar o
Antony, while from
Antony lo Caesar

A

someone ov other
deserted deily
Velius Paterculus,

Compendium of

Rowmean History
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jly _gsnbes |
o o | 1/ The struggle for power, 44-31 BC
v R ek Sl S | === Romanfrontier at death of Caesar, 44 8C
The murder of Julius Caesar plunged Rome into a new ctotl war as Xt | division of power 2t Peace of Brundisium, 40 BC:
: X 5 (! f S
his heirs and rivals struggled for supremacy. Antony
Sy | \_\ [:I Dctavian
. . - £ o L —
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Octavian {Caesar's adopted son}, Qctavian wanted vengeance  Gaitia 'I' . Bl «or ot sprig 31 me
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Octavian's forees bave
blackaded Antony by land
asd sea, Short of supplies,
Amntomny attenspis to break out.
With the wind blowing fromt
the nortbwest, Antosty’s fleet
st get oud o seq fo clear
the Island of Lewcas and get
back fo Egvpl. Octavian’s
fleet backs into open waler,
giving its superior nambers
youmt to manoenvre. The
fleets meet, wmissiles are fired.
and Octavian’s ships begin o
encircle Antony’s. To
reinforce bis flanks, Antony
thins out bis centre;
Cleopatra’s squadron breaks
through the gap, boists sqil
and flees. Antony and some
7 to 86 of bis ships follow,
leauing the vest of bis forees to
fie capiured.

Right; Mark Antony (Marcue
Antonins, 8330 8Ch, had
served wider Caesor in Ganl.,
After Cusecar’s death, be took
the lead in the Caesarian
party, avousing the hostifity

of Caesar’s befr Gotavian, The
w0 san were rpeomeiled and
formed the Second Trimmuvirate,
an alfianee cemented by
Autoiry’s marriage to
Oetavian’s sister Gotavia, But
Astony’s velationship with
Cleopatra reopened the
couffict, leading to bis defeat
b Aot fie 31 e,

{
|
|

Foypt, who was mistrusted by conserva-
tive Roman opinion, The breach came
i 32 B, when Octavian drove Antony’s
supporters from Rome and declared war
on Cleopatra. Antony advanced to
Actinmn on the east side of the Adriatie,
where the final ses bawde was fought on 2
Septewmber 31 e After a brief 'sf;rl.zggle,
Antony aud Cleopatra fled the scene,
vielding outright victory to Octavian,

The civil wars ended with their
suicide in Fgypt the following
year. Octavian was now the
sole ruler of the Roman
world; four years later, in 27 Be,
he was granted the titde of
Augustus, hecoming the first
Roman emperor.

..
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Shades of the Departed

Above g mifitary tormhstone
frem the legionary fort of
Virconium [Wroxeter} in

Britain. The inscriprtion veads
ANarews Petronius, son of
Lucius, of the Menestian ivibe,
feom Vicetia, aged 38, soldier
of the 14th legion Geminag,
served 18 years, was @
standard beaver and i

buried bere,”

Right: s nbumation took
awer fram cremation as the
main method of busial, stone
sarcophagt came info use.
Ciuly the wealitriest sectivns of
Roman society could afford
such beautifully carved
sarcopbagt as ihis one, from
Apbrodisias in Asia Minor.
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The funeral monuments of the Romans reflected their belief in an
afterlife and indicated the social status of the deceased.

To the Rornans the spirits of the dead were known as Manes. There was a
cormnon understanding that they vemembered with affection thedr tes with
hving relatives, and needed o be nourished with offerings of food and
drink, and even blood. Some graves had special nbes or openings leading
down w the burtal for this purpose, Quite where the dead lived was open to
differing interprefations. Some thonght they descended into the depths of
the earth, where they were received by a kindly Mother Farth; others that
they lingered near the place where they had been bured; while others
helieved that they ascended into the heavens.

The main sonrce of evidence for Roman burial eustoms is the burials thom-
selyes, and the fuperary monuments (together with therr inscriptions)
which were erected over them. In general, only wealthy people received
carved fimeral memortals of stone, These Gequently carry a porwait of the
deceased (often of several individuals buried in the same family grave) and
an mscription addressed to the “Dis Manibus”, the spirits of the dead. Burial
within the city Hmits was strictly forbidden by kaw, and the principal ceme-
weries grew up along the arterial roads leading from the Glics, such as the
Via Appia south of Rome. Here, as around other cithes, there are a wide vari-
ety of tombs from major momnuments to simple graves, Special mention
must also be made of (he catacombs, updergound complexes of cock-cut
graves associated with religions communitics of Jows and early Christians
and found not only at Rome but also at Naples and Syracuse.

The traditional Rommn burial rite was divided mo several siages. The body
was first washed, then ancinted and laid out for burial, with a coin placed i
the mouth of the corpse to pay Charon the ferryman who wonld convey the
deceased over the river of Styx, On the day of the burial, the corpse wonld
be latd on 3 feneral couch (or the rieh) or a simple bier (in the case of the
poor} and carried in procession outside the city or settlement 1o the place
of disposal. Burial itself conld take the form of gither cremmation o inhumi-
tion. In Republican times, cromation was the dominant rite at Rome and
throughout most of the European provinces, but under the early cmpire it
was steadily replaced by the castern practice of inhnmation until, by the end
of the Ind century AD,
even Roman emperors
were generally indumed.

PART 1 FROM CITY TO EMPIRE
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Right: some of the finest
examiples of Rowan sculpture
cas be found on inbwmation

sareofthagi of the Znd and 3vd

cepiduries an. The exuberant
relief corving on this 2ad-
century sascopbagus depicts
the: triumph af Dionysus,

Sotre prowminent Rontans were
buvied i vemarkable grave
monpmients such as the vound
tomrh of Caecilia Metella
beside the Via Appia right).

Moderately well-off
tenemspeople would bave bad
frr stmpler memorials; this
one (feft}, from Dyrebackiun:
toadern Dureés, in Albania),
retels "Domiting Sarcinaior,
from Titia Nicarium the wife
of Domitius Sarcinator.
Farwelll”

Meast people bad to be content
with a simple pit enclosed by
conttion tiles. Its position
wonld be marked by a pottery
vessel (fefi} feto which friends
and funtily conld penr
offerings of food and drink.
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II: The Imperial Regime

Right: this head of Augustus,
froms g colossal bronze statue,
was found beyand the fron-
tiers of the Roman Empire in
Meroe (modern Sudan). It was
probably taken from Roman
Epypt as booty by raiders
from the south.

The Emperor Augustus gave Rome a stong, centralized
government capable of ruling its vast territories, taetfully veiling
kis power in respect for Republican form. Wealth flooded in to
Rome; traders travelled throughout the empirve and beyond.
Literature flourished and great buildings adorned the cities. Only
in moments of erisis, when the succession was unclear, was the
underlying power of the military laid bavre.

Thiring the last two centuries 3C
Rame had hecome the capital of a
great empire, but it was only at the
very end of that pertod that the
position of emperer was estab-
hshed. Sulla, champion of the aris-
taeracy, had been absolute ruler of
Rome far a few years in the early
Ist century Be. Julius Caesar had
achieved a similar positian in the
short period prior ta his assassing
tion. Both these had heen shore
lived experiments, however, and it
was ouly in 27 3¢ that a canstite-
tianal arrangement was reached
which gave Aupgustus supreme
power on a regular and agreed
basis. And it was ouly time which
showed that this power could be
snecessfully handed an, leading to
a long line of Roman emperors from Tiberius, Augostus’s imupediate suc-
cessor, 1 Ramuins “Augostulus”, the Jast of the western emperars, ahmast
half a millennivm later.

The rise of imperial Rome was not just a guestion of enmperors and armics,
however, bt was accompanied by an enormous aceession of new wealth ©
Italy. The most populous areas af the Mediterranean warld had previoasly
lain in the cast, in Egypt, the Lovang, and the Tands bardering the Aegean
{Greece and western Asia Minor}. This is not to deny that there had been
important Greek colanies and Eirnscan cities in Tialy and Sicily, nar w
ignore the importance of Carthage and its dependancies, but the rise of
Rome marks a decisive shift westwards in the economic and political centre
of gravity. In one sense, it was a passing phase; by the later Roman period,
and throughoitt. the earlier Middle Ages, it was the east once again which
was the centre of wealth and power. But dnring the last cenguries Bo, and
the first fwo centuries AD, ltaly achieved a new level of prosperity which is
amply reflected in the remains of cities and villas, and in the production of
tuxury metabvork and jewellery. Furthermore, Italian merchants and entre-
prencurs, stimulated by home demand and sheltered by Roman prestige,
travelled far afield in the search for new commerdial openings, establishing
small colores as distant as Arikamedu in southern Iodia.

Right: the Ara Pacis Augustae
{altar of the Augustan Peace]
seas set up in the Canpus
Mestins in 13 8o, The relicf
depicts the emperor’s family;
the man with bis bead coverved
i35 prrobably Aupustus’s trasted
Heutenant Agrippa, the victor
of Actinm. His young son
Gains clings io bis toga.
Angrstns adopted Gaius and
wigde biw one of s betrs, but
Gaius predeceasad fim
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The Augustian settlement

By the 1st centary B¢ it may have become more or less inevitable that Rome
shondd Tall nnder the power of 2 single raler. The old Republican institn-
tians were no longer able to cape with the incessant jockeying for power
between over-mighty gencrals, nor cotild they casily meet the demands of
the rapidly growing empire. Al the end of the day, however, the position of
craperar, and its saccessful continhation dowsn the centuries which fol-
lowed, owed much to the wisdom of Augustus. Above all, hie succeeded
where 30 greal a man as jolius Caesar bad failed: in winning acceptance
from both the senate and the Roman people at large.

it was the vicltary aver Antany and Cleapatra at the battle of Actitun in 31
BC which gave Abgusius supreme power. Learning from Caesar’s example,
hawever, he did not scek ta enforce his will on the Senate but sought a soly-
ton which maintained his positian nnder the cloak of Republican forms. In
his personal testament he claimed he had restared the Republic, and ina
sense, paradoxically, that was trae. Ailgustus’s constittiona! arrangemeny,
reached first in Janwary 27 B¢ and then refined four years later, gave him
averall control of the army and most of the impm'tam provinces {notably
those with mmlitary garrisons). it also gave himn the power {6 propose or veio
legislation, 1o overrule auy pravincial governor, and ta sit alangside the
clecied causids. For the first nine years, fram 31 to 23 ¢, he was elected
consul as well, but that was nat essential ta his power base, and Rier emper-
ors cotild pick and chaase whether they wished ta be canstl, or allow their
supporters that hanaur nstead.

Augnstus took particular care 16 consolidate his position ar Rome, and
rrned the ¢ty inte a capital worthy of a great empire. He claimed ta have
fonnd i brick and Jefl tt marble, and hie and his family beautified it with
many tiew momunents. These included siructines of an essentially propa-
gandist or dynastic nagure, sach as the Ara Pacis Angustae (Allar of the
Angnstan Peace) or the hoge cirealar munsolewn where he and his close
relatives were eventually buried. One natble amissian, however, was an
imperial palace. Augusius chose ta cancentrate instexd on building pablic
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Above: pne of Augustis’s dots
wias fo reform the currency,
establishing a system which
survived wntil the middie of

the 3rd century. The silvey
denarias (top feft) remained
the backbane of the coinage,
tarrifed at 123 of a gold
aureus, s balf, the quinacius

{uext from top) was produced

anly spasmodically, The large

frrmss sestertiug was worth a
guarter of a denarius; this one
was strick during the reign of
Tiberius tan 14375 s half
was the brags dopondivg,
represented here by & coin of
Trajan AD 98-117). The
vadiate crown helped fo
distinguish it from the
stmiliarly-sized a5, which was
made of copper and worth
bulf as mech; this plece was
struck wader Gattes——
“Calignla” (an 37-41). The
smallest coppers, the semis
and quadrans—ivorth a balf
and a guarter of an as
resfreck g[y.m@acce nhed to
inflation and were not struck
after the earky 2ad century.
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monuments. Rome by this time had outstripped Alexandria to become

the largest city of the western world, with a population of around a mil-

fion people, and Augustus took particular pains to build new aque-

ducts and reorganize the regular shipment of grain at state expense
on which the wrban poor depended,

Fhe imperial siccession

Perhaps the greatest of Augustus’s legacies were his tactful han-
dling of supreme power and his long life. When he died in Ab 14
he had been emperor for over 40 years, and the idea of
supreme power in the hands of one man no longer scemed a
dangerous innovation. The accession of Tiberius was smoothly
handled, and the position of emperor was unchallenged even
when he withdrew from Rome to spend much of his Tast ten years
on Capri, Gaius—generally known by his nickname, Caligula—in
turn succeeded without serions opposition, but his excesses did raise
resentinent among the senatorial aristocracy. Both his predecessors
had faced conspiracies against their lives—as was only to be expected
in an autocratic state—but Caligula was the first to fall prey to such
an attempt. Whether he was really madder or badder than other
emperors is open to guestion.

The death of Caligula brought 1o the fore the power of the praciori-

ans, the emperory’ &lite corps of bodyguards. However much the senate
mnay have hoped for the return of the Republic, the praetorian guards had
a vested interest in the institation of emperor, and appointed the unlikely
Claudius, lame and stammering, in Caligula’s place. He reigned for 14
years, a period in which the imperial household, and the court officials in
particular, became increasingly powerful. That continued under his succes
sor, the potorious Nero, Again, the story of events is strongly coloured by
his eventual downfall, but there is no doubt that a reign which began well
ran inte increasing opposition in later years. His brutal suppression of con-
spiracy and failure to retain senatorial support undermined his position and
led to open rebellion in Gaul and Spain in Ab 68. Deserted by his guards
and officials, Nero ook his own life,

Nero was the last of the Julio-Claudians, the dynasty of emperors who had
ruled Rome since Augustus. They were all related to each other, at least by
marriage, but it is striking that none was succeeded by his own son. Only
Claudius had a son surviving at the time of his death, and he was passed
over in favour of Nero. The goiding principal in determining the imperial
succession was adoption—Tiberius was adopted by Augustus, and Nero by
Claudins.

The death of Nero plunged Rome into a period of crisly, as successive
emperors were proclaimed by thelr supporters, briefly scized power, and
then fell before a stronger contender. The year 69 saw no fewer than four
of them: Galba, Othe, Vitellius and Vespasian. The major new feature was
the role of the frontier armies in promoting their own nomnee, and pross-
ing his claims by force where necessary. Thus Vitellins was very much the
ereation of the Rhine army, and Vegpasian came {o power through the sup-
port of the eastern legions.

“The eniperors of the fater Ist century AD consolidated Roman rule at home
and abroad. Vespasian was followed by his sons Titus and Domitian, the
only case of direct father-son succession in the whole history of the empire

Belove: this smosaic from the
Femple of Fortuna at
Palestring depicts the riches of
Egypt that fell into Rowman
bands after the Battle of
Actium in 31 Be. The flood-
tands of the Nife provided an
abundant grain barvest, some
of which was shipped to Rowme
by feed the wrban populace.
Realizing the pobitical power
this gave bim, Augustus mace
Byt bis personal possesgion;
he and fis successors rufed it
as pharaohs, amd no senator
was allowed go theve without
imperial perntission,
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until the late 2nd century. Tt was shortlived departure. When Domitian was
murdered, the clderdy Nerva was chosen by the senate, and he in wurn chose
Trajan, by adoption, as his son and successor

The growih of empire

Angustus mberited an empive built up over two and a half centuries of
Republican government since the acqguisitton of Siclly, Rome’s first overseas
province, during the First Punic War (26441 o). There was Httle planning
behind this verritorial expansion until the institntion of emperor itself creat-
cd the opportunity for centralized strategic thought, But emperors were
expected o be military men, and alongside any grand strategies they recog-
nized the pressure from their subjects o prove themselves successiil genf:f~
als. New conguests also brought slaves and booty, and provided i‘nany
opportanities for Roman bureavcrats and entreprencurs to enrich them-
selves at the expense of the defeated peoples,

Angustus himself greatly expanded the empire. Fis victory at Actium in 81
56 was followed by the nvasion of Egypt (whither Antony and Cleopatra bad
fled for refuge} the following year. Egypt was a large and prosperons coun-
vy, but under Augustus it became part of the emperey’s private domain, a
provinee under s personal supervision. It alse provided much of the grain
neaded 10 feed the growing population of Rome, )

Augustus’s major foreign wars were fought with the aim of rationalizing the
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Right: Arabia Petraeq was
annexed by the Esperor

Frajan in A 106, Hs frivcipal
city, Petra, was & major trad-

ing centre in the Jordawian

desert, famons for ifs imprres-

sive tovmbis such as the Deir

{seen here), wirch were carved
divectly from the rock where
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they stood.

imperial frontiers. He conquered the nerthern Balkans, so as o carry the
frontier to a suitable natural barrier, the River Darmbe. Rivers were chosen
as boundaries in the east and west as well. In the east, it was the River
Luphrates which marked the boundary between the Romans and their east
ern neighbours the Parthians. Augustus waged no major wars on this front,
It was in the west that the greatest trouble Jay, When Caesar conquered
Ganl he had made the Rhine the frontier of his new province. That left an
awkward salient of unconqguered territory in the Alps, between Gaul and
Italy. Augustus sought to remove this by conguering the Alpine wibes and
carrying the frontier forward here, as in the Balkans, to the Danube. The
next step was to move the Rhine fronter forward to the Elbe. That secrned
to have been achieved, and the Romans were polsed to advance st further
into central Furope, when rebellion in the Balkans caused the withdrawal of
troops for operations there instead. Three years later, In AD S, three Roman
legions were destroyed by the Germans while crossing the Teutoburg
Forest, and the territories beyond the Rhine were abandoned.

Augustus left his successors with the advice not to extend imperial tergitory,
but 1o consolidate what they already held. There was nonetheless a steady
acquisition of new provinces during the 1st and early 8nd cenliries ap, dri-
ven partly by strategic considerations and pardy by the quest for military
glory. Sometimes, new provinces were created peacefully by absorbing what
had hitherto been client kingdoms. Such was the case with Mauretania in
A 44 and Thrace in aD 46, But other provinees were acquived by divect corr
quest, The most notable instances are Britain, invaded by Claudius (an
emperor desperate for military glory) in ap 43; and Dacia, conguered by
Prajan in the two fiercely-fought Dacian wars of 101-2 and 106-6.

Below: the southern parts of
Gard, where Greek colouisis
had alveady fntroduced the
trappings of civic life, were
guickly integrated into the
Roman Entpire. The theatre at
Aransio {Ovange), in Gallix
Narbonewnsis, was built under
Auegustus; bis statue stands
in the central nicke above

the stage.
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The Romans tended to portray thelr foreign enemies as uncivilized barbar-
tans, but the truth was rather different. The Britain attacked by Claudius was
already organized into kingtdoms with coinage and towns (though not the
kind of market-place coinage in wse in the Roman world). Dacia was il
more sophisticated, a powerful kingdom with a ruler who had already suc-
cessfully resisted Roman aggression some 20 vears earlier.

The key to Roman milltary success was of course the army, stationed mainly
in camps spread out along the vulnerable frontiers, They had both 2 defen-
sive and an offensive role, being deployed and redeploved as the needs of
individual campaigns or emergencies dictated. One major change from the
days of the Republic wag the more static conception of the military estabHsh-
ment. v was Augostus who first fixed their pay, and their numbers remained
relatively constant, at arcund 28 legions phis a similar number of auxiltaries,
throughout the 1st and Znd centuries. What did change was the nature of
thelr accommodation, as during the late 1st century the original camps of
timmber and turf were steadily rebuilt in stone. The frontiers 100 were
strengthened by watchtowers and forts, a first step towards the continuous
frontier barriers built by Hadrian.

The rise of the provinces

Within the frontlers, the 1st century was a tine of growing prosperity. As the
new provinces became better integrated and steadily more Romanized,
provincials themselves played an increastugly prominent role in the govern-
ment of the empire. Roman citizenship was gradually extended w0 whole

towns and cldes in the provinces (though always excluding women and
slaves), and provincials soon came to form significant minorities in
the senate al Rome.

At the same fime, the economic bal-
ance between ltaly and the

43




THE PENGHIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

Right: Angustus bad
trchased a villa o the
Palatine before be hecame
emperar, and bis successors
gradually bought up much of
the rest of the bill, The
surpfving ruins ave fargely the
wirde of the Flavian emperor
Donsitian {(§1-96}, who buili
an extensive paface combiming
state rooms, gardens and
private apartments, This
transformation of the Palatine
HHll into an imperial residerce
has given rise to the modera
weordd “patnce”.
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provinces began to change, as the latter began o benefit Irom the opportu-
pities offered by Roman rule. At onc level, the cmplre was an enormous
trading zone where import taxes were held o a minimum, African olive oil
and Gaulish Samian ware could now casily be shipped o markets m lealy
and beyond, along with the highly prized garum {fish sauce} from Spain,
This was a trade In evervday items, not expensive huxuries, and helped to
give the whole empire a feeling of community, even though important dif-
ferences stll remained hetween the east {where Greek was spoken} and the
west {where Latin was now the official language).

Trading opportunities were not restricted to the empire itself, however, but
extended far beyond, This was especially true in the east, where merchants
from the Romman Empire (mostly from Greece oy the castern provinees)
satled the Indian Ocean or traveled the 8ilk Route {o bring eastern luxuries
such as Chinese silks or exotic spices and perfiimes to the markets of the
Hast Mediterranean. Roman pottery and glassware travelled east in return,
but it was gold and silver coins which provided the main means of payment,
draining the empirve of an estimated 100 million sesterces every year.

The baperial legacy

To the modern observer, the legacy of imperial Rome resides mainly in its
literature and monuments, [n erary terms, the Ist centary Ab was part of
the golden age of Latin writing which had begun with authors such as
Ticero and Carallus in the late Republic. Augustus considered patronage of
the arts to be one of the duties of his role as first citizen, and gave support

Belows Trafasn's Markets at
Roue. I the foreground are
the foundations of Mz foriom.
The largest of alf the Inperial
Fora, #t comtained Inw courts,
affices and, above all, the
errenmins Basifica Ulpia, now
largely buried beneath the Via
dei Ford uperiali. Both
Forum aud markets were buili
with the proceeds of Trajan’s
congquest of Dacia,
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and encouragement to Morace, Virgil and Livy. Other wealthy Romans
added their patronage of the poets and historians of the day. The greatest
Hierary work was without doubt Virgil's Aeneid, an epic poem which retold
the origing of Rome n the legend of Aeneas flecing the sack of Troy o
make a new beginning in Imly. Other Herature ook a more practical slant.
There were for instance the Nagural History, an enormous encyclopacdia by
Pliny the elder, who died in the eruption of Vesuvius in An 79, and the ten
books On Architecture by Vitravius, which exerted such influence on the
architects of the Renaissance. There was even a treatise on the Roman water
supply. In historical terms, however, our knowledge of the Ist century
comes mainly from historians who were writing after its close, above all
Tacitus and Suetonius,

In terms of buildings and other momuncnis, the Ist and early 2nd centuries
have left ample remains, including some of the most impressive achieve-
ments of Roman architecture. Rome itself saw an upsurge of building under
the early emperors, This included a series of adjoining imperial fora {publc
squares with temples, offices and law courts), supplementing the facilides of
the original Forum Romanum at the heart of the city, The last and greatest
of these, the Forum of Trajan, is notable today for the striking Trajan’s
ok, with its spiral relef record of the emperor’s Dacian Wars, Mention
must also be made of the Colosseum, the largest amphitheatre of the
Roman world, which was dedicated in an 80. The legacy of the carly empire
extends far bevond Rome itself, however, and includes buildings both pub-
lie¢ and practical. The great arched aqueduats of Nimes and Segovia belong
tor this period, as do the artdficial barhours at Ostia and Caesarea. 1 is these,
as much as the monuments of the emperors themselves, which convey the
confidence and power of Rome at its apogee.
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The City of Rome under Augustus

“Sinee the oy was
st adovned as the
digmity of the
emprive demanded,
ard twas exposed lo
flood and five, he so
heaastified it that he
sondd fustly boast
that he had jound
i ki of brivk and

left it in marbie.”
Suetonius, Life of

Above: ameny the many
public buildings of Angustan
Romee were places of
entertainment. The Theatve of
Marcellus, completed £ 11 e
and named after the emperos’s
stephew, can be seen beve
bebind the columns of the
wardier Temple of Apollo,

Right: the Forum of Angustus
was dedicated in 2 80, Fis
centrepiece was the temiple of
Mars Ultor (Mars the
Avenger} 16 ot ate the
fact that Augustus bad
avenged the murder of Julins
Caesar. The statues proclaim
Angustus’s family lineage,
moing back to the city's
lapendary founder 4

Under Augustus, Rome became the greatest city of the western
world, graced with impressive new public buildings.

By the end of the 1st centary B, Rome had a population of aronnd a mil
Hon people, from wealthy senators o craftsmen, shopkeepers and shaves.
Realizing that the city’s infrastructure had not kept pace with iis rapid
growth, Augnstug divided Rome into 14 administrative regions, each under
an appointed magistrate, set up a police force and fire brigade, and built or
restored several aqueducts. To prevent flooding he had the River Tiber
dredged and widened; according to his blographer Suetonius it had “for
some time been filled with rubbigh and narrowed by jutting buildings.”
Crucially, Augustus took personal responsibility for the corn dole, the
monthly distribution of free grain to the ¢ity's poor

Augnstus also spent enormous sums on the aggrandisement of the city,
making it a worthy capital for so great an cmpir{-‘ He boasted that he found
Rome brick and Jeft it marble, and the claim was not Hi-founded. At the
heart of the metropelis, many of the existing buildings of the Forum
Romanum were faced in marble for the first thme durbog his reign. Nearby
he built his own new Forum o serve as a lawcourt and administrative cen-
tre, In his rebuilding of the city, Augustns was assisted by members of his
family and by trusted friends and licutenants such as Statibus Tawrus and
above all Marcus Agrippa. In the Campus Martius region o the north of the
city, Agrippa was responsible for a whole series of new buildings: the origi-
nal Pantheon, the Baths of Agrippa and the Saepta Julia. North of these
Augustus erected an enormous sundial, the Horologium, with an obelizk
brought from Egypt as its pointer. Nearhy, standing within a park, was the
cirenlar Mausoleum, designed to resemble an Etruscan bBurial mound,
where in ap 14 the ashes of Augnstus himself were finally Iaid to rest.
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Claudius and the Conquest of Britain

Above: this bronze bead of the

Emperor Clandins Dy Aulus Plautius, who became the first governor of Roman Britain, The [ : g @ °
{r. AD 41-54) may bave come . main army put ashore at Richborough forced its way across the Medway coprbinéq land dnd seq T vl Roman campaigns:
& ’ - gi, orte AR i — operations give Romans ] e Atius Plautivg, AD 43

fram the temple of Clandius
ai Colchester. It was found. in
the River Alde i Suffolk,
wibere it was probably thrown
after being tor from a statue
taken as booty durving
Boudicca’s revoli,
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Fhe quiqivels o ! O : ¥ 9 ) Bl ) © ot
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The Romans invaded Britain in a0 43, and went on to most of the
island under dirvect rule by the end of the Ist century.

Britain was 2 relatively Tate addition to the Roman Fmpire. Jullus Caesar
had made fwo expeditions to southern England in 55 and 54 ¢, but though
he received the nominal submission of several southern leaders there was
no follow-up, and Britain tay beyond direct Roman control for another cen-
tury. ¥t was politics al Rome rathey than any military or economic necessity
which eventually led the Emperor Clandius to invade the island in 43,
Claudius’s reign, following the murder of Caligula in January 41, bad got
off to a shaky start, and he badly needed a milhary victory 1o shore up bis
prestige, The invading force consisted of four legions and was commanded

and the Thames and captured Colchester, capital of the powerful
Catuvellaunian kingdom.

During the following years the Romans steadily expanded their control over
the rest of southern Britain and into Wales. In 47 they suppressed a rebel
lion among the Tceni, who had earlier allied themselves with Rome; four
years later they defeated and captured the native leader Caratacus. The last

guest. of Scotland, and four vears latey won a great viclory over the natives at
Mons Graupius, At this peint, however, rouble on the Danube frontier
forced the emperor Domitlan to withdraw troops from Britain and give up
the attemnpl to conquer the whole istand. Agricola’s conquests were steadily
abandoned, and by the end of the century the frontler had been pulled
back to the Tyne-Selway isthmus, where Hadrian was to buikl his wall
{» page 86-7).
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Nero and the Year of Four Emperors

Above: the four emperars who
foltlmwed Nevo {a rapid
succession, as depicted on
their silver coins, Alf were
exprerienced administrators or
milidary men. Galba (bop) was
the governor of Hispania
Tarracosensis and already
over 70 when declared
emperor, Othn (second from
top, o friend and supporter of
Nero, bad gone over to Galha
in the bope of betng named as
bis suecessor. When Galba
appointed someons efse, Qo
bad them both murdered.
Seon after, Vitellius (second
from battom; nrarched on
Rame. He seized power, anfy
0 be diposed by the
supporters of Vespasian
(hottom).

Right: & contemporary Rosian
portrait bust of Nevo.
Declared a public enony by
the Senate, he fled Rome and
eommitted suicide, aged 31, at
the suburbtan villa of one of
bis freedmen. According Yo the
biagrapher Suetonius, bis
dying words were, “Hew ugly
and velgar wy fife bas
become!™ Despite bis
wnpoprlarity with the Senate
aud the army, Nere was not
withont s ssppoviers, who
cantinged to place fowers on
bis grave for years afferwards.

3z

Nero’s unpopularity brought the rule of Augustus’s family fo an
end, and plunged the empive into civil war.

Nero {r. 54-68) was the last of ithe Julio-Clandians, the dynasty lounded by
Augustus. He was only 16 when he succeeded bis adoptive father Clandius,
it he was gaded by able advisers and the first years of the reign were latey
regarded as a golden age. As lime went by, however, there was growing con-
Miet with the senate, and in 65 3 wideranging conspiracy against Nero was

PART 1 THE IMPERIAL REGIME

€ L2 Apr
Otho holds

el Cremona 1,2
= council of war

\ 4 %Ioﬁed riacum J

under Valens and Caecing i s
Mare \ ({ /
Ligugticum ) June ¢

[
2Otho v. Vitellius,

Vitellius v. Vespasian,

“Placantia® NG ! AD 6% AD 69
Piacenza Brixellum™. W Ladiy Adare e Othe's forees v Vitetliug's forees
Brescello \ Bononia | =t i
" fate March ¢ Bologia. Adrigticum | =9 Vielluss forces " Vespasian's forces
aecing mounts PO, L 3
~abortive-attack Q16 APy RIS Armrn wm 6 barde % bartle
on Placentia. Otha commits y lem: o
i sujcide 2 i
& Mar-Apr
Vitellius's forces invade
Italy in two divisions f ) ET:::‘R mid-Aug ¢

Vespasian's supporters
entrust Antonius Primus
with invaston of Italy

| ¢ early Aprili | Viteflius's forcus late Sept i
discovered and brutally suppressed. He also became nnpopular among the Yolens joins|Caecing _advance on Romcl } Vespasfm:? ﬁ:::‘_j;ig Poetovio o
wealthy for confiscating property, and was suspected by many 91’ havir?g 36 4 | T | i sestulfpgg?m | Gl , (‘/” fiiss
mgentionally started the Great Tire which destroyed the centre of Rome in Otha’s forces ] £z J I? : Bcamp iﬂiﬂiﬁiﬁ Aquileia it
84. The suspicion was untruc, but Nero did not help matters by buying up I defaied ) 17 jily & J S Mar S captires *:;‘3.‘.‘,,'}5'30 e~
! iITs Ay TN
' | 1 ik his Golden House, a lavish garden villa set in the heart of == Vitelhs Otha feaves : Pataviumn
the ]an(’] 1o btk G ' i 5 W enters Ro.e Rome & il (. 'Verona
the: capital. o T e ST
o2 Jan"{li-'? i Cremona,_ E::Eav:um ] f
The end came in 68, when firsg Vindex in Gaul and then Galba in Spain - Rhinelegions | - T 'Q_ dr;acup:';s['.ﬁa AT & Vitellin forces
hroke out in open rebellion agamst him, Vindex was guickly defeated, but | -5 declare for Viells E::E:Ei'j’ Bk A fady | % dinde: first division| 1|
Nero lost support at Rome and was ditven 10 suicide in June. He was suc- g;:;g;:ﬁa BrescoledCom N iR | B ?f:z’;"’;:ec"”di
ceeded by the elderly Galba, who arrived in Rome in the anthmn of 68 but ‘%:‘Cﬂlog"% 14 Apr 45 gﬂréhlﬁ? . glevenna
was murdered in the Forum in January the following vear. His wonrder Auglierd 241 first battle of \ S e
- . s A ) ) o e s e - i i
er Othe scized power at Rome, bat the Rhine legions had already it eve“”r']’gr‘o’é’- 5;;2?’5’&:':*9"'“"5 '\9_5'”""'& N
. - + . - . - ) e num -
declared i favour of their own commander Aulus Viselhos Otho had el 0'\, © 24-25 Oct 691 Mars Vi 022?0: E? R
- 5 - . 7 . 4 5] ns Jorn
relatively few moops at his disposal in Ialy and had been defeated by the : Neﬂ;yfgiﬁ_ ) second battle of Ligusticum advance{a ‘to Fanum A 2
. . . o : . - ¥ N 3
tnvading Vitellian Torces at the First Battle of Cremona defeat Vindex | m rei:ﬁgt asian’s , Fortunae! l Mare
in April. Vitellins now took coutrol of Rome, bat by ESO"WU | | ¢ Aug 69 | 9245 0a 15 Decsr | SRR
. i 5 5 2 i itedl A - + R A
Jaaly another rival cinperer had been proclaimed in June 68 ¢ Aordgal ! / 7 J Danube legions Elt;ieh:n Vf:elﬁa?j ﬁmn?p, &
7 g = 5 2 . : - to ho arnia,
the cast: Titas Flavins Vespasianus {Vespasian), _ Galba fearns of Mar{'z‘ua —te Lugdunum |, defeated | | S i N
commander in the jowish War, The Danabe g i Neméiﬁ:". / [ Lyen s 2 @ Vitellians : I Narni - \
§ ‘ar % H alamanitic, ! DA a7 g ! X ;
legions declared lor Vespasian and led by i LRSI . (] ?f”';fﬂ"" i | g 20Dece & 7 Sept
. . e BT CR o : T Mass‘i“a._"[%e_ ; (ot o Vespasian's supporters | Caecina leads
Antonius Primus defeated the Vitellians at the SO h /ﬂ"arbo o ; . co?éen:mte j fight their way into-Rorrie |/ Vitelian forces  © s
Second Battle of Cremena in September 69, 0 e Talati Cesaraietsty ) J fatbenaei p g 5 e il and kil Vitellis Reme o from Rome ' § 50 miles
In December the Flavian forces foughy their i Merida ., Toledods Tarraco N RN o e g
, o . - )| A Falei oy i v Tarrag X e ! i i §
way into Rome, dragged Vitelling from his Cotdiba R raran \ A9 St = B}'H“t“!"}' o
- - een * i - - .’ : T ‘ “Hi iy wI% C'nrdob'a' = i i e w1y s Tarenti 7 | T = " ¢
h]dmg place azfd kKilled lvm, in ?m tarr, in the lsp\al.zsc)__ igotdos | %:r;g; ;im out " isjensser ___Hmnmﬂﬂx‘I = INicomedia ." e
Forum, Vespasian became undisputed roler of Gades 1/ ; . Otho deposes = &) ( 3 A k@“&
- ' f A fi . neyra: e
the Roman warld, the fourth and last emperor s _Aprcéjb‘: Carthago Nova .4 _____dnd kills Galba \ Angra %
of the eventful vear 69, L) /o7 prodaimed “Urogetz 2050594 o
i3 'lng:er/ embsror Yespasion's forces ) i Laodicen
2 \ i | oe:cupy Romer 'V smmer :‘;ﬂ‘ & Tarsus
} ; 7 ‘espasion travels to ¢ ¢ o Antioch
= i Clnﬂ = Rome to ke power /: Sty
, Carth F Pal
= 2 ol S}’FECUSEE ! al nl)rra
e SEES SR S A R Syracuse ] j
1 The wars of succession, i A 'Da'_““sw#
AD &89 i Sy FLE Ao U Tyrerb\ il
{ Roman Empire &P il i ¢ ) || (}"
# & i WA el A
provincial capital or ' Ll 2 witier 69“?99 &__Ll'ﬁ!y 69
. Frzlor city = I--(D:yrene- ?migrg _,S-j(q&fmsr;m
y . 1 e Ll (1% leclare:
i Minder, Mar—Pay 68 b - Adexandrial emperor
=" Gatha Apr—autumn 68 N B ) a2
e Vitellius, Jan-July 69 7 5 S0 ~=MM - :
~— Vespasian, july-Dec 69 [ I e |
a 300 miles f"““—--r--mng._-.h:? I.' II
% battle N ——
"Q Smus
)} Arvabicus
53



THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

The Western Provinces

“Today the whole
world has iy
Ciraeco-Homan
culture, Smavt
Gaunlish frofessors
are traiving the
lazoyers of
Britamn... "
Juvenal,

Satire XV

Below right: the trappings of
sophisticated urban life were
established early in the
southers parts of Gagd—the
temple of Augusius and Liia
at Vienne was built in the
early 1ut century A,

Far right: the foundations of a
Celtic temple ar Cisseau-le-
Petit in northern France, The
central temple was
susvounded by a teminos, or
sacred enclosure, @ plas found
thrroughout northern Ganl and
Britain. Celtie gods—often
identified with their Roman
conuterparts—cominned to be
worshipped in the nosthern
provimees.

Romes’s western provinces included a wide range of cultures, from
the urban south to the rural Celtic north.

The southwestern provinces of the Roman Empire were the rich Mediter-
ranean regions of Spain (» pages 84-3}, sonthern Frauce, and haly itself,
where city life had been established long before the spread of Roman rule.
Further north, in Gaul. Britain and the Germanies, were the less urbanized
Lands of the Celis and others. To 2l these regions Roman rule brought cer-
tain benefits—notably peace and wider trading opportunities—and the
western provinces steadily to0ok on more and more of the wrappings of
Roman culture. New citios were founded with grid-plan street Iayouts, classi-
cal temples and municipal baths. Amphitheatres were built m or heside the
major towns, supplemented by theatres in the more literate sonth.
Flaborate aguedncts provided fresh drinking water to the cities, while roads
and bridges ensured better copmuumications.

The provinces soon became closely incorporated in the imperial system
itself; the Emperor Claudins gave leading Gaulish citizens the right to
hecame senators at Rome, and the spread of power from laly to the pro-
vinces continned in the centuries which followed. Britain and the Gor-
manies also took a leading part in the political life of the empire throngh
the size of thelr military garrisons; three to four legions in Britain and cight
(later reduced to four) along the Rhine, supported by substantial anxiliary
forces. It was the Rhine legions which backed Vitellmss hid for power in
AD 89 ( pages 52-3y, and the army of Britain which supported Clodius
Albinus in the 190s (» pages 96-7). The most telling legacy of Roman rule,
fowever, i3 the fact that many of their centres have remained important ©
te present day, including the modern capitals of London, Paris and Bonn,

Below: fhis cercmmonial
scabbard was fosud in the
Rbine. Richly decorated with
gold and silver, it bears the
portrait of the Emfpreror
Fiberius (v. an 14-37), The
Rbine legions could make ov
break emperors, and sueh gifls
0 sertior offfeers weneld bave
Belped to ensure their layalty.

Right: the western provinees
remained predominanily
agriculiural, This bromge

wodel found at Piercebridge

in County Durbam shows o

British ploughman, booded
against the cold, with bis team
af twe oxen.

Rome’s western
provinces, |st-2nd
century Al
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Three Western Cities

PART 1 THE IMPERIAL REGIME

Londen, founded after the nvasion of Britain i Ap 43 at an impertant

Above: Vesuvius smonlders
bebind the Temple of Apolla
fiz the waii religious
enclasure of Pompeti. The
fomic cofunisn to the left was

Pompeii owes its fame to the blanket of ash that rained down from
Vesuvius in Angust 79, entombing the inhabiiants, scaling bread in the
ovens and clection graftiti on the walls, and leaving the most Tully pre-
served of ancient Roman cities. Since the 18th century, excavations have

crossiing of the Thames, soon becarne the capital of the province. In the fol-
lowing decades it was furnished with 2 forum and basilica,; a governors
palace, and (in the carly 2nd century) an amplitheare, The city walls were
brale e 190, c(}mplcléd by the addition of riverside defences it the ke
%rd or early 4th century, London was never onc of the great Roman Gities,
however: new evidence suggests that after a peak i the early 2nd cenfury
there was a sharp decline i population, though it remained a centre of gov-
ernment until the collapse of Roman nile in the 5th centuny.

V=D
[

mphitheatre

[ %

Above: this geometrical

&
S

fe flooy twas ifis wd a
2 1863 close 1o the Mansion
Hanse i the City of Loudon.
Tt dates prom the 3rd ceatiery
AP, ded By guality and
sophistication shows the
continntng tmportance of
Loundon in the later Rovtan
period, evesn thownh the city
was by then in decline as an
urban centre.

wharf
mesaie S
bath house L

setup as a sundial by the  nuncovered large areas and revealed priceless information on city life. cemetery .

dunmwirs Sepuniss and  There weve the custommary public buildings: the forum or markelplace, 2 _
Erragems: theatre and gymmasiam, and the ampbitheatre where ghadiatorial displays =

were held. The sumptuous villas of the wealthy were adotned with peri- Trier was founded by the Emperor Augustus and developed into the leading city of northeast Gaul.

style courts and sophisticated wall paintings, while the shops. bars and tav- The grid-plan street layout probably dates from the Tst centiry AB, a3 does the stone bridge across the

erus, the bakeries and brothels, show how ordinary people hved. Moselle, Iut the greatest buildings of Roman Trier belong to the Zrd and 4th centuries, when the city

Porta Nola rose to prominence as an imperial residence first under the breakaway Gallic emperors {260-74) and

Porta Capua . o - - S < B - e L n . .

b tomste of the Genlis of Augustus P o ey then under Constantius and Constantine (29%-337). The city walls and the imposing Porta Nigra

F ;2;1;}: of the Lares Augustae _ S y . Porta Sarna were probably built during this period. There was also a great imperial pakace, with an audieuce hall

Porm o : {basilica} and a civcus or race track, and adjacent to it the enormous Kaiserthcrmen or hnpernal

Vesuvia of

i Baths, At its hoight, the city may have had a population of 80,000,

| i
Lotz the Porta Nigra, the | . r;:;: f 2 490 m
north gate of the Roman city [ | ol = S 400 yds
of Frier, was jfrrobably built in R = S
P tre 3rd cemtury an. It ogwes its I lid, rf o4 "\%
_ survival to the fact that it was (Vi 17 4 -=.==u I — “
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- L] . o 5 .
Vespasian and the Jewish War . e res o
comnemorate Tius's victory,
shows the Temple treasures

Roman conirol of Judaea was resented by veligiously-committed G O "g{;ii’aﬁ’;
Jews, and in the spring of 66 discontent turned into open revolt, ’

- The rebels seized control of Jerusalem, and at Beth-Horon they defeated
“As . ﬁ}?' Fitus, s the force which Cestius Gallus, the Roman governor of Syria, led against
Tm {I-g‘?:ﬂ-(}. tion dwefy  them. This success allowed the rebels to seize control of large areas of
Judaea and Galilee. Realizing that a determined campaign was now needed
to suppress the revoly, the Emperor Nero despaiched an experienced mili-
arid j)f{fz.’l,&'u-?'(f: EH tary commander, Tirns Flavins Vespasianus {(Vespastan}, with a force of
wonld be 30’??'5{ f}eﬂ)m three legions and numerous auxiliaries. In 67 Vespasian recovered Galilee
o and restored control over the coastal cities of [ndaca, and the following year

captured Jericho and Emmans, leaving Jerusalem increasingly isolated.

on Rowme, wealih

these dreams were
vealized if Jevusalem

Vespasian was preparing for the final assault when news came that Nero had

were destined nol o been overthrown. Military operations were largely suspended while the site-
ﬁ? I 4oi the avonat Rorme was unclear. Then, in July 69, Vespasian himself was pro-
. L . <latmed emperor by the eastern leglons, and a fow months later he depart-
ommediale future. ed for Alexandriz and then Rome, eaving the completion of the Jewish War J Z
Vacivgs, Fisiories to his son Thus, In September 70, after a severrmonth siege. Titus captured fal of Jotapata
. Ferusalem, The rebel cause was now hopeless, but groups continued to hold 4 69 AD ~feads to suppre
ont in the fortresses of Herodium, Machaerns and Masada, until they oo Vesp"?iqga
i
were taken by the Romans. E::;ﬂr:: in July
| Mount N
| Carmel, M
¢ 67 AD i -'1 =
Vespasian\ arrives to toke y
Caesarea  charge of n forces.— Lk
Ao NaEiE - kP8
| |
A
II
Ujerusalern under siege,| 5 sy |
70 BC '
) T Marcls 70 Titus began a S o _
siege of Jerusalent whieh was '-') ! pp < iGadara O 3901
to last for seven months. The N Nov 66 4D 6 — %§ e .} 68 4D
tiwo outer walls fell in May, | rebels defeat e fespasian’ jes |
A fat e Bl Vespasian occupies
and the rest was encireled by (ERRE0IE HERSH \ ] jér;cns and Emmaus
. da stege-unnk, but if was not Emmaus o et el
unti! September that the P! / Jeri che —
] ) Ramtans finally broke through y S T ; .
Right: the last action in the the third wall. Jerusalesm and iy 30 kms terusaiem b Se_,?t 70 L) I]
war was the stege of Masada tts Temple were destroyed, '10 sl 35 Ef_ﬁi;gfnu[ms j
in spring 74 The Romas 1 and the inbabitants kiffed or - i =} = [_'
commander Flavis Silva sold into slavery. I/The Jewish War, 6874 BC [ Herodup [ & )
erocted an encivcling wall i %
) — £ R 3 x 3
with attached forts, He w7 Raman advance ; ﬁ?;gj;i omap, province "
eventually captured the rocky L jewish counterattack | Vatpatian 57 AD 0 L
citade! only by building & A Roman camp V:i;a:;:: 68 AD 405
great stege ramp on a natiral ) 2% wal breached ~ My .
spur against its western face, ~— Bass and S, 7|4
at which potnt the defenders ~ > ssus and Siva, 714 AD om
commitied suicide rather than # Roman defeat 1 siege
fatl into Roman bands. | [ 44
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Trajan’s Wars

Above: The Dacian War
broasglt Trajon enormons
wealth from spoils and the
sale of slaves. He used this to
butld a great forupe and
navket at Rowme, which were
dedicated in 112, The Senate
added the monwment known
as Trafan’s Coluwn {abowve),
Carved with o spival fricze
shatwing episodes from the
ks, i serves as o memorial fo
the campaigns and o valuabile
seeord of the equiprwent and
appearance of the Roman
army i Trajen’s day.

G

The Emperor Trajan (98-117) was the first Roman ruler for several
decades 1o conquer new territories and establish new provinces of
the empire.

His two great wars were fought against the Dacians and the Parthians, The
Dacian kingdom lay nevth of ihe Danube in the area of modern Romania,
Under its powerfial king Decebalus, Dacia Tad become a threat to Roman
supremacy and had defeated Roman armies during the reign of Domitian
{(81-46). Trajan deternmiied to put an end to this situation by foraing Dacia
into submission. Duoring the first Dacian War (101-102), Trajan defeated
the Dacians in heavy fighting, and Decebalus came o terms. When he
broke these in 105, Trajan embarked on a second campaign aimed at noth-
g fess than e conquest of the whole kingdom, which became the Roman
province of Dacia.

By 114 che emperor was back on campaign, fghiing against Rome’s great
eastern rivals the Parthians. Thar year he conquered the mountaiu kingdom
of Armnenia, and the following turned north- |
ern Mesopotamia into another Roman
province. His most dramatic success camne
in 116, when his army ocoupicd southern
Mesopotamia and advanced as fay as the
Persian Gulf, The new conguests could
not be held, however, and Trajan had
alrcady been foreed to abandon soudiern
Mesopotamia when he died in Augost
117

Right: a refief carving of

Roman standard bearers, from

e smowament set wp at

Tropeum Tratani (modern

Adameclisi) by Trafan fo

o e Fis snccesstul

Dacian campaigns.
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The Roman Army

Above: moders veplicas of the
weaponry of the Rowan
fegionary: the gladius or short
sword, 4 stabbing weapon
which conld be used
effectively in close combal; the
pilum, a beavy javelin with a
point designed o bend on
Frpact so that it conld not be
re-used by the enewy; the
shield {scatum), and helmet,

Right: a modern reconsiruction
of @ Roptan carro-ballista, The
vertical chambers at the fromt
cottaivied the cofls used fo
tensinn the bow, which
cosld propel a foor-
fong (W-co} bolt o a
distance of 1000 feet
{300 m}. A similiar
weapon is depicted
on the frieze of

Teaiam's Colgnn,

[
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Rome grew to greatness on the strength of its army, a disciplined
[fighting force that proved superior to all ifs opponents.

From the last centuries BC and throughout the early imperial era, the back-
bone of the army was the legions, infantry units of around 5460 men, all
highly trained and well equipped. Each legion was divided intlo centuries
comtmanded by junior officers or centurions. Six centuries made up &
cohkort, and fen cohorts a legion. Legionaries fought mainly with short
sword and throwing javelin, protected by a rectangular shield and body-
armour. FThe real strength of the legion kay in its professionalism and disci-
pline, which enabled it to carry out complex manoeuvres in the heal of bat
tle. Legionaries were also responsible for building roads, forts and bridges,
and were adepl at stege warfare as well as set-picce baitles.

Alongside the legionaries were the allimportant auxiliaries, non-Roman sob-
diers recruited from (he native peoples of the empire. These operaied int
cohorts of B0 or 1008 men under the eommand of a Roman officer, some
of them speciafist units {such as Syrian archers) fighting with their own pre-
ferred weapons. Auxiliaries served for a longer period and were less well
paid than legionaries, but on discharge were granted Roman citizenship.

The legions, on the other hand, were recruiled only from Reman citizéns,
In the early Repubiic they had been taken from landed eitizens and peasant
farmers with sufficient property to alford to provide their own cguipment.
Marius changed all st in the late 2nd censury BC, allowing landless cit-
zens {including the growing wrban proletariat} to enlist. In 31 BC, at the
end of the civil wars, a huge forge of 60 Roman legions was under arms.
Augustus reduced these to 28, stationing them along the frontiers where
they were most needed. That stll left a Roman army of avonnd 300,000
men, half legionaries and half anxiliaries, representing a huge ongoing
commitment in terms of public expenditure.

Under the early empire, legionaries were paid 900 sesterces a year, and
signed up for a period of 20 years. They were forbidden to marry during
their service, though many did of course form lasting relationships, and
their iflegitimate children could by the 2nd century win citizenship them-
selves by joining up as their fathers had done. Domitian
raised soldier’s pay int the late Ist ceatury, and
Seplimiug Severus again a centary later. Severus also

allowed legionaries to marry and to live with their

families outside the camp. Such concessions may

have strengthencd the soldiers’ loyalty or simply
recognized existing reality; but they made
"~ the Roman army Iess mobile and flexible.

During the course of the 3rd and 4th
centuries the army was reformed o
counler new cnemies and changing
strategies. Up to this time, forces had
been thinly spread along the frontiers,
leavinzg no reserve army for emergencies
or special campaigns. The army had also
been dominated by the legions of
infanery. In the mid-%rd century this was

Above: one of the best sources
of evidence for the Roman
army i action s the spiral
refief on Trajaw’s Column at
Rome, commemorating the
Dacian Wars of 101-6. The
lowsest section shows supplies
being loaded onto viver boats;
above this, & boar, a vam and
a bull are led to sacrifice
while a messenger falls from
bis borse as Trajan watches
from a vostrusn; and on the
next tevel, the soldiers build a
cantp while & Dacian
prisoner, possibly a spy, is
dragged befove the emperor.
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changed by the establishment of a mobile cavalry force, and under
Constaniine the army was formally divided into frontier troops (or Hmitanei)
and a ficld army (comitatensesy hoth consisting of cavalry and infantry. The
field army continued 0 be a powerful and professional force throughout
the 4th cenlury and into the 5th, though increasingly composed of
Germanic mercenaries rather tharn citizen recruits.

2/The legionary fort
of Novaesium,

Ist century AD
Nowvaesumt (Neuss) in the
province of Germania
Infevior is a typical
legionary fort, and has been
thoroughly excavated,
Sttuated on the erucial
Rhine frontier, it could bold
up to S000 men, Legion XX
Valeria was stationed here
until they were transferred
to Britain to take part in the
invasion of 43 nc.,
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II1: The Imperial Peace

Cpyposite: the Pantheon, a
temple to all the gods, was
founded by Augustus’s trusted
friend Agrippa in 27 BC.
Hadrian entively remodelled
i, vetaining Agripha’s poveh
but replacing the ovigingl
rectusgular steucture bebind
by a daring cirewlar building
with an enormons dome even
Targer in diameter than that of
St Pater’s in the Vatican. It
provides ample proof of
Rowman mastery of new build-
ing techniques, especially the
use of brick and concrete, and
of their new coucepis of arcly-
tectural designs. Alore among
Rowutan temples i bas refained
tis stucen and marble veneer
to the present day, providing o
usigque example of the inter-
wal appegrance of a great

" Roman buildiug.
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The 2nd century was a period of relative stability in the history of
the Roman Empire. Trajan’s wars carried Roman rule across the
Danube inte Dacia and southeast into Arabia and Mesopotamia.
Under Hadrian, some of the eastern gains were given up, but this
still left an empire greater in territorial terms than il had ever been
before. Secure within its borders, the Roman state flourished in
relative peace and prosperity. Yet this was no happy
commonwealth. Despite the pageantry of the monuments and the
paternalism of the emperors it remgined n world of harsh class
divisions, with slaves, peasant farmers and the urban poor eking
out @ meagre living alongside senators and the rich.

The Frontiers Consolidated

The history of Rome in the 2nd century is much more than that of of indi-
vidual emperors and their policies, yes there are significant changes from
reign to reign which reflect the responses of central government o new
problems and circumstances, and some of these bear the stamup of individ-
ual rulers. Trajan had been a keen military man, and however much the
conguest of Dacia was a strategic necessity, the eastern campaigns at the
end of his reign clearly were not. Hadrian sensibly reined back the mili
tary machine and set his sights on consolidation rather than conguest.
This was shown most clearly Dy the construction of Hnear barricrs on cer-
wain frontiers. The most famoeus of them are Hadrian’s Wall in northern
Britain and the German {ronticr bemween the Rhine and the Danube.
Both were enormous undertakings. The Gernman fromtier work consisted
of a substantial timber palisade running for almeost 350 miles (550 kmy).
Hadrian’s British fronter, though much shorter in length—-a mere 75
miles {120 kin}—made up for this in its even greater solidity: a stone-buly
structnre up to ten feet wide at the base and originally 12 feet {4 m) high,
at least in #8 eustern two thirds-—ihe western section was initially built of
mir{ and only later reinforced with stone,

Hadrian’s consolidation of the fronticrs was perhaps good pelicy, but it
marks a transition in the history of the Roman Empire. The great period
of expansion was over, and the role of the army and the emperor was 1o
longer (o conquer new lerritory but o defend what they already con-
trolled. This had Lo some extent been the case since the death of Angustus
a century before—he had warped his stccessor to keep within existing
boundaries and not io embark on any risky foreign adventures. Yel pieces
meat expansion had continued, adminating in Trajan’s wars of the early
Znd ceninry. Madrian's frontier policy marked the rciection of further ter-
ritorial cxpansion, and gave it physical expression in stractares ol tmber
and stone, The arny became more and more a defensive force, there to
repel foreign invaders and put down rebedlions rather than to crubark on
aggressive wars of conquest. The momentum of expansion was halted, but
it was difficult (o maintain stability, and as time wore on the Roman
empire found iself increasingly fighting a rearguard action against pres-
sures from without. This pressure would nltimaicly tead to the fall of the
Roman Empire in the wast.

PART III: THE IMPERIAL PEACE
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Govermment and Rebellion 8

2
Hadrian spent much af his 21-year reign
travelling araund the empire, gaining a
level of first-hand experience narivalied
sinice Angunstus, His journeys toak him w
both eastern and western provinces, and
were a mixture of husiness and pleasure.
In the Raman world the centre of govern-
ment was the emperar and his entotrage,
whercver they might be, and supplicans ar
htigants wishing for an audience ar cam-
manded to appear boefore the emmperor
rught find themselves facing a lenpthy and
expensive voyage. it was only hy visiting the
provinces thewselyes, therefare, that an
emperor conld hope to gain an accurate
impression of thelr problems and needs.
Hadrian’s travels wark a stage in the grad-
nal transition from an empire of cap-
quered provinces ruled by an Tralian aris-
tacracy, to a commonwealth streiching
from the Syrian desers to the Adantic
Ocean. It is significant, too, that Hadrian
himsclf, like Trajan befare him, was of
Spanish extraction although, unlike
Trajan, Hadrian was actnally bam at
Rome.

Tt was on Hadrian’s third vavage that he
hit upon the scheme that was divectly to
cause the anly majar war of his reign,
Passing throngh Palestng, he decided to
Above: the Casa di Diana st yefound the ety of Jernsalem as the colony of Aclia Capitoling, “Achns”
gjﬁf’i;ﬁzg ‘;ﬁ;;ﬁg*:j;gf; being his family name. Jerusalem and its temple had been desnayed hy
AD. The growurd-floor level Tieus Lalf a century befare, but still held powerful associations for the
was cecupied by shops, while  Jewish cammmunity, and the idea of a pagan settlemoent an their sacred st
GRS ”e“g e “f’“m}m”“ stirred them inta armed rebellion Led by Simou Bar Cochba, they waged a
LRt fouryear campaign of open warfare and guerrilla fighting whick was serions
enaugh o demand the presence of Hadrian himself

By the time he veturned to Rome in 135 he was a relatively old marn, and his
{inal years were devoted to the gnestion of the succession, He himsell had
been adopted by Trajan, oflicially on the latter’s deathbed (though there
were same wha dlaimed that Frajan’s widow had manipnlaied the story and
the adoption had wever actually taken place). Hadriay tao was childless,
which once again left kim free to name a successar of his chaice. He chase
Antaninns “Pias”, an upright and wealthy Halian naldeman of rather can-
servative views. As part of the deal Antaninus in aun adopted Marcns
Aasreling as his eventual successar. This system of adoption served the
Raman Empire well, from Nerva’s adaption af Trajan i 97 ta Marcus
Aarreling’s death in 180, It eusured that ¢ach new emperar had proved hine
sclf capable of government before he assumed power. 1t remaved the
vagaries of heredity, which could praduce bad emperars as well as gaod—a
point which was brought hame when Mavcus Anrelius was succecded nor by
an adopted emperar but i)y his own san, the unstable Caommaodus,

06

Right: this refief panel depict-
frig Hhre Emperor Marcns
Awvefips (161180} comes
from a sonp-varished moni-
meint, possibly a trinmphal
arch comsemorating s
campaigns on the Danube,
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The Antonine Age

The accessian of Antoninos Pius in 138 marked the beginning af the
Antenine age, a periad later looked back ta as a kind of golden age in the
Listory of the Roman empire. Autoninns himsel{ reigned far 23 vears and
was fallowed by his adepted son, the famous philasopher-emperar Marcts
Aureling. Both were considered estinalide rulers in thelr own rather differ-
ext ways. Antaninngs Phs comes aver to 15 a5 a benign and paternalistc fig-
ure, In sharp contrast with lis predecessor Hadrian, be never left Ttaly once
alter his accession, and even in earlicr Ife way only have been overscas on
ane oceasion. A numnher of wars were fought on his orders, but all of them
at a distance. The mast impartant was the re-aconpation of sonthern
Scatland, which had been abandoned in the time of Damitian, In 159
Antaninus ardered the counstryction of a new wall, the Antanine Wall, w
rin between the estuaries of Clyde and Forth, Buile of trf aud tinber
rather than stanc, it was nonetheless a major undertaking though the area
canquered was hardly i itself of world significance, Wars were also fonght
in Mavretania and along the Danube frontier, but Antoninus was foriunate
to face noe major crisis and threats alone were sufficient 1o deter the
Parthians, Rome’s eastern neighbours, from breaking the peace.
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Above: the great bronze doors
of the Pantheon date from
Hadrian's reconstruction of
the building in the Znd

CEREHFY.
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While the reign of Antoninus Plus was relatively
untroubled, his successor Marcus Aurelius was less
foriunate. He assumed power jointly in 161 with his
adoptive brother Lucios Veruss, but within a year of
their accession Verns had bad 1o leave for the east to
counier a serious Parthian invasion. In 165 the
Romans achieved a major victory, capturing and sack-
ing the Parthian capital of Cresiphon in southern
Mesopotamia, When they returned o Rome the fol-
lowing vear, however, they brought back more than
just loot—they brought the plague. An epidemic of
nnspeciﬁéd natare {though probably not the bubon-
ic plague of Black Death fame) raged throughout the
empire in the year 168, carrying off thousands of vic-
tims in Rome and other major cities. Perhaps sensing
this weakness, Germanic peoples chose this moment
to cross the Danube and amtack Ialy.

This was the start of the Germanic wars which were to
preoceupy Marcus Aurelius for the rest of his reign
{Lucias Verus dying in 1687, They mark, in a sense,
the end of Rome's unchallenged greatmess, the first
tdme for over 200 years that any foreign people had
invaded taly, and a foretaste of worse things to come,
The principal protagonists on this occasion were the
Quadi and Marcomanni, Germanic peoples living
north of the Danube, Their descent on Laly in 170
created a crisis which took several years to settle. At length order was
restored, but not before large areas of the frontier zone had been devastat-
ed. Meanwhile Marcus Aurelius was committing his philosophical thoughis
o a notebook, entided simply "Fo Himsel™ 1t s this that has come down to
us a8 the Meditations, presenting a gloomy picture of stoicism in the face of
hardship and adversity.

The End of 2 Dynasty

The last years of Marcus Aurelius were ocoupied by renewed attempts to
conquer central Burope, a project which had been abandoned by Augusius
almost 200 years before. Then in 180 he died, and all thoughts of advancing
the frontier were shelved, Commodus, the new emperor, quickly showed
signs of insecurity and megalomania. Leaving it to powerful officials 1o carry
on the work of government, his regime soon became unpopular for its cor-
raption, a situation which was not helped by the idiosyncratic behaviour of
the emperor himself. He displayed a great enthusiasin for gladiatorial spec-
tacles, in which he was not only andience but actally participated, wking
the role of a seculor, armed with sword and shield, against the refiarins with
his trident and net. His behaviour may not have been as mad as it is report
ed to us by the Roman hislorians, but it alienated the olite and eventually
posed a threat even to Commodus’s own court olficials. He planned 1o
make a grand enoy into the amphitheatre on New Year's day 193, dressed
{once again) as a gladiator. Instead he fell victhm 1o assassination on the Tast
day of 192, being first poisoned and then strangled in his bed. His death
marked the end of the Antonine dynasty.

Renmrase expransion spread the
teappiings of Greek civie
cubtire thronghont e
Mediterranean and beyond,
Comedians (vght} drew their
inspivation from the Greek
playrwright Menandey and bis
Rowmass dmitators Plawtus and
Terpnce. By the time the
theatre at Dougpa, Tunisia
{abowe) s Breilt in the 2ud
cestury AD, the great age of
Roman drama was lorg dead;
the last playwright of any
stature had Been Seneca (d.
AD 65}, the tutor of Neve and
asthor of a number of gory
tragedivs. Andiences
preferred mime and furce, and
smany theatres even stuged
wild beast fights,
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Imperial Buildings

The 2ndcentury emperors were great builders, using the resources of the
state on a range of impressive projects, Some of them were for the privae
enjoyment of the emperors themselves, Hadrian, Antoninus Plus and
Commaodus al} had thelr preferred country villa, in addition fo the official
imperial palace on the Palatine at Rome, Greatest of all was Hadrian's pala-
tal residence at Tivoll, a series of massive pavilions set in ornamental gar-
dens and richly decorated with sculptures and carvings. Hadrian was espe-
clally keen on Greek art and many of the sculptures were copies of famous
Greek masterpicces. Antoninus Pius 0o had his counuy villa, as Laurenmm
on the coast south of Rome. Though much less survives than at Tivel, this
oo was set within an extensive estate. Commeodus i1 wrn chose w spend
much of his time away from Rome, though not far away, at the Villa of the
Quintllii on the Via Appia, some 6 miles (10 km} from the city centre.

L T A

68




THE FENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCGIENT ROME

70

Rome remained the heart of the empire, however, and continued o receiye
mnch altention in terms of new public buildings and monuments ta imperi-
al glory. Viclories abroad were marked by the construction of triumphal
arches or commemorative columns. The Arch ol Conslantine is now known
to be largely the work of Hadrian, and Marcos Aurclins followed Trajan’s
example in erecling a great column with spiralling frieze to commemorate
his victorics in (ke northern wars. It was Hadrian, however, who devoted the
grealest atiention to new building at Rome during this period. e complet-
ed the reconstrisclion of the ¢ity centre which had been begun by Domitian,
but he is famous above all far the rebuilding of the Pantheon. One further
series of imperial buildings al Rome deserves particular mention: the tem-
pies of the deified emperors. Trajan, Hadrian, Anlonines Pius and Marcus
Aurelius were all deified by the senate after their death (Hadrian only after
some opposition from the senate). Each then received the teraple owing to
a god. Trajan’s, completed by Hadrian, was in his Forum. The colurns of
Hadrian's may still be seen in the side of the Stock Exchange in the Piawa
di Pietra at Rome. The temple of Antoninus and Faustina (his empress),
remodelied in the 17th century as the church of 8 Loreuzo in Miranda, siill
stands in the Forum Romanum, and gives some idea of the imsmense scale
which these monmnents to the imperial dynasty assizned.

Imperial building was nol confined to Rome or [taly. One of the largest pro-
jects of the Antonine period was the great baths buill on the seafront at
Carthage. Hadrian on his travels round the eropire also donated buildings
in the places he visited, notably the Library and Forum at his much-befoved
Athens. And over and above these civil constructions we mmst reckon the
enormous effort put into military camps and frontier works, such as the
walls of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius in Britain,

Literature

The ecarly decades of the 2nd centy caught the 1ail end of the greatest
period of Lalin literature with the historical wrilings of Tacitus and the later
satires of Juvenal. Only slightly later than these are the famous biographies
of the first 12 Cacsars by Suetonius, who scrved as secretary to the Emperor
Hadrian until he was dismissed for misconduct. These were almost the last
great Latin writers in the classical mould. The larer part of the cenuny saw
Apaleius’s comic novel The Golden Ass. An anonymous and enigmalic poem
called Pervigilivm Veneris (The Vigll of Venus) may also beleng to this pex-
iod. But Greek had enjoyed a resurgence and was now the main literary Jan-
guage once again, at the expense of Latin. Marcus Aurelins, thotgh a
Roman by birth and upbringing, chose Greek as the most appropriale fan-
guage in which to wrile Lis Meditations. The greatest Greek writer of the age,
however, was undoubledly Platarch, a native of Chaeronca in Greece whe
wrote essays, dialogues and parallel lives of Famous (recks and Romans.

Roman Sodiety in the 2nd Century

The historian Edward Gibbon began his Deeline and Fall of the Roman Empire
with the words “if a man were called to fix the period in the history of the
world during which the condition of the human race was mosi happy and
prosperous, he wonid, without hesitation, name that which elapsed from
the death of Domitian (o the accession of Commodus. The vast extent of
(e Roman Fmpire was governed by absolute power, under the guidance of
virtue and wisdom. The armies were restrained by the finn but gentle hand

Right: the Emperar
Canmnodus {r. ap 184-192)
somght to identify biveelf with
the pods; this portraif bust
portrays bim s Heveples. In g
fit of megalomania be
renamed the African grain
fleet, which bronght vital food
supplies to Rowme,
Comemodigng Merculea, and
the city of Rome fself Coloria
Commodiana.
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of four successive emperors whose characiers and authority commanded
involontary respect.”

There is some truth in this picture. §t was in this period, for example, that
the state established (and encouraged wealthy private citizens 1o establish}
alimeniary schemes, where moncy was lent 1o landowners and the interest
used by locatl tewns and dities to feed and cloth the children of needy fami-
lics. The state also stepped in to help dities which had borrowed money o
embark on public building projects, and become bankrupt as a result.

Yet the picture of the age is nol allogelther a rosy one. Outbreaks of epi-
demic disease in the 180s and after were one unpleasant feamure. Another
was the beginnings of a division of society into honestiores and. humiliores.
Previously all Roman citizens had been equal before the law. The major
distinclion had been between citizens and non-citizens. With the exiension
of the Roman franchise, however, new social pressures came into being
which called for a division between rich citizens and poor. So during the
2nd centlury a process was set in train which gradually gave more legal privi-
leges and indemnities to the rich, (he honestiores, at the expense of the
poorer cilizens, the huwmiliores. An example is a law of Hadrian specifying
punishments for those convicted of moving boundary stones {i.e stealing
land}. Men of standing were merely to be banished, but the rest were 1o be
senicnced to a beating and two years' hard labour. Siill hassher treatznent
was méted out to marginal gronps such as Chrisians who refused to sacrk
fice to the traditional gods.

Social changes were coupled with economie decline in some regions of the
empire. It is doubtfu] indecd whether Rome ever really adapled 1o the con-
cept of a fixed territorial base unsupporied by the windfall profits of cxpani-
slonist wars, The capital itself continued 1o prosper, buayed up by its posi-
tion at the heart of a greal empire. Other ltalian cities were becoming less
prosperous, however, and the cenire of gravity was sicadily shifling away
from ltaly towards what had once been the dependent provinces, Gaul, the
Rbineland, and Africa, in particnlar, underwent an ecopowic bsom in the
2nd century, at the expense of traditionat Italian industries. As the ecopomn-
ic geography of the empire changed, so did its politics, with provincials
becoming ever more promincut and powerfizl. This, and the growing pres-
sures on the Frontiers, were to be hallmarks of the following conluy.
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Hadrian’s Travels

Above: this four-drachma coin
was struck at Alexandria in
the 10ih yoar of Hadrian’s
veign (AD 127-28). One side
shows the emperor’s povirait,
the other a Canopic jar nsed
by the Egyitians to preserve
internal organs vemoved from
the bady during
srtenificadion.

“Fhis villa af Tilur
waes mervellowsly
constiucted, and he
acinally gave Lo
paris of it the
nawes of provivices
and places
Lyeewm, Acadevuo,
Prytanewm,
Cuanopes, Poecils
and Tempe. And in
order not o gmad
anythinng, he coen
made o Flades.”
Life of Hadran,
{rom the
Histona dugusia

The reign of the emperor Hadrian (117-138) was a time of |
consolidation und retrenchment for the Roman empire. |

Hadrian began his reign by abandaning Trajan’s eastern couguests {save f
for Arabia which had caome peacefully under Roman rule in 106}, Then i

191 he embarked on the first of a series of journeys which took him ta prac- (
tically every corner of the empire, ‘

One of his major concerns was the security of the rantiers, and to this end !
he strengthened the defences i several arcas, including the allHmpartant
Ruine and Danube, Fadrian's mast famons frontier work was the canstrucs
tion of the wall in northern England which sdll hears his name, hoilt 0 L
divide the Romanized Britons from the barbarians beyand (» page s86-7). '

Hadrian had a great love of Greek cultare and much of his travelling was ‘
Greece and the Flelfenized eastern provinces, He spent at least three win-

ters at Athens, endowing the city with a Hbrary, fanum and arch. Hadrian ;
also visited Egypt, ravelling np the Nile as far as Thebey, His last castern |
journey was however fram military necessity rather than tourisoy far has
plan to refound Jernsatem (destroyed by Titus in au 70) as the Roman city
of Aclia Capitolina sparked off a serions revolt amang the Jews which took
four years of ficree fighting to suppress.
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Righy: the legacy of Hadrian's
travels way be seen in the
palace which be built af Tivoli
(Titrtsr) near Rome, The past
contplex af buildings stretehed
for almost o mife. and
incorporated a variety of
arelitectural features inspired
by, aud wamed after, places be
bad visited on bis travels. The
coforraded pool smed the
Cantpies wnts podefled on o
Jamons canad i Egvpt, whike
the Sioa Poecile, or “painted
prortico™. was based on the
origieal ot Athens, There was
afse a theatre {foregrownd)
and a circsdar pavilion,
containing apartmesis,
surrousded by @ moot qd
edged Bty a semicircular
colomnnade.
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The Eastern Provinces

Above: this Strcomtury
niasdic from Dajibne, near
Antioch, displays the Hvely
nsetropofitan life of the
Rowan enst. On the far lefi 2
reclinisg wan is served by an
attendant. Past the three
figures fo Bis right is the
Ofyinpic stadivm. Beyand i,
@ man rides up o @ bath
Bause. O the far vight are the
spritegs for wibich Dapbae was
famous.

Far rvight: the temple complex
at Philae in southerst Egypu,
situgted on an island iy the

Nile, was begun under the
Pralemies ard completed
durireg the Rowan period. The
names of Augustus, Caligula
aud Clandius are recovded in
cartonches in the colonnades,
and Trajan added & kiosk in
the 2ud century. Philae
vemained a major centre for

Hre worship of Isis and Osiris
well into the Chyistian age,

seritil the onlt twas suppressed

in the 6tb century.

Right: the theatre at Bostra
was built in the Znd century
b, This Nabatean city
became the capital of the
Rosman provisee of Arabia,
aunexed by Trajan in 106,
During the reign of Severus
Alexander (222357 i became
 Raman coloniz.

e

When Rome took control of Asia Minor, the Levant and Egypt in
the Ist and 2nd centuries B¢, she acquived some of the wealthiest
territories of the Mediterranean world.

This was a region where sophisticated nrhan cnltares had been cstahlished
far cenwries. The carumon language here was Greek vather than Latin, but
bheneath the Hellenwed veneer were a myriad of older lacal traditions and
languages. These included exotic religions such as the wult of manyhreast-
ed Artemis at Ephesuns, ithe sun-warship of Heliopalis (Baalbek) and Emesa,
and the pharaonic religion af Egypt—not ta mentian the ancoruprarmising
monothewn of the Jews, who were ot ouly to be found in Judaca but also
at Alexandria and otheyr centres.

The Rowan peace allowed trade and agricnlttwe ta Bourish in this mudth
ethnic, polyglet world. Bulldings and manuments of the eaily centaries D
bear ample testimany ta the prosperity of bath individuals and commuu-
ties. The major citics of Antiach and Alexandyria each had populations raim-
bering hundreds of thausands, and even lesser ceutres such Aphradisias in
Asta Minor ar Gerasa. {Jerash) in the Levant were embelhished with theatres
and fountains,

Egypt accupied a special place in the Roman schane. The fertility given by
the annual Nile fload enabled it to produce sabstantal agicuitural surplos
cs, and grain fram Egypt was shipped each vear to Rome to feed the urban
populace. So Haportant was Egypt within the empire that Augustus farhade
any senatars fram visiting the province withaut specifie permissian from the
emperor, wha ruled it as his person-
al damain and was warshipped
there ay a pharaah,

The security of the castern
pravinees were badly affected hy the
rise of the powerful Pasian empire
during the Srd cenwry ab, hut the
imperial capital Dself was maved
from Rome ta Canstantinople in
330 and the cast cantinued w flaus-
ish while the western provinces of
Britain, Gaul and Italy ftsell went
finto decline. It was only the islamic
invasians af the 7th cenmiry which
Lrobght an end o Rowman hegemno-
ny in the regian.
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Three Eastern Cities

Ephesus under Roman rule was the
leading city of the eastern Asgean and
capital of the province of Asia. In the
early centuries AD it was extensively
rebuile with colonnaded strees, large
bathing complexes and other fine pub-
fic buildings inclnding a richly decorat
ed Hbrary, The life-blood of the city was
the thriving port, linked w the sea by a
narrow channel and o the ¢ty centre
by 4 street edged with colonnades and
Hi by oil lamps at night. Another
source of wealth was the cult of the
goddess Artemis, housed in a splendid
temple just owside the city and foous
of a lively pilprim trade.

i Abave: one of the iost striking remains of Rowtan Epbesus is ihe
o S Hbrary, BiidlE 25 @ memorial to Tiberius Julius Celsus in the early
i Zured century ab. Richly adorved with marble columauns awd
B facisgs, §t bas wiches to beld up to 12,000 serolls; Celsus
- Ieft a lepacy of 25,000 denarii to pay for their purchase.

3
ﬁ; v 3 Paul's N
Q"-m prisos r
farbowy \ | skadium
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paths -/ ;

colonnaded / /

harbour streer Sl

Ment Fion
temple of Serapis-—

library
g of Celsus

follneap.
of Traian

o
grls 7"
gyrmsium V4

oL

{ Magnesian
gate

Lelts @ Rowan capy of the eult ., om
statue of Astzmis. The mawy-
; i ; i g 500.m
g breaited représentation of the PR
Vo poddess at Epbesns was ek o 1584 ft
wisited by pilgrims,
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Abave: this mosalc of @ table setting trovides a glinspse
of the casual elegance enjoved by wealthy citizens of
Antioch i their palatial villas n the seuthern

suburk of Daprbne,

Antioch on the Orontes was the capital of
the province of Syria and a city noted for
wealth and haxuary. Its prosperity derived :
from trade and from the agriculpural g"‘“{?”‘ '
FLiTenERaTRY
produce of the adjacent pladn, notably wine |
and olive oil. Unlike many major Roman
cities it was some 1D miles from the sea, but [
it was connected by a good road 0 its own
harbour town of Seleucia, The city walls are
iestimony fo the fact that from the 3rd
ceniuyy Ab Antioch was valnerable to
Persian attack, but it remained an
nnportant centre of commerce and
governmment. The sophistication of late
Roman Antioch is best Hlustrated by the
hixurious villas of Daphne, a southern
suburl noted for s natural beauties,

Fermienis
Nymphaeum
ftheatie of Cagsar

Maunt
Silpins

0 5001m Alexandria was the second Iargest ciry of the Roman world, with a
o R population of arcund half a million pcople. Founded by

L Pharas Alexander the Great in 331 8¢, it stood at the western edge of the
/Z/ Rt ; (ghthessel  Nije Dela and was the point from which Egvptan grain was

shipped to Rome. Tt was also a thriving culunal cenwe, home
N 10 Mero, invenlor of an elementary steam furbine, and o

= e b e
i AT Phavos fslend (G ‘\

Purtus Funostus

Wik hiia Hoastaili - Pories Magmx‘\z the geographer and astronomer Clandius Prolemacus,

Fi) Leizheywe Hgrkaner - ; e l? s - :

A g N iy From the 2nd contury it hecame a major centre of

SalsinE §  damaenl i Christian theology and seat of one of the four
& poastling, ;

Patriarchs. Though a great city, Alexandria
— was not a4 peacchul one, bub was notorious
for its riots and street violence.

Righ szech of Ropan
Alexandria lies buried beneath
the nrodern city; ihis small
semi-circnlar theatre is one of
e fero buildings visible
today. Avound the rear weve
marbie colummns imported fram
ftaly. Scratehvd on the seats
ave drasiings of charioteers,

Loehe Mareotis
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Writing and Literacy

“Here ave my jokas
cureed woitlscisyns, Hiy
loves, my sorrows,
complaints and vezx-
alions; now ey style
w5 simnfie, now more
eleveted. "
Pliny the
dounger, Latters

Righa: this wall painting from
Powptpeti shotws a young
sponrai with stylus and set of
waader writing tablets

{ 1s¥ contury AD).

Below right: among the mtary
waoden writing tablets recov-
ered at the fort of Vindolanda
on the northern frontier of
Rowman Britain was this invi-
tation to a bivthday party,
wHiten arowmd &8 100:
“Clandia Severs to her
Lepiding, greetings.

i send you a warm imvitation
1o come fo us of Septomber
$1th, for iy bisthday celebra-
tions, to make the day more
enjoyable by your presence.
Giive my greetings 10 your
Crialis. My Aclivs greets you
and your sons.

| will expect your, sister.
Farewel] sister, my dearest
soul, as I hope to prosper, and
grectings.”

Sulpicia Lepiding wwas the
wife of the garrison commam-
der. Her friend’s gresting at
the end of the letter is the
earliest knentm writing in
Latin by a woman.
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Writing was a key feature of Roman society: in monumental
inscriptions, literary works, personal lelters and bureaucratic
records—even as graffiti on the walls.

M | ¥ e, ek e

How many Romans could read or write for themselves is rather a ditficult
question, The wealthy were taught these skills by a private teacher as part of
their ehildhood education. The less privileged had o rely on other means
of learning, persuading a friend or relative to teach them, or {in towns and
cities) attending a school, Education was rarely free, but it seems that even
among the poor there wore some who could read and write, High-{lown
prose and artful rhetoric may have been the preserve of a small elite, but

Ahove: fi Romas hrarvies,
the sorolfs were stoved in
pigeonboles; & smalf pavch-
ment labiel was fixed to the
erd of each scroll. This
engraving was made from o
carving found in the 17th cen-
iury af Newmagesn near Trier,
but subsequently lost.

Abaove rights this Ird-century
papyrus from Oxyrfrynchus in
Egyprt prresevves an epitome of
the Roman bistorian Livy

(59 me—-aAD 17} Many ancient
works bave survived only as
epitonnes (abridgoments). Livy
wrote 142 books of bistory; of
these, 35 survive intact, many
of the vest as epitarnes.

Below: muasy citfes of the
highly-literate eastern
provinces bad five pafilic
tibraries, The Emperer
Hadrian, an art-lover with o
strusyg interest in Greek
cusfture, bad this lbvary buift
at Athens after Is visit in

ARy 124,

PART BE THE IMPERIAL PEACY,
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the everyday writing of workimen’s accounts or siaple letters was relatively
widespread, at least among the urban populace, as was the ability to read
public posters and inscriptions.

Several different materials were used for written documents. In the east, and
even in Ialy, papyros was widely employed, This was made from the pith of
an Egyptian marsh plant, pounded in layers to make @ form of paper which
could then be written on in ink. Several papyrus documents of the Roman
pertod have been preserved in the dry sands of Egypy. They include the old-
est surviving gospel fragment, part of 8t John's gospel, written probably in
the 2nd century 4D, An alernative to papyrus where that was cither unavail-
able or too expensive was parchiment or vellur, made from the skins of catr
the, sheep and goats, Wooden sivlus wblets, with & recessed surface covered
in coloured wax, were another possibility, Here the written message was
inscribed in the wax using a bronze or fron stylus. Stylus tablets could be re-
used by smoothing out the wax ready to recelve a new message {as scratches
on the underlying wood often reveal) but were not only for temporary writ
ings but for wills and legal contracts,

Wooden leaf tablets (thin sheets of wood) were also written on in ink. They
were s¢ thin that they could be folded, and an address written on the ovter
face. Altermatively, they could be tied together at the edges in a concertina-
like arrangement. Parchment and papyrus docwments during the early
Roman period {as in classical Greece) were stored mainly in the form of
rolls, up o 16 feet (5 m) long, cccastonally with rollers at
either end. They could be kept in boxes or on shelves, but
were clumsy and cambersomne for easy reference, A major
mnovation (though one which was slow to cateh on} was the
mmvention of the book or codex, in which leaves of parch-
ment were bound together down one edge. Books made
their first appearance in the 2nd century Ap, mainly for
Christian texts, but it was not uniil the 4th centary that they
carng into general use,

Righ: peirs of reed and metal
fhronze o fron] were used

o write on papyris or
vellun, Ink, wade
from a solution of
sgob and water, was..
kept i efegant | 9
istlaid bronge
inkpots,
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Most inhabiyants of the empire survived, as they had always
done, on the preduce of thair local area. The
exception was the rich, who used their wealth
1o purchase exoric Inxuries. These included
sitks from Ching, incense from Arabla and Burdlgala
spices from Southeast Asia. Sume of these
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THEE PENGUIN FESTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROMLE

The Roman Amphitheatre

] chanced o stofr
in at o swdday
show, expecting

Jun, wil, and some
veloxation. . §t was
Jusi the veverse. ..
the morning men
are thrown to the
lions and the bears,
at nogn they we
throwmn to their Sfrein
Bl ham!
Lash hom! Burn
him! . And when
the show stops for

it

talors.

The Roman passion for gladiatorial games led to the construction
of vast amphitheatres. Their imprressive ruins can still be seen
across Eurape and North Africa.

The games played a major part in Roman lifc, espedally in ltaly and the
western provinces, where they were the scene for frequent and often bloody
displays. The most familiar are the contests between gladiators, rained
fighters not nnlike the boxers of today, but armed in much deadlier faghion
with net and wident {the refiarius} or sword, shicld and helmet {the secutor).

These were the classic combatants, but there were other kinds of gladiator,

often heavily armonred. Not all those taking part were w ained or prepared.

Criminak condemned to death—inchiding Christians on oceasion—were
semnetimes compelled to fight each other or exposed naked to wild animmals
in e arena. Thousands of amimals perished in these spectacles—as many
as 11,000 in the great games held by Trajan in 107, Most elaborate of all
were the seafights, fought (i we may believe ity in flooded amphitheaues
of on special Takes built for the purpose,

The violence of Roman games has troubled many modern—and some
ancient—connmentators, but it does not mean that the Roman spectators
were any more bloodthirsy than modern viewers of violent filmg and elevi-
sion scries. This was violence at a distance, in a carefully controlled contest,
Gladiatorial combats were eventnally banned by the Kmperor Honorius
(395423} but the padition of the Roman games lives on in the bulifights
of Spain and Southern France,

PART HE THE IMPERIAL PEACE

Left: lions, bears, leopards,
twolves and even astriches
weve trupped and fransported
from far afield for the games,
Some were set against
wnarmed prisoners, others
wsedd iz stage-sranaged s
invotuing elaborate scenery
ircading veal trees. This
mosaie, from Moknine in
Funisia, shaws a leopard
being killed i1 the arena,
wisile the performers’ pay is
Brought in.

Left: the biggest af all the
arenas was the Colossgum at
Rame. Begun by the Emperor
Vespasian {ab 69-73 and
contpleted fn an 80 by his son
Titus (AD 79-81], iF conld
bold as may as S0,000
spectators. The 76 entrances
and 160 passages allowoed the
endive andience to sedt
themselves within fen mimdes.
and the stands were originally
covered by an adjustabie
IS arning.

Amphitheatres and
the animal trade
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Roman Spain
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Above: pottery comtainers
{amphborae) for transporting
Sperrish wwine, olive off and
fish sauce bave been found all
around the shores of the
western Mediterranean. They
forer one of the main
compronents of the rubbish
momneds bebind the waterfront
a4t Rowme and some, with
manufacturers’ marks from
Spain, bave been found as far
aficld as Wroxeter i Britain
and Heddernheim in
Germtany.

The therian peninsula was one of the most prosperous regions of
the Roman Empire, with great cities and a thriving export trade,

The peninsula was divided inw three separate pravinces: Lushania in the
west, Bactica In the south, and Tarracenensis in the cast and north. The
Roman conquest was  long drawn-out affair, beginning in 206 8¢ with the
capture af Carthaginian possessions in the south (v pages 24-5} and ending
with the crushing of the Jast resistance in the northwest in 19 Be. By this
time, the southern region of Spain was thoroughly Romanized. A network
of roads connected its towns and cilies, crossing the major rivers on fine
stone bridges such as the one that spans the Tagns at Alcantara, Several
Iberian cities, including Emerita Angnsta (Ménda), Corduba (Cordoba),
Fispalis (Seville) and Carthage Nave {Carlagena), were substantial places
with all the trappings of wbanized Roman hife; at Meérida, the 2nd-century
theatre, with ity impressive porticoed stage-dront (scaenae frons), survives and
is sl nsed for theatrical productions.

AL the end of the Ist cenbary, Spain provided the first Roman emperor of
provincial origin in the person of Trajan (v, 98-117}, born probably at
fralica near modern Seville. Trajan’s suceessor Hadvian (7. 117-138) was
also of Spanish origin, Families sach as those of Trajan and Hadvian drew
much of their wealth from the agricoltural produce of southern Spain, par-
fcadarly from the export of wine and olive oil. Spain was also an exporter of
the highly-prized fish sance known as gerwm, which was pracessed in facto-
rigs along the sonthern coast. The most obviously profinable of Roman
Spain’s resources, however, were  its metals: gold in the northwest, copper
and silver 1 the southwest. In the Rio Tinto area remains of the screw
purnps and water wheels used to drain the deep workings sull survive, pro-
viding vivid evidence of Roman hydrantic capabilities (% pages 128-9).

HRoran Spain,
¢ Ind AD
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Right: the agueduct at Segovia
wtas profably built duving the
reign of Trajan, The great
arches that tower 128 ft

{39 meetres] over the city are
frest the fiual section of 2
srtereonyse that starts in the
Fitls 160 miles (16 km} away.
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Guarding the Frontiers

Above: @ strofch of Hadriga's
soall. In the forepromnnd is a
fnrret, which would bave
been used for observation and
defance. Vhe wooden
sufrerstructure s based on the
turrets depicted on Trajan's
Cobunit at Rome. In the
distance is a milocasile
mere substantial defence with
harrack acconmodation.
There were two turvets
between eack milecastle,

86

The peace and prosperity of the empire depended on the defence of
i#s frontiers, which were guarded by forts, watchtowers and
ramprarts.

Undl the middle decades of the Srd century, Rome had no mobile {icld
army held in reserve, and military units were concentrated in camps and
forts along the frontiers. [t was the defence of these fronticrs which gave the
provinces the seanity which allowed their ceconomies 1o Hourish and pro-
vide taxes for the Imperial treasury. Not surprisingly, then, maintatning and
strengthening the froniters was a major preoceapation of government, At
first this was achieved by building a chain of forts and watch-towers lnked
by a military road to allow the rapid deployment of troops. Under Hadrian

=it (F17-38), however, cracial sections of the frontier
began to be fortified in more substantial man-
ner by the building of a continuous rampart
(or wall. The most famous and claborate
is Madrian's Wall, the Y0mnile {112k
stone wall running from the mouth of
the River Tyne to the Solway Fstpary,
and extended down the Cambrian coast
by forts and watchiowers. In itz
ceniral section Hadrian's Wall
NG across rugged terrain, and
substantial streiches of the wall
awd its forts, milecastles and mr-
rets can sl be scen,

On the European mainland
there was generally no need for
such a coubinuons barrier, since

\ 5 NP
A ) L 'S
| 0 R = ‘Castra Explaracum
e 3 P s : £S5 .éNarberby ¥
i
[ = W
. : Maia
ftunage Aesi
Eodfuny Figp 7 ol i
Sotway Firth i u | Camnbogianna
< % w0 | Caztlests
i b Fa
e
S
A i
G fdna s
Br_a..‘c?.)o;e \\' Stani)
/B 3y - Ny s
i hofil N L=
f ; \ =
i = | bt =
& | | \
E
Alea G
Marypol g = N
3 \
i3 ) \ 1
a Caarmote W Y

& |
|

= ) I- .I_'?

Voreda | 2
Ot Penrith

} &
Fanui Cocidii | |

/ Aquilleizo. Tisste
R 1 1+
fpo—p — & N
hitrovies THags " T
ip " Viminaciu
i‘..é ¥ Dalmatia l KO"‘:T',MG.C
o 4| Maesia
B0 s \ | 3 :
e 1! | Faus
ik - _?? e \ N i
500 == = 7 Nk b
. = Prievalitana i R \( Haemimontus
< = | A Adrianople
m | 2 N Balid Abdinag
- = o ilippopolis
e 2 | il ~tElibe i
\ | | 2 e I/Hadrian’s Wall in the Znd century
425 =
\E Al B I-. . e wall o F?J': aimftsdonsri 4
o | \ @ fort after wal was built
—| |2 7 i . GELDOSE or
| [_ 11 % \ soun  miecastes & back-up fart
b :, \ et & watchtower Romar road
Maor] & / O Cllurnum €}
TP H D
[ Cm-«:«gyilf -I f_\_cﬂsrca Yindolanda ey s
& Great CHEsirholin - Germanicus
| Chesrass Santh Funt .- 4
| Corstop'rtum{? s Novih
Corbridge e Y e

PART HE THE IMPERIAL FEACE

the frontier ran along the Rhine and the Danube, which themselves formed
a sufficient obstacle. Forts, camps and watchiowers were bl along their
banks, and a srrong frontier-work was constructed between the wpper reach-
s of the wo rivers. New frontier defences continmaed to be buil during the
late Roman period. especially along the Danube where pressure from the
north was ntense, These include a sevies of boundary earthworks, the
Pevil’s Dykes and Brazela i Novac dn Nord, built by Constantine {30637
o protect tributary peoples beyond the Danube from the Goths,
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THE PENGUIN FISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

IV: The Troubled Century

858

The century following the death of Commedus was marked by a
remarkable series of shifts in Roman fortunes, greater than the
empire had ever experienced before. A period of firm government
by the early Severans was followed by a gradual decline of ceniral
authority. Coupled with the appearance of more powerful enemies
on the imperial frontiers, this led to a crisis in the security and
stability of the empire which lasted throughout the middle decades
of the 3rd century. Riven by internal faction and assailed by
foreign enemies, the empire broke up into a number of regional
powers. For a moment it looked as though all was lost, us though
the Boman empire was of an end. But a series of capable military
emperors managed to restore the position during the course of the
270s, laying the groundwork for the major reorganization

: A . . . Righu: the Emperor Septintins
undertaken by Diocletian after his accession in 284.

Severus (1.393-211}, with fds
wife Julia Domna and their
sosts Caracalle and Geta,
Severus left the empire to bis
trea soms, bt i 212
Caracalla murdered bis
brother, Thousands of Gete's
sieprpariers were also killed,

The murder of Commodus on New Year's Eve 192 brought to an cad the
Antonine age, but while Commadus himself had been unpopular with both
the Senate and the practorian guard, his dermise did not at once usher in
peace. The assassing, with the support of the Senate, made the elderly b crttes emtoshed and bie
Pertinax emperor. He was a respected statesroan and distinguished military portsaitsincluding this
commander, bul he o lacked the support of the prastorians and was mur- one—defaced,
dered by clements of the guard in March 193,

This marks the high point of practorian fortunes; never again were they to
exercise such power at Rome, Their immediate move was to offer the post
tion of emperor 1o the person who would pay them the most money, and
the choice thus fell upon the wealthy but ineffectual Didius Julianus. He
had no support i the provinces, and the frontier legions soon began to
declare for their own candidates: Pescennius Niger in the east, Clodius
Albinus in Britain, Septimios Severus on the Danube. Severus was the even-
tual winner, largely by being bolder and more ruthless than his competitors,
He marched on Rome and easily disposed of Didius Julianus, but had hard
fighting to do before he overcame Pescennius Niger and Clodius Albinus. Ti
was not untit 197, over four years after Commeodus's death, that Severus had
undisputed rule over the whole empire,

With one short break, members of the Severan family were to govern Rome
for more than 40 years. This marks a further step in the growing impor-
tance of the provincials, especially those from the African and easten
provinces. Severus himself was born at Lepcis Magna in Cyrenaica {modern
Libyay. His rival Clodius Albinus came from Hadrumetam {Sousse} in mod-
ern Tunisia. By this fime, a Jarge proportion of the senators at Rome were
of African origin, Most of them in fact supported Albinus rather than
Severus, which caused Severus to instigate a purge of 20 senators once he
had defeated Albinus, Severus's African origins were plain for all to hear in
his Altican accent, which he never lost.

To African was mixed a Syrian elernent, since Severus was married to Jula
Domna, danghter of the High Priest of the sun-god Elagabal at Emesa
{modern Homs). Thus Caracalla (211-17), Severuy's successor, was half
African, half Syrian, and he in torn was succeeded after a brief interlude by

PART IV THE TROUBLED CENTURY

et

-

his mother's sister’s grandchildren Marcus Aureliug (Flagabalngy {218-22)
and Alexander Severus (222-35), both of whont were pure Syrian.

The Ewpire under the Severans

Septimins Severus relied heavily on the support of the army both to bring
him to power and o retain it He naturally paid particalar attention o mili-
tary matiers, waging a series of wars, raising new legions and improving the
soldiers” pay and conditions for the first time since Domitian a century earli-
er. Legionaries were now allowed o marry and o Hve with their wives and
families in dvilian accommodation outside the military camps,

His major wars against foreign enemies were in Britain and the east. Severus
fought two separate campaigns againgt the Parthians, in 190 and 197-8, and
created two new imperial provinces (Mesopotamia and Osthoene} in the
Parthian borderlands beyond the Euphrates. These were the first significant
additions to the empire since Trajan’s conquest of Dacia some 99 years
before. The war in Britain came near the end of the reign, and was nothing
Jess than an atternapt to revive the plan of conquering the whole of Scotland.
Neither this nor the Parthian wars may be considered to have been a strate-
gic necessity, though they brought booty and glory to the army. One further
objective of the British war, we are told, was to remove Severus's trouble-
some sons from the hothouse politics of Rome.

Another ares where Septimius Severus look serious military action was
North Africa, his home territory, Lepcis Magna received a suite of impres-
stve new public buildings befitting the birthplace of an emperor. Severus
also campaigned against the desert nomads and ordered the construction of
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Right: the practorian grard,
sheem bere in g relief carvtng
fivin Roime, weve the elite
bodyguard of the entperars,

They reached the beight of

thedr ey and influesce in
193 when, after assassinating
the Emperor Pertinax, they
put Hhe emprive ulr for sale fo
the fighest bidder

i

a new systemn of voads and fores which pushed the frontier significantly fur-
ther 10 the south, He also created the new province of Numidia. The impor-
tance of Africa went well beyond s close links with the imperial family. b
continued to be one of the most prosperous provinees of the empire, pro-
ducing huge quantities of ol from vast olive groves, and continuing to be a
major supphier of grain for the city of Rome. The economic success of the
African provinces is amply demonstrated by great building projects of the
2 and early Brd centuries, such as the amphitheatre at E] Diem.

In Italy, on the other hand, the Severan period was characterized by contin-
uing economic decline. Politically, Halians were becoming steadily less
important as provincials took more and more of the key positions. The
influence of the Senale, too, was falling, as members of the equestrian order
{many of them as wealthy as senators, but distinguished from them by being

-non-politicaly were given plum commands. The realities of power were

reflected by Severus's stationing of one of his three new legions in italy, as if
it were just another province. The legion was based at Albanum, a mere 20
miles from Rome, as a visible proof of the emperor’s authority over Senate
and capital,

Right: Septismius Severus came
front Lepeis Magna in
Fripolitana, o region thewn at
the zenith of prosperity. The
sorree of this wealth was the
agricnltural produce of the
farming villas and their
stirroustding estates. This one,
af Llticet ine Bvzacena {modern
Tunisin), is ane of the best-
Prreserved in the Roman
workd.

PART IV THE TROUDBLED CENTURY

Rome iself, however, was neither neglected by the Severans nor abandoned
as an imnerial residence. Quite the contrary. Severus added a new wing to
the Palatine palace, a trinmphal arch in the Forum, and may have begon
consiruction of the baths named after his son Caracalla, The later Severans
also huilt at Rome, Elagabalus, for instance, erccting an enormous temple
on the Palatine to the sun god he worshipped.

The Severan Succession

Septimius Severus died at York in 211 and was followed by his sons Marcus
Artoninus {nicknamed Caracalla after his favourite type of cloak) and Geta,
The wo were constanily at odds with cach other, and though each built up
a substandal following at Rome, it was Caracalia who eventually won the
struggle, having Gera murdered after only a few months of joint rule.
Caracalla spent the rest of his reign on a grand tour of the eastern
provinces. The notoriety he gained by murdering his brother was reinforced
by his unexplained massacre of the voung male population of Alexandria
when he visited the city in 215, Like his father. he increased the pay of the
solciers, on whom he depended, and like him too he mounted a major war
against the Parthians, The first foray, in 216, was an ungualified success, so
Far as it went, though by early the following vear the Parthians had
regrouped and were poised for a major counter-offensive. Caracallz did not
Hve w face the threat, smce he was murdered by one of his bodyguard, a
mian with a private grievance, in spring 217,

He left two great monuments to Rds fiveyear relgn, one physical, the other
constitutional, The physical monument was the enormous Baths of
Caracalla, the greatest of Roman bating complexes, which was dedicated
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Right: Dougea, i modern.
Funisia, was oite of the
flaurishing Rowmasn cities of

Nerth Africa, B grand public

baetfedings inchuded the
sapitol—a temple of the
Capitoline triad of deities,
Jupsiter, Juno and NMinerva,
This was dedicated in

A} 166, and the pediment
seulpiure depicis the
apothensis of the Emperor

Antoninns PMus, who had died
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fire vears eariier,

in 216 but further added to during the 220s. The constitutional reform for
which he is best known is the granting in 212 of Roman citizenship to all
the free male inhabitanis of the empire. It was not as radical a move as it
seermed, Many provincials already possessed Roman citizenship through
grants by carlicr emperors. It did remove a major constitutional distinetion
between Ialians and non-lalians, but the important difference bn law was
now that between rich and poor, hanestiores and huwmilfioves,

Caracalla was succeeded by another Altican emperor, Macrinus, a Moor
who had frained as 2 hawyer and then jolned the army in search of better
prospects. Fle was an innovation in one hmportant respect, being the first
nof-senator 10 become emmperor. Bul he did not veign for long, He failed 1o
defeat the Parthian connterattack in 217 and was forced o scek a hwmiliae
ing peace. Then, carly the following year, the Syrian legions restored the
Severan family to power in the person of Caracalla’s niece’s son Elagabalus,

Elagabalus was only 14 vears old at the time, and real power rested with his
mother and grandmother, both Syrian princesses, the latter of them the sis-
ter of Severus’s empress Rulia Domna, While they and their officials ran the
business of government, Elagabalus devoted himself to his role as hereditay
High Priest of the sun god of Emesa. The sacred black stone of Emesa, syin-
hol of the god, was brought to Rome and installed in a special tomple on
the Palatine. Elagabahus hirmself engaged in exotic rituals and strange sexual
practices in the service of his god. When these became such an embarrass-
ment that they posed a threat to the regime, he was done away with and hig
more acceptable {though stll very young) cousin Severus Alexander made
emnperor in his place.

PART IV: THIL TROUBLED CENTHRY

It was during the weak reign of Severus Alexander that the first signs
emerged of the sericus external pressures which were o bring the empire
almost to s koees in the decades 1o come. One of the most important of
these cvents was the establishment of a new hnperial power on the eastern
frontier Since the last centuries BC the Near East bevond the limits of
Roman rule had been dominated by the empire of the Parthians. In AD 296,
the last Parthian king, Artabanus V, was overthrown by one of his vassals, the
Persian ruler Ardashir. In the 6th century BC the Persians had conquerced
the lands around the East Medbterranean, inclading Asiz Minor and Egype,
and Ardashir in a show of bravado now ladd chabm to these former territo-
ries, In 230 he invaded Roman territory. forcing the unwariike Severus
Alexander to stage a powerful counter-attack. It was enongh to halt Ardashir
in his tracks, bt failed to win any great victories. When two vears Inter (855}
Alexander preferred do a deal with the Germans on the Rhine frontier
rather than fight them, bis soldiers decided they had had enough. They
murdered Alexander and his mother, and prochaimed as emperor one of
their own cormmanders, Maximinus the Thracian,

The Slide towards Crisis

The army had always been a major power-broker in the imperial game, but
the policies of the Severans and thelr rejection of senatorial auvthority had
made the offtce of emperor more dependent on the military than ever
hefore. The relationship became even doser during the middle decades of
the 3rd century. when the continual threal of forelgn invasion made control
of the army and military competence the essental prerequisites for a sue-
cessful veign. The Roman empire was now clearly on the defensive Those
emperors who failed met a speedy and violent end.

The drift towards mlitary avtocracy is well represented by Severus
Alexander’s successor Maxtminus. He was neither senator nor equestrian,
but an ordinary soldier whe had risen through the ranks. Faced with the
threat of German invasion, he spent most of his reign on the Rhine and the
Danube, and ignored Rome entively. His place was with the army, not cowrt
tng polisicians in the capital. His only visit wo Ttaly & emperor was at the end
of his retgn, when the Senate put up wo of their own candidates o oppose
him, Even on {hat oceasion he didn’t reach Rome. but was murdered while
besieging the rebellions city of Aquilein {ar the head of the Adriatic) in
April 238

The emperors who ruled Rome {rom Philip the Arab (2449 1o Gallienus
{25368} presided over a siation of increasing crisis. The milltry struggle
was made all the more difficult by the need o defend several fronters
simubtaneocusly. In the west, a German confederation known as the
Alenwanmi threatencd the Riine and Upper Danube, On the Jower Danube,
the principal enety was the Goths (another Germanic people, recently set-
tled in the Ukraine}. In the east, the Perdans under a new aggressive rider
Shapur §, mounted periodic invastons of Syria and adjacent provinces, The
nadir was reached in 260, In that year, the Emperor Valerian was captured
by the Persians and ended his days in captivity. No longer able 10 control
the east, his son Gallienus was foreed to rely on help from the rulers of
Palemyra, who used their position to establish a quasHindependent state. At
the same time the western provinces broke away 1o form a separate Gallic
empire, and the runcated body of the cenpral cmpire was alflicted by a rash
of pretenders,
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Above: the ecanomic collapse
of the mid-Ird century led, 1
the Western provinces, o g
profiferatioe of imitations of
the official Roman cotnage.
Yhese are often browns as
“harbarous radiates” on
aceonnt of their crude style
aned the radiate crown wiich
is the most prontizent feature
of the design. They do nor
appeas to bave beews forgeries
i the sense of coins titesded
tes deceive—wmany are foy
smaller than their Romtan pro-
atypes—and are probably the
result of focal fmitiatives to
provide small change, suitable
for sveryday transactions, that
the state was unable oy
sinwilling fo suppiy.

Against all expectations, the empire was stowly put w rightsiby
a series of soldier-wmperors of Balkan origin, reforred to as
the Hiyrian emperors. Clasding 11 {268-70) defeated the
Goihs, Aurclian (278-75} suppressed the breakway
Palmyrene and Gallic realms and reunited the copire as
a smgle onit. Carus (282-3) wirned the mbles on the
Perstans by invading Mesopotamia and sacking the
tmportant city of Gtesiphon, But the Roman empire
did not escape from tis ordeal unscathed, Lage areas
suffered invasion and destruction, and thoere was wide-
spread ccononic dislocation,

Saints and Martyrs

Chrisuanity was by no means a new redigion in the 3rd century, bt
began ar this thne o feature incrcasingly prominently in the affairs of the
erpire. The first great Christian perscoution was that ordered by the
emperor Decins in 260, Christians inamred official displeasure {along with
Jews} because they refused 0 offer raditional pagan sacrifice lor the wel
fare of compire and cmperors. But Jewish beliefs were tolerated, whereas
Christians were parscented, ostensibly on the charge of “athdsm”™. We hear
of famous public margrdoms from the Znd century onwards: ol the slave-

girl Blandling and her colleagucs in the amphitheatre at Lyons in 177, or of
Perpetuna and Felicity at Carthage in 203, to celebrate the birthday of

Severus's son Geta. The persecution of 250, however, was on an altogether
dillerent scade, and was lollowed by a scoond imperial edics in 287, forbid-
ding public worship, and a third in 258 which was dirccted against Church
leaders and Church property.

Yet despite these persecntons (which were enforced 10 differing degrees in
different provinces) Christianity continued to win new converts, and the
deaths of martyrs, althongh a dewrrent, added a ouch of heroic hasire,
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Below: Portehester Castle
reear Portsmranth is the best-
preserved of the chain of
coastal forts built on both
sides of the English Chanuel
int the lote 3rd and carly dth
centuries. The rounded
frrojecting tonvers ave Ivpical
of fater Roman wilitary
architecture. In the

4th century this and the

other constal forts were
placed under the command of
@ single militery officer, the
coines Htorls Saxonmei—Conmnt
of the Saxon Shove—whose
Jolr was to protect eastery
Britain from the activities of
Saxon pirates.
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Persecution was suspended in 260, an admission of fathae on the part of the
authoritics, and for the next 48 years the Christians were left in peace,
Christianity was by now recognized 10 be more than just another Oricnal
cult, but it was stll very much 2 minoriy rehigion in the empire as a whole,

The attempts (o stamp it ont were harsh and violent, invoking prison, -

wre and death, but they mmst be jndged in the context of the 3rd century
crisis. Christianity could all too casily be seen as yet another {orce for divis
ston in a realm which the cmoperors were fighting desperawly to hold
together. Few conld have predicied that, within a centary, it wonld have
become the official state religion.
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Clodins Albimps felow) was

The Year of the Six Emperors —

Above: the eventui victor of s e ¢
she civil wars of 193-7 was  anly a brief pause 1o settde affairs in rhe capital, he then marched east ta

Septimins Severss  ponfrant Niger. His army crassed the Sea of Marmara and defeated Niger's

{T.193-211}. Born at Lepeis
Magna in North Africa, be

Pannonia when proclaimed  where Alexander the Great had defeated the Persians 500 years carlier
etpreror by bis troops. This -
porirait appears on s Niger fled ta Antiaeh, wheve he was captored and killed. Severns spent ‘

semcriins struck later in bis 4 fow months consolidating his hold an the castern pravinees and

Severns granted bim the tithe
Caesar in 193, but when
Albrisus was proclaimed

The assassination of Commoduy shattered the political stability _ Avsgustus by fis troops in 195,
af the preceding century and plunged the empire into civil war. war hetween the bue emperors
f P & Ty plung P was ineritable. Albinus sef up
3 s govermnent ot Lyen,
‘The blaedthirsty eceentricities of the Ervperar Commodus {180-92) made capitef of Gatlia Lugdusiensis
him wnpapular with aristacracy and caurt officials atike, and e was cventu- and one of the great cities of
it dered fhe hast o £ 199 His success as the Prefect of B g the Rowan west {right, the
ally murdered an the last day a 192, His successar was the Prefect of Rome, theatrel. After bis defeat by
Pertinax, It he tao was assassinated just three months lawer. Power then Severus fust ontside the city
passed 10 a rich senatar called Didius Juliarus in retirn for a bnge hrihe © early in 197, Alhinns

i . . . . . commitied suicide,
the practarian guard. The commanders of the frontier arnmies were unwill b g

ing ta accept this state of affairs, and in April 193 twa rival emperars were
praclamned: Pescennius Niger in the cast and Septimius Severns on the
Danuhe. Severus marched quickly on Rome and averthvew Julianns, After

farces at Cyzicus and Nicaca. They pressed forward through Asia Minor,
was prefect of Upper  OVerwhelming Niger in a final, decisive encaunter at Issus, the same spat
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reagh. monnting a short campaign against the Parthians ( pages 98-9). .'} o {} The wars of succession, AD 1937
Before retnrning to Rome he went to canfront another vival: o T A:b"f&‘; ic ip:"‘- : s Roman frontier S Clodius Albkus, 196 |-
Cladius Albinus, the governor of Brizain, Alhinms and Severus had .\ ronk of Gdesar, |89 Apr 193 Septimius Sevorus: |:| ;;i"é::ﬁ:;ﬁ‘;r
hecame allies in 193, bt by the end of 195 they were apenly hostile, } Dec:195)  |Septimius Severus “# march on Rome, 193

and war brake aut the following year. Albinus had the army of

Britain at his command, but fatled ta win over the pawerful German
legions. Severus defeated him auiside Lyon in Febrauary 197, bringing an
end to faur years of ¢ivil unrest.
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The Parthian Wars

Above: a contamprorary
povtrait bust of the Emperor
Caraecalla (r. 211-17). On the
death of Septimins Severus,
Caracalla inberited the throne
jointly with bis brother Geta,
But promptly nuerdered Bim.
Caracalla’s reputation for
crieliy was increased by bis
wrexplained massacre of the
youny wen of Alexandvia in

Civil strife among Rome’s eastern rivals, the Parthians, allowed
the emperors Severus and Caracalla to expand their territory.

Rome’s eastern fronticr ran up against the empire of the Parthians, who
had progressively taken control of fran and Mesopotamia in the final cen-
turies Be. They had inflicted a crnshing defeat on the Roman general
Crassus at Carrbae in B3 B, and had inflicted heavy casuahies on Mark
Antony's retreating army in 36 BC. By the 2nd century ap, however, they
were no longer the force they had been. Trajan successfully invaded
Mesopotarsia in 114, and bricfly controlled the whole conntry. Half a centue
ry later, during the joint reign of Marcus Aurelivs and Lacins Verus, the
Romans invaded again and sacked Ctesiphon, the Parthian capital of
Mesopotamia.

During the reign of Septimius Severws {198-211} the Parthian reabm was
riven by nternal political divisions and proved even easier prey. Severus
conducted a short campaign in northera Mesopotantia in 195 to punish the
Parthdans for supporting his vival Pesceniins Niger (& pages 96-97). Nisibis
was captured, and a new Roman province of Osrhoene established. Two
years Jater he was back again, sacking Ctesiphon for the second time in 50
years and taking a further chunk of Parthdan territory to fonn the Roman

the spring of 216, province of Mesopotunia.
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“[Severus]
constructed boats on
the Euphrates and
proceeded forward
partly by sailing and
partly by marching
along the river
Latey, wpon
capturing Clesiphon,
he permitted the
soldiers to plunder
the entire city, and
he slew a vast
number of people,
besides taking as
Mmany as a huendred
thousand captives,”
Cassius Dio,
Roman History
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Below: Dura Exvapus, on the
west bank of the Euphrates,
ses copriveved by the Rowmans
i 165 and became a stralegic
fromtiev toum. The citadel
seyved as both an inner vefuge
and a5 @ strongpoing
controlling ihe viver traffic.

The next major developrent came under Severus’s son and $Ccesser
Caracalla {211-17}. Caracalla spent rouch of his reign travelling through
the eastern provinces. His main objective was & furtber fnvasion of Parthia,
which he began in 216 with a surprise attack on Arbela in Meadia, beyond
the River Tigris. Although the Panbians were vel again weakened by rival
claimants to the throne. they strack back in 217 and forced the Romans o
come to terms. By that time, however. Caracalla was dead, murdered on the
road from Edessa to Carrhae.
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THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

The City of Rome under the Severans

As capital of a great empire, the city of Rome was the site of
massive building projects in the first three centuries AD.

Among the mos: spectacalar were a series of bathing establish-
ments, beginping with those of Trajan b best represented
wday by the remains of the Baths of Caracalla, Enrertainment
of a different kind was provided by the Colossen, the largest

amphitheatre of the Roman world, capable of scating some
A0A80 spectators (0 pages 82-5). Nearby, 1n the heart of the

chy, were the Imperial Fora, & series of temples and adminis-
trative buildings built by successive emperors o compleament

and expaud die facilities of the original Fornm Romamnn, The
emperors also alse bult for their own comfort, and Sepamius
Severus {An 19%-211) added his own palace to those of his predeces
Ahove: ibis fragment of @ SOTS o1 the Palatine Hill Imperial monuments of a different Kind were the
wmarble map of Rewe shows  temples 160 the deified enperors and the great circular imperial mausolea

part of the Aventine Hill with 11 by Aungustus and Hadrian,
the terples of DHang :

Cornificiana and Minerva.  Throughout this period Rome was unwalled, confident and secare at the
The o z‘ggsgj‘i;j;z”&d heart of a powerful cmpire. It was therefare a sign of more woubled tmes
rebuilding of the nrea round  Whent in 271 the Emperor Anrelian ordered the construction of the great
the Forum Pacis, which had  civeuit of defensive walls and gates which bears his narmc. In the following
been damaged by fire same 50 vears Rome recewved new buildings fraw Diodcetian and Coustantipe, but,
SonEIRe o 08 s NLUES by the middle of the 4th cenury the centres of power had moved clsewherc
Oﬂgﬁﬂ'ﬂ”y d\ﬁplﬁ}'&d theve i a ¥y thie 1 ¢ o e 4t (“.(3111311'; BERG CE£1IENTE O } IR 1F3 : i 4 TG

bafl near the Temple of Peace.  and the ity was in decline,
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PART IV THE TROUBLED CENTURY

2{The Palatine Hill,

c. 235 fag
Fhe tmperial palace coniplex on the Palative Hill G N
contiined resideices buill by emperors from Augustus awmwards, T

aud tons massively enlasged by Domitian {ap RI-96). I overlooked the
Circws Maxinnes, and a passageway led divectly to the imperial box, Neby lay the
private apariments of the emperar bimself, grouped arownd a small ornamental garden,

Cunrdeid by the practorian gumd (1who had their onm walled eamp on the nortbeastern edge of the citys, the Palatine
resmained the principal residence of the emperors into the 31d eestunt. By this time, the iilltop was cvowdad with
bnifdings; to make room far bis own residence, Septimins Senerus bad to build & massive vanited platform owt from
the side of the Bill. This wts partly concealed by o free-standing ornamenial fagade, the Septizoninm, ot grovmd
feel. Ou the narthwwest side of the bill, a nter Severan empteror Edagabalys 121822 added o vast temple.

Right: in the south of the city,
the Empreror Caracalla

(21 1~17) built the largest and
maosi extigaggant batbs Rowme
bad vet seen. These weve the
feisare complexes of their age,
eamplete with art gallevies,
fibraries and exereise balls,
Lavishly decorated with
marlile gid mosaies, the Baths
nf Caracalla conld bold up o
1560 peaple.
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THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATEAS OF ANCIENT ROME

Mystery Cults

“Agied yuern comes
a jrrocession/
Devoteas of the
frenzied Bellona,
e Cybels, Mother
of Gods/Led by o
giant ewnuch, the
idel of his lesser/
Companions i
shscanily, Long ago,
with a sherd,/

He sticed off his

genitals: now
netther the howling
veehile /Moy the
kettledyioms can
oudshirieh him.”
Frve

Sative Vi

Right: the god Mithras was of
Persian origin, and becane
particularly popular with the
Roman army. He was depici-
el in Bis shrines slaying the
srystic bl whose blood was
the source of life. Mithmaic
befievers sought soral purifi-
cation through undergoing
physical ovdeals.

12

The traditional Roman gods were gradually evershadowed by
Oriental “mystery” eulls and their deities: Cybele, Isis,
Mithrase—and Chrisi.

The religious beliefs of ancient Rome were mixed and varied, At their heart
Tay the traditional pantheon of Roman gods, headed by Jupiter and funo.
During the later Republic, these came increasingly to be equated with
Greek deities of shmilar function, Juno, for example, being considered the
Roman equivalent of Fera, and Diana of Artemis. The Romans also adopt-
ed a number of Greek gods, including Apollo.

The most significant newcomers in Roman religious life during the late
Republic were not however Greek gods or rituals, but culis of a more dis
tant, Griental origin. These reflected the growth of Roman political influ-
ence in the east Mediterranean; but the earliest of these introductions, the
cult of Cybele or Magna Mater, took place when the Romans had hardly set
foot cast of the Adriatic, This was in 204, during the second Punic War,
when the black stone of Cybele was brought from her sanciuary at Pessinus
in Anatolia and instaHed in a temple on the Palatineg, in obedience o a
prophecy which foretold she wounld help the Romans against Hannibal,

Gther Orienial eulis followed the introduction of Cybele to Rome. One
was that of Atargads, a fertility deity often refexred to simply as the "Syrian
goddess”. There were also Egyptian deities, notably Isis and Serapis, the lar
ter developed from the cult of the sacred Apis bulls ar Memphis. These
were brought to Rome through commercial contacts and though generally
discouraged by the state, they spread throughout the empire in the carly
centuries AD.

These cults drew their popularity from the fact that they offered their
adherents the hope of immortality and a more personal and spirital
belief than the official state religion. Each cult had its own special fea-
tures. The worship of Cybele, for example, was famous for the ritual of
taurobolivan, in which the individual stwepped down into a pit where he or
she was bathed in the blood of a bull sacrificed above them, This was
elearly a ceremony of purification, though sometimes performed on
behalf of the emperor and the state.

Right: many popular cults
erigtnated in the eastem
provinces. Viis freseo, from
the Ventprie of Conan at Durg
Ewropue fn Svria, dedicared in
AD T, shows priests, wearing
conical bats, Lghting a
sacrificial fire.

Below tights during the
cemturies of suppression,
Christians used secvet
symbfrols. Seratehed on this tile
froon Covindrm (Cirencester in
Gloncestershive) is an
apparently innocent waord
gawe: “Arepo the sower
guides the wheels carefully®
readable either vevtically or
horizontaily. But the Latin
words ave an anagyam of
Parer Noster, A ) {alfrba and
omegal. The Cirencester tite
cannct be dated aconrately,
buet a fragomtent of the same
pakindrome fas beent found on
& kate Zad-centyry amphora
shewed from the Roman fort at
Masnchester.

Below: the cult of the Syvian
sun god was introduced o
Rome in 218 by the Emperor
Efagabalus. Reintroduced by
Aurelian later in the century,
it becane: an important part
in the state religion. This
lead plague shaws the sust god
in bis chariok; a female
divinity flanked by horsenten
below and, at the base, o
Bangnet seene, Fownd in the
fosmer Yugoslavia, i2 dates
from the late 3vd or early 4th
cenrtiery wihon the cult was at
its height,

PART IV: THE TROUBLED CENTURY

"Mysteries”, sacred truths revealed only to the initlated, were a feature of
many cults, and made conversion an emotive experience, This is true of wo
other eastern religions which became widespread in the early empire:

Mithratsen and Christiandty. During the 3rd century the state
religion itself became merged with castern beliefs.

Aurelian {2705} buile & huge temple at Rome to Sol

Invictus {the Unconquered Sun} This cult re-

mained a key element of official worship uniil

the conversion of the Emperor Constan-
tine in the early 4th centary, marked the
final stage in the victory of Orlental
refigion over the taditional Roman gods
{» page 1243},

Hight: this relief from Rome
carvisg from Rowe shows an
arcligaltus, the sunach bigh
priest of the eult of Cvbele,
also krown as Magna Mater.
Wearing the vobes and mitre
of bis calling, be carries o
failethe rites involved
flagellation-—aind a vessel of
prine hernels, which were
sacved to the goddess. Avound
hise are the musical
instruments used 1o drive the
worshippers into a frenzy of
ecstatic danecing.
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Roman Africa
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The North African provinces, from the borders of Fgypt to the
Atlantic const, were among the most prosperous in the empire.

With the Sahara Desert to the south and the Mediterranean to the north,
the African provinces were fertile lands with sufficient rainfall for farming,
backed up by irrigation where necessary. Olves and cereals were the pring-
pal crops, and both were widely exported. Roman North Africa was second
only to Egypt as a supplier of grain for Rome, and such was the abundance
of olive 0il that only the poorest households were nnable to afford oil lamps
to light their homes, The great cities fay mostly in the old Carthaginian
lands of the cast. Thysdrus (Bl Djem) and Lepois Magna were prosperous
oil producess, but the greatest of all African cities was Carthage,

North Africa possessed one notable advantage over the European or
Levanline provinces of the cmpire, in that its long land frontier was less
threatened by foreign enemics and demanded comsiderably fower troops. A
system of forts and military roads was built, uonetheless, to form a protec-
tive shicld againsi nomadic raiders, and physical barriers were erected at
specially valnerabie places or across seasonal pastoral routes leading sonth
o the desert. There were occasional raids, even 50, bzt the relative seori-
iy of North Africa is shown by the fact that only a single legion was stationed
there, compared with 14 or more on the Rbhine~-Banube frontier.

Left: the splendid mosaics
from Tuista give a vivid
picture of life in Roman
Africa. Even modest bill-
tatwms conld afford mosaics
far public buildings or bonses
aof the wealthy. Many of them
deprict ruval pillas surrosnded
by trees and livestock; farms

suck as these were the af
backbone of the regron’s
econouty gid the hey to ;
Rosan Africa’s success. 2 i
’I\”l | __’Tf)"-__--
fod Caesares /S e

Chechel: é: =

Cartenna ¢ 7

7

3rd l‘.‘&!‘!tu?’}( AD on the prafits of olive ail that
- province it s able 1o build an
. ampiritheatre surpassed in size
I i prr:wmaat capital ouly by the Colossenm at
@ tegionary base Rome.
4 other centre
e Reypyvany road
& frontier fory
| frondar barrier
LU
g &
et rr
1 g o# L. Mk _n
! : 7 i .,_7;%/“[1 ] ii].nqueu T |
o / Ca e y
o Hippo Regit /s{ Ve hbfb/}
= 1T e el e le el
f N .“f_ / et TR ’“"Ne’apqii_s
| M ﬂc,']i_r‘t/( ; Dﬂ\ggap_o_ \ MNabiuh
i _--. 7 a L I A, \
L\ _ Cgpmna o ,( =N
Ve }:ICchul A o ) _\Hadru
e ” Ci|pmlh ) # N
a | _ \\‘ A -
= ﬁ . Bamugadi
' ) g%mgadg?’d ¥ Sufetula
= ./ Sbeitla
7 Lamba&sts | \'-\

éﬁudeﬂs Badtas
4 ,Wscura

= e e = et

PART IV: THE TROUBLED CENTURY

«—m{m )

- f press floer r‘r‘;? 3 Coute

61‘”“ \ & |
Lo i l
i \

20live oif extraction

The olive oil on whichk muck of Rontarx
Africa’s wealth was based was extracted
at countless farms thronghout the
proviices. This oil processing building
was excovated at Wadi uwmn el-Bagel in
madern Libya. The “arbores™ in Reom 1
beld a wondesn beam with & weight at the
other end. This was used to press the
olives. The oil would run into a task full
of water, where the sediment sank to the
botiom, The oi floated on the top and
draisned thvough a gully into a tlank. The
best oil would be ladelled into vats,
while the beavier grade oif went through
a spout to Rowwn 3, where amphorae
{storage jars) weve wailing to receive #.
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Three African Cities
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Carthage had been Rome's greal enemy during the three Punic Wars, and
was destroyed by them in 146 »o. Bowas oo good a site to be ignored, bow-
ever, and in 29 Bo the Emperor Augusius officially founded a new Roman
city of Carthage. It soon grew 10 be one of the four greatest cities of the
Roman world, alongside Alexandria, Antioch and Rome itself. The
Emperor Hadrian augmented the city’s water supply by constructing the
impressive Zaghouan agueduct in the mid-2nd century, and his successor
Antoninus Pius donated the immense Antonine baths overlooking the sea
front, Carthage became a wealthy and sophisticated metropolis, and by the
3rd ceénfury bad gained additional standing as a centre of Christianity. The
city was captured by the Vandals in 434, but remained a major centre untl
the Tth century, when it was eclipsed by the new Arab foundation of
Tunis nearby.

g

Above: the Ivpocaust piers of
the Antonine baths on the
waterfront ab Carthage. Built
on the instructions of the
Esnperoy Arntostinus Pius
between an 145 and 162, this
meagnificent baths complex
was one of Hhe lavgest outside
Raome Hself,

8 200 s
e s Timgad is one of the fnest examples of a Roman colenin, a
.4 city created specially for retired soldiers of the Thivd
library... [eastgate ma';,';i;thca Augnstan Legion who were based at Lambaesis nearby. The
o i fieh F;n‘.y wals founded in AD 100 by f)rj:ifzr of LI'_}{-: En?pl»m'or gl m A%
e forum Hs rigid geometrical plan testifies to its military origin,
‘ narth| G baths | Pvithin (he grid, space was found for a forum, theatre and
= 3_“-“'“ i A & public hatls, but other buildings such as the Capitolumn (a
I_F o B I Dt temnple to the Capitoline wiad of Jupiter, Juno and
l__i! (e e [J] - Minerva) were relegared 1o the suburbs. Colemies such as
I - —‘—__—.;'. : Qj,iffﬁ 'I‘i;;}g;.{fi were intended 1o serve as stx‘(}hragpa}irfrs for the sur-
J \Sﬁcapimi  rounding 21}1:‘3., and t.f.ic city was provided with wals from
o the start. As it grew, Thngad acguired all ihe usual ameni-
temple of ./ avch of | SeFtius ties of a prosperous Rorman ¢y, including a library and no
zhégg:;“ 5 Tragan fewer than 14 public baths, Many houses were decorated
2t A fountain ; 4
e vese with ornate floral mosalcs.
zae :
Lepreis Magna, like Cathage, was founded as @ Phoenidan

colony and only came under Roman rale in the 9nd century
aC. fis wealth derived from 2 ferile hinterland where cereals
and olives ware grown, and from the trade which passed
through #s harbour. By the early Ist centory ab the ¢y had
been farnizhed with a new forum and basifica, and a fine
theatre and market with fwin ceniral kiosks, In the early 2nd
century. Trajan and Hadrian added 3 triumphal arch and
public baths respectively. The city reached its greatest distine-
ton al the end of the century when Septimius Severus, bomn
at Lepcts, became Roman emperor He built a grand new
forum and colonnaded street, and improved the harbour
factlidies by adding warehouses and a lighthouse,

Above: the theatre at Lepeis Magna was
faeslt drr Aty 12 iy 0 Prsric nobleman
Asnobal Rofus and refurbished in the Zid
SOy,

empie of o
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THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

The Empire at Bay

“Three hundred
and tweniy
thousand {oths
have invaded
Reoman ferritory. ..
The whole republic
is fatigued and
exchanisted,”

Life of Claudius
II, from the
Historia Augusta

Belov: the Emperor Trajan
Deegins {r. 249-51), depricted
on one of the last sifver
tetradrachms issued by the
wtint af Antioch, capital of
Roman Syria. Two years afici
Drectus’s death in batile
dgainst the Goths, Anfiach
was sacked by the Persians
asd this long-vunning coin
serfes came o an end.

108

The middie of the 3rd century saw the Roman Empire threatened
by internal stvife and foreign invasions.

In the eastern provinces the main adversaries were the Goths and the
Perstans. The Goths were a Germanic people who had recently setiled
avound the northern shores of the Black Sea. From the 2405 to the 270s
they posed a contineons menace to the Balkan provinces and Agia Minor,
They defeated and killed the Emporer Decius in 251 at Abrittus, but did not |
atternpt to settle within the imperial frontier. In 258 they mounted mar-
ithne raids on Asia Minoy, and in 268 launched a combined land and sea
offensive, sacking Athens. The Pewsians had overtlirown thelr Parthian over-
lords i the 220s to establish a new emipire east of the Fuphrates. They !

Right: the capture of the
Emperor Valerian by the
Persians fn 20045
commemorated in this rock
carving at Nagsh-t Rustam,
near Persepolis. Yaleriar died
i captivity, and it was
rumaotived that bis stuffed
body was displayed as a
traphy in the Persian court.
Truee or nok, the story reflects
the bumiliation inflicted on
Rawme by the capiture of the
emeTor

staged o series of assaults on Rome’s eastern provinees
from the 230s, culminating in the greatl invasions of
253, when Antioch was sacked, and 260, when they
ook the Emperor Valerian prisoner at Edessa. In
addition to forelgn attack Valerian's son Gallicnus
{(r. 253-68) was also challenged by a succession of
rivals. Some atmed at total power, while others
formed breakaway states in the east and west.

4éBn!.an,|;|.m d

= /J linfqug[ [

Germanic peoples broke through the western fron-
tiers on several occasions, most seriously in 260 when
they invaded Ganl and raiding parties reached as far
as Tarraco in Spain. There were
major mvasions of Italy in 259,
268 and 271 The Romans
fought back snceessfully on all
fronts, however; within a few
years tlie Persians had been
drivenn back beyoud the
Tigris and the Goths
beyond the Danube. By
the end of the 270s the
empire had been reunited
and its fronticrs restored.
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THE PENGUIN FHISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME PART IV: THE TROUBLED CENTURY

The West Breaks Away ‘3

Atarmed by Rome’s failure to defend them from attack, the
western provineces break away and chosse their ouwn emperor.

Right: the city walls of Le Mans
date from the second balf of the
3rd centdury. Many cities through-
out the empive, but paviicudarly in-
the west, were surrounded by
defensive walls during this period
of izvasions and

military emergencies.

Besct by invaders on his porthern and eastern fronuers, the Emperor
Callienus (r. 25%-68) was unable to hold the empire togeiher, Many provin-
cials preferved to put their faith in regional leaders, who could be seen 1o
be defending their fronders, than in a distant and inclfecinal central
authority. The mosi successful regional raler was Postuinus, governor of
Lower Germany, whose revelt in the antumm of 260 led 1o the creation of a

q.,...-» Antonine
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The Rise and Fall of Palmyra

“tn the manner of
the Persicans

[ Zenabial vecerved
worship. . buiin
the manner of a
Boman emperor she
cone Jorth lo public
assemblies, wearing
a hebmet and girt
with o purple fillet
Her Jace was

dark. .. hier eyes were
black and powerful
. her sprivit

duvinely greal, her
heaiety tnervedible.”
The Thirty
Tyrants, from the

Historia Augusia

As Rome lost its grip on iis eastern provinces, the powerful
trading city of Palmyra assumed the leadership of the region.

Dazring the first two and a balf centuries an, the city of Palmyra operated as
a sewmi-independent power on the Fringes of Roman Syria, but its great
apportunity cane when the Persians overran the eastern provinces in 260
and caprured the Roman Emperar Valerian at Edossa (= pages 108-9).
Valerian’s son Gallienns was distracted by troubles on the northern frountier,
by the need to deal with a series of rival clainmuants, and by the secession of
the Gallic Empire, and was unable to counter the Persian threat in person.
This left the field dear for the Palmyrenes under their ruler Odenathus to
take the lead in defending the castern provinces. At firsy they operated as
allies of Gallienus, and achieved some notable successes: they recovered the
province of Mesopotamia from the Persians, and iy 266 defeated them in
fromt of their capital Cresiphon.

The greatest expansion of Palmyrene power came after Odenathus's death
in 267 Although he was nominally succeeded by his son Vaballathus, the
real power was exercised by his widow Zenobia. In 270-71 she embarked on
a prograwmme of conquest which brought Egypt and large areas of Asia
Minor under her rule. It was a shortdived triamph, however, since in 272
the Emperor Aurelian {n 270-75) launched a determined campaign to
recover the eastern provinees and destroy Zenobia’s power. He advanced
througlh Asta Minor, winning victories at Tyana, homae, and Fiesa, and
besieging Zenobia in Palmyra hwelf She was canght fleeing to Persia on a
camel, and aftey appearing in Awelian’s trivmph was allowed to retire to a
villa near Rome. The eastern provinces were brought back peacefully under
Roman control, bat the Palmyrenes had not learned their lesson, In 278
they tried to assert thelr independence once again; the revolt was put down
and the ¢ity destroyed.
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V: Restoration and Fall
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The later 3rd century was marked by a programme of recovery
and consolidation begun in the 270s but brought lo fruition in the
reign of the Emperor Diocletian. The following decades were
anavked by the firm government of Diocletian’s colleagues and
successors, culminating in the reign of Constantine, the first
Christian emperor. Thereafter, though paganism Hved on,
Christianily was the official religion of the Roman Empire, and
remained so during the declining years of Roman rule, until the
abdication of the last western emperor in 476,

The Roman world of the 4th century was very different from the empire of
the Julio-Claudians three hundred vears before. Despite the modest eastern
conquests of Diocletian, Constantine’s victories north of the Danube, and
Julan’s ambitious Persian campaign, the Roman Empire was now very
much embattled against foreign enernics, Furthermore from the middle of
the 4th century, and definitively from 395, it was divided into two halves,
each of which went its separate way,

Defence of the Realm

When Diocletian came o power in 284 it must have seemed that he was just
another Myrian army officer who would rule for a fow years and then be
murdered by the troops to make way for a successor This had been the par-
tern for the past 30 years, Even an emperor as strong and successhial as
Aurelan had fallen victing to assassination. Yet Diocletian proved himself
equal to the situation, establishing a position of power which he held for
over 20 years unal yielding not to murder. or even a natural death, but vol-
untarily abdicating to spend his last years in peaceful retirement. Given the
turbulence of recent decades, this was a remarkable aclievement.

On his accession Piocletian was faced by two major security concerns: the
security of the empire and s fronters; and the security of the imperial
office iself, The security of the empire he addressed by increasing the size
of the army, Many new legions were created, but though these were still the
welldrilled infantry units familiar from earlier periods they were often sub-
stantially smaller, some of them composed of only around 1800 men, as
opposed to the carlier BOO0. But the army as a whole was larger than it had
been in the 2nd century, and perhaps numbered as many as 400,000 men,
an ncrease of a third. In addition, Diecletian spent much effort and outlay
on the strengthening of the frontier defonees.

These measures yust have placed considerable swain on the resources of
the state, and Diocletan accompanded them by 1ax reforms which sought
to ensure that the army was regularly paid and adequately supplied. These
new taxes were paid partly in coin, but partly in kind, Hself a reflection of
the decline of the monetary cconomy which was a2 hallmark of the late
Roman period.

Mighe this missorinm, or sifver
dish, showws the Ewpreror
Theodosius {v. 37993} i aff
the stajesty with which the
Ath-century vifers of Rowue
souglt #o butiress their pawer.
The realisin of eavlier Imperial
povtraituye bas gives way to o
remote, icon-like depiction,
with wmore emphasis on the
trapprings of power—the robes
and dicdem—ihan on the
physical appearance of the
individual emperor.
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The Expression of Power

"The frequent imperial assassinations had been a destabilizing factor during
the 8rd century. THocletlan sought to counter this by introducing claborate
court ceremonial, which made the emperor remote and aloof. Henceforth,
when emperors appeared in public on stte occasions, they wore a jewelled
diaderm, jewelled shoes, and vobes of purple and gold. Subjects who wished
to approach them had o prosirate themselves at their feet and kiss the hem
of thelr robe. Gone were the days when the ermperor was stmply frinceps or
“frst cithizen”. That had always been something of a fiction, hut now the
emperor aast off all pretence and became dominus of dens, “tord and god®
Gone also were the days when the emperor pretended o nide in consubta
tion with the Senaie; he was now absolute monarch, with a council of advig-
ers appotnted by himself,

hmperial security was improved sill further by changes in the organization
of the empire. Many of the rebellions of the previous half century had been
miade possible by the fact that a provincial governor in an imporiant fron-
tter provinee had both civil and military forces at his command. This combi-

iy




THE PENGLIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

Right: the Basiltica Neva was

begten by Maxentins, who

seized power at Kome in 306,

C

bt only comapleted after
chastantine’s victory at the

Milvign bridge bronght the

e

city sender frls control,

nation made it possible for him to defy central government with little logal
opposition. Diocletian changed all that by separating civil and military
autherity. The commanders of the army no longer had civilian functions as
well; cach province had both a civil governor and a military commander or
‘dux’ The boundaries of the provinces had been redrawn once before by
Septimius Severus, Now the Severan provinces were yet further subdivided,
50 that provincial governtors controlled smaller territories and had even less
individual power. Britain, for instance, which had originally been a single
province, was divided into two by Severns, and into four by Diocletian, The
provinces in turn were grouped into 12 larger units, or dioceses, controlled
by "vicars” directly responsible to the imperial administration.

The most radical change in the position of emperor was Diocletian’s co-
option of colleagues. This arose from the recognition that the problems fac-
ing the empire {and especially the frontier threas) were 100 great to be
handled by one ruler alone, DHocletian appointed his first colleague,
Maximian, as "Caesar” (Junior emperory in 285, and promoeted him o
“Angustus” {senior emperor, on an equal footing with himselfy a vear later,
in 293, the number of emperors was increased to four by the appointment
of junior emperors in both west and east. This division of power—known as
the tetrarchy—had important consequences for the futre. It institntional-
ized the distinction between eastern and western halves of the empire,
which was (o become more firmly fixed in the cowrse of the 4ih cenrury,
and was 1o lead after BY5 1o a sitvation where the two halves operated inde-
pendently of each other.

Constantine and Christianity

Diocletian’s reforms set the pattern of imperial administration for decades
1o come, The teivarchy itself, however, soon fell victim to individual ambi-
tion, When Diocletian abdicated in 305 he forced bis senior colleague
Muaxintian 10 do so also, wd together they passed on the mantle of govern-
ment 1o thelr junior colleagues Constantiug and Galerius, who became the
new senior emperors. They in turn appointed new jurdor colleagues, so tha
the tetrarchic arrangement was continued. When Constantiug died tn 3086,
however, cracks began to show. His son, Constaniine, was recognized by the

’;actetian’s Edict an Maximum Prices, 301
B 30T the Evperor Blodetian published this
eedied it an attemnpt o check mflation, which he
atributed w “unhimited and frenzied avarice”,
Prices are ghven in denaril, but by this pesiod the
denreriats was merely an accounting unit, and not
represented by s physical cotn. s relationship o
the actual coing seruck by Diocletian and his
suecessors is stll not understood.
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westerst provinces as s father’s successor, but only
gruddgingly accepted by the other teirarchs, At about
the same tme Maxentius, son of Diocletian’s eal
league Maximian, declared himself emnperor at Rome,
and took possession of laly and North Africa. The
consequence was a series of civil wars and political set-
tdements which ended only with the overthrow of the
tewrarchy and the victory of Constantine as sole suler
in 324,

Under Constantine, the programme of administrative
and military reform continued. He was responsible for
dividing the Roman army into frontier troops and
mobile fickd units, a move which was criticized by
seane observers since they felt it weakened the fron-
tiers, Constantine himseH was a suecessiol military
cormmander, however, who won not only civil wars but
also campaigned successfully against Germans and
Goths, But his most famons innovation was not mili-
tary or administrative, it was religious: the adoption of
Christianity as the official state religion,

Christians had had a bad start 1o the 4ih certury. In
February 303 the eastern emperors Diocletian and

Above: aur infegral part of Diocletian’s reforms swas bis restoration of
@ stable currensy, Mints that bad sprusg up flrosghout the empive to
steet the emergencies of the 3rd century weve regularized, dnd wew
etes cregied. Al struck to a standard desisn, and the mint’s fritials
ot the reverse allowed wry lapse in guality to be traced to its sonrvee,
Like the crisis ntosey of the kater 3rd contsery, Diocletian’s coins wore
of bronze with a thin silver wash on the surface, but they were much
targer and more carefully made, The apgressive, bull-headed portrairs
of Diocletion and bis colleagues illustrate theiv military preoccupa-
tions and the need to impress thelr power upon the populace.

Galerius had issned an ediet ordering the destructon
of churches and seriptures. It was followed soon after
wards by other edicts, culminating in the command
that everyone must offer sacrifice to the pagan gods.
This the Christans refused to do, and they died in
their thousands in conscquence. The persecution con-
tinued in the eastern provinces undl 312, but after the
mitial onslanght it became spasmodic and haphazard
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Above: this wall painting,
from g vifla at Lullingstone in
Kent, depricts trwn Clristians
prayving with vutstretched
bands. Bt dates from the mid-
4t contury, when a sinall
voom i the villy afibears to
bave bean converied into a
chapel.

Righs: the early Gth-centnry
ehyrel of St Sergius and
Bacchus at Rasafuk, an
fnriroriant late Rovean
garrisosn Lo it Syria. The
west ened of the churel was
formed fry g pair of tewers; at
the east end, the sewi-
circsfar apse was covered

by @ half dowte.
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in nature, and never had muych
impact in the west.

It was one thing io tolerate, another
actirally Lo adopt the Christian veli
gion. Yei that was what Constantine
did, after his vietory over Maxentius
at thre Milvian bridge just north of
Romne in October 312, He claimed to
have seey a vision of the cross in the
noonlay sky shortly before the bat
tle, witlh the divine command
“Conguer by this”, Whatever the
truth, whether through policy or
personal conviction, Constantine
henceforth became a cowmmitited
Christian, He took an interventionist
lirre in the affairs of the Christian
church, presiding in person at
Church councils, while at the same
time admnitting Christian bishops Lo
his funer circle of counsellors.
Temple treasures were confiscated and used 1o fund a major programme
of church building, including the first 8t Peter’s at Rome and the chtirches
huilt over the Holy Places al Jerusalem and Bethlchetn. Paganism did not
stiddenly disappear, however, and despite edicts designed to disconrage or
prohibil pagan practices, non-Christians contineed w0 hold high positons
at court thronghont the 4th contnry.

One final feature of Constanting’s reign was the further edipse of Rome
as a centre of imperial government. Constantine hirrself had at one tme
planned to be buried there, but in 330 he dedicated 2 wew capiial at
Constantinople on the Bosphorus, This was a Christian capital, withowt
the heavy legacy of pagan temples and institalions 50 conspicuons al
Rome. It also ilhrstrated an impeortance shift in the imperial contre of
gravity, with the eastern provinces increasingly impeortant as the west
slipped into decline,

Above: sifver coins of the
later 4l centsery. As part of
kis vefora, Diocletian bad
reintrodyced coins of fine
sifoey, but they weve never
issued in very lurge guantities
aud the denontination was
soon debased, Tt was not wniil
e veign of Constantius If
{337-61) that the empire once
again bad a silvey coinage
pentiful enongh to form
regalar part of the currency.
The large wwmber of sitver
boards found in Britian.
reflects both the swccess of this
colnage and the prosperity of
the province during its las
decades of Romarn sule,
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The Successors of Constaniine

By the time Constaniine died in 337 he had divided the empire among his
three surviving sous Constantine I, Constanting I and Constans, He had
intended his step-brother’s son Flavios fulius Dalmatins to be 2 fourth
Caesar, but Constantine’s sons murdered him within six months. Next to go
was Constantine ¥, killed in haule against his brother Constans in 544,
Constans himself was killed ficeing from the usurper Magnentius in 850,
Only Constantins survived to die a natural death, in November 366, but even
he reached only 44, and he was about 1o do baule with his cousin Julian
when he was carried off by a fover.

Constaritine’s sons may have had few scruples in dealing with their rivals— or
indeed with each other—but they all claimed (o be Christian emperors.
Julian, however, was a stannch advocate of the maditional refigion, and wried
in various ways {0 turm back the clock. He removed the tax exemplion which
Constantine had given to Christian clergy, and renewed the practice of pagan
sacrifice with great enthusiasm. e provoked Christians even further by arbi-
trarily closing the Great Churel at Antioch
and threatening (0 rebuild the Temple at
Jerusalem as a counterpoise to Constantine’s
church of thre Holy Sepulchre. Actions such as
these unscitled coven mauy pagan believers,
but firlian did not survive to carry out ad his
schetnes. Hle was killed in his ambitions but
abortive Persian campaign of 363,

Julian’s saecessors were Christlans, hut it was
not yntll the fAnal years of the 4th centnry
that they began 1o take further steps to eradi-
cate pagan beliel. In 384 the regional gover-
nor Cynegins ordered the closure of wemples
in Egypt. Seven years later, the Emperor
Theodosins isstied a series of further ediess
prohibiting pagan sacrifice and withdrawing subsidies from pagan priests.
The strength of feeling against pagans drove groups of Christians—cven
monks--to attack pagan temples and synagogues. Christianity was so power-
ful that a prominent bishop such as Ambrose of Milan could even imposc
Inniliating public penance on the Emperor Theodosius himself.

For the ordinary people, those working the land, the 4th cenfury was a
time of increasing repression. A law of 832 tied tenunt farwers to the land,
o prevent them avoiding payment of poll tax. This was one of many exara-
ples of the growing authoritarianism of the late empire. Another frend
was the increasing wealth of the very rich, at tlre very same time as the
poor were suffering taxation and oppression. Wealthy lavdowners
amassed enormons estates and lived on them in palatial villas surrounded
by storeroams and workshops which could take on the character of small
towns. While some regions of the cmipire were in economic difficulty, oth-
ers, such as Syria and Norih Africa, experienced renewed prosperity as the
century drew (o its close,

Knowledge of the official administrative and military structure at this period
comes to us from a 1551 copy of an official 4th-century document, the Notitia
Dignitatwm {“list of offices”™), which details the eivil and military commands of
the emnpire and preserves the name and even the insigniz of individual mili-
tary units. It also lists the imperial factories established by Diocletian to sup-
ply the armry with weapous and other materials,
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Right: the Ostrogothic King
Yheodoric ousted Odoacer
From Rowe in 493, with
Byzantine suppors. His
magnificent palice is depicted
in this mosaie in the church of
St Apollinare Nuove o
Ravenna, bt after bis
successors were diiven out by
the Byzantine veconguest in
the 5403, bis portrait and the
flanking figures of bis
cortiers were carefully
excised from the mosaic.

Below: s fvory diptych
shorws the Emperor Hanorius
(v, 395-423). He holds 2
standared with the legend “In
the name of Christ, you will
aheays congreer,” vecalling the
cross in the sky which
appeared to Lonstantine
before the battle of the
Milviain Bridge bearing the
Dtscrifition Yoanguer by this™.
B fact, Hownorins was unable
10 prevent the Goths from
invpding Itaby and sacking
Rome fself.
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The Gothic Invasions

in military terms, the last
decades of the 4th century were
dominated by the menace of
the Goths, This Germanic peo-
ple had settled north of the
Black Sea and had already raid-
ed Asia Minor and the Balkan
provinees of the Roman empire
during the middie decades of
the 3rd cenwury, By the later
4th century the Goths found
themselves under considerable
pressure from a new nomadic
enemy, the Huns, on their cast-
ern flank, and sought refuge within the seeritories of the empire. Valens,
the sastern emperor, allowed one group to enter, but later so badly mab
treated them that they rebelled. In a great bartle fought at Adrianople in
478 the army of the eastern empire suffered a crushing defeat, and Valens
himself was killed.

By this time the empire was definbtively divided into two halves, cast and
west, The division took its fnal form when Valentinian ¥ (364-75) gave con-
trol of the east to his brother Valens (36478}, Yet i 378, in this moment of
erigls for the eastern empire, authority reverted to Valentinlar's son and
successor in the west, the Emperor Gratian {367-83). He installed his army
commantder Theodostus I as the new eastern emperor To Theadosius fell
the enormous task of clearing the Goths from the Balkans, or at least bring-
ing thern under control. This was achieved only by allowing them w settle
within the empire urder their own king, normally as an ally of Rome but
effectively as an armed and autonomous people.

The Sack of Rome

When Theodosius died in 395 his young sons
Arcadius and Honorius were installed as respec
ively eastern and western emperors. The Goths
chose this moment to break into open rebellion,
Under thelr new leader Alaric they advanced on
Constantinople and then embarked on an orgy of
killing and looting in Greece. The year 397 found
them in Epirus (northwest Greeee}, and there
they setfled for four years uniil in 401 they made a
first invasion of ftaly. That was rurned hack by
Stilicho, the army commander appointed by
Theodosius to take care of Honorius, A second
invasion in 407 was bought off. They were back
the folowing year, however, and in 410, afler two
vears secking to negotiate with the vacillating gov-
ernment of Honorins, they jost patience and
sacked Rome.

The event was regarded as a catastrophe by cone
RIPOTAFies, even though Rome was no longer
the seat of lmperial government in Ialy; that g
been moved to Ravenna, safe behind its coastal

Right: the Germanic peoples
wha invaded the Roman
Empive i5 the Sth century did
ot sef ot o overthrow i+,
but to share in its wealth, This
late Sth- or Gth-century
mnsaic from Carthage depicts
a Vandal lord who bas
successfully acgnived the
trapirisgs of Romas b,
including a contforiable villa
int the Iush North African
farnland.
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mzm;hf:” The western empire was indeed already in crigs, beset not only by
Goths but by rival emperors and by armaies of Vandals, Alans and Suebi who
had crossed the Rhine and were ravaging Gaul. The Goths themselves Teft
ftaly and were eventually ceded a kingdom centred on Toulouse in 418,
Honortus survived f{ive more vears, dying of disease in 428, By that time,
B‘rii';:jrz, together with large areas of Gaul and Spain, were effectively beyond
his control.

H(:n:}miius’s successors in the west fared Hitde better, The long reign of
Valentinian 11 (423-85) saw the defeat of the Flunnish leader Atila at the
battle of the Catalaunian Fields in 459, but failed o turned back the trend
to fragmentation. North Africa fell to the Vandals in 439, The western
emperors who followed Valentinian gradually vielded more and more
power t{)‘the Germanic commanders who controlled thelr armies, everntual-
Iy I)e(:(mm.]g E‘z 1‘.1'%&: more than figureheads, The last of all, Romulus Angustus
{known dismissively as Aungustulos, “the Hitle Augstus”™), abdicated in 476
withdrawing with a comfortable pension to Campania. ’

‘The abdication of Romulus Angustus marks the end of the Roman empire
i;‘z the west, which henceforth was a tmosaic of Germanic kingdoms ruled by
(_?strogo!:!:ts, Visigoths, Vandals, Franks, Saxons and others. Within these ter
ritories, the Roman aristocracy survived, reading and writing in Latin as
E.?e.fore {only in Britain was Latin displaced), and putling Ehtﬁkr adniinisirae
thve ffkiiis 1 the service of new masters, In the east, by cél'ximst., the Roman
empire remained strong. Its emperors frequently intervened in western
affairs; the most powerful of them, Justinian I (527-65), actually recon-
quered a substantial part of the lost western provinees. Much of this terito-
ry was lost again in the centwry that followed, but the Byzantine reahn sur
vived, its {reck-speaking rulers continuing 1o style themselves “Emperor of
the Romans” until the last of them died by the city walls when the Ottoman
‘Furks conguered Constantinople in 1453,
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Diocletian and the Division of Power

Abave: the four tetrarchs
erbrace, swords at the redddy,
symbaolizing their uwion in
deferrce of the emnprive. This
marile sculpture, dating from
o 30, was kater set info the
angle of 8 Mavks basilica in
Venice.

12z

Right: the anly Rontan

volwntarily, Dioclatian buifi
himself this vast vitla ar Splie.
The colomnaded peristvie, or

The accession of Diocletian in 284 brought an end to 50 years of courtyard, led to the

imperial decline and ushered in a period of reorganization and wreassolenm in whick
recovery. Divecletian wuys m@ixwaﬂy
feterred,

One of Diocletian’s first anis was to name a colleague, Maximian, as emper-
or with respousibility for the western provinces. That was in 285, Eight years
later the division of power was taken a stage further when Diocletian and
Maximian each appoimed a junior colleague: Galerius in the east,
Constanius {father of Constantine) in the west. Thus was cstablished rhe
tetravchy, the system of government which divided overall responsibality
between a college of fonr regional emperors, headed by
Diocletian. Rome was abandoned as a major imperial vesi- Z
dence, and new contres established nearer the roubled fron- VAl

2297 40 ey |
Coestamis restoresil i
Aemighy rue to |

tiers: Trier and Milan, Thessalonica and Nicomedia. e, Britghnl, riited by
i 1 usuriers Corgsks
Dhocletian’s reorganization of the imperial adininisivation went Britannia 11 and Aflecius f-(‘k.

—_ singe 286

wmieh further fhan a simple division of power—hc comprehen- .
Flavia Caesariensis

sively overhauled the provinces, creating a systern of smualler
proviuces grouped into 12 larger administrative wiys called

4 (&5 { \
dioceses. Another crucia! innovation was tho separation of _ : 3 e
¢ivil and miliary power; governors of provinces and dicce- . el BT IgLsts - I"'l--'-
565 ha‘d no military aa?timnty and Army (:{gn:nands WG residecce of / / JI.'I : il
organized in 2 way which crosscat provindal boundaries. Constaritius : 7 - Wtximidn gl _m
Fhe aim was to remove once and for all the threat of : Agglsta V'ndellwmm ) b — S S = | e

insurreetion by powerful provinaial governors.

Dioclerian also addressed the empire’s economic AN IEUATIT, NG < Ut - 5e

problemns, increasing the weight of the gold coins, :
wsuing the frst good silver for a century Burdigala

o . o Bordratx 3 & flan Histrip; : o o N
and reorganizing the mings, A uniform : { : 297-4D%
coinage was siruck throughout the s @ priveibat i Geferlas coptiress.
. ] N . Gallaecia residence of N. Mescpotumio Fom |
empire, and each coin carried the name o . e
X . X G5 iczinn inope ;
of flic mint which produced it so that & i 1y Umbrm P o i g |

any lapse i quality could be traced
10 i3 sonree. In 307 he attempled
io curb inflation by frecuing of
wages and priccs, but this did not
hold for long. On the whole, how-
ever, Hocletian’s refornmns were s0
snccesstul rthat in 305 he was able w Cacfes o
abdicate volunrarily. T
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The Spread of Christianity T e T
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|
| -. : i\ y _ Christian churches in
4 Londinium s | \ il ) .
= i : j . - . | the Roman Empire
TR . ot
Chmsuamty Jfirst took hold in the east, but apart from an early _ | 47 T : : . . Roman fmn.i!.
appearance ai Rome tiself, it did not become popular in the west o g DANE SR Vil ' PUS A W | — carly 4th centuiry .
until the 3vd century. =" Tff“’e"gfljiléj_ : P i:grisou{}an community,
For many years, CGhristianity was just one of 2 pumaber of origntal religions 1 :0 . Cix;isf;ag church,
“With them were  gaining adherents in the major ciiies of the Roman Empire =l R e _ i
& HITE : > - co T . oo ocn \ : jo/ % i ) | =~ church council,
ﬁm?’ . (> page 102--3). 1t first achieved official noteriety in the reign ), e ANy : Ry RS |t with date
. VAR of Nevo, who made the Christians the scapegoats for the OOy ! ! Lugdunyfn . E N e
4 rpant A 5 Y : e T oo . T . e Burdizli Tl o b Lyon? ) i 5y ! £ &€ ] 37
Ammmonarion, (_x_'f'(_.él I‘m,i{}f Rome in AD 64. \Zh‘c }'m.t’.(mcai. Jesus bhad bt ¢ RN i . L _ g Lt
st jr"ﬁﬂ?-??f?ﬂ'i'{l bie  died some 85 years before, but Christianity spread quick- o o '§'_,n Visrna S ! 3 g Grados \ : ﬁﬁ & G
. ly through the eastern provinces, and by the 50s there Lo 5 Bl [ .ng:f;::ﬂ 4 1) L o [P i = Poniny Euxiws
Per FELLH S A I e : ey k Hadofphia 7 ) Mo
JOURG WORATL, T g even a Christian community at Rome. 5 0 ~g J Hoe 25 = r o ' Pl T Sinope
shute of the savage o i M SliZ Arelate ne ¢ . o 2 i 5~
e O){ the s age By the end of the ist century, the pattern of tolera- { Camniglngy g l. o Al Matacilles oy i 375 "Rma::fs - Ner?cammnﬁj/
¥ - . ¥ * I - - ’ 3 [ ;. 5 S o o 1) = e o
and g}-mio'n.gea tion alternating with perscention, which was to s 2 RS Corsica g i b Ol == ot
sorture. }’?.éff}i' e continue ungl the reign of Constantine in the O Bty i ] _ Qif #
A 9 ; carly 4th century, had been established. Domitian 3 ] 4 . g Qb= Cmmral Mefa,
# - 1EE £LF ; ) . . . . ' b e S e o Ar
lo her promise and {ah 81-06}, Lke Nero, is said to have persecuted Q- By A gilm[:{‘i: | L Oaoh° gmg:m’ "o <.-,,f,dr§:“ g
yv . “ " - e i ol icopalis D ot 8 5 J e
wets led N The  Christians; “good” emperors such as Frajan {an 98— ; ; 2 3ﬁau-:hm;:.:. isoee) Rt IR ;e; % Derbe| 8" 9
- ", ! P . SR v 7. s L . ool
others were  117) chose to ignore them as far as possible. The serious Miceris  Coragens s e P i G %o
ALETS TIETE , i . p - vira = ; Sivify o i o
: . persecutions began in the 3rvd century, when Chris- 306 —— Conistanting i a i
A A : - : TSyracusae H
Mercria, @ UETY  qanire was well established even ¢ e s | Syracuise Paseas i
. : ganity was well established even among the ruling ! _ _ yas : L | Colossae (Paphos:
c}fig‘a‘?iﬁiff{ﬂ fodly, and classes, but came o be seen as a threat (o the s P | e % : Corsn;m_s . c,,;s;.,_,, e L3 : (.}1;;-15
o Dien ,‘),{, o the S@te. In 250 the Emperor Decius (ap 249~ 51) N1 :ri = “y, AEEE Crate Goroma i Tp
s T bswsued an edict requiring all citizens of the ", T - o Parge  Smrorn
B B Lo 7 w - g ) T I| /,( i
?FE.{}Z; 1y Qf @ *fm’é,’f-’- empire to make sacrifice to the waditional gods A e e Cyepne Lydda
Jemnily bud just s of Rome. Unable to do this, many Christians ! i . T T 1 Lo
s . suffered torture and death. N e e By |
devoted 1o her Lord. B — b
The GOVErOF WS Persecution was .r{-.newed in 30% in a i‘a:st'rdii.ch I "\'-‘_._;_f_. :
= attemnpt by Galerius to bolster the old faith, but e e _ s e o
ashamed 1o go on in 312 the Emperor Constantine made Chris v 300 i
foriuring withoys  tianity the state religion; he was baptized on his

deathbed in 337, Paganism was still tolerated, but temple treasures were
confiscated and used to support a major church-building programme. This
defeated by women,  incuded the first $t Peter's in Rome and churches over the holy places of
o they died f?)i the  Bethlehem and Jerusalem, where Constantine’s m{;the‘:r Helena claimed to gl i
- have found the cross on which Christ was crucified. Constantne took a per- i s d‘;j;g’f,{k‘::;; .

sonal interest in Christian doctrine, and supervised the church councils at Christ by the Chi-Rbo
f}fe’iﬁg‘ fud to any  Asrles and Nicaea to combat heresy. The Hnk between church and state was
ﬁ crther tesi by to remain a powerful

vesudis and fo be Right: Christianity bad taben
roof i Britain by the early 4th
contury, when this masaic was

installed in a Roman villa at
suoerred withunsl
ranograne—he first letters of

the Greak Chresios, Christ—
swhile the pomegranates

1

torfure. ..

‘The persecution
of Christians
under Decus
(a5 250), from
Eusebius,
Eedesiastical
Fistory
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force for centuries 1o
COTne.

Right: carly Christian
communities at Rowe

£x faed Lq-rgg Py !
cepeteries featacambs) outside
the city bowndaries for the
burial of theiy dead, These
were w0t places of worship,
thowgh memorial seroices were
sametimes beld there. The
Chapel of the Popes, in the
Catacomb of 8. Callisto, was
built aromnd A 250,

symbalize eternal life.
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Constantine the Great Ty SN e e T
e D306 Wy
ﬁQ’mEhoracumcmsmnme - }HThe rise of Constantine, AD 306-24
. e anl: maq;cdurmed Ernpe.rdr Roman frontier Constantine's cammpaighs:
3 3 - - - =t b {5 -
Unwilling to share power, Constantine defeated his rivals and ‘1\, pr . 48 Constandne’s reakn: v agaimst Maxentius, 212
reunified the empire, giving it a new veligion and o new capital. e  Londinium ; 0312 . [ =6 o against Licinius, 316
’ Sandon UgUS ‘Constantine mvades [ i . [y
L ] N ] ] ] | ! Treverorum | 2 laly, defeats Maxentizs I Rdded 312 s, sgunst Liinius, 324
The system of divided rule whick Diocletian had established did not long Y o 316-12¢ Triet ;%% at Turin and Verona added 316 5, bade
g i 365 Tove worer 2 i : oy S W Constantine emperor | » ——
survive his retiy cmtn% i 305, In the west, ‘z‘hc struggle was ?cf,wcen‘i L T Western provinces | s Al Vindetcari :] added 324
Maxentns, who had scized ltaly and North Africa, and Constantine, who vl Galliag/ fjl 8 r___.ccsﬂﬁgs K e [ G316
had snccceded his father Constantiug as western emperor in 300, In 312 | ae— 7 m,,,_é: ' W "**M_.,« v dc";“ﬂ“ﬂ:e July 324 ¢ A
= v T e Separa . ot Mawertiige af Ty o 3y ) S T Virunem  defeats Licinius y Constantine . e
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then at the battle of rhe Milvian Bridge. This left him R st y Aciillgia e q g | iy
undisputed ruler of the western provinces, Constantine at | b AE 'é;;é A | G S Sirmium | ot
. - . . L . Tolos : Pontus Eusinus :
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' F . S ¥ Taurinorum \ Spalatum Black Sen |
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. . - s o e 2 \ R A A
his rival, seizing Greece and the Balkans, The ensuing b amEe e qusgoéac( { e Tt “{U' B g -
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supports an obelisk broughy  Qeleated Licinnw; his victory reunited the Ranan : Jx% G e  Tarragons i Tarentum Thessaian:ca .
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the great churches of & ipatng m Church cauncils at Arles in 314 and
Hagia Sl?pbx.n and % Haghia Elrene Nicaca in 323, and being baptized an his
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Roman Technology and Engineering

Absove: glassware was widely
produced thronghout the
emrive and ranged from
ornate decovative pieces to
simple bansebold containers
such as this small late Roman
glass bottle of the type used

for cosmetics or wedicines.

Right: pettery off lamps,
widefy used for Hghting
throughout the Romar world,
represent an early forst of
nrass production; clay was
pressed into stone moulds to
forem the spper and lower
balves, whick were they fixed
topather and fired, Masy
Tamps coudd thus be produced
to the same design. This small
tamip, its nozale shll stafned
with soot, comes from Rowman

Egypt.

Right: many types of kils were
used to fire a wide range of
pokery in the provinces of the
empire. This Colchester-type
kiln was widely nsed in
Brétain. The vanlted
combustion chambers were
sunk into the graund and
lined with brick or sfone.
Above them, o vertilated clay
floor supporied the pots. The
dowmed turf roof would bave
been built afresh aver each
e batch of pots.
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Roman technical skills were applied to large-scale projects-—
roads, aqueducts and mines—and to everyday manufactured
goods.

The empire depended for iis communications on the network of allweather
roads which began as a serigs of strategic arterics in Italy enabling troops
and supplies to be moved rapidly from one sector to aneother. The actual
method of construcdon varied greatly from place to place, depending on
the availability of materials and the local subsoil. In marshland, the road
might take the form of a gravel causeway on a timber raft. In the eastern
provinces, roads consisted of loose stone fill between carclully laid kerbs.
The finest roads of all, however, were those such as the famons Via Appia,
with a surface of polygonal paving slabs carcfully fitted together

The laying-oul of Roman roads was in the hands of trained surveyors, as was
the still more demanding discipline of agqueduets. Roman aqueducts were
designed to bring drinking water from distant sources to supplement local
supplies. Generally they ran in covered channels at ground level, following
the natural contours; this in itsell demanded skilled surveying. it is where
defiles were to be crossed, however, that aquaducts became most impres-
sive, stricing on arches across a river valley or lowland plain so as (o main-
tain the gradient of flow within the specified paraweters.

For motive power, the Romans made use of wind, water, and wnuscle, both
human and animal. Wind power was little used save for sailing ships; wind-
mills for grinding grain were a medieval innovation. Water, however, was
nsed for milling, both in smallscale establishments such as those at river
crossings on Hadrian's Wall, and in the batteries of water mills on the hilk
side at Barbégal in southern ¥rance, designed to prodace flowr on an indus
trial scale. Muscle power was a more traditional source of energy. Animals

Right: Rowman siining
ofrerations sotretines used
sopbisticated pumping
equirment to clear the lower
fevels of water. This series of
eight pairs of water wheels
was found in the Roman
copper wmines at Rio Tivko in
Lusitania.
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turned the rotary mills at Roman Pompeii, and the widespread availability of
stave labour may have removed much of the incentive for the adoption of
laboursaving devices such as the primitive steam tarbine described by Hero
of Alexandria.

Another dimension of engineering skill was the sinking of mines, notably
for valuable metals such as copper and lead. The mines of the Therian
peninsula were especially productive, and have yielded rare examples of the
technology used by the Romans to drain water from the deeper gallerics,
inchuding screw pumps and water wheels.

Alongside these major enginecering works the Romans also developed cou-
siclerable technical skill in the manufacture of smaller items such as pottery
and glassware. Some of their glassware was of remarkable qoality—the
Portland Vase is a fine example—Dbut the Romans used glass even for every-
day ohjects such as hottles. Potiery was also produced in guandty, notably
the mauy fypes of gmphorge {often locally made} or the redslipped table
wares of Gaul and North Africa. Kiln sites throughout the Roman world
show that Roman potters could achieve high temperatures in carefully con-
trolled conditions, and the ubiquity of their products i3 evidence of hoth
their skill and success.

Skeve: this length of lead
water pipe, bearing the wame
of the Ewtperor Domitinsn

(4D §1-24} conmes from the
Lowmus Flavia on the
Palatine Hill at Rome.

Most water pipes
were pade of
pattery, but lead
was employed
where flexibility
and resistance

to stress was

| critical.

e

Lefs: this relief carving, from
the 1st-centiory totinh

of the Haterii near Rotne, [
shates g crane at work on the
Frenerary montintent of this
family, who may bave beett
btstlding contractors. The
crane was vaised by measns of
the treadwheel at the buttom,
which was operated by slaves.
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A F e l P g Churchinen such as Bishop
ragl e rospenty Ambrose of Milan far Yigh,

o1t & mosaic fram the chaped

of 3t Victar in Milaw) wielded

. . 4 fin: it 36
A frer the troubles of the 3rd century, the 4th was a period of o ;zf;igﬁg:za;;jj i}iﬁ
renewed prosperity in many paris of the Roman empire. the Emperor Theodosius

Fimself do public peuance for

. I . . _ _ i & massaere in Thessalosnica.
Fhe reforms of Diocletian and Constantine provided a sound adrninistrative But pagarnisits died bazd, evers

and military sirncture, though they also placed 2 heavy tag burden on the fi official circles; this Sth-
poorer citizens, In the western provinces, the greatest prosperity was found century fvory plague {tight)
in rural villas, The towns, by contrast, were in decline, and it se that il gl
1 14 - ¢ iowns, by © G ?V('rt' - n’ 2 g IS na ) eqtrried ws from s funeral
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The Fall of the Western Empire

The catastrophic Battle of Adrianeple set in motion a chain of
evenis which culminated in the sack of Rome.

Lefi: Fiavins Stilicho, shown bere
an an ebony panel, was a Vandal
by birth. Owne of an increasing
ummther of Germanic soldiers fo
ackieve bigh vank iu the Roman
army, he became the effective vuler
of the Western Esipive after the
death of Theodosins I in 395, A
skilful politician, be was able to
play off the Goths, e Eastern
Ernprive and bis vivals in the west
against eack ather, but these
dangerons firivigues eventuatly led
ki bis fall from power and
execution i 408,

tn 375 the Visigoths, seeking refuge from the Hans who were invading their ]
“All the territory, crossed the Danube into the Roman Binpire. There they were tol-
devastation, the erated for a while, but in 378 the Fastern Emperor Valens led an army o
. drive them oul It was a disastrous evror; af the Baule of Adrianople the
b ?"r'm}“ﬂ’j’: the emperor was killed and his army destroved. His suceessor Theodosius 1 con-
phm{ieri-ng ... cluded a peace treaty in 382 which allowed the Visigoths to settie within the
which accompanied empire, technically as Roman allies. In 395, however, they rebelled under
. their new ruler Alaric. With the aim of extracting huiher concassions from
the rocent disastey  he Romans, they began raiding the Balkans, and i 401 mvaded northan ]
al Kemne were i Tialy, The young Western Emperor Honorius and his conrt abandoned their
usual residence at Mitan oy the safety of Ravenna. Stiliche, regent to
Honorius and hinsclf of Germanic origin, dvove the invaders back.

aceovdarice with the
general practice of

: The military sitzation in the west became critical in December
H’}mfa’r e. Bui there 488 when new Germanic invaders, Vandals, Alans and Saebi,
TS ,s'r)meﬂz,éﬂg ¢rossed the Rhine in force. The sacked Trier and ravaged .
Gaul, then crossed the Pyrepees into Spain in 409, | o
_ _  Frustrated in his attempts to obtain satisfactory recogni-
the whole aspecd 0f  ton from Honorius, Alaric invaded ltaly ance again and /
the scene; the  on 24 Augnst 410 the Goths sacked Rome. Thougl 1t was
savagery ¢ J the 0O longer the imnperial capital, the event sent
SR " shock waves through the civifized world.
barbarians took on Alaric died later the same year and the
such an aspect that Visigoths left Italy for Gaul and Spain in
432; Haly remained in Roman hands. The _
Visigoths established an independent king- X i
were ... set aside to dom in Aquitaine in 418, however, and .

which ... changed
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The Inheritors

Above: the mausolennt of
Yheodoric at Ravenna. The
Oistragothic King Theodoric
ousted Odoacer i 4858, with
the support of the Bywantine
Esmprevor Levo, and vuled laly
yntil s deatl in 526,

While Roman emperors continued to rule their castern dominions
Jrom Censtantinople, Germanic kings struggled for power in the
west.

F
By the end of the 4th century the Roman Empire was divided into mwo

halves, cast and west, cach with its own emperor. The e
cmperors—al tines openly at war—presented a disunited s
front to the Germanic peoples pressing on their fron- g
trers. The west, the weakey of the two halves, was disinemn-
bered in the course of the Bth century. The Visigoths
established a kingdom in Aguitaine in 418, and
exfended thelr power to Spain. Vandals raided Gaul
and Spain before crossing to Africa and conguering |
the old Roman province by 439, Anglo-Saxons raided L
and settled eastern Brifain during the 4th and 5th '

Barcmo
Barcelona

PART V. RESTORATION AND FALL

cenuries, changing the language and establishing their
own kingdoms. In the late 5th contury France came
increasingly under the control of the Franks; at Vouillé
in 507 they defeated the Visigoths and advanced their
borders to the Pyrenees. Italy fiself became part of the
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Ostrogothic kingdom in 476 when the last Roman emperor, Romulns
Augnstus, was forced 1o abdicate and sent into comfortable retdrement in
Camparia,

The transition from Roman province to Germanic kingdom did not mark
an abrupt break with the past. In many areas the existing provincial aristoe-
racy continued to hold land and power, to write and worship as before, only
now as vassals of Germanic élites. The new ralers necded these people to
run their reabns. Christianity remained the dominant religion and bishops
took on a growing nportance, save only in castern Britaln. Here change
was more radical, and the mission of Saint Augustine {597} was required to
begin the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity,

The Eastern Empire {from this time reforred to as Byzanyine) escaped the
fate of the west, and continued o flonrish under a serics of capable emper-
ors, in the first half of the 6th cenmry, the Emporor Justinian even recon-
quered of some of the lost western provinces: North Alrica, where the
Vandal kingdom fell in 333; Italy and Sicily, whare the Byzantines retained a
foothold for over 200 years; and Spain. The hold on Spain proved termous,
however, and most of Ialy fell 10 the Lombards in 568. By the middle of the
following centary, Slavs in the Balkans and Arabs in the Near Hast and
North Afrvica had stripped Byzanthnm of much ol s territory. ¥From this
poing, the aopire was just one of several states jockeying for power in the
Mediterranean world of the early Middle Ages.

Above: the Entperor Justinian
(r. §27-6%), depicted om a
masaic i the church of San
Vitale gt Ravenna. The
ingsaic was sade soosn after
Justiniar’s troops cafrtured
Ravensa tn 540; the city
remained the capital of the
Byzantine territovies in laly
watpil 751,
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Rulers of Rome, 753 BC-AD 565

ROME’S LEGENDARY KINGS

EMPERORS

BC

755717 ROMULUS

T15-87% NUMA POMPILIUS

675842 TULLUS HOSTILIUS
642-617 ANCUS MARTIUS

616-379 L. TARQUINIUS PRISCUS
578535 SERVIUS TULLIUS

535-5310 L. TARQUINIUS SUPERBUS

LEADING STATESMEN
OF THE REPUBLIC

5OG Luchus Junius BRUTUS consul

486 SPURIUS CASSIUS consul

AB5-TY  comsulship held by patricion family the FABIT

458 Luochuy Quinciius CINCINNATUS dictaior

451-50  The Decemvirs councd of fen

377 G LICINIUS Stolo & Licnis SEXTIUS ronsuds

367 M. Furius CAMILLUS dictator

356 . Marcus RUTILUS  find plebeian dictaior

319 APPIUS CLAUDIUS Caccus  censor

217 Q. FABITIS MAXIMUS dictaior

245, 194 P, Cornelus SCIPTO (AFRICANTS) consud

184 M. Porcius CATG consor

168 i Acmibius Pavlus covised

142 P.SCIPIO AEMILIANDYS 8 1. MUMMIUS
consuls

133 TIBERIUS GRACCHUS fribune

123-22  GAIUS GRACCHUS trifnne

115 M. Aemilius SCAURYUS frinceps senatis

1049 Q. Cacctlhos METELLUS consul

107-86 G MARIS sonsul 7 fimes
R1.70 Lucius Cornelius SULLA disintor
66 Ga. Porpeius (POMPEY) exouondingry powers
63 M. Fredfius CICERO consued
60-5H3 First Trivmvirate:
POMPEY: G, JULIUS CAESAR;
B, Licinius CRASSLIS
45944 JULIUS CAESAR dictator
4536 Second Trivmvirae:
(3 Julbivs Caesar Odctavianus (OCTAVIANY,
Marcus Antonius {MARK ANTONY;
M, Aemnilius LEPIDUS
30-27  OCTAVIAN msul with special powers

These lists ave selective: only the most imfrortant Refrublican
stofesmen are glven) some funier emfierors and short-loed
uswrfiers are omitted. The name by which @ person &5 best
known to history is gluen in cafitals, Nichnames, e.g.
Caliguln, and Angliciations, e.g. Mavh Antony, wre placed
wn brachets. The Homan names Gaius and Graius we often
spelled with o €, o survival of the me (before the Frd contury
86} when the Latin alphabel had no G, The G is wsed
throughout this book to reflect their aciual promuncintion,
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The Julio-Claudian Dynasty

27808014 Caesar AGGUSTUS (Octavian)

1437 TIBERIUS Clandius Nero

3741 Gaius Caesar Germanicus (CALIGEILA)
41-h4 Tiberius CLALUDIUS Nero Germanicus
5468 NERO Clandius Caesar Drusus Sermanicos

£l
68-69  Servius Sulpicius GALBA
69 M. Salvins OTHO
69 Autus VITELLIUS
The Flavian Dynasty

#0879 T Flavius Vespasgianus (VESPASIAN)
79-81  FITUS Flavius Vespasianus
81-96 T Flavius Domitdanus {DOMITIAN)

The Adoptive Emperors
96-98 M. Coccenis NERVA
858-117  Marcus Ulpius Traianus (TRAJAN)
11738 P. Aeling Hadvianus {HADRIAN)
153861 T, Aurelins Fulves Bolonius Arrins
Antoninus (ANTONINUS PIUS)
{8180 Marcus Aclius Aurelins Verus
{MARCLIS AURELIUS )
1618 1. Anrelins Verus (LUCHIS VERUS)
asiociate emfieror with Marous Avrefius
18082 L. Auvrelius COMMOQDUS
&

1493 P. Helvins PERTINAX

193 M. DIDIUS JULIANUS

1954 G, PESCENNIUS NIGER
1937 Decioyes CLODIUS ALBINUS

The Severan Dynasty
193211 Lucius SEPFTIMIUS SEVERUS
211-17 M., Auwrelius Antoninus {CARACALLA)
211-12 P, Sepumius GETA
217-18 M. Opelias MACRINUS
218-22 M. Avrelins Antoninus {(ELAGABALUS)
222-35 M. Aurelius SEVERUS AL EXANDER
&

2358 G Julus Verns MAKIMINUS
288-44 M. Antonius Gordianus {GORDIAN 113
444 M. Julius Phalippus (PHILIP)
24051 (. Messivs Quintus Trajanus Decius

{TRAJAN DECIUS)
251-3 G Vibios TREBONIANUS GALLUS
253-606 P, Licinius Valevianus {(VALERIAN}
253-68 P, Licinios Egnatius GALLIENTS

Gallic Emperors

#5968 M. Cassianius Latinius POSTIIMIIS
26870 M. Piavonius VICTORINLIS

276-7% G, Pius Esuvius TETRICUS

‘The Hlyrian Emperors 2834
268-70 M. Avrelius CLATIDILS 8 “QOTHICLIS

27075 L. Domitiug Avrelianns {AURELIAN] 2855
279575 M. Clandius TAGITUS 284308
2T6-82 M. Awreling PROBIIS

282-3 B Aurelins CARLS

286305
30h6
30612

737

740

384-75
37583
SH3-H8
8802
F2-04

3n-428

4255
42455
453
455-6
45761
461-5
46772
472
ETE
4745
756

{CONSTANTINE 11}

The Tetrarchy

West
M f}urc}ms Yaierms E\iiAXE’\f?lA_N{IS R4 306
Flavies Valerius CONSTANTIUS 20511
M. Aureling Valerius MAXENTIUS e
usierfier in flome S08_94

Flaviue Valerius Constantinus
{CONSTANTINE 1)

RULERS OF RGME, 753 so-An 565

M. Aurelivs Numerins Numerianusg
(NUMERIAN}

M. Avrelius CARINUS

G. Aurelius Valerius Diodetianus
{DIQCLETIANY

Fast
HOCLETIAN
€. GALERIUS Valerius Maximiznus

O Valeriug Licinianus LICINIUS

The House of Constantine

30757 CONSTANTINE I “The Great” sole emperor from 324

Flavins Clavdins Constantinus 33758 Flaviug Jukus

CONSTANS

35761 Flavius Julius CONSTANTILS A1

B50-53 Flavius Magnus MAGNENTIHIS

sesurper fn the West

860-3 Fhvius Clandios Julianus (JULIAN “The Apostate™

E

3634 Flavius Jovianus {JOVIAN}

The House of Valentinian

West
Flavius Valentinianus (VALENTINIAN D 254-T8
Flavius Gratianus {GRATIAN) 37005

MAGNLUS MAXIMUS usirper
Valentinianus {VALENTINIAN I
ELGENIUS ssworper

Flavius VALENS
Flavius THEGDOSILS 1)

The House of Theodosius
FY95-95 THEOQDOSIUS | sole emporor 3945

HONORILS 395402
40250

JOHANNES

Placidius Valentinanus {(VALENTINIAN HD 4557

Perronins MAXIMES

AVITUS

Julius Matorianus (MAJORIAN) E57-T4

Libius SEVERUS
Procopius ANTHEMIUS
Anicias QLYBRIUS

GLYCERIUS
JULIUS NEPOS 474431
Romulus Avgustus {AUGUETULLS)
491518
H18-527

HRT-B3

ARCADILS
THEQDOSHS

MARCIAN

LEO

LENO

ANASTASIUS

JUSTIN G
JUSTINIAN |
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