COURTESANS AND FISHCAKES

James Davipson lectures in ancient history at the University of
Warwick. He was previously Research Fellow of Trinity College,
Oxford. Courtesans and Fishcakes is his first book.

from the reviews:

‘James Davidson shows in this stylish, persuasive, scholarly book how
classical Athens relished eating, drinking and copulating . . . It is a
serious work, though always seasoned with wit, not only because it
puts forward new ideas about big issues in social and cultural history,
but also because it has a message for our times, a message unobtrusively
but insistently registered. OLIVER TAPLIN, Observer

‘Commendably sceptical, Courtesans and Fishcakes is a significant contri-
bution to Classical studies and marks an impressive debut. We will hear
more from Mr Davidson’ CHRISTOPHER STACE, Daily Telegraph

‘“Model democracy”, or model for sensualists everywhere? Ancient
Athens — or at least its ruling class — took pleasure very seriously, and
this highly enjoyable study concentrates on the important things in life:
food, drink and sex. There are fascinating details here about both
prostitution and the hetaeras; some of Davidson’s most amusing passages
tell of the faux-respectable interpretations put, by prudish scholars, on
frankly pornographic vase paintings and verses . . . For all its entertain-
ment value, this is a serious contribution to classical studies’
Independent on Sunday

‘A splendid story . . . Davidson’s canvas is vast.
PETER JONES, Sunday Télegraph

‘A relaxed interpretation of sensual life in the time of Pericles, Socrates
and Plato. Courtesans and Fishcakes is about sex, food and drink and the
part all three played in developing Athenian identity. Where others have
found exploitation and outrage, Davidson is more likely to have found
fun. He spars with Foucault and Freud, biographers and bishops, with
open glee’ PETER STOTHARD, The Times

‘James Davidson with skill teases out deeper meanings from ancient
literature to provide an absorbing look a®society and politics in the
world’s first democracy. If classical history had been like this at school 1
might have tasted its joys long before now . . . This book is itself a feast.

DAVID STAEFORD, Scotland on Sunday

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































