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LATER IONIAN AND
ATHENIAN THINKERS
PART 1



25. ANAXAGORAS [ANAXAG.]

According to what seems our most reliable information,
Anazagoras was born in 500 BC and died in 428, making
him an older contemporary of Empedocles. The chroncl-
ogy of his stay in Athens, which he visited, doubtless at-
tracted by Pericles’ cultural politics, and where he scems
to have remained for thirty years, is documented but is
difficult to reconstruct. It is with Anaxagoras that philoso-
phy, which earlier had been Ionian and Italian, definitively
gains a foothold in Athens—the echo can clearly be heard
in the theater, especially in Euripides’ tragedies (see
DRAM. T75-T80). This development was evidently not
uncontroversial; Anaxagoras was tried on a charge of im-
piety, the first of its kind, on the basis of a decree passed
in 438/7 that made the teaching of theories regarding ce-
lestial phenomena a crime (cf. especially P23). From his
book, which Plato tells us could be bought in the market-
place at Athens, there remain about twenty fragments; the
great majority are preserved by Simplicius in his com-
mentary on Aristotle’s Physics. Most of these fragments
come from the beginning of his book, where the indica-
tions bearing on the principles of his doctrine were con-
centrated: the statements that every thing contains a part
of every other thing and the ones regarding the infinitely
small and the organization of the world by Mind (Nous).
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But numerous doxographical reports also provide rather
precise information about his specific cosmological and
physiological theories. In the interpretative tradition
founded by Plato, Anaxagoras” importance derives from
the role he assigned to Nous, but also from the distance
existing between this potentially teleological principle and

articular explanations, in which it was not directly ap-
plied; although this same problematic is also present in
Aristotle, the latter concentrates essentially on the impli-
cations of Anaxagoras’ infinitism, of which the implications
remain uncertain to this day. It seems certain in any case
that Anasagoras had no qualms about paradoxes, as is sug-
gested by his assertion that snow is black since water is too,
according to Homer (D7).
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Period and the Date of his Trial,” Mnemosyne 32
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M. Schofield. An Essay on Anaxagoras (Cambridge 1980).

OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER

P
Chronology (P1-P5)
The Meteorite at Aegospotami (P6-P7)
Other Predictions (P8~P9)
His Hostility to Democritus (P10)
Anaxagoras at Athens (P11-P26)
His Move from Ionia to Athens (P11-P13)
Anaxagoras’ Students in Athens (P14-P22)
Euripides (P14)
Thueydides (P15)
Archelaus (P16-P17)
Pericles (P18-F22)
Anaxagoras’ Trial (P23-P26)
Another Student: Metrodorus of Lampsacus (P27)
Character (P28—-32)
Apothegms (P33-P41)
Nickname (P42—P43)
A Doubtful Anecdote (P44)
Last Years and Honors (P45-P48)
Iconography (P49)

D
Only One Book (D1)

Three Summaries Going Back Ultimately to Theophras-
fus (D2-D4)

4

ANAXAGORAS

Epistemology (D5-D8)
From the Opening of Anaxagoras’ Book: Principles and
the Primordial State of the World (D9-D14)
Nothing Comes from Nothing (D15-D21)
All Things Are in All Things (D22-D25)
Mind (D26-28) -
Cosmogony (D29-D32)
Cosmology (D33-D52)
The World Order (D33-D35)
Astronomy (D36-D52}
Acther (D36-D37)
Sun and Moon {D35—45)
Other Heavenly Bodies {D46—48)
Comets and Meteors (D50-D52)
Meteorology (D53-D57)
Thunder, Lightning, and Related Phenomena (D53)
Clouds, Snow, and Hail (D54)
Rainbows and Related Phenomena (D55-D56)
Winds (D57)
The Earth (D58-D67)
The Earth Rests Upon Air (D38-D61)
Earthquakes (D62-D63)
The Sea (D64-D65)
The Flooding of the Nile (D66)
Stones (D67)
Biology (D68-D95)
Zoogony (D68)
Soul (D69)
Sensations (D70-D78)
General Principles (D70-D71)
Sight (D72)
Touch and Taste (D73)



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOFPHY VI

Smell and Hearing (D74-D77)
Relation between an Animal’s Size and the Acuity
of Its Perception (D78)
Sensation Is Painful (D79)
Humans and Animals (D80-D31)
Sleep and Death (D82)
Respiration (D83)
Reproduction (D84-D92)
Origin of the Semen (D84)
Respective Contributions of the Father and the
Mother (D85-D87)
Embryology (D88-D80)
Peculiarities of Animal Reproduction (D91-D92)
Botany (D93-D95)
Mathematics (D96-D97)
A Moralizing Interpretation of Homer (D98)

R

Earliest References and Allusions to Anaxagoras (RI-R3)

Democritus (R1-R2)

Herodotus (R3)

Euripides (DRAM. T75-T80)

Aeschines the Socratic (PROD. R3)
Plato’s and Xenophon’s Evaluations of Angxagoras’ Tele-
ology (R4-R7)

Plato (R4-R6)

Xenophon (R7) '
Peripatetic Reconstructions and Evaluations of Anaxago-
ras’ Doctrines (R§-R23)

Comparison with Anaxtmander (cf. R19)
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Aristotle’s Criticisms of Anaxagoras’ Infinitism (R16—
RI7, ‘
Anaiagoms’ Principles Can Be Reduced to Two (R18—
Ri9
The)Begz'nning of the Cosmogonic Process (R20-R21)
The Clepsydra (R22)
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P
Chronology (P1-P3)

P1 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.6-7

Avafaydpas HynouBovhov % EdRovrov, Khalowé-
n0s. obros fxovoer Avalipévovs [. . ] [7] Néyerar 8¢
koo, Ty Bépfov SudBacw elkoow ériv elvau, BeBi-
wrévas 8¢ EBBoprrovra 8o, dyat § Amolrddwpos év
7ots X povikots [FGrilist 244 F31] yeyeriofar adrov mf
éB3ounroory) ‘Olvumdde, refmrévar 8¢ 7§ wpdro
&reL Tijs SyBomkooTist dy8dns.

1 &yBomwoorijs F° et Meursius: §38ounkoorijs BP

P2 (< A43) Arist. Metaph. A3 984all

Avafayipas 8¢ &6 Khalouévios i uev Hhuxiq mpére-
pos &v Tovrou [, . . cf. RS].

P3 (< A5) Diog. Laert, 9.41

yéyove 8¢ ols xpévois, s adrés Ppnow év 1 Mucpd
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P
Chronology (P1-P5)
Pl (f Al) Diogenes Laertius

Anaxagoras, son of Hegesiboulus or Euboulus, from Claz-
omenae. He studied with Anaximenes [, . .]. He is said to
have been twenty years old when Xerxes crossed over
[= 480/79 BC] and to have lived seventy-two years. Apol-
lodorus in his Chronology says that he was born in the 70th
Olympiad [= 500/496] and died in the first year of the
88th [= 4281,

P2 (< A43) Aristotle, Metaphysics

Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, who was earlier than him [i.e,
Empedocles] in age [. . .].

P3 (< A5) Diogenes Laertius
As he himself [i.e. Democritus] says in his Small Ordering

9
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I I hY 4 3 e af
Swarcbdau, véos katd mpeoBirmy Avafaydpar, éreawv
adrol vedrepos Terrapdrovta. [.. . = ATOM. P9]

P4 (< A4) Cyrill. Alex, ful. 1.15

éRBounkootf ‘Ohvumdd, paoi yeréofar Aqudkpiror
xal Avafaydpay, dihoodpovs duoikovs [. . .L

P53 (A4) Eus. Chron.

[OL. 80.1] Anaxagoras moritur.

The Meteorite at Aegospotami (P6-PT)

P6 (¢ All) Plin, Nat, hist. 2.146-150

celebrant Graeci Anaxagoran Clazomenium Olympiadis
LXXVIII secundo anno praedixisse caelestium litterarum
scientia quibus diebus saxum casurum esset e sole, idque
factum interdiu in Thraciae parte ad Aegos flumen, qui
lapis etiam nunc ostenditur magnitudine vehis, colore
adusto, comete quogue illis noctibus flagrante. {. . .] [150]
int Abydi gymnasio ex ea causa colitur hodieque modicus
guidem, sed quem in media terrarum casurum idem
Anaxagoras praedixisse narretur.
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of the World, he was young when Anaxagoras was old, as
he was forty years younger.

P4 {< A4) Cyril of Alexandria, Against Julian

They say that Democritus and Anaxagoras, natural phi-
Josophers, were born in the 70th Olympiad [= 500/496]

[..]

P5 (Ad) Eusebius, Chronicle
[0l 80.1 = 460 BC] Anaxagoras dies.

1 Perhaps this notice results from confusion between Anax-
agoras’ akmé {conventionally forty years of age) and his death,

The Meteorite at Aegospotami (P6-P7)

P6 (< All) Pliny, Natural History

The Greeks record that during the second year of the 78th
Olympiad [467/66]! Anaxagoras of Clazomenae predicted,
on the basis of his knowledge of the science of astronomy,
the days on which a stone would fall from the sun, and that
this occurred during the daytime in a region of Thrace
near Aegospotami; the stone is still displayed, a wagon-
load in size, of a scorched color; during those nights there
was also a comet that blazed. [. . .] For this reason, in the
gymnasium of Abydos even today one [scil. stone] is vener-
ated, of middling size to be sure, but one of which they say
that the same Anaxagoras foretold that it would fall onto
the earth.

I According to the inscription on the Parian Chronicle (A1l

DK), the event occurred in 468/67. The Chronicle of Eusebius
(All DK} dates the event to 466.
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P7 (< Al2) Plut. Lys. 12

[ M s\ A -~ ’ -~ 3N -~ 4 7

of 8¢ woi v Tob Mbov wrécw émi T¢ wdfe TovTe
~ L 2 . 4 < e I'd

onueidr daot yevéafar xarquéxfn yip, s v 8éfa
7@y woAhdy, E€ odpavol maupeyéfns hiflos els Adyos
qorapovs, kol Selkpvror péy &l viv, oeSopévor ai-
rov 7@y Xeppornordv. Méyerar & Avalaydpav mpo-
amely ds Tév kord TOv odpavdv évdedeuévan? ow-

e 7 ~ a # N e LLal
pdrov yerouévou muwds ShuoBiuures f odhov pifus
ar Y Fal LI > 2 -~
dorrar kol mTHots évds dmoppayévros [, . . = D46]. rH
& Avafayipa peprvpel kai Acipayos év rois Tepi
edoefelas ioTopdr [FGrHist 239 A57] b7e mpd Tod me-

- M rs P L 3 I c 4 14
aely Tov Aiflov €’ Nuépas éBBoprrovro. wévre -
exds kaTd TOV olpavdy éwpdTo TUPLOY THUO TEU-
uéyebes, domep védos droyoedés [. . 1.

1 &7 <xai> Korais 2 &p8edepévar A® ed. Ald.: évdedu-
pévar GL: évdwovuévor Korais

Other Predictions (P§-P9)

P8 (A6) Philostr. V. Ap. 1.2 (p. 3.6-12 Kayser)

tis ovk olde Tov Avafaydpav ‘Olvpmico: pev, dmére
& 2 ’ L. 8; E] % 18 EIERY
Akirro Ve, moperdévra vmd kwdie é TO oTddiov émi
mpopphae. duBpov oikiav Te s meoeiTar, TpoerTorTa
N PetoacrBar, meoely ydp, vixra e hs €€ Hpépas
'3 Nt I'd \ 3 Y A -~ 2 -~
foTaw ket @5 Aiflor mept Alyos morauoets Toll ovpavod
éxdobioovrat, mpoavadwraarvra dinleboay;
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P7 (¢ Al2) Plutarch, Lysander

Others say that the fall of the stone occurred as a sign of
this disaster [scil the defeat of the Athenian fleet at Acgos-
potami in 405]. For, according to the opinion of most
people, an enormous stone fell from the sky at Aegos-
potami. And it is displayed now, and the inhabitants of the
Chersonese venerate it. Anaxagoras is said to have foretold
that there would be a slippage or shaking of the bodies
fastened onto the heavens and that one of them, becoming
detached, would be propelled away and weuld fall down.
[. . .] Daemachus too bears witness in favor of Anaxagoras
in his On Piety: he reports that for seventy-five days before
the stons fell, an enormous fiery body like a flaming cloud
was continuously seen in the sky [. . .].

Other Predictions {P8-P9)

P8 (A6) Philostratus, Life of Apollonius of Tyana

Who does not know that Anaxagoras was not mistaken
when, although it was not at all raining at Olympia, he
appeared at the stadium under a sheepskin, predicting
rain in this way, and also when he foretold that a house
would fall down (for it did), and that he turned out to be
right when he predicted that the day would turn to night,
and that stones would be set loose from the sky near
Aegospotami?

13
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P9 (AlQ) Amm. Marc. 22.16.22

hinc Anaxagoras lapides e caelo lapsuros et putealem
limum contrectans tremores futuros praedizerat terrae.

His Hostility to Democritus (P10)

P10 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 2.14
ébofe 8¢ mws kal Anpokplre drexfos éoxnrévar dmro-

hY ~ A LY s
TUX@Y TS TPOS QUTOV Kowohoyias.

Anaxagoras at Athens (P11-P26)
His Move from lonia to Athens (P11-P13)

P11 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.7

fipfaro 8¢ Puhocodety Abdrmow éml Kalhiov,! érdv
i LS 11 of 4 3 X
eikooww 61,2 ds dnor Anurirpios 6 Calypeds [Frag,
150 Welrli] év rff 7dv Apxdrrav dvaypadd), &vfa kai
daow adror érdy Swarplifar Tpidrovra.’

1 Kahhicg8rov Meursius 2 érdv eixoour dw del. Diano:

€rév eikoow énel Sarpifrwy Mansfeld 3 rpudrovra B: A/
P: merriikovTa {i.e. ) Marcovich

P12 (< A7) Ps.-Galen. Hist. phil. 3

obros 8¢ mijr MiAnTov drolehowmas ey els ras AdH-
vac [.. . =PI16].
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P9 (A10) Ammianus Marcellinus, Histories

It is from these [f.e. the secret writings of the Egyptians]
that Anaxagoras foretold that stones would fall from the
sky, and, by examining the mud in wells, that there would
be earthgquakes.

His Hostility to Democritus (P10)

P10 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He seemed in some way to feel hostile toward Democri-
tus, since he had failed to enter into contact with him [=
ATOM. R10; cf. R1].

Anaxagoras at Athens (P11-P26)
His Move from Ionia to Athens (P11-P13)
P11 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He began to do philosophy at Athens while Callias [scil.
was archon = 456], at the age of twenty! as Demetrius of
Phaleron says in his List of Archons; they also say that he
spent thirty years there.

1 According to this chronology, Anaxagoras was born in 476.
Perhaps “Calliades” {archon in 480) should be read.

P12 (< AT) Ps.-Galen, Philosophical History

He [i.e. Anaxagoras], having left Miletus, came to Athens
[...].

15
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P13 (< A7) Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.63

ofros perjyayer dwd ths levias Abirale Tip dua-
Toef39v [ . . =PIT].

Anaxagoras’ Students in Athens (P14-P22)
Euripides (P14)

Pl4
a (< A21) Alex. Aet. Frag. 7.1
6 8 Avalaydpov Tpédis! apyatovt[. . 1.

1rpddepos mss., corr. Bergk 2 apyaov mss. {opxi-

Siov X): yeod Valckenaer
b (¢ A20¢) Satyr. Vit. Eur. (Frag. 37 Col. 1.22-25 Schorn)
é[riplal 8¢ 1ov Avafaydpav Sarpovies . . .

1 suppl. West -

¢ (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.10

[...] Bbpuridne, pabyriyy Svra adrod [.. ..

d (< A33) Gal. Plac. Hipp. Plat. 4.7

[.. . =P38b] roiro refav Edpumridnys v vénua .. .=
DRAM. T80].
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P13 (< A7) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

He brought the practice [scil. of philosophy] from Tonia to
Athens [. . .1

Angxagoras’ Students in Athens (P14-P22)
Euripides (P14)

Pl4
a (¢ A21) Alexander of Aetolia

The nursling of old Anazagoras [scil. Euripides] [. . .].

b {< A20c) Satyrus, Life of Euripides
He [i.e. Euripides] honored Anaxagoras extraordinarily

¢ (< Al) Diogenes Laertius
[...] Euripides, who was his student [. . .].

d (< A33)} Galen, On the Opinions of Hippocrates and
Plato

[ . .] Euripides took this idea [i.e., “I knew when I begot
him that he was mortal,” from Anaxagoras; cf. P381.

17
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e (< A20a} Schol, in Pind. OI 1.91 (p. 36.11-12 Drach-
mann}

[.. JAvafaydpov 8¢ yevduevor 1ov Edpiridny pabyn-
v [.. . = DRAM, T75al,

Thucydides (P15)

P15 (# DK) Marcell, Thuc. 22

fcovae 8¢ Bibaokdhov Avafaydpov pev év Pihood-
dois,! 8fev, Pyoiv 6 Avrvhhos, kal dfeos Npéua évo-
piadn, tis éxeifler Gewpins éudopnleis .. ]

1 fikovoe . . . duhooddors post éupopnbeis hab. mss., transp,
Casaubon

Archelaus (P16-P17)

P16 (< A7) Ps.-Galen. Hist. phil. 3

otros [. . . =P12] kai Apyéhoov Tov Afnraior mpdrov
els dhovodior mapdpunoer.

P17 (< A7) Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.63

[...=P13]roiiror iadéyerar Apxéhaos, of wxpdins
drvjrovarer,
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e (¢ A20a) Scholia on Pindar’s Olympians
[. . .] Euripides, who was Anaxagoras’ student [. . .].

Cf. also DRAM. T76-T81

Thucydides (P15)

P15 (# DK) Marcellinus, Life of Thucydides

Regarding his teachers, he [scil. Thueydides] studied with
Anaxagoras among philosophers, because of which, Antyl-
lus szys, he was considered to be a little bit atheistic, since
he had filled himself up with theory coming from that
source [. . .].

Archelaus (P16--P17)
P16 (< A7) Ps.-Galen, Philosophical History

[.. ] and it was this man [i.e. Anaxagoras] who was the first
to stimulate Archelaus the Athenian to practice philoso-

phy.

P17 (< A7) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

[. . .] He [ie. Anaxagoras] was succeeded by Archelaus,
with whom Socrates studied.

See alsc ARCH, P1-P8; SOC, P8

19
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Pericles (P18-P22)

P18 (Al5) Isocr. Ant. 15.235

Tepixhfis 8¢ Suoty éyévero palnris, Avafaydpov e
7ot Khalopeviov rkal Adpewrwos [, . .].

P19 (Al15* Lanza) Plat. Ale. 118¢

[AA] Aéyerai yé Toi, @ Zdrpores, otk dwd Tob adro-
A b £ 3 Y ~ A -~
pdTov gogos yeyovévar, d\\d mohhois xai codols
ovyyeyoréva, kai TIvforeldy xat Avafayépe[. . .].

P20 {< Al5) Plat. Phaedr. 269¢—270a

[2Q.] kwdvrede, & dpeare, elkbrws 6 Ilepikhfjs wdp-
Tov TekedTaTos els Ty prropuay yevéoflar. [. . ] ma-
cat door peydhar Thr Texrdy mpoodéovrror ddole-
I's A s 4 s by hY <
oxins kol peremporoyias Puoews wépr TO yap Mm-
Advoww TobiTo kal mavTy Teheolovpydy Eotkey EvTedlfiéy
I o . -~ \ A s 5\ )
woller eloiévar. & kai llepchis mpos 7@ edduns elvas
éxcrjoato Tpoowerdr Yap olpat ToLVUTE OvTy Avag-
wydpa, perempohoyias éumhnolels ral émt dpdow voil
M £ s 3 I'd i N\ I b A 7
Te kol dvolas ddicdpevos, Gv 87 mépe TOV mohdr Ad-
s . . s o s o
vyov émoteito Avafaydpas, évrebfer ellxvoer émi Ty
@ Noywy téxpmr 6 mpdodopov adTy.
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Pericles (P18-P22)

P18 (Al5) Isocrates, Antidosts

Pericles was the student of two teachers, Anaxagoras of
Clazomenae, and Damon [, . .].

P19 (= DK) Plato, First Alcibiedes

[Alcibiades:] They say, Socrates, that he [i.c. Pericles] did
not become wise on his own, but that he associated with
many wise men, like Pythocleides and Anaxagoras [. . .].

P20 (< Al3) Plato, Phaedrus

[Socrates:] No doubt, dear friend, it is for good reason that
Pericles became the most perfect of all with regard to
oratory. [. . .] All the arts that are most important need to
chatter idly and to explain celestial phenomena regarding
pature: for that is where this sublime intelligence and ef-
fectiveness in all matters seems to come from. This is ex-
actly what Pericles acquired, in addition to his natural
capacity. For I think that when he encountered Anaxago-.
ras, who was this kind of man, he became filled with
explanations about celestial phenomena and arrived at
the nature of intelligence and its contrary, matters about
which Anaxagoras spoke a lot, and derived from there, so
as to apply it to the art of speeches, what is useful for this.

21
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P21 (A16) Flut. Per. 6

£ ’ - I Y 3 L) ~ -~
Aéyerau 8¢ more kptoi) povorépw kedakiy é aypol v§
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P21 (A16) Plutarch, Pericles

They say that one day the head of a ram with only one horn
was broughbt to Pericles from the countryside, and that the
Pmphet Lampon, when he saw that the horn was strong
and solid and had grown from the middle of the forehead,
said that, of the two forces in the city, Thucydides” and
Pericles’, the power would pass over to one man, the one
to whom this sign had appeared. But Anaxageras demon-
strated, when the slaill had been cut in half, that the brain
had not cccupied the whole of its place, but had become
elongated like an egg and had slipped out of the whole of
the cavity toward the place where the root of the horn
began. At the time, those present admired Anaxagoras, but
a little later it was Lampon, when Thucydides was dis-
missed and absolutely all of the political power passed
over to Pericles.

P22 (A32) Plutarch, Pericles

They say that Anaxagoras himself, while Pericles was busy,
lay neglected, an old man, his face already covered by a
veil [i.e. ready to die], and that he was starving himself to
death; but when this matter was brought to Pericles” at-
tention, he was dismayed, ran to the man immediately, and
entreated him as forcefully as he could, lamenting net
Anaxagoras, but himself, if he lost such 2 political advi-
sor. Then Anaxagoras uncovered his face and said to
him, “Pericles, those too who have need of a lamp pour ol
into it.”

See also MEL. P4
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Anaxagoras’ Trial (P23-P26)

P23 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.12, 13-14
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Anazxagoras” Trial (P23-P26)

P23 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

[12] Reports vary about his trial. For Sotion says in his
Succession of the Philosophers that he was accused of im-
piety by Cleon because he said that the sun is a mass of
red-hot metal; he was defended by Pericles himself, his
student, and was fined five talents and exiled. Satyrus in
his Lives says that he was brought to trial by Thucydides
(who opposed Pericles politically} [ef. P21], and not only
for impiety but also for supporting the Persians; and that
he was condemned to death in absentia. [13] [. . .] Hermip-
pus says in his Lives that he was imprisoned to await ex-
ecution; but Pericles delivered a speech, asking the people
whether they had anything to accuse him [i.e. Pericles] of
in his life, and when they said they did not, he said, “And
yet I am this man’s student; do not allow yourselves to be
carried away by slanders and do net kill the man, but listen
to me and set him free.” And he was set free; but he could
not endure the affront, and so he killed himself. [14] Hi-
eronymus says in Book 2 of his Scatiered Notes that Peri-
cles brought him into the courtroom, feeble and emaci-
ated by illness, so that he was released, more out of pity
than because of a verdict.,
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P24 (A17) Diod. Sic. 12.39.2
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P24 {Al7) Diodorus Siculus

And besides these [i.e, Phidias and Pericles, who had or-
dered a statue], they [scil. Pericles’ enemies] falsely ac-
cused Anaxagoras the ‘sophist” (sophistés), who was Peri-
cles’ teacher, of committing impiety with regard to the

gods.

P25 7
a {A1T) Plutarch, Pericles

About this time [scil. at the beginning of the Pelopon-
nesian War] [. . .] Diopeithes proposed a law according to
which those who did not acknowledge divine matters or
who taught theories about celestial phenomena would be
prosecuted, making use of Anaxagoras in order to direct
suspicion against Pericles. [. . .| In fear he [i.e. Pericles]
seized Anaxagoras in secret and sent him away from the

city.

b (< A18) Plutarch, Nicias

[. . .] but it [i.e. Anaxagoras’ theory about the light of the
moon, cf. D38] was still secret and circulated only among
a small number of people, demanding some degree of
precaution or trust. For people did not tolerate the natural
philosophers, who were called at that time “talkative air-
heads™ because they reduced divinity to irrational causes,
nonprovidential powers, and necessitated processes: so
that Protagoras was exiled [cf. PROT. P19] and Pericles
only barely managed to rescue Anaxagoras from imprison-
ment.
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P26
a (A38) Plut. Exil. 17 607F
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P26 .
a (A38) Plutarch, On Exile

But while Anaxagoras was in prison he was drawing [or:
writing about] the squaring of the circle [. . .].

b (< A3) Suda

He was exiled from Athens, Pericles having spoken in his
favor.

Another Student: Metrodorus of Lampsacus (P27)

P27 (< 59 Al, < 61.2) Diogenes Laertius
[. . .] Metrodorus of Lampsacus, who was his pupil [. . .].

Character (P28-P32)

P28 (A13) Plata, Greater Hippias

[Socrates:] He neglected the great wealth that he had in-
herited and lost everything—so stupid was the wisdom he
practiced.

P29 (A30) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

That is why they say that Anaxagoras [. . .] and men of this
sort are wise, but not prudent, when they see that these
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men do not know what is useful for themselves, and they
say that these people know what is extraordinary, marvel-
ous, difficult, and divine—but useless, since their studies
are not directed toward human goods.

P30 (< AL3) Plutarch, Pericles

This [i.e. the careful management of Pericles” household
by his slave Euangelus] is in disaccord with the wisdom of
Anaxagoras, if it is true that, because of his enthusiasm and
nobility of spirit, he abandoned his household and left his
land fallow and as pasture.

P31 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He was distinguished for high birth and wealth, but also
for nobility of spirit, for he ceded his patrimony to his
relatives [, . .].

P32 (A21) Aelian, Historical Miscellany

They say that Anaxagoras of Clazomenae was never seen
laughing nor smiling at all.
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Apothegms (P33-P41)
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Apothegms (P33--P41)

P33 (A28) Aristotle, Metaphysics

A saying of Anaxagoras’ is also reported by one of his
companions: that beings would be for them such as they
supposed them to be.

P34 (cf. A48) Tamblichus, Protreptic (from Aristotle, Pro-
trepi’ic)

“Our mind is god™: either Hermotimus or Anaxagoras said
this, and that “a mortal life has a share in a god” [cf. R9].

P35 (A30) Aristotle, Eudemian Ethics

They say that Anaxagoras said to someone who had diffi-
culties of this sort and kept asking why one might prefer
to be born rather than not to be born, “To observe the sky
and the order in the universe.”

P36 (A29} Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

For they say that Anaxagoras of Clazomenae said that the
goal of life is observation and the freedom that comes from

this [, . .].
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P37 (A30) Arist. EN 10.9 1179a13-15
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P38

a (A7* Lanza) Cic. Tusc. 3.30

{...] Anaxagorae, quem ferunt nuntiata morte filii dixisse:
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P39 (A31) Val. Max. 8.7 ext. 6

quali porro studio Anaxagoran flagrasse credimus? qui
cum e dintina peregrinatione patriam repetisset posses-
sionesque desertas vidisset, “non essem,” inquit, “ego sal-
vus, nisi istae perissent.”
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P37 (A30) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

Anaxagoras too seems not to have supposed that the happy
man is wealthy or powerful, for he said that he would
not be surprised if he seemed someone strange to most

people.

P38

a (# DK) Cicero, Tusculan Dispuiations

[...] they say that when the death of his son was reported
to him Anaxagoras said, “I knew that T had begotten a
mortal.”

b (¢ A33) Galen, On the Opinions of Hippocrates and
Plato

For this reason he [i.e, Posidonius] has cited in this con-
nection Anaxagoras’ saying: when somecne reported to
him that his son had died, he retained his composure and
said, “I knew that [ had begotten a mortal.”

P39 (A31) Valerius Maximus, Memorable Deeds and
Sayings

What kind of zeal should we believe it was that set Anax-
agoras aflame? When he returned to his country after a
long stay abroad and saw his estates in a state of aban-
don, he said, “I myself would not be safe, if these had not
perished.” '

P40 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[7] When he was accused by them [i.e. his relatives] of
neglecting it [i.e. his patrimony], he said, “Why then don’t
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you take care of it yourselves?”; and in the end he with-
drew and devoted himself to the observation of natural
phenomena, not paying any attention to political matters.
‘And when someone said to him one day, “Do you have no
care for your fatherland?™ he, replied, “Don’t be blasphe-
mous: for 1 do care for my fatherland, and indeed very
much”—-and pointed to the sky. [. . .] [10] [. . .] To someone
who asked him whether the mountains in Lampsacus
would someday become sca, they say he replied, “Yes, if
time is not lacking.” Asked one day for what purpose he
had been born, he answered, “To observe the sun, the
moon, and the sky.” To someone who said, “Yoa have been
deprived of the Athenians,” he replied, “Not at all, but
they have been, of me.” When he saw the tomb of Mau-
solus he said, “An expensive tomb is the image of a petri-
fied wealth,” [11] To someone who complained that he
was dying abroad he said, “From every place the descent
to Hades is the same.” [. . .] [13] And once when both
pieces of news were reported to him, one about his con-
demnation and the other about the death of his children,
he said about the condemnation, “Nature has long since
condemned both them and me,” and about his children,
“] knew that T begot them as mortals.” (Some people at-
tribute this saying to Solon, and others to Xenophon.)

P41 (A34) Stobaeus, Anthology

Anaxagoras said that there are two things that teach us
about death: the time before our birth, and sleep.
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Nickname (P42-P43)

P42 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 2.6
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Nickname (P42-P43)
P42 {< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[...] For this reason [i.e., the cosmogonic role of mind; cf.
D277 he was nicknamed ‘Mind.” And Timon says about
him in his Mockeries (Sillot):

And they say that Anaxagoras is somewhere, valorous
hero, '

‘Mind,” because he has a mind that, having suddenly
awakened

All things that were jumbled beforehand, pinched
them together.

1 Diogenes Laertius locates this episode at the beginning of
the treatise, like Astius (cf, ANAXAG. D3, n. 2).

P43 (¢ Al5) Plutarch, Pericles

[. . .] Anaxagoras [. . .] whom the men of that time
called *Mind,” either because they admired the great un-
derstanding, manifestly superior, that he had for natural
philosophy (phusiologia), or because he was the first to
establish as the principle for ordering the whole world not
chance or necessity but pure and unmixed mind, which
separates the homoeomeries! in all the other things, which
are mixed [cf. D27].

1 On the meaning of this term, see D3, n. 1.

Cf. also P48
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A Doubiful Anecdote (P44)
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A Doubtful Anecdote (P44)

P44 (A40) From a miscellaneous manuseript in Munich

Some people say that Anaxagoras wrote a treatise about
unsolvable problems and called it Thong, because he ex-
pected readers to be trussed up by its difficulties.

Last Years and Honors (P45-P48)

P45 (< A3) Suda

And after he reached Lampsacus he ended his life there
by starving himself to death. He killed himself at the age
of seventy because he had been imprisoned by the Athe-
nians for introducing a new doctrine about god.

P46 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

And in the end he retired to Lampsacus and died there.
And when the magistrates of the city asked him what he
wished to be done regarding himself, he asked that chil-
dren be allowed to play every year in the month in which
he had died; and this custom is preserved to the present
day. When he died, the citizens of Lampsacus buried him
with great honor and inscribed an epitaph:

Here, having arrived at the farthest limit of the truth
About the celestial world, Anaxagoras reposes.
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P47 (A23) Alcidamas in Aristotle’s Rhetoric

The citizens of Lampsacus buried Anaxagoras, who was a
foreigner, and they honor him to the present day.

P48 (A24) Aelian, Historical Miscellany

An altar has been erected for him too [i.e. besides the
epitaph in his honor, cf, P46] and it bears an inscription,
oneﬂ[ISCﬂ- says] that it is dedicated to Mind, ancther to
Truth.

Iconography (P49}

P49 (A27) Richter I, p. 108 and Figures 574-75; Richter-
Smith, p. 86 and Figure 49; Koch, “Ikonographie,” in
Flashar, Bremer, Rechenauer {2013), L.1, pp. 223, 225.
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D
Only One Book (D1)

D1 Diogenes Laertius
a (¢ A37)

[...] others, who wrote only one treatise: [. . .] Anaxagoras.

b (< AL)

Anaxagoras was also the first person to publish a book in
the form of a treatise.!

I Text and meaning uncertain,

Three Summaries Going Back Ultimately to
Theophrastus (D2-D4)

D2 (< A4l} Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Among those who say that they [i.e. the principles] are
infinite in number, some said that they are simple and
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homogeneous, others that they are composite, nonhomo-
geneous, and contrary, but characterized by what domi-
nates. Anaxagoras [. . .], after having shared in the phi-
losophy of Anaximenes, was the first person to transform
the doctrines about the principles and to supply the miss-
ing [scil. final] cause. As for the corporeal principles, he
posited that they are infinite. For all the homeomers like
water, fire, or gold, are ungenerated and indestructible,
and they only appear to be generated and destroyed by
virtue of combination and separation, since every thing is
in every thing, and each thing is characterized by what
dominates in it. For that thing appears as gold in which
there is much that is golden, even il every thing is in it. At
least, Anaxagoras says that “in every thing there is a
portion of every thing” and “that of which each thing
contains the most, this is what it is and was most
manifestly” [cf. D26, D27]. And Theophrastus says that
Anaxagoras speaks in a way similar to Anaximander, for the
latter says that at the time of the separation of the unlim-
ited, related things move toward each other, and that ev-
erything that was gold in the whole becomes gold, and
whatever earth, earth, and similarly for each of the other
things, on the idea that they are not generated but were
already present within earlier [cf. ANAXIMAND. R7-
R9].! As for motion and generation, Anaxagoras assigned
as their cause mind, by the action of which things, in sep-
arating, generated the worlds and the nature of everything
else,

L Theophrastus is summarizing Anaximanders theory in
Anaxagorean terms.
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D3 (A46) Astius

Anaxagoras [. . .] asserted that the principles of the things
that are are the homeomeries.! For it seemed to him to be
very difficult to explain how, something can come about
out of what is not, or be destroyed into what is not. In any
case the food that we ingest is simple and of a single spe-
cies (like the bread of Demeter and water when we drink
it), and out of this are nourished the hair, veins, arteries,
flesh, sinews, bones, and all the other parts. But since this
happens, it must be recognized that everything that exists
is present in the food ingested and that everything grows
from out of the things that are; and that in that food there
are parts that generate blood, sinews, bones, and every-
thing else—parts that are observed by reason. For one
should not refer everything to sensation, because bread
and water produce these things, but they contain parts
visible by reason. Given, then, that the parts (meré) in food
are similar (hometa) to the things that are generated, he
called them ‘homeomeries’ (homoiomereiai} and asserted
that they are the principles of the things that are, and that
the homeomeries are the matter, and the efficient cause is
mind, which organized everything, He begins as follows:
“All things were together” [cf. D9], and mind has sep-
arated them and put them in order? [. . .].

1 *Homeomeries’ {or ‘homeomers’) is the Aristotelian term for
homogeneous substances. These terms do not go back to Anax-
agoras, Cf. R14-R15. 2 Agtius” formulation suggests that
the action of mind was mentioned from the véry beginning of the
treatise, but this was not the case (cf. also P42},
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D4 (< A42) Ps.-Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

[1] After him [i.e. Anaximenes] comes Anaxagoras [. . .].
He said that the principle of the whole is mind and matter,
mind that makes, and matter that becomes. For when all
things were together, mind supervened and separated and
organized them. He says that the material principles are
unlimited [scil. in number] and that the smaller ones
among them are unlimited.! [2] All things participate in
motion because they are moved by mind, and similar
things are combined. What is in the heavens has been
ordered by the circular motion: the dense, the moist, the
dark, the cold, and everything heavy has combined toward
the center, and the earth was formed from their solidifica-
tion; what is opposed to them, <the rarefied, > the warm,
the bright, the dry, and the light, rushed outward toward
the farthest part of the aether.

1 Text uncertain.

[3] The earth is flat in shape and remains floating because
of its size and because there is no void and because the air,
which possesses a very great force, bears the earth which
rides upon it. [4] As for what on the earth is liquid, the sea
is composed both from the waters that it contains (after
evaporation, what remained was this) and from the rivers
that pour into it. [5] The rivers derive their existence both
from rains and from the waters that are under the earth.
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. P , P . ;
Diels: 7 7€ év adrfj U8ate éarpiodévre TmoorrdeTe mss.

51



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY VI

A} !8 ’ 3 -~ 3 -~ fal ) h 3 x Is
kal é V8drwrd Thv &v Tf Y €lvan yop alTTY Kolhyy
L' o E) -~ I A\ bl o)
kal Exew U8wp év tols wothduaocw. Tov 8¢ Nellow
L A by r 7 r 3 Y
atferfar kard 16 Gépos raradepoudvar els adrov
e8 3 PR ~ 3 A3 ~ 4 ’ o 8\
vodrar dmd rdr év Tols dprTols? yrdvwr. [6] Hhiov Bé
\ / hY ’ h) 2 4 T 3
kal oehfryy kal wdvre 76 dorpa Mbovs evar éu-
4 Z L by Ll a5 2 #
wipovs, cupmepindfévras vmo Ths <roiXS aiflépos

~ - > € ’ ~ 5 oy 4 5\
mepupopiis. evor & vwoxdrw TGV doTpev MAlp xai
oehyl odpard Taa cvpmepLdepduera, Huly dépato.

398droy L in marg: edrdy ceft.
Roeper 5 ¢ro5> Brandis 6 fAiov kol oeddfrny mss,,
- corr. Roeper

[7] +6s 8¢ Oepudryros pay aiclbdverbfor Tév dorpwy
Sud 70 paxpav elval Ty dwéoracw Tis yis 1 8é
L] 3 I'd N\ ~ © rd Y b ’ 3
ovy Spolws Beppa T MAlp Biad 70 xbpar Exew Yu-
xpotépov. €lvar 8¢ Ty celipyy kateTépw TOU Mhiov,
i < - ¢ 72 M b 4 2
mAnoLTepoy Nudy, [8] dmepéyew B¢ Tov ffhiov ueyéfe
Y rd * by -~ Y 2 A4
iy Mehomdvvmoov, 16 8¢ ¢ds Ty cehjvmr ui} iBiov
L4 L) Y L) h ~ ’ A 8\ - o
€xew, ahAe amo ToU nAlov. THY O TAV GOTpwY TEpL-
hY c Y -~ r 1 Id Y A 4
dopdv vwd yiy yiveahas. [9] éxhetmer 8¢ Ty aehpmy
yite dvrupparTodons, éviore 8¢ kal vdv Umokdre s
oehrrns, TOv 88 Hhwov Tals vovunriows oeNirns orTe-
4 Y hY ™~ hY o )
dparrovons. Tpomds 8¢ woelgfar xal Mhwor kal
gehirmy drwbovuévovs® vmd ToT dépos. oehfimy Bé
mohhdkis Tpémeafun Sud 70 py Sdvecfac kpatety Tol
~ 2 P -~ vq 5 N
Yuypet. [10] odros addpiore mphitos ot wept Tds
3 s A Ed > b 2 ol A
éxheifers xal Puriopols. édn 8¢ ywivmy evar Ty
cedipyy Exew Tet év alrf medila kal ddpayyes. Tév

52

4 duraprTiKols

ANAXAGORAS

For this latter is hollow and contains water in its cavities.
The Nile rises in the summer when waters coming from
snows to the north! flow down into it. [6] The sun, the
moon and all the heavenly bodies are fiery stones which
are carried along by the rotation of the aether. There exist
below the heavenly bodies certain bodies that are borne
along together with the sun and moon and that are invis-
ible to us.

1 But ¢f. D66.

[7] The heat of the heavenly bodies is not perceived be-
cause of the earths considerable distance from them.
Moreover, they are not hot as the sun is because they oc-
cupy a colder region. The moon is below the sun, closer
to us. [8] The sun surpasses the Peloponnese in size. The
moon does not possess its own light but receives it from
the sun. The revolution of the heavenly bodies oceurs un-
der the earth. [9] The eclipse of the moon occurs when
the earth stands in the way, and sometimes the bodies
below the moon, and that of the sun, when the moon
stands in the way at the time of the new moon. The returns
[Le. solstices] of both the sun and the moon occur when
they are repelled by the air. But the moon turns frequently
hecause it is not able to overcome the cold. [10] He was
the first person to determine what is involved in eclipses
and illuminations [i.e. the lunar phases]. He said that the
moon is like the earth and possesses plains and precipices.
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Epistemology (D5-D8)

D35 (B21) Sext. Adv. Math. 7.90
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The Milky Way is the reflection of the light of the heavenly
hodies that are not illuminated by the sun. The shooting
stars come, like sparks leaping down, from the movement

of the pole.

[11] Winds occur when the air becomes thin because of
the sun and what is completely burned recedes toward the
pole and withdraws from it. Thunder and lightning occur
because of heat, when it falls onto clouds. [12] Earth-
quakes occur when the upper air falls onto the air that is
located under the earth; for when this latter moves, the
earth, which rides upon it, is shaken too. Living beings
were born at the beginning in what was moist, and after
this from one another; and males are born when the seed,
having been separated out from the parts on the right,
becomes fastened onto the parts of the womb on the right,
females when the opposite occurs. :

Epistemology (D5-D8)

D35 (B21) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

Anaxagoras, the natural philosopher par excellence, re-
proaches the senses with their woakness, saying, “be-
cause of their feebleness, we are not able to dis-

1 duavpdryros Ritter
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tinguish what is true,” and cites as proof of their
untrustworthiness the gradual change of colors, For if we
took two colors, black and white, and we poured drop by
drop the one into the other, our sight would not be able to
distinguish the gradual changes, although they exist in the
nature of things.

D6 (< B2la) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logiciens
Appearances: vision of things that are invisible.

D7
a {< A97) Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism

[. . .] Anaxagoras opposed to snow being white [scil. the
argument] that snow is frozen water, that water is black,
and hence that snow is black,

b {A98) Scholia on Homer's Hliad

“black water”: Anaxagoras, since it is by nature black; in-
deed, smoke is black because it ascends from the water
present in logs.!

1 It is uncertain whether the last part of the sentence belongs
to Anaxagoras.

D8 (< A96) Aétius

Anaxagoras [. . .J: sensations are deceptive.
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From the Opening of Anaxagoras’ Book: Principles
and the Primordial State of the World (D9-D14)

D9 {B1) Simpl. Ir Phys., p. 155.26-30 [Butt Tol} wpdTOU
réy Dvowdy Mywv dr apxns]

Suofh xpipare wdvra fv dmepn kai whijfos wai
ouikpdmyTa: Kol yap TO opkpdy dmetpov M. kol

z < ~oo3s s8\ » 8 A. 1 L.
mdpTov Spod édvrwv oibér frdnlov! Wy dmo opu-
kpéryros mdvra yap dijp Te kal aifp xareiyev
dudérepa Emepa ébvra- Tadra yap péyroro EveoTiv
év 7ols ovumact kol mhfjle wai peyéfe?

1 #p8nhov EF: elifnhov D
Anaxag. Sider

2 raiira . . . peyéfeabiudic.

D10 (B2) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 155.31-156.1 [peer” At
yov] ‘

xal yap dhp ve xai alffp dmwokpivovrar dms Tob
molhod ol mepiéxovros, kal T6 ye mepiéxov dmepby
éorri 0 wAffos.

D11 (A70) Theophr. Sens. 58

by Y N M b I b3 8\ b by
O pév pavde kel hewror epudv, 70 O¢ AUKVOY Kol

A\ 7 o L) I -~ Y > s
maxd Juxpdy, domep Avafuydpas Biatpet TOov dépa
kai Tov aifépe.
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From the Opening of Anaxagoras” Book: Principles
and the Primordial State of the World (D9-14)

D9 (B} Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics
[“through Book 1 of his Physics, saying at the beginning”]

All things were together, unlimited both in quantity
and in smallness; for what was small too was unlim-
jted. And as all things were together, nothing was
manifest on account of the smallness. For air {aér)
and aether (githér), both of them being unlimited,
covered them all. For these are the greatest things
present in the totality of things, both in quantity and
in magnitude.

D10 (B2) Simplicius, Commaentary on Aristotle’s Physics
[“shortly after” D9]

For both the air and the aether separate out from
the surrounding mass, and what surrounds is itself
unlimited in quantity.

D11 (A70) Theophrastus, On Sensations

‘What is rarefied and thin is warm, what is dense and thick
is cold, as Anaxagoras distinguishes air and aether.
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D12 {< B4) Simpl. In Phys., p. 34.21-26 (et al.)
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Schorn 4008¢ . . . 7¢ érépp hab. Simpl. p. 1568, om,
Simpl. p. 34.25, post érépg lac. susp. Sider 3 & elvas mss.,
corr. Bessarion

D13 (¢ B4) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 34.20-35.9 (et al.) [uer’
B\iya ths apxiis Tob wpdrov [epl dioews p. 34.25-
26, per’ dhbya p. 156.1]

rovray 8¢ oBrws éxdvrav xpr Bokely éveival molhd
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kai €pyo rareoxevacuéva, Bomep map M, Kai
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D12 (< B4) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics [probably shortly after D10, perhaps after D13]

Before these things [i.c. probably air and aether] sepa-
rated out, all things being together, there was not
any manifest color either; for it was prevented by the
mixture of all things, of the moist and the dry, of the
warm and the cold, of the bright and the dim, with
much earth present within, and seeds vnlimited in
quantity not at all resembling one another. For none
of the other things either was similar to each other.
These things being so, one must think that all things
are present in the totality of the whole.

D13 (< B4) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ies [“shortly after the beginning of the first book On Na-
ture”; “shortly after” D10, probably shortly after D121]

These things being so, one must think that many
things and of all kinds are present in all the aggre-
gates and [or: i.e.] seeds of all things, possessing all
kinds of shapes, colors, and flavors; and that in par-
ticular human beings were formed [literally: solidi-
fied] as well as all the other animated beings (z6a)
that possess life (psukhé); and that these human be-
ings possess inhabited cities and cultivated fields,
just as among us, and that they have a sun and a

1The last sentence of D12 is almost identical with the first
sentence of P13,

1¢&v elvas mss., cort. Diels
2 gurmppéras Simpl. p. 157.12
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Hédy Te adroiow elvar kol cehfiny kel Td. dNa,
domep map’ Huiv, kel Ty yiv adrolol ¢l wodrd
7€ kal wavrola, Gv éxeivol 7o dvitoTa’ cuvevecdue-
vor eis T olkmow xpdvraw TabTa pér odr pot
Aéhekraur wepi Ths darokploios, 8re otk dv map’ Huiv
povov dmorpiletn, dAho kot GAAY.

3 7t defuerra Simpl. p. 157.15, alia leviter discrepantia p. 35.7

D14 (B9) Simpl. In Phys., p. 35.14-18 [uer’ dhiyov]
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Nothing Comes from Nothing {D15-21)

D15 (B17) Simpl. In Phys., p. 163.20-24 [& 79 wpare

oy Dvowkdv]

o 8¢ yiverfar xal dwé\wolbai ok pfds vouilov-
ow of “ElAyres: oddév yop xpfina vyiverar ovdé
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moon and the other [scil. heavenly bodies], just as
among us, and that the earth produces for them
many things and of all kinds, of which they gather
the most useful ones into their household and make
use of them. This then is what I had to say about the
separation, that there will not have been separation
among us alone, but elsewhere too.2

2 Some scholars think that Simplicius’ quotation comprises
two fragments, the first having a general bearing, the second
{starting with “and that theze human beings”) hearing on other
worlds than ours. But this passage may also refer to other regions
of the world we inhabit.

D14 (BY) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics
[“shortly after” 1D13]

[. . .] while these things revolve and separate out
under the effect of the force and rapidity. As for the
force, it is the rapidity that causes it, and their rapid-
ity does not resemble anything, as far as rapidity is
concerned, among the things that exist now among
humans, but it is certainly many times more rapid.

Nothing Comes from Nothing (D15-D21)

D15 (B17) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics [“in the first book of the Physics”]

The Greeks do not coneeive correctly either what it
is to come to be or what it is to be destroyed. For no
thing comes to be or is destroyed; but rather, out of
things that are, there is mixing and separation. And
so, to speak correctly, they would have to eall coming
to be ‘mixing’ and being destroyed “separating.’
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D16 (B5) Simpl. In Phys.. p. 156.10-12

/ 8\ < 2. b -4
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D17 (< A50) Arist, Phys. 3.5 205b 1-5
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D18 (< A43) Arist. Metaph. A3 984al11-16
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D16 (B5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Since it is in this way that things have separated, one
must recognize that all things [i.e. taken in their total-
ity] are neither less numerous nor more numerous
(for it is not possible to be more numerous than all
things), but rather the totality of things is always
equal [scil. in quantity].

D17 (< A50) Aristotle, Physics

For Anaxagoras [. . .] says that the unlimited maintains
itself stable by itself,’ and that this happens because it is
in itself: for nothing else surroundsit [. . .].

1 The expression “maintains itself stable by itself” might go
back to Anaxagoras.

D18 (¢ A43) Aristotle, Metaphysics

Anaxagoras [. . .| says that the principles are unlimited
[scil. in number]; for he says, does he not, that all the
homeomers {like water and fire) come to be and are de-
stroyed in this way, viz. by aggregation and separation
alone, and that they neither come to be nor are destroyed
in any other way, but remain, eternal.

D19 {cf. A54) Adtius

Anaxagoras and his followers [, . .]: mixtures occur by jux-
taposition.
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D20 (< A52) Arist, Phys. 1.4 187a23-29
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D20 (¢ A52) Aristotle, Physics

For these men too [i.e. Empedocles and Anaxagoras] say
that all other things separate out from the mixture. But
they differ from one another in that [. . .] for the one, these
are the unlimited [scil, in number] homeomers and the
contraries, while for the other [i.e. Empedocles] they are
only what are called the elements. Anaxagoras seems to
have thought that they are unlimited in this way because
he accepted as true the common view of the natural phi-
losophers that nothing can come to be out of what is
not [, ..].

D21 (< B10) Scholia on Gregory of Nazianzus

How could it be possible, he says, that out of nonhair hair
could ever come to be, and flesh cut of nonflesh?! He
made these assertions not orly abont bodies but also about
colors. For he said that in black there is present white, and
white in black. He posited the same thing about weights,
supposing that the light is mixed with the heavy and in-
versely the latter with the former.

1 Scholars disagree on whether or not this is a verbal citation.

All Things Are in All Things (D22-D25)

D22 (B8) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

The things that are in the one world order have not
been separated from one another and they have not
been chopped apart by an ax, neither the warm from
the cold, nor the cold from the warm.
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D23 (< B7) Simpl. In Cael., p. 608.26
. . Gore 76y dmokpwopbvoy pi eldévar 76 whfiflos
piire Aoy prire Epyg.

D24 (B3) Simpl. In Phys., p. 164.17-20
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D25 (B6) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 164.26-165.1
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D23 (< BT) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s On
the Heavens

. so that of the things that separate out one does
pot know the quantity either in theory {logos) or in
deed.

D24 (B3) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

For there is not, of what is small, something that
would be the smallest, but rather always something
that is smaller: for it is not possible, for what is, not
to be. But of what is large too there is always some-
thing larger. And it is equal to the small in quantity,
but with reference to itself each thing is at the same
time both large and small,

D25 (B6) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

And since the portions of both the large and the
small are equal in quantity, in this way too all things
would be in every thing; and it is not possible to be
apart, but all tlungs posses a portion of every thing;

and since it is not possible that something be the
smallest, it would not be possible that there be sep-
aration or existence by itself [i.e. independent], but
rather all things, just as at the beginning, so too now
are together, and in all things there are also many of
the things that are separating out, equal in quantity,
hoth in the larger and in the smaller ones.
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Mind (D26-D28)

D26 (B11) Simpl. In Phys., p. 164.23-24
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Mind (D26-D28)

D26 (B11), Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics
In every thing there is a portion of every thing ex-
cept of mind,! but there are things in which mind too
is Present.

10m “In every thing except mind there is a portion of every
thing,”

D27 (B12) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

The other things possess a portion of every thing,
buat mind is unlimited and master of itself, it has not
been mixed with any thing, but is the only one to be
jtself by itself. For if it were not by itself, but had
been mixed with some other thing, it would partici-
pate in all things, if it had been mixed with any; for
in every thing is present a part of every thing, as I
said earlier, And the things that would be mixed with
it would prevent it from having control over any
thing in the same way as it does being alone by itself.
For it is at the same time both the thinnest of all
things and the purest, and in particular it retains
the full decision [or: understanding] concerning every
thing and possesses the greatest power; and of the
things that have life, whether they are larger or
smaller, of these mind is master; and mind has been
master of the whole rotation, so that there would be
rotation at the beginning. And the rotation began at

4 petlw xai e\doow 156.21: ra pefllo kol vd éhdoowm 177.2
5 rol) mss.: Tov Diels
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first from the small, then it rotates more broadly,
and it will continue to become even broader. And the
things that mix as well as those that are detached and
separate out—all these mind decided [or: knew]. And
as things were going to be and as all things were that
now are not, and as all things are now and as they
will be, mind separated and ordered them all, as well
as this rotation, which is being performed now by
the heavenly bodies, the sun, the moon, the air, and
the aether, which are separating out. And the ro-
tation itself caused the detachment. And from the
rarefied the dense separates out, from the cold the
warm, from the dark the bright, and from the moist
the dry. Numerous are the parts of numerous things;
yet nothing is completely detached or separates out
from one another, except mind. But all mind is sim-
ilar, the larger and the smaller, and nothing else is
similar to anything else, but that of which each thing
contains the most, this is what each thing is and was
most manifestly.

D28 (B14) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Mind t. . .t is now too where all the other things
are as well, in the surrounding mass, in the things
that have separated more (?) and in those that are
separating,
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Cosmogony (D29-D32)

D29

a (AB9* Lanza) Arist. Phys. 8.1 250b24-26
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Cosmogony (D29-132)

D29
a (= DK) Aristotle, Physics

For he says .that, when all thiﬁgs were together and at rest
for an infinite time, mind introduced motion and sepa-
rated them. P

b (B13) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

And wh.en mind began to cause motion, there was
separating out from all that was moving, and what-
ever mind moved, all this was separated. But the
rotation of the things that were moving and separat-
ing resulted in the production of a much greater
separating.

D30 (BL5) Simplicius, Commenta: Ari k
ics [“shortly after” D27] 1y o Arisotles Fhys

What is dense and what is moist and what is cold and
what is dark came together to where earth [or: the
earth] is now, while what is thin and what is warmland
what is dry went outward to the farthest part of the
acther.
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D31 (B16) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 179.8-10 {dard TouTéwy
.. . Yy pod) et 135.21-23 (éx pév ydp tdv vedperdv . . .
uéAhov Tob U8aros) (& T¢ mpdre TV Puoudy 155.

21]

/
dmd rovréwy dmoxpwopévev cvpmiyvvrar i) éx
» Y - ~ o 3 I4 3 8\ "~
pév yop Tév veperdy G8wp dmorpiverar, éx O Tob
S8aros v, éx 8¢ ths yhs Mbor ovpmiyrvvrad vmo
Tod Yuxpod, ofror 8¢ éxxwpéovar pbAhov Tof Uda-

Tos.

1 Miflow gvpmiyvvvrar 179.10: Mbos cupmiyvvras 155.22
D32 (< A7) Ast. 2.8.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [ris % alria 7ol Tov
wboov éyrhbijracl

[...] Avafaydpas perd TO ovoThvas TOV KOTHOV Kal
o Lpa éx s yis ayayey épxhbival mos Tov
kbapov ék ol adTopdrov els 7O peanuBpuwov avroi
wépos [, . =R30].

Cosmology (D33-D52)
The World Order (D33-D35)

D33 (¢ AB3) Ast. 2.1.2 (Stob.) [mepl xdopov]

[.. JArafayépas [. . .] éva OV Kéopov.

D34 (A64) Simpl. In Phys., p. 154.29-31

[...] ov Avaéaydpor Myew dmaf yevpevov Tov
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D31 (B16) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics [“in the first book of the Physics™]

Out of these things, as they separate out, earth so-
lidifies: for from the clouds water separates out, and
from the water earth; and from earth stones solidify
by the effect of the cold, and these go farther ount-
ward than water.,!

! Probably referring to the distance of the heavenly bodies.

D32 {< A6T) Aétius

[. . .] Anaxzagoras: after the world had been formed and
animals had come ont of the sarth, the world inclined
somehow on its own toward its southern part [. . .].

Cosmology (D33-D52)
The World Order (D33-D35)

D33 (¢ AG3) Aétius

[. . .] Anaxagoras [. . .]: there is [scil. only] one world.

D34 (A64) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physies
[. . .] Anaxagoras says that the world, ence it has come
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- > ~ 2 oy -~ -~
k6o pov éc rov ulyparos Srapévew Aovmrov vwo Tob voi
~ e
épeaTdros Siotcovuerby Te Kal duarpevipevor [, ]

D35
a (< A65) ABt. 2.4.6 (Stob.) [el ddpfapros 6 kbopos]
[.. ] Avafayépas [. . .] pOaprov Tov kéouov.

b (# DK) Alex. In Phys. 250b18, p. 529 Rashed

&va xéapov yamrov ko dgfaprov é€ jHovxies 1.. .1

Astronomy (D36-D52)
Aether (D36-D37)

D36 (A71)Aét. 2.13.3(Stob.) [ris 1) odoia 7dV doTpwy,
mhovnréy kol dmhoridv]

Avafaybpas Tov mepiketpevor aifépa mipwor uév el-
vay katd Ty obolav, Tf) O ebrovig Ths mepdurioens
dvapmdoavra mérpovs dmd Ths yhs Kol koTadhé-
Eovra Tolrovs YoTepwrévar.

D37

a (A73* Lanza) Arist. Meteor, 1.3 335b21-24

[...]6 yip heyduevos albip wahawy eihnde v

s a 3 4 A ”~ . L.
wpoonyyopiay, fiv Avafarybpas pev TG wUPL TOLTOY

78

ANAXAGORAS

- about out of the mixture, continues thereafter to be ad-

ministered and to separate by the controlling mind [. . .].

D35
a (¢ A65) Aétius {
[. . .] Anaxagoras [. . .]: the world is destructible.

b (# DK) Alexander of Aphrodisias, Scholia on Aristotle’s
Physics

one world, ungenerated and indestructible, coming from
inactivity [. . .J.!

1 Either D35a or D35b must be erroneous, probably the
latter.

Astronomy (D36-D52)
Aether (D36-D37)
D36 (A71) Astius |

Anaxagoras: the surrounding aether is of fire according to
its substance and, having snatched up stones from the
carth by the vigor of its rotation and having ignited them,
it has turned them into heavenly bodies.

D37
a (# DK) Aristotle, Meteorology

[...] for what is called ‘aether’ received in ancient Hmes
its name, which Anazagoras, I believe, thought meant the
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nyfooclal por Soxel ompatvenr To TE Yip dve

7 3 o s R TS 8/ 307
ThYpn TUpds elrar kdkeivovs! rhv éket Olvapw alfépo
xahelv évdpioen [. . ).

1 kaxetros mss., corr, Thurot

b (A73) Arist. Cael. 1.3 270b24

Avafaydpas 88 karayphira: vf Svdpare TovTw 0V Ka-
t G
Ade Svoudlel vap alépa dvri wupds.

¢ {A73) Simpl. In Cael., p. 119.2-4

aitidrar 8¢ o Avafaylpav ob xalds érvpohoyi)-

N ~ 37 » L ~ o o 3 \
oorta 10 Tob aifépos dvopa dwd Tol alflew, § éoru 10
kaiew, wal did TobiTo émi Tob wUPds alTd Ypdperov.

Sun and Moon (D38-D45)

D38 (< Al8) Plut. Nic. 23

€ A ~ I4 I i s by 6

6 yop mwpltos codéoraréy Tet mdvrwy kai fappa-

Aedraror mwept oreljms kaTavyaoudy kol oxids Ad-
a A 14 L) ’

yov els ypapny rarafiépevos Avafoydpas [ . . cf.

P23b].

1.ye mss., corr. Reiske
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same thing as “fire.” For he considered that the upper re-
ions are full of fire and that they [i.e, the ancients] had
called the property (dunamis) that is found there ‘acther’

[L..]

4

b (A73)} Aristotle, On the Heavens
Anaxagoras uses this word [i.e, ‘acther’] incorrectly; for he
says ‘aether” instead of ‘fire.

1 For Aristotle, aether is the element that ‘econtinually runs’
{aei thein) and not the one that ‘burns’ (aithein).

¢ (A73) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s On the
Heavens

He accuses Anaxagoras of mistakenly deriving the word
‘aither” from aithein, that is, ‘to bum,” and using it for this
reason for ‘fire.’

Sun and Moon (D38-D45)
D38 (< A18) Plutarch, Nicias

Anaxagoras, the first person to have put into writing the
clearest and boldest explanation of all concerning the il-
luminations and darkenings of the moon [, . .].
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D39 (< AT5) Procl. In Tim. 4 ad 38d (vol. 3, p. 63.26-30
Diehl)

[. . ] kei otd¢ radrs Npfer adros Ths Srobérems,
&M\ Avafayépas Todro mpdros vmékafey, os ioTdpn-
oev Eidnuos [Frag. 147 Wehrli].

D40 {B18) Plut. Fac. orb. lun. 16 929B

Hhos vrifyo Tff cehdyy T hapmpdr.

D41 (A76) Plat. Crat. 409a-b

a2 - 4 o o < ’ 3 Y ~
[...] 8 éxeivos vewori Eheyer, 811 1) celfry amo Tob
€ -~ LA |
Hhiov Exer T Pds [ . .| véov 8 mov kal Evov del éoTu

b A s -~ Y ~ LS ’A 9"\ 13

wepl ™y cehjrmy Tobro 0 Gds, elwep adnbn o
Avafaydpeor Aéyovor kikhg ydp mov del odTiv

h 4 3 A 2 4 < 8\ < 4 by ~
mepuay véov del émiBdlle, Evov O¢ vmdpXeL TO ToY
wporépou pmpds.

D42 (< AT7) At 2.25.9 (Ps.-Plut., Stob.) [wept obaias
aehfums]

Avalaydpas [. . .] orepéopa Sidaupor Exov év éavrd
webla kai dpm xol Gdpayyas,

D43 (A77) Schol. in Apoll. Rhod. 1.498

A -
v 8¢ cehiimpy 6 abros Avafaydpas xOpav TAaTeY
° -~ - ’
drodaives, é€ Hs doxel 6 Nepeatos Méwp memraxéva.
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D39 (< AT5) Proclus, Commentary on Plato’s Timacus

[...]but he [i.e. Plato] was not the originator of this doc-
trine [scil. the ‘conjunctive introduction’ of the sun and
moon in the world] either: Anaxagoras was the first person
to have thought of this, as Eudemus has reported.

D40 (B18) Plutarch, On the Face in the Moon
The sun puts brighiness into the moon.

P41 (AT6) Plato, Cratylus

[...Jwhat that man [i.e. Anaxagoras] recently said, viz. that
the moon receives its light from the sun [. . .]. And this
light in the case of the moon is always in some way both
new (neon) and old {henon), if what the Anaxagoreans say
is true; for since it [i.e. the sun] is always going around it
in a circle, it always casts a new [scil. light] upon it, while
the one [scil. the light] of the previous month is old.!

11t is uncertain whether the latter point goes back to Anax-
agoras himself.
D42 (< A77) Adtius
Anaxagoras [. ..]: [scil. the moon is] a fiery solid possessing
in itself plains, mountains, and precipices.
D43 (AT77) Scholia on Apollonius Rhodius

The same Anazagoras declares that the moon is 2 flat place,
from which he [or: one] thinks that the Nemean lion fell.

1 arodaive. Memeke: dmodaiveras L: &dm P
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D44 (< ATT) Akt 2.30.2 (Stob.) [mepi éuddoews adrijs
ral dic i yeddes daiverar
Avafaydpas dropeldmra avykpiparos Sid 1o -
xpopryes dua ral yeddes, Ta uéy éxovons tmid 74
dé ramewa 1o O€ wotha [.. .].

D45 (AT7) Ast. 2.20.6, 7 (Stob.) [mepi xhelpews oehri-
vs)

a

[6][.. .] Avatayipas .. .]rds pev pmpiaiovs dmroxpi-
Yeas cuvodedovoar abriy Mhip kai mepthapmopévny
wortofar, Toe & éhelfes els TO oxiaopn TS Yis
durminrovoar, perelv pév dudorépuy Thv aoTépov
vevouérms, uAlhor 8¢ is oehirms drtupparTouérns.

b

[7] Avafaydpas, &s dnor Bedppuctos [Frag. 236
FSH&G], xai 7ér tmokdre Tis oehirys o bre ow-
pdrwy émampoofoivrep.

Other Heavenly Bodies (D46-D49)

D46 (< Al2) Plut. Lys. 12

i 3 3R

[...=P7] elvas B¢ xel vdv doTpwr éxaorov olx év. j
by 7 r

mépue xdpg Mbaddny yip dvra xai Bapén hdumew

pév durepelaes kol mepihdae Tob aifépos, Exeata
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D44 (< AT7) ABtius

Anaxagoras: [scil. the reason the moon has the same ap-
pearance as the earth is] the irregularity of its aggregate,
because it is mixed with cold and at the same time is
earthy, itself having some places that are high, others low,
and others hollow [. . .].1

L The continnation of this notice is almost identical with the
entry on Parmenides in this same chapter (= PARM. D31); its
presence in the entry on Anaxagoras is probably due to an error.

D45 (¢ A77) Adtius
a

[. . .| Anaxagoras [. . .]: [scil. the moon] disappears every
month because it follows the sun’s path and s illuminated
[scil. by it], and it undergoes eclipses beeause it falls into
the shadow of the earth when this latter comes between

the two heavenly badies, or rather when the moon is oe-
culted [scil. by the earth],

b

Anaxagoras, as Theophrastus says, [scil. says that eclipses
occur] also when it happens that the bodies that are below
the moon are sometimes interposed.

Other Heavenly Bodies (D46-D49)

D46 (< A12) Plutarch, Lysander

[...] Each of the heavenly bodies is not in its natural place.
For, being made of stone and heavy, they shine because of
the resistance and refraction (periklasis) of the aether, but

85



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY VI
8¢ ¥mo Blas oduyydueva Sivy ral téve Ths mepido-
pés, dbs mou Kal 7o wpéTov ékparify pa meoeiv Sedipo

rév Yuxpdy xoi Papéwv dmoxpwopévey Tol marTés
[...1

D47 (< AT8) Aét. 2.16.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepi Tis 7dv doré-
pov ¢opds kal xwforens]

Avafayépasi.. )4’ dwarohdv éml Svopds déperbon
mdrTas Tovs AoTépas.

D48 (< AT9) Ach. Tat. Introd. Araf. 1.13

Tovs dorépas B¢ {Ga elvar obre Avooyépg otrel. . .
of. ATOM. D90] SoxeL.

D49 (< A80) Arist. Meteor: 1.8 345a25-31

ol 8¢ mepl Avafuydpov kail. . . cf. ATOM. D97] s
ol oy & fd > sl by \ o

évar 10 ydha Myovow doTpwy Twhv TOV yap Moy
Imd ™y depduevor ol dpdr & Tdv doTpwr.
doa uév ofv weprop@rar vw adrob, TolTwv pev ov

7 Y ~ 7’ Y € \ -~ e s

daivearfor 5 pés (kwhdechar yap vrd rév 1ol Hhiov
k] r o L) I's e -~ A ~

drrivov) Soots & dvrippdrrel ) yi Gore 1) opiofor
€% ~ ey S Y ' 3 Pl ’i 4 by
Ird Tob HMov, 1O Tovrwy oikelor Pds elvai dacu TO

VAEAG.
Comets and Meteors {D50-D52)

D50 (< AB1) Arist. Meteor. 1.6 342b27-29
Avalaydpos pev oty kat |, . . cf. ATOM. D99] daocw
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they are dragged along by force, bound by the vortex and
the tension of the revolution, just as at the beginning they
were dominated so that they did not fall here when the
Cold}and heavy things were being detached from the whole
[} |

D47 (< AT8) Astius

Anaxagoras [, . .]; all the heavenly bodies move from east
to west.

D48 (AT79) Achilles Tatius, Introduction to Aratus’ Phae-
nomena

Neither Anaxagoras nor [. . .] thinks that the heavenly bod-
ies are living beings.

D49 (< A80) Aristotle, Meteorology

The followers of Anaxagoras and [. . .] say that the Milky
Way is the light of certain heavenly bodies; for the sun,
when it moves under the earth, does not see certain heay-
enly bodies. The light of the ones it sees is not visible (for
this is prevented by the sun’s rays); but the light belonging
to those in front of which the earth is interposed in such
away that the sun does not see them is, they say, the Milky
Way. '

Comets and Meteors (D50-D52)
D50 (< A81) Aristotle, Meteorology

Anaxagoras and [. . .] say that comets are the conjunctive
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elvas Tovs Kopdras ovupacy TéY ThaviTer dorépar,
§ray Sia 10 whnoior éNfelv Béfwor Ovyydvew dA-

MAwr.

D51 (A83) Sen. Quaest. nat. 7.5.3

Charmander quogque in eo libro, quem de cometis com-
posuit, ait Anaxagorae visum grande insolitumque caelo
lumen magnitudine amplae trabis, et id per multos dies
fulsisse.

D52 (A82) Ast. 3.2.9 (Ps.-Plut) [wept wounrdv wal
Sugrrdvray kai Soxidwr]

s . N P , s s .
Avafayépas Tods kahovpévovs SufrTrovTas dmd Tod

st 4 I'd 7’ N by
aibépos amwbipey Slkny katadépeatiar 8to kal wop-
avrike oBérrvafot

1 eBévvvofar m: keraoSévuebies MIT

Meteorology (D53-D57)
Thunder, Lightning, and Related
Phenomena (D53}
D53
a (A84) Arist, Meteor. 2.9 360b11-19

‘Avafaydpas S Tob dvwley aibépos, 8 87 éxeivos ka-
i wip, karevexfv dvaler rdrw. Tiv pev oty Sud-
Naper dorpamiy elvas Tiw TovTov rob mupés, ToV 8¢
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shining of the planets when, by coming close together,
they seem to touch one another.

D51 (A83) Seneca, Natural Questions

Charmander too, in the book he wrote about comets, says
that Anaxagoras saw in the sky a large and unusual light,
of the size of a large plank, and that it shined brightly for
many days.

D52 (A82) Adtius

Anaxagoras: the so-called shooting stars descend from the
aether like sparks, and that is why they are extinguished at
once.

Meteorology (D53-D57)
Thunder, Lightning, and Related
Phenomena (D53)

D53
a (A84) Aristotle, Meieorology

Anaxagoras [scil, says that the fire that is found in the
clouds comes] from the higher aether, which he calls fire,’
descended from above downward. The flash of this fire,
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4 3 s b \ e I T
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Clouds, Snow, and Hail (D54)

D54
a (A85) Arist. Meteor. 1.12 348a14-20

-~ M 3 ~ -~ g > . A Ay
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then, is lightning, the noise and the hissing when it is
extinguished inside is thunder—on the idea that this
happens just as it appears—and that lightning precedes
thunder.

b (A84) Aétius

When what is warm falls onto what is cold (that is, the part
of aether onto the part of air), this produces thunder by its
noise, lightning by its color in contrast against the black-
ness of the cloud, the thunderbolt by the quantity and size
of the light, the whirlwind by fire containing a much more
abundant hodily mass, and the lightning storm (préstér)
by the mixture of the cloudy matter.

See also D63

Clouds, Snow, and Hail (D54)

D54
a {A85) Aristotle, Meteorology

Some people’ think that the cause of this phenomenon
[i.e. hail] and of its formation is that a cloud is repelled
toward the higher region, which is colder because the re-
flections of the rays coming {rom the earth stop there, and
the water that arrives there sclidifies. That is why hail-
storms occur more during the summer and in torrid areas,
because the heat pushes the clouds up all the higher away
from the earth.

1 Alexander of Aphrodistas names Anaxagoras in his commen-
tary on this passage (p. 49.13).
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b (A85) Ast. 3.4.2 (Stob.) [mepi veddy ouixAns Verdvy
Spboov yudvos mdyvns xahdlns]
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Rainbows and Related Phenomena (D35-D56)

D55 (B19) Schol. BT in I1. 17.547
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b (A85) Aétius

Anaxagoras: clouds and snow [scil. oecur] in the same way
[scil. as Anaximenes says, cf. ANAXIMEN. D21], and hail
[scil. oceurs] when some [scil. drops of water] are expelled
from solidified clouds toward the earth and become spher-
ical when they cool down during their descent.

Rainbows and Related Phenomena (D55-D56)
D55 (B19) Scholia on Homer'’s Iiad

We call ‘iris’ [i.e. the rainbow] what shines in return
in the clouds facing the sun, Therefore it is a sign of
a storm; for the water pouring around the cloud
causes wind or pours out rain.l

1 Some scholars assign only the first sentence to Anaxagoras.

D56 (A86) Agtius

Anaxagoras: [scil. the rainbow is] the reflection of the radi-
ance of the sun by a dense cloud, and it is always located
exactly opposite to the heavenly body that shows it asin a
mirror. It is in the same way that he explains the so-called
‘parhelia’ that occur in the region of the Black Sea.
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Winds (D57)

D57 (< A86a) Schol. in Aesch. Prom. 88
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The Earth (D58-D67)
The Earth Rests Upon Air (D58-1D61)

D38 (< 13 A20, A88* Lanza) Arist. Cael. 2.13 204b13-23
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3 7 post é8pdws utrum delendum an ante 4ffpdws ponendum
dub. Moraux

D59 (¢ AB8) Arist. Cael. 4.2 300a19-21
&vou pdv ody 1éY Wy doordvTov evar kevdy oddey
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Winds (D57)
D57 (¢ A86a) Scholia on Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound

The winds, according to Anaxagoras, come about from the

earth [ ..].

The Earth (D58-D67)
The Earth Rests Upon Air (D38-D61)

D58 (< 13 A20) Aristotle, On the Heavens

[...] and Anaxagoras and {...]say thatits [ie. the earth’s] -
fatness is the cause for its stationary position. For it does
not cut the air beneath it but covers it like a lid, which is
what one sees hodies possessing flatness to do; for winds
have difficulty moving these bodies too, because of their
resistance. And they say that it is in exactly the same way
that the earth acts with regard to the air underlying it,
because of its Aatness, and that since it [i.e. the air] does
not have sufficient room to move, it remains motionless
below [scil. the earth] in a dense mass, just like the water
in clepsydras. And for the fact that air that is enclosed and
stationary can bear a great weight, they provide many
proofs.

D59 (< ABS) Aristatle, On the Heavens
Some of those people who deny the existence of the void
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D60 (< AB8) Arist. Phys, 4.6 213a22-27
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D61 (< AB9) Ps.-Arist. Probl. 16.8 914b9-15
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1 #xhov mss., corr. Bussemaker

Earthquakes (D62-D63)

D62 (A89)
a Arist. Meteor. 2.7 365a19--25

rd I
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did not define anything about what is light and heavy, like
Anaxagoras [. . .].

DGO (< A68) Aristotle, Physics

Those people who try to prove that it [i.e. the void] does
not exist do not refute what men mean by void’ [. . .]; this
is the case of Anaxagoras and of those people who refute
in this way. For they demonstrate that air is something by
twisting wineskins, showing that air is strong, and by en-
closing it in clepsydras.

D61 (¢ A69) Ps.-Aristotle, Problems

For on the whole, the cause for what happens with the
clepsydra seems to be what Anaxagoras says. For the air
enclosed within it is the cause for the water’s not penetrat-
ing when the tube is closed [. . .].

Earthquakes (D62-D63)
D62 (A89)
a Aristotle, Meteorology

Anaxagoras says that aether moves upward by nature and
that, when it collides with the lower parts of the earth and
its cavities, it shakes it: for the upper parts have been
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D63 (A89) Sen. Quaest. nat. 6.9.1

[.. .] Anaxagoras [. . .] existimat simili paene ex causa et
aéra concnti et terram, cum in! inferiore parte spiritus
crassum adéra et in nubes coactumn eadem vi, qua? apud nos
quoque nubila frangi solent, rupit,® et ignis ex hoc collisu
nubium cursuque elisi aéris emicuit, hic ipse in obvia
incurrit exitum quaerens, ac divellit repugnantia, donec
per angustum? aut nactus est viam exeundi ad caelum aut
viet iniuria fecit.

1in Cam DEST, om. cett. 2 gadem vi qua Fortunatus:
eadem via qua Zfm: cadere in aqua AB: eadem in aqua V

3 rumpit mss., corr. Gerfz 4 angustum T: -tam AVEm:
-ta B: -Ham Z
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clogged by the rains (since by nature at least it is all equally
porous}—on the idea that there is a higher part and a
lower one of the totality of the sphere and that the higher
part is the one on which we happen to live, while the other
is the lower one,

b Astius

Anaxagoras: [scil. earthquakes occur] because the air that
has penetrated [scil. under the earth] collides with its
dense surface and, not finding an exit, shakes what sur-
rounds it with a tremeor,

D63 (A89) Seneca, Natural Questions

[. . .] Anaxagoras [, . .] thinks that the earth is shaken for
almost a similar reason as air is, when, in the lower part
[i.e. under the earth], wind has broken a thick air con-
densed into clouds with the same force as, where we are,
a cloudy formation too customarily breaks apart, and that
the fire has flashed because of this collision of clouds and
the expulsion of the air that is driven out, that this latter,
seeking an exit, encounters obstacles and tears apart what-
ever opposes it, until, by a narrow passage, it either finds
a way to escape to the sky or else creates one by force and
violence.
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The Sea (D64-D65)

D64 (A90) Ast. 3.16.2 (Ps.-Plut.) [mept Bahdrms wis
ovvéom kel wés éoti mikpd]

‘Avafaydpas Tob kot dpxi Apwdlovros ypob wepe-
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rérout earprfévros els dlwkiBa. xal mukpiav 70 Aot-

wov UroaTiivat.

1 Mmapob mss., corr. Gomperz, alil alia

D65 (A 90) Alex. In Meteor, p. 67.17-21
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The Flooding of the Nile (D66)

D66
a (A91) Aét. 4.1.3 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepi Nelhov drafdoews]

Avafaydpus! éx Ths xubvos Tis & Th Albhomiq Tro-
péms pév 7 Oépes, puxopévms 8¢ 7§ et L.
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The Sea (D64-D65)
D64 {A90) Aétius

Anaxagoras: when the stagnant water at the beginning was
strongly heated by the sun’s revolution and its thinnest
part evaporated, the remaining residue became salty and
bitter.

D653 (A90) Alexander of Aphrodisias, Commentary on
Aristotle’s Meteorology

The third doctrine about the sea is that the water that fil-
ters through the earth and cleans it becomes brackish be-
cause the earth contains within itself these kinds of flavors;
they have cited as evidence the extraction of salts and soda
from it and the existence of acidic fluids in many places of
the earth. Of this opinion in turm was Anaxagoras [. . ..

The Flooding of the Nile {D66)

D66
a (AD1) Aétius

Anaxagoras: [scil. the Nile floods] because of the snow in
Ethiopia, which melts in the summer and becomes cold in
the winter.

LAvafipéons m
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b (A01) Sen. Quaest. nat. 4a.2.17

Anaxagoras ait ex Aethiopiae iugjs solutas nives ad Nilum
usque decurrere.

¢ (A91* Lanza) Anon. Flor, Inund. Niki (cod. Laur. 56.1),
p. 538 Landi
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Stones (D67)

D67 (¢ A98a) Psell. Lapid. 26 (p. 119.105-7 Duffy)
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b (A91) Seneca, Natural Questions

Anaxagoras says that melted snows flow down from the
mountains of Ethiopia all the way to the Nile.

¢ {# DK) Anonymous, On the Flooding of the Nile

Anaxagoras the natural philosopher says that the flooding
of the Nile occurs when the snow melts [. . .].

d {(# DK) Tzetzes, Commentary on Homer’s Iliad
Anaxagoras in turn with Demaocritus
and a certain Archelaus [. . ]
[. . .] they agree with Homer:
[..]
en they say that it is from rains and the snow
That melts in Ethiopia that the Nile is watered. [cf.
ATOM. D120; ARCH. D17; Hom, Od, 4.581]

Stones (D67)

D67 (< A98a) Psellus; On the Powers of Stones

Many people have ventured to explain the causes for these
powers of stones: among the more ancient sages Anaxa-

goras [. . .1
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Biology (D68-D95)
Zoogony (D6S)
D68 (< A113) Tren. Adp. haer. 2.14.2

Anaxagoras autem [, . .] dogmatizavit facta animalia deci-
dentibus e caelo in terram seminibus.

Soul (D6S)
D69 (< A93) Ast. 4. 3. 2 (Stob.) [€l odpa % Yy Kai
is % obota adris]
[.. JAvafayépas [. . .] depdd.
Sensations (D70-D79)
General Principles (D70-D71)
D70 (< A92) Theophr. Sens. 27
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Biology (D68-DS5)
Zoogony (DG8)
D68 (< All3) Irenaeus, Against Heresies

But Anaxagoras [. . .] maintained that animals were pro-
duced by seeds that fell from the sky onto the earth,

Soul (D69)
D69 (< A93) Aétius

[...] Anaxagoras [. . .]: Iscil. the soul is made] of air.

Sensations {D70-D79)
General Principles (D70-D71)

D70 (< A92} Theophrastus, On Sensations

Anaxagoras [scil. says that sensations] occur by means of
contraries: for what is similar i3 not affected by what is
similar. He tries to go through each one [i.e. sense] sepa-
rately [. . 1.

D71 (# DK) Agtus

[. . .] Anaxagoras [. . .]: particular sensations occur as a
function of the adaptation of the passages, each of the ap-
propriate perceptibles adjusting to each one of them.

LAvafeydpas non hab. Plut.

2 épapudrrovros Diels:
dvappdrrovros Stob.: appdlorras Plut.
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' Sight (D72)

D72 (< A92) Thecphr. Sens. 27
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Touch and Taste (D73)

D73 (< A92) Theophr. Sens. 28
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Sight (D72)
D72 (< A92) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[...] For seeing is due to reflection in the pupil, but re-
flection does not occur in what is of the same color, but in
what is different. And in most [scil. animals] it is by day,
but in some at night, that the difference in color occurs
and that their vision is keen. But in general it is rather the
night that is of the same color as the eyes; reflection oceurs
by day because light is a concomitant cause of the re-
fection, and it is the dominant color that is reflected more

in the other [. . .].

Touch and Taste (D73)
D73 (< AB2) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. ..] Tt is in the same way that touch and taste discern: for
things that are hot or cold to the same degree do not heat
or cool when they come near one another; and it is not by
themselves that we know what is sweet or hitter sither, but
the cold by the hot, the drinkable by the brackish, the
sweet by the bitter, as a function of what each one lacks;
for it is possible that everything is present in us. [. . .]
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Smell and Hearing (D74-D77)

D74 (¢ A92) Theophr. Sens. 28
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Smell and Hearing (D74-D77)
D74 (< A92) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[...]Ttisin the same way that smell and hearing occur, the
former together with breathing, the latter by sound (pso-
phos) penetrating to the brain, for the bone that surrounds
it is hollow, and it is into this that sound falls. [. . .]

D75 (Al06) Astius

Anaxagoras: sound (phéné) occurs when breath encoun-
ters compact air, and because of its recoil from the blow it
is carried as far as the ears; it is in this way too that what
is called the echo occurs,

D76 (A74) Ps.-Aristotle, Problems

Why is hearing easier at night than during the day? Is it,
as Anaxagoras says, because during the day the air hisses
and buzzes because it is heated by the sun, whereas at
night it is quiet, since the heat has ceased [. . .]?

D77 {A74) Plutarch, Table Talk

[. . .] Anaxagoras, who says that the sun makes the air
tremble and vibrate, as is clear from the bits of dust and
the particles that are always flying through the light, and
which some people call ‘motes.” That man says that during
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the day these things, hissing and buzzing because of the
heat, make sounds hard to hear because of the noise,
whereas at night their agitation and resonance tappeart.1

1 One expeets a word like ‘disappear.’

Relation between an Animal’s Size and the
Acuity of Its Perception (D78)

D78 (< A92) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[29] The larger animals have better perception, and in
general perception depends on size. For those that have
large, clear, and bright eyes see large and distant objects,
while the inverse is the case for those that have small ones.
[30] The same applies to hearing. For large ones hear
what is large and distant while they do not notice what is
smaller, while small ones hear what is small and nearby.
The same applies to smell. For thin air has a stronger odor,
for it is when it is heated and becomes rarefied that it emits
an odor. And when a large animal breathes it inhales the
dense together with the rarefied, while a small one inhales
just the rarefied; that is why large ones have a more intense
perception. For it is because it is denser that a nearby odor
is stronger than a distant one, while when it is dispersed
it is weak. One could almost say that large animals do not
perceive thin air, small ones dense air.

1 glofpow <rdv alelnmpiwr> Schneider
<oyvpar> vel <xplvar> pdilov coni. Diels
mss., corr, Camotius

Philippson

2 paihoy
3 runvdTepa |
4 &épos ut glossema del. Diels: dopds
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Sensation Is Painful (D79)

D79
a (> A94) Arist. EN 7.15 1154b7-9
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Sensation Is Painful (D79)

D79

a (> A94) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

A living being is always experiencing suffering, as is testi-
fied to by the natural philosophers, who say that seeing,

hearing are painful; but we have now become accustomed
to this, as they say.!

1 As is shown by D79b and ¢ {and by Aspasius’ commentary
on this passage in Aristotle), Aristotle is generalizing here to all
the natural philosophers a typically Anaxagorean doctrine.

b (< A92) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] Every sense perception is accompanied by pain,
which would seem to correspond to the hypothesis: for ev-
erything that is dissimilar canses suffering when it comes
into contact. This is clear both from the quantity of sleep
and from the excess of perceptible objects: for bright col-
ors and excessive sounds cause a pain and it is impossible
to remain exposed for a long time to the same ones [scil.
impressions of this sort],

¢ (A94) Aétius

Anaxagoras: every sensation is accompanied by pain.
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Humans and Animals (D80-DS1)

D80 (¢ A102) Arist. PA 4.10 687a7-9

> J -~ ¥
Avalaydpas pév odv dnou 8ud 70 xeipas éxew dpo-
mudraror €vas oy Lgwr drfpwmor [.. ]

D81 (B21b) Plut. Fort. 3 98F

AN’ & mhot Tovrows drvyéaTepor TOY fypiov éapuéy
dumeiply 8¢ xal pwup kai codle kxal Téxvy xard,
Avafaydpay toddv Tiil avrov xpauede xai BAirTo-
pev kai auéhyouer kui pépoper? kal dyoper ovlhap-
Bdavovres [. . .].

1¢piy e Bernardakis: <7g)> 7e orhidy Friinkel, alii alia
2 hépouer corrupt. videtur

Sleep and Death (D82)

D82 (A103) Aét. 5.25.2.(Ps.-Plut.; cf. Ps.-Gal.) [rorépov

4 ) o 4
éoriv Bavos kal fdvaros, Yuxils 7 odparos]

~ 2 e
Avafaydpas kard xémov! THS TOUATIKTS EVepyelns
i bl \ ’
yiverfau Tov Yrvor copaTkov yap erar 70 mdfos,
~ 7 Y
o Yuyudy elvae 8¢ kal Yuxfis Odvator Tov Suaxwpe-

TuoY.

1 kata xdmov Gal.: om. Plut,
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Humans and Animals (D80-DS1)

D80 (< Al02) Aristotle, Parts of Animals

Anaxagoras says that the human being is the most intelli-
gent of the animals because he has hands [. . .1.

D81 (B21b) Plutarch, On Fortune

In all these regards [scil. relative to physical strength] we
are less fortunate than the wild beasts, but, according to
Anaxagoras, thanks to experience, memory, cleverness,
and skill we make use of their 1. . .1,! we collect their
honey and fake their milk, and, gathering them together,
we drive (P} and lead them away [. . .].2

1 Many conjectures have been suggested, e.g. “wool.”

2 Diels considered the whole sentence beginning “thanks to
experience” to be a verbal citation from Anaxagoras, but it is
likelier to be a paraphrase.

Sleep and Death (D82)
D82 (A103) Astius

Anaxagoras: sleep occurs on account of fatigue caused by
bedily activity, for it is a process belonging to the body, not
to the soul. But complete separation is the death of the
soul toe.?

1 Starting from “not to the soul,” this is probably the doxogra-
pher’s commentary. ' . o
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Respiration (D83)

D83 (A115) Arist. Resp. 2 470b30-471a2

Avaoydpas 8¢ kai Awyévns, mivra pdokovres ava-
avely, mepl T@v ixBov kal TGy doTpéov Myovar Tive
rpémoy dvamvéovaw. kal ¢mow Avafoydpas wév,
Srov Gdor o Tdwp Sid Tdv Bpoyxiwv, TOV & 78
oréuare ywbpevor dépn Exovras dvamvely Tovs
ixBis ob yap €vas kevdy ovév. [. . . = DIOG. D46]

Reproduction (D84-192)
Origin of the Semen (D84)
D84 (< A107, < 24 A13) Cens. Die nat. 5.3-4

sed hanc opinionem nonnulli refelhmt, ut Anaxagoras
[. . .]; hi enim post gregum! contentionem? non medullis
modo, verum et adipe multaque carne mares exhauriri
respondent [. . . = D85

1 gregum H: grascam {gre- V) C: crebram coni. Ald.
2 conventionem Gruber: coitionem cond. Ald.

Respective Contributions of the
Father and the Mother (D85-D87)

D85 (< A107; < 24 A13) Cens. Die nat. 5.3-4

[.. . = D84] illud quogque ambiguam facit inter auctores
opinionem, utrumne ex patris tantummodo semine partus
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Respiration (D83)
D83 (ALL5) Aristotle, On Respiration

Anaxagoras [. . .] and Diogenes, who say that all [scil.
animals] breathe, explain in what way fish and oysters
breathe. According to Anaxagoras, fish breathe when they
expel water through their gills and draw in the air that is
formed in their mouths: for there does not exist any void.

Reproduction (D84-D92)
Origin of the Semen (D84)

D84 (< A10T; < 24 A13) Censorinus, The Birthday

But some people, like Anaxagoras [, . .] refute this opinion
[scil. that semen comes from the marrow]: they object that
after the exertion [i.e. the copulation] of the flocks, the
males are drained not only of their marrow but also of
their fat and of much of their flesh [, . .].

Respective Contributions of the
Father and the Mother (D85-D87)

D85 (< A107; < 24 A13) Censorinus, The Birthday

[.. .] The following question too causes a difference of
opinion among the authorities: whether the offspring is

117



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOFPHY VI

nascatur, [. . .], an ctiam ex matris, quod Anaxagorae [. . .]
visum est.

D86 (A107) Arist. GA 4.1 763b30-764al

. Ay 3 by 3 - 4 ) 4 b
daci yap of uév & Tois oméppacy evar TRITIY THY
) ’ 3 4 = 2 4 N o~
dvoriwrw enfis, olov Avefaydpas kol Erépor TV
uaiohdywr yivesBal Te yip érx Tob dppevos 7o
omépua, T 8¢ 0f v mapéyew oV rémov, kal elvac 76

by o 2 fal -~ M b ~ 3 ~ 3

uéy dppev ék Tov Sefidy 16 8¢ Oy &k TdY dpoTe-
pév, kal Ths Dorépas To pév dppeva év Tois Bekiols
eivas 70, 8¢ Oihea & Tols dpioTepols.

D87 (Al1l) Cens. Di¢ nat. 6.8

Anaxagoras autem efus parentis faciem referre liberos
indicavit, qui seminis amplius contulisset.

Embryology (D88-DS0)

D88 (A109) Cens. Die nat. 6.2

sunt qui actherium calorem inesse arbitrentur, qui mem-
bra disponat, Anaxagoran secuti.

D89 (A108) Cens. Die nat. 6.1

Anaxagoras cerebrum, unde ommnes sunt sensus.
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born only from the fathers seed [. . .] or also from the
mother’s, as was Anaxagoras’ view [...]P

D86 (ALQ7) Aristotle, Generation of Animals

Some people, like Anaxagoras and other natural philoso-
phers, say that this opposition [scil. between male and
female] exists from the outset in the semen. For the semen
comes from the male, while the female provides the place;
and the male comes from the right side, the female from
the left, and in the womb the males are on the right side,
and the females on the left.

See also EMP. D175

D87 (Alll) Censorinus, The Birthday

Anaxagoras believed that children have the facial features
of that parent who contributed more of the seed.

Embryology (D88-D90)

D88 (A109) Censorinus, The Birthday

Some people, who follow Anaxagoras, think that there ex-
ists inside [scil. the semen] an aethereal heat that orders
the limbs.

D89 (A108) Censorinus, The Birthday

Anaxagoras [scil. says that the first part formed in the em-
bryo is] the brain, froin which all the senses come.
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D0 (A110) Cens. Die nat. 6.3

Anaxagorae enim ceterisque conpluribus per umbilicum
cibus administrari videtur.

Peculiarities of Animal Reproduction (D91-D92)

D91 (< All4) Arist. GA 3.6 756b13-17

eiod yap Twes ol Ayovou kard T oroua piyvvoba
rots 7€ wopaxas kel Ty IBw kel tév reTpamdduy
rikrew kard T oTépa THY yahfy. rabra ydp kal
Avabaydpos xai v dAAwy Twés duoikdy Aéyovau
L.

D92 (B22) Aristoph. Byz. Epit. 257D

Avafaydpast &v rols uaikols 70 kaholuerdy dnaw
F'd ’ A 3 -~ 1 n o rd
Bpriflos ydho TO év TOLS QOIS EVOL Aevkow.

1A hkpatwy coni. Sider
Botany (D93-D95)

D93 (Al16} Plut. Quaest, nat. 1 911D

Lov yip Eyyaor 70 durow evar .. ] ol mepil.. ]
Avafaydpuv [. . ] clovras.
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D90 (Al10) Censorinus, The Birthday

Anazxagoras and many other people think that nourish-
ment is supplied through the umbilical cord.

Peculiarities of Animal Reproduction (D91-D92)
D91 (< All4) Aristotle, Generation of Animals

Some people say that ravens and the ibis have sexual con-
gress through the mouth, and that among four-footed
animals the weasel gives birth through the mouth. This is
what both Anaxagorag and some of the other natural phi-
losophers say [...] :

D92 (B22) Aristophanes of Byzantium, Epitome of Aris-
totle’s History of Animals

Anaxagoras says in his books On Nature that what is called
bird’s milk’ is the white of eggs.

Botany (D93-D95)

D93 (A1186) Platarch, Natural Questions

[. . .] Anaxagoras” followers [. . .] think that a plant is an
animal in the earth.
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D94 {A117) Theophr. HP 3.1.4

[.. JAvafaydpas péy rov dépa wdvrov ddokwr Eev
oméppara kai TadTa ovykaTadepbueve T¢ dati yev-
vy o ¢urd [ . .].

D95 (cf, A117) Nie, Dam. Plant.

a L3, p. 127 Drossaart Lulofs (cf. Ps.-Arist. Plant. 1.1
815a15-21)

a3 B3y Lat 5 Luum 5 5 pqus igll f Lu 38 (ol paad 5 a5 6Ll Ll
48 4 il éu.!Lr‘r.é\.i:\!Jui (‘;JJUJL’-'-’C-)H‘U‘J u!_;_.};‘\.ﬂw_)_;n‘.usi‘
b p. 449.54-36 Drossaart Lulofs

AU T NN fREbw 12wn 09T 1aN1 WUTADIIN DIDN BN
Awm Bakny oot T YD R WIN00IR 2Wm LRI
BN WA MR DX INEEY TANN 19V BWeND R Y WK

¢ 1.10, p. 129 (cf. Ps.-Arist. Plant. 1.1 815b16-17)

Laghs Wie il ¢ | pa 35 ualal Bz g (ol sadad 5 (a5 2 L Ll

d 144, p. 141
Lo Jehsed) e oo o e sl
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D94 (Al117) Theophrastus, History of Plants

[. . .] Anaxagoras, who asserts that the air contains seeds
of all things and that these, when they descend together
with water, generate plants [. . .].

D95 {cf. A117) Nicolaus of Damascus, On Plants

Now, Anaxagoras and Empedocles assert that plants have
desire and sensation, pain and pleasure, and Anaxagoras
asserts that they are animals and that they feel joy and
sorrow, and he cites as evidence that they shed their leaves
in due season.

b

He [i.e. Aristotle as cited by Nicolaus of Damascus] says
that Anaxagoras and Empedocles assert that plants have
desire, sensation, pain, and pleasure. Anaxagoras asserts
that they are animals, and that they feel joy and sorrow.
And he says that his evidence for this is that they stretch
out their leaves and branches at the due season toward
moisture and withdraw from the opposite. ‘

[ 4]

Anaxagoras, Empedocles and Democritus maintained that
plants possess reason and understanding.

d

Anaxagoras maintains that their [i.e. plants’] seeds are car-
ried down from the air [, . .1
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e pp. 449.65-66

O™91 MAEa 0§D PYII0INY 2Y9PT 1AR1 WII0IK 12 YT
[...=EMP. 250b] ™o muw 7o 3 M9 DWwnw mapn

Mathematics (D96-DI7)

D96 (< A9) Procl. In Eucl., Prol. 2, p. 65.21-66.1

perd, 8¢ rovrov Avafaydpas [. . .] moANGvy édipbaro
Tév kard yewperpior [. . ]

D97 (< A39) Vitruv. 7 Praef- 11

{...] Democritus et Anaxagoras de eadem re scripserunt,
quemadmodum oporteat ad aciem oculorum radicrumque
extentionem certo loco centro constituto lineas ratione
naturali respondere, utl de incerta re certae imagines
aedificiorum in scaenarum picturis redderent speciem et
quae in directis planisque frontibus sint figurata, alia
abscedentia alia prominentia esse videantur.

124

ANAXAGORAS

e

The difference between Anaxagoras and Empedocles is
that Anaxagoras did not allow that plants have males and
females, since the whole species of those [scil. plants] that
bear fruit is fructiferous [. . .].!

1 Texts a (modified), e, and d translated by H. J. Drossaart
Lulofs, b and e by Elisa Coda.

Mathematics (DY6-D97)

D96 (< A9) Proclus, Commentary on the First Book of
Euclid’s Elements

After him [i.e. Pythagoras], Anaxagoras [. . .] applied him-
self to many questions of geometry [. . .].

D97 (¢ A39) Vitruvius, On Architecture

[...] Democritus [= ATOM. D216] and Anaxagoras wrote
about the same subject [scil. as Agatharchus, viz. scene
painting]: how, by taking a certain point as the center, to
make the lines correspond by a natural ratio to the visual
angle and the projection of the rays, in such a way that, in
virtue of an object without reality, real images would pro-
duce the appearance of buildings on the scene painting,
and so that what was represented on vertical and plane
surfaces would seem in some cases to recede and in others
to project outward,

See also P26a
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A Mordlizing Interpretation of Homer (D98)

D98 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 2.11

Soxel 8¢ mpidros, kafld dmor PaBwpives év Havro-
Samf ioropig [Frag. 66 Amato], mjy ‘Opsipov woinow
drrodrivactes elvae mept dperfjs kol duatootvys: émi
~ by ~ n 4 18 b
mhelor 8¢ mpooTivar To¥ Adyov Mwrpodwpov Tov
Aamboxnpdy, yvdpyor dvra avrod, dv xal wpidroy
orovddoar mepi TV T0D momToD QuoLkYy Tpaypa-
TELOW.
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. A Moralizing Interpretation of Homer (D98)
D98 (< Al) Dicgenes Laertius

According to what Favorinus says in his Miscelluneous
History, he seems to have been the first person to declare
that the poetry of Homer is about virtue and justice; and
Metrodorus of Lampsacus, who was his student [cf. P27],
defended this interpretation further and was the first per-
sonl to study the poet’s treatment of nature.!

1 Metrodorus of Lampsacus, mentioned for the first time by
Plato, Ton 530c, is known for his physical exegeses of Homer
161 DK].
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R

Earliest References and Allusions to
Anazxagoras (R1I-R3)
Democritus (R1-R2)

R1 (< A5) Diog. Laert. 9.34-35

BaPwpivos 8¢ dnow év Tlavrodanyj icropiq [Frag. 81
Amato] Méyew Anpdrpirov wepl Avafaydpov ws odx
s L] ~ * I'd o ot s ~ ’
elnoor adrod ai 86far al t¢ mept Mhiov kai oehquys,
GA\G. dpyaios, Tov 8¢ Ddmpiodar [35] Baodpew Te
avrod 6. wepl Ths dakooprjoews kul Tob vob, éxfpds
Eovra mpds avréy, 8re 81 i) wpooikare adréy, wés
oY KOTA TWAS AKTIKOEY oUToT;

R2 (B2la) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 7.140

dfis yap 76v d8Hlwy ré dawduera, ds dnow Aval-
aydpas [DB), by émt rolire Angudkpiros émawel [, ., ],
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R

Earliest References and Allusions to
Angxagoras (R1-R3)
Democritus (R1-R2)

R1 (< A5) Diogenes Laertins

Favorinus reports in his Miscellaneous History that De-
moocritus said about Anaxagoras that the opinions he ex-
pressed about the sun and moon were not his own hut
were ancient, and that he had stolen them; and that he [i.e.
Democritus] tore to pieces what he [i.e. Anaxagoras] said
about the cosmic ordering and mind, displaying hostility
toward him because he [i.e. Anaxagoras] had not accepted
him to his company. So hew could he have been his stu-
dent, as some people maintain??

IThe relation between this report and P10 {cf. ATOM. RS)
is problematic: was it Anaxagoras who rejected Democritus, or
was it the other way around?

R2 (B2la) Sextus Empirjcus, Against the Logicians

For “appearances: vision of things that are invisible”
[D8], as is said by Anaxagoras, whom Democritus praises
for this [. . .| [ef. ATOM. D14-D23].
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Herodotus (R3)

R3 (A91) Hdt 2.22

7 8¢ Tpirn v 586y woANdY émewesTdrn foloa pudhe-
ora &hevarar Méyer yap 59 0d airn 0bdéy, papérn Tov
Nethow péerv dmd Tyropéims Xiovos.

Euripides

See DRAM. T75-T80

Aeschines the Socratic

See PROD. R3

Plato’s and Xenophon’s Evaluations of
Anaxagoras’ Teleology (R4-R7)
Plato (R4-R6)

R4 (A35) Plat. Apol. 26d-¢

IME.] [...] émei 7o pév 'ﬁ?uov Mbov dmorty elva, T 8¢
gehiprne Yy,

[30.] Avafaydpov ole karyyopeiv [, . | Kad OLEL PTOVS
dreipovs ypoupdrev evor GoTE 0UK eldévar Te T4
Avalayspov BiBMa rod Khaloueviov yépe rovTar Tév
Myor [. . ). xai 87 xal ol véo raiita wop’ éuod pov-
Bévovow, & Eeorw éviore e mdpy mohhol Bpaxpdjs éx
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Herodotus (R3)

R3 (A91) Herodotus, Histories

The third way [scil. in which people explain the floods of
the Nile], though it is by far the most plausible, is the most
mistaken: for it too does not say anything worthwhile when
it asserts that the Nile's low comes from melting snow [cf.
D4[5], D66].

Euripides
See DRAM. T75-T80

Aeschines the Socratic

See PROD. R3

Plato’s and Xenophon's Evaluations of
Anaxagoras’ Teleology (R4-R7)
Plato (R4-R6)

R4 (A35) Plato, Apology

[Meletus:] [. . .] for he [i.e. Socrates] says that the sunis a
stone and that the moon is earth.

[Socrates:] You think that you are accusing Anaxagoras
[...] and you think that they [i.e. the jurors] are so illiter-
ate that they do not know that the books of Anaxagoras of
Clazomenae are filled with such assertions [. . .]. And what
is more, I suppose that it is from me that the young leam
these things—when they can buy them at the marketplace
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[30.] aAN’ érovioas pwév more ék BifShiov Tivds, ws &bm,
Avataybpov dvayvyrdokovros, [97c] kai AMéyortos ws
dpa vods éorw 6 Buaxooudr Te kal mdvrwy alrios, Tavry
51 ) airie ol kat E80bé pou Tpémov Tivd € Exew 7o
rov vow €ivar mdvTwy dirov, kal fynoduny, € Tovd
ofirws &xet, T6v ye votv koopolvTa TdETA KOTHE Kal
Ecacrov rilfévos ravry Smy dv BérTioTa éxy € odv Tis
Bothovro T alriay ebpeiv mepl éxdarov Smy yiyverar
H dwéMvrae 3 Eori, Tobro Sty mepi adrob evpely, Gy
BérrioTov at’)q'@ o 9 élvon 4 GAhe brody mdoxew 7
wowety [87d] éx B¢ 89 Tod ?xo'yov TovTov ovder dAho
TROTEY TPOTHKELY avﬂpmmp, Kl 'mspc abrol éxelvov
Kol mepl dMNww, dAN ) 70 dpioTor kal 10 Bé\TioTov.
dvaykaiov 8¢ elvar Tov adrov TolTor Kol TO Xe€ipov
eidévar, T adTiy yop elvas énioTiumy meps adrdv.
radra 8¢ hoyildpevos doperos nipnxévar Gunw di-
Sdorahor Ths airtas Tepl TGV SvTwy KoTd Yol EuavTd,
ov Avafaydpar, kai pot ppdoer mpdrov uév Torepov
7 vh whareid éoTir crrpo'y'yzi?vq, [97e] én-ees'r} e
Ppploey, ewexﬁmyno—eoﬂm 'rny alrior kai Tnv ava’y-
Kny, )\e'yovra T apewov rol &7u adTHy a,,uewov 7?”
rowbryy €var kal el év péog dain evac abTiy,

132

ANAXAGORAS

for sometimes harely a drachma and make fun of Socrates
if he pretends that these are his own ideas [. . .].1

1The Flatonic Socrates is imagining possible speeches to the
jury by, first, his accuser Meletus, and, then, himself.

R53 (> A47T) Plato, Phaedo

[Socrates:] But once, having heard someone reading from
a book of Anaxagoras, as he said, [97¢] and saying that
mind is what orders and causes all things, I was pleased at
this causality. It seemed to me to be right in a certain way
that mind be the cause of all things; and I supposed that,
if this was right, then ordering mind orders all things and
establishes each one in the best way possible. If then
someone wanted to find the cause for each thing—why it
comes about, or is destroyed, or is—he would have to find
out why it is best for it to be or to undergo or to do anything
whatsoever. [97d] It follows from this argument that it is
appropriate for a human being to investigate nothing else,
both about this very question and about all other ones,
than what is best and finest; and this same man must nec-
essarily know what is worse too. For it is the same science
that deals with both of these things.

While I was reflecting in this way, I was pleased be-
cause I thought that I had found in Anaxagoras someone
who would teach me the cause of the things that are in
accord with [or: with my]| mind, and who would tell me
first whether the earth is flat or round, [97e] and then,
once he had indicated this, would add the detailed expla-
nation of the cause and the necessity, speaking of what is
better and saying that it was better that it be like this. And
if he said that it is in the center, he would add the detailed
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explanation of the reason why it is better for it to be in the
center. And if he showed me this, 1 would be ready to
desire no other kind of cause any longer. [98a] And then I
was ready to allow myself to be taught in the same way,
regarding the sun, the moon, and the other heavenly bod-
ies, about their relative speeds, their returns [i.e. sol-
stices], and other vicissitudes, the reason for which it is
better that each one both do and undergo what it under-
goes. For 1 wonld never have thought that this man, who
said that these things are put in order by mind, would at-
tribute any other cause to them than that it is best that
they be as they are. [98b] So I thought that he would ex-
plain in detail, assigning the cause to each of them and to
all in common, what is best for each one and what is the
common good for all. And I'would not have sold my hopes
for any price, and getting hold of the books with great
eagerness, I read them as quickly as T could, in order to
find out as quickly as possible what is best and what is
worse. But from this marvelous hope, my friend, I fell far,
when, going further in my reading, I saw that this man
made no use at all of mind and that he did not make cer-
tain causes responsible for putting things in order, [98¢]
but instead attributed the responsibility to airs, aethers,
waters, and many other strange things.

R6 (# DK) Plato, Philebus

[Socrates:] For all the sages agree (taking themselves very
seriously indeed) that mind reigns for us over heaven and
earth. And perhaps they are right. [. . .] [28d} Should we
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say, Protarchus, that it is the force of irrationality and of
randommess and chance that administer the totality of
things and what is called the whole, or on the contrary, as
our predecessors used to say, that mind and a marvelous
intelligence put them in order and govern them? [28e]
[Protarchus:] It is not at all the same thing, my marvelous
Socrates, for what you were saying just now does not seem
to me pious either. But to say that it is mind that organizes
all these things is justified by the spectacle presented by
the cosmos, sun, moon, heavenly bodies and the whole
rotation, and I for one would never think or speak other-
wise about them.

Xenophon (R7)
R7 (A73) Xenophon, Memorabilia

Generally speaking, he [i.e. Socrates] refused to reason
about the way in which god succeeds in regulating the
mechanism of each of the celestial phenomena. [. . .] He
said that someone who worries about these matters even
runs the risk of going crazy, not less than Anaxagoras, who
reasoned mast of all about the explanation of the mecha-
nisms the gods employ. [7] For when he said that fire and
the sun are identical, he failed to recognize that human
beings easily watch a fire but cannot look directly at the
sun; and that the color of the skin of those on whom the
sun shines is darker, while this is not the case with fire; and
he failed fo recognize that none of the things that grow
from the earth can increase properly without the sun’s
shining, while everything that is heated by fire is de-
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stroyed. And when he said that the sun is a fiery stone he
failed to recognize that a stone placed in a fire does not
shine or resist for long, while the sun remains for all time
as the brightest thing of all.

Peripatetic Reconstructions and Evaluations of
Anaxagoras” Doctrines (R8-R23)
Comparison with Anaximander (cf. RI9)
Comparison with Empedocles (RS)

R8 (< A43) Aristotle, Metaphysics

Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, who was earlier than him [i.e.
Empedocles] in age but more advanced with regard to his
works [...].1

1 The meaning of this sentence is controversial. According to
the most plausible interpretation, Aristotle is judging Anaxagoras
to be superior to Empedocles by reason of his doctrine of mind
{nous). Others take it to mean that Anaxagoras’ writings are pos-
terior to Empedacles”.

See also R15, R16; EMP. D§1

Teleology (R9-RI10)
R9 (A58} Aristotle, Metaphysics

That man, whoever he was, who said that mind is present
in nature too, just as in living beings, as the cause of the
world and of all order, appeared like a sober man com-
pared to his predecessors who were speaking at random.
We know that Anaxagoras manifestly broached these argu-
ments, but it is imputed to Hermotimus of Clazomenae to
have said it first,
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R10 (A47) Aristotle, Metaphysics

The use that Anaxagoras makes of the mind for the orga-
nization of the world is that of an artificial device,! and he
drags it in whenever he is at a loss to explain for what cause
something is of necessity; but in the other cases he attri-
butes the cause of what belongs to becoming t¢ everything
rather than to mind,

1 Perhaps Aristotle has in mind the theatrical dets ex machina,

Mind (R11-R13)

R11 (A56) Aristotle, Pﬁysics

That is why Anaxagoras is right when he says that mind is
impassible and unmixed, since he makes it the principle
of motien: for it is only in this way that it could cause mo-
tion, by itself being immaohile, and that it could dominate,
by being unmixed itself.

R12 (A100} Aristotle, On the Soul

. Anaxagoras is less clear [scil. than Democritus] about

them [i.e. soul and thought]: for he often says that mind is
the cause of what is fine and correct, but elsewhere he says
that mind is the same thing as the soul; for it is present in
all the animals, big ones and little ones, honored cnes and
less honored ones. But it does not appear to be the case
that mind, at least that which is spoken of in relation to
wisdom (phronésis), is equally present in all animals—for
that matter, not even in all human beings.
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R13 (AB5) Aristotle, On the Soul

Anaxagoras seems to say that soul is different from mind
[. . .] but he makes use of both of them as though of a
single nature, except that, at least with regard to the prin-
ciple of all things, it is mind that he posits most of all—at
least he says that this, alone of the things that are, is sim-
ple, unmixed, and pure. He assigns to the same principle
both things, knowing and causing motion, saying that it is
mind that moves the whale.

Anaxagoras” Ultimate Components Identified with
Aristotelian ‘Homeomers’ (RI4-R15)

R14 (A46) Aristotle, On Generation and Corruption

For he posits as elements the homeomers, for example
bone, flesh, marrow, and the other things of which the part
has the same name as each one [. . .].

R15 (A43) Aristotle, On the Heavens

Anaxagoras maintains the opposite to Empedocles with
regard to the elements, For the latter says that fire, earth,
and the terms belonging to the same series are the ele-
ments of bodies and that all things are composed out of
them [cf. e.g. EMP. D73.269]. But Anaxagoras says the
opposite: for the homeomers are the elements, I mean for
example flesh, bone, and each of the things of this sort;
while air and fire are mixtures of these things and of all
the other seeds, for each of these is an aggregate of all the
invisible homeomers, That is why all things come from

! odpra EHS®: fike odpra |
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these [i.e. from air and fire]; for he calls the same thing
fire and aether [cf. D37].

Aristotle’s Criticisms of Anaxagoras’
Infinitism (R16-R17)

R16 (= DK) Aristotle, Physics

If, then, the unlimited inasmuch as unlimited is unknow-
ahle, then what is unlimited in quantity or in size is an
unknowable quantity, and what is unlimited in form is an
unknowable quality. If the principles are unlimited both
in quantity and in form, it is impossible to know what
comes from them. For we suppose that we know what is
composed when we know out of what [scil. components|
and in what quantity it is composed.

[187b13] Furthermore, if it is necessary that that of
which the part can be of any extent whatsoever in size or
smallness can also itself be [seil. of any extent whatsoever
in size or smallness] (I mean one of those parts existing in
the whole and into which it is divided), and if it is impos-
sible for an animal or a plant to be of any extent whatso-
ever in size or smallness, it is clear that this will not be the
case either of any one of its parts; for it will be the same
for the whole too. Now flesh, bone, and things of this sort
are parts of an animal, and fruits are those of plants. So it
is clear that it is impossible for flesh or bone or anything
else to be of any extent whatsoever in size, whether this is
toward the larger or toward the smaller.

[187b22] Furthermore, if all the things of this sort are
present in each other, and they do not become but, pres-
ent in the interior, they separate out, and if they are called
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according to what is most abundant, and anything whatso-
gver comes to be from anything whatsoever (for example,
water that separates out from flesh, and flesh that sepa-
rates out from water), and every limited body is abolished
by alimited body, then it is clear that it is not possible that
gach thing be found in each thing. For if flesh is removed
from water, and another flesh in turn comes from the rest
by separation, even if that which separates out is always
smaller, nonetheless it will not exceed a certain size in
smallness. So that if the separation comes to a stop, every-
thing will not be in everything (for in the remaining water
there will not be any flesh); and if it does not come to a
stop but there is always a subtraction, there will be in a
limited size an unlimited number of limited equal [seil.
components]—but this is impossible.

[187b35] Besides, if it is necessary that every body
become smaller when something is removed from it, and
that the quantity of flesh is defined in size and in small-
ness, it is clear that from the smallest flesh no body will be
able to be extracted by separation: for it would be smaller
than the smallest.

[188a2] Furthermore, in unlimited bodies there would
already exist an unlimited flesh, blood, and brain, ¢not»>
separated from each other but nonetheless existing, and
cach one unlimited—and this is absurd.

[188a5] As for the assertion that there will never he
complete separation, this is sald without knowledge, but
it is correct: for the affections are not separable. If then
there is mixture of colors and of manners of being, then,
if there is complete separation, there will be something
white and healthy that will not be something else and will
not be said of a substrate, So that mind that secks the
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1mpossible is an absurdity: since it wishes to separate com-
Plete]y, but it is impossible to do this both according to
quantity and according to quality—according to quantity
because what is smallest does not exist, according to qual-
ity because the affections are not separable.

{188a13] He does not conceive correctly the coming
into being of things of the same species either. For in one
way it is possible for mud to divide into mud, but in an-
other way it is not. And it is not in the same way that bricks
come from a building, and a building from bricks, and that
water and air are [scil. constituted] and come to be from
each other.

[188a17] And it is better to assume a smaller number
[seil. of principles] and limited ones, which is what Em-
pedocles does.

K17 {# DK} Alezander of Aphrodisias in Simplicius,
Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

“But perhaps,” says Alexander, “it is not necessary to re-
fute the argument in this way. For perhaps it was not with
reference to the principles that Anaxagoras said that all
things are mixed with all things, on the idea that all things
are in each of the principles (for in this way they would no
longer be principles, since they would be compuosites), but
he was saying that all things are mixed in sach of the per-
ceptible bodies, which come from the principles by com-
bination. For it is from these that come both comings-
to-be and separations. For pure elements are absolutely
imperceptible, and they do not exist by themselves sither;
for these cannot be completely separated either.” But to
say this is to do nothing other than to transfer the refuta-
tion to the composites [. . .].
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Anaxagoras’ Principles Can Be
Reduced to Two (R18-R19)

R18 Aristotle, Metaphysics
a (AB1)

If someone were to suppose that Anaxagoras was speaking
of two elements [scil. mind and matter], his supposition
would be completely in accordance with an argument that
he himself did not articulate but would necessarily have
accepted from those who would have stated it.

b (> AL}

[. . .] so that not only is it possible for something to come
about accidentally from what is not, but also everything
comes about from what is—from what is potentially, how-
ever, and is not actually. And this is the ‘one’ of Anaxago-
ras; for better than “all things together” [cf. DO] [. . ]
[scil. would be] “all things were together potentially, but

not actually.”

RI9 (12 ASa) Theophrastus in Simplicius, Commentary
on Aristotle’s Physics

And Theophrastus, pushing Anaxagoras toward Anaxi-
mander, understands in this way too what Anaxagoras says,
viz. that it is possible that he is saying that the substrate is
a single nature. He writes as follows in his Inguiry on
Nature: “If we take him in this way, he would seem to posit
material principles that are unlimited [scil. in number], as
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The Beginning of the Cosmogonic
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has been said, but a single cause of motion and of genera-
tion. But if one supposed that the mixture of all things is
a single nature, undefined both in shape and in size, which
is what he wonld seem to have meant, then the result is
that he is saying that there are two principles, the nature
of the unlimited and mind, so that he seems indeed to
conceive of corporeal elements in the same way as Anaxi-
mander” [= ANAXIMAND. RS8].

The Beginning of the Cosmogonic
Process (R20-R21)

R20 {¢ AB0) Aristotle, Physics

What Anaxagoras says about the lack of motion of the
unlimited is absurd [. . .].

R21 {A59) Eudemus in Simplicius, Commentary on Ar-
istotle’s Physics

Eudemus blames Anaxagoras not enly because he says that
the motion that did not exist previously began at a certain
moment, but also because he has neglected to say whether
it would continue or would stop sometime, even though
this is not evident. For he says, “What prevents us from
thinking that all things are brought to a stop sometime by
mind, just as he said that it set them in motion?” And
Eudemus also criticizes this point of Anaxagoras: “How is
it possible for a privation to exist before the state to which
it is opposed? If then rest is a privation of motion, then it
could not exist before motion,”
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The Clepsydra (R22)

R22 (< AB9) Ps.-Arist. Probl. 16.8 914b9-15
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Theophrastus” Criticisms of Anaxagoras’
Theory of Sensations (R23)

R23 (= DK) Theophr. Sens. 31-37

[On the principle of the theory]
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The Clepsydra (R22)

R22 (< A69) Ps.-Aristotle, Problems

For on the whole the cause of what happens with the
clepsydra seems to be what Anaxagoras says. [. . .] And yet
this is not the cause speaking absolutely: for if one closes
the tube and puts it into the water aslant, the water will
penetrate in. That is why he does explain sufficiently to
what extent this is the cause.

Theophrastus” Criticisms of Anaxagoras’
Theory of Sensations {R23)

R23 (# DK) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[On the principle of the theory]
[31] That he explains sensation by the contraries has a
certain degree of reasonableness [. . .]: for it seems that
there is alteration by the effect not of the similar but of
the contraries. Nonetheless, whether sensation is an al-
teration and whether the contrary is able to discern the
contrary—this too requires confirmation.

[On the assertion that every sensation is
accompanied by pain]
As for the assertion that every sensation is accompanied
by pain, this cannot be accepted either on the basis of
experience (for some of them are accompanied by plea-

1yeiidos post elvow hab. mss, secl. Wimmer
2<yap> Diels
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sure, while most of them are free of pain) or on that of
Plausible arguments. For sensation occurs by nature; now,
nothing of what is by nature occurs by viclence or together
with pain, but rather it occurs together with pleasure, and
it is evident too that this is what occurs. For in most cases
and for most of the time, we feel pleasure and we our-
selves pursue sensation for itself independently of the
desire for each of its objects. [32] Furthermore, given that
pleasure as well as pain occur by means of sensation, and
that every thing tends by nature toward what is better, like
knowledge, it [scil. sensation] would be accompanied by
pleasure rather than by pain. In general, if thinking is not
accompanied by pain either, then neither is perceiving, for
each of the two has the same relation with regard to the
same usage. Moreover, the excesses of the perceptibles
and the quantity of time does not supply the slightest in-
dication that sensation is accompanied by pain, but rather
that sensation resides in a certain adaptation and blending
with regard to the perceptible. This is surely why the per-
ceptible is not percéived when it is insufficient, whereas it
causes pain and destroys when it is excessive. [33] So it
comes about that he examines what is by nature according
to what is against nature: for excess is against nature. For
the fact that, from some things and sometimes, one feels
pain, like pleasure too, is evident and is generally recog-
nized; so that, on account of this at least, sensation is not
any more accompanied by pain than by pleasure, but
doubtless neither by the one nor by the other, at least ac-
cording to the truth. For it would not be able to discern,
and neither would thought either, if it were continually
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accompanied by pain or by pleasure. With regard to this
idea, then, he started from a tenuous starting point and
transferred it to the totality of sensation.

[The eriterion of size]
[34} But when he asserts that larger animals have better
sensation and that, in general, sensation depends on the
size of the sense organs, the former assertion comports a
difficulty, viz. whether it is not the small ones among ani-
mals that perceive more than the large ones. For it would
seem to be the case that what belongs to a more precise
sensation is that small things do not escape it, and it is not
unreasonable either to think that one who can discern the
smaller things can equally discern the larger ones. At the
same time, it does indeed seem to be the case that, in the
case of certain sensations, small animals are superior to
large ones, so that, in this regard, the sensation of the
larger ones is inferior. [35] But if, inversely, it appears that
likewise many of the larger objects escape the notice of
the small ones, for example sounds, colors, that of the
Iarger ones is superior; now at the same time it is also
reasonable to think that the sensations are in the same
state as the entire mixture of the body. On this point then,
as has been said, one could raise a difficulty, viz. whether
one must really express oneself as he does: for in similar
species, the distinction is not made according ta size, and
the most important things are doubtless the arrangement
and mixture of the body. As for explaining the adaptation
(summetria) of the perceptibles with reference to sizes, he
seems to say the same things as Empedocles; for the fact
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of being adapted (enarmottein) to the passages produces
sensation. Except that, in the case of smelling, a difficulty
arises which is peculiar to him: for he says that thin air has
a stronger odor, but he states that those that inhale dense
air have a more precise sensé of smel! than do those that
inhale rarefied air.

[On the theory of reflection]
[36] With regard to reflection {emphasis) there is a com-
mon opinion: for most peaple suppose that sight occurs in
this way, by the reflection that is produced in the eyes. But
what they have not seen is that neither do the sizes that
one sees correspond to the objects reflected nor is it
possible that things that are multiple and opposed be re-
flected simultaneously; furthermore, motion, distance,
and size are quite visible but do not produce a reflection.
And in certain animals nothing is reflected, as in those that
have hard eyes or live in water. Furthermare, to follow this
idea, many inanimate things would possess sight, for there
is also refraction in water, on bronze, and in many other
kinds of material. [37] And he himself says that colors are
reflected in each other, but the strong one more in the
weak one; so that each of these two ought to see, but the
dark one more, and, in general, the weaker one, That is
why he makes the eye to be of the same color as the night,
and makes light the cause of reflection. However, to begin
with, we see light itself, without this happening by means
of a reflection; and then, dark-colored objects are not less

1 dpaiverar mss., corr. Schneider 2 ¢70.> Schneider
34 ¢rd> bis Schneider
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Various Doxographical Reports Influenced by
Later Doctrines {(R24-R30)
Platonico-Aristotelian Interpretations (R24-R25)

R24 (AD3) Aét.
a 4.7.1 (Theod. 5.23) [mept ddpbapoias bvxhs]
[.. .1 Avafaydpas [. . .] dpfaprov elvar ™ Yuxiv
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deprived of light than bright-colored ones are. Further-
more, in other cases we always see the reflection occurring
in what is more brilliant and purer, as he himself says that
the membranes of the eyes are fine and brilliant. And most
people posit that sight itself belongs to fire, on the idea
that colors participate more in this latter.

So Anaxagoras, as has been said, takes up a common
and ancient opinion in this case. Except that he says some-
thing peculiar to himself about all the scnsations, and es-
pecially about sight, viz. that it is the large [scil. animal]
that perceives. But he does not explain the sensations that
are of a more corporeal nature.

Various Doxographical Reports Influenced by
Later Doctrines (R24-R30)
Platonico-Aristotelian Interpretations (R24-R23)

R24 (A93) Aétius
a

{,b 1 .] Anaxagoras [. . ] asserted that the soul is imperish-
able.
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The Skeptic Arcesilaus Includes Anaxagoras
Among His Predecessors (R26}

R26 (< A9S) Cic. Aced. 1.12.44

[. . .] earum rerum obscuritate, quae ad confessionem
ignorationis adduxerant Socratem et iam ante Socratem
[. . .] Anaxagoram [. . .] omnes paene veteres, qui nihil
cognosci nihil percipi nihil sciri posse dixerunt, angustos
sensus, imbecillos animos, brevia curricula vitae [...]

An Eclectic Reading (R27)

R27 (A66) Ast. 1.29.7 (Ps.-Plut.) [wept Tihxns]
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b

[...] Anaxagoras [. . .]: [seil. mind] enters from outside.

R25 (A86a) Scholia on Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound

Winds, according to Anaxagoras, come from the earth
[...], but, aceording to Homer, “from the clouds of Father
Zeus” (I1. 2.146), But Anaxagoras is speaking about the
material cause of winds, Homer about the efficient cause,
or more exactly about both of them, the material cause and
the efficient cause.

The Skeptic Arcesilous Includes Anaxagoras
Among His Predecessors (R26)

R26 (< A95) Cicero, Posterior Academics

{...]by the obscurity of these matters, which led Socrates
to confess his ignorance and, even before Socrates, [. . .]
Anaxagoras, [. . .] and almost all the ancients, who said that
nothing can be recognized, or perceived, or known; that
the senses are constricted, the spirit weak, the course of

life brief [. . .].%
L Cicero also names Democritus (ATOM., R100) and Em-
pedocles (cf, also EMP. R38).
An Eclectic Reading (R27)
R27 (AG6) Aé&tius

Anaxagoras [. . .]: [scil. chance is] a cause that is unclear
to human reason; for some things happen by necessity,
others according to fate, others by choice, others by
chance, and others spontaneously.
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The Epicureans (R26-R29)
Epicurus {R28)

R28 (A26) Diog, Laert. 10.12

f A sy,
udhioTa 8¢ dmedéyero, ¢mot Awrhijs, Tdv dpxaiwy
a i * k3 3 S L] -~

Avafaydpow, kairor & Tiow dvrepnras avrd [ . . of.

ARCH. R3].

Lucretius (R29)

R29 {> A44) Lucr. 1.859-96

praeterea quoniam cibus auget corpus alitque,
scire licet nobis venas et sanguen et ossa
<..>

sive cibos omnis commixto corpore dicent
esse et habere in se nervorum corpora parva
ossaque et omnino venas partisque Cruoris,
fiet uti cibus omnis, et aridus et liquor ipse,
ex alienigenis rebus constare putetur,

ossibus et nervis saniecjue et sanguine mixto.
praeterea quaecumgue e terra corpera crescunt
si sunt in terris, terram constare necessest

post 860 lac. pos. Lambinus
866 mixto Lachmann: mixta OQG: misto Lambinus
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The Epicureans (R28-R29)
Epicurus (R28)

R28 (A26) Diogenes Laertus

More than anyone else, says Diocles, he [f.e. Epicurus]

referred Anaxagoras among the ancients, even if he con-

tradicted him on certain points [. . .].

Lucretius (R29)

R29 (> A44) Lucretius, On the Noture of Things

Furthermore, since food makes the body grow and
nourishes it,

We can know that veins, blood, bones,

<and sinews are made up of heterogeneous parts»;!

Or if they say that all foodstuffs are made up of a
mixed body

And contain corpuscles of sinews,

Bones, and moreover veins and parts of hlood,

Then the result will be that one must think that every
foodstuff,

Both dry and liquid, is made up of heterogeneous
things,

Bones, sinews, humors, and blood mixed together.

Furthermore, if all the bodies that grow from the
earth

Already exist in the earth, then the earth must be
made

1 At least one verse seams to have been lost: the words in

brackets indicate the probable meaning,
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ex alienigenis, quae terris exoriuntur.

transfer item, totidem verbis utare licebit:

in lignis si flamma latet fumusque cinisque,

ex alienigenis consistant ligna necessest

ex alienigenis, quae lignis exoriuntur.

praeterea tellus quae corpora cumque alit auget
<000

linquitur hic quaedam latitandi copia tenuis,

id quod Anaxagoras sibi sumit, ut omnibus omnis
res putet immixtas rebus latitare, sed illud
apparere unum cuius sint plurima mixta

et magis in promptu primaque in fronte locata.
quod tamen a vera longe ratione repulsumst.
conveniebat enim fruges quoque saepe, minaci
robore cum saxi franguntur, mittere signum
sanguinis aut aliquid, nostro quae corpore aluntur,
cum lapidi in lapidem terimus, manare cruorem.
consimili ratione herbas quoque saepe decebat
et latices dulcis guttas similique sapore

873-74 transp. Diels et lac. post 874 pos.: post 873 lac. pos.

Munro: 873 secl. Lambinus, 873-74 Marullus

882 post cum hab, OQ in, del. Marullus
885 herbis CQ, corr. Marullus

2 This passage is corrupt; one or more verses seem to have

been lost. The words in brackets indicate the probable meaning.
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Of the heterogeneous things that arise from the
earth,
Apply this to another case and you can use the very
same words:
If lame, smoke, and ash lie concealed in logs,
Then it s necessary that logs are made of
heterogeneous things,
Of heterogeneous things that arise from the wood.
Furthermore, whatever bodies the earth nourishes,
makes grow,
<must consist of heterogeneous things containing
other heterogeneous things. »2
There remains here a slight possibility of hiding,
To which Anaxagoras has recourse: to think that all
things
Are mixed, hiding, in every thing, but that the one
That appears is the one of which there is the most in
the mixture
And that is located most visibly and in the very front,
But this is very far distant from right reasoning.
For in that case wheat too, when it is crushed
By the threatening force of a stone, should often emit
a trace
Of blood or one of the things that are nourished in
our body,
And when we rub it on one stone against another,
blood should flow forth.
According to the same reasoning, grass too and pools
of water
Should often send forth sweet drops with a taste
similar
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mittere, lanigerae quali sunt ubere lactis,
scilicet et glebis terrarum saepe friatis -
herbarum genera et fruges frondisque videri
dispertita inter terram latitare minute,
postremo in lignis cinerem fumumque videri,
cum praefracta forent, ignisque latere minutos.
quorum nil fieri quoniam manifesta docet res,
scire licet non esse in rebus res ita mixtas,
verum semina multimodis inmixta latere
multarum rerum in rebus communia debent.

A Stoicizing Interpretation (R30)
R30 (< A67) Ast. 2.8.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [ris % airia Tob 7ov
wbopov éyrhlifra]

[.. ] éyxhebijval wos TO¥ Kéo oV [.. . of D32, {oews
Gwd mpovoins, tva & pévl doikyra yémras, 4 8& oi-
Kkayré pépm Tob kbopov kel YiEw kal ékmipeow kol
edrpacioy.

1 post & uév hab. mss. rwa, ut glossema del. Diels: 7d pév
Eus. 15.39.1 2§ 8¢ mss.: 7. 8¢ Eus.

Anaxagoras in Simplictus (R31-R34)
Simplicius Nuances Plato’s Criticism of
Anaxagoras (R31)

R31 {# DK} Simpl. In Phys., p. 177.9-17
kol Smep 88 & & Daibwm Sexpdrys éyxohet T ‘Aval-
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To the richness of the milk from the udder of fleece-
bearing animals;

And indeed, when dlods of earth are crumbled

Kinds of grass, wheat, and leaves should often
become visible,

Their minute parts hiding, scattered throughout the
earth;

And finally ash and smoke should become visible in
logs

When they are broken, and minute flames hiding.

But since reality manifestly indicates that none of this
happens,

We can know that things are not mixed in this way in
other things,

But rather that seeds common to many things

Must lie hidden intermingled in things in many ways.

A Stolcizing Interpretation (R30)
R30 {< A67) Astus

[. . .] the world inclined [. . .], perhaps from providence,
so that some parts of the world would become uninhabited
and others inhabited, as a function of extreme cold or heat,
or of a temperate climate.

Anaxagoras in Simplicius (R31-R34)
Simplicius Nuances Plato’s Criticism of
Anaxagoras (R31)

R31 (# DK) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
Physics

And what Socrates reproaches Anaxagoras with in the
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Stmplicius Defends Anaxagoras Against
Aristotle’s Criticisms (R32-R33)

R32 (> A53) Simpl. In Phys., p. 461.10-16, 20-27

571 8¢ 6 pév Apuorroréhns 70 mpodawdperor ioTopel Ths
Avataydpov 86€ns, 6 8¢ Avafaydpas aodos dv Sirmip
Huirrero iy Swwbopmow, T pév Grepémy kal
vonTiy wpovmdpyovaar ot xpdvp! (ol yap éyxpovos
éxetvm), dAN Tmepoy T ovoias kel Svvducws, Ty 8¢ dua-
kexprpdony Gmd Tadmys kal katd Tadimy ploraco.
o Tob Syuuovpyixot vol, eipnrar kal év Tals els TO
mplrov oyolais, &v als Tds TioTes drr atrar émapddyy
mapaypiar iy Avafaydpov prpdray. [. .. 8id dyow
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Phaedo [of. R3], viz. that he made use not of mind but of
material reasons in the causal explanation of particular
phenomena—this was appropriate for natural science, In-
deed, Plato himself in the Timaeus, having begun by indi-
cating universally the efficient cause of all things, then
when he comes to particular things makes differences of
volume and shape the cause of heat and cold, and so too
in the other cases [cf. Timaeus 53c]. But Socrates, who
wanted to indicate explanation on the basis of finality,
has mentioned Anaxagoras as someone who had recourse
rather to the material cause and not to the final cause.

Simplicius Defends Anaxagoras Against
Aristotle’s Criticisms (R32)

R32 (> A53) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
Physics

As I already said as well in my lectures on Book 1, in which
I'made an effort to cite evidence drawn from Anaxagoras’
own words [cf. R34], Aristotle reports the visible surface
of Anaxagoras” doctrine; but Anaxagoras, in his wisdom,
alludes enigmatically to a double organization of the
world, the one unified and intelligible, preceding not in
time (for it is pot within time) but by superiority of being
and power, the other divided, which derives from this one
and i3 in conformity with it, and whose existence is due to
a demiurgic mind, [. . .] That is why Anaxagoras says that
it is not possible either for all things to be completely
separated: for dissociation is not a complete disintegra-
tion. That is why it is impossible that walking, color, or in
general affections and conditions be separated from the
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substrates. As for seeming to say that the beginning of the
dissociation is temporal, this was a habit among the an-
cient natural philosophers and theologians, for they were
accommodating themselves to the weakness of our
thought: for we are not able to extend our own thought to
the extension of eternity, but we need to posit a certain
beginning in order to consider what follows from it step

by step.

R33 (ad B16, B15) Simplicius, Commentary on Aris-
totle’s Physics

Itried to demonstrate earlier that Anaxagoras too says that
the elements are unlimited in the sense of a quantity that
cannot be traversed. But even if he says that they are
limited according to their forms, nonetheless Empedocles
has posited in a way more appropriate for principles ele-
ments that are simpler for the things that come about
(earth, water, air, and fire} than he [i.e. Anaxagoras] has
done, who thinks that these latter are constituted in the
same way as what is composed out of them—if Anaxagoras
too was not positing as elements the simple elements, the
ones that are principles, and the composites as different,
when he says, “And the rotation [, . .] and from the
moist the dry” [cf. D27], and a little later, “What is
dense [. . ] of the aether” [D30]; and he says that these
things, which are principles and are the simplest, separate,
while for others, which are more complex, he says that
sometimes they coalesce like composites, while at other
times they separate, like earth, For he says, “Out of these
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The Transmission of the Fragments of
Anazagoras: An Example (R34)

R34 (cf. ad B1, B2) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 155.23-157.24
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things [. . .] of the cold” [cf. D31]. And in this way

Anaxagoras, going back to the simple forms, will seem to
provide a philosophical account with regard to the ele-
ments in a way that is more appropriate for principles than
Empedocles does. :

The Transmission of the Fragments of
Anaxagoras: An Example (R34)

R34 (cf. ad B1, B2) Simplicius, Commentary on Aris-
totle’s Fhysics

The fact that Anaxagoras says that homeomers unlimited
in quantity separate out from a single mixture and that, all
things being in every thing, each one is characterized
according to what predominates—he makes this clear
throughout book 1 of his Physics, saying at the beginning,
“All things were together [. . .] both in quantity and
in magnitude” [D9]; and shortly after, “For both the
air [. . .] unlimited in quantity” [D10]; and shortly after,
“These things being so [. . .] colors and flavors” [cf.
D13]; “Before these things separated out,” he says,
“all ]things being together [. . .] to each other” [cf.
D12].

The fact that none of the homeomers ever comes to be
or is destroyed, but that they are always the same, he
makes clear by saying, “Since it is in this way that these
things have separated [. . .] the totality of things is
always equal” [D16].

This then is what he says about the mixture and the
homeomers. As for mind, he has written the following:
“but mind is unlimited and master of itself [. . .] this
is and was most manifestly each thing” [cf. D27].
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The fact that he accepts a double organization of the
world, the one intelligible and the other perceptible deriv-
ing from the former, is clear both from what I have already
said and also from the following: “Mind [. . .] in those
that are separating” [D28]. Furthermore, having said,
“that many things and of all kinds, are present [. . ]
and all the other living things that possess soul” [cf.
D131, he adds, “and that these human beings |. . .]
make use of them” [cf. DI13]. And the fact that he is
alluding enigmatically to a different organization of the
world from the one among us is made clear by the phrase
“just as among us,” which is said more than once. And
the fact that he thinks that that one is not perceptible, but
that it precedes this one in time, is made clear by the
phrase, “of which they gather the most useful ones
into their household and make use of them.” For he
did not say “made use,” but rather “make use.” But he
did not speak either as though the state of things in the
other households was similar to the one among us now; for
he did not say, “they have the sun and the moon, just as
among us,” but rather, “a sun and a moon, just as
among us,” which suggests that he is speaking about
other ones [i.e. sun and moon)].

But whether these matters are like this or different
would be worth investigating.
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A Judgment on Anaxagoras’ Style (R35)

R35 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 2.6
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An Aphorism Attributed to Anaxagoras
in Syriac (R36)
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A Judgment on Anaxagoras” Style (R35)

R35 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . -] beginning in the following way his treatise, which is
written in an agreeable and elevated style [. . ..

An Aphorism Attributed to Anaxagoras
in Syriac (R36)

R36 (B23) From a Syriac collection of Greek sayings

Anaxagoras said, “Death, which seems at first sight to hu-
mans to be bitter, is, when things are examined more
closely, very beautiful: it grants peace to old age, which
lacks strength, to youth, which pains assail, and to child-
hood, which it prevents from tormenting and exhausting
itself, from constructing, planting, and installing for other
people; it frees debtors from their creditors, who demand
capital and interest. We should not grieve because of
something that is fixed and determined, for grief cannot
eliminate it, whereas a good mood can conceal it, even if
only for a certain time, for there is no suffering in the port
when one spends time there. And even if the sight of death
is hateful to the eyes of those who sce it, then close your
eyes for a moment. And so: you have seen how beautiful
death is—death, which those who are afflicted and tor-
mented call for. This provides testimony for how calm and
marvelous the habitation of the Underworld is.”!

1 Translated from the French translation by Henri Hugonnard-
Roche.
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Anaxagoras in The Assembly of
Philosophers (R37)

R37 (# DK) Turba Phil. Sermo IT1, p. 49.1-7 Plessner

ait Anaxagoras: “dico quod principium omnium, quae
Deus creavit, est pietas et ratio, eo quod pietas regit
omnia, et in ratione apparuit pietas et spissum terrae;
pietas autem non videtur nisi in corpore. et scitote, omnis
Turba, quod spissitudo quatuor elementorum in terra
quiescit, eo quod ignis spissum in aéra cadit, aéris vero
spissum et quod ex ignis spisso congregatur, in aquam
incidit, aquae quogue spissumn et quod ex ignis et adris
spisso coadunatur, in terra quiescit.”
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Anaxagoras in The Assembly of
Philosophers (R37)

R37 (# DK) The Assembly of Philosophers

Anaxagoras said: “T say to you that the beginning of all
things that God creates is piety and reason, since piety
rules all things and it is in reason that piety and the density
of earth [P] appeared; but piety manifests itself only in a
body. And know, you the whole Assembly, that the density
of the four elements comes to rest in earth, because the
density of fire falls onto air, while the density of air and of
what is aggregated from the density of fire falls onto water,
and the density of water and what is united out of the
density of fire and of air comes to rest in earth.”

183



26. ARCHELAUS [ARCH.]

Archelaus’ dates are not indicated by any ancient source,
g0 he can be situated only relatively, as Anaxagoras’ disci-
ple and as Socrates’ teacher (P1). Thus he may be sup-

osed to have been active at the heginning of the second
half of the fifth century BC. What we can tell about his
doctrine allows us to characterize it as a revision regarding
the two neuralgic points of Anaxagoras’ system: the ele-
mentary constituents that Aristotle calls ‘homeomers” and
the role of Mind (rous}. From this point of view, he be-
longs to the same post-Anaxagorean movement as does
Diogenes of Apollonia, who is surely younger than him
and who shares with him the importance assigned to airin
the cosmogonic process. The fact that ancient sources
present him as the last natural philosopher is surely only
the counterpart of the statement that he already con-
cerned himself with ethical questions {R2), making him a
kind of bridge between Anaxagoras and Socrates. But
even if this information should happen to be correct, it is
no longer possible to provide anything more than a very
sketchy outline of his thought.
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P
Origin and Intellectual Lines of Descent {P1-P4)

P1 (<Al) Diogenes Laertius

Archelaus of Athens or of Miletus; his father was Apol-
lodorus or, as some say, Midon; disciple of Anaxagoras,
teacher of Socrates. This man was the first to transfer
natural philosophy from Ionia to Athens! and he was
called a ‘natural philosopher’ (phusikos) [. . .].

! Some scholars helieve that this last phrase refers to Anax-
agoras {cf. ANAXAG. P13).

P2 (# DK) Eusebius, Evangelical Preparation

Anaxagoras had three disciples: Pericles, Archelaus, and
Euripides. [. . .] Archelaus was the successor at the school
of Anaxagoras in Lampsacus, and after he moved to Ath-
ens he taught there and had many Athenian pupils, includ-
ing Socrates.
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P3 {< A2) Suda A.4084
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Socrates” Lover (P5-P6)

P5 {> A3) Suda 3.829
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P3 (< A2) Suda

Archelaus, son of Apollodorus or of Midon, from Miletus,
a philosopher, called ‘natural’ with regard to his school,
because he was the first to bring the philosophy of nature
(phusiologia) from Tonia; disciple of Anaxagoras of Clazo-
menae; Socrates was his disciple, some say that Euripides
was tao.

P4 (A3) Ion of Chios in Diogenes Laertius

fon of Chios also [scil. says that] when he [i.e. Socrates]
was young he traveled to Samos with Archelaus.

Socrates” Lover (P5-P6)

P53 (> A3) Suda

Aristoxenus says that he [scil. Socrates] at first studied
with Archelaus, and that he also became his beloved, with
a very passionate sexual love [. . .].

P6 Porphyry, History of Philosophy
a (A3) Theodoret, Greek Maladies

It was said of him [i.e. Socrates] that when he was very
young he did not live in a proper or well-ordered way [. . .].
When he was already about seventeen years old [= 452
BC, Archelaus, Anaxagoras’ disciple, came to him, saying
that he was in love with him. Socrates did not refuse these
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advances or Archelaus” company, but spent a number of
years with him. And it was in this way that he was directed
toward philosophical questions by Archelaus.

b (= DK) Suda

[. . . a very passicnate sexual love, of, P5], but one that was
free of wrongdoing, as Porphyry says in his History of
Philosophy.
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D
Whritings (D1)

D1 {< A2) Suda A.4084

cwvérafe 8¢ durwoyiav [. . ] ovvérae xai diha
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TV,

Two General Summaries Going Back
Ultimately to Theophrastus (D2-D3)
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D
Writings (DI)
D1 {< A2) Suda

He composed a treatise on nature (phusiologia) [. . .]. He
also composed some other works,

Fwo General Summaries Going Back
Ultimately to Theophrastus (D2-D3)

D2 (< A4) (Ps.-F) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

[1] [. . .] This man spoke of the mixture of matter in a way
similar to Anaxagoras, and so too of the principles. But as
for himself he said that a certain mixture was present in
mind (nous) from the beginning. [2] The principles of
motion are the hot and the cold, by separating from each
other; and the hot moves, while the cold remains at rest,
Water melts and flows toward the center, where, when it
is also burned, air and earth come to be, of which the

1¢&> Schneidewin-Duncker 2 dpyds mss.: dpyds
The kwfoews <8do ds> dmoxpiveocfar Diels: dpywv Roeper
3 ¢r3> nos; <75 Ritter
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former rises upward while the latter sinks downward. [3]
Thus the earth remains at rest and comes to be for these
reasonsg, and it lies in the center since it is not at all, as it
were, a part of the whole, <The air> [scil. comes to be]
once it has been restored from the conflagration; from its
burning comes first the nature of the heavenly bodies, of
which the largest is the sun, then the moon; and as for the
other heavenly bodies, some are smaller and others larger.
[4] He says that the heavens inclined and that in this way
the sun produced light on the earth and made the air
transparent and the earth dry. For at first it was a marsh,
being elevated in its circumference and sunken in the cen-
ter. He cites as evidence for its being sunken the fact that
the sun does not rise and set at the same time for every-
one, something that would have to be the case if it were
uniform, [5] With regard to animals, he says that, the earth
having been warmed at first in its lower part, where the
warm and the cold mixed, there appeared, together with
many other animals, also human beings, and that they all
lived in the same way, nourishing themselves from the
mud (they lived only a short time}, hut that afterward their
reproduction was from each other. [6] And the humans
separated from the other ones [scil. animals] and estab-
lished leaders, laws, arts, cities, and the rest. He says that
mind (nous) is equally present by nature in all animals. For
each of their bodies uses as much of it <as is possibles, the
ones more slowly, the others more quickly.

6 of dvfpwmol, dravra Cedrenus: dvdpoe wdvra mss.

7% Cedrenus: xai mss. 8 gcwvéory OT: dvéory LB:
émmrohovfnoer Cedrenus 9 xphiofuc Zeller: xprioacfos
LO: xpriceafas B 10 rdiy gwpdrar Sow <Suvwardys e.g.
nos: 7@y cwpdror dow (§oa BO) mss.: v {dov +4 vd Diels
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D3 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 2.17
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The Principles (D4-D8)
The First Principles (D4-D5)
D4 (< A5} Simpl. In Phys., p. 27.26-28
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D5 (Al0) August. Civ. Dei 8.2

Anaxagorae successit auditor eius Archelaus. etiam ipse
de particulis inter se similibus, quibus singula quaeque
fierent, ita putavit constare omnia, ut inesse etiam mentem
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D3 (< Al} Diogenes Laertius

He says that the water, melting by the effect of heat, pro-
duced the earth <hecause of the> fiery element to the
extent that it reached the <center>, and that it generated
the air to the extent that it lowed around the periphery.
That is why the one is dominated by the air, the other by
the revolution of the fire. He says that the animals were
generated out of the warm earth, which sent up a mud
similar to milk as a form of nourishment. It is in this way
too that it [i.e. the earth] made humans. He was the first
person to say that it is the striking of air that produces
sound. The sea was filtered through the earth and was
deposited in its cavities. The largest of the heavenly bodies
is the sun, and the whole is unlimited,

The Principles (D4-DS)
The First Principles (D4-D5)

D4 (< A5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

These people [i.e. Anaxagoras and Archelaus] say that the
principles are unlimited in number and are not homoge-
neous; they posit that the homoeomeries are principles.

D5 (Al0) Augustine, City of God

Anazagoras was followed by his disciple Archelaus: he too
thought that all the things that come to be are composed
of particles similar to each other, butin such a way, he said,
that mind (mens) is also present in them; these eternal
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diceret, quae corpora aeterna, id est illas particulas, con-
iungendo et dissipando ageret omnia.

Further Principles {D6-D8)

D6 (< AT) Aét. 1.3.6 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepi apxdv 7i elow]
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The Formation of the World and the
Role of Mind (D9-DI11)
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bodies, that is, those particles, direct all things by combin-
ing and separating,

Further Principles (D6-D8)

D6 (< AT) Agtius

Archelaus [. . .]: [scil. the principle is] unlimited air and
the condensation and rarefaction it undergoes: of these,
the one is fire, the other water.

D7 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

e said that the causes of generation are two, hot and eold
[..]

D8 (< A9) Epiphanius, Against Heresies

Archelaus [. . . says that everything is generated out of the
earth. For it is this that is the origin of all things, as he says.

The Formation of the World and the
Role of Mind (D9-D11)

D9 (Al2) Aétius

Archelaus: god is air and mind, but mind is not what made

the world.
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D10 (Al4) Agt. 2.4.5 (Stob.) [el dpPapros 6 kdopos]

Apxéhaos md Beod!l kai éupuyias® cvorhirar Tov
kdapov.

. 1 feppotl Heeren 2 &uduyplas Meineke

D11 (All) Clem. Alex. Protr. 5.66.1
ToUT® péy ve dudo tov volv emeatyoamy T dmer-
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Infinity of Worlds (D13)
D12 (< A13) Ait. 2,1.3 (Stob,; of. Ps-Plut.} [wepi kéopov]

[.. .JApxéraos [. . ] ameipovs kéopovs év Tid dmwelpy
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The Formation of the Earth (D13)

D13 (< Bla} Plut. Prim. frig. 21.6 954F
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D10 (Al4) Astius
Archelaus: the world was formed by god and animation.!

1 Or, emending the text: “by heat and cooling.” But the god
that creates the world can be air, rather than mind, ef. D9, and
air is a principle of animation (cf. D20).

D11 (All} Clement of Alexandria, Protreptic

These two [i.e. Anaxagoras and Archelaus] both set mind
in control over the infinite.

Infinity of Worlds (D12)

D12 (< Al3) Agtus

[. . .] Archelaus [. . .]: the worlds are unlimited [scil. in
mumnber] in the unlimited throughout the entire surround-
ing area.

The Formation of the Earth (D13)

D13 (Bla) Plutarch, On the Principle of Cold

[...] the cold is the bond [scil. of the earth], as Archelaus
the natural philosopher says [. . .].
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Is the World Destructible? Two Incompatible
Doxographical Reports (D14)

D14
a (< Al4) A&t. 2.4.6 (Stob.) [l ddfapros 6 wdopos]
[.. .JApxé\aos [.. .] dfapriv Tov kéopov.

b (# DK) Alex. In Phys, 539 ad 250b18, p. 487 Rashed

&va wéopor yeryrov xal ddbaprov €€ Hovxias [.. ]
Apyéhnos [.. .].

The Heavenly Bodies (D15)

DI5 (Al5) Ast. 2.13.6 {Stob.) [mepi odoias doTpwr]
Apxéhaos piSpovs Emoer clrar Tods dorépas, Sia-

’ 4
mopovs O¢.

Thunder and Lightning (DI16)

D16 (Al6} Ast. 3.3.5 (Stob.) [wept Bpovrér dorpamdy
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Is the World Destructible? Two Incompatible
Doxographical Reports (D14)
D14
a (¢ Al4) Agtius
[.. .1 Archelaus [. . .]: the world is destructible.
b (# DX) Alexander of Aphrodisias, Scholia on Aristotle’s
Physics

One world, created and indestructible, coming from a
state of rest: [. . .] Archelaus [, . .].

The Heavenly Bodies (D15)

D15 (Al5) Astius

Archelaus said that the heavenly bodies are lumps of
stone, and that they are on fire,

Thunder and Lighining (D16)

D16 (Al16) Aétus

Archelaus says the same thing [scil. as Anaxagoras about
thunder, lightning, etc.], comparing them to what happens
to red-hot stones when they are plunged into cold water.
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The Flooding of the Nile (DIT)

D17 {(#DK) Tzetz. In II. 1.427 (p. 188 Lasserre)

[.. . = ANAXAG. D66d]

kol Tis dvp Apxéhaos .. ]

[. . .] overpéyovaw Opnpe

[

€ SuBpwr rai xibvos Te s év Aifhomig
avvrnrouéims Myovres kerdpdeafour 7ov Nefhow.

Earthquakes (D18)

D18 (Al6a) Sen. Quaest. nat. 6.12.1-2

Archelaus fantiquitatist! diligens ait fta: “venti in concava
terrarum deferuntur; deinde, ubi iam ommia spatia plena
sunt etin quantum aér potuit densatus est, is qui supervenit
spiritus priorem premit et elidit ac frequentibus plagis
primo cogit, deinde proturbat; [2] tunc ille quaerens lo-
cum ommnes angustias dimovet et claustra sua conatur
effringere: sic evenit, ut terrae spiritu luctante et fugam
quaerente moveantur. itaque cum terrae motus futurns
est, praecedit aéris tranquillitas et quies, videlicet quia vis
spiritus, quae concitare ventos solet, in inferna® sede
retinetur.”

L inter antiquos satis Gerfz: auctor ueritatis Schulfess
2in (in om. A) inferni mss., corr. Fortunatus
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The Flooding of the Nile (DIT)

D17 (# DK) Tzetzes, Commentary on Homer's lliad

And a certain Archelaus [, . .]
[. . .] they agree with Homer:
[...]
en they say that it is from rains and the snow
That melts in Ethiopia that the Nile is watered. [cf.
ANAXAG. D66d]-

Earthquakes (D18}
D18 (Al6a) Seneca, Natural Questions

Archelaus, esteeming 1. . .1, says the following: “winds
penetrate into the cavities of the earth; then, when all the
spaces are full and the air has been condensed as far as is
possible, the air that arrives subsequently presses the air
that was already there and strikes it, and by means of
frequent blows first it forces it, then it repels it. Then the
earlier one, trying to find some room, splits open all the
narrow passageways and tries to break open the barriers
that enclose it: and so it comes about that the earth moves,
as the air struggles and tries to escape. And this is why,
when an earthquake is about to happen, the air is calm and
tranquil beforehand, since the force of the air, which usu-
ally stirs up the winds, is being kept back in the subter-
ranesn region.”
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The Birth of Animals (DI9)
D19 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.16
[...=D7 kai va {fa dmd ths Mdos yervyihjvas.
The Soul (D20)

D20 (< A17} Ast. 4.3.2 (Stob.) [el odua 1) Yoy} xal Tig
7 ovoie abTis]

[.. JApxéraos [.. .] depwbn,

Politics and Ethics (D21-D22)

D21 (A6) Sext. Adv. Math. 7.14

[.. . JApxéraos 3¢ 6 Alywatos 76 duorkov kai ikdv,

D22 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 2.16

[.. . of R2] xal ydp wepl vépowr medehorddnre xai
~ byl
kahdy kel Sikaiwr [ . . = R2] kai 70 Slcator eva kal
\ 3 “~ 3 Ed > ) /
70 algxpor ov ¢ioel aAla vou.
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The Birth of Animals (D19,
D19 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

[...] and the animals were born from mud.

The Soul (D20)

D20 (< ALT) Astus
[...J Archelaus [. . .]: it [scil. the soul is] of air.

Politics and Ethics {D21-D22)

D21 (A6) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

[. . .] Archelaus of Athens [scil. broached] questions of
physics and ethics.

D22 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[...] for he also philosophized about laws and what is fine
and just; [. . .] what is just and what is shameful exist not
hy nature but by convention.
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R
Earliest Attestation: Ion of Chios

See P4

Theophrastus’ Judgment (R1)
R1 (< A5) Simpl. In Phys., p. 27.23-26 [cf. Theophr.
Frag. 228A FSIH&G]
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The Construction of a Philosophical
Succession (R2)

R2 {<Al) Diog. Laert. 2.16
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R
Earliest Attestation: Ion of Chios
See P4

Theophrastus® Judgment (R1)

R1 (< Ab) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Archelaus of Athens too [, . .] tries to say something of his
own on the generation of the world and on other matters,
but he assigns the same principles as Anaxagoras does.

The Construction of a Philosophical
Succession (R2)

R2 (<Al) Diogenes Laertius

[ . .1 that is also why natural philosophy came to an end
with him, with Socrates introducing ethics. But it seems
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Epicurus, a Beader of Archelaus (R3)

R3 (< 59 A26) Diog. Laert. 10.12

pdhiorra 8¢ drebéyero [Epic. Frag. 240 Usenerl, ¢dmal
Aworhfis, T dpyalov Avafaydpor [. . . of. ANAXAG,
R28] xal Apyéhaor 7ov Zwkpdrovs Siddaxakov.

An Objection by Seneca to Archelaus’
Explanation of Earthquakes (R4)

R4 (# DK) Sen. Quaest. nat. 6.12.3

[ . . = DI18] “quid ergo? numquam {lante vento terra
concussa est?” “admodum raro: <mam raro>! duo simul
flavere venti: fieri tamen et potest et solet. quod si re-
cipimus, et constat duos ventos rem simul gerere, quidni?
accidere possit, ut alter superiorem aéra agitet, alter in-
fernum??”

1 <nam» Hine, <raro> Shackleton Bailey
2 quidni Erasmus: quidnam Zfm: quid {quod B) inde 8
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that he too touched upon ethics. [. . .] Socrates took it over
from him, but was considered to have been it sole discov-
erer it because he had developed it.

Epicurus, a Reader of Archelaus (R3)
R3 (< 59 A26) Diogenes Laertius

More than anyone else, says Diocles, he [i.c. Epicurus]
Preferred Anaxagoras among the ancients [. . .], and
Archelaus, Socrates” teacher.

An Objection by Seneca fo Archelaus’
Explanation of Earthquakes (R4)

R4 (# DK) Seneca, Netural Queséions

[. . .] “Well then? Has there never been an carthguake
while the wind was blowing?” “It is very rare: for it is rare
that two winds blow at the same time. But this can happen
and it does happen customarily. If we accept that, and it
is a fact that two winds are acting at the same time, why
then could it not happen that one agitates the higher air,
the other the lower air?”
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Elegiac Poems? (R5)

R5 (< Bl) Plut. Cim. 4.8

[.. ] & 7o 86l rerpaipecfar [. . ] Tals yeypapuévoes
émi mapyyopla tob mérfovs éreyelars wpos adrdy, dv
Havairios 6 dehdoodos oierar [Frag. 125 van Straaten]
TOMTIY Yyeyovévar TOV Quowor Apxéheor, ok dwd
Tpbmov Tols xpérows elicdlwv.

Alchemical Forgeries (R6)

R6 (< B2) Coll. Alchim. 1, p. 25.6-13

o 2z ~ ~
vivwoke, & Bile, wal Ta dvdpara 6 momrdr- [, . ]

Apyélaos [.. .].

Archelaus in The Assembly of Philosophers (R7)

R7 (# DX) Turba Phil.
a p. 10¢.1-9 Ruska

liber, in quo discipulorum suorum prudentiores Arisleus
congregavit, Pitagoram sc. philosophum et sapientum
verba, qui in tertia synodo Pitagorica qui artifex dicitur
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Elegiac Poems?P (R3)

R5 (< Bl) Plutarch, Cimon

[...]if one must judge [. . .] from the elegiac poems writ-
ten to console him [scil. Cimon] for his grief [scil. for the
death of his lover Isodice], of which the philosopher
Panaetius, conjecturing not implausibly on the basis of the
chromology, thinks that the natural philosopher Archelans
was the author.

Alchemical Forgeries (R6)
R6 (< B2) Collection of Ancient Greek Alchemists

Learn as well, dear friend, the names of those who make
[scil. gold]: [. . .] Archelaus [. . .].!

1 Archelaus’ name appears twenty-second in a list of tweniy-
seven names {including those of Plato, Aristotle, Democritus,
ete.). A collection of 336 early Byzantine iambs is preserved in
Archelaus the Philosopher, On the Seme Sacred Art [scil. of mak-
ing gold], of. DK I, p. 48.

Archelaus in The Assembly of Philosophers (R7)

R7 (# DK) The Crowd of Philosophers

a The beginning

The book, in which Arisleus (i.e. Archelaus) has gathered
together the wiser among his students, viz. [scil. the stu-
dents of] the philosopher Pythagoras, who is called ‘the
master of the art [i.e. alchemy],” and the discourses of the
wise men who met in the third Pythagorean synod.
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sunt coadunati. quem librum vix legit intellectum habens
vel aliquantulum prius in hac arte investigans, qui in
nohile propositum non pervenit.!

huius autem codicis principium est:

Arisleus genitus Pitagorae, discipulus ex discipulis
Hermetis gratia trip]icis, expositionem scientiae do-
cens omnibus posteris residuis salutem et misericor-
diam.

1 liber . . . pervenit textus valde incerfus

b Sermo V, p. 57.1-58.9 Plessner

ait Arisleus: scitote, quod terra est collis et non est plana,
unde non ascendit sol super climata terrae una hora. nam
si plana esset, uno ascenderet momento super totam ter
ram.

inquit Parmenides: breviter locutus es, Arislee.

respondit: numquid Magister dimisit nobis alind di-
cendum? dico tamen, quod Deus unus est, numgquam
genuit nec genitus est; et quod omnium caput post se est
terra et ignis, eo quod ignis tenuis et levis regit omnia,
terra autem cum sit ponderosa et spissa, fert omnia, quae

regit ignis.
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Scarcely anyone who has understanding or who has some
prior experience in this art reads this book without arriv-
ing at his noble goal.!

Of this codex the beginning is as follows:

Arisleus, the son of Pythagoras, a student from
among the students of the thrice blessed Hermes
[i.e. Hermes Trismegistus], teaching the exposition
of his science: health and compassion for all poster-
ity. [cf. PYTHS. R73]

1 Our translation of this very difficult and probably eorrupt
text follows the tentative suggestions of Ruska, f. p. 173, n. 1.

b

Arisleus said: Know that the earth is a hill and not flat,
which is why the sun does not rise above the regions of the
earth at one time. For if it were flat, 1t would rise in ons
moment above the whole earth.

Parmenides said: You have spoken briefly, Arisleus.

He answered: Yes indeed, for has our Teacher left us
anything else to sayP Nevertheless I say that God is one,
He never begot nor was he ever begotten; and that the
beginning of all things after Him is earth and fire, since
fire, being rarefied and light, rules over all things, while
the earth, which is heavy and dense, bears all the things

over which fire rules.
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28. DIOGENES OF APOLLONIA
[DIOG.]

For Diogenes’ chronology we do not possess any precise
dates, but an indication that goes back to Theophrastus
presents him as one of the last, indeed as “virtually the
youngest,” of the natural philosophers (P2), and the very
content of his doctrine allows us to consider him a younger
contemporary of Anaxagoras. He is also one of the prob-
able targets of Aristophanes’” Clouds, which was staged in
423 BC. For a long time disparaged as an eclectic and
naive thinker, his importance is now recognized, for the
teleological program he sketches out, for his explicit argu-
mentation in favor of a monism of which the foundation is
called “air,” and for the detailed description he gives, in
relation with his general theory, of the system of distribu-
tion of blood and air in the human body. His monism of air
and the conerete turn of his thought suggest that Diogenes
occupies a place analogous, with regard to Anaxagoras, to
that which Anaximenes had occupied with regard to Anax-
imander. His central term, noésis (‘intelligence’), which
clearly echoes Anaxagoras’ nous, is difficult to translate
univocally: in various contexts it can apply either to intel-
ligence or to mind or to other forms of apprehension, like
perception.
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P
Chronology and Philosophical Affiliations (P1-P2)

P1 (< Al) Diog. Laert, 9.57

Awyévns Amorhoféuos! Arolwrdrns, drjp dvo
Kds Kkai dyay ENGywos. frovae 8¢, ¢noiv Avriodé-
vws [FGrHist 508 F15], Avalyévovs. Ty 3¢ év Tols
xpovows ker’ Avalayépor [. . . = Pdl.

1 drodhofiéudos F: -puuros BP

P2 (< A5) Simpl. In Phys., p. 25.1-3 (cf. Theophr. Frag,
226A FHS&G)

,
xal Awyéms 8¢ & AmoMhowidrns, oxedor veaTaTos
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P

Chronology and Philosophical Affiliations (P1-P2)

P1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Diogenes of Apollonia, son of Apollothemis, a natural phi-
losopher and a man of great reputation. Antisthenes says
that he studied with Anaximenes; but in chronological
terms he lived at the time of Anaxagoras [. . .].

P2 (< A5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Diogenes of Apollonia, virtually the youngest of those who
taught on this subject [i.e. the principle from which the
world came], wrote about most subjects in a compos-
ite manner, sometimes following Anaxagoras, other times
Leucippus,
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City of Origin (P3)
P3 (A3) Steph. Byz. Ethn, s.v. Amolwria

Amoddawvia. [. . ] k¢ Kpirns, % wdhar Ehedlepra,
Alvov maTpls. éx TadTns & duoikds Awoyéims.

Diogenes in Danger at Athens? (P4)

P4 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.57

[...=P1] rolrdv dnow ¢ Dalnpeis Anuirpros &v 7h
Swxpdrovs droloyia [Frag, 91 Wehrli] 8id uéyor ¢8é-
vov puxpot kwlvveloa, AdMrmo.
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City of Origin (P3)

P3 (A3) Stephanus of Byzantium, Ethnica

Apollonia: [ . .] (23) of Crete, the former Eleutherna, the
homeland of Linus; Diogenes the natural philosopher
came from this city.!

1This is not certain; there were many other cities named
Apollonia, notably one in Thrace, on the Black Sea, to which Dji-
ogenes is conmected most often,

Diogenes in Danger at Athens? (P4)

P4 {< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[.. .] Demetrius of Phalercn says in his Apology of Socra-
tes that he almost died at Athens because he was the object
of great ill will.!

1 The “he™s could aiso refer to Anaxagurés, mentioned in the
preceding sentence (P1). Cf. ANAXAG. P23.
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D
More Than One Treatise? (D1)

D1 (< A4) Simpl. In Phys., p. 151.24-29

L) 4 L3 ’ b s ~ 4
[. . ] ioréor qs yéypamrar pév wheiova 76 Avoyéve
Toire ouyypduppare (s abros év v Ilepi dioews
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o ~ ~ LY . b rd
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b rd N . 3 ’ 4 3 4 ~
roi wévror kol Ilepi dvfpdmov dioews), év 8¢ ye 14
Tlepi diloems, & T@v avroll pévov els éué AAPe, mpo-

Tifleroa uév St wohhdw Setfar 8rei. . . = D5a, R7].

The Beginning of the Treatise:
A Metholodogical Remark (D1)

D2 (B1) Diog. Laert. 9.57

ASyov mavrds dpyduevor Soxel woi xpedv eivar THY
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D
More Than One Treatise? (D1)

DI (< A4) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

[. . .] one must know that this Diogenes wrote a number
of treatises, as he himself says in his On Naiure, when he
says that he wrote a reply against the natural philosophers,
whom he himself calls ‘sophists’ jor: ‘wise men,’ sophisiai],
and also wrote a Meteorology, in which he says that he has
spoken about the principle, and also On the Nature of
Man; but at least in his On Nature, which is the only book
of his that has reached me, he proposes to demonstrate by
means of numerous arguments that [. . 1!

1The existence of more than one treatise by Diogenes is not
attested elsewhere. This might be merely a hypothesis of Simpli-
ciug’ intended to resolve an interpretative problem {see R7),

The Beginning of the Treatise:
A Methodological Remark (D2)

D2 (Bl) Diogenes Laertius

It is my view that it is necessary, when one begins
(arkhesthai) any discourse, to provide a beginning
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apxy dvaudioBrrgror mapéyeaar, v 8 éppm-
vetay dmAiy Kal cepriy.

The Principle (D3-D13)
The Justification of Mondsm (D3)

D3 (B2) Simpl. In Phys., pp. 151.31-152.7 [immediately
after the proem; cf. R7]
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{arkhé) that is free of ambiguity, and a style that is
simple and dignified.

The Principle (D3-D13)
The Justification of Monism (D3)

D3 (B2) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics
[Immediately after the proem; cf. R7]

It is my view, to say it as a whole, that all the things
that are are differentiated out of the same thing and
are the same thing. And this is manifest: for if the
things that exist now in this world—earth, water, air,
fire, and all the other things of which it is visible that
they exist in this world—if any one of these were
different from the other, being different by its own
nature, and it were not the case that it was trans-
formed and was differentiated in many ways, being
the same thing, then it would not be possible in any
way either that things would mix with one another
or that benefit or harm <would come about from the
one to the other, or that any plant could grow from
the earth either, or any animal or anything else come
to be, if they were not constituted in such a way that
they were the same thing. But all these things come
about, sometimes of one sort, sometimes of another,
by being differentiated out of the same, and they
return to the same.
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Eternity of the Principle (D4)

D4 (B7) Simpl. In Phys., p. 153.19-20
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Eternity of the Principle (D4)

D4 (B7) Simplictus, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

And this is itsell a body both eternal and deathless,
but it is by means of it that some things come to be
and others cease to exist.

Intelligence of the Principle {(D5-D6)

D5 Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics
a (¢ DK)

[...]in his On Naiure [. . .] he proposes to show by means
of numerous arguments that in the principle which he
posits there exists “much intelligence [or: cogaitive ac-
tivity, noésis].”

b (B3)

Then, after having shown that there exists in this principle
much intelligence (nodsis)—“for,” he says, “without
intelligence it would not be possible for it to be dis-
tributed in such a way as to possess the measures of
all things, of winter and summer, of night and day,
of rains and winds and fine weather; and the other
things, if one wishes to think intelligently about
them (ennoeisthai), one would find that they are ar-
ranged in the finest way that could be achieved”—,
he adds that: [. . . paraphrase and citation of D9)].
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D6 (B8) Simpl. In Phys., p. 153.20-22
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Air Is the Principle of Life (D9-D12)
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D6 (B8) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Baut this seems to me to be evident: that it is vast and
powerful, eternal and deathless, and that it knows
many things.

The Principle Is Air (D7-D8)

D7 (13 A4) Aristotle, Metaphysics

Anazimenes [ANAXIMEN. D4] as well as Diogenes
posits air before water and as that one among the simple
hodies that is most of all a principle.

D8 (< A5) Theophrastus in Simplicius, Commentary on
Aristotle’s Physics

[- . .] As for the nature of the whole, he too [scil. like Anax-
imenes] says that it is unlimited and eternal air, from
which, through condensation, rarefaction, and transfor-
mation of its conditions, comes the form of the other
things. And this is what Theophrastus reports about Diog-
enes, and the latter’s treatise that has reached me, entitled
On Nature, states clearly that what all other things come
from is air [. . .].

Atr Is the Principle of Life (D9-D12)

D9 (B4) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Moreover, besides those [scil. proofs], there are also
these important proofs: human beings and the other
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animals that breathe live by means of air, and this is
for them both life and mental activity (noésis), as will
be made manifestly clear in this treatise; and if this
departs, they die and the mental activity (noésis)
ceases to exist,

D10 (B5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

And it is my view that that what possesses cognitive
activity (noésts) is what humans call ‘air,” and that it
is by this that all are steered and at the same time
dominate over all.! For it is my view that it is this
itself that is god, and that it arrives everywhere, ar-
ranges all things, and exists in every thing. And there
is not even one thing that does not have a share in
this. But neither is there any one that has a share in
the same way as another has, but there are many
forms both of the air itself and of mental activity
(noésis), for it is multiform, hot and cold, dry and
moist, immobile and possessing quick motion, and
many other differentiations are in it, unlimited both
in flavor (hédoné) and in color. And for all the ani-
mals, the soul is the same thing: air that is warmer
than the external one in which we exist, but much
colder than the one that is near the sun. But this
warmth is not similar in any of the animals (since it is
not either among human beings compared with one
another); but it differs not very much, but enough

L Or, emending; “it is by this that all is steered and that it [i.e.
air] dominates over all.”
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that they are very similar—except that it is not pos-
sible for any of the things that are differentiated to
become perfectly similar to another one, unless it
becomes the same thing, Since therefore differen-
tiation is multiform, multiform are the animals too
and numerous, and they resemble one another nei-
ther in their shape nor in their way of life nor in their
mental activity (noésis), becanse of the multitude of
differentiations. And yet they all live, see, and hear
by means of the same thing, and they all possess
from the same thing the rest of their mental activity
{nodsis).

D11 {< A20), Aristotle, On the Soul

Diogenes [. . .] [scil. says that the soul is air,] thinking that
this is of all things the one that is most rarefied and that it
is a principle. And it is for this reason that the soul hoth
knows and maoves: because it is first and everything else
comes from it, it knows, and because it is the most rar-
efied, it is able to impart motion.

D12 (# DK) Aétius
Diogenes of Apollonia: the soul is [scil. made] of air.

Divinity of the Principle (D13)
D13 (< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations .

There is evidence that the inner air, a small portion of
god, is what perceives [. . .].
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Cosmogony (D14-D17)
The Formation of Worlds: Two General
Summaries (D14-D15)

D14 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.57
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Cosmogony (D14-DI7)
The Formation of Worlds: Two General
Summaries (D14-D15)

D14 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He had the following views: the element is air, there exist
an unlimited number of worlds and an unlimited void; the
air is what generates the worlds by condensing and rarefy-
ing; nothing comes to be out of nonbeing or is destroyed
into nonbeing; the carth is spherical, fixed firmly in the
center; its shape is duve to circular motion caused by heat
and to solidification caused by cold.

D15 (A6) Ps.-Plutarch, Stromata

[12] Diogenes of Apollonia posits air as element; the total-
ity of things is in motion; and the worlds are unlimited in
number. This is how he conceives the formation of the
world: the whole being in motion and becoming rarefied
here and dense there, where the dense happened to come
together it created a concentration, and so too everything
else in the same way. The lightest elements, occupying the
highest position, formed the sun. {11} ]...] By becoming
dense, the aether produces clouds, then water, which, de-
scending toward the sun, extinguishes it; and when it be-
comes rarefied, it is kindled again. With time, the sun was
solidified by dryness and formed stars out of the bright
water; it produced night and day out of extinction and il
lumination, and in general eclipses.]

1 The passage printed in italics appears in the notice dedi-
cated to Metrodorus of Lampsacus, but it is difficult to assign this
deetrine to him. The transposition, proposed by Palmer, Classteal
Quarterly 51 (2001): 7-17, is plausible but not certain.

239



EARLY GREEK PHILOSCPHY VI

An Infinite Number of Worlds or
Only One? (D16)
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The Inclination of the Poles (D17)
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An Infinite Number of Worlds or
Only One? (DI6)

D16
a (< Al10) Astius

[...] Diogenes [. . .J: worlds unlimited [scil. in number] in
the unlimited, throughout the entire surrounding area.

b (¢ 13 All) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
Physics

Those who say that the world always exists but without
always being the same, but becoming different at different
times according to certain periods of time—these people

make the one world subject to generation and destruction,
like [. . .] Diogenes [. . 1.

The Inclination of the Poles (DI7)

D17 (< All, ef. 59 A6T) Astius

Diogenes and Anaxagoras: after the world had been
formed and the animals had emerged from the earth, the
world inclined somehow on its own toward its southern

part [. . .].
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Cosmology (D18-D22)
The Heavenly Bodies (D18)
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The Sun (D19-D20)
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Cosmology (D18-D22)
The Heavenly Bodies (D18)
DI8 (< Al2) Adtius

Diogenes: the stars are like pumice stone, and he thinks
that they are the world’s vents, and that they are aflame;
and that stones that are invisible (and for this reason are
nameless) accompany the visible heavenly bodies in their
revolutions; and that they often fall and are extinguished
on the earth, like the heavenly body made of stone that fell
buming at Aegospotami. :

The Sun (D19-D20)
D19 (Al3) Astius

Diogenes: the sun is like pumice stone; the rays coming
from the aether become fastened to it.

D20 {Al3) Astius

Diogenes: the sun is extinguished by the cold that collides
with the heat.

The Moon (D21)
D21 (Ai4) Astius

Diogenes: the moon is an ignited mass like pumice stone.
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Comets (D22)
D22 (Al5) Ast. 3.2.8 (Ps-Plut.) [mepi wopnrdy xal
Sigrrévrawv kat Tov TowiTwy]
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Meteorology: Thunder and Lightning (D23)
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b (Al6) Sen. Quaest. nat. 2.20.1

Diogenes Apolloniates ait quaedam tonitrua igne, quae-
dam spiritu fieri; illa ignis facit quae ipse antecedit et
nuntiat; illa spiritus quae sine splendore crepuerunt.

The Earth (D24-D26)
The Sea (D24)

D24 {< AlT) Alex. In Meteor., p. 67.11--14

[.. . = ANAXIMAND. D35b] radms s 8dfns éyé
vero, ¢ ioropel Beddpacros [Frag. 221 FHS&G],
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Comets (D22)
D22 {Al5) Astius

Diogenes: the comets are heavenly bodies.

Meteorology: Thunder and Lightning (D23)

D23

a {Al6) Astius

Diogenes: the collision of fire with a moist cloud, produc-
ing thunder by extinguishing and lightning by flashing. But
he also adduces wind as an auxiliary cause.

b (A16) Seneca, Natural Questions

Diogenes of Apollonia says that certain thunders occur
because of fire, others because of wind; fire produces the
ones that it precedes and announces, wind the ones that
rumble without a flash of light.

The Earth (D24-D26)
The Sea (D24)

D24 (Al7) Alexander of Aphrodisias, Commentary on
Aristotle’s Meteorology

This opinion [scil. that the sea will dry out one day by the
effect of the evaporation caused by the sunj, as Theo-
phrastus reports, was maintained by Anaximander [cf,
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D235

a (< T35¢ Laks) Arist. (?), Inund. Nili (= Frag. 248 Rose,
p. 192.22-24)

Diogenes autem fNakithemiust Apolloniates fontibus ait
addi aquam attrahente terra propter arefieri a sole in
estate: natum esse enim indigens trahere ex propinquo
I...=R4].

b (A18) Sen. Quaest. nat. 42.28-29

Diogenes Apolloniates ait: “sol umorem ad se rapit; hunc
adsiccata tellus ex mari ducit, tum ex ceteris aquis. fieri
autem non potest, ut alia sicca sit tellus, alia abundet; sunt
enim perforata omnia et invicem pervia, et sicea ab umidis
surnunt. alioquin, nisi aliquid terra aceiperet, exaruisset,
ergo undique sol trahit, sed ex his quae premit maxime;
haec meridiana sunt. terra cum exaruit, plus ad se umoris
adducit; ut in lucernis cleum illo fluit ubi exuritur, sic aqua
illo incumbit quo vis caloris et terrae aestuantis arcessit.
unde ergo trahit? ex illis scilicet partibus semper hibernis:
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ANAXIMAND. D35b] and Diogenes. Diogenes also says
that this is the cause of salinity: the sun removing the
sweet part, the residue and deposit turn out to be saline.

The Floods of the Nile (D25)

D25
a (# DX) Aristotle (P), On the Flooding of the Nile

But Diogenes of Apollonia tNakithemius+ says that ad-
ditional water azrives at its sources, the earth attracting it
because it has been made dry by the sun in the summer:
for by nature it draws from what is nearest when it is in

need [...].

b (Al8) Seneca, Natural Questions

Diogenes of Apollonia says, “The sun attracts to itself the
moisture that the dried-out land draws from the sea and
also from other waters. But it cannot happen that the land
is dry in one place and overflows in another: for the whole
is perforated and one part communicates with another,
and the dry parts take from the moist ones. Otherwise, if
the earth received nothing, it would have completely dried
up. Thus the sun attracts [scil. water] from everywhere,
but [scil. especially] from those regions that it most op-
presses: these are the southerly ones. When the sarth has
become completely dried up, it attracts more moisture to
itself: just as in lanterns the oil flows to the place where it
is burning, so too water flows to where the force of heat
and of the burning earth summons it. From where then
does the latter attract it? Evidently from those regions
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septemirionales semper exundant (ob hoc Pontus in in-
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where it is always winter: the northerly ones constantly
overflow (that is why the Black Sea runs continuously in a
rapid stream into the lower sea [i.e. the Mediterranean]
and does not ebb and flow with alternating tides like other
seas, but always flows swiftly in the same direction), For if
what each one lacks were not restored to it and the excess
were not discharged thanks to these passages, then every-
thing would already be either dry or overflowing,.”

¢ (# DK) John Lydus, On the Months

Diogenes of Apollonia says that, the sun taking away the
moisture, the Nile draws it from the sea by means of the
dry land: for being by nature cavernous and perforated, it
[ie. the land] draws moisture to itself: and as the land of
Egypt is drier than the others, it attracts liquid all the more
strongly, just as oil in the case of lanterns moves more
abundantly to where it is being consumed by the fire.

d (A18) Scholia on Apollonins Rhodius

Diogenes of Apollonia: the water of the sea is drawn away
by the sun and then precipitates onto the Nile; for he
thinks that the Nile floods in the summer because the sun
directs toward it the moistures from the earth.
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The Magnet (D26)

D26 (A33) Alex. (P) Quaest. 2.23, p. 73
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The Magnet (D26)

D26 {A33) Alexander of Aphrodisias (P), Natural Ques-
tions

Diogenes of Apollonia says that by nature all metals both
emit a certain moisture from themselves and draw it in
from outside, the ones more, the others less, and that cop-
per and iron emit the most. A sign of this is that a part of
them burns up and is consumed in fire, and that when they
are smeared with vinegar and oil they become rusty: for
this happens to them because the vinegar draws the mois-
ture out of them. For the fire burns, but it burns because,
penetrating into each of these, it draws in and consumes
the moisture that is found in them. Therefore, since iron
draws moisture in but emits even more, the magnet, being
more rarefied and more earthy than iron, draws in the
meisture from the surrounding air more than it emits it.
Well, it [i.e. the magnet], drawing material in, welcomes
within itself what is related to it and repels what is not re-
lated to it. But iron is related to it, becauso it [i.e. the mag-
net] draws in and welcomes within itself what comes from
it [i.e. the iron]. And it is because of this attraction that the
iron itself is displaced toward it because of the massive
attraction undergone by the moisture in it; whereas the
iron does not draw in the magnet, nor is the iron suffi-
ciently rarefied as to be able to weleome massively the
moisture that comes from it.
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Physiology (D27-D44)
The System of the Vessels in Humans (D27)
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Physiology (D27-D44)
The System of the Vessels in Humans (D27)

D27 (B6) Aristotle, History of Animals

The blood vessels in the human are arranged as follows.
There are two that are the largest ones. These extend
through the belly, along the spinal column, the one on the
right, the other on the left, down into the legs, each one
on its own side, and up into the head [511b35], along the
clavicles, through the throat. Starting from these, vessels
extend throughout the whole body, from the one on the
right toward the right, from the one on the left toward the
left, the two largest ones into the heart near the spinal
column itself, and the others a little higher, through the
chest, under the armpit [512a5] into that hand located on
its own side. And the one is called the ‘splenic’ vessel, the
other the ‘hepatic’ one. Each of their extremities is di-
vided, the one toward the thumb, the other toward the
palm, and from these other thin vessels, with many
branches, going toward the rest of the hand and the fin-
gers. Other, thinner vessels extend from the first [a10]
vessels, going from the one on the right into the liver, from
the one on the left into the spleen and kidneys. Those
vessels that extend into the legs are divided at the juncture
and extend through the whole thigh. The largest of these
extends to the back of the thigh and is seen to be thick; the
other one, on the inside of the thigh, [a15] is a Little less
thick than that one. They then extend along the knee into

L éedhaiverar C' PD% éud- A®
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the shank and foot, in the same way as into the hands. And
they descend toward the flat of the foot, and from there
they extend to the toos. And many thin vessels coming
from these divide out toward the belly and the flank. [a20]
The ones that extend into the head through the throat are
seen to be large in the neck. From each of these two,
where they terminate, many vessels divide out into the
head, the ones coming from the right side into the left
side, the others from the left side into the right side; and
they both terminate beside the ear. There is another [a25]
vessel in the neck beside the large one on both sides, a
little smaller than that one, to which mast of the ones
coming from the head itself are attached; and these extend
through the throat toward the interior, and coming from
each of these two, others extend under the shoulder blade
and into the hands, And others, a little smaller, are visible
beside the splenic blood vessel and the hepatic one; [a30]
these are the ones they bleed when something under the
skin causes pain; but if it is something near the belly [scil.
that causes pain], it is the hepatic and the splenic vessels
[scil. that they bleed], Other vessels also extend from these
[512b1] under the breasts. There are others too, thin ones,
that extend from each of these two throngh the spinal
marrow into the testicles; and still others extend under the
skin and through the flesh into the kidneys, and terminate

at the testicles in men and at the wterns in women. [b5]

5 dmooxdow D% droamdow P: drooyilovow al dmepé-
xovoar A% drooxtlorral kol al drepéyovoar C*
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2 greppatiow mss., corr. Dindorf

b (ad B6) Cod. Brux. 1348-59, fol. 48 (pp. 206-10 Well-
mann)

[1] Alexander [. . .], discipulus Asclepiadis, libro primo de

semine spumam sanguinis eius essentiam dixit, Diogenis
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The first of these blood vessels, which come from the belly,

are wider, but then they become thinner, until they cross
over from the right side to the left and from this latter to
the right. They are called ‘spermatic.” The thickest blood
[b10] is absorbed by the fleshy parts, but when it overflows
it flows into these regions in a form that is thin, warm, and
foamy.? :

1 This description is often considered to be a verbal citation,
but various indications suggest that Aristotle is summarizing and
adapting, Therefore this text is presented here as a testimonium
rather than as an original fragment.

Semen (D28)

D28
a (A24) Clement of Alexandria, Pedagogue

Some people think that the animal’s semen is in its sub-
stance foam (aphron)} of blood, which is greatly agitated
during sexual union because of the male’s inborn heat,
and, fanned [scil. by its breath], becomes foam (exa-
phroutai) and is deposited in the spermatic vessels; Diog-
enes of Apollonia thinks that the sexual act (ta aphrodisia)
has received its name from this.

b (ad B6) Brussels fragment on semen

Alexander [. . .] a disciple of Asclepiades, said in his first’
bock on semen that it is in its essence foam of blood,
agreeing with the views of Diogenes. [. . .] But as for Di-
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placitis consentiens. [. . .] [3] Diogenes autem Apollonia-
tes! essentiam similiter spumam sanguinis dixit lLibro
physico. etenim spiratione adductus spiritus sanguinem
suspendit, cuius alia pars carne bibitur,? alia superans in
seminales cadit? vias et semen facit, quod <non>* est alind
quam spuma sanguinis spiritu collisi.

1 Apollonii mss., corr. Wellman 2 hibitur Rose: vivit ms.
3 cadet ms., corr. Neuenar 4 ¢non> Netienar

Embryology (D29-D32)

D29 (A27) Cens. Die nat. 5.4

illud quoque ambiguam facit inter auctores opinionem,
ufrumne ex patris tantummodo semine partus nascatur, ut
Diogenes [. . .] scripserunt, an etiam ex matris [. . .].

D30 (A27) Cens. Die nat. 6.1

Diogenes Apolloniates €X umoTe Primum carnem fieri
existimavit, tum ex carne ossa nervosque et ceteras partis
enasci.

D31
a (B9) Gal. In Hipp. Epid. 6.2.47, p. 122.3-9

5 2 b L3 I ) < -~ 3
ki pévror kol wpohdynrar oxeddr dmac. Tols la-
~ E) / 4 - a h] M
Tpots of udvor Swuwhdrreofar fdrrov, dANL Kal ki-
veiofos 76 dppev Tob Biheos. [. . .] Pobos B¢ dmar
Awoyévn Tov Amolhavidryy pdvov évavtins drodrra-
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ogenes of Apollonia, he said the same thing in his book on
nature, viz. that its essence is foam of blood: for the air
inhaled during respiration lifts up the blood, of which one
part is absorbed by the flesh while the other part, over-
flowing, falls into the spermatic channels and produces
semen, which is <nothing> other than foam of blood that
has been struck by the air.

Embryology (D29-D32)
D29 (A27) Censorinus, The Birthday

The following question too causes a difference of opinion
among the authorities: whether the offspring is born ouly
from the father’s seed, as Diogenes [, . .] wrote, or also
from the mothers [. . .].

D30. (A27) Censorinus, The Birthday

Diogenes of Apollonia thought that flesh is produced first
from the liquid, and that then from the flesh the bones,
the tendons, and the other parts are born.

D31
a (B9} Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates” Epidemics

In fact, there is agreement among almost all doctors that
the male not only is formed, but also begins to move, more
quickly than the female. ]. . .] Rufus says that Diogenes of
Apollonia is the only one who has expressed the opposite
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oflas karé, 70 Tept Pioews Selrepor éym 8¢ odi év-
éruxor 7@ [SiBhip.

b (> A26) Cens. Die nat. 9.2

alii enim plerique, cum omnes partus non uno tempore
fiant maturi, una tamen eademque tempora omnibus
conformandis dederunt; ut Diogenes Apolloniates, qui
masculis corpus ait quattuor mensibus formari et feminis
quinque [. . . = HIPPO D16].

D32
a (A25) Gens. Die nat. 6.3

at Diogenes et Hippon [HIPPO D14] existimarunt esse
in alvo prominens quiddam, quod infans ore adprehendat,
et! ex eo alimentum ita trahat ut cum editus est ex matris
uberibus.

Let V2 om. cett.

b (A25) Aristoph. Byz. Ep#. 1.78 (p. 23.14-15 Lambros)

[.. .1 Asoyévnr rdv Amolhewdrny epndte Tals Ko-
TvAndéat Tals év i) prirpq Tpédectar Ta éuBpual.. .
=R121.
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view, in the second book of his On Nature; but I myself
have not come across this book:

b (> A26) Censorinus, The Birthday

Although not all children are ready to be born at the same
time, most of the other authorities have determined for
the formation of all of them one and the same period of
time, like Diogenes of Apollonia, who said that males’
bodies are formed in four months and females’ in five

[..]Jt

1 Rufus’ statement in D31a contradicts Censorinus’.

D32

a (A25) Censorinus, The Birthday

But Diogenes and Hippo thought that there exists in the
belly [scil. of the mother] a protrusion that the infant takes
in its mouth and from which it draws nourishment in the

same way as, after it is born, it does from its mother’s
breasts.

b (A25) Aristophanes of Byzantium, Epitome of Aris-
totle’s History of Animals

[. . .] Diogenes of Apollonia [. . ] says that embryos are
nourished by cup-shaped cavities located in the nterus,
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Respiration, Life, and Death (D33)

D33 (A29) Ast. 5.24.3 (Ps.-Plut.) [wds Umros yiveros
kal Bdvaros]

Awoyévms, el émt mav 7O aipa Sayedpevor TANpdoe
pév ras dAéBus Tov & év avrals! meprexdueror? dépa
doen eis T4 oTépra xal Thr Umokeuévmy yaoTépe,
tmvoy yeyerfjofar kai Bepudtepor vmdpyew tov Bd-
para éiv & dwar 70 depddes ék Thv PreBbv éxhimy,
Odvoror overvyydrew.

1 adrols mss., corr. Beck

2 repreyduevor MIT: wepryedueror m

Physiology of Sensations (D34-D42)
The General Principle (D34)
D34 (< Al9) Theophr. Sens.
a 39
Avoyévns & domep T0 [y kai 1O dpovelr TG dépe kal
Tas alofnoes dvdmre [ . . of. R10].
b 43

.. .=D42] 8r: 8¢ 6 évrds dnp alofdverar pkpov dv
Id ~ ~ ~ ) Y 4 by
pbpror tob Beod, ovuelor elvar Sid molhdkis Tpos

s Y ~ L' i € - LI ) 4
dhha 10 voby &yovres ol Spbuer olT dxovoper|. . .

cf. D43].
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Respiration, Life, and Death (D33)

D33 (A29) Agtius

Diogenes: if the blood, diffusing itself completely, fills the
vessels and expels the air that is contained in them toward
the chest and the stomach below it, sleep is produced and
the thorax is warmer; but if all the air leaves the vessels,
death occurs.

See also D46-D47

Physiology of Sensations (D34—43)
The General Principle (D34)
D34 (< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations
a

Diogenes, just as he does in the case of life and thought,
connects the sensations too with air [. . .1

b

[. . I There is evidence that the inner air, a small portion
of god is what perceives: that is the reason why often,
when we are paying attention to something else, we nei-
ther see nor hear. |. . ]
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The Particular Sensations (D35-D41)
Smelling (D35)
D35 {< Al9) Theophr. Sens. 39

[...=R10] My pév dodpnow 76 wepl Tov éyrépadlov
dépr: TovTor yap dBpovy elval kai alppeTpor 7 dxop
(v vip éyxédahov adrdv pévor kal ¢réfia, he-
aréraror & év ols % Béos doipperpos) kel ob piyru-
afou Tats dopals ds el s €y T kpdoen avpperpos,
Bihor o5 alobaréperoy dv. [.. . = D36]

Hearing (D36-D37)

D36 (< Al9) Theophr, Sens. 40

[...=D35] mr & dxovw, STav o év Tols doiv dip
wwnbleis Umo Tol Ew Sad@ wpds TOv éywédatov [, .
= D38].

D37 (A21) Aét. 4.16.3 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepi dkofis]
Atoyéums Tob év Tf) kedahf] dépos vwo THs davis Tu-

TTOUEPON KL Kivoupévou.

Sight (D38)

D38 (< Al9) Theophr. Sens. 40

\
[.. . =D36] mp 8¢ &nr Spiv éudawopévmy eis ™
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The Particular Sensations (D35--D41)
Smelling (D35)
D35 (< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] Smelling [scil. occurs] by means of the air located
near the brain: for this is compact and adapted to hearing
(?) (for the brain is nothing but this [i.e. air] and vessels,
end it is extremely rarefied in those places where its posi-
tion is not adapted) and it does not mix with smells;! so
that if one [scil. an air] were adapted in its constitutive
mixture, this would clearly be something that perceives.

L.

1 The text of this seritence is very uncertain,

Hearing (D36-D37)
D36 (< A19) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] bearing [scil. occurs] when the air contained in the
ears is set in motion by the external air and transmits this

to the brain [. . .].

D37 (A21) Aétius

Diogenes: [scil. hearing occurs] when the air contained in
the head is struck by a sound and is set in motion.

Sight (D38)
D38 (< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] one sces the object of vision when a reflection is
formed in the pupil: when this is mixed with the internal
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Taste {D39--D40)

D39 (< A19) Theophr. Sens. 40

[...=D38] mj 8¢ yebotw ff yrarry 8id 10 pavow
kel dmardy [.. . = D41].

D40 {A22) Agt. 4.18.2 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepi yelorews].
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Touch (D41)

D41 (< A19) Theophr. Sens. 40
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air, it produces the sensation. And there is evidence for
this: for if there is an inflammation of the vessels in people
who for this reason do not achieve the mixture with the
internal air, they cannot see, even though the reflection
occurs in the same way [, . .].

Taste (D39-D40)
D39 (< Al9} Theophrastus, On Sensations

[.. -] tasting [scil. occurs] by the tongue, for its consistency
is loose and soft [, . .].

D40 (A22) Astius

Diogenes: it is by reason of the porosity of the tongue and
its softness, and because the vossels that extend from the
body to it enter into contact, that the favors are diffused,
drawn toward sensation and the directing principle, as

though by a sponge.

Touch (D41)

D41 (< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] regarding touch he defined nothing, neither how it
oceurs nor to what objects it applies [ . .].
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Intensity and Precision of the
Different Sensations (D42)

D42 (< A1Y9) Theophr. Sens. 4043
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Axov evar kol Tov Yodov drapBpoy S TO pr) wpoo-
minTEw wPOS Hpepoty.
[42] bpiv & 6Ebraror, Boa Te TOv dépa kal Tds PAé-
Bas éye herrds, Gomep émi dv EMNwy, kol o Tow
bpBarudr hapmpérarov. pawora & éudaivenrtar 7o
, n N ; . ¢ s
dvavriov xpdpe 810 Tovs pehavopbakuovs pet’ Hué-
pow kal T& Aapmpd pdMov opdv, Tovs & évavriovs
virwp [, . . = D34b, D43].

1 $g mss., corr, Schneider
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Intensity and Precision of the
Different Sensations (D42)

D42 {< Al9) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .] after this, he tries to explain for what reason it hap-
pens that sensations are more precise, and in what kinds
of conformations.

[41] The most acute sense of smell belongs to those whose
head contains the least amount of air, for it is mixed the
least; and also when respiration occurs through a passage-
way that is longer and narrower, for in this way one dis-
cerns more quickly. This is why certain animals have a
better sense of smell than humans do; except that, the
smell being adapted to the air with regard to the mixture,
it is the human being that would have this sensation most
intensely.

The most acute sense of hearing is found in those
whose vessels are thin, just as for sensation, and whose
passageway, with regard to the organ of hearing, is perfo-
rated short, thin, and straight, and whose ear is straight
and big: for it is when the air in the ears is set in motion
that it moves the internal air. But if they are too wide, an
echo occurs when the air is in motion and the sound is
inarticulate, because it does not fall upon a body at rest.
{42] The most acute sense of sight is found in those who
have both the air and the vessels thin, just as for the other
[scil. sensations], and whose eye is very brilliant. Tt is the
opposite color that reflects the most; and that is why those
people who have dark eyes see better during the day and
[seil. see] bright objects [scil. better], while those with the
opposite [scil. color of eyes see better] at night.
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[43] kprrecdraror 8¢ NBovijs THY YAGTTAY dTokdrae-
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Pleasure, Pain, and Other Affections (D43)

D43 (¢ Al9) Theophr. Sens. 43
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kal xovdily kare Giow &v kel katd Wiy 10 cdpa
Brebidy, HOoviy Grow B¢ mapd ¢low rkal i} pioym-
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tylecor kol Tavartio. [. . . = D42[43]]

L gumldvovros Schneider

Thought (D44)

D44 {< Al9) Theophr. Sens. 4445

[.. . =D42] [44] Ppoveir & dBomep eréxln, T@ dép
kafapd kol Enpd kwllew yop ™ ikudde Tov voiv
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270

DIOGENES OF APOLLONIA

[43] The organ that discerns flavor (hédonés) the best is the
tongue, for it is the softest and most relaxed, and all the
vessels arrive at it, That is why it shows the largest number
of signs in people who are sick and why it reveals the col-
ors of the other animals: for whatever their number and
their nature, they are all reflected in it. [. . .]

Pleasure, Pain, and Other Affections (D43)
D43 (< A19) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[ . .] pleasure and pain occur in the following way: when
alarge quantity of air is mixed with the blood and lightens
it, acting according to its nature and extending throughout
the whole body, this is pleasure; but when it acts against
its nature and does not mix, the blood being present in an
equal quantity and becoming weaker and thicker, this is
pain. And the same applies for vigor, health, and their op-
posites. [. . ]

Thought (D44)

D44 (< A19) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[...][44] Thinking (phronein), as has been said, occurs
thanks to pure and dry air, for liquid impedes the mind
(nous): that is why one thinks less during sleep, intoxica-
tion, and conditions of fullness. Furthermore, moisture
abolishes the mind; evidence for this is that the other
animals are inferior with regard to thought (dienoia), for
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the air coming from the earth blows through them and
they consume food that is too moist. As for birds, they
breathe pure air, to be sure, but their nature is similar to
that of fish: for their flesh is firm and does not let the
breath pass through the whole body but keeps it in the
area of the belly. That is why it digests its food quickly but
is itself without intelligence (aphron). Besides their food,
their mouth and tongue contributes too, for they cannot

" understand each other. As for plants, because they have

no cavities and do not welcome the air, they are en-
tirely devoid of thinking. [45] It is for the same reason too -
that small children are without intelligence; for they pos-
sess moisture in abundance, so that it cannot penetrate
throughout the whole body but is repelled in the area of
the chest, the reason for which they are obtuse and with-
out intelligence. And they are irascible and, in general,
impetuous and unstable, because a large quantity of air is
expelled from small passages. This is also the cause of
forgetfulness; for it is because the air does not permeate
throughout the whole body that it cannot understand. And
there is evidence for this: those people who try to remem-
ber feel trouble in the area of the chest, and when they
find it, there occurs a “dispersion” and an alleviation of

the pain [.. .]
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Animals (D45-D47)

D45 {A30) A&t. 5.20.5 (Ps.-Plut.) [wéoa yérn {pur kol
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D46 (A31) Arist. Resp. 2 470b28-471a5
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Anidmals (D45-D47)
D45 (A30) Adtus

Diogenes: they [i.e. animals] have a share in the intelligi-
ble (nodios)t and in the air, but because of the fact that
some do so with density, and others with an excess of
moisture, they neither think nor perceive; their condition
is comparable to that of madmen whose directing princi-
ple has stumbled.

1 A post-Platonic expression for the fact that animals, for Di-
ogenes, possess a certain kind of intelligence (noésis).

D46 {A31) Aristotle, On Bespiration

Anaxagoras and Diogenes, who say that all [scil. animals]
breathe, explain in what way fish and oysters breathe [. . ],
For Diogenes, when they [i.e. fish] expel water through
their gills, they breathe in the air from the water that is
located near their mouth by means of the void that is lo-
cated in their mouth—for he supposes that there is air in
the water.

D47 (< A31) Aristotle, On Respiration
[. . .] for he says that when they [scil. fish] are in the air,

they breathe in toe much of the air, which is present in
great quantity, and that that is why they die; but when they

are in water, the quantity is moderate.
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Plants: Spontaneous Generation (D48)

D48 (A32) Theophr. HP 3.1.4

[.. ] kai & s adropdrovs, ds xai ot duoiohdyor
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D94], Awoyérns 8¢ ommouévov Tob UBaros ral pifw
Twa Aapfdvovros wpods Ty yip.

An ITonic Form Without Context (D349)

D49 (B10) Hdn, Mon. Lex. vol. 3, p. 912 Lentz

70 8¢ whi) elpnuévor wopo. Awyéver T Amolwridry
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Plants: Spontaneous Generation (D48)

D48 (A32) Theophrastus, History of Plants

[. . .J and also the spontaneous [scil. births], which the
natural philosophers speak about: Anazagoras, who asserts
[...], and Diogenes, [scil. who asserts that plants are born]
when the water putrefies and takes on a certain mixture

with regard to the earth.

An Ionic Form Without Context (D49)

D49 (B10) Herodian, On Particular Usages

As for the form plé (= full’) that is found in Diogenes of
Apollonia for the feminine adjective pleé, it is not attested
in other authors.
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R
Possible Pre-Aristotelian Echoes

See MED, T10; DERYV. Col. XVII-XIX; DRAM. T10,
TS1

Peripatetic Reactions (RI-R12)
Aristotle (RI-R7)
Praise for the Unicity of Diogenes” Principle (R1)

R1 (> A7) Arist. GC 1.6 322b9-19

dANG iy 008 dAhowtofar Suvardy, ovdé Biakpive-
oflar kai ovykpiveofas, pmdevds wowdrros undé
mdoyxorros [.. ] kat tobro dpfis Aéyer Aoyérms, dmi
€l ) € évds Hv dwavra, otk Ay fy 7O moiely xal TH
wdayew va dhhiihov, ofor 70 fepudy Ydxeofor kal
Tovro Bepuatvector wékr ob yap 7 fepudrns pera-
BdMhe kal 1) Yuxpors eis AAADAa, dAAG Snhdrort 16
Dmoretpevor. dore év ofs 76 worely éome Kol whoyEw,
dvdywn Totrew piov evar Ty dmokeuémy drow.
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R
Possible Pre-Aristotelian Echoes

See MED. T10; DERV. Col. XVII-XTX; DRAM. T10,
T81 :

Peripatetic Reactions (R1-R12)
Aristotle (RI-R7)
Praise for the Unicity of Diogenes’ Principle (R1)

R1 (> A7) Aristotle, On Generation and Corruption

It is not possible that there be alteration either, any more
than separation and reunion, if there is nothing that acts
or that undergoes. [. . .] And Diogenes is right to say that
if everything did not come from only one thing there
would not be either reciprocal acting or undergoing, for
example what is warm becoming cold and this becoming
warm again: for it is not the warmth and the coldness that
are transformed into each other, but, evidently, the sub-
strate. So that in those things in which there is acting and
undergoing, the nature that forms the substrate must nec-
essarily be one.

279



EARLY GREEK PHILCSOPHY VI
Various Criticisms (R2-R4)

R2 (A25) Arist. GA 2.7 746a 19-22
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R3 (< A31) Arist. Resp. 3 471bl1, 15, 17-18
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fiv yap Aéyer Atoyéens alriov, emme [ . . = D4T].
kol yap ém v weldv Eea Svvardv evar TolTo Cu-

Batvew.

R4 (< T35c Laks) Arist. (7), Inund. Nili (= Frag. 248
Rose, p. 192.24-20)

[.. . = D2Ba] accidit autem et huie, unum quidem quod
frigidissimum! estate quod secundum terram est, trahit
autem omne calidum existens et quande utique maxime
fuerit calidum. adhuc autem quia alios oportebat fluvios
¢os qui in Libia idem facere. non enim singulariter solum
illius dessicat fontes.

1 frigidissimum ed. Veneta: frigidissimi mss.
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DIOGENES OF APOLLONIA
Various Criticisms (RS-R4)

R2 (A25) Aristotle, Generation of Animals

Those who say [including Dipgenes, of. D32] that chil-
dren are nourished in the uterus by sucking an appendix
of flesh are mistaken; for the same thing would happen in
the other animals, but in fact this is seen not to be the case
(it is easy to observe this by means of dissections) [. . .].

R3 {¢ A31) Aristotle, On Respiration

[. . .] for what reason do they [i.e. fish] die when they are
in the air [ .]? For the reason that Diogenes gives is silly
[. . .]. For this [i.e. death by excess of air breathed in]
would have to be possible in the case of torrestrial animals
too.

R4 (# DK) Aristotle (), On the Flooding of the Nile

[...] Butitalso happens toit,! first of all, that what is found
in the earth is extremely cold in the summer, for it [scil.
the sun] attracts all the existing warmth, and especially
when it is hottest. And what is more, the other rivers lo-
cated in Libya would have to do the same thing, for it does
not dry out the sources of only that one river.

1 The medieval Latin expression, derived awkwardly from the
Greek, means, “His doctrine, like that of other philosophers,
encounters difficulties, viz. . . .”

281



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY VI

An Exegetical Problem in Aristotle and
Tts Consequences for the Transmission
of the Fragments (R5-R7)

R5 (cf. 63.15-28) Simpl. In Phys., p. 148.3-18
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An Ezegetical Problem in Aristotle and
1ts Consequences for the Transmission
of the Fragments (R5-R7)

RS (cf. 63.15-28) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
Physics

He [i.e. Aristotle] says that among those who say that there
is only one element there are two ways in which beings are
generated out of this. For they all posit that this one is
corporeal, but some of them say that it is one of the three
elements, like [, . .] air for Anaximenes and Diogenes, fire
for Heraclitus and Hippasus [. . .]; while for others, it is
different from the three elements, denser than fire but
more rarefied than air, or, as he says elsewhere, denser
than air, but more rarefied than water. Alexander thinks
that Anaximander is the one who posited that the princi-
ple is some other corporeal nature besides the elements
[cf. ANAXTMAND. R4} ; but Porphyrius thinks that Ar-
istotle’s distinction is opposing those who make the sub-
strate a body without defining it further to those who make
it either one of the three elements or some other thing
intermediate between fire and air; and according to him,
Anaximander is the one who says that the substrate is an
unlimited body without defining it further or specifying
whether its form is fire, water, or air; as for what is inter-
mediate, he too, like Nicolaus of Damascus, refers it to
Diogenes of Apollonia.
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R6 (< A5) Simpl, In Phys., p. 25.8-9
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R6 (< A5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

[. . .] But Nicolaus reports that the element that he posits
is intermediate between fire and air.

R7 (cf. Ad) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

But since, according to most authors, Diogenes of Apol-
lonia, like Anaximenes, posited that the first element is air,
but Nicolaus, in his treatise On the Gods, reporis that
he maintained that the principle is what is intermediate
between fire and air, and Porphyry, the most erudite of
the philosophers, has followed Nicolaus, one must know
that [. . .] in his On Nature at least, which is the only book
of his that has reached me (cf. D1} [.. .] he proposes to
show by means of numerous arguments that in the prin-
ciple which he posits there exists “much intelligence [or:
cognitive activity, noésis]” [D3a}. Immediately after the
proem he writes this: [. . . = D3], When I read these first
assertions, I too thought that he was saying that the com-
mon substrate is something different from the four ele-
ments, since he says that these would not mix together or
be transformed into each other if one of them were the
principle and possessed its own nature, and if there were
not the same substrate for all bodies, from which they
were all differentiated. But right after he has shown that
there exists in this principle much intelligence ([. . , =
D5b]"), he adds that both humans and the other animals
also live and have their soul and intelligence from this
principle, which is air, speaking as follows: *[. . . = D9].”
Then a little later he adds clearly, 1. .. = D10].” And right
after this he shows hoth that the semen of animals is of the
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wrevpaTddés éore il vofoens YivorTos Tob dépos o
76 alpare 70 Shov odpa karaheuBdvovros Sid TGy
dreBidv, év ols kai dvaTouny dxpeBh TOV dheBdv
mapadidwow [cf, D27]. év 84 Tovrows cadds dalveras
Aéywr & bv dvlpwmor Méyovow dépa, TolTd doTw %
apx1. Bavpaorov 88 &ru kard érepolwaw v dr’ ad-
700 Aéywr 16 dhha yiverfas, aidiov Suws aird dmo
Mywv[.. . =D4], kai év dAhows [, . = D). radra uév
oty wepi Awoyévovs mpocioTopiofie.

Theophrastus (R8-R11)
His Book on Diogenes (R8)

R8 (11, p. 52.28) Diog. Laert. 5.43 [Catalog of the writings
of Theophrastus]
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nature of air and that cognitive acts (noéseis) occur when
air together with blood occupics the whole bady through
the vessels; in this section he also provides a detailed de-
seription of the vessels. In these passages he is seen to be
saying clearly that what humans call ‘air’ is the principle.
But it is surprising that, although he says that the other
things come to be from it by differentiation, he nonethe-
less asserts that it is immortal, saying, “[, . . = D4],” and
elsewhere, “T. . . = D6].” Let this then be what is addition-
ally reported about Diogenes.

Theophrastus (R8-R11)
His Book on Diogenes (RS)

R8 (II, p. 52.28) Diogenes Laertius [Catalog of the writ-
ings of Theophrastus] :

Collection of Diogenes” Opinions, one book

Diogenes” Lack of Coherence (R9)

R9 (< A5) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Physics

Diogenes of Apollonia [. . .], wrote for the most part in
a composite manner, sometimes following Anaxagoras,
other times Leucippus.
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Should Diogenes Be Connected with Theories of
the Similar? (R10)

R10 (< A19) Theophr. Sens. 39
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Should Diogenes Be Connected with Theories of
the Similar? (R10)

R10 (< A19) Theophrastus, On Sensations

Diogenes, just as he does in the case of life and thought,
connects the sensations too with air. That is why one might
think that he explains them by the action of what is similar,
for there would not even be acting or undergoing if all
things did not derive from only one principle [.. .].

Criticisms of Diogenes”
Doctrine of Cognition (R11)

RI11 (# DK) Theophrastus, On Sensations

[. . .]1[46] Diogenes, in wanting to connect everything with
afr, in many cases fails to persuade. For he makes neither
sensation nor thought something that belongs to animated
beings as their own, For perhaps air of a certain sort,
constitutive mixture, and proportion exists everywhere
and in all things; and if not, it is precisely this that needs
to be explained. Moreover, it [i.e. this air] might also be
found in the different sensations themselves, so that it
would be possible for hearing to discern the objects of
sight, and as we do by means of the sense of smell, some
other living being would discern these things by means of
a different sense, because it would possess the same con-
stitutive mixture; so that it would then also be able to
discern odors by means of the respiration in its chest; for
it is possible that sometimes this would be proportionate
to those. [47] Silly, too, is what he says about sight, viz, that
we see by means of the internal air. But he does refute in
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some way those people who have recourse to reflection,
even if he himself does not indicate the cause.

Then he goes on to explain sensation, pleasure, and
thought by respiration and the, mixture of blood. But many
animals are either bloodless or do not breathe at all. And
if respiration has to permeate throughout the whole body,
and this is due to certain parts (because of smallness), then
nothing would prevent, on this hypothesis, all the parts
from being endowed with both memory and thought.
Moreover, even if this happened, it would not be an ob-
stacle. For the mind is not located in all the parts, as for
example in the legs and feet, but in certain determinate
ones, by means of which those who have reached a suit-
able age remember and think, [48] It is also silly to say
that human beings are distinguished by the fact that they
breathe a purer one [scil. air], but not by their nature, as
animate beings [scil. are distinguished] from inanimate
ones. For it would be necessary that by simply changing
places one would be distinguished with regard to thought,
and that among humans those in lofty places would be
more intelligent, and of all creatures most of all birds; for
the nature of their flesh does not differ as much as the
purity of the air does, Moreover, [scil. it is silly to say] that
plants do not think because they do not contain any void,
while all of those beings in which there is some [scil. void]
do think.

And so Diogenes, as we said, in his eagerness to reduce
everything to the principle, often ends up going far astray
from plausible explanations.

77d kaimss., corr, Wimmer 8 dudppovearépovs Schneider:
E) s 3 I
éudavearépovs P: éudawearépovs F
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Another Peripatetic Criticism (R12)

R12 (> A25) Aristoph. Byz Epit. 1.78 (p. 23.14-15
Lambros)
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Diogenes Among the Epicureans (R13-RI14)
An Obvwious Beference to Diogenes in
@ Report on Epicurus (R13)

R13 (# DK) A&t. 2.20.14 {Stob.) [mepi oboias Hriov]
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A Criticism (R14)

R14 (A8) Cic. Nat. deor. 1.12.29

quid? adr, quo Diogenes Apolloniates utitur deo, quem

sensum habere potest aut quam formam dei?
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Another Peripatetic Griticism (R12)
R12 {> A25) Aristophanes of Byzantium, Epttome of Ar-
istotle’s History of Animals

Diogenes of Apollonia is mistaken when he says that em-
bryos are nourished by cup-shaped cavities located in the
uterus [cf. D32b]. For among the animals that possess
incisors on both jaws, no species possesses cup-shaped
cavities in the uterus, and man is one of these.

Diogenes Among the Epicureans (R13-14)
An Obvious Reference to Diogenes in
a Report on Epicurus (R13)
R13 (# DK) Aétius

Epicurus: it [i.e. the sun] is a concentration that, like a
pumice stone and a sponge, is inflamed in its openings by
the effect of fire.!

! The term “pumice stong’ is characteristic of Diogenes (cf.
D18, D19, D21); of. also ‘sponge’ at D40,

A Criticism (R14)

RI14 (A8) Cicero, On the Nature of the Gods

[Velleius:] And air, which Diogenes of Apollonis makes a
god, what sensation can it have, or what form of a god?
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Stoicizing Versions of Diogenes? (R15-R17)
R15 (< All, cf. 59 AG7) Astius

[. . .] the world inclined somehow on its own [, . .]—
perhaps by the working of providence, so that some parts
of the world would be uninhabited and others inhabited,
because of coldness, extreme heat, and a temperate cli-
mate.

R16 (< A10) Adtius

Diogenes and [. . .]: the whole is unlimited, but the world
is limited.

R17 (< AB) Astius
Diogenes, Cleanthes [. . .]: [scil. god is] the soul of the
world,!

1 This might perhaps refer to Diogenes the Stoic (but, as Diels
notes, Aétius never cites him).

Three Divergent Presentations of Diogenes
tn Christian Authors (R18-R20)

R18 (# DK) Clement of Alexandria, Protreptic

They [i.e. the philosophers] have accepted that the
principles are elements, glorifying [. . .] and Anaximenes
[. . .], whom Diogenes of Apollonia later followed, air. [ . .]
These men too are atheists, since, by a kind of unwise
wisdom, they adore matter [.-. .].
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R19 {AB) August. Civ. Dei 8.2

Diogenes quoque Anaximenis alter auditor agrem quidem
dixit rerum esse materiam, de qua omnia fierent; sed eum
esse compotem divinae rationis, sine qua nihil ex eo fleri
posset.

R20 (T7d Laks) Min, Fel. Octav. 19.5
Anaximenes deinceps et post Apollonjates Diogenes aéra

deum statuunt infinitam et immensum.

An Alchemical Utilization (R21)

R21 (# DK) Ps.-Olymp. Ars sacra 22
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R18 (A8) Augustine, City of God

Diogenes, Anaximenes’ vther disciple [scil. besides Anax-
agoras], also says that air is the matter of the things from
which everything comes; but he says that this is endowed
with divine reason, without which nothing could come
from it.

R20 (= DK) Minucius Felix, Octavius

Then Anaximenes, and later Diogenes of Apollonia, assert
that air is an unlimited and immense god.

An Alchemical Utilization (R21)
R21 (= DK) Ps.-Olympiodorus, On the Sucred Art

Diogenes [scil. says that the principle] is air, because it is
rich and fertile. For it generates birds. It too [scil. like
water, Thales” principle] is easy to shape. For to this too
you give the shape you wish. But it too is one and in mo-
tion, and it is not eternal.

207



29, EARLY GREEK
MEDICINE (MED.)

Philosophy and medicine, two disciplines that later came
to be distinguished clearly from one another, present nu-
merous points of contact throughout antiquity. There is no
firm line of demarcation between them during the period
presented in this volume: certain authors, such as Ale-
maeon, Hippo, and Diogenes of Apolionia, belong just as
much to the history of medicine as they do to the history
of philosophy; and more generally there are important
interferences between the two bodies of texts with regard
both to general principles and to particular problems.

In the present chapter we gather together a numl?er of
passages of the medical tradition that are useful for situat-
ing and explaining, by way of comparison, the doctrines of
the early Greek philosophers—and vice versa. Some of
these texts illustrate the process of the gradual differen-
tation between the two disciplines during this period and
the relations, sometimes strained, between the two groups
of practitioners; others show how certain Hippocratic
writers made explicit appeals to cosmological doctrines in
order to provide a foundation for their own properly med-
ical theories; still others provide examples of how some
medical authors developed their own original epistemo-
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logical and methodological principles, ones on which
Plato and Aristotle reflected as much as they did for ex-
ample on Empedocles or Democritus; a final group of
texts discuss certain aspects of human physiology that
were regularly studied by a number of philosophers,

Given the impossibility of attributing the texts involved
to a particular author or of dating them, except relatively,
without a large margin of error, these passages—which
nonetheless are all located within a span of time between
the last third of the fifth and the beginning of the fourth
centuries BC—must be used with caution, Furthermore,
this is only a selection, to which other passages could cer-
tainly be added. But there can be no doubt concerning the
general relevance and importance of these extracts in the
present context.

In this chapter, more than in the others, we have
adopted the texts presented by the editions of reference
without indicating the variations and corruptions of the
manuscript tradition {which are often quite numerous and
of limited interest from the point of view of the present
collection) nor even all the corrections made by the vari-
ous editors.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Editions

See the list of editions of reference of the various treatises
cited in this chapter. :
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T

Medicine and Natural Philosophy:
Demarcation and Competition (T1-T4)
No Systematic Distinction between Philosophy
and Medicine Before the 5th Century (T1)

T1 (> 68 B300.10) Cels. Medic. Prooem. 5-8

ergo etiam post eos, de quibus rettuli, nulli® clari viri
medicinam exercuerunt, donec maiore studio litterarum
disciplina agitari coepit [. . .]. primogque medendi scientia
sapientiae pars habebatur, ut et morborum curatio et
rerum naturae contemplatio sub isdem auctoribus nata sit.
[. . .] ideoque multos ex sapientiac professoribus peritos
eius fuisse accipimus, clarissimos vero ex his Pythagoran
et Enpedoclen et Democritum. huius autem, ut quidam
crediderunt, discipulus Hippocrates Cous, primus ex
ommnibus memoria dignus, a studio sapientiae disciplinam
hanc separavit, vir et arte et facundia insignis.

1 nulli: VF]IT: nomnulli 7 ]2
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T

Medicine and Natural Philosophy:
Demarcation and Competition {T1-T4)
No Systematic Distinction between Philosophy
and Medicine Before the 5th Century (T1)

T1 (> 68 B300.10) Celsus, On Medicine

Thus after the men about whom I have spoken [i.e. doc-
tors named by Homer], no famous men practiced medi-
cine until the study of letters began to be pursued with
greater zeal [. . .]. At first the science of medicine was
considered to be a part of wisdom, so that it was among
the same authors that the cure of diseases and the observa-
tion of natural phenomena first appeared. . . .] And so we -
hear ahout many teachers of wisdom who were experts
in this subject [i.e. medicine], but the most celebrated
among them were Pythagoras, Empedocles, and Democ-
ritus, It was Hippocrates of Cos, the disciple of the last-
named, as some have believed [cf. ATOM. P28], the first
of them all to be worthy of being remembered, a man
notable both for his science and for his eloquence, who
separated this discipline from the study of wisdom.
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Existence, Discovery, and Progress
of the Medical Discipline (T2-T4)

T2 (87 B1) Hipp. Art. 2
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Existence, Discovery, and Progress
of the Medical Discipline (12-T4)

T2 (87 B1) Hippocrates, On the Art

It seems to me that, on the whole, there is no art that
does not exist. For it is absurd to think that any of the
things that exist is not there; since, of those things that do
not exist, what kind of being could cne consider in or-
der to proclaim its existence? For if it is possible to sce
things that do not exist just as well as things that do exist,
I do not know how one could think that those things do
not exist, the ones that one could both see with one’s eyes
and know with one’s thought as existing, No, it surely can-
not be like this, but the things that exist are always seen
and known, while things that do not exist are neither seen
nor known. Hence it [i.e. the art of medicine] is something
known, given that the arts have already been taught, and
that there is not one [scil. art] that is not seen on the basis
of some form (eidos). And I myself think that they have
received their names because of their form. For it is ab-
surd to suppose that the forms blossom [scil. like plants,
blastanetn] from the names, and in fact also impossible.
For the names are institutions (nomothetémata) of nature,
while the forms are not institutions, but blossomings.!

! The transmitted text presupposes that nature manifests it-
self in two distinet ways, by producing either an institution or a
flowering. The editors often emend the text so as to obtain a
simple opposition between institution and nature,
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T3 (# DX) Hipp. Loc. Hom. 46
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T3 (# DK) Hippocrates, On Places in Man

Medicine seems to me to have heen discovered already as
a whole, as it is now, teaching in each instance hoth the
dispositions (&thea) and the appropriate times (kairot),
For whoever knows medicine in this way waits for luck
hardly at all, but both independently of luck and with the
help of luck he would be able to do good. For the whole
of medicine is well established, and it is manifest that the
finest technical resources (sophismata} contained within
it need luck hardly at all.

T4 (= DK) Hippocrates, Ancient Medicine

For in the beginning the art of medicine would not have
been discovered or sought after—for there would have
been no need of it—if it had been useful for sick people
to follow the same way of life and diet as what healthy
people do with regard to eating, drinking, and the rest of
their way of life, and if nothing better than this existed.
But in reality necessity itself made medicine sought after
and discovered by human beings, for it was not beneficial
for sick people to follow the same diet as healthy ones, just
as little as it is beneficial nowadays. And, to go back even
further, I myself think that the way of life and nourishment
used by healthy people nowadays would not have heen
discovered either, if it had heen sufficient for man to eat
and drink the sameé things as an ox, a horse, and all the
animals besides man, like for example what grows from
the earth: fruits, wood, and grass. For it is thanks to these
things that they [i.e. the animals] are nourished and grow
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and live free of pain, without having need of any other way
of life. And I myself think that, at least at the beginning,
man too made use of this kind of nourishment. Certainly, I
myself think that at the beginning humans too were nour-
ished in this way, and it seems to me that the present ways
of life were discovered and elaborated by art over the
course of a long period of time. For they used to suffer
many terrible things because of their rough and bestial
way of life, eating food that was uncooked, unmixed, and
extremely potent (just as would happen to them nowadays
too), and falling victim to severe pains, illnesses, and rapid
death. To be sure, it is likely that they suffered less then
because they had become inured to such conditions, but
nonotheless then too they must have suffered severely.
[. . .] It was by this need, T think, that they were impelled
to seek a nourishment fitting for their nature and to dis-
cover what we use nowadays.

Medicine Contrasted with Charlatanry (T5)

T5 (# DK) Hippocrates, On the Sacred Disease
a

[1.4] To me it seems that the first people who made this
disease [i.e. epilepsy] a sacred one were of the same sort
as the men who nowadays too are magi, purifiers, vaga-
bonds, and charlatans, all of them people who pretend
to be especially pious and to possess greater knowledge.
These people, alleging the divine as a pretext and put-
ting it forward so as to conceal their helplessness in not
possessing anything they could apply to be useful, consid-
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ered this disease to be sacred in order to avoid it being dis-
covered that they knew nothing, and, adding suitable ex-
planations, they established a course of treatment that
served the goal of their own safety [. . .]. [1.5] And all this
they assign to the divine as though they possessed greater
knowledge, and they speak of additional causes so that, if
the patient recovers, the reputation and the skill will be
theirs, whereas, if he dies, their defense will be assured
and they will have the excuse that it is not at all they who
are responsible, but the gods [. . .].

b

[1.8] [. . .] As for me, what they say seems to belong not to
piety, as they suppose, but rather toimpiety, and to suggest
that the gods do not exist; and their piety and notion of the
divine is impiety and sacrilege [. . .]. [1.9] For if they swear
that they know how to make the moon fall, to make the
sun disappear, to produce storm and sunshine, rain and
drought, and to make the sea unnavigable and the land
infertile, and everything else of this sort (whether they say
that this can come about from initiatic rites or from some
other knowledge or practice), to me at least those who
behave in this way seem to be impious and to suppose that
the gods do not exist and that they possess no strength,
and it seems that they would not refrain from the worst
extremities: they [ie. such men] act in this way because
they [i.e. the gods] are not an object of fear for them. For
if a human being, by using magical sacrifices, makes the
moon fall, makes the sun disappear, and produces storm

and sunshine, I myself for my part would not think that

311



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY VI

& i endt /] i by Eywy #re Beloy
yerpudvo ol ebdiny worjoe, ovk dv &ywy €r
voploawym Tovray eva ovdéy, GAN dulpdmwov, e 3
100 felov % Stvauws U dvfipdmov yrduns kpoTéira
ral Sedovhwrar. [1.10] iows 8¢ ody ofirws &xer Taire,
GAN' dvfpwror Biov Seduevor wohhd kel mavTola
rexvdvras kal wowiA\ovatw & e TGAa TdrTa Kai és
T volioov Tadry, éxdoTe €de Tob mdbfeos O T
alrigy wpoorlévres.[.. 1 [1.13] o0 wévroy Eywrye aEid
¥md Oeod dvfpdmov odpe paiverfar, T émknpira-
Tov O Tob dyvordrouw: dANG kijy Tvyxdry vd’ érépoy
pepaauévoy 7 7o memovbés, tard Tob feob rabatpe-
oBas dv adrd kal dyvileofar palhoy §) puaiverta,

Medicine Contrasted with Philosophy (T6-T7)

T6 (> 30 A6) Hipp. Nat. hom. 1

doris pév oby elwfer drover heyvrov dudl ths ¢i-
otos The dvlpurivms mpocwTépw f Goov avTis €
iy dixer, TolTe pév ovk émrideos 88e & Aé-
yos dkovewr ofire yap 16 wdpmar Hépe Méyw Tov G-
Bpwmov evar, obire wip, ofire Tdwp, olire yijv, otre
d\ho obdér § 7 davepdy éomw éveov & T dv-
Bpdme dANG Tolow Bovhopévowr Taiira MNyew map-
tnue. Soxéovar pévrow pou odk Spbds yweokew ol
radre. Néyovres: yvduy ey yop T obTf wdvres
xpéwvras, Myovoy 8¢ ob Tadrd: GANG Ths pév YraUns
Tov émthoyor Tov adrdv woréovTar—dact Te yap év Te

312

EARLY GREEK MEDICINE

any of these actions was divine, but human, since the
power of the divine was being dominated and enslaved by
a human’s thought. [1.10] But perhaps this is not how
things are, but certain people, lacking a livelihoad, invent
and elaborate many contrivances of all kinds, with regard
to everything else and also to this disease, assigning the
cause for each kind of suffering to a god. [. . .] [1.13] But
I myself do not think that a niman body, the most corrupt
thing of all, can be defiled by a god, the most pure thing
of all—on the contrary, if it happened to have been defiled
by something else or to have suffered damage from it, then
it would be restored to integrity and purity by the god
much more than it would be defiled by hirn.

Medicine Contrasted with Philosophy (T6-T7)

T6 (30 A6) Hippocrates, On the Nature of Man

For anyone who is accustomed to hear people whose dis-
courses regarding the nature of man go beyond as much
of it as pertains to the domain of medicine, to listen to the
present discourse is of no utility. For T do not state at all
that man is air, fire, water, earth, or anything else that is
not visibly present in man—I leave those who wish to
make these discourses to do so. But it seems to me that
those people who make these discourses do not possess
correct knowledge. For while they all share the same con-
ception, they do not say the same things: for regarding the
conception, their reflection is the same (for they say that
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what is, whatever the thing is that is, is one, and that this is
the one and the whole), they do not agree with regard to
the words. For one of them speaks asserting that this one
and whole is air [ANAXIMEN. D1; DIOG. D7-D8],
another fire [HER. D86; of. R45], another water [THAL.
D3-D4], another earth [XEN. D25-D27], and each one
alleges in support of his own thesis evidence and proofs
that are worth nothing. But if they share the same concep-
tion but do not say the same thing, it is clear that they do
not know anything. The best way to know this consists in
being present when they argue against each other: for
when the same men argue against one another before the
same listeners, the same man never wins in the discussion
three times in a row, but one time this man wins, another
time that one, another time someone whose tongue hap-
pens to flow most fluently toward the crowd, And yet it
would be right for someone who says he has correct
knowledge about the matters in question to always ensure
the victory of his own discourse, if he really knows what is
and delivers correct statements. But to me it seems that
these men themselves, in their stupidity, overthrow them-
selves in the terms of their own arguments, and that they
confirm the argument of Melissus [MEL. R1],

T7 (> 31 A71) Hippocrates, Ancient Medicine
a

[1.1] All those people who have tried to speak or write
about medicine by giving themselves as the postulate
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(hupothesis) for their discourse the hot or the cold, or the
moist or the dry, or whatever else they wish—summarily
reducing the principle of what is the cause of diseases and
death in human beings and postulating the same one or
two [scil, causes] for all—they are manifestly mistaken in
what they say on many points; but what makes them most
blameworthy is that they do this with regard to an art that
exists, to which all people have recourse in the most im-
portant situations and in which they honor most of all the
good craftsmen and practitioners. [. . .] [1.3] And that is
why I myself have thought that it [i.e. this art] does not
need a new postulate, as in the case of things that are invis-
ible and cause perplexity, for which it is necessary, if one
tries to say something, to have recourse to a postulate, as
for example in the case of heavenly or subterranean phe-
nomena. For if one spoke about these matters and knew
how they are, neither the speaker nor his listeners would
know clearly whether [scil. what he was saying was] true
or not [cf. XEN, D49)]. For there is nothing to refer to in
order to know with certainty. [2.1] But medicine has pos-
sessed all [scil. it needs] for a long time, a principle has
been discovered and also a method, thanks to which many
fine discoveries have been made over the course of a long
time, and the remaining ones will be discovered if some-
one who is proficient and knows what has already been
discovered uses these as a starting point for his own re-
search.

b

[20] [. . .] Certain doctors and sophists [or: experts]
{sophistai) say that it is impossible for anyone to know
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medicine who does not know what a2 human beingis[...].
But what they are talking about belongs to philosophy, like
Empedocles or others who have written about nature:
what a human being is from the beginning, how he first
appeared and out of what things he is constituted. But as
for me, I think that whatever has been said or written by
some sophist [or: expert] (sophistés} or doctor about na-
ture belongs less to the art of medicine than to that of
painting [or: writing], and I think that there is no other
source than medicine for having some clear knowledge
about nature [= EMP. R6].

Cosmophysiological Models (TS-T12)
A Pluralist Vision (T8)

T8 (# DK) Hippocrates, On the Nature of Man

[. . .] Of necessity then, since the nature of all the other
things and also of the human being is like this [scil. not a
single thing but a composite of warm, cold, moist, and
dry], the human being is not one, but each of the constit-
uents that contributes to generation possesses in the body
the powers that constitute its contribution. And again, of
necessity each one returns to its own nature when the hu-
man body dies, the moist to the moist and the dry to the
dry, the warm to the warm and the cold to the cold. The
nature of the animals is like this too, as is that of all other
things. All things come to be in the same way and all things
end in the same way. For their nature is composed out of
all the things I mentioned earlier, and each thing ends in
accordance with what I have said: what each thing has
been composed of, it is into that that it also returns.
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An Eclectic Synthesis (T9)

T9 (cf. 22 C1) Hipp. Vict.
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An Eclectic Synthesis (T9)
T9 (cf. 22 C1) Hippocrates, On Regimen

[Epistemological considerations]

[2] 1 say that whoever intends to write a treatise correctly
about human regimen must first of all know and discern
the nature of the human being as a whole: he must know
what it is constituted from at the beginning, and discern
by what parts it is controlled. For if he does not know its
constitution from the beginning, he will not be capable of
knowing the effects that they [i.e. the primary constitu-
ents] produce. And if he does not recognize what exercises
control in the body, he will not be competent to prescribe
what is beneficial for a person. So it is necessary that the
author of a treatise know these things, and then the power,
both the one that derives from their nature and the one
from necessity together with human art, of all the foods
and drinks that make up our regimen.

[The primary constituents: fire and water]
[3] Now all animals, including the human being, are com-
posed of two things, different by their power but collabo-
rating in their finction: fire and water. [. . .] Each of them
then possesses the following powers: fire can always move
every thing, while water can always nourish every thing,
But each one dominates and is dominated in turn to the
greatest or least extent possible. For neither one is capable
of dominating completely for the following reason: when
fire arrives at the limit of water, it lacks nourishment, and
s0 it turns back to where it will be able to be nourished;
while when water arrives at the limit of fire, it lacks move-
ment, and so it stops at this point. But when it stops, it no
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longer dominates anything, but is already completely used
up by the fire that attacks it in order to nourish itself [. . .].
[4] The qualities that belong to each of these two are the
following: to fire, the hot and the dry; to water, the cold
and the moist. And each cne receives from the other: in
the case of fire, the moist coming from water (for there is
moisture in fire); and in the case of water, the dry coming
from fire (for there is dryness in water) [ef. ANAXAG.
D271. '

[The process of separation]
Since these things are like this, they separate from one
another in many forms of all kinds, both of seeds and
of animals, which are not at all similar to one another
either in thelr appearance or in their power [cf. ANAXAG.
D12]. For since they never remain the same but are al-
ways changing to this or to that, the things that separate
from them are of necessity dissimilar too. Of the totality
of things, then, nothing is destroyed, and nothing comes
into being out of what did not exist previously [cf. AN-
AXAG, D15]. Things change by mixing and separating.
People think that one thing grows and comes to be out of
Hades into the light, and that another decreases and is
destroyed, leaving the light for Hades: for they trust their
eyes more than their thought, even though these are not
competent to make a judgment even about what is seen.
But as for me, T explain these matters by means of thought,
For living things are so both down there and here [cf.
HER. D70]. And it is not possible, if something is alive,
that it die, unless together with everything else: for to what
would it die? Nor can what is not come into being: for from
what would come its being? But all things, at least all of
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those capable of doing so, increase and decrease to the
greatest and least degree [cf. ANAXAG. D9]. Whenever
I say that something comes to be or is destroyed, I use this
expression for the sake of the majority of people, but what
I shall show is that they mix or separate [cf. EMP, D53].

[A Heraclitizing perspective]

This is how it is: to come to be and to be destroyed are the
same thing; to be mixed and to separate are the same
thing; to increase and to decrease are the same thing; to
come to be, to mix, the same thing; to be destroyed, to
separate, the same thing—each thing in relation to all and
all in relation to each one, the same thing; and none of all
of them, the same thing [cf. e.5. HER. D47-D51]. For
in the case of these things, convention {nomos) is the op-
posite of nature (phusis).

[5] All things, both divine and human, go upward and
downward, exchanging their places: day and night, toward
the largest and the smallest; just as the moon goes toward
the largest and the smallest, the arrival of fre and of water,
s0 too the sun goes for the longest and the shortest time,
all things are the same and not the same: light for Zeus,
darkness for Hades, light for Hades, darkness for Zeus,
those things come here, and these things go there, every
season, in every place those things doing the work of these
ones, and these ones in turn doing the work of those. And
what they do they do not know, but what they do not do
they think that they know; and what they see they do not
understand, but nonetheless everything happens for them
through divine necessity, both what they want and what

they do not want, [.. .] [cf. e.g. HER. D47-D62, D1-2,
D63]
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[The human being] .

[6] All things are arranged in an orderly fashion, man’s soul
t00, and his body like the soul. Into man penetrate parts
of parts, wholes of wholes, possessing a mixture of fire and
of water, some going to receive, others to give. And the
ones that receive make smaller; those that give, bigger.
Men saw a log: one pulls, the other pushes; but they do
the same thing, and doing less they do more. The nature
of the human being is like this: this pushes, that pulls; this
gives, and that takes; and it gives to this and it takes from
that, and it gives to one this much more and it takes from
that this much less. [, . .]

[7] T shall not speak about the other animals, but I shall
demonstrate how it is in the human being, For into the
human penetrates a soul containing a mixture of fire and
of water, a portion of a human body. These [i.e. the con-
stituents of this mixture], both female and male, many and
of all kinds, are nourished and increased by the human’s
way of life. It is necessary that the parts that enter contain
everything: for something of which there was not present
from the beginning a portion within would not increase,
whether the nourishment that supervened were much or
little, for it contains nothing that could be increased [cf,
ANAXAG. D21]. But if each thing possesses all, it is in-
creased at its own place when nourishment supervenes
coming from a dry water and a moist fire, some things
being forced to penetrate inside, others to depart outside.
Just as carpenters saw a log, and the one pulls while the
other pushes, although they are doing the same thing:
while they are pressing down, the one moves upward, for

3 mpilovar 6 rpumdow OM: mplovow Disls
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otherwise it [scil. the saw] would refuse to go downward
at the wrong <moment>; and if it is forced to do so, then
it will fail completely. A human being’s nourishment is
something similar: one thing pulls, the other pushes; what
is forced in slips out; but if it is imposed by force at the
wrong moment, it will founder completely.

(8][...] And when they [i.e. the constituents] change their
place, if they happen to find a correct harmony, one con-
taining three concords, the fourth, the fifth, and the octave
[cf. PHILOL. D14], then they live and increase by the
same things as previously, But if they do not happen to find
the harmony, so that the low-pitched ones are not concor-
dant with the high-pitched ones in the first concord, the
second one, or the octave, then the whole tuning is futile
because of the absence of a single element, for it could not
serve as accompaniment, but they change from the greater
to the lesser before their allotted portion, And that is why
they do not know what they are doing.

[Fire has fashioned the body on
the model of the universe]
[10] To state it in a word, fire ordered all the things in the
body in the same way by itself: an imitation of the whole,
small things in relation to large ones and large ones in
relation to small ones: the largost is the [scil. abdominal]
cavity, a reservoir of dry and moist water, to give to all and
to receive from all—the power of the sea, the nourishment
of animals that are useful and the destruction of those that
are not; and around this, an assembly of cold and moist
water, a passage of cold and hot breath, an imitation of the
earth, which changes everything that falls onto it. Using
up this, increasing that, it made the rarefied water and
aerial fire scatter, the invisible and the visible, separation
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of the assembly in which each thing arrives to become
visible in conformity with its allotted portion. Within this
the fire produced three circular trajectories, limiting with
regard to one another both inside and outside: some to-
ward the cavities filled with moisture—the power of the
moon—, others toward the outer circuit, toward the solid
envelope—the power of the heavenly bodies; and those in
the middle, limiting both inside and outside <—the power
of the sun>, The hottest and strongest fire, which domi-
nates all things, which directs all things in conformity with
nature, unattainable by sight or by touch, in this reside the
soul, the mind, thought, growth, decrease, motion, change
of place, sleep, waking. It is this that governs everything
always, the things here and the things there, and it is never
at rest.

[11][. . .] For all things are similar, even though they are
disstmilar; and all things converge, even though they di-
verge; they converse, they do not converse; they possess
thought, they do not think; the manner of each is opposed,
yet agreeing [cf. e.g HER. D49]. For custom {(nomos)
and nature (phusis), by which we do everything, are not in
accord with one another, even though they are in accord:
for human beings instituted custom for themselves with-
out knowing the matters regarding which they were inst-
tuting it, whereas it is the gods who put in order the nature
of all things. So what humans have established never stays
the same, whether it was established correctly or not cor-
rectly; but everything that the gods have established is
always correct—so great is the difference between what is
correct and what is not correct.

6 §oa 8¢ Peor Diels: dxéoa Peoi M: oa 8¢ doos
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The Power of Breath (T10)

T10 (> 64 C2) Hipp. Flat. 34
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The Power of Breath (T10)

T10 (> 64 C2) Hippocrates, On Breaths

[3.1] Bodies, both those of the other animals and those of
humans, are nourished by three kinds of nourishment.
The names of those nourishments are the following: food,
drink, and breath (pneuma), The breath inside bodies is
called “air flow” (phusa), the one outside bodies ‘air’ (aér).
[2] This latter has the strongest power of all things in
all things; and it is worth considering its power. A wind
(anetnos) is a flow and flux of air. So when a large quantity
of air produces a strong flow, trees are torn up by their
roots by the violence of the breath, the sea swells with
waves, cargo ships of vast magnitude are hurled about. So
this is the kind of power it has in these cases. [3] And yet
it is invisible to the eye—but visible to reason. For what
could possibly exist without this? From what is it absent?
What thing does it is not accompany? For the whole space
between the earth and the sky is full of breath (preuma).
This is the cause of winter and of summer, becoming
dense and cold in the winter, gentle and serene in the
summer. Furthermore, the course of the sun, the moon,
and the heavenly bodies is due to breath (pneuma). For
breath is the nourishment of fire, and fire, deprived of air,
would not be able to live. Hence it is air, being eternal and
subtle, that makes the life of the sun eternal, Moreover, it
is evident that the sea too has a share in moving breath:

1 ve Jouanna: Te A, om. M
2 Biov A: 8pduor M: Siov kol Spéuov coni. Jouanna
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for the animals that swim would not be able to live at all
if they did not have a share in breath. But how could they
have a share in any other way than by drawing in the air
through the water and out of the water? Moreover, the
earth is a foundation for this, and this is the vehicle of the
earth, and nothing is empty of this. [4] So it has now been
stated that air is strong in the universe; but it is also the
cause of life for mortals, and of sicknesses for those who
are sick [of, DIOG. D8],

A Cosmophysiology Founded
on the Principle of Heat (T11)

T11 (> 64 C3} Hippocrates, Fleshes

[1] For my part, it is to conceptions commonly held, both
by my predecessors and by myself, that I have recourse
before undertaking the present discourse. For it is neces-
sary, since I wish to compose this discourse about the art
of medicine, that I set as a basis for my own conceptions
a principle that is shared in common. I need say nothing
about celestial phenomena except insofar as I shall indi-
cate their relevance to humans and the other animals—
how they are born by nature and came to exist, what the
soul is, what it is to be healthy, what it is to be sick, what
is bad and good in the human, and whence it comes that
he dies. And now I myself shall declare my own concep-
tions.

476 edd.
5 ¢rds> Ermerins
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[2] It seems to me that what we call heat is immortal and
that it thinks everything, sees, hears, and knows every-
thing, both what is and what will be. Of this, when all
things were in agitation, the greatest part escaped to the
most distant rotation; and it is this that the ancients seem
to me to have named ‘acther” Its second, lower part is
called ‘earth'—something cold, dry, and subject to numer-
ous motions; and there is much heat Ppresent in this too.
The third part is the air that is located closest to the earth,
and this is the most moist and dense thing,

[3] While these things were rotating, at the time when they
were in agitation, much of the heat remained here <and
there> in the earth, in some Places a Iot, in others less, in
others very little but in number very many. And then,
in the course of time, as the earth dried out because of
the heat, these remainders produced around themselves
putrefactions, like cloaks. And if the matter that came
from the putrefaction of the earth happened to be fat
and to possess the least amount of moisture, when it was
heated for a long time it was quickly burned up and be-
came bones, But whatever happened to be more glutinous
and had a share of cold could not be completely burned
up or become dry when it was heated: for it had no fat that
could be burned up nor any moisture that, being burned
up, could become dry. That is why it took on a form dif-
ferent from the rest, and became sinews and vessels. The

47oAv kwebueror Deichgriber
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T12 (< 22 C2) Hipp. Nutrim.
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vessels are hollow, the sinews are solid; for there was not
much cold in the latter; but the vessels had much cold, and
of this cold the external part, which was most glutinous,
was completely baked by the heat and became membrane
while the internal cold, overcome by the heat, was dis-
solved and became liquid for this reason. [.. ]t This is
how things are in these matters: cold condenses; heat dif-
fuses and, at the end of a long period of time, dries out;
where some fat is associated with these, it [scil. heat] burns
and dries it out quickly; but where something glutinous is
associated with cold but without fat, it tends not to be
burned up, but if it is heated, with time it becomes con-
densed.

1 The author goes on to use the same principles to explain the
formation of the traches, the viscera, and the bladder,

Cf. T9[10-11]

A Resolutely Heraclitizing Doctor (T12)1

! The language of these passages is staunchly Heraclitean, but
we have only indicated the more evident parallels with the pre-
served fragments of Heraclitus.

TI2 (¢ 22 C2) Hippocrates, On Nutriment

a
(1] Nutriment and form of nutriment, one and many: one
inasmuch as it is one kind, but its form [scil. varies] as a

function of moisture and dryness. And in these too there
exist forms, how much, for what, and for how many.
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b

[2] It increases, strengthens, develops the flosh, makes
similar and dissimilar what is found in each one according
to the nature of each one and'its original power.

]

[9] The beginning of all things is one, the end of all things
is one, and the end and the beginning are the same [cf.
HER. D34].

d

[13] Of power, the natures are various.

e

[14] Humors: destructive totally and in part, from outside
and from inside, spontaneous and not spontaneous, spon-
taneous for us but not spontaneous as far as their cause.
Ofthe cause, certain aspects are clear and certain ones are
unclear; and certain things are possible and certain ones
are impossible,

f
[15] Nature suffices in all things for all.

g

[17][...] All these things are one nature and not one; all
these things are many natures and one,
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h

(23] Conjoined flowing, one; conjoined breathing, one;
conjoined affections, all things. With regard to the totality,
all things; but with regard to the part, the parts in each of
the parts with regard to their function.

i
[24] A great starting point arrives at the farthest part; from

the farthest part it arrives at the great starting point. A
sitigle nature, to be and not to be.

J

[32] The power is one and not one, by which all these
things and those that are different are governed, the one
for the life of the whole and the part, the other for the
perception of the whole and the part.

k

[40] [. . .] what is harmonious is dissonant, what is disso-
nant is harmonious [cf. HER, D47] [, . .].

1
[45] The way upward and downward: one [cf. HER. D51].
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Questions of Method (T13-T22;
Invisible/Visible (T1 3-T14)

T13 (> 68 B11) Hippocrates, On the Art

None of those [scil. internal cavities] that I have spoken of
can be known by anyone with his eyes; that is the reason
why I call them ‘invisible’ (adélu) and why they are judged
to exist by the art. But it is not that they are masters be-
cause they are invisible, but instead they have been mas-
tered as far as possible; and this is possible insofar as the
patients’” nature lends itself to examination and as the in-
vestigators’ possesses a natural disposition for investiga-
tien. For it requires greater effort and not less time to
recognize them than if they were seen with the eyes: for
whatever escapes the sight of the eyes is mastered by the
sight of thought. And what patients suffer from the obser-
vation’s not being rapid is the fault not of those who are
treating them, but of the patient’s nature and the disease’s,

TI14 (< 22 C1) Hippocrates, On BRegimen

[11] People do not understand how to examine invisible
things (aphanea) on the basis of visible ones. For although
they are using arts that are similar to human nature, they
do not know this. For the mind of the gods taught them
to imitate their own activities by knowing what they do,
but not by knowing what they imitate. [, . .] [12] But I
shall show that the manifest arts are similar to human af-
fections, both manifest ones and not manifest ones. Divi-
nation is like this: for it knows things that are not mani-
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fest by means of ones that are manifest, and things that
are manifest by means of ones that are not manifest, and
things of the future by means of ones of the present, and
things that are living by means of ones that are dead; and
they [i.e. the diviners] understand by means of what is
not understood—he who knows, always correctly; he who
does not know, sometimes correctly, sometimes not. All
this imitates a human being’s nature and life. A man has
intercourse with a woman and makes a child; by means of
what is manifest, he knows what is invisible: that it will be
like this, A human being’s thought, not manifest, know-
ing manifest things, passes from the child to the man; by
means of the present, it knows the future [. . .].

Diagnosis: The Search for the Cause (T15-T17)

T15 {# DK) Hippocrates, On Breaths

One of the questions of this sort [scil. particularly difficult
ones] is this: what is the cause of diseases, and what is the
origin and source of the ills in the body? For if someone
knew the cause of a disease, he would be able to adminis-
ter to the body what is beneficial to it by opposing the
disease on the basis of the contraries. For this is the med-
icine that is most in accord with nature, '

T16 (# DK) Hippocrates, On the Art

[.. .]it is not possible either, for anyone who recovers his
health without a doctor, to assign the cause by a correct
reasoning to spontaneity. For the spontaneous, if it is ex-
amined closely, reveals itself to be nothing; for everything
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that happens is found to happen because of some thing
(dia ti), and, with this cause, the spontaneous reveals itself
not to possess any reality and to be merely a name. But
medicine, with its causes and prognoses, reveals itself, and
always will reveal itself, to possess reality,

T17 (# DK) Hippocrates, Ancient Medicine

It is surely necessary to consider that the causes of each
phenomenon are those factors whose presence necessarily
produces a condition of this sort {scil. a flux of the throat],
whereas it ceases when. they change so as to create a dif-
ferent mixture. So all the conditions that are produced by
pure heat or cold and have no share in any other power
will cease in this way, when a change occurs from hot to
cold and from cold to hot.

The Natural Origin of Diseases (T18)
TI8 (= DK) Hippocrates, On the Sacred Disease

a

Regarding the so-called ‘sacred’ disease [cf. T5], this is
how it is: it does not seem to me to be at all more divine
than other diseases nor more sacred, but just as the other
diseases have a nature from which they arise, so too this
disease has a nature and a cause (prophasis). But people
thought that it is something divine on account of their
inexperience and their astonishment at the fact that it does
not at all resemble the other ones.
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It seems to me that this disease is not in any regard more
divine than the others, but just as the other diseases have
a nature from which each one arises, this one has a nature
and a cause, and it is divine for the same reason as all the
others, and it can be treated not less than the others, un-
less it has acquired such force by the passage of much time
that it is already stronger than the remedies that are ap-
plied to it. But it has its origin, ke the other diseases, from
within the family.

[

This disease, which is called ‘sacred,’ comes from the same
causes as all the other ones come from, viz. what pene-
trates in and what goes ont [scil. from the body], the cold,
the sun, and the winds that change and are never at rest.
These things are divine, so that we should not separate off
this disease and consider it to be more divine than the
other ones: instead, all of them are divine and all of them
are human, Each one has a nature and a power of its own,
and none is without a way of escape or a means of salva-
tion.
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The Multiplicity of Relevant Factors (T19-T22)

T19 (= DK) Hippocrates, On the Nature of Man

Among doctors, some say that a human is blood, others say
that a human is bile, and some say phlegm. These too [scil.
like the natural philosophers; cf. T6] all draw the same
eonclusion. For they say that he is one thing, whatever
name each of them wants to give it, and that this thing
undergoes a change in form and power when it is con-
strained by the hot and cold, and that it becomes sweet
and bitter, white and black, and of all sorts. But it does not
seem to me that this is how things are in any case. Well,
most of them make assertions of this kind or very similar
to these. But I myself say that if a human were one he
would never suffer, for there would never he anything
because of which he could suffer, being one; and even if
he did suffer, the remedy too would necessarily have to be
one. But as it is there are many of them: for there exist
many things in the body which generate diseases when
against nature they are heated and cooled by each other,
and are dried and moistened: so that there exist many
forms of diseases, and many ways of treating them,

T20 (# DK) Hippocrates, Ancient Medicine

I myself cannot understand: in what way do those people
[ . .] who lead our art away from this method [scil. that of
ancient medicine; cf. T7] toward a postulate (hupothests)
treat men in conformity with what they postulate? For I
do not think that they have discovered something that is
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hot in itself or cold, or dry or moist, without participating
in any other form. But I myself think that they have avail-
able the same food and drinks as the ones we all use; but
they add that this one is hot, that other one cold, that other
one dry, that other one wet, since it would be impossible
to prescribe to a patient that he consume something hot—
for at once he will ask, “What?” So that either they must
be speaking nonsense or else they must have recourse to
one of these substances that are known,

T21 (= DK} Hippocrates, On Places in Man

[1] The reason why it is not possible to learn medicine
quickly is that it is impossible for it to produce an estah-
lished routine {sophisma), as someone who is learning how
to write in the one way that they have for teaching it knows
everything [scil. one must know]; and all those who know
(scil. doit] in the same way for the reason that what is done
in the same way now and at another time would not be-
come the opposite, but it is always consistently similar and
does not depend upon the particular circumstance {kai-
705}, [2] But medicine does not proceed in the same way
at present and afterward, and it does things that are op-
posite with regard to the same person, and the same things
that are opposite to themselves.

T22 (= DK) Hippocrates, Epidemics

As for the circumstances concerning diseases from which
we establish a diagnosis, we derive our knowledge from
the following sources: from the nature that is in common
to all people and the individual nature of each person,
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T23 (> 24 All, 64 C3a) Hipp. Morb. sacr. 3, 14, 16-17
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orov. [. . .] ) ) )

[14.1-4, c. 17 Jones] eidévar 8¢ xpm Tovs ava’cmrovg/on
éE obdevds fulv kal Mdoval yivovtar kel ev¢eoo-lwm
kai yéhwres kai wodwod 7 évredfen, dfler xal )\m)mf.
kai dvios wol Svodpoaive xal khavfuol. kal Tovrg
dpovéoper pdhiora kal volouer rkai BAémouer kul
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from the disease, from the patient, from the prescrip-
tions, from the prescriber-for an easier or more difficult
[course of illness] depends upon that —, from the general
and particular condition of the celestial phenomena and
of each country, from the custom, from the way of life,
from the activities, from the age of each one, in terms of
discourses, personalities, silence, thoughts, sleep, lack of
sleep, dreams (of what sort and when), plucking, scratch-
ing, weeping, from paroxysms, defecations, urines, sputa,
regurgitations, and all the sequences of diseases (from
which [scil. phases] to which ones) and the deviations to-
ward fatal conditions and crises, sweat, shivering, cold,
cough, sneezes, hiccups, kinds of breaths, eructations,
flatulence (silent, noisy), hemorrhages, hemorrhoids. The
examination must be performed on the basis of these phe-
nomena and of everything that occurs because of them.

Human Physiology (T23-T31)
The Brain (T3}

T23 (>24 All,64 C3a) Hippocrates, On the Sacred Dis-
ease

[3.1] The cause of this affection [i.e. the ‘sacred’ discase,
cf. T'5, T18], as of the other diseases that are most severe,
is the brain. [. . ] [ef. ALCM, D19]

(14.1—4] People ought to know that it is from no other part
[scil. than from the brain] that our pleasures, joys, laugh-
ter, and amusements come, and our distress, pains, sorrow,
and weeping, And it is by this that we think most of all,
reflect, see, hear, distinguish the ugly from the beautiful,
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the bad from the good, and the pleasant from the unpleas-
ant, when we discriminate the ones in terms of our cus-
tom, perceive others in terms of their utility, and some-
times discern pleasures and. displeasures in terms of the
circumstances; and the same things are not pleasing to us,
And it is by the same [scil. organ] that we go mad and
become delirious, that terrors and fears seize us, some at
night, some during the day, as well as dreams and som-
nambulism, pointless anxieties, failure to recognize ob-
jects that are present, and uncharacteristic behavior. And
all these sufferings have their origin in the brain when it
is not healthy but has become either warmer or colder or
moister or dryer than its nature, or has mdergone some
other affection contrary to its nature to which it was not
accustomed, [, , ]
[16-17] It is for these reasons that T think that the brain is
that part in a human being that possesses the greatest
power. For when it is healthy, it is this that is the inter.
preter for us of what comes from the air Now, air supplies
it with thought; by contrast, the eyes, ears, tongue, hands,
and feet merely perform what the brain conceives. For
there exists everywhere in the body tthoughtt to the de-
gree that it has a share in air! But with regard to under-
standing, the brain is the messenger. For when a human
draws breath into himself, the air reaches his brain first,
and in this way the air is diffused throughout the rest of

! Jouanna suggests that “motion” should be read instead of
“thought.”
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the body, after having left behind in the brain the best part
of itself, L.e. what thinks and possesses intelligence. For if
the air reached the body first and the brain afterward, it
would be after having left behind discernment in the flesh
and vessels that it would arrive at the brain, in a hot and
impure condition, mixed with the moisture coming from
both the flesh and the blood, so that it wonld no longer be
precise. That is why I say that the brain is the interpreter
of understanding. [. . .] So just as the brain is the first of
all the things in the body to perceive the thought that
comes from the air, so too if some powerful change ocours
in the air by the effect of the seasons and this becomes
different from itsclf, the brain is the first thing to perceive
this. That is why I say that the diseases that are the most
acute, the most severe, the most deadly, and the most dif-

ficult to judge for the inexperienced are the ones that
befall it.

The Vessels (124)

T24 (= DK) Hippocrates, On the Nature of Man

The largest vessels are arranged by nature in the following
way. There are four pairs in the body: the first pair from
the back of the head, through the neck [. . .] arrives at the
feet. [. . .] The second vessels from the head, along the
ears, through the neck[. . .] to the testicles and thighs[...]
to the feet. [. . .] The third vessels from the temples [. . .]
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then converge toward the Iung [. . .Jand the one [. . .] ar-
rives at the spleen and kidney, the other [. . ] at the liver
and kidney; both of them end at the anus. The fourth from
the front of the head and the gyes, under the neck and the
collarbones, then [. . .] to the fingers, then from the fingers
back [. . .] up to the armpits; and [. . .] the one arrives at
the spleen, the other at the liver; then [, . .] they both end
at the genital organ [cf. DIOG, D27].

Reproduction (T25-T31)
An Argument Against Monism in General (T25)
T25 (= DK) Hippocrates, On the Nature of Man

First of all, therefore, it is necessary that birth not occur
from only one thing: for how could something that is only

- one engender something without mixing with something?

And then, even if, without being akin, things mix together
that have the same power (dunamis), they cannot engen-
der and could not be united in one.! Again, if the hot and
the cold, the dry and the moist are not in a relation that
is proportionate and equal o each other, but rather the
one is much greater than the other and the stronger than
the weaker, then birth will not oceur. So how is it plausible
that something be engendered from only one thing, when
nothing is born even from a plurality of things when they
do not happen to be in a condition to mix properly with
cach other?

1 This sentence has been considered obscure since Galen, and
the text is suspect.
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The Doctrine Called ‘Pangenesis’ (T26-T27)

T26 (= DK) Hipp. Genit.
a
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The Doctrine Called ‘Pangenesis’ (T26-T27)
T26 (# DK) Hippocrates, On Generation
a

Law dominates all things; but as for the sperm of a man,
it proceeds from all the moisture that exists in the body,
the strongest part of it having separated out. There is evi-
dence for the fact that it is the strongest part that separates
out: after we have had sexual intercourse, even though
what we have ejaculated is so little, we become weak,

b

The greatest part [scil. of the sperm] proceeds from the
head along the ears into the spinal marrow.

T27 (= DK} Hippocrates, Airs, Waters, Places

. . .] For the sperm comes from the whole body, what is
healthy from the healthy places, what is sick from the sick

ones,

The Development of the Embryo (T28-T29)

T28 (# DK) Hippocrates, Fleshes

The fetus in the womb, applying its lips, sucks and draws
from its mother’s uterus nourishment and breath (pneuma)
to its heart inside. For it is this [i.e. its heart, or perhaps:
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the air] that is what is hottest in the fotus when the mother
breathes in; and it is the heat that provides motion to it, as
well as to the rest of the body and all other things.

T29 (# DK) Hippocrates, Nature of the Child
a

The flesh, growing under the effect of breath {pneuma),
becomes articulated, and within it what is similar goes to
what is similar, the dense to the dense, the rarefied to the
rarefied, the moist to the moist; and each thing goes to its
proper place in accordance with what is akin to it from
which it arose, and everything that comes from dense
things is dense, and everything that comes from moist
things is moist . , ,].1

1 There follows a detailed enumeration of the articulation of
the parts: bones, head, arms, legs, muscles, nose, ears, eyes, vis-
cera.

b

And a fetus has already been formed and has arrived at
this point, the female in forty-two days at most, the male
in thirty days at most.

C

For I assert that everything that grows (phuomena) in the
earth lives from the moisture (ikmas) that comes from the
earth, and that the condition of what grows depends on
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that of the moisture that the earth contains within itself,
In the same way, the fetus too lives from the mother in her
uterus, and the condition of the fetus’ health depends on
the mother’s, And if someone wishes to reflect from begin-
ning to end about what I have said about these matters, he
will find that the nature of everything [scil. that grows,
phusis], both what grows from the earth and that of hu-

mans, is extremely similar,

Viability of the Fetus (T30)

T30 (# DK) Hippocrates, On the Eight-Month Fetus

The most significant days, in most cases, are the first and
the seventh, in many cases regarding diseases, and in
many regarding embryos, {. . .] The same thing applies to
the months as to the days, proportionately [. . .J, It is for
this reason that the seventh months, for pregnant women,
bring the embryos to the beginning of their completion,
and that significant changes oceur in the bodies of seventh.

month embryos, including the teeth, which begin to ap-
pear af this time.

Transmission of Acquired Characteristics {T31)

T31 (= DK) Hippocrates, Airs, Waters, Places

There is no other people [scil. than the Macrocephali] that
have heads like theirs. For in the beginning it was a custom
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that was the principal caunse for the length of their head,
but now nature too collaborates with the custom. For they
think that those who have the longest heads are the most
noble, and their custom is the following: [...].1 But as time
went by, it became part of their nature, so that it is 1o
longer the custom that constrains them.

! There follows a description of a procedure whereby the
heads of newbom children are elongated.
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30. THE DERVENI
PAPYRUS [DERV.]

The Derveni Papyrus, discovered in 1962 at Derveni, near
Thessaloniki in Macedonia, and finally published in an
authorized edition in 2006 (KPT, see Bibliography below),
is one of the most extraordinary discoveries of the twenti-
eth century regarding ancient Greek philosophy and reli-
gion. Unlike most of the texts presented in our collection,
it needs some specific clarifications in order to be under.
stood.

The bottom half of the papyrns roll was completely
destroyed when it was burned, presumably at the time of
the funeral of the ma