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CLOUDS




INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Clouds was first produced at the Dionysia of 423, plac-
ing third and last behind Cratinus’ first-place Wine Flask
(Pytine) and Ameipsias’ Connus. This defeat angered Aris-
tophanes, for in the following year he called Clouds his
best play and abused the spectators for rejecting it (Wasps
1037-47). At some point he began to revise the play for a
second production, but for some reason he never com-
pleted the revision;! internal evidence suggests that he
abandoned it sometime between 419 and 4162 The re-
vised text was nevertheless put into circulation (at what
time is unclear). Although ancient editors had both the
original festival version and the incomplete revision at
their disposal, only the revision has survived.

Lack of evidence about the first version of Clouds
makes it impossible to determine how much Aristophanes

1 This is confirmed by the retention of such highly topical
passages as the parabatic epirrhemes at 574 ff. and 607 ff. and by
signs of incompleteness like the absence of a choral song after line
888,

2 In particular, linés 551-59 allude to'at least three plays at-
tacking Hyperbolus that were produced after Eupolis’ Maricas
{Lenaea 421), and no such play was produced in 420; Hyperbolus
was ostracized, never to return to Athens, in 416,
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altered in the process of revision.® Definitely new is the
parabasis speech (518-62) discussing the defeat of the
original play and hoping for success with the new version.
In other respects we must rely mainly on the testimony of
an anonymous ancient scholar who wrote, “this play is the
same as the first, but has been revised in details, as though
the poet wanted to produce it again but for whatever rea-
son did not after all do so. To take the play as a whole,
correction, which has occurred in almost every part <. . .>.
Some parts have been removed, while others have been
woven in and altered both in the arrangement and in the
alternation of speaking parts. Some parts as they stand
belong entirely to the revised version: thus the chorus’
parabasis [518-62] has been replaced, and where Better
Argument speaks to Worse, and finally where Socrates’
school is burned.” (Hyp. I Dover)

[ Clouds explores the growth of untraditional forms of
seientific inquiry and of new techniques in the education
of young men, particularly rhetorical training, and depicts
these as useless, immoral, atheistic, and therefore danger-

ous to Athens] At the center of the play is the philosopher

Socrates, porirayed as the arch-sophist who runs an edu-
cational cult located in a “Thinkery,” where young men
could pay to learn the latest scientific lore and rhetorical
skills in order to achieve fame, power, and wealth. The
Thinkery houses two Arguments: the Better, an old gen-
tleman who represents traditional customs, beliefs, and
virtues, and the Worse, a young dandy who advocates the
techniques of unscrupulous self-promotion and the desir-

8 The fow remaining fragments of the original play (PCG 392-
401} are uninformative. ‘
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ability of selish hedonism. Drawn to the Thinkery fs the
forgetful old rustic Strepsiades, who has run up kmge debts
as a result of his son Phidippides’ passion for horses and
who wants to leam how to evade them. When Strepsiades

roves unable to learn the new techniques himself, he
insists that Phidippides enroll in the Thinkery. Strepsiades’
wish comes true in that Phidippides emerges from the
Thinkery as a skilled sophist, easily able to evade debts by
dishonest arguments, At the same time, however, he has
become so arrogant and amoral that he beats Strepsiades
and convinces him that it is just to do so) But when he
proposes to beat his mother as well, Strepsiades realizes
that he has made a terrible mistake and takes vengeance
on Socrates by burning the Thinkery to the ground{Above
the action float the Chorus of Clouds: in their protean
whimsicality they seem appropriate goddesses for Socra-
tes, but they gradually reveal themselves to be a wishing-
mirror for people in love with wickedness, luring them to
a well-deserved punishment,

Aristophanes’ portrait of Socrates as the arch-sophist,
atheist, and corrupter of the young is at variance with the
portraits later drawn by philosophical writers like Plato and
Xenophon; in Apology, Plato tries to show the inaccuracy
and unfairness of the popular image of Socrates, fueled by
comedies like Clouds, that played what he considered the
decisive role in Socrates® condemnation on capital charges
in 399 (Ap. 18b-c). In the absence of unbiased information
about Socrates, however, we must accept Clouds as a valid
expression of what_public opinion believed, or might be
expected to believe, about him in the Athens of 423-c. 416.



ARISTOPHANES

Text

Six papyri preserve fragments of Clouds.* There are
over 130 medieval MSS, which divide into two main fami-
lies, with RV on one side and the later MSS, designated by
the siglum n, on the other. In this edition n is represented
by EKN®; other MS$S are cited only for significant read-
ings.®

Sigla

H% PBerol. 13225+13226 (V), lines 177-270, 936-73

112 PBerol. 13219 (V/VI), lines 946-1015

113 PStrash. inv. 621 (V-VII), lines 1372-85, 1407-
28 .

R Ravennas 429 (c. 950}

v Venetus Marcianus 474 {¢. 1300)

S readings found in the Suda

E Estensis gr. 127 = a U.5.10 (XIV-XV in.)

K Ambrosianus C222 inf, (XTII-XIV)

N Neapolitanus 184 = I F 27 (XV)

(] Laurentianus conw. soppr. 140 (XIV)

A Parisinus Regius 2712 (XIV)

a the archetype-of RVa

n the consensus of EKN®

4 Three of these are not cited in the notes: POzxy. 1371 (V)
preserves parts of lines 1-11, 38-48; PLaurent. 3.318 (IV) of lines
1-7; and PSI 1171 (III) of lines 577-635.

" 5 See further Dover’s Clouds, pp. xcix-cxxv, and “Explorations
in the History of the Text of Aristophanes,” in The Greeks and
Their Legaey (Oxford 1968) 223-65.

6
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b one or more n MSS unaffected by Thoman or
Triclinian recensions

x one or more n MSS containing Triclinian and
later conjectures

Annotated Editions

F. H. M. Blaydes (Halle 1890)

T. Kock (Leipzig 1894%)

J. van Leeuwen (Leiden 1899)

W. ]. M. Starkie (London 1911), with English translation.

B. B. Rogers (London 1916), with English translation.

K. J. Dover (Oxford 1968),

A. lI-I Sommerstein (Warminster 1982), with English trans-
ation.
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1 For fear they might desert to the enemy.
2 LLe., more than twenty days (in the month) old.
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The stage building contains two doors. One represents
Strepsiades” house and has a statue of Hermes outside; the

other represents Socrates’ Thinkery and has a large cup
outside.

STREPSIADES and PHIDIPPIDES lie sleeping, Strepsiades
sits up restlessly.

. STREPSIADES

Oh dear, oh dear! Lord Zeus, what a stretch of nighttime!
Interminable. Will it never be day? I did hear a cock crow
quite a while back, but the slaves are snoring. They
wouldn't in the old days. Damn you, War, for my many
worries, when I can’t even punish my slaves!! And this fine-
young man here won't rouse himself before daybreak
either, but farts away wrapped up in five woollen coverlets.
All right then, let’s all get under the covers and snore! No
use, I can’t get to sleep, poor soul; I'm being eaten alive by
my bills and stable fees and debts, on account of this son
of mine. He wears his hair long and rides horses and races
chariots, and he even dreams about horses, while I go to
pieces as I watch the moon in her twenties,? because my
interest payment looms just ahead. Boy!

Enter sLAvVE.

D
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Light a lamp, and bring me my ledger book, so I can count
my creditors and reckon the interest. Let's see, what do 1
owe? Twelve minas to Pasias.? What were the twelve minag
to Pasias for? What did I use it for? When I bought that
branded hack. Oh me oh myl I wish I'd had my eye
knocked out with a stone first, :

PHIDIPPIDES
Philon, you're cheating! Drive in your own lane!

STREPSIADES
That's it, that's the bane that’s done me in; even in his sleep
he dreams of riding. '

PHIDIPPIDES
How many laps will the war chariots be driving?

STREPSIADES
It's a good many laps you're driving me, your father. But
what arrears overtook me after Pasias? Three minas to
Amynias* for a small seat and a pair of wheels.

PHIDIPPIDES
Give the horse a good roll and take him home.

STREPSIADES
Actually, dear boy, it's me you've been rolling, right off my
property. Now I'm on the losing side of lawsuits, and others
threaten to have my goods seized in lieu of their interest.

3 No contemporary with this name is attested.

4 Probably the son of Pronapes of Prasiae, an envoy to Thes-
saly in 423/2, criticized for shirking duty (662), pretentiousness,
and perhaps for being a Spartan sympathizer, cf. Wasps 74 etc.,
Cratinus 227, Eupolis 222,

13
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PHIDIFPIDES
(awakening) Really, father, why do you grouse and toss all
night long?
STREPSIADES
There’s a bailiff in the bedclothes biting me.

PHIDIPPIDES
For heaven’s sake, let me catch 2 little sleep.

STREPSIADES
All right then, sleep! But bear in mind, all these debts will
end up onyour head. Ah; I wish she’d died a terrible death,
that matchmaker who talked me into marrying your P x
mother! Mine was a very pleasant country life, moldy, un- | H49 v -
swept, aimlessly leisured, abounding in honey bees, sheep, F e
and olive cakes. Then I married the niece of Megacles son | 754471
of Megacles, 1 a rustic, she from town, @t}g spoiled, |
thoroughly Coesyrized.> When I married her I climbed
into bed smelling of new wine, figs, fleeces, and abun- |
dance; and she of perfure, saffron, tongue kisses, extrava- ‘i
gance, gluttony, Colias and Genetyllis.¢ But still, I won't say *
she was lazy; she used plenty of thread when she wove. I
used to show her this cloak of mine as proof and say,
“Woman, you go too heavy on the thread!”

SLAVE .
We've got no oil in the lamp.

5 Megacles and his exotic mother, Coisyra, typified the aristoc-
racy.

8 Colias was the name of an Attic promontory where women
held festivals for Aphrodite and the Genetyllides, goddesses of

procrestion.

8
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‘STREPSIADES
Damm it, why did you light me the thirsty lamp? Come
here and take your beating.

SLAVE
Why should I get a beating, then? (4 T )
STREPSIADES
Because you put in one of the thick wicks!

The SLAVE runs inside,

After that, when this son was born to us, I mean to me and
my high-class wife, we started to bicker over his name. She 2
was for adding hippos to the name,” Xanthippus or ]
Chaerippus or Callippides, while I was for calling him '
Phidonides after his grandfather.® So for a while we ar- |
gued, until finally we compromised and called him |
Phidippides. She used to pick up this boy and coo at him, |
“When you're grown you'll drive a chariot to the Acropo-
lis,? like Megacles, and don a saffron robe.” And I wonld
say, “No, you'll drive the goats from the Rocky Bottom, like
your father, and wear a leather jacket.” But he wouldn’t
listen to anything I said; instead he’s infected my estate
with the galloping trots. So now I've spent the whole night
thinking of a way out, and I've found a singular shorteut,
devilishly marvellous. If T can talk this boy into it, Ill be
saved. But first I need to wake him up. Now how might I

7 Because hippos (horse) would sound aristocratic and be-
cause she wanted her son to become a horseman.

8 The grandfather’s name was Phidon {cf. 134), which means
“thrifty.” jig o ¥

9 That is, in the Panathenaic procession,
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get him up in the nicest way? Hmm. Phidippides! Phidip- .
pidarling!

PHIDIPPIDES
What, father? ¢

STREPSIADES
Kiss me and give me your right hand.

PHIDIFPIDES
There. What’s up?

STREPSIADES
Tell me, do you love me?

PHIDIPPIDES
Yes, by Poseidon here, the Lord of Horses. 2, uitya)

STREPSIADES

Don't give me any of your Lord of Horses! That god's
responsible for my troubles. But if you really love me with
all your heart, my son, do as I say.

PHIDIPPIDES
Do what as you say?

STREPSIADES
Reverse your way of life as soon as possible, and go learn
what I'm going to recommend,

PHIDIFPIDES
All right, tell me what you’re asking me to learn,

19
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STREPSIADES
And you will obey?

PHIDIPPIDES
I will obey, by Dionysus. sty -
STREPSIADES

All right, look over there. Do you see that little door and
that little house?

PHIDIPPIDES
I see it. So, what exactly is it, father?

STREPSIADES
That is a Thinkery for sage souls. Some gentlemen live
there who ‘argue convincingly that the sky is a barbeque |
lid, and that it surrounds us, and that we're the coals. These |
people train you, if you give them money, to win any drgu-

|

ment whether it's right or wrong, —
PHIDIPPIDES
And who are they? '
STREPSIADES

I don’t know the term exactly. Thoughtful cogitators, fine
and genteel people. :

PHIDIPPIDES - oy 20od Sorylt
Yuk! That scum. I know them: you mean the charlatans,
the pasty-faced, the unshod, like that miserable Socrates, |
and Chaerephoen.10

1
!

10 Chaerephon, ridiculed in comedy for his thin, sallow ap-
pearance, was the long-time friend of Socrates who, according to
Plato’s Apology, asked the Delphic oracle whether anyone was
wiser than Socrates.

20

W e
SRR




105

110

115

120

ARISTOPHANES

STPREPIAAHE
% %, cuoma. pndév émrys vimov,
AN & T kvibes Tav ToTpey dhdiTwy,

-~ Y I
TOUTWY YEVOD pot, TXOTAUEVos TNV frmuciy,

_ DEIAITITIAHE
ot Gy pa Tov Awvuoov ek Boins vé pot
Tovs dacavods ols Tpéder Aewydpas.
STPEFIAAHE _
i, awriBord &, & dikrar Grépdmav duol,
é\farw Sibdaiov.
SRIAINMIAHE
kai 71 oov pafoouol;
. _ ETPEFIAAHE
elvac wap’ adrois daciv dudw Td Adye,
Tov Kkpetrrov’, doms éoTi, kKal TOV YrTova.
Tovrow Tor Erepov Tolr Adyow, TOV Yrrova,
vikéy Méyorrd ooy Tédidrepa.
Hv oby pdfps por rov E8ikov Todrov Adyov,
& vy deihew Bia o€, Tolrwr TOY Xpedv
ovx dv dmodoiny ovd dv 6Bohov oddevi.
OEIAITINIIAHE
ovk dv mbotumy ob yap v Thainy ety
Tovs imméas 7O ypdpe Swxekvatopévos.
STPETIAAHE
otk dpo. po, Ty Adpnrpa TAY ¥ éudv €de
otir’ adroe ot & {byios ol & caudipas,

22

CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
Hey, hey! Be quiet, don't say anything so childish! Now, if
you care at all about your father’s daily bread, cut out the
riding and please become one of them.

PHIDIPPIDES
No way, by Dionysus, not even if you gave me those fancy
pheasants that Leogoras!! breeds.

STREPSIADES
Come on, I'm begging you, dearest of all to me, go and be
trained.

. PHIDIPPIDES
And what am I supposed to learn?

STREPSIADES
I'm told they have both Arguments there, the Better, what-
ever that may be, and the Worse. And one of these Argu-
ments, the Worse, I'm told, can plead the unjust side of a

case and win. So, if you learn this Unjust Argument for me,

e

‘then T'wouldn't have to pay anyone even a penmy of these

debts that I now owe on your account.

PHIDIPPIDES
I'won't do it: I wouldn’t dare face the Knights with all the
tan scraped off me.

STREPSIADES
Then, by Demeter, you'll be eating none of my food, you
or your yoke horse or your branded nag, T'll throw you the

11 Father of the orator Andocides, wealthy and aristocratic,

later denounced, though not prosecuted, in the scandal of the
herms and mysteries in 415.
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CLOUDS

" hell out of the house!

PHIDIPPIDES
Well, my uncle Megacles won’t stand by and see me go
horseless. I'm going inside and paying you no mind!

PHIDIFPIDES goes into the house.

. STREPSIADES
And ['won’t take this fall lying down; I'll say a prayer to the
gods and go to the Thinkery to be trained myself. But then
again, how is an old man like me, forgetful and dense, to
learn the hairsplitting of precise arguments? I've got to go.
Why do I keep hanging back like this? Why not just knock
on the door? Boy, boyo!

PUPIL

(within) Buzz off to blazes! (opening the door) Who's been
pounding on the door?

STREPSIADES
Strepsiades, son of Phidon, from Cicynna,!2

PUPIL
A dunce, damn it, the way you kick at the door so very

inconsiderately, and abort a newfound idea,
!

STREPSTADES :
Forgive me; I live way out in the country. But tell me about
the matter that’s been aborted.

P PUPIL
It’s sacrilege to tell anyone but the pupils.

12 A small, rural, and seldom attested deme.
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
Well, don't worry about telling me: I've come to the Think-
ery to be a pupil myself.

PUPIL

I'll tell you, but you've got to consider these matters k{;)jz_;,nhy}.,}'-‘fiu‘nIm\
secrets.' Just now Socrates asked Chaerephon how many :
of its own feet a flea can jump; because one had bitten
Chaerephon’s eyebrow and jumped off onto Socrates’
head.

‘ STREPSIADES
And how did he measure it off?

PUPIL .
Very cleverly. He melted some wax, then picked up the flea i
and dipped both its feet in the wax, and then when the wax |
cooled the flea had Persian slippers stuck to it. He took |
these off and went about measuring the distance.

STREPSIADES
Lord Zeus, what subtlety of mind!

PUPIL
Then I wonder what you'd say if you heard another idea
Socrates had?

: STREPSIADES
What idea? Do tell me.

PUPIL
Chaerephon of Sphettus!* asked him where he stood in

13 Aristophanes intends to portray the Thinkery as a private
mystery cult with novel gods (252 n.),

14 Chaerephon’s deme is not attested elsewhere, and Sphettus
may simply be a pun on sphex “wasp.”
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CLOUDS

regard to the question, whether gnats hum via the mouth
or via the rump.

STREPSIADES
So what did Socrates say about the gnat?

PUPIL s
He said that the gnat’s gut is narrow, and that the air travels L
violently through this small space on its way to the rump, "
and then the arsehole, being an orifice attached to a narrow <i:;
tube, resounds from the force of the wind.

STREPSIADES
So the gnat’s arsehole turns out to be a bugle. Thrice happy
man, for such penetrating enterology! As a defendant he’d
certainly be able to escape conviction, since he knows the
gnat’s gut inside out.

PUPIL

Yes, and just recently he had a great idea snatched away by
a lizard.

STREPSIADES
How was that? Tell me.

PUPIL
He was investigating the moon’s paths and revolutions, and

as he was looking upwards with his mouth open, from the
roof in darkness a gecko shat on him. : :

STREPSIADES
Ilike that, a gecko shitting on Socrates!
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16 At first Sacrates seems to have been performing a scientific
demonstration, but then turns out to have robbed a passive homo-
sexual of his clothing; the joke turns on the double meaning of
diabetes “compass” and “one who spreads his legs.”
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PUPIL
Yes, and last night we had no dinner to eat.

STREPSIADES
Aha. So how did he finagle your eats?

PUPIL |
Over the table he sprinkled a fine layer of ash and bent a
skewer, then he picked up a faggot from the wrestling
school and swiped his jacket,!5

STREPSIADES
Then why do we marvel at the great Thales?6 Hurry and
open up the Thinkery, and show me this Socrates as soon
as possible. I yearn to learn! Come on, open up the door!

The eccyclema is rolled out, revealing other Pupils and an
assortment of devices.

Heracles, what sort of critters are these?

e bo PUPIL
Why are you .takéﬁ,aiﬁack? What do they look like to you?
STREPSIADES

Like the Spartan prisoners from Pylos.)” But those there,
why on earth are they peering at the ground?

PUPIL

18 The early sixth-century founder of the Milesian school of
philosophy.

17 292 Spartan soldiers captured in the late summer of 425 and
imprisoned at Athens since then (Thucydides 4.35-41),
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STREPSIADES
Oh, it’s bulbs they're trying to find! (to the other pupils)
You can stop worrying about that; I know where there are
nice big ones. (to Pupil) And these here, what are they
doing all bent over?

PUPIL
They're scrutinizing the murkiness below Tartarus.

STREPSIADES
Then why the arsehole peering at the sky?

PUPIL
1 earning astronomy on its own. (#o the Pupils) Well, inside
with you; he mustn’t find you out here.

STREPSIADES
Not yet, not yet! Let them stay awhile; I want to share with
them a small problem of my own.

PUPIL

No, they're not at liberty to spend very much time outside
in the open air.

The other Pupils go inside.

STREPSIADES

(pointing at the instruments) What in god’s name are these,
then? Tell me.

PUPIL
This one here is for astronomy,

STREPSIADES
And this one?
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: PUPIL
Geometry.

STREPSIADES
So what's that good for?

PUPIL:
For measuring Jand.

STREPSIADES
You mean land for settlers?

PUPIL
No, land in general.

STREPSIADES
Talk about sophisticated! That device is democratic, and
useful too.

PUPIL

And look, this is a map of the entire world. See? That's
Athens right here.

STREPSIADES
What do you mean? I don’t believe it; I don’t see any juries
in session.

PUPIL
Anyway, this really is the territory of Attica.

STREPSIADES
Then where are the Gicynnians, my fellow demesmen?

PUPIL :
They're over here. And Euboea, as you can see, is laid out
here, over a very long stretch.
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STREPSIADES
I know; we laid it out ourselves, with Pericles.’® But
where’s Sparta?

PUPIL
Let me see; right here.

STREPSIADES Stypdd
So close to us! Do change your minds and move it very far
away from us,

PUPIL
That’s impossible.

STREPSIADES
By Zeus, you'll be sorry if you don’t!

SOCRATES appears overhead, suspended in o basket.

Hey, who's that man in the basket?!® 17 (saea vhi'c )

FUPIL
Himself,
STREFPSIADES
Whose self?
PUPIL
Socrates.
STREPSIADES

Ah, Socrates! Come omn, you, call up to him for me, loudlyl

18 Pericles had invaded Euboea to suppress a revolt in 446
(Thucydides 1.114).

18 In Plato’s Apology 19b Socrates recalls this image as having
contributed to popular prejudice against him,
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CLOUDS

l_’UPIL
No, you call him yourself; T haven't got the time.

Exit PUPIL,

STREPSIADES
Oh Socrates| Socratikins!

SOCRATES
Why do you summon me, o creature of a day?

STREPSIADES
Well, first of all tell me, please, what you're up to,

SOCRATES
I tread the air and scrutinize the sun.

: STREPSIADES
So you look down on the gods from a basket? Why not do
it from the ground, if that’s what you're doing?

SOCRATES

Why, for accurate discoveries about meteorological phe- l
nomena I had to suspend my mind, to commingle my |
rarefied thought with its kindred air. If I had been on the |
ground and from down there contemplated what's up here,
Iwould have made no discoveries at all: the earth, you see,
stmply must forcibly draw to itself the moisture of thought.
The very same thing happens to watercress.

STREPSIADES
How’s that? The mind draws moisture into watercress?

226 Smrepdhp-]1 mepidp- V
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CLOUDS

Come down here to me, Socratikins, so you can teach me
what I've come to learn.

SOCRATES
{descending to the ground) And why have you come?

STREPSIADES
Anxious to learn public speaking. You see, I'm heing har-
ried and plundered by debfs and cantankerons creditors,
and having my property foreclosed.

SOCRATES
And how did you become indebted without noticing it?

STREPSIADES
A galloping consumption has destroyed me with its terrible
voracity. Now: teach me one of your two Arguments, the
one that repays no debts. Whatever fee you may charge,
I'll swear to you by the gods to pay in cash.

SOCRATES
What do you mean, you'll swear by the gods? First of all,
gods aren’t legal tender here.

STREPSIADES .
So, what do you swear by? Iron coins, as in Byzantium?

SOCRATES
Would you like to know the truth about matters divine,
what they really are?

STREPSIADES
I certainly would, if it's actually possible.
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.CLOUDS

SOCRATES
And to have converse with the Clouds, our own deities?2¢
STREPSIADES
Yes, very much,
SOCRATES
Then sit down upon the sacred sofa.
STREPSIADES
All right, 'm sitting,
SOCRATES
Now take hold of this, the wreath.
STREPSIADES

What's the wreath for? Dear me, Socrates, mind you don't
sacrifice me, like Athamas!2!

~ SOCRATES
I won’t. All this is our procedure for jnitiands

STREPSIADES
And what's in it for me?

SOCRATES
At speaking you'll become a smoothie, a castahet, the
flower of orators. Now don’t move. (Socrates sprinkles
flour on Strepsiades)

20 Lines 252-274 perody the initiation rites and prayers char-
acteristic of private mystery cults, e.g. those of the QOrphics and
Pythagoreans.

2 In Sophocles’ lost play Athamas the hero sits, wreathed, on
Zeus’ altar, about to be sacrificed for wronging his wife Nephele
{“cloud”).
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
By Zeus, you won't trick me! You mean getting dredged is
how I'll become flour?

SOCRATES
The old man must keep silence and listen to the prayer. O
Lord and Master, measureless Air, who held the earth aloft,
and you, shining Empyrean, and ye Clouds, awesome god-
desses of thunder and lightning, arise, appear aloft, o0 Mis-
tresses, to the thinker!

STREPSIADES . .
(covering himself with his cloak) Not yet, not until I get
this over me, so I don't get soaked. To think I left home,
poor fool, without even a cap!

SOCRATES _
Come then, illustrious Clouds, in an exhibition for this
man, whether you now sit on Olympus’ holy snow-struck
peaks, or start up a holy dance for the Nymphs in father
Ocean’s gardens, or whether again at the Nile’s mouths you
scoop its waters in golden pitchers, or inhabit Lake
Maeotis or the snowy steeps of Mimas: hear my prayer,
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CLOUDS

accept my sacrifice and enjoy these holy rites.
CHORUS

{from afar)
Clouds everlasting,
let us arise, revealing our dewy bright form
from deep roaring father Ocean
onto high mountain peaks
with tresses of trees, whence
to behold heights of distant vantage,
and holy earth whose crops we water,
and divine rivers’ rushing,
and the sea crashing with deep thunder.
For heaven’s tireless eye is ablaze
with gleaming rays.
So let us shake off the rainy haze
from our deathless shape and survey
the land, with telescopic eye.

»

SQOCRATES
Most stately Clouds, you have clearly heard my summons.
{to Strepsiades) Did you mark their voice and, in concert,
the bellowing thunder that prowipts holy reverence?

_ STREPSIADES
I do revere you, illustrious ones, and T'm ready to answer
those thunderclaps with a fart; that’s how much I fear and
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CLOUDS

tremble at them. And right now, if it’s sanctioned, and even
if it isn't, I need to shit!

SOCRATES .
Don’t be scurrilous and act like those hapless comedians!
Now keep silence, for a great swarm of gods is on the move,
in song, i
CHORUS

(closer)

Rainbearing maidens,

let us visit the gleaming land of Pallas, to see the

ravishing country

of Cecrops with its fine men,

where ineffable rites are celebrated, where

the temple that receives initiates

is thrown open during the pure mystic festival;22

and where there are offerings to the heavenly host,

temples with lofty roofs and statues,

mast holy provessions for the Blessed Ones,

well-garlanded victims for the gods, and feasts

in all seasons;

and with spring comes the grace of Bromius,?

the rivalry of melodious choruses

and the deep toned music of pipes.

STREPSIADES
By Zeus, I beg you, tell me who they are, Socrates, these
females who intoned that awesome song? They're not Iady
heroes of some sort, are they?

22 The Fleusinian Mystertes. :
23 “The Noisy,” a poetic title for Dionysus; the festival envi-
sioned here is the City Dionysia with its dramas.
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CLOUDS

SOCRATES
Not atall; they're heavenly Clouds, great goddesses for idle
gentlemen, who provide us with judgment and dialectic
and intelligence, fantasy and circumlocution and verbal

thrust and parry,

STREPSIADES :
So that’s why my soul has taken flight at the sound of their
voice, and now seeks to split hairs, prattle narrowly about
smoke, and meet argument with counterargument, punc-
turing a point with a pointlet. So if at all possible, I want
to see them now in person.

SOCRATES
Then look over here, toward Mount Parnes, because now
I see them quietly descending,

STREPSIADES
Where? Come on, show mel
The CHORUS files along the wings toward the orchestra.

SOCRATES
They're on the march, quite a lot of them, through the
hollows and thickets—there, to the side. ‘

. f-u e
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
What's going on? I don’t see them.
SOCRATES
In the wings!
STREFSIADES

Yes, now 1 can almost see them.

SOCRATES
By now you must see them, unless you've got styes like
pumpkins!

STREPSIADES

Yes, now I see them, Heaven be praised, they're permeat-
ing everything!

SOGRATES
And you didn’t realize that they're goddesses, or believe it?

‘ STREPSIADES
God no; T thought they were mist and dew and smoke,

) SOCRATES
You didn't because you're unaware that they nourish a
great many sophists, diviners from Thurii,* medical ex-
perts, long-haired idlers with onyx signet rings, and tune
bending composers of dithyrambic choruses, men of
highflown pretension, whom they maintain as do-nothings,

24 The Athenian colony in southern Italy founded in 444/3.
Aristophanes probably alludes to the seer Lampon, appointed by
Pericles to conduct the official foundation ceremonies and still a
prominent figure at Athens (Thucydides 5.19, 24).
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CLOUDS

because they compose mustc about these Clouds.2

STREPSIADES :

So that's why they compose verses like “dire downdraft of
humid clouds zigzaggedly braceleted,” and “locks of hun-
dred-headed Typhus,” and “blasting squalls,” and then
“piry scudders crooked of talon, birds swimming on high,”
and “rain of waters from dewy clouds.” Then, as their re-
ward, they get to gulp down nice big mullet fillets and avian
thrush cutlets!2 ‘

SOCRATES
Certainly, thanks to these Clouds. Isn't that fair?

STREPSIADES
So tell me, if these really are Clouds, how is it that they
look like mortal women? (pointing skyward) Because
those clouds aren't like that,

SOCRATES
Well, what do they lock like?

STREPSIADES
I don’t know exactly, but they look like fleeces spread out,
not like women, no, surely not in any way. And these
Clouds have noses!

25 Comic poets ridiculed dithyrambists for verbosity and for
overworking metaphors from flight; of. Peace 828 fi.. Birds
1372 fF,

2 Le., at the banquet provided by the producer of a dithyram-
bic chorus.
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CLOUDS

SQCRATES
Now answer some guestions for me.

STREPSIADES
Ask away, whatever you like.

SOCRATES
Have you ever looked up and seen a cloud resembling a
centaur, or a leopard, or a wolf, or a bull?

STREPSIADES
Certainly I have. So what?

SOCRATES
_Clouds _twm int, ing they want. Thus, if they see a
savage with long hair, ane of these furry types, like the son
of Xenophantus,” they mock his obsession by making
themselves look like centaurs.

STREPSIADES
And what if they lock down and see a predator of public
funds like Simon,? what do they do? '

SOCRATES
To expose his nature they immediately turn into wolves.

STREPSIADES
That must be why, when the other day they caught sight of

27 Identifled in the scheliz as Hieronymus, a tragic and
dithyrambic poet, His “obsession” would be pederasty.

28 Called an embezzler also by Eupolis (fr. 235), and a perjurer
at 399 below.
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CLOUDS

Cleonymus the shield thrower, they knew him for a great
coward, and turned into deer!

. SOCRATES
And today, because theyve seen Cleisthenes—see
himP—that’s why they've tumed into women/2®

STREPSIADES
Then hail, Mistresses! And now, almighty Queens, if yow've
ever so favored another man, break forth for me too a
sound that spans the sky!

CHORUS LEADER

Hail, oldster born long ago, stalker of erudite arguments,
and you too, priest of subtlest hogwash, tell us what you
desire; for we would pay no attention to any other contem-
porary sophist of celestial studies except for Prodicus, for
his wisdom and intelligence, and you, because you strut
like a popinjay through the streets and cast your eyes side-
ways and, unshod, endure many woes and wear a haughty
expression for our sake.

STREPSIADES
Mother Earth, what a voice! How holy and august and
marvelous]

SOCRATES
That's because they are the only true goddesses; all the rest
e rubbish. , o

2 Cleonymus was an obese politician who probably lost his
shield in the Athenian retreat at Delium the previous year {Thucy-
dides 4.96). Cleisthenes was a beardless man frequently ridiculed
for effiminacy.

3¢ Prodicus of Geos, a contemporary of Socrates, pursued in-
terests ranging from natural science to semantics and ethics, and
enjoyed a reputation comparable to Einstein’s today. @

CORBAC oty

Hrhewtic( )



370

ARISTOPHANES

STPEFIAAHZ,
n ) € t A
6 Zeds & vpiv, pépe, mpods s Tis, OvAvpmos ov
feds éoriv;
JOKPATHE
i fo; o g % 38 éoTi Zevs
totos Zets; ovr pur Anpioets. ov .
STPETIAAHS
s 7 ’
Tt Aéyes av;
rd -
dANG, Tis Te; Tourt yop Epory’ dwddmron mpdrov
dmdrTer.
SOKPATHS
1 3 A} s 3N
atron dmov ueydhows 8¢ o éyd ompeiows alro
Seddéw. .
dépe, mod yip mdmor dvev veperdy ovr Fjoy Te-

Féoorar; ’ ) ’
L 2
kairos xpiy aifiplas ew obrév, radros 8

drodnpuety.
' STPEVIAAHS
i) Tov "AwéAhw, ToDTé ye ToL TG vuvl Aoye €0
Tpooéduaas.

xalror mpirepov Tov AL dAnlis Guny 8id wooiivov
oUpeLY. "
GAN doris & Bpovrdv éori Ppdoov, Tovl) & pe
TOLEL TETPOpOLVELD. '
| SOKPATHS
adrac Bpovrio kuhivddpevas.

60

CLOUDS
., STREPSIADES
Come now, by Earth, doesn’t Olympian Zeus count as a
god with you people?
‘ ‘SOCRATES
What do you mean, Zeus? Do stop driveling, Zeus doesn't
even exist] - o
STREPSIADES

What are you talking about? Then who makes it rain? An-
swer me that one, first of all,

SOCRATES
These do, of course! And I'll teach you how, with grand
proofs. Now then: where have you ever yet seen rain with-
out Clouds? Though according to you, Zeus should make
rain himself on a clear day, when the Clouds are out of
town.

STREPSIADES
By Apollo, you've nicely spliced that point with what you
were saying a moment ago, And imagine, before now I
thought that rain is Zeus pissing through a sievel But tell
me who does the thundering that makes me tremble.

SOCRATES
These do the thundering, by rolling around.

(oY
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
In what way, you daredevil?

SOCRATES
When they fill up with lots of water and are forced to drift,
by natural compulsion sagging down with rain, then run
into one other, and become sodden, they explode and
crash, -

STREPSIADES
But who is it that forces them to drift? Doesn’t Zeus?

SOCRATES
Not at all; it’s cosmic whirl,3!

STREPSIADES
Whirl? That's a new one on me, that Zeus is gone and Whirl
now rules in his place. But you still haven't taught me
anything about the thunder’s crash.

SQCRATES
Didn't you hear me? I repeat: when the clouds are full of
water and run into one another, they crash because of their

density.

J1The rotation of the universe was widely recognized in the
fifth tentury, and dinos “whirl” was a fundamental element of
atomic theory, e.g, Democritus B167. In everyday usage dinos
meant a kind of cup; the joke at 1473 suggests that such a cup
stood outside the Thinkery instead of the usual statue of Hermes
(1478 n.).
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
Come now, why should anyone believe that?

SOCRATES

I'll teach you from your own person. Have you ever gorged
yourself with soup at the Panathenaea and then had an
upset stomach, and a sudden turmoil sets it all arumble?

STREPSIADES
By Apollo I have! It does carry on terribly and shake me
up, and like thunder that bit of soup crashes and roars
terribly, gently at first, pappax pappaz, and then stepping
up the pace, papapappax, and when I shit it absolutely
thunders, papapappar, just like those Clouds!

SOCRATES
Now then, consider what farts you let off from such a little
tummy; isn’t it natural that this sky, being limitless, should
thunder mightily?

STREPSIADES °

So that’s why the words are similar, bronte “thunder” and
porde “fart”] But now explain this: where does the light-
ning bolt come from, blazing with fire, that incinerates us
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CLOUDS

on contact and badly burns the survivors? It’s quite obvious
that Zeus hurls it against perjurers. '

SOCRATES
How's that, you moron redolent of the Cronia,? you moon-
calf! If he really strikes perjurers, then why hasn't he
burned up Simon or Cleonymus or Theorus, since they're
paramount perjurers? On the other hand, he strikes his
own temple, and Sunium headland of Athens, and the
great oaks.® What's his point? An oak tree certainly doesn't
perjure itself! :

STREPSIADES _
I don’t know; but you seem to have a good argument. Very
well, what is the thunderbolt, then?

SOCRATES
When a dry wind rises skyward and gets locked up in these
Clouds, it blows them up from within like a bladder, and
then by natural compulsion it bursts them and is borne out
in a whoosh by dint of compression, burning itself up with
the friction and velocity.

3 A festival celebrating Zeus’ father Cronus, who symbolized
a bygone age.
33 Oak trees were considered sacred to Zeus.

40L°Afypéwr Porson (of. Hom. v 278): Abnvalwy vel Afy-
vav a
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CLOUDS

STREFPSIADES
By Zeus, exactly the same thing happened to me one time
at the Diasia,3* when I was cooking a haggis for my relatives
and forgot to make a slit. So it bloated up, then suddenly
it exploded, spattering gore in my eyes and burming my
face.
CHORUS LEADER :

Ah, creature who yearn for grand wisdom from us, how
blessed you will become among the Athenians and all
Greeks, if you're retentive and a cogitator, if endurance
abides in your soul, if you don't tire out either standing or
walking, if you’re not too anmoyed by the cold or too keen
on having brealdast, if you stay away from wine and gym-
nasiums and all other follies, and if, as befits a clever man,
you consider absolute excellence to be victory in action, in
counsel, and in tongue warfare.

: STREPSIADES
Well, if it has to do with a rigorous soul, and restless anxiety,

3 An important festival of Zeus and an occasion for family
banquets.

412-17 adaptavit Diogenes Laertius 2.27
47 oivov a; Frvov Tt. Mag,
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and a belly that's stingy, poorly nourished, and able to make
a meal out of herbs, never fear: on these counts I'd daunt-
lessly present myself for hammering into shape.

SOCRATES
Then I take it you will now believe in no god but those we
believe in: this Void, and the Clouds, and the Tongue, and
only these three? '

STREPSIADES _
I wouldn't speak a word to the other gods even if T met
them in the street) and I won't sacrifice to them, or pour
them libations, or 6ffer them incense.

CHORUS LEADER
Then tell us frankly what we can do for you, because noth-
ing bad will happen to you if you honor and respect us and
seek to be smart.

STREPSIADES
Well then, Mistresses, I ask of you this very small favor:
that among the Greeks I be by a hundred miles the very
best speaker.

CHORUS LEADER
Donel You will get that from us, so that from this moment
on, no one will carry more motions in the assembly than
you.
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STREPSIADES
No speaking on important motions for me, please! That's
not what I desire, only twisting lawsuits to my own advan-
tage and giving my creditors the slip. o
CHORUS LEADER
Then you shall get what you crave, for it is nothing grand

that you desire. Now be resolute and commit yourself to
our agents here.

STREPSIADES i
That I will do, taking you at your word, for necessity bears
down on me on account of those branded horses and the
matriage that’s screwed me.

So now I wholeheartedly turn this body of mine over

to them
to do with as they please, for beating, starving,
parching, .

soiling, freezing, flaying into a wineskin,

if that's how I'll escape my debts

and win the world’s admiration

as pushy, glib, nervy, reckless,

a disgusting fib-fabricator,

a coiner of legalese, a lawcourt smoothie,

a corpus juris, a castanet, a fox, a loophole,

a slicker, a double-talker, a slippery character, a fraud,

a cudgel magnet, a pariah, a twister, a pest,

a trifle licker,

If 'm called all this to my face,

they may do whatever they like with me
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{ unconditionally;
and if they want,
by Demeter let them turn me into sausage
and serve it to the thinkers|

CHORUS
This one’s got a spirit
that’s not gutless but ready to gol
Listen,
when you've learned all this from me, sky-high glory
you'll have among mortals.

STREPSIADES
‘What’s in store for me?

CHORUS
With us, you will live for all the rest of your days
the most enviable life in the world.

STREPSIADES
So I'm really likely to see that someday?

CHORUS
Reallyl '
Multitudes will constantly be camped at your door,
wanting to meet with you and discuss
legal problems and claims involving vast sums,
aiming to consult about matters worth your
intelligence.

CHORUS LEADER
Now try your hand at starting the old man on whatever
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lessons you intend to give him; agitate his mind and test
his intelligence. .

S0CRATES
Now then, describe for me your own characteristics; when
I know what they are, on that basis I can apply to you the
latest plans of attack.

STREPSIADES
How's that? Are you thinking of besieging me? Good heav-
ens!

SOCRATES

" No, I just want to ask youa few. questions. For instance, do

you have a good memory?

STREPSIADES
Yes and no, by Zeus: if I'm owed something, it’s good but
if I'm the hapless debtor, it's bad.

SOCRATES
Well, is there eloquence in your nature?

STREPSIADES
Eloquence, no; fraudulence, yes.

SOCRATES
Then how will you manage to learn?

STREPSIADES
Don't worry, I'll do fine.

SOCRATES
Very well, whatever sage bit of cosmology toss you, try to
snap it up at once,
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STREPSIADES
What? Will I be consuming my sagacity like a dog?

SOCRATES
This fellow’s ignorant and barbaric! Old man, I fear you’'ll
peed a whipping, Let’s see, what would you do if someone
hit you?
STREPSIADES

I get hit; I wait a bit and summon witnesses; after another
little while I go to court.

. SOCRATES
Come on, lay down your cloak.

STREPSIADES
Have I done something wrong?

SOCRATES
No, it’s our custom to go inside undressed.

STREPSIADES
But I'm not locking for stolen goeds in there.

SOCRATES
Lay it down! What's this jabbering?
STREPSIADES

(disrobing) All right then, tell me this: if I'm attentive and

study hard, which of your students will I come to resem-
ble?




ARISTOPHANES

SOKPATHS
ovdy Siwices Xapedbivros Ty vow.
STPETIAAHZ
o’c’,;boa raxodaipwy, Hubris YEUoOMUOL,
' SOKPATHS
505 ob pi Aeljoes, GAN drxolovBiaers éuot
dviaas T devpl BaTrov.
" ETPE¥IAAHS
els TO x€ipé vuv
Sds po pehrodrTay wpoTEPOY, e Sédoud’ éym
dow karaBaivor domep €is Tpoduriov.
IOKPATHZ
xoper. i kvmrdles Exev wepi Ty Gopav;
KOPT®AIA
510 AN 1 yelpow ths drdpeias
oiiveka, TaUTNS.
XOPOS
ebrvylo yévoiro Tav-
Bpdime, dm wponKwy
els Bofd tis Hhukias
515  vewrépois T Plow ov-
ot mpdypacw Xpwrilerat
kal oodlay émaarel.

80

CLOUDS

SOCRATES
In your nature youll be indistinguishable from Chaere-
phon,

_ STREPSIADES
Heavens no, I'm going to be a zombie! |

SOCRATES
Stop jabbering. Hurry up and follow me inside here, on
the doublel

STREPSIADES
Pat a honey cake into my hands first, because I'm scared
to go down inside there, as if into the cave of Trophonius.®

SOCRATES
Get going! Why are you skulking around the doorway?

STREPSIADES and SOCRATES go into the Thinkery.

CHORUS LEADER
Go, and good luck to you, thanks

to this show of courage.

CHORUS
May good fortune befall
the fellow, for though advancing
to the twilight of his life,
he colors his nature
with newfangled notions
and cultivates sagacity.

3% The subterranean oracular shrine of the hero Trophonius at
Lebadeia (in Boeotia) contained sacred snakes, which visitors pla-
cated with honey cakes.
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CHORUS LEADER
Spectators, I will speak the truth to you frankly, so help me
Dicnysus, the god who reared me. So may I win the prize
and be thought sage, I took you for intelligent theatergoers
and this for the most sophisticated of my comedies; that is
why I thought you deserved to be the first to savor it, a play
that cost me very hard work. Then I lost the contest, de-
feated by vulgar men, though I didn’t deserve to. For that

I blame you sophisticated ones, for whose sake Iwas doing. . ... . .

all that work. Even so, I will never deliberately betray the
initelligent among you. For since the time when in this
place my Virtuous Boy and my Buggered Boy* were very
highly spoken of by certain gentlemen whom it is a pleas-
ure even to mention; and when I, being a maiden still
unmarried and not yet allowed to be a mother, exposed my
child and another maiden took it up,*” and you nobly raised
and educated it-—since that time I have held sworn pledges
of a favorable verdict from you. So now this new comedy
of mine, like the legendary Electra, has come on a quest,
hoping somewhere to find similarly intelligent spectators:
for she will recognize the lock of her brother’s hair if she
sees it.® Look how naturally decent she is: first of 3ll, she
hasn't come with any dangling leather stitched to hes, red
at the tip and thick, to make the children laugh; nor does

36 Characters in Aristophanes’ first play, Banqueters, which
was produced by Callistratus in 427, probably at the Lenaea, and
won second prize.

37 Le., another man produced the play

3 An allusion to the scene in Aseschylus’ Libation Bearers
{164-200) where Elektra comes to the tomb of her father
Agamemnon and there recognizes a lock of her long lost brother's
hair. '
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3% A Jewd dance associated with drunks and comedians.
40 Le. in Knights of 424; cf. 581 ff. .
41 Cleon’s successor as the leading politician in Athens; ostra-

cized probably in 416.
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she mock bald men, nor dance a kordax;* nor does an old
man, while speaking his lines, cover up bad jokes by beat-
ing the interlocutor with his stick; nor does she dash on-
stage brandishing torches, nor vell “ow ow.” On the con-
trary, she has come relying only on herself and her script.
And I myself, béing a poet of the same kind, do not act like
a bigwig, nor try to fool you by presenting the same mate-
rial two or three times; rather I have the skill to present
novel forms of comedy every time out, none of them like
the others and all of them ingenious. I'm the one who hit
Cleon in the belly when he was at the height of his power,
but I wasn’t so brazen as to jump on him again when he
was down, Not so these others: from the moment Hyper-
bolus* lowered his guard, they have been stomping the
wretch without letup, and his mother too.2 First of all
Eupolis®® dragged his Marices before you, hacking over
our Knights, hack that he is, and tacking onto it a drunken
crone for the sake of the kordax, the same crone that
Phrynichus* long ago put onstage, the one the sea monster
wanted to eat. Then Hermippus® again attacked Hyper-
bolus in a play, and now all the others® are launching into
Hyperbolus, copying my own similes about the eels.# And
so whoever finds their plays funny, may he not enjoy mine;

42 As would Aristophanes himself: Thesm. 839 ff.

43 Fupolis, a close contemporary of Aristophanes and re-
garded in antiquity as his chief rival, produced his first play in 429
and died ¢. 411. His Mericas was produced at the Lenaea of 421.

*4 Phrynichus made his debut in 429 and was still competing
in 405.

45 Hermippus, who had been competing since the 430', at-
tacked Hyperbolus in Bresdsellers, produced in 420 or 419.

46 E.g. Plato in Hyperbolus. 47 Cf. Knights 864-867.

85




{orp)

565

570

575

580

585

ARISTOPHANES

w & éuol kai rolow éuols ebdpaiimat’ edpipacw,
els Tas dpus Tos érépas e dpovelv doxijoere.
XOPOS

Uepédovra uév Hedv

Zio Topavvor els xopov

mpdro. péyay KikKMjoKe:
Tév 1€ peyacferi Tpiatvms Tapiov,

yhs Te kai dhpvpds faddo-

oms dyprov poxhevriy
xal peyakdvupor Huérepov maTép’

Alfépo. oepvérarov, Brobpéupova mdvTwr
t6v & immovduar, bs vmep-

Mdprpots drriow keréxet

yis wéBov, péyns év feols

& Bvmrolot e daipwr.

KOPTOAIA

& coddraror Pearal, Sebpo Tov voby wpoTéyere
PSunuévar yép iy pepddueat’ évavriov.
mAelora yap Pedv dmdvrwr ddehovoms Tiv WA
Sawudvey Huty péveis ov Over’ ovdé omévBere,
alrwes Tpodper dpds. fv yap § Tis €€odos
pnderi Ev v, T61 7 Bpovrdper 4 Proxdloper,
v, Tov Peotow Exbfpdv Brpoodémy Tadrayive
Hvix’ fpeiole orporydy, Tis 6ppis Evrjyopey
wémowbuey dewd, Bpovr) & éppdyn 8¢ aorpamis.
# cedion 8 éhemer ras 6807, 6 8 fhios
v Bpuahhid’ els éavrov ebléms Evvehrdoras

86

CLOUDS

but if you take pleasure in me and my creations, you will
be respected in ages to come for your good sense.

CHORUS
High guardian of the gods,
Zeus the great chieftain,
Vinvite first to my dance;
and the hugely strong Keeper of the Trident,
wild upheaver .
of land and salty sea;*
and our ovwm father of glorious name,
most august Empyrean,*® nourisher of all life;
and the Charioteer, who
covers the plain of earth
with dazzling rays, a mighty deity
among gods and mortals.

CHORUS LEADER
Most sage spectators, give us your attention, for we are
going to reproach you with the wrong you have dene us.
Of all the gods we do the most good for your city, but we
are the only deities to whom you make no offerings or
libations, the very ones who watch over you! Whenever
there is a senseless expedition, we thunder and rain.5¢ Fur-
thermore, when you were about to elect as general the
godforsaken tanner Paphlagon.?! we furrowed our brows
and carried on dreadfully: thunder crashed amid lightning
bolts, the moon deserted her orbit, and the sun forthwith

48 Le. Poseidon.
49 Aether, a scientific entity; cf. 265.

50 Signs of ill omen. 511Le. Cleon (cf. Knighis); the elec-
tion was held in March of 424/3.
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withdrew his wick and refused to shine for you if Cleon
became general.5® But you elected him anyway! They say
that bad policymaking afflicts this city, but also that what-
ever mistakes you make the gods convert into suceesses,
And we will easily teach you how even this mistake can
benefit you. H you convict that vulture Cleon of bribery
and theft, then clamp his neck in the pillory, your situation
will be as it was before, and everything will turn out better
for the city, in spite of your mistake.

CHORUS
Join me as well, Phoebus, Lord
of Delos; who dwell on Cynthus’
sheer escarpment of rock;
and you, blest Maiden, who dwell at Ephesus
in the golden house, where Lydian maidens
greatly revere you; '
and our own native goddess,
wielder of the aegis, guardian of the city;
and he who haunts Parnassus’ rock
and glows in the light of pine torches,
eminent among Delphic bacchants,
the reveller Dionysus,

CHORUS LEADER
When we were ready to set forth on our trip here, the
Moon happened to run into us and told us first to say
hello®™ to the Athenians and their allies, but then she ex-

%2 In 424/3 there was a lunar eclipse on 29 October and a solar
eclipse on 21 March, 53 Le. Apollo.

5 Le. Artemnis. 55 Perhaps a jab at Cleon, whom Eupolis
mocked for using the epistolary greeting chairein in an official
dispatch to the Athenians after his victory at Pylos in 424 (fr. 331).
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CLOUDS

pressed her annoyance at the awful way she has been
treated, after helping you all not with mere talk but with
plain action. First of all, she saves you at least a drachma
per month in torches, so that when you go out in the eve-
ning you all say, “Don’t buy a torch, boy; the Moon’s shining
nicely.” She says that though she does you other favors tao,
you don’t keep track of your dates correctly, but scramble
them topsy-turvy, so that the gods scold her, she says, every
time they're misled about a dinner and go home having
missed the festival that was specified in the calendar. Fur-
thermore, when a sacrifice is scheduled, you're busy
armtwisting witnesses and rendering verdicts; and time

- and again, when we gods are holding a fast in moumning for

Memnon or Sarpedon,’ you're pouring libations and
laughing. As a result Hyperbolus, allotted this year to be
Holy Recorder, was stripped of his chaplet by us gods.5
That way he will better understand that the days of his life
should be reckoned by the Moon,

Enter SOCRATES from the Thinkery.

SOCRATES
By Respiration, by Veid, by Aif, I've never seen a man so
rustic anywhere, so inept, brainless, and forgetful, the sort
who tries to learn a few dinky snippets and then forgets
them before he’s learned them. All the same I'll call him

56 Memnon, son of Dawn, and Sarpedon, son of Zeus, were
killed at Troy.

57 Holders of this office represented Athens at the Amphic-
tyonic Couneil at Delphi; perhaps the wind had blown off Hyper-
bolus’ chaplet during an official ceremony.
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CLOUDS

outside here into the light. Where’s Strepsiades? Will you
pick up your bed and come out?

STREPSIAPES
I can’t; the bedbugs won’t let me bring it out!

Enter STREPSIADES.

SOCRATES
Hurry up and put it down, and pay attention.

STREPSIADES
There you are.

SOCRATES
Very well then, what would you begin learning now, of the
subjects you were never taught anything about? Te]l me,
would it be measures, or thythms, or words?

STREPSIADES
T’ll take the measures: the other day a corn dealer shorted
me two quarts.

SOCRATES
That’s not what I'm asking you; I'm asking what you con-
sider to be the most beautiful measure, the three-measure
or the four-measure?

STREPSIADES
1 say nothing beats the gallon.

SOCRATES
You're making no sense, man!

STREPSIADES

“Bet me then, that a gaflon isn’t a four-measure.
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CLOUDS

SOCRATES
To hell with you! You're a stupid clod. No doubt you'd soon
learn about rhythms!

STREPSIADES

But how will these rhythms help me get my daily bread?

SOCRATES

+ To begin with, by making you smart in society, and ena-

bling you to recognize which rhythms are shaped for
marches, say, and which by the finger.®

STREPSIADES
By the finger? That one I know, by Zeus.
SOCRATES
Well, tell me then,
STREPSIADES

What could it be but this finger here? (raising his middle
finger to Socrates) In the old days, when I was a boy, it was
this one.

SOCRATES
You're a brainless lout!

STREPSIADES
The fact is, poor fellow, I don't care to learn any of this
stuff.

SOCRATES
What do you want then?

STREPSIADES
That one, that, that Very Worst Argument!

58 Le. the dactylic meter.

853 del. Dover
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SOCRATES
But there are other things you must learn before that; say,

which of the quadrupeds are strictly speaking masculine.™

STREPSIADES
I certainly know the masculine ones, if 'm not daft: ram,

billy geat, bull, dog, fowl.

SOCRATES
Do you see your mistake? You use the same word to refer
both to the female fowl and the male.

STREPSIADES
How'’s that, I'd like to know?

SOCRATES
How? Fowl and fowl.

STREPSIADES
That’s right, by Poseidon. Now just how am I supposed to
refer to them?

. SOCRATES
“Fowless,” and the other is “fowl.”

STREFPSIADES
Fowless? By Air, that’s good. So good that for this lesson
alone Tl fill up your mortar all around with groats.

SOCRATES _
There, you did it again; this is another example. You refer
to a masculine mortar, though it’s a feminine noun.

59 The following passage parodies sophistic {e.g. Prodicus’)

prescriptions for grammatically more precise usage, in this case,
more consistent marking of the gender of nouns.
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
How soP Do I refer to “mortar” as masculine?

SOCRATES
Absolutely, just like “Cleonymus.”

STREPSIADES
How's that? Tell me.

SOCRATES
For you, “mortar” and “Cleonymus” are formally equiva-
lent. : '

STREPSIADES
But dear fellow, Cleonymus never had a mortar; a round
can was where his kneading was done! Anyway, how should
I say it from now on? ‘ S

SOCRATES
How? “Moité,” just as you say Sostraté.
STREPSIADES
“Mort¢” is feminine?
SOCRATES
That's correct.
' STREPSIADES
1 can handle that: morté, Cleonymé.
SOCRATES

But you still must learn about names, which of them are
masculine and which feminine.

880 Stlvayos West: 8 7 dv a
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
But I know which are feminine.
SOCRATES
Tell me then.
STREPSIADES
Lysilla, Philinna, Cleitagora, Demetria.
SOCRATES
And which are masculine?
STREPSIADES

Zillions: Philotenus, Melesias, Amynias.

SOCRATES
But those aren't masculine, you nitwit!

STREPSIADES
You people don’t think they're masculine?

SOCRATES
Not at all. Look, how would you address Amynias if you
happened to see him?

: STREPSIADES
How? This way: “Over here, over here, Amynial”%
SOCRATES
See? You're calling Amynias a woman.

STREPSIADES
Isn't that appropriate, since she doesnt go out to battle?

60 ig, the vocative ending of Greek masculine narmes in -ias,
is formally like a feminine.

886 A puwins] Apewias V fort. recte
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But what's the point of my learning these things? We all
know them.

SOCRATES
No point at all, by god. (indicating the bed) Just lie down
here.

STREPSIADES
And do what?

SOCRATES
Think out one of your own problems.

STREPSIADES .
Oh please, 1 beg you, not there! If I really must, let me do
my thinking on the ground instead.

SOCRATES
There’s only one way to do this.

STREPSIADES
Heavens me, I'm going to pay the bedbugs dearly today'

Exit SOCRATES.

CHOReT.; 5

Now think and contemplats
nmvaﬁwﬁ

and concentrate; and whenever you hit a dead end,
quickly jump to another

line of thought; and let sweet-spirited sleep

be remote from your eyes.

STREPSIADES
QOuch! Ouch!

13
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CHORUS
What's the matter? What's the trouble?

STREPSIADES

Calamity! I'm undone! Some Cootie-rinthians are crawling
out of this pallet and biting me!

They're chomping my flanks,
draining my lifeblood,
yanking ray balls,

poking my arsehole

and altogether killing mel

CHORUS
Well, don't make such a fuss about it.

STREFSIADES

' Just what do you suggest?

Gone is my money, gone my suntan,
gone my lifeblood, gone my shoes;5
and to top off these misfortunes,

I whistle in the dark,

and I'm all but gone myself!

Enter SOCRATES.

SOCRATES

Hey, what are you up to? Aren’t you thinking?

STREPSIADES

Me? Yes T am, by Poseidon,

SOCRATES

And what have you thought of?

61 In tragic style, reminiscent of Euripides’ Hecuba 159-61.
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CLOUDS

STREFPSIADES
Whether the bedbugs will leave anything of me behind.
SOCBATES
( Oh go to helll |
STREPSIADES

But I'm already there, dear fellow! )
Exit SOCRATES.

CHORUS LEADER
You mustn't soften; cover your head, for you have to d.ts—
cover a fraudacious scheme and a swindle.

STREPSIADES
Damn, if only someone would lay a fraudulent plan on me,
to go with these coverlets!

Enier SOCRATES.

SOCRATES
Now then I'll begin by observing what this one’s up to. You
there, are you asleep?

STREPSIADES
By Apollo, I'm not.
SOCRATES
Have you come up with anything?
STREPSIADES
I certainly haven’t.
SOCRATES

Nothing at all?
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CLOUDS

STREPSIADES
Not a thing, except my cock in my right hand.

SOCRATES
Please cover up and think of something, quick.

STREPSIADES
But what? You tell me that, Socrates.

SOCRATES
First tell me in your own words what you want to discover.

STREPSIADES
You've heard a million times what I want: my interest pay-
ments, a way to avoid paying them to anyone.

SOCRATES
Go on then, cover up; now cut loose your thinking and
refine it; examine the problem piece by piece, correctly
sorting and investigating,
STREPSIADES
Ouch, oh myl

SOCRATES
Hold still; and if you hit a dead end with one of your ideas,
toss it aside and abandon it, then later try putting it in play
again with your mind and weigh it up.

, STREPSIADES
Socratiking, my darling!
SOCRATES

What, old man?
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CLOUDS
STREPSIADES
T've got a fraudacious scheme for dodging interest!
SOCRATES
Present it.
STREPSIADES
Now then, tell me...
SOCRATES
What?
STREPSIADES

Suppose I bought a Thessalian witch and had her pull
down the moon at night, and then locked it up in a round
case, like a mirror, and then stood guard over it.

SOCRATES
And how would that help you?

STREPSIADES
How? If the moon never again rose anywhere, I'd never
pay my interest.

SOCRATES
And why not?

STREPSIADES
Because money is loaned cut by the month!

SOCRATES
That’s good! Now let me toss you something else that's
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challenging. If a lawsuit were filed against you for five
talents, how would you get it dismissed? Tell me.

STREPSIADES
How? How? Don’t know. F've got to think.

SOCRATES
Now don't keep winding yourself up in your thoughis;
rather, unreel your mind into the air, like a beetle leashed

by its leg with a thread.

STREPSIADES
I've found a brilliant dismissal of that lawsuit; even you'll
have to agree.

SOCRATES
‘What sort of dismissal?

STREPSIADES
Have you ever seen that stone at pharmacies, the nice
transparent one, that they light fires with?

SOCERATES
You mean glass?

STREPSIADES
That’s it. OK, what if I got that, and when the clerk was
entering the lawsuit, if 1 stood away a bit, like this, with my
back to the sun, couldn’t I melt away the record of my case?
SOCRATES
By the Graces, that’s ingenious!
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STREPSIADES
Gosh, how good 1 feel! I've had a five-talent lawsuit ex-
punged!

SOCRATES
Come on then, quickly snap up this one.
STREPSIADES
What is it?
SOCRATES

See if you can present a counterargument that rebuts a
lawsuit you were about to lose for lack of witnesses.

STREPSIADES
That's very simple and very easy. . .
SOCRATES
Tell me.
STREPSIADES

Here goes then. When only one case was left on the docket
before mine was called, I could run off and hang myself!

SOCRATES
You're making no sense.

_ STREPSIADES
Heavens above, I am too making sense: nobody’s abdut to
bring a lawsuit against me if I'm dead|

SOCRATES
You're blathering. Get lost! I'm not going to be your
teacher any longer.
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STREPSIADES
Why not? In heaven’s name, please, Socrates!

SOCRATES
But you immediately forget anything you've learned. Look,
what was your first lesson just now? Speak up.

STREPSIADES
Let me see, whatever was first? What was first? What was
it that we knead groats in? Damn me, what was it?

SOCRATES
To hell and be damned with you, you cblivious, moronic
old coot! (he turns his back on Strepsiades)

STREPSIADES
Dear me, I'm out of luck; what’s going to happen to me
now? I'm a goner if 1 don’t learn tongue twisting. You
Clouds, please give me some good advice.

CHORUS LEADER
What we advise, old man, is that if you have a grown-up
son, send him to school in your place.

STREPSIADES
Why, I do have a son, a fine gentleman, but he refuses to
go to school, so what can I do?

CHORUS LEADER
And you give in to him?
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STREPSIADES
Look, he’s well built and hard bodied, and the scion of
Coesyra and her high flown line. But I'll go fetch him; and
if he refuses, I'll throw him out of the house for sure. (to
Socrates) Go inside and wait for me a little while.

CHORUS
{to Strepsiades as he enters his house)
Are you aware that soon
you will get a great many rewards
from us of the gods alene? For this man is ready
to do whatever you command.
(to Socrates as he enters the Thinkery)
And you, recognizing a man infatuated
and visibly keyed up,
will doubtless lap up as much as you can—
but quickly, for this sort of business has a way
of t of taking unexpected turns.

Enter STREPSIADES and PHIDIPPIDES,

STREPSIADES
By Fog, you're not going to stay in this house a moment
longer! Go and feed off Megacles’ colonnade!

PHIDIPPIDES
Good heavens, father, what's gotten into you? By Olympian
Zeus, you're mentally ill.

STREPSIADES
Get aload of that! Olymplan Zeus What stuplthy bellev-
ing in Zeus at your age!
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PHIDIPPIDES
And what’s so funmy about that?

STREPSIADES
Just marveling that a child like you has such old fashioned
ideas. All the same, come over here if you want to broaden
your knowledge, and I’ll tell you a secret that'll make a man
of you when you've learned it, But see that you don’t share
this lesson with anyone else.

PHIDIPPIDES
All right. What is it?
STREPSIADES
You swore just now by Zeus.

PHIDIPPIDES
I did.

STREPSIADES
Now do you see the high value of education? Phidippides,
Zeus does not exist.

PHIDIPPIDES

Then who does?
STREPSIADES
Whirl is king, having kicked out Zeus.
PHIDIPPIDES
Psh, what’s this drivel?
" STREPSIADES

Beliove me, that’s how it is.
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PHIDIPPIDES
Who says so?

STREPSIADES
The Melian Socrates,%2 and Chaerephon, connoisseur of
flea footsteps.

PHIDIPPIDES
Are you so far gone in your insanity that you trust those
bilious quacks?

STREPSIADES

. Watch your mouth, and don’t say anything disrespectful

about sage and intelligent men, men so frugal that not one
of them has ever cut his hair or anointed himself or gone
to the bath house to wash; whereas you have been washing
me out of house and home as if I were already dead! Now
get a move on and take my place at school.

PHIDIPFIDES
But what's even worth learning from people like. that?

STREPSIADES
Are you serious? Whatever wisdom human beings have!
And you’ll find out how ignorant and thick you really are.
Just wait right here a moment.

STREPSIADES enters the Thinkery.

PHIDIPPIDES
Oh dear, what should I do? My father’s off his rocker.

62'Strepsiades confuses Socrates with Diagoras of Melos,
author of a sophistic proof of the nonexistence of the gods, who
was outlawed by the Athenian Assembly around the time Aristo-
phanes was revising Clouds.
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Should I take him to court and have him certified insane,
or report his madness to the coffin makers?

Reenter STREPSIADES with a Slave carrying a patr of fowls.

STREPSIADES
All right, look: what do you call this? Speak up,
PHIDIPPIDES
A fowl. :
STREPSIADES
Good. And this?
PHIDIPPIDES
A fowl.
STREPSIADES

The same for both? You make me laugh! You'd better stop
doing that; call this one here a fowl, this one here a fowless.

PHIDIPPIDES
Fowless? Is this the kind of ingenuity you've learned in
your recent sojourn with that scum of the earth?

STREPSIADES
That and lots more. But every lesson I learned I forgot
right away because I'm too old.

PHIDIPPIDES
I guess that’s also why you've lost your cloak.

STREPSIADES
It’s not lost, merely sublimated..
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PHIDIPPIDES
And what have you done with your shoes, you idiot?

STREPSIADES
As Pericles putit, “T've expended them as required.”® But
come on, get moving, let’s go. Be bad if only te humor your
father. T know I've done the same for you, remember?
When you were a lisping six-year-old, the very first obal
of jury pay I earned I spent on a toy cart for you at the
Diasia,®

PHIDIPPIDES
You'll live: to regret this, just mark my words!

STREPSIADES
Good for you, you listened to me! Come out here, come
out, Socrates! I've brought this son of mine; I persuaded
him against his wishes.

Enter SOCRATES.

SOCRATES
But this one’s still a baby, and doesn’t know the ropesin a
place like this,

PHIDIPPIDES
You learn the ropes: go and hang yourself!

STREPSIADES
Damn you, how dare you curse your teacher?

63 Pericles” public explanation of a suspicious expenditure of
ten talents during the Euboean campaign of 445; cof. Plutarch,
Pericles 23.

54 See 408 n.
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_again, ‘Hyperbolus managed to learn them, for a-

CLOUDS 3

SOCRATES
You hear how he said “wopes™? How babyish, with his lips
all slackl Hon this one ever learn courtroom de-
fence, or summonsing, or effective bamboozhx%%en
h'gh

fee

STREFSIADES

Never mind, just teach him, Hes a horn philosopher at
heart. Why, when he was still a tyke this high, he could
make clay houses at home, and carve boats, and fashion
figwood carts, and he’d make frogs out of pomegranates as
pretty as you please. Just see that he learns that pair of
Arguments, the Better, whatever that may be, and the
Worse, the one that pleads what’s wrong and overturns the
Better. And if not both, by all means teach him at least the
Worsel

SOCRATES
He'll be taught by the Arguments themselves; I'll be else-
where.

STREFSIADES
Just remember this: see that he’s able to counter all just
claims!

Exit SOCRATES; enter BETTER ARGUMENT.

BETTER ARGUMENT
Come out here, exhibit yourself to the spectators, though
you need no encouragement to show off.

Enter WORSE ARGUMENT.
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WORSE ARGUMENT

You go wherever you like: speaking before a crowd I

destroy you much more effectively.

BETTER ARGUMENT
You destroy me? Who do you think you are?

WORSE ARGUMENT
An Argument.

BETTER ARGUMENT
Yes, but a Worse one.

WORSE ARGUMENT

But I'll defeat you despite your claim to be Better than me.

BETTER ABGUMENT
With what smart maneuver?

WORSE ARGUMENT
By inventing novel ideas,

BETTER ARGUMENT

That’s certainly in vogue, thanks to these idiots (indicating

the spectators).

WORSE ARGUMENT
Not idiots; they're smart.

BETTER ARGUMENT
I'll utterly destroy you.

WORSE ARGUMENT
How will you do that, pray tell?
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BETTER ARGUMENT
By pleading a just case.

WORSE ARGUMENT
But I'll upend it in rebuttal, for I flatly deny the existence
of justice.

BETTER ARGUMENT
You deny its existence?

WORSE ARGUMENT
Well then, where fs it?

BETTER ARGUMENT
With the gods.

WORSE ARGUMENT
If that's where justice is, then how come Zeus hasn’t been
destroyed for chaining up his own father?

BETTER ARGUMENT
Yuk, this vileness is going too far. Give me a puke pan!

WORSE ARGUMENT
You're an outmoded old blowhard.

BETTER ARGUMENT
You're a shameless faggot!

WORSE ARGUMENT
A rosy compliment!
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BETTER ARGUMENT
And a clown!
WORSE ARGUMENT
Alily crown!
BETTER ARGUMENT
And a parricide!

WORSE ARGUMENT

You don't realize that you're sprinkling me with gold.
BETTER ARGUMENT

In the old days these words weren't gold but lead.

WORSE ARGUMENT
Nowadays I regard them as a badge of honor.

BETTER ARGUMENT
You're pretty brazen. '

WORSE ARGUMENT
And you're pretty antique.
BETTER ARGUMENT :
[It’s your fault that none of the younger generation wants to

go to school, and one day the Athenians will realize what
sort of education you've been giving the idiots!

WORSE ARGUMENT
You're disgustingly seedy.

BETTER ARGUMENT
And you're prospering, though you used to go begging,
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claiming to be the Mysian Telephus and living on Pen-
deletean bon mots from a little bag.%

WORSFE, ARGUMENT
My, the cleverness—

BETTER ARGUMENT
My, the craziness—

WORSE ARGUMENT
—of your allusion!

BETTER ARGUMENT
—of you, and of the polis that supports you while you de-
file its younger generation!

WORSE ARGUMENT
You won't be this boy’s teacher, Cronus® that you are!

BETTER ARGUMENT
Oh yes I will, if he’s to be kept safe and not coached exclu-
sively in drivel.

WORSE ARGUMENT
(to Phidippides) Come this way and let him rave on.

BETTER ARGUMENT
You'll be sorry if you lay a hand on him!

CHORUS LEADER
Stop your scrapping and name calling. Rather make a pres-

85 The hero of Euripides’ Telephus (extensively parodied in
Acharnians) disguised himself as a beggar to plead his own case.
Pendeletus, mentioned elsewhere only in Cratinus’ Cheirons (fr.
260, ante 429), is said by the scholiast to have been a politician and
a predatory prosecutor.

65 See 398 n. .
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entation: you describe how you used to teach our fore-
bears, and you, the new education. That way the boy will
hear both sides of the case and go to the school of his

choice.

BETTER ARGUMENT
I'm willing to do that.

WORSE ARGUMENT
Soam L

CHORUS LEADER
Excellent. Who will speak first?

WORSE ARGUMENT

Il give him openers; and then, whatever arguments he’s
/made, I'll shoot him down with novel phraselets and con-
7ceptmns and in the end, if he so much as mutters, he’ll get
i his whole face and both eyes stung by debating pomts like

ihornets and so perish,

CHOQORUS
Now these two will demonstrate—
relying on superior dexterity
in argument, and intellectuality,
and maxim-minting ingenuity,
—which of them, by what he says,
will reveal himself the better man.

%4 dparmaerail yerjoerar V
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For here and now

wisdom is wagered on one roll of the dics;
to control it is for my friends

the supreme showdown.

CHORUS LEADER
You crowned the older generation with many good traits
of character; now break out whatever speech is dear to your
beart and tell us your own nature.

BETTER ARGUMENT
Very well, I shall describe how the old education used to
operate in the days when I flourished by propounding
what’s right, and when decency was accepted custom. The
first rule was that not a sound, not even a mutter, should
be heard from a boy. Furthermore, the boys of each neigh-
borhood had to walk through the streets to the music mas-
ter’s all together and in good order, without coats even if
the snow was coming down like chaff. Then he would teach
them to memorize a song—while keeping their thighs
apart!—"Pallas, Dire City Sacker,” or “A Cry Sounds From
Afar,” and to tune their voices to the mode their fathers
handed down. And if any of them clowned around or
jazzed up the song with the sort of riff today’s singers put
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in, these irritating riffles in the style of Phrynis,®” he’d get
a hiding, with plenty of lashes laid on for effacing the
Muses. At the trainer’s the boys had to cross their thighs
when sitting, so they wouldn't reveal anything that would
torment the onlockers; and when they stood up again, they
had to smooth the sand and take care not to leave behind
an image of their pubescence for their lovers to find. And
in those days, no boy would oil himself below the navel,
and so his privates bloomed with dewy down like apricots.
Nor would he liquefy his voice to a simper for his lover and
walk around pimping for himself with his eyes. At dinner
he wasn't allowed to help himself to a head of radish, or to
snatch his elders’ dill or celery, or to eat the tasty tidbits,
or giggle, or sit with his legs crossed.

WORSE ARGUMENT
How antiquated, how like the Dipolieia, how chock full of

67 This citharode from Mantinea won the Panathenaic prize in
456/5 and was an impaertant figure in the development of the new
music of Aristophanes’ day; cf. Pherecrates ft. 155.14 ff.
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cicadas and Cedides and the slaughter of the ox!%

BETTER ARGUMENT
Bat on precisely those foundations my education bred the
men who fought at Marathon, whereas you teach the men
of today to spend their lives muffled in cloaks; and so I
choke with rage when they're supposed to be dancing at
the Panathenaca® and one of them’s holding his shield in
front of his haunch with no regard for Tritogeneial™ Ac-
cordingly, my boy, boldly opt for me, the Better Argument,
and you will learn how to hate the agora and steer clear of
bath houses; to feel shame at what is shameful and flave at
anyone who mocks you; to offer your seats to your elders
when they approach; not to behave rudely towards your
own parents, or do anything else disgraceful that might
infect the image of Modesty; not to burst into a dancing
girl’s house, lest while you’re gaping after that sort of thing
you're struck by a little whore's apple and get your fair
name fractured; and never to talk back to your father, or

88 The Dipolieia, with its ox sacrifice, honored Zeus Polieus;
Cedides (var. Cecides; cf. Cratinus fr. 168) was an early dithyram-
bist; for the cicadas see Knights 1331.

89 In this martial dance (pyrriche), performed naked, the
shield was supposed to be held high and moved vigorously.

™ A formal epithet of Athena.
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by calling him Tapetus™ speak scomfully of his years, many
of which he spent on your fledging.

_ WORSE ARGUMENT
My boy, if you listen to his advice, by Dionysus you'll be
just like Hippoerates® sons,” and people will call you a
clodhopper.

BETTER ARGUMENT
No, you'll be hale and glistening and pass your days in
gymnasia, not in the agora chattering about the thorny
subjects currently in vogue, or being dragged into court
about some trifling, obstinatious, disputatious, ruinatious
case. No, down to the Academy™ you shall go, and under
the sacred olive trees you shall crown yourself with white
reed and have a race with a decent boy your own age,
fragrant with woodbine and carefree content, and the cat-
kins flung by the poplar tree, luxuriating in spring’s hour,
when the plane tree whispers to the elm,

If you follow my recommendations,

and keep them ever in mind,

you will always have a rippling chest, radiant skin,
broad shoulders, a wee tongue,

71 The brother of Cronus, cf, 398 n,

72 Hippocrates, nephew of Pericles, was killed at Delium in
424; his three sons (Demophon, Pericles, and Telesippus) are
ridiculed elsewhere in comedy as being swinish and uneducated,

7 A public park with sporting facilities, and later the site of
Plato’s school.
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a grand rump and a petite dick,

But if you adopt current practices,

you'll start by having

a puny chest, pasty skin,

narrow shoulders, a grand tongue,

a wee rump and a lengthy edict. And he will
persuade you -

to consider all that’s foul fair,

and fair foul,

and furthermore he’ll infect you

with Antimachus’ faggotry.™

CHORUS

Ah, you who practice wisdom

towering and preeminent,

how sweet upon your words

is decency’s Hower!

The people living

in that age of Cronus™ really were fortunate.
(to Worse Argument)

To rebut this, you with your speciously stylish muse

will have to make a truly original speech,

since your opponent has distinguished himself.

CHORUS LEADER
Apparently youll need some impressive schemes to
counter him, if you mean to overthrow your man and avoid
humiliation.

4 According to the scholiast, not the Antimachus of Acharni-
ans 1150 ff; correctly, if this is a man of Phidippides’ generation.
75 See 398 n.
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WORSE ARGUMEN'T

Actually, I'vehad a cramp in my guts for quite a while now,
longing to trash all of his arguments with considered refu-
tations. For this very reason I've earned the name Worse
Argument in intellectual circles, because I pioneered the
idea of arguing what's contrary to established principles of
justice. {to Phidippides) And it'll repay you more money
than you can count, this ability to adopt the worse argu-
ments and yet win. Observe how I cross examine the edu-
cation he believes in. First, he forbids you to bathe in hot
water. (io Better Argument) Now what's your reason for
scorning hot baths?

BETTER ARGUMENT
Because they’re utterly bad and turn a man into a coward.

WORSE ARGUMENT
Stop right there! I've already got you in an unbreakable
hammerlock. Pray tell me which of Zeus’ sons you consider
the heartiest he-man and the doer of the doughtiest deeds?
Speak up.
BETTER ARGUMENT
In my opinion, no hero outclasses Heracles,

WORSE ARGUMENT

But where have you ever seen Heraclean cold baths?™ And
yet who was ever manlier?

BETTER ARGUMENT
That there, that's just the sort of thing the teenagers spend

76 Hot springs were associated with Heracles,
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day after day chattering about, that fills up the bath house
and empties the wrestling schools!

WORSE ARGUMENT

Then you scorn time spent in the agora, while I encourage
it. If it were something bad, Homer would never have
called Nestor, and every other sagacious person, “man of
the agora.” That brings me to the question of the tongue,
which according to my opponent young men should not
exercise. I say they should. And again, he says they should
be decent. That makes two very bad principles. Have you
ever seen anyone get anything good by being decent?

BETTER ARGUMENT
Lots of people. Peleus, for one, got his knife that way.™

WORSE ARGUMENT
A knife? What a civilized reward the poor sucker got! Now
Hyperbolus, the man from the lamp market, has made a
vast amount of money by being a rascal, but never a knife,
no indeed!

BETTER ARGUMENT
And Peleus got to marry Thetis by being decent,

WORSE ARGUMENT
And then she up and deserted him because he wasn't a
roughneck, and no fun to spend the night with between

77 In the Homeric poems agora meant not “market” or “down-
town” {as in Aristophanes’ day) but “place of assembly.”

78 Acastus’ wife propositioned Achilles’ father Peleus; when he
refused her she accused him of attempted rape. Acastus aban-
doned him to the animals in the forest, but the gods gave him a
knife to defend himself.
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the sheets. A woman enjoys being lewdly used. But you're
just a king-sized Cronus.™ My boy, do consider everything
that decency entails, and all the pleasures you stand to lose:
boys, women, dice, fine food and drink, laughs. If you're
deprived of all this, what's the point of living? Now then,
I'll proceed to the necessities of nature, Say you slip up,
fall in love, engage in a little adultery, and then get caught.
You're done for because you're unable to argue. But if you
follow me, go ahead and indulge your nature, romp, laugh,
think nothing shameful. If you happen to get caught in
flagrante, tell him this: that you've done nothing wrong.
Then pass the buck to Zeus, on the grounds that even he
is worsted by lust for women, so how can you, a mere
mortal, be stronger than a god?

BETTER ARGUMENT
But say he listens to you and then gets violated with a
radish and depilated with hot ashP$ What line of argument
will he have on hand to avoid becoming wide-arsed?

WORSE ARGUMENT
And ifhe does become wide-arsed, what’s the harm in that?

BETTER ARGUMENT
You mean, what harm could ever be worse than that?

WORSE ARGUMENT
All right, what will you say if I defeat you on this point?

BETTER ARGUMENT
T'll shut up; what else could I do?

™ See 398 n.
80 A form of vengeance legally available to cuckolded men.
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BETTER ARGUMENT
Gods above, the great majority are wide-arsed! I canvouch
for this one here, anyway, and that one there, and this one
here, with the long hair.

wonsE ArcumENT Lo Her TR Weuse 371y

Well, what have you got to say?

BETTER ARGUMENT

Uncle! You buggers, for heaven’s sake take my cloak; I'm
deserting to your side!

BETTER ARGUMENT dashes into the Thinkery.

WORSE ARGUMENT
Your move: do you want to take this son of yours home, or
shall T teach him oratory for you?

STREPSIADES
Teach him and discipline him, and remember to give him
a sharp edge for me; whet one side of his mug for small-fry
lawsuits, and the other side for meatier business,

WORSE ARGUMENT
Don’t worry, you'll take home a handy sophist.
PHIDIPPIDES

Not to say pasty and ill-starred, if you ask me.

CHORUS
Off with you, then.

WORSE ARGUMENT takes PHIDIPPIDES into the Thinkery.
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(to Strepsiades)
As for you, I think you'll come to regret this.

STREPSIADES enters his own house.

CHORUS LEADER
We want to announce what the judges stand to gain if they
do the right thing and give this Chorus their support. One,

if you want to plow your fields in season, we'll rain on you

- first and everyone else later. Two, we'll guard your crops

and vines against attack either by drought or too much
drenching. But any mortal who would slight our honor as
goddesses should bear in mind what punishments he'll suf-
fer from us: he'll get no wine or anything else from his land,
for when his olives and vines start to sprout, we'll let fly at
them so hard that they’I be sheared off. And if we spot him
making bricks, we’ll start raining and pulverize his roof
tiles with a salvo of hailstones. And when he or any of his

. relatives or friends has a wedding, we’ll rain all night long,
. so that maybe he’ll wish he’d wound up in Egypt instead

of miscasting his vote.
Enter STREPSIADES.

STREPSIADES

. Day five, day four, day three, after that day two, then the
. day that above all days intimidates me, that gives me the
- shivers and scares the crap out of me, because the next day
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is the Old and New Day8! when every single one of my
creditors has vowed to file a lawsuit against me, ruin me,
and wipe me out. I've requested fair and reasonable terms:
“Look, don’t be unreasonable and insist on getting this one
right now; please postpone that one; forgive that one.” But
they say they'll never be paid on those terms, and instead
they yell at me for being dishonest and promise to sue me.
All right, now let them suel! I couldn't care less, if Phidip-
pides has really learned effective oratory. I'll soon find out
if I lmock at the Thinkery. Boy! I say, boy!

SOCRATES answers the door.

SOCRATES
Hello, Strepsiades.

STREPSIADES
The same to you. {giving him a purse) But first, take this
here, since one should show the teacher some apprecia-
tion. And about my son, tell me, has he learned the Argu-
ment that you brought on stage just now?

SOCRATES
He has.

STREPSIADES
Well done, Omnipotent Boondoggle!

SOGRATES
So you can beat whatever lawsuit you like,

81 The last day of the month; felt to bridge the old and the new
month.
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SOCRATES
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¢
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Take him and go.
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SOCRATES goes in.

STREPSIADES
Oho, son! Ta dal Good gracious, how it tickles me right
away to see your color] Now it's clear at first g]ance-that
you're repudiative and contradictive, and that national trait
of ours simply blooms on your face, that “What are you
talking about?” look, that innocent look when you're guilty,
even of a serious crime, oh don’t I know it! Yes, you've got
that Athenian expression all over you! Now then, it’s up to
you to save me, since you ruined me.

PHIDIFPIDES
And just what are you afraid of?

STREPSIADES
The Old and New Day.

PHIDIPFIDES
_You mean there's-a-day. that's old and also new?

STREFSIADES
The very day they promise to file their suits against me!

PHIDIPPIDES
Then the filers will lose, because there’s no way a single
day can become two days.

STREPSIADES
It can’t?

PHIDIPPIDES
How could it? Unless it’s possible that the same woman ¢an
simultaneously be a crone and a girl.

/
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STREPSIADES
But that’s the custom.

PHIDIFPFPIDES
I think it's because they don't correctly understand the
point of the law.

STREPSIADES
And what is the point?

PHIDIPPIDES
Our venerable Solon®? was by nature a lover of the people.

STREPSIADES
So far this has nothing to do with Old and New Day.

PHIDIPPIDES
Well, Solon established the summons on two days, the Old
Day and the New Day, so that filings would occur on the
day of the new moon.

STREPSIADES
And why did he establish Old Day as well?

PHIDIPPIDES
Well sir, that way defendants could appear a day early and
settle out of court, and if they didn't, they'd be in for it on
New Moon Morning,

STREPSIADES
Then why don’t the magjstrates accept the sureties on New
Moon Day, but only on Old and New Day?

82 Archon in 594/3 and credited with lnventlng the traditional
Atherian law code.
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PHIDIPPIDES
I think they're under the same compulsion as the food
inspectors before a festival: to embezzle the sureties as
soon as possible, they start tasting a day early.

STREPSIADES
Well done! (¢o the spectators) You pitiful saps, why are you
sitting there brainless, pure money in the bank for us in-
tellectuals? You're stones, ciphers, mere sheep, a bunch of
empty jars! I've simply got to sing an encomium for me and
this son of mine to celebrate our success.

“Happy Strepsiades,

you yourself were born sage,

and what a son you're rearing!”
That's what my friends will say to me,
and my neighbors too,

in envy, when you win my lawsuits
with your cratory.

But first I want to take you home
and throw you a dinner party.

STREPSIADES and PHIDIPPIDES go into their house. Enter
FIRST CREDITOR with Witness.

FIRST CREDITOR

So is a man supposed to throw away a piece of his own
estate? No, never! An unblushing refusal right at the start
would have been better than this hassle, Here T am drag-
ging you along to witness a summons over my money, and
on top of that I'll be making an enemy of a man from my

i7n
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own neighborhood. But as long as I live I'll never disgrace
my country! T hereby summon Strepsiades——

STREPSIADES
(coming ouiside) Who's that?

FIRST CREDITOR
—to appear on Old and New Day.

STREPSIADES
(to the spectators) 1 call you to witness that he specified
two days. (fo First Creditor) What's the problem?

FIRST CREDITOR
The twelve minas that you borrowed to buy the charcoal
stallion.

STREPSTADES
Horse? Listen to that! You all know that I can't stand any-
thing to do with horses!

FIRST CREDITOR
By Zeus, you also swore by the gods that you'd repay me.

STREPSIADES
I won't, by Zeus; back then, my Phidippides hadn't yet
learned the irrefutable Argument.

FIRST CREDITOR
And for that reason you now intend to deny the debt?

STREPSIADES
Well, what other return will I get on his tuition?
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FIRST CREDITOR

And you'll be willing to forswear it by the gods, wherever
I prescribe?

STREPSIADES
What sort of gods?

FIRST CREDITOR
Zeus, Hermes, Poseidon.

STREPSIADES
Certainly Zeus! I'd even put down an extra three obols to

swear by him!
FIRST CREDITOR
Then I hope your shamelessness ruins you yet!

STREPSIADES
(patting the First Creditor’s belly) This here would do
nicely with a brine treatment.%?

FIRST CREDITOR
Good god, you're making fun of me!

STREPSIADES
It'Nl hold ten liters.

FIRST CREDITOR
So help me mighty Zeus, so help me all the gods, you won't
get away with treating me this way!

STREPSIADES
“Gods!” That's wonderfully amusing. Swearing by Zeus is
a joke among the cognoscenti.

83 Le, as 2 preliminary to tanning, to make a wineskin,
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FIRST CREDITOR
Mark my words, the time will come when you'll get your
just deserts for this. But for now, just tell me before I go
whether you intend to repay me or not.

STREPSIADES
Just hold still; I'll be right back with a straight answer for

you.
STREPSIADES goes into his house.

FIRST CREDITOR
(to the Witness}What do you think he'll do? Do you think
he’ll pay? '

STREPSIADES returns with ¢ moriar,

STREPSIADES
Where’s the guy who’s demanding the money from me?
Tell me, what’s this?

FIRST CREDITOR
That? A mortar,

STREPSIADES
And you're demanding money, after an answer like that? I
wouldn't repay a single penny to anyone who calls a morté
a mortar,

FIRST CREDITOR
I take it you won't pay.

STREFSIADES
Not as far as I know. Now take a hike, and make it snappy
too, away from my door.
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FIRST CREDITOR
I'm going, But be aware that I'll be depositing sureties if
it’s the last thing I do! '

STREPSIADES
Then you'll be throwing that away on top of the twelve
minas. Still, I don't want that to happen to you just because
you were simple enough to say “mortar.”

Exit FIRST CREDITOR with Witness. Enter SECOND CREDI-
TOR.

SECOND CREDITOR
Oh me, ok my!

STREFPSIADES
ELP Who can this be, beating his breast? Could it possibly
be one of Carcinus’ deities that made that sound?®

SECOND CREDITOR
Who am I? Why do you want to know? A man ill-fated,

STREPSIADES
Then keep it to yourself.

SECOND CREDITOR
O cruel deity, 0 mischance that unhorsed my chariot raill
O Pallas, how you have ruined mel®

STREPSIADES
And what harm has Tlempolemus ever done you?

446), served as a general in 431, and had three sons who were
famous dancers; one of them, Xenocles, also wrote tragedies. -

%5 These lines parody Alcmena’s speech in the tragedy Licym-
nius by Carcinus’ son, Xenocles; Tlempolemus had killed her half-
brother.
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SECOND CREDITOR
Don't mock me, sir; just tell your son to pay back the
money he borrowed, especially now that I'm in a bad way.

STREPSIADES
What money is that?

SECOND CREDITOR
‘What he borrowed!

STREPSIADES
Then you really are in a bad way, it seems to me.

SECOND CREDITOR
Yes, by heaven, I was driving a chariot and fell off.

STREPSIADES
The way you're jabbering, I'd say you fell off your rocker!
SECOND CREDITOR
Me jabber, just wanting to get my money back?
STREPSIADES
There’s no way youw'll ever regain your sanity.

SECOND CREDITOR
How so?

STREPSIADES
In my opinion, there’s something wrong with your brain,
SECOND CREDITOR
And in my opinion, by Hermes, you're going to get a sum-
mons from me if you don’t repay my money.
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STREPSIADES
So tell me, do you think that Zeus rains new water every
time, or that the sun draws up from below the very same
water again?
SECOND CREPITOR
I don’t know and I don’t care!

STREPSIADES
Then how can you justifiably ask for your money back,
knowing nothing of meteorology?

SECOND CREDITOR

Look, if you're short, at least pay me the interest on my
money.

STREPSIADES
This “interest,” what sort of beast is it?

SECOND CREDITOR
None other than the tendency of a given sum of money to

grow ever bigger and bigger, day by day and month by

month; as time flows by.

STREPSIADES
Well said. Now then, the sea: do you think it's any bigger

now than it used to be?

SECOND CREDITOR
Certainly not; it’s the same. It’s against the rules for it to
be bigger.
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STREPSIADES
Then what ahout this, you sadsack: if the sea grows no
bigger even though rivers flow into it, where do you get off
looking to make your money grow bigger? So prosecute
yourself right off my property! Boy, fetch me my goad!

SECOND CREDITOR
(to the spectators) Be my witnesses to this!
STREPSIADES
Giddyup! Quit stalling! Get going, you branded nag!

SECOND CREDITOR
This is a clear case of assault!

STREPSIADES
Move out! I'm going to grab you and shove this goad up
your thoroughbred arsehole! Running off, eh? I knew I'd
get you to move, for all your wheels and tearms of steeds.

SECOND CREDITOR runs off. STREPSIADES goes into house.

CHORUS
How momentous it is to lust for villainous business,
like this old man: in the grip of this lust,
he wants to avoid repaying
the money he borrowed.

And today for sure,
he’ll lay hold of some business
that will make this sophist suddenly
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<pay dearly for>
all the wrongful activities he undertook.

For I think he’ll soon find
what he’s long been asking for,
a son grown formidable
at arguing views counter
to what's right, so that
he can beat anyone he may meet,
even if he argues what’s totally bad.
¢ But maybe, just maybe,
‘% his father will wish
- his son were mute,

STREPSIADES runs from the house, pursued by PHIDIR

PIDES.

STREPSIADES
Help! Help! Neighbors, kinsmen, fellow demesimen, res-
cue me any way you canl I'm being beaten! Oh dear, my
unlucky headl My jaw! (to Phidippides) You scum, you'd
beat your father? :

PHIDIPPIDES
That's right, father.

STREPSIADES
See, he admits beating me!

PHIDIPPIDES
Sure I do.

1312 érirer Hermann: émelirer RV: élvrer cett.
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STREPSIADES
You scum, you parricide, you criminal!
PHIDIPPIDES

Call'me those very names again, and worse. Do you know
1 enjoy being called lots of bad names?

STREEPSIADES
You giant arsehole!

PHIDIPPIDES
Strew me with lots of roses!

,  STREPSIADES
You're beating your father?

PHIDIPPIDES
God yes, and I'll prove that T was nght to beat you.

STREPSIADES

Scum of the earth! Just h .
father? Just how could it be right to beat a

’ PHIDIFPIDES
Tl demonstrate, and I'll win the argument too.

STREPSIADES
You'll win that argument?

PHIDIPPIDES
Completely, with no sweat. Just choose which of the two
arguments you-want to defend.

7
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STREFSIADES
What do you mean, two arguments?

" PHIDIPPIDES
The Better or the Worse.

STREPSIADES
By god I truly have had you taught to speak against what's
right, my boy, if you can carry this proposal, that it’s right
and good for a father to be beaten by his sons,
PHIDIPPTIDES
But I think I can earry it. When you've heard me out, not
even you will have anything to say in rebuttal.

STREPSIADES
All right then, I'd like to hear your side of the argument.

CHORUS
Your task, old man, is to figure a way
to master your opponent,
for if he had nothing up his sleeve
he wouldn’t have been so sassy.
Yes, there’s something that feeds his mettle; certainly
the man’s boldness is plain.

CHORUS LEADER
But now you're supposed to tell the Chorus how this quar-
rel originally started, though you'll do that anyway.
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8 Simonides of Ceos {c. 556-468) composed this victory ode
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STREPSIADES
I will indeed tell you how our name-calling first started.
You'll recall that we were having a feast. First of all T asked
him to pick up his lyre and sing a song by Simonides, the
one about how Ram got shorn,® and he right away said it
was old fashioned to play the lyre and sing at a drinking
party, like a woman hulling barley.

PHIDIPPIDES
Why, right then and there you should have been pounded
and stomped—asking me sing, as if you were throwing a
feast for cicadas!

STREPSIADES
That’s just the kind of thing he kept saying there in the
house, what he’s saying now. And he said that Simonides
was a bad poet! I only just put up with it, but I did put up
with it, at first. Then T asked him if he would at least take
a myrtle sprig®” and sing me something from the works of
Aeschylus. And he right away said, “In nry opinion, Aeschy-
lus is chief among poets—chiefly full of noise, incoherent,
a windbag, a maker of lofty locutions.” Can you imagine
how that jolted my heart? But I bit back my anger and said,
“All right then, recite something from these modern poets,
that brainy stuff, whatever it is.” And he right away tossed
off some speech by Euripides about how a brother, god
save me, was screwing his sister by the same mother{® I

(fr. 507 Campbell) around the turn of the fifth century for a wres-
tler who had defeated Crius of Aegina {the name means “Ram™)
at the Nemean games. 87 The custom at symposia when a
singer did not accompany himself on the lyre.

8 An allusion probably to Macareus and Canace in the tragedy
Aeolus.
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couldn’t put up with it any longer, but right away started
pelting him with lots of nasty, dirty words. And from that
point on, as you might expect, we laid into each other word
for word. Then he jumps up at me, and starts to bash me
and thump me and throttle me and crush mel

. PHIDIPPIDES
And didn't you have it coming, for refusing to praise
Euripides, a genius?

" 'STREPSIADES
Oh, that one’s certainly a genius, you, oh what'1 T eall you?
No, Tl only get beaten all over again.

PHIDIPPIDES
Zeus yes, and you'd deserve it!

STREPSIADES

Just how would I deserve it? I'm the one who raised you,
you brazen ingrate, the one who listened to all your baby
talk and knew what you meant. If you said “dwik,” I would
know to get you a drink. When you asked for “babba,” I'd
be there with bread. And before you even finished saying
“poopie,” I'd pick you up, take you outside, and hold you
at arm’s length. But when you were choking me just now,
and I was bellowing and screaming that I had to shit, you
balked at taking me outside, you scur, but you kept chok-
ing me until I made poopie right there!
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CHORUS
I'm sure the hearts of the young
are throbbing to hear his reply.
If he can practice that sort of behavior,
and then win approval by glib talk,
we’d value the oldsters” hides
at nary a fig,
CHORUS LEADER
The floor is yours, you instigator and engineer of novel
discourse. Find a way to talk us into thinking what you say
is right.
PHIDIPPIDES
How agreeable is intimacy with novel and clever activities,
and the power to scorn established customs! Back when I
had a one-track mind for horse racing, I couldn’t get three
words out before I stumbled over them. But now that my
adversary himself has made me give all that up, and I'm at
home with subtle ideas, arguments, and contemplations,
(Tm sure I can demonstrate that it’s right to spank one’s

father. ]

STREPSIADES
Back to the cavalry then, by Zeus! I'd much rather support
a four-horse team than get beaten to a pulp.

PHIDIPPIDES
I'll pursue my argument from the point where you cut me
off, and first ask you this: did you beat me when I was a
boy?
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STREPSIADES
Yes indeed, out of good will and concern.

PHIDIPPIDES
Then tell me, if administering beatings is an expression of
| good will, isn’'t it right that I show you good will in the same
| way, with a beating? How is it fair that your body should
 be immune from blows, but not mine? “The children wail;
5 you think the father shouldn’t?® You'll reply that this
treatment of children is customary; but I'd counter that old
| men have become children again. And it makes better
l sense for old men to wail than young ones, in that their

\ misbehavior is less appropriate.

STREPSIADES
But nowhere is it the law that a father be treated this way.

PHIDIPPIDES

Well, wasn't it a man like you and me who originally pro-
posed this law and persuaded the ancients to adopt it? If
so, am I any less free to establish in my turn a new law for
the sons of tomorrow, that they should beat their fathers
back? We award ammnesty to fathers for all the blows we got
before the law took effect, and we waive compensation for
| our beatings. Consider how_roosters and other such crea-
tures stand up to their fathers. After all, how do they differ
from us, except that they don’t legislate?

STREPSIADES
If you're going to ape roosters in every respect, then why

89 Adapting Euripides, Alcestis 691 {Pheres to his son Ad-
metus, who had asked him to die in his stead): “You like the
daylight; you think your father doesn't®”
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don’t you peck dung too, and sleep on a perch?

_ PHIDIPPIDES
That’s different, sir, as Socrates would agree.

STREPSIADES
In that case don't beat me; if you do, you'll kick yourself
one day.

PHEDIFPIDES
‘Why is that?

STREPSIADES
Because I'm within my rights to spank you, and you to
spank your son, if you have one,

PHIDIPPIDES
But if I don't have one, I'll have wailed for nothing and
you'll go to your grave laughing at mel!

STREPSIADES
In my opinion, you gentlemen of my own age out there,
his argument is right, and we should concede that these

youngsters have made a valid point, It’s only fitting that we
should wail if we misbehave.

PHIDIPPIDES
Now consider yet another proposition.

STREPSIADES
No, it'll be the death of me!

PHIDIPPIDES
Not at all; you may even be less-annoyed about what just
happened.to you.

STREPSIADES

How soP Explain what further benefit you can bring me
out of all this! .

o
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PHlDII.’PIDES
I'll beat mother as 1 beat you.

STREPSIADES
What's that? What did you say? That’s different, a far
greater crime!

PHIDIPPIDES
And what if I use the Worse Argument to defeat you on
the resolution, it’s right to beat one’s mother?

STREPSIADES
Just this: if you do, nothing will save you from jumping into
the Pit® along with Socrates and the Worse Argument.
Clouds, it’s your fault this has happened to me! I trusted
you with all my affairs.

CHORUS LEADER
No, you've only yourself to blame, since you took the
twisted path that leads to evildoing.

STREFPSIADES
Then why didn’t you tell me that at the start, instead of
leading an old bumpkin on?

%0 Where criminals were executed.
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CHORUS LEADER
We do the same thing every time to anyone we catch Iust-
ing for shady dealings: we plunge him into calamity until
he learns respoct for the gods.
STREPSIADES
Ah, Clouds, a lesson hard but just! T shouldn’t have tried
to get out of repaying the money I borrowed. Now, dear
son, what say you come with me and help me destroy that

scum Chaerephon and Socrates for cheating you and me
both?

PHIDIPPIDES
But I couldn’t do my teachers any harm.

STREPSIADES

Oh yes you should: to Zeus of the Fathers tender your
respect!

PHIDIFPIDES

Listen to him, *Zeus of the Fathers”! How antiquated! Do
you think there’s a Zeus?

SN STREPSIADES
/ o g T
1o, fax 7
PHIDIPFIDES (5)?3‘? ~
There isn't, no, because Whirl is king, having kicked out) Pk
Zeus. )
STREPSIADES

He hasn't kicked him out. I thought he had, because of this
Whirligig ® What a poor sap I was to treat you, a mere

91 See 380 n.
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piece of pottery, like a god!

PHIDIFPIDES
Stay here and rant and rave to yourself.

PHIDIPPIDES goes inside.

STREPSIADES

Dear me, what lunacy! I must have been insane when I
rejected the gods for Socrates.&Ve]I, Hermes old friend,?2

don’t be angry with me or bring me some disaster, but
forgive me for taking leave of my senses because of their

idle taﬂilYou be my counsellor: should I stap them with an
indictment and pursue them in court? Or whatever you

think best. (putting his ear closer to Hermes) That's good
advice: I shouldnt cobble up lawsuits but rather burn

down the idle talkers” house as quick as T can. Xanthias,
come out here; bring a ladder and a hatchet with you. Now 5 /-
if you love your master, climb up onto the Thinkery and ' ~

demolish the roof, until you bring the house down on 3 JJ\L Thikey

them. Now somebody fetch me a lighted torch; I'll make
someone in there pay dearly for what they've done to me,
even if they gre big-time blowhards!

Xanthias, a Slave, and STREPSIADES climb on to the roof
of the Thinkery.

FIRST PUPIL
(inside) Help! Help!

STREPSIADES
Go on, torch, launch lots of fire!

92 Images of Hermes stood in the street outside houses.
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PUPILS rush out.
FIRST PUPIL
What are you doing, man?

STREPSIADES
What am I doing? What do you think? I'm mincing words
with the rafters of your housel

SECOND PUPIL
(at @ window) Me oh my, who's torching our house?

STREPSIADES
It's me, whose cloak you stole!

SECOND PUPIL
You'll kil us, Idll us!

STREPSIADES
That’s precisely my intention, if this hatchet doesn’t betray
my hopes or I fall first and break my neck!

SOCRATES rushes outside.

SOCRATES ,
You there, you on the roof, what do you think you're doing?

STREPSIADES
I tread the air and scrutinize the sun!

SOCRATES
Ah, poor me, I'm going to choke to death!

SECOND PUPIL
And my wretched fate is to be burned up! .

SECOND PUPIL jumps to the stage as STREPSIADES and
Xanthias descend from the roof,
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STREPSIADES
Then what was the idea of outraging the gods and peering
at the backside of the Moon? Chase them! Hit them! Stone
them! They've got it coming many times over, but most of
all for wronging the gods.

SOCRATES and PUPILS flee, pursued by STREPSIADES and
Xanthias.

GHORUS
Lead the dancers on their way:
we've done enough performing for today.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Wasps was produced by Aristophanes himself! at the
Lendea of 422 and placed second; Philonides placed first
with The Preview (Proagon) and Leucon third with Am-
bassadors. 1t is likely, however, that Aristophanes also
wrote The Preview: ancient citations from it are ascribed
to Aristophanes, never to Philonides, who produced at
least two other plays for Aristophanes (Amphigraus in 414
and Frogs in 405). Perhaps Aristophanes’ failure with
Clouds at the previous year’s Dionysia inclined him against
producing there in 422, so that he entered two plays at the
Lenaea; there may even have been a rule preventing last-
place finishers at the Dionysia from producing there in the
following year.?

Wasps satirizes Athenian jurors and criticizes their
staunch devotion to demagogic politicians. As in Knights,
the chief demagogue is Cleon, who is again harshly carica-
tured, this time as a malevolent watchdog. Cleon had
recently recovered from a political eclipse: after the Athe-

1 Cf. lines 1017-22.

2 As has been argued from a statement by Eratosthenes about
the comic poet Plato: “He was successful so long as he produced
comedies for other poets, but when he first produced his own play
Staff’ Bearers he placed fourth and was shunted back to the Le-
naean contest” (POxy. 273744 = Plato test, 7 K-A).
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nian defeat at Delium in late 424 and the subsequent loss .

ipolis, public opinion had tumed against his ag-
;f;zgvghlvg:: poﬁcies, SDPﬂlat he was not reelec'ted to the
board of generals; and in spring 423 the Athenians voted,
against his advice, in favor of a one-year truce with Sparta.
But then Scione and Mende revolted from Ai:,hens, provok-
ing a resurgence of anti-Spartan sentiment in -Athens ani
reviving Cleon’s political fortunes; in Wasps heis porl:rfa){i}el
as planning judicial revenge against L.aches, one of the
proposers of the truce. But the focus in Wasps is not so
ruch on Cleon personally as on how he. and other dema-
gogues could (allegedly) manipulate the jury courts, a cenl;
tral Athenian institution, for their own purposes: to attac
political opponents, shake down the rich, and Eocket t(lilse
money that rightfully belonged to the People. Asin C}'oub .
the play’s satirical themes are exemphﬁe.d by a conflict be-
tween an uncouth father and his sophistlcated.son, though
this time the characterizations are more spacious and the
has a larger role.
S(mLcweclf—:cngl (Philocleon), a fierce member of the gen-
eration that defeated the Persians and built the Atl?eman
empire, has surrendered control of his estate to his ele-
gant, well-to-do son, Loathecleon (Bdelycle?n), and now
spends his time sitting on juries. His fellow jurors, repre-
sented by the waspish Chorus, are members of the same
generation, but they, unlike Lovecleon, must re%y solel_y_ on
their jury pay to support themselves and their fam-!hesf.‘
Loathecleon regards his father’s passion for the .hard life (;1
a juror as sheer madness. After fruitlessly trying sever:
cures, Loathecleon and his slaves barricade Lovecleon in
the house. But in the face of determined escape attempts
and a battle with the Chorus, who regard Loathecleon as
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an enemy of the people, Loathecleon offers to debate his
father on the virtues of jury service, winner take all.
In his {quite rational) defence, Lovecleon stresses the

juror’s power and independence, the importance of the
juror’s pay to the older generation, and the pleasure taken
by poor, elderly jurors in lording it over, and especially in
convicting, rich young defendants, In his rebuttal, Loathe-
cleon demonstrates that the jurors are actually slaves of
men like Cleon, that the defendants they convict are the
real benefactors of Athens, and that the jurors’ pay is a
mere pittance; Loveclecn and his friends, whose toil made
Athens unprecedentedly prosperous, deserve to live a life
of luxury, but as it is, the politicians, who contribute noth-
ing to Athens, reap all the rewards, Loathecleon offers to
provide just such a life of luxury for his father, if he will

abandon the courts and stay at home; if he likes, he can

even set up his own lawcourt in the courtyard. The Chorus
is won over, and Lovecleon has no choice but to obey his

$OM. ‘

Aristophanes now exploits the parallelism between
Lovecleon’s position in the city (enthrallment by the vulgar
Cleon) and his status in his own household (dependence
on his cultivated son) in order to consider what might hap-
pen if men like Loathecleon were to win the allegiance of
Cleon’s followers and introduce them to the finer things of
life. At first, the plan goes well. Lovecleon is allowed to
judge a case involving two household dogs: Demadogue
(Cleon) prosecutes Grabes-(Laches) for the theft of some
Sicilian cheese.® Thanks to Loathecleon’s intervention,
Grabes is acquitted on the grounds that he is a good dog

3 See 240 n.
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who works hard for the people and stole only for their
good, while Demadogue is well fed for doing nothing.
Then in the parabasis Aristophanes claims, much like
T.oathecleon, that his efforts to expose Cleon and his ilk
have always aimed to help the people; and the Chorus
recapitulates the contributions of the older generation and
vows henceforth to reward only those who make similar
contributions.

Now Loathecleon invites his father to an elegant ban-
quet and coaches him in the appropriate etiquette, But the
banquet is a disaster: Lovecleon becomes drunk and dis-
orderly, insulting the guests, abducting the girl piper, and
assaulting every ordinary citizen he meets on his way
home. To make matters worse, he rudely rejects every
atterapt by his victims and his son to settle out of court.
Loathecleon can only look on helplessly. Clearly the vul-
garity, selfishness, and aggression that Lovecleon displayed
as a juror have not been lost but only let loose on society
at large. Apparently Loathecleon’s suggestion—that the
ordinary folk who fight for Athens should be allowed to
enjoy the fruits of their valor, but leave the details of gov-
emment to wiser heads—works better in theory than in
practice, at least in the case of the incorrigible Lovecleon.

Text

One papyrus presexves fragments of Wasps.® There are
twelve medieval MSS that represent four independent
witnesses: RV and j, the archetype of the recentiores

4 POxy. 1374 (V), containing parts of some 150 lines from
443-878,
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Vp2HLVv17B (which derive from Triclinian editions) and
¥p3C (which do not}. In Wasps any two of these witnesses
may agree in exror against the other two, showing that the
medieval transmission of the play was open, though V pre-
serves more true readings alone than any of the other

thres. : :

Sigla '

R Ravennas 429 {¢. 950)

5 readings found in-the Suda

v Venetus Marcianus 474 (XI/XII)
T Laurentianus 31.15 (¢. 1325)
Vp3  Vaticanus Palatinus 128 (XV)

C Parisinus gr. 2717 (XV/XVI)
Vp2  Vaticanus Palatinus 67 (XV)

H Hauniensis 1980 {(XV)

L Holkhamensis 88 (XVir)

Vvl7 Vaticanus gr. 2181 (XIVe}

B Parisinus Regius 2715 (XIV*r)

a the archetype of RVIY
i the hyparchetype of Vp3CVp2HLVv17B

Annotated Editions

F.H M. Blaydes {Halle 1893)
W. J. M. Starkie (London 1897)
{3. van Leeuwen (Leiden 1509)
. B. Rogers (London 1915), with English translati
, tion.
D. M. MacDowell (Oxford 1971) gl -
A. H. Sommerstein (Warminster 1983), with English trans-
Tation.
G. Mastromareo (Turin 1983), with Italian tr i
G. Paduano (Milan 1950} an transation.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

S081AS, slave of SILENT CHARACTERS
Loathecleon DoNgEY of Loathecleon
XANTHIAS, slave of Bovs, sons of the Chorus
Loathecleon menmbers
LOATHECLEON, a wealthy SLAVES of Loathecleon
young man GRABFS, a dog of Aexone
LOVECLEON, his father KiTCcHEN UTENSILS
Boy, the Chorus Leaders PuppIEs of CGrabes
son . DARDANTS, a girl piper
DEMADOGUE, watchdog of VicTims of Lovecleon
Cydathenaeum CHAEREPHON
VicTiM of Lovecleon WITNESS for the Accuser
MYRTIA, a breadwoman ~ SoNs oF CARcINus, three
Accuser of Lovecleon dancers
CARCINUS

CHORUS of old jurymen
(imagined as wasps)

NOTE. Loathecleon and Lovecleon translaie the ficHonal
Greek names Bdelycleon and Philocleon,
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1The Corybants were Asiatic divinities whose worship fea-
tured frantic dancing.
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The stage building represents the house of LOVECLEON
and LOATHECLEON, who is asleep on the roof. Netting
covers the entire house, and the slaves sosIAs and xAN-
THIAS guard the door

SOSIAS
Hey Xanthias, you damned. jinx, what’s the matter with
you?
XANTHIAS
(waking up) I'm learning how to relieve the night watch.

S50SIAS
Then your ribs will have a bad grudge against you. Don't
you realize what a monster we've got in our custody?

XANTHIAS
Certainly; that's why I want to absent me from solicitude
awhile,

SOSIAS
Take your own chances then. Why should I care? Some-
thing pleasant is beginning to drop over my eyeballs too.
(he snoozes, then begins to thrash about)

XANTHIAS .
Whoa there, are you losing your mind, or having a cory-
bantic fit?!
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S0OSIAS
No, Sabazius? has put me under a sleepy spell.

XANTHIAS
S0 youre bowing your head to Sabazius just like me. A
mement ago a snoozy slumber invaded my eyelids too, like
a platoon of Persians. And I just had an amazing dream,

SOSIAS

Me too—no lie—like none I've ever had. But you tell yours
first, '

XANTHIAS
I saw a great big eagle swoop down into the market and
snatch up a bronzed shield in its talons and take it right up

to the sky, and then it became Cleonymus and lost its
shield!

SOSIAS
Cleonymus does make a fine riddle at that.
XANTHIAS
How so? :
SOSIAS

A man could challenge his fellow drinkers by asking, “what
beast sheds its shield on land, in the air, and at sea?”

2 A Phrygian god associated with Dienysus and popular with
wornen and slaves. ' '

0 ZaBdlor a: o Saiwora Herwerden
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XANTHIAS
Uh oh, what sort of bad luck is coming my way, having a
dream like that?

SOSIAS
Don't worry, nothing awful’s going to happen, god forbid.
XANTHIAS
Still, there’s something awful about a man shedding his

gear. But tell me your dream now,

SOSIAS
Oh, it's momentous, it’s about the whole ship of state.

FANTHIAS
Hurry up then, tell me the hull story!

SOSTAS
Just as I was nodding off, I dreamed that sheep were meet-
ing in Assembly on the Pnyx,? wearing cheap jackets and
carrying walking sticks; then a ravening dragon started ha-
ranguing these sheep with a voice like a scalded pig.

XANTHIAS
Yuk!
S0OSIAS
What is it?
3 See Knights 42 n,

227



40

45

ARISTOPHANES

EANOIAS
~ -~ Y h‘/ .
wabe wade, pay Aéye
> 4 -~
8le wdriorov Totwimvioy Blpoms oampds.
ZOITAS
&0 % waps. ddrhaw’ Exovoa Tpurdimy
rd
{ory Boewov Snudv.
EANBIAS
oipou Beihatos
I
Tov dfpor Hudw Bodherar ducrdrat.
IOZIAZ
¢ ¢ é DS TAnTiov
EB6Ke € pov @ecup\oe ouTT) . 11’ .
yapai kafijobor Ty Kepakiy KOPAKOS EXwD.
elr' AhkeBuddnys elme mpds pe TP&U)\.LC:O‘.S'
. -
“6\ds, @émhos Ty redalny kéhakos EXer.
HAN®IAZ
2 L4
dpbis ye roiir’ Alkifuddns érpadhioer.
IOZIAT
{ Skeety’ dAAG & Béwpos képaf
ottcour éxely’ dAAdKOTOV, I
yryrperos;
EANGIAZ
Hieor, AN dprorov.
IQZTAZ
m?)g;
EANGIAS
Srws,

s\ LI T 3 jfai¢v g K‘;Paf‘
dvfpomos Qv €lr éyéver € M

228

WASPS

XANTHIAS

Stop talking, stop! Your dream reeks horribly of rotten
hides.*

SOSIAS
Then this sickening dragon was holding a pair of scales and
weighing pea pulse.
XANTHIAS
Good heavens, he means to divide our people!

S0SIAS
And I dreamed that Theorus was squatting on the ground
beside the dragon, with the head of a plover. Then Alci-
biades said to me in his baby lisp, “Wookit! Theowus has
the head of a gwoveller!

XANTHIAS
Alcibiades wag wight about that|
SOSIAS
Well, isn't it eerie, Theorus turning into a plover?
XANTHIAS
Not at all; its a very good sign.
SOSIAS
How so?
XANTHIAS

Look: first a man, then suddenly a plover; isn't it plain as

4 Identifying the dragon as Cleon, portrayed as a tanner in
Kaights. Theorus is often mentioned as a crony of Cleon’s, Alei-
biades, nephew of Pericles, was now about 30 and just beginning
his notorious political career.
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day that Theorus is up and leaving us and going to the
vultures?

SOSIAS
Say, why don’t I put you on a two obol salary, since you
interpret dreams so cleverly?

XANTHIAS :
All right then, it’s time I let the audience in on the plot.
But first I'll give them the following short preface. Don't
cxpect anything terribly grand, or conversely, any jokes
swiped from Mogara, We've got no pair of slaves broad-
casting basketfuls of nuts to the spectators, no Heracles
cheated of his dinner, no Euripides once again taking out-
rageous abuse, and even if Cleon had the pure luck to
shine,” we won’t make mincemeat out of the same man
twice.® No, ours is a simple plot with a point, no brainier
than you are yourselves, but more artistic than lowbrow
comedy, Very well then: that's our master up there, the big
man asleep on the roof. He’s put his father under house
arrest and posted us as sentries to prevent his escape. His
father, you see, suffers from a bizarre sickness, which no
one here will be able to recognize or diagnose unless we
tell you. Go ahead then, take a guess. Pronapes’ son

3 Perhaps referring to the recent revolt of Scione, which oc-
curred only days after the Athenians, on the advice of Laches (240
n.), had made a truce with Sparta against Cleon’s advice; Cleon
then passed a motion to besiege and punish Scione (Thucydides
4.118-22).

8 A reference to the attack on Cleon in Knights.
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Amynias here says he's addicted to gambling,
SOSIAS
Wrong! He's using his own symptoms to guess the disease.

XANTHIAS
He's wrong, but the affliction does begin with “addicted
t0.” Now Sosias here is telling Dercylus that he’s addicted

to drink.”

SOSIAS
Not at all; that disease afflicts only gentlemen.

XANTHIAS
Nicostratus of Scambonidae® has a different guess, that
he’s addicted to holding sacrifices or entertaining guests.

S$O8IAS

Doggonit no, Nicostratus, not a philoxenist; Philoxenus is
a faggot.

XANTHIAS
You're getting nowhere with all this hot air; you'll never
find the answer. If you really want to know, then be quiet.
I'm going to tell you what the masters sicknessis: addiction
to jury service, and the world’s worst case! That's his pas-
sion, judging, and he groans if he can’t sit on the front
bench. At night he gets no sleep, not a wink, and even if
he does nod off for the merest instant, his mind’s still over

7 Neither man is identifiable,

8 A perennially successful commander and an associate of Ni-
cias.
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there fluttering around the water clock all night long.? He’s
so used to holding a voting pebble that he gets out of bed
with his first three fingers pressed together, like somebody
offering incense at the new moon. By heaven, if he sees
“Pyrilampes” son Demos is cute”!° written on a doorway,
he goes and writes next to it “the baliot box is cute.” When
the cock started crowing just after bedtime, he claimed it
had been bribed by the magistrates under audit to wake
him up too late. Right after dinner he calls for his sandals
and goes out to stand watch before the courthouse, cling-
ing to the post like a barnacle. From sheer nastiness he
scratches a long penalty line for all convicts, and comes
home with his nails caked with wax like a honeybee or a
bumblebee. He was so scared he’d run out of voting peb-
bles that he keeps a whole beach in the house. That's how
crazy he is, and the more you reason with him, the more
cases he hears. So we've shut him in behind bars, and we
watch so he doesn’t escape. That's because his son’s taking
his sickness very hard. At first he tried soothing words to
persuade him not to wear a flimsy cloak and leave the
house, but he wouldn't listen. Next he tried immersion and
exorcism, but he didn't yield. Then he joined him up with
the Corybants, but he burst into Common Court, tom-tom
and all, and started hearing cases, Well, the son was getting

9 A device used to time courtroom speeches.

10 Pyrilampes was a friend of Pericles and the stepfather of
Plato; for the formula see Acharnions 144 n.
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nowhere with these rituals, so he took his father by hoat to
Aegina and bedded him down for a night in Asclepius’
temple.!! But before daybreak next moming, there he was
at the courtroom gate. After that we stopped letting him
out altogether. But he kept escaping through the gutters
and the chinks. We stuffed every single gap with plugs and
sealed them up. But he hammered pegs into the wall and
hopped up and away like a pet crow, We countered by
draping the whole courtyard with netting and standing
guard all around the house. The old man has 2 name, Love-
cleon—I swearl—and his son’s named Loathecleon, a chap
with some high-horsical traits.

LOATHECLEON
Xanthias! Sosias! Are you asleep?
: XANTHIAS
Uh oh,
SOSIAS
‘What?
XANTHIAS
Loathecleon’s getting up.
LOATHECLEON

One or the other of you two, run around here on the
double! Father’s got into the kitchen. He’s on all fours,

11 Asclepius was a healing god.
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‘ scurrying about like a mouse. Keep an eve on the sink drain
so he doesn't slip out that way. And you cover the door!

Exit SOSIAS behind the house,

XANTHIAS
Right, sir,

LOATHECLEON

God almighty, what's all that racket in the chimney? You in
there! Who are you?

LOVECLEON appears.

LOVEGLEON
Me? I'm smoke coming out.

LOATHECLEGON
Smoke? All right then, smoke from what kind of wood?

LOVECLEON
Impeach wood.12

LOATHECLEON
Of course! That’s the most irritating kind of smoke. But no
more evaporation for you. Where's the chimney cover? Get
back in there! Here, let me put a log on top for good
measure. There now, think up some other scheme. Really,
no one else has the trouble I have! P'm all set to be called
the son of Old Smoky!

LOVECLEON
Open up, boy!

12 “Figwood” (sykinos) puns on “malicious prosecutor” (syko-
phantes),
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XANTHIAS
He’s pushing on the door!

LOATHECLEON
Then lean into it good and hard! T'm coming down there
too. And mind the lock and the bar; make sure he doesn’t
munch the nut right off the bolt!

: LOVECLEON
What are you doing? Let me out, you utter scum, T've got

a case to hear! Do you want Dracontides!3 to get off scot
free?

XANTHIAS
That would upset you?

LOVECLEON
Yes! I once consulted the Delphic oracle, and the god fore-
told that the moment I ever acquitted anyone, I'd dry up
and blow away!

KANTHIAS
Apollo save us, what a prophecy!

LOVECLEON
Come on, I beg you, let me out, or I'll explodel

XANTHIAS
By god, Lovecleon, you'!l never get out!

LOVECLEON
Then I'll gnaw through this netting with my teeth!

13 Several men with this name {("Serpentine”) are known in -
this period,
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XANTHIAS
You haven't any teeth!

LOVECLECN
Heaven save me, how can T kill you? How? Quick, give me
-a sword, or better yet, a penalty tablet!

LOATHECLEON
The man’s set to comrmit some awful crime!

LOVECLEON
Not at all, T swear to god! I just want to take the donkey
and its panniers out and sell them. It's market day.

: LOATHECLEON
Surely I could do that, couldn’t 1?

LOVECLEON
Not the way I would, '

LOATHECLEON
That’s right, I'd do it better.

LOVECLEON
All right, let the donkey out.

XANTHIAS
‘What an excuse he tried to hook you with to let him out,
Pretty sly. :
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LOATHECLEON
But he didn’t catch me with that one; I'm on to his tricks,
But I think I'll go in and get the donkey myself. T don’t want
the old man so much as peeping out again. {goes in and
fetches the donkey) Why all the braying, Jenny? Don’t want
to be sold today? Get along there. Why are you fussing?
Unless you've got Odysseus or somebody under there 4

XANTHIAS

Wait a minute. Good lord, somebody is curled up under
here, look!

LOATHECLEON

What? Let me have a look.
XANTHIAS

There he is.

LOATHECLEON
What's this? Who might you be, my good man? Well?

LOVECLEON

Noman. Honestly.

LOATHECLEON

You're Noman? From where?

LOVECLEON
Ithaca. Son of Escapides.

LOATHECLEON
Well, you're one Noman who'll be enjoying no manner of

14 For the parody that follows see Homer, Odyssey 9.424 ff.
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success. Quick, drag him out from under there. The skunk,
look what he’s crawled under! If you ask me, he’s just like
a burro-crat’s hack!

LOVECLEON
Leave me alone or we’ll soon be fighting.

LOATHECLEON
Fighting about what?

LOVECLEON
The donkey’s shadow!15

LOATHECLEON
You're a master erook and rotten to the core.

LOVECLEON
Me rotten? Certainly not! I'll have you know I'm perfectly
fine. Maybe you'll find that out when you sink your teeth
into a slab of tough old juryman,

LOATHECLEON
You and the donkey giddyup into the house.

LOVECLEON
(hustled into the house) Fellow jurors! Cleon! Help!

LOATHECLEON
Do your yelling inside; the door’s locked. You there, pile
up lots of stones against the door, and shoot that bolt back
into its slot, and reinforce it with that plank, and roll the
big millstone against it, and make it snappy!

15 Proverbial for something not worth fighting about.
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XANTHIAS
Dammit, where did that dirthall fall down cn me from?

LOATHECLEON

Maybe a mouse knocked it loose on you from somewhere
up above.

XANTHIAS

A mouse? Certainly not. What's scuttling up there under
the tiles is a roof jurorl

LOATHECLEON
Oh my god, the man’s turning into 2 sparrow! He's going
to fly his way out! Where’s my net? Where is it? Shoo! Shool
Go back, shoo! I swear, I'd be better off blockading
Scione!® than this father of mine.

XANTHIAS
Well now, we've shooed him back and there’s no way he
can sneak past us, so why don’t we take a break for just a
teeny bit of shuteye?

LOATHECLECN

You sorry fool, the other jurors will be here to pick up my
father any minute nowl

XANTHIAS
What are you talking about? It’s hardly dawn.

. LOATHECLEON
Then they've got up late today. Just after midnight’s when

16 See 62 n.
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they usually pick him up, toting torches and warbling sweet
old Sidon Songs by Phrynichus;'” that's how they call him -

out.

XANTHIAS

Well, if need be we’ll pelt them with stones without further
ado.

LOATHECLEON
You sorry fool, whoever riles that tribe of oldsters riles a
wasps” nest. They've even got stingers, extremely sharp,
sticking out from their rumps, that they stab with, and they
leap and attack, crackling like sparks.

XANTHIAS

Don’t youworry, if I've got stones I can scatter abig nestful
of jurors.

XANTHIAS and LOATHECLEON sit down and are soon
asleep. Enter the CHORUS, accompanied by BoYs.

CHORUS LEADER
Get along, press on hardy. Comias, you're lagging. By
god, you didn't use to: you were sturdy as a dog leash, but
now Charinades can outwalk you. You there, Strymodorus
of Gonthyle, my excellent brother juror, do you see Euer- -
gides anywhere, or Chabes of Phlya? I'm afraid what's here
is-—oh myl—all that’s left of that youthful time, when we

I7 A tragedian of the Persian War period famous for his lyrics;
the “Sidon Songs” were from his Phoenician Women {produced
between 478 and 473).

18 The names given to several members of the chorus seem to
be generic.
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shared guard duty at Byzantium,!® you and I. Remember
how we went rambling at night and pinched the bread-
woinan's kneading bowl, and how we split it up for fire-
wood, and boiled some pimpernel porridge? Anyway, let’s
get a move on, lads; Laches is going to get it today!2® Ey-
erybody says he’s stuffed his hive with money. That's why
yesterday our patron Cleon ordered us to report for duty
in good time, with three days’ rations of rotten rage against
that bloke, to punish him for his crimes. Anyway, let’s hurry
up, old colleagues, before it gets fo be daybreak, Let’s
move out, and take care to search in all directions with our
lamps in case there’s a stone underfoot somewhere waiting
to hurt someone.

BOY
Whoa! Father, father, mind the mud there!

CHORUS LEADER
Then pick up a twig and trim the lamp.
BOY

(holding up a finger) No, 1 think I'll use this to trim the
lamp.

CHORUS LEADER
Who taught you to shove the wick around with your finger,
you idiot, especially when oil’s scarce? Of course it’s not

in this play (83543, 891-1002} there is a mock prosecution of
Laches by Cleon for misconduct in Laches® Sicilian campaign of
427-5: this may reprise an actual trial or deposition from the gen-
eralship (which would have occurred in 425), or else Aristophanes
may be imagining a trial in response to recent threats hy Cleon
against Laches, in which the Sicilian husiness would have been
brought up.
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you that feels the bite when prices are high!

BOY
Use your fists to teach me that lesson one more time, and
1 promise you we’ll put out the lamps and go home by
ourselves! Maybe without this lamp you'll stumble around
in the dark, churning up the mud like a marsh snipe!

CHORUS LEADER
I warn you, I dish out punishment to people bigger than
youl Hold on, this looks like mud I'm stepping in. No
question the god’s bound to make water within four days
at the outside. Anyway, there’s mold on these lamps, and
that’s when he’s most fond of making rain. Well, the crops
that arent up yet could certainly use a rainfall, and then
the breath of the north wind. {stopping before Lovecleon’s
house) What's the matter with our brother juror from this
house, not showing up to join the crew? He's never been
tardy before. In fact he always leads us on our way with
something from Phrynichus; the man’s an avid singer. Well,
gentlemen, I think we should pause here and sing him out

of the house. Maybe when he hears my song he'll be happy
to hobble outside.

CHORUS
Why does the old man not appear to us
at his door or answer our call?
Maybe he couldn’t find his shoes?
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Or stubbed his toe on something in the dark
and got a swollen ankle, an oldster like him,
and maybe even a lamp in his groin?

I'tell you, he was by far the fiercest of us all,
and the only one who couldn’t be sweet-talked;
no, when anyone begged for mercy

he’d put his head down like this and say,
“you're trying to cook a stone.” -

Maybe it was yesterday’s case,

the guy who somehow slipped through our fingers
by fooling us into believing

that he’ a friend to Athens

and the first to tell us what was going on at Samos;2!
maybe he got sore about that

and took to his bed with a fever.

Thats the sort of man he is!

But do get up, dear fellow! Don’t

eat your heart cut and feed your vexation.

There’s a plump one on the docket today,

one of those who betrayed the Thracian front22
See that you pot him!

CHORUS LEADER
Move along, boy, move along.

21 The Samian revolt of 440; the scholia identify the informant

as one Carystion, who was rewarded with citizenship.

22 Perhaps Laches; see 240 n,
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BOY
Will you give me something then,
father, if T ask you for it?

CHORUS LEADER
Of course, my lad. Just tell me
what nice thing you want me to buy.
I'm pretty sure you're going to say
knucldebone dice, my bay.

BOY

God no. Figs, daddy!
Tt’s nicer—

CHORUS LEADER
Absolutely not,
not even if you hang yourselves!

BOY
Then I'll stop guiding you altogether.

CHORUS LEADER
Look, out of this tiny pittance
I've got to get barley meal,
firewood, and dinner for the three of us,
and you ask me for figs!

BOY
Tell me then, father,
if the archon doesn’t call the court
into session today, how
can we buy lunch?
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Do you have any firm hope for us,
any “holy way to Helle™?23

CHORUS LEADER
Alas and ah me!
1 surely don't know
where our dinner’s coming from.

BOY
Why then, miserable mother, did you bear me?

CHORUS LEADER
So that I'd have the problem of feeding you!

BOY
Ah shopping bag, it seems you've been
a useless ornament to carry!
Boo hoo.
All we can do is bawl,

LOVECLEON

{from a window)

Friends, I've been pining

all this time, listening to you

through this chink.

But since I can’t sing,

what am I to do?

These men are watching me because

I'm ever ready to go with you

to the voting urns and cause some pain.

Ah, great thundering Zeus,

23 Pindar fr. 189.
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turn me right now into hot air,

like Proxenides® or the son of Bluster® here,
that climbing vine.

Deign, Lord, to do me a favor,

in pity at my plight: either bake me

with a boiling thunderbol,

then hoist me aloft, blow off the ashes

and toss me into hot salsa;

or else turn me to stone,

the one they count the votes on!

CHORUS
Just who is it that shuts you in this way
behind locked doors?

You can tell us: we're on your side.

LOVECLEON
My son. No, don’t shout: that's him there, sleeping in front
of the house. So tone it down.

CHORUS
On what pretext does he want to treat you this way,
you incompetent?
What's his excuse?

LOVECLEON
Gentlemen, he won't let me hear cases or do any harm.
Instead, he wants to wine and dine me, though that's not
what I want.

24 Ridiculed as a boaster also in Birds 1126,
%5 Both Aeschines (cf. 459, 1243) and Amynias (of. 74-6, 1267)
are thus called. :
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CHORUS
Has the slimy fellow the gall,
this Demagogocleon, to mouth off that way,
because you voiced an awkward truth
about the fleet?6 This man
would never have dared
to say that unless
he were some sort of conspirator!

CHORUS LEADER
Well, under the circumstances it’s time you came up with
a fresh idea for getting down here behind this man’s back.

LOVECLEON
What could it be? You come up with one; I'm ready to do
anything. That’s how much 1 crave to stroll among the
docket boards with my voting shell.

CHORUS LEADER
Then is there a chink that you could excavate from inside
and then slip out disguised in rags, like wily Odysseus?
LOVEGLEON
Everything’s sealed up; there isn’t enough of a chink for
even a gnat to slip through. You've got to think of some-
thing else; I can't turn myself into runny whey.

25 Or, with the alternative accentuation, “sbout the younger
generation.”

33 véwp Bentley
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CHORUS LEADER
OK, do you remember when we were on campaign one
time and you stole the skewers and launched yourself down
from the battlement in a flash, when Naxos was taken?2”

LOVECLEON

Yes; but so whatP This is an entirely different situation, I

was young then, I conld get away with things, I could count
on my strength, and nobody was watching me, so I could
escape carefree. But now soldiers in arms are drawn up for
battle and patrol the passes, two of them at the door hold-
ing skewers and watching me like a cat who’s stolen some
meat.

CHORUS
Well, you'd better come up
with a plan this time too, as quick as you can;
it's daybreak, little honeybee.

LOVEGLEON
Then my best course is to gnaw through the netting, and
may Dictynna of the Nets forgive me if I've nettled her!

CHORUS :
Now you're talking like 4 man headed for salvation|
Get that jaw working]

% Around 470 (Thucydides 1.98.4).
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LOVECLEON
There, it's cut through. But absolutely no cheering; let’s see
that we don’t alert Loathecleon.

CHORUS
Never fear, old boy, never fear:
if he makes a peep I'll have him
eating his heart out
and running for dear life,
so he’ll know better
than to wipe his feet
on the Two Goddesses™ legislation!

CHORUS LEADER
Now lash that cord to the window frame, tie it around you
and let yourself dow_n, and fiil your spirit with Diopeithes!

LOVECLEON
Say, what if these two catch on and try to get me reeled up
and hauled in, then what will you do? Tell me right now.

CHORUS LEADER
We'll all summon up our hardwood spirit and defend you.
The things we’ll do, there will be no containing youl

LOVECLEON
All right, then I'll do it, on your say-so. And listen, if any-

26 Demeter and Kore, the principal deities of the Fleusinian
Mysteries. Diopeithes was a fanatical harrier of atheists.
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thing happens to me, gather me up, give me a funeral, and
bury me under the court railings. a

CHORUS LEADER .
Never fear, nothing will happen to you. Now let yourself
down intrepidly, with a prayer to your ancestral gods,
there’s a good fellow.

LOVECLEON
Lord Lycus,® my nextdoor hero—for you enjoy the same
things I do, the tears and wailings of each day’s defendants,
and of course chose to live where you could best hear them,
the only hero eager to seat himself next to a weeper—now
pity and rescue your very own neighbor, and I vow never
to piss or fart on your fence!

LOATHECLEON
Hey! Wake up! '
XANTHIAS
What's going on?
LOATHECLEON

A sound of voices seems to encircle me. The old man isn’t
trying somehow to slip by us again, is he?

29 An Athenian hero whose shrine was next to a lawcourt,

271



400

Ao

405

ARISTOPHANES

EANG®IATS
pa Al ot &, dAAd xaleud
atTov Bfous.
BABATEAEQGN .
& popdrare, Tt mowels; ol pi} kareSroe.

dvdBaw’ dvicas kard ™y érépav kai Tolow dvi-

Aoy TOlE, :
v mws dvaxpovayrar mpduvay whiyels Tals elpe-

CLAPOLS.

GIAOKAERON

ot EvAieat)’, dmdgouar Bikar Tires pélhovaw

Eoectlus,
& Suuvliov kel Taoddn kel Xprpwr kal Depé-

Sevmrve;
wore &, e pm viv, érapriferé pot, wpiv @ e’c’o’_w

warhor dyecfay;

XOPOS

eimé pou, T{ péhhoper ey éxelvny Y xoMiY,
Homep Huik’ dv Tis Hudv dpyioy ™y odnridy;
viw éxeive viv €Kelvo

rovéibupor, @ kolaldueobe, xévtpor

évraréor oféws.
GANG Baiudria AaBdvres a5 TdywoTa, Toudia,
Ocire kai Bodre, xai Khéwr 1ol dyyélhere,

, gy
407 gpraréor dféws Jones: évtérar’ 66d a

272

WASPS

XANTHIAS

{looking upward) No indeed, but he’s letting himself down
on a rope!

LOATHECLEON
What are you doing, you scum of the earth? Don't you
come down here! (f0 Xanthias) Go up the other way, quick,
and hit hir with those branches. Mayhe he’ll back water
if he’s swatted with the harvest wreath.3 -

LOVECLEON
All you prosecutors out there with cases corning up this
year, won't you lend me a hand? Smicythion! Teisiades!
Chremon! Pheredeiprnus!3! Help me now or never, before
I'm dragged insidel

CHORUS
Tell me, why are we waiting to launch the wrath
we feel when anyone vexes our nest?
Out now, out now
with that sharp-tempered stinger that we use to
punish,
and brace it sharply.
Now grab your cloaks as quick as you can, lads,
and run and shout, report this to Cleon,
and tell him to come

% Hung on house doors during the autumn Pyanopsia festival
for Apollo and left there during the year.

31 The first two names are unidentifiable; the last two are
comic distortions ("Needy” and “Dinner Getter”).
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and confront a man who hates his country
and who'll be destroyed :
for proposing the idea

that lawsuits be abolished!

LOATHECLEON
Gentlemen, consider the facts, but without screaming!

CHORUS LEADER
I'll seream, by god, and to high heaven!

LOATHECLEON
I assure you I won't release him.

CHORUS
Isn't this terrible? Isn't this bare-faced tyranny?
Oh my country, oh my god-forsaken Theorus,
oh any other bootlicker who stands up for us!

XANTHIAS
Holy Heracles, they've really got stingers! Look, master|

LOATHECLEON
The very ones they used to destroy Gorgias’ son Fhilip-
pus,* and rightly. ;
CHORUS LEADER

And we'll destroy you as well with them! Now every man
wheel this way, draw stingers and charge him, with ranks
closed, in good order, full of rage and spirit, so he’ll never
forget what a swarm he’s angered.

%2 Philippus may be not literally the son but a disciple of Gor-
gias, the Sicilian rhetorician who visited Athens in 497; see Birds
1694-1705, fr. 118,
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XANTHIAS
My god, this is really terrible, if we're in for a fight. T'm
scared just looking at their stingers.

CHORUS LEADER

Now let the man go. If you don't, I do declare you'll envy
turtles their shells!

LOVECLEON
At "em then, fellow jurors, sharp-hearted wasps! Division
One get riled up and dive-bomb his arse! Division Two stab
all around his eyes, and his fingers tool

LOATHECLEON
(calling into the house) Midas! Phrygian! Help me here!
You too, Jaws!

Enter Slaves.

Hold on to him and don’t turn him over to anybody. Oth-
erwise, it's thick leg irons for you and no lunch, 1 recognize
the rustle of fig leaves® when I hear it,

LOATHECLEON and XANTHIAS enter the house.

CHORUS LEADER
Let him go, or you'll get something stuck into you!

LOVECLEON

- Lord Hero Cecrops, Dracontides below the waist, will you

simply ook on when I'm being manhandled this way by
barbarians, the very ones I myself taught how to cry at four
tears to the quart?

33 Le. empty bluster.
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CHORUS LLEADER
So doesn’t old age truly hold evils in abundance? Obviously
it does: these two fqrcibly manhandle their former master,
completely forgetting all the jackets and tunics he used to
buy them, and the caps, and how in wintertime he saw to
their feet so they wouldn't always be frozen. But in their
eyes there’s no respect at all for their former footwear,

LOVECLEON
You still won't let me go, you vile animal? Even when you
recall the time I caught you stealing grapes, marched you
to the olive tree, and did a right manly job flaying you raw,
so that everyone envied you? But you were apparently
ungrateful, Come on you two, let me go, before my son
darts out.

CHORUS LEADER
Ah, but this will soon cost you both dearly. It won't be long
now before you know the character of men who are sharp-
spirited and righteous, and look mustard at you

The Chorus attacks. Enter LOATHECLEON with a smoke-
pot and XANTHIAS with a stick.

LOATHECLEON
Xanthias, beat the wasps, beat them away from the house!

XANTHIAS

That's what I'm doing! But you help too: blow lots of smoke
on them!

LOATHECLEON
Shool Get the hell away! Go! Lay on with your stick!
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3¢ Nephew of Aeschylus and a tragic poet (vict-?ﬂous over
Sophoclei:’ Oedipus the King), nicknamed “son. of Briny” for his
harsh and bitter style.
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XANTHIAS

And you, suffocate them with a billow of Aeschines, son of
Hotair! ‘ :

The Chorus retreats.

LOATHECLEON
I knew we'd eventually shoo you away.

LOVECLEON

But you wouldnt have escaped them so easily if they'd
been munching on Philocles’ songs. 3

CHORUS
Don’t the poor folk see it plainly,
how tyranny has sneaked up on me
from behind and tried to jump me,
now that you, you troublesome troublemaker, you
long-haired Amynias,
debar us from our country’s established legal rights,
without making any excuse
or dextrous argument,
but autocratically?

LOATHECLEON
Might we enter into discussion and compromise without
this fighting and shrill screaming?
CHORUS
Discussion with you, you enemy of the people, you
lover of monarchy,
you buddy of Brasidas, 5 with the woollen fringes on

3 The leading Spartan general of this period, currently active

. on the Thracian front [cf, 288).
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your clothes and the untrimmed beard on your
face?

: LOATHECLEON
I swear I'd do better to write my father off altogether,
instead of battling day after day in'such a sea of troubles.

CHORUS LEADER
Hah! You havent even got past the soup course yet, or the
salad either—we'll toss that in from our stock of ten gallon
metaphors. No, your present pain is nothing. Just wait till
a prosecutor dumps these very charges over your head and
callsyoua conspirator]

LOATHECLEON
Heavens above, T do wish you'd get off my back! Or is it
now decreed that we're to spend the whole day skinning
each other alive?

CHORUS
No, never, not while there’s any breath left in my
body,
with a man who plans to be our tyrant!

LOATHECLEON
How you see tyranny and conspirators everywhere, as soon
as anyone voices a criticism large or smalll I hadn’t even
heard of the word being used for at least fifty years,% but
nowadays it’s cheaper than sardines. Look how it's bandied
about in the marketplace. If someone buys perch but
doesn’t want sprats, the sprat seller next door pipes right

86 Fifty-seven, to be exact, since Xerxes’ attempt to install the
Pisistratids (Herodotus 7.6, 8.52). The last Athenian tyrant was
Hippas, exiled in 510,
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up and says, “This guy buys fish like a would-be tyrant.”
And if he asks for a free onion to spice his sardines a hit,
the vegetable lady gives him the fish eye and says, “Say, are
you asking for an onion because you want to be tyrant? Qr
maybe you think Athens grows spices as her tribute to
you?” :

XANTHIAS
My slut got sharp-tempered with me too, when I went to
her place yesterday noon. I told her to ride me, and she
asked if T was jockeying for a tyranny  la Hippias!

LOATHECLEON
Yes, these people enjoy hearing talk like that, if my present
case is any indication. Just because I want my father to
quit his dawn-wandering, nuisance-suing, jury-serving,
trouble-seeking habits and live a genteel life like Mory-
chus, for my efforts I get called a conspirator with tyranny
in mind,
LOVECLEON

Yes, and rightly sol For pigeons” milk T wouldn’t trade the
living you’'d take away from me now. Skate and eels don't
tempt me either, I'd much rather sit down to a nice little
lawsuit baked en casserole.

LOATHECLEON
Sure, because you're addicted to that kind of fun. But if
you'll hold your tangue and open your mind to what I have
to say, I think I'll enlighten you about the total error of your
ways.
LOVECLEON
Jurying is an error?
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'
LOATHECLEON
What's more, you don't realize that you're the laughing-
stock of men you all but grovel to. You're unaware that
you've been enslaved,

LOVECLEON
Stop talking about slavery. I'm master of everyonel

LOATHECLEON
Not you. You're just a slave who thinks he’s a master. No?
Then describe for us, father, what profit you get from reap-
ing the fruits of Greece.

LOVECLEON
By all means, and I want these men to be our arbitrators,

LOATHECLEON
So do L. Let him go, everyone.

The Slaves go back into the house.

LOVECLEON
And give me a sword. If I [ose the debate to you, I'm going
to fall on it! '

LOATHECLEON
Tell me, what if you fail to—what's the termP—abide by
the arbitration? '

LOVECLEON
Then never again will I toast the Good Spirit with unmixed
jury pay!
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CHORUS
Now the chap from our school
must argue a novel case,
See that you tarn out—

LOATHECLEON
Someone bring me out my writing case right away. Now
then, what kind of man will he show himself to be, if that’s
what you're telling him to do?

CHORUS
—to top this youngster in debate!
For you can see that you face a great contest now;,
where everything’s at stake,
Because if, god forbid,
this man does beat you in debate—

LOATHECLEON

That I shall, and I'm going to jot down every single point
he makes.

LOVECLEON
What were you saying will happen if he beats me in debate?
CHORUS

—then the elderly crowd
are no damn good anymore.
Theyll mock us

all over town

and call us olive bearers,?

37 A function performed by very old men in the Panathenaic
parade,
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mere shells of affidavits!

CHORUS LEADER
So I call on you, who are to make the case for our whole
dominion, to take courage now and throw your whole
tangue into the task!

LOVECLEON

Iwillindeed, and right out of the gate I'll demonstrate that
our sovereignty is as strong as any king’s. What living thing
is there today more fortunate and felicitated than a juror,
more coddled or commanding, oldster though he is? To
begin with, I crawl out of bed to find big men, six-footers,
watching for me at the court railings. As soon as I ap-
proach, one of them gives me his soft hand, fresh from
stealing public money. They beg and grovel, pitifully pour-
ing out their pleas: “Pity me, father, I beg youl Maybe one
time you too pocketed something when holding office or
procuring field rations for your messmates.” He wouldn't
even have known I exist if I hadn’t gone easy on him last
time. '
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LOATHECLEON
Let me make a note of that: supplicants.

: LOVECLEON
Then after I've been supplicated and had my anger wiped
away, I go inside and act on none of those promises I made.
Tjust listen to them spouting every sort of alibi. Tell me, is
there any brand of wheedling I don’t hear in court? Some
of them bewail their poverty and go on exaggerating their
troubles until they somehow seem as bad as my own, Oth-
ers tell us stories, others something funny from Aesop.?
Others crack jokes to make me laugh and put away my
anger. And if none of this persuades us, he starts dragging
his kids up there by the hand, daughters and sons, and I
listen while they cringe and bleat in chorus, and then their
father implores me for their sake, trembling as if T were a
god, to let him off in his audit: “If you enjoy the bleat of
the lamb, please pity the cry of the kid!” And if I enjoy a

38 The foremost author of animal fables, who lived in the early
sixth century.
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bit of pork, I'm supposed to heed the cry of his daughter.
And then we wind down the pitch of our anger a little, Isn't
this high authority, and derision of wealth?

LOATHECLEON
I'll make a note of that too: derision of wealth. Now please

mention the benefits you get from your alleged rule over
Greece.

LOVECLEON

Well, when boys are being examined for deme registration,
we get to look at their privates. And if Oeagrus® comes to
court as a defendant, he won't get off till he chooses the
best speech from Niobe* and recites it for us. And if a
piper wins his case, the price he pays the jurors Is to put
on his harness and pipe us an exit tune as we leave. And if
a dying father bequeaths his heiress daughter to someone,
we tell that last will and testament to go soak its head, and
the same to the clasp sitting so pretty over its seals, and we
award that girl to whoever talks us into it. And for doing
all this we can’t be called to account, something na other
office holders can claim.

% Evidently a tragjc actor, unattested elsewhere.
40 Both Aeschylus and Sophocles wrote plays with this title.
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LOATHECLECN _
Yes, that's the only thing you've said that I congratulate you
on. But its wrong of you to unclasp the heiress’ endow-
ments.

: LOVECLEON
Furthermore, when the Council and People are stumped
about how to decide an important case, they vote to hand
over the wrongdoers to the jurors. Then Euathlus and
Toadyonymus here, the weighty shield-shedder,4 swear
that they’ll never betray us, that they'll fight for the masses.
And no one ever carries a motion before the People unless
he’s proposed to adjourn the courts after the very first case
tried. And even Cleon, the scream champion, takes no
bites out of us! No, he puts his arm around us and swats
away the flies. You've never done anything of the kind for
your own father! But Theorus—and he’s every bit the big-
shot Euphemius is*2—takes the sponge right from his pail

- 4 Le. Cleonymus, Euathlus, son of Cephisodemus, was a zeal-
ous prosecutor (see Acharnians T03ML).
42 Unknown.

588 ore udvov Reiske: oepvdr a
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and starts shining my shoes. Look what kind of advantages
you're locking me out of and holding me back from, the
ones you said you'd demonstratc were really slavery and
drudgery!
LOATHEGLEON

Have your fill of talking; you're bound to stop eventually,
and when you do you'll stand revealed as an arsehole that
can't be washed clean with that grand authority of yours.

LOVECLEON
But the nicest part of all, which slipped my mind, is when
I come home with my pay. That's when everyone gives me
a warm welcome at the door because of the money. First
my daughter washes me and oils my feet and bends down
to kiss me, calling me “daddy” while she tries to fish out
the three obol piece with her tongue. And the little woman
fusses over me and brings me a puff pastry, and then sits
by and coaxes me, “Eat this, eat this up!” 1 love all that, and
I don't have to look to you and your steward to see when
he'll get around to serving my lunch with his usual curses
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and grumbles. And if he isn't quick about kneading my
pastry, I've got this pay to shield me from troubles, a “bul-
wark against missiles.” And if you won’t pour me a drink of
wine, I fill this donkey-eared flask with wine on my way
home, tip it up, and pour myself a drink. It opens wide and
brays a great big soldierly fart at that goblet of yours. So
don’t I wield great authority, as great as Zeus'? I'm even
spoken of in the same way as Zeus. For instance, if we're
in an uproar, every passerby says, “Zeus Almighty, the jury’s
really thundering!” And if I look lightning, the fat cats and
the VIPs say a prayer and shit in their pants. And you're
very much afraid of me yourself. Oh yes, by Demeter,
you're afraid. But I'll be damned if I'm afraid of you!

CHORUS
Never have we heard anyone
speak with such clarity

and intelligencel
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LOVECLEON
Noyou haven’t; he just thought he’d be picking unwatched
vines and getting off easy that way. He knew very well that
I'm the boss in this business!

CHORUS
And how he’s explored every avenue,
and left nothing out! I for one
swelled with pride as I listened,
and I saw myself judging
in the Islands of the Blessed,
basking in the sound of his voice.

LOVECLEON
Yes, he’s fidgeting now! Now he’s off his stride! Yes indeed,
I'll have you looking whipped today!

CHORUS
You'll have to weave
every wile in the book
to win acquittal,
~ because it’s hard <for a youth>
to soften my anger
if I don't like what I hear,

CHORUS LEADER
So unless you've got something sensible to say, it's time you
went looking for a good millstone with new treads that's
hard enough to grind down my temper.

LOATHECLEON
1t’s a hard task, and one requiring formidable intellect be-

836§ émi wdpr’ é\- Bentley: 8¢ mdvr’ éme- a
848 cyearig> Porson
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yond the scope of comedians, to heal an inveterate sickness
endemic to the city, But here goes. Our father, son of
Cronus—

LOVECLEON
Stop that; don't be “fathering” me! The topie was how I'm
a slave, and if you don't explain that to me right now, you'll
surely meet your death, even if I'd be barred from
sacrificial meat!43

LOATHECLEON

Then listen, pop, and relax your frown a bit. First of all,
caleulate roughly, not with counters but on your fingers,
how much tribute we receive altogether from the allied
cities. Then make a separate count of the taxes and the
many one percents, court dues, mines, markets, harbors,
rents, proceeds from confiscations. Our total income from
all this is nearly 2000 talents. Now set aside the annual
payment to the jurors, all six thousand of them, “for never
yet have more dwelt in this land.” We get, I reckon, a sum
of 150 talents.

LOVECLEON
So the pay we've been getting doesn’t even amount to a
tenth of the revenue!

43 Le. polluted as a homicide.
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LOATHECLEON
It certainly doesn’t.

LOVECLEON
In that case, where is the rest of the money routed?

LOATHEGLEON
To the "I won't betray the Athenian rabble and I'll fight for
the massées” bunch! You choose them to rule you, father,
because you've been buttered up by these slogans. And
then they extort fifty talent bribes from the allied cities by
terrifying them with threats like this: “You’ll hand over the
tribute, or I'll upend your city with my thundering!” While
you're content to gnaw the rinds of your own empire. The
allies have caught on that you and the rest of the riffraff
are starving on what you get from the ballot funnel and
splurging on nothing, so they figure you for the Simple
Simon vote, while they bring presents for these guys:
jugged fish, wine, coverlets, cheese, honey, sesame, lounge
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pillows, chalices, capes, crowns, necklaces, tumblers,
healthy wealthiness! And for you? You rule them, having
“tirelessly tramped the land and rowed the waves,” but not
one of them gives you a head of garlic for your chowder.

LOVECLEON

They certainly don’t! I had to send for three cloves from
Eucharides™ grocery myself. But you're rubbing me the
wrong way by not spelling out my alleged slavery.

LOATHECLEON
How's this for sheer slavery? All these guys, along with
their flunkies, hold office and draw salaries, while you're
content if someone gives you those three obols, the ones
you earned by your own hard work, rowing and soldiering
and laying siege. What's more, you march to thelr tune. Tt
really lifts my gorge when in comes some young faggot,
Chaereas’ son,* spreading his legs like this, all dandied up
and waggling his arse, and he tells you to show up bright
and early for jury duty and don't be late, “because any of
you who misses the signal won’t get his three obols.” But

4 Unknown,
45-Both father and son are unknown.
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he gets his prosecutor’s Ppay, six obols, even if he does come
late. And any bribe a defendant might offer he splits with
one of his fellow office holders, the two of them teaming
up on the case and keeping a straight face, then going to
work like a couple of sawyers, one pulling while the other
pushes. But you're so busy panting after the paymaster that
you don’t see what's going on,

LOVEGLEON
Is that how they treat meP Heavens me, what are you
sayingP You're shaking me to my very depths, pulling me
closer to your viewpoint, doing I don’t know what to me!
LOATHECLEON

Then consider this: you could be rich, and everyone else
too, but somehow or other these populists have got you
boxed in. You, master of a multitude of cities from the
Black Sea to Sardinia, enjoy absolutely no reward, except
for this jury pay, and they drip that into you like droplets
of oil from a tuft of wool, always a little at a time, just
enough to keep you alive. Because they want to keep you
poor, and I'll tell you the reason: so you'll recognize your
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trainer, and whenever he whistles at you to attack one of
his enemies, you'll leap on that man like a savage. If they
wanted to provide a living for the people, it would be easy.
A thousand cities there are that now pay us tribute. If
someone ordered each one to support twenty men, then
twenty thousand loyal proles would be rolling in hare meat,
every kind of garland, beestings and eggnog, living it up as
befits their country and their trophy at Marathon. As it is,
you traipse around for your employer like olive pickers!

LOVECLEON
Heavens me, what can it be that’s creeping over my hand
like a paralysis? I can’t even hold my sword; I've gone limp.

LOATHECLEON
But whenever they're scared themselves, they promise you
Euboea and get set to supply you with fifty-bushel rations
of grain. But they never give it to you, not counting yester-
day when you got five bushels, but only after narrowly
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escaping a challenge to your citizenship, and then it was
barley in one quart installments. Which is why I kept you
locked up: T wanted to feed you and I didn’t want these
blowhards to make a chump of you. And now I want to
provide you with abschutely anythin g you want, except pay-
master’s milk to drink.

CHORUS LEADER
“Deon’t judge till you've heard both sides of the story™:
whoever said that was pretty wise. Because in this case
you've won my vote hands down. I've slackened my anger
and now throw in the towel. Wherefore, brother of our age
and order,

CHORUS
listen, listen to his words, and don’t be stupid,
or too unyielding and tough a man.
Iwish I had some kinsman or relative
to give me that kind of criticism,
Now some god
has shown up before your very eyes
to help with your problem, and he’s clearly doing you
good.
You show up too, and accept his help.
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LOATHECLEON
That’s right, and T’ll support him by providing
whatever a senior citizen needs: gruel to lick up,
a cozy cloak, an overcoat,
a whore to massage his cock
and his tailbone,
But I can’t help being displeased
that he’s silent and won't so much as grunt.

CHORUS

He’s been criticizing himself for the activities

he was crazy about before. For he’s just now seen the
light,

and understands that he was wrong

not to listen to your past warnings.

Maybe now he’s listening

to your arguments

and really being sensible, changing his ways from
now on,

and listening to you.

LOVECLEON
What misery!

LOATHECLEON
Here, why are you bellowing?

LOVECLEON
Don’t promise me any of your promises!
What I yearn for is over there. There is where T want
to be,
where the herald says,
“Whoever hasn’t voted please stand!”
Yes, I'long to stand at the ballot box,
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the last of the voters!

Onward, my soul! Where are you, soul?

Let me pass, you shadowy—1¢ Great Heracles,

if you're telling the truth, I'd better not be on a jury
~that convicts Cleon of theft]

LOATHECLEON
Please, father, for gods’ sake listen to me,

LOVECLEON
What would you have me do? Just name it, except for one
thing.
LOATHECLEON
What thing, tell me?

LOVECLEON
To stop being a juror. Before 1 do that for you, death will
decide between us!

LOATHECLEON
All right, since that’s what you enjoy doing, just stop going
to court. Stay here instead, and judge the household slaves.

LOYECLEON

On what charge? What’s this nonsense?

LOATHECLEON
You'll be doing exactly what's done at court. Say the maid
opens the door without permission. Vote her a single stiff
penalty—anyway, its what you used to do regularly at
court. And now you'll do this judging in a reasonable way,

46 From Euripides’ Bellerophon; the full line (fr. 308) 15, “Let

me pass, you shadowy foliage, let me cross the watery dells; I am
eager to see the heaven above.”
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out in the sun if it’s warm at dawn; if it’s snowing, then
sitting by the fire; if it starts to rain, going indoors. And if
you sleep till noon, no magistrate will close the gate on you,

LOVECLEON
That I like.

LOATHECLEON
And that’s not all. If someone’s making a long speech, you
needn’t sit there hungry, gnashing your teeth and the de-

fendant too.

LOVECLEON
But then how will I decide cases with my usual compe-
tence if I'm still chewing my food?

LOATHECLEON
Alot more competently! People do say that when witnesses
lie, the jurors get to the meat of the matter by chewing it
over.

LOVECLEON
You know, you're winning me over. But there’s one issue
you still haven't addressed: where will I get my pay?

LOATHECLEON
From me.

LOVECLEON
Good! Then I'll be getting paid individually and not with

72 kar’ bpféy vl. BT Callistratus

321



790

795

800

ARISTOFPHANES

aloyiora yop Toi W Hpydcare AvatoTparos .
& oramrorms. Spaxuny per éuob mpény hafov
ENbow Seexepprariler’ év rols ixPFoow,
rimerr dvéfmie Tpeis homidas oL keaTpéwy,
Kdyd ‘vékal’- 6Bokods yip @lpuny hafeiv.
wiro BSehvyfels doppépevos éémTvoa
kGl €lhkov adrov.
BAEATKARQN
6 82 7i mpos Tadr €l
GIAOKARQN .
8 T

; 3 & hiow Exew
dhekrpudvos g Edaoie KoLhiow exew.

rs » 3 A 4
“raxd yoir kabébes Tapylpwr,” 9 & b5 Méywr,

BAEATKAEQN

dpds doov kai Todro dfTa kepSavets.
SIAOKAEQN

o mdvy TL pakpdy. dAN Smep pédhes moleL,
BABATKAEQN

dvduevé vov éyo 8¢ Tadl fifw dépov.
GIAOKAEQN

Spa. 1o xphipa, T4 Moyl Gs mepaiveras.

Hrmrbew yop ds Abmvaiol more

Sucdoowey émt rals oiklawoy Tas dikas,

ke Tois mpolipows évotkoBoprae wis dvip

avr Swkacrnpidiov puxpdy wdwv,

322

WASPS

a partner.*’ You know, that joker Lysistratus played a very
dirty trick on me the other day. We got our drachma and
he went to get it changed in the fish market. Then he
handed me three mullet scales, which I popped into my
mouth, thinking they were obols. Then I smelled them and
retched and spat them out. Then I grabbed hold of him.

LOATHECLEON
And what.did he have to say for himself?

LOVEGLEON
Get this: he said I had the guts of a rooster. “Anyway,” says
he, “you decoct your money pretty fast!”

LOATHECLEON
You see what a great advantage you’ll have there, too.

LOVECLEON
Not too bad! Very well, proceed with your plan.

LOATHECLEON
Then wait here. I'll be right back with the things we need.

LOATHECGLEON goes inside.

LOVECLEON
Lo and behold, the prophecies come true. I'd heard that
some day the Athenians would judge cases in their very
houses, and that every man would build himself an itty
bitty lawcourt in his yard; they'd be on doorsteps every-

47 Jury pay was distributed in drachmas, which each pair of
jurors would have to change into obols on their own. Lysistratus

of Cholargus is often mentioned as a penurious wit and jokester.
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where, like shrines for Hecate 48

LOATHECLEON and slaves enter with courtroom para-
phernalia.

LOATHECLEON
Just look! Now what have you got to say? T've brought
everything I said T would, and lois more. For one thing,
this chamberpot here will be hanging by that peg, right
beside you in case you need to piss.
LOVECLEON

That's ingenious of you; you've really thought of the perfect
antidote to an old man’s incontinence.

LOATHECLEON
And here’s some fire, and right next to it some lentil soup
to slurp, any time you want.

LOVECLEON
That’s handy too. Even if I have a cold, T1l still get my pay,
because T'll stay right here and slurp the soup. But why
have you brought me out the rooster?

LOATHECLEON
Why, if you fall asleep while a defendant is speaking, this
rooster up here will erow you awake.

LOVECLEON
Everything’s to my liking, except one thing I'm still miss-
ing.

LOATHECLECN
Namely?

Apollo Agyieus (875), was placed before many an Athentan door-
way.
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LOVECLEON
Is there any way you could supply the shrine of Lycus?

LOATHECLEON
{pointing to the stage altar) There’s this. (motioning one of
the slaves on to the altar) And here’s the hero himself]

LOVECLEON

(getting up to look closer) Lord Hero, T couldn’t see you
there,

LOATHECLEON
He's about as hard to see as Cleonymus!

LOVECLEON
Well, I admit that even though he’s a hero, he’s got no
equipment either®
LOATHECLEON
The sooner you take your seat, the sooner I can call a case,

LOVECLEON
(taking his seat) Call away; I've been sitting here patiently.

LOATHECLEON
Let me see now, what case will I bring him first? Has any
of the household staff misbehaved? The Thracian girl, who
scorched the pot yesterday—

LOVECLEON
Hold on there, you just about killed me! Do you mean to

call the case without court railings, the first of the holy
objects to meet our eyes?

LOATHECLEON
Oh god, there aren’t any!

4 Le., the slave wears no phallus, as Cleonymus had lost his
weapons,
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LOVECLEON

Well, I'll run into the house myself and get something
that’ll serve.

LOVEGLEON goes into the house.

LOATHECLEON

What's the big problem? Love of place is such a powerful
thing!

XANTHIAS runs out of the house, shouting over his shoul-
der.

' XANTHIAS
To hell with him! Imagine keeping a dog like that!

LOATHECLEON
What's the matter here?

: XANTHIAS
Asif that dog Grabes® didn’t dart into the kitchen just now
and gobble up a wheel of Sicilian cheese!

LOATHECLEON
All right then, this should be the first crime brought before
my father. You stay and prosecute.

KANTHIAS
No sir, not me. The other dog says he'll be the prosecutor
if any case is brought,
LOATHECLEON
Very well, go bring the two of them out here.

XANTHIAS
Consider it done.
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XANTHIAS goes inside as LOVECLEON comes out with part

of a fence.

LOATHECLEON
What's that?
LOVECLEON
‘Hestia’s pigpen.5!
LOATHECLEON

So you've committed sacrilege to get that?

LOVECLEON
Not at all. I'm beginning with Hestia, since I'm about to
slaughter someone. So hurry up and call the case: 'm in a
punitive mood.

LOATHECLEON
All right then, let me fetch the dockets and indictments.

LOVECLEON
Good grief, you'll be the death of me, procrastinating and
wasting the whole day! (holding up a penalty tablet) I've
been itching to plow up this plot.

LOATHECLEON
Here you are.
LOVECLEON
Then call the case!
LOATHECLEON
All right,

51 The goddess to whom domestic sacrifice was offered, and
with whose name all sacrifices, prayers, and oaths began.
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LOVECLEON
Who's this first one here?

LOATHECLEON
Oh helll How annoying, I've forgotten to bring out the
voting urns. :

_ LOVECLEON
Hey yon, where are you running off to?
LOATHECLEON
To get the urns.
LOVECLEON

Don't bother, I've already got these soup ladles.

LOATHECLEON
Theyll do just fine. So now we've got everything we
need—everything except a water clockl

LOVECLEON
{pointing to the chamberpot) And what's this here if it isn’t
a water clock?

LOATHECLEON
You've truly got the native Athenian’s resourcefulness. On
the double now, somebody fetch fire and myrtle wreaths
and the incense from the house, so that we can begin by
praying to the gods.
CHORUS
And to celebrate your truce
and your prayers
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we shall sing you a propitious song,
because like gontlemen
you've settled your warfare and strife.

LOATHECLEON
First let there be respectful silence now.

_ CHORUS LEADER
Pythian Phoebus Apollo, bless with fair fortume

CHOQRUS
the experiment this man has devised
right on his doorstep, :
and may it work for us too,

when our roving is over.
Hail, Paean!

. LOATHECLEON

Sidewalk Apollo,® Lord, Master, and Neighbor,
Forefront of My Forecourt,

accept a new rite, Lord, which we're launching for
my father,

Purge him of this excessively harsh and hardhearted
disposition,

infusing his dear little heart, like syrup, with a bit of
honey. ’

Let him now treat people

gently, and have more pity - .

for the defendants than the prosecutors,

and shed a tear when people beseech him,

52 See 804 n.

878 wpomihate Bentley: wpds wihas a

335



ARISTOPHANES

b 4 ) 8 hl
kai mevodiuevor TNS SuaTKohias
dmwd Ths opyis
™y dxaligmy dderéotlar.
KOPTTAIOS
- > ’
885 Luvevybpeato <Tabrd> vou kdwddouey
L ~ I
vasow apyals elvexa TGV Tpohekeyuévav.
KOPT®AIOYE
. s 2 ]
(6or) ebvor ydp éoper € ob
M s .
Tov dfuov fofiuecdi oov
-~ £ ~ 3 »
duhovrros ds oveis dnp
880 TGV ye vewTépr.
BAEATKARQN
» S 3 4 > s .
€l T Blpacw Phaoris, eoitw
3 3 ’
de i dr Mywow, odk eodpiooper.
GIAOKAEQN
4 ' o o e)\; €TaL
& dedywr olros; 00OV aATETOL.

7is dp
BAEATKAEON
drover’ #dn Ths ypodis. “éypdfaro
895 Kvov Kvdafmraeds AdByr Aifwvéa
7o Tupdy ABikeiy OTu pdvos karijoldier
Tov Secehikdy. Thumpo kKhods oUkwos.”
OTAOKAEON
BédvaTos pév oby kivewos, 7w draf drd.
885 ¢radrd> Dindorf: om. a
'890 e vewrépww Beisigcl. vewrépor VI BT yervatorépor a:

ovverarépor V1. B

336

WASPS

and put away his bad temper,
from his anger

drawing the sting.
~ CHORUS LEADER
We join you in these prayers and chime in with a song for
your new regime, on the strength of your pronouncements.
CHORUS

Yes, we have been on your side

since we sensed that you cherish the people

more than anyone else,

at least among the younger generation.

LOATHECLEON _
If any juror is at the door, let him enter. We'll admit no one
once speeches have begun.

LOVEGLEON
So who's this defendant? He's really going to get it!

LOATHECLEON
Now all hear the charge: “Demadogue, the watchdog of
Cydathenaeum,® indicts Grabes of Aexone of malefaction,
in that he devoured a Sicilian cheese alt by himself. Pro-
posed penalty: a collar of impeach wood. 5

LOVECLEON
No, he’ll get death, a dog’s death, if he takes this falll

53 Cleon’s deme.
54 See 145 n.
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LOATHEGLEON
The aforesaid defendant is here present..

LOVECLEON .
The dirty scum! He’s got thief written all over him, too!
Look at him grin, thinking he’ll fox me. But where’s the
prosecutor, Demadogue of Cydathenaeum?

DEMADOGUE
Bow wow wow!
LOATHECLEON
He’s present. : ‘
XANTHIAS ’

This one’s just another Grabes, good at barking and licking
the bowls ¢lean!

LOATHECLEON
Sit down and be quiet. You, take the stand and begin the
prosecution.

LOVECLEON
Well now, while that’s going on I'll pour myself some soup
to slurp. '

DEMADOGUE
Men of the jury, you have heard the indictment that T have
filed against this defendant. He has indeed perpetrated the
most shocking deeds both against me and against the
whole yo ho ho.® Sneaked off to a corner he did, sicilized
a big cheese, and bolted it down under cover of darkness.

3 Athenian sailors, drawn mostly from the poorest classes,
strongly supported Cleon.
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LOVECLEON
By god, he obviously did it! Just now he blew a horrible
cheesy belch at me, the disgusting cur!

DEMADOGUE
And he didnt share any with me when I asked for some.
Tell me, who will be able to give you a square deal unless
a scrap or two gets thrown to me, your watchdog?

’ " LOVECLEON
He didn't even share it with the public, that's me] The
man’s as hot as this soup.

LOATHECLEON

Good heavens, father, don’t prejudge his guilt before you
hear both sides.

LOVECLEON

But dear boy, it’s an open and shut case. The facts bark for
themselves!

DEMADOGUE
Just don’t you let him off, because of all dogs he’s far and
away the most hoggish man. Sailed right around the platter
he did, and ate the rind off the cities!

LOVECLEON
And me without enough plaster to patch my water potl

DEMADOGUE
Under the circumstances you must punish him—as they
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sdy, one copse can't support two robbers—so all my bark-
ing won't have been for nothing. Otherwise, T won’t bark
next time.

LOVECLEON
Wowee! What a mass of misdeeds he’s denounced! What a
thieving piece of work the man is! Don’t you agree, Mr,
Rooster? By god he does, to judge by his wink. Mr. Chair-
man? Where is he? Chamberpot please! -

LOATHECLEON
Get it yourself, I'm summoning the witnesses. (calling into
the house) Witnesses for Grabes please be present: Bowl,
Pestle, Cheesegrater, Brazier, Pot, and all other utensils
summoned to testi-fry.

Enter Utensils from the house.

Are you still pissing? Haven't you sat down yet?

LOVECLEON
No, but I think this one’ll be shitting himself pretty soon!

LOATHECLEON
Won't you stop being hardhearted and ill tempered, and
toward defendants to boot? Must you chew on them? fo
Grabes) Take the stand and present your defence. Why
don’t you say something? Speak up!
LOVECLEON
This one seems to have nothing to say for himself.

LOATHECLEON
No, T think the same thing’s happened to him that once
happened to Thucydides when he was on trial: his jaws
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suddenly got paralyzed 3 Move over for me; I'll present
your defence. Tt is difficult, gentlemen of the jury, to speak
on behalf of a slandered dog, but speak I shall, For he’s a
good dog, and he chases away the wolves.

LOVECLEON
No, he’s a thief and a conspirator!

 LOATHECLEON
On the contrary, he’s top dog of his generation, able to
control a multitude of sheep.

LOVECLEON
What good is that, if he eats the cheese?

LOATHECLEON
Why, he fights for you and guards your door, and he’s an
all-around top dog. If he did steal, pardon him. You see,
he never learned how to play the lyre.

LOVECLEON
I wish he’d never learned reading and writing either; then
he couldn’t have submitted dishonest accounts to us,

LOATHECLEON
My dear sir, please liston to my witnesses. Take the stand,
Cheesegrater, and speak up. Your position was Steward?
Answer clearly about your consignment. Didn’t you grate
it out to the troops? He says he did.

56 Thucydides, son of Melestas, had been Pericles’ chief rival
until he became tongue-tied at a trial; of. Achernians 703-12.
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. LOVECLEON
Sure, but he’s lying.
LOATHECLEON
My dear sir, take pity on the careworn. Grabes here lives
on a diet of giblets and bones, and he’s never in the same
place for long. And the other one—look what he is: a mere
-watchdog. He stays right here, and whatever’s brought

home he demands a share of, and if he doesn't get it, he
bites. :

LOVECLEON
Oh no! What can it be that’s softening me? Something bad
is closing in on me and changing my mind!

LOATHECLEON
Come on, father, I beg you, be merciful to him, don’t de-
stroy him! Where are his puppies?

Enter Grabes” Puppies.
Take the stand, you poor things. Whimper, beg, grovel, and
weep!

LOVECLEON
Step down, step down, step down, step down!

LOATHECLEON
I'll step down, even though that outery “step down” has
fooled a great many people. Still, I'll step down.

LOVEGLEQN
Ah hell! F's not good, this slurping, I cried away my better
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judgment, and all because I filled up on hot soup!

LOATHECLEON
He’s not getting off, then?
LOVECLEON
It’s hard to say.
LOATHECLEON

Come on, daddy, turn over a new leafl. Také this pebble

shut your eyes, rush over to the second urn, and acquit him
father.

3

>

'LOVECLEON
Absolutely not! I never Jearned to play the lyre either.

LOATHECLEON ,
Come on then, let me usher you around this way, it's quick-
est.

LOVECLEON
This is the first urn?
LOATHECLEON
Itis, :
LOVECLEON
There she goes!
LOATHECLEON

(to the audience) He's fooled; he voted for acquittal un-
awares. (to Lovecleon) Let’s do the count.

LOVECLEON
What's our verdict?
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LOATHECLEON
I think it will soon be clear. Grabes, you're acquitted! (as
the courtroom parties depart) Father, father, what's the
matter? Dear me| Where's some water? Raise up!

' LOVECLEON
Tell me one thing;: did he really get off?
LOATHECLEON
He did indeed.
LOVECLEON
Then I'm done for!
LOATHECLEON
My dear father, don’t think about it. Just stand up.
LOVECLEON

How am I going to live with this on my conscience, now
that I've let a defendant off? Gods almighty, forgive me. [
did it unintentionally, it was unlike me!

LOATHECLEON

Don't take it so hard. I'm going to take care of you in fine
fashion, father, and take you with me everywhere, to din-
ner, to parties, to spectacles, so that you'll spend the rest
of your days pleasantly; and no longer will Hyperbolus
make a fool of you with his lies. Now let’s go inside.
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LOVECLEON
All right then, if you like.

LOATHEGLEON and LOVECLEON go inio the house.

CHORUS
Bon voyage, wherever you're going.
And you meanwhile,
you countless thousands,
take care that the good words to follow
don’t simply fall to the ground;
that’s what happens to stupid spectators,
and is hardly expected from you.

CHORUS LEADER
Now then, people, give me your attention, if you like frank
talk, Our poet wants to chastise the audience today. He
claims they've wronged him without provocation, even
though he’s treated them abundantly well, at first not
openly but secretly, by helping other poets, taking his cue
from the prophetic device of Eurycles:5 slipping into
other men’s bellies and making lots of comic material pour
out, After that, he took his chances openly on his own,
holding the reins not of someone else’s team of muses, but

57 A seer-ventriloquist, of. Flato, Sophist 252¢, Plutarch, Mor-
alia 414c,
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his own. And when he was raised to greatness and honored
among you as no one has ever been, he says he didn’t end
up getting above himself, his head didn’t swell, and he
didn't start eruising the wrestling schools looking for a
pickup. And if a man in love pressed him to satirize a
favorite of his, with whom he was angry, he says he never
went along with any such request, on the highminded prin-
ciple that he shouldn't turn the muses he employs into
pimps. And when he first began to produce,?® he says, he
didn’t attack ordinary people, but in the very spirit of Her-
acles he came to grips with the greatest monsters, boldly
standing up right from the start to old Jagged Teeth him-
self™ whose eyes like the bitch Cynna’s flashed terrible
beams, and all around his pate licked a hundred heads of
damned flatterers; he had the voice of a death dealing
torrent, the smell of a seal, the unwashed balls of a
Lamia,% and the arsehole of a camel. On seeing such an
apparition, he says, he didn’t get cold feet and take bribes

58 With Knights at the Lenaea of 424.

5 Cleon. Cynna was a notorious prostitute.

80 An ogress, evidently hermaphroditic, who ate children; she
appeared in plays by Crates and Euripides.
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to betray you, but fought then as he. fights now on your
behalf. And he says that along with the monster he came
to grips last yearS! with the shivers and fevers that hy night
choked fathers and strangled grandfathers, that climbed
into the very beds of the peaceable citizens among you,
comstructing affidavits, summonses, and depositions, so
that many people jumped up in terror and ran to the pole-
march.® Such a bulwark against evil, such a purifier of the
land had you found, when last year you double-crossed
him,% when he sowed a crop of brand-new ideas that you
made fruitless by your failure to understand them clearly.
And yet over and over again he swears solemnly by Diony-
sus that no one ever heard any comic poetry better than
that. So you're all disgraced for failing to appreciate it right
away, though our poet is no worse off in the eyes of the
sagacious if while overtaking his rivals with a novel concep-
tion he took a spill,

1 Le., at the Lenaia of 493, but the play has not been
identified; Merchant Ships and Farmers are possible candidates.

% The archon in charge of resident aliens; the implication is
that professional informers {“sycophants”) were typieally non-
Athenian,

83 By awarding third prize to Closds.

1937 aiirodl] adrdr Bentley
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But from now on, dear people,

cherish and foster more

the poets who seek to find something fresh to say;
save up their ideas

and put them in your hampers

with the potpourri. :

If you do that, next year

your clothes will be fragrant

with the sweet scent of wit.

CHORUS
Ah, once upon a time we were valiant in choruses,
and valiant in battle,
and above all most valiant where this is concerned.54
But that’s long, long ago,
all gone now, and these locks of mine
bloom whiter than a swan.
But even from these ruins we must
summon up youthful strength,
for I think that my
old age outdoes
the ringlets, the getups, and the wicle-arsedness
of today’s young men.

CHORUS LEADER

Spectators, if any of you has noticed our appearance and
sees our wasp waists, and wonders what's the point of our
stingers, I can easily edify him, “be he ever so unversed

64 Indicating their phalli.
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before.”® We who sport this kind of rump are the only
truly indigenous native Athenians, a most virile breed and
one that very substantially aided this city in battle, that
time the barbarian came spewing smoke over all the city
and incinerating it,% intent upon forcibly eradicating our
hives. Right away we charged forth with spear, with shield,
and we fought them, steeped in bitter spirits, each man
standing beside the next, biting his lip with fury.5” We
couldn’t see the sky for all the arrows overhead,® but still,
with the gods’ help, towards evening we pushed them back;
for before the battle an owl had flown over our troops.s?
Then we pursued them, harpooning their baggy pants, and
they kept running, stung in the jaws and the eyebrows.
That’s why to this day barbarians everywhere insist that
there’s nothing manlier than an Attic wasp.

CHORUS

Yes, I was awesome then, so everybody feared me,

and T upended

my opponents when I sailed against them on my
triremes,

No, in those days we didn’t care

about getting ready to make a good speech

or to trump up a charge against someone,

but only about who would he

65 From Euripides’ Sthenchosa (fr. 663),

8 The Persians burned Athens in 480/79.

67 This action refers to the battle of Marathon in 480,

9 So Heradotus 7.226, of the battle of Thermopylae in 480.

8 Athena’s bird and so a good omen, especially for Athenians;
Plutarch, Themistocles 12.1 assigns this omen to the battle of
Salamjs in 480.
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the best oarsman. That's why

we took many cities from the Medes
and are chiefly responsible

for the tribute’s being brought to Athens,
for the younger generation to steal.

CHORUS LEADER

Looking at us from all sides, you'll find that in our character
and lifestyle we're in all respects most like wasps. First, no
creature is more sharp-tempered than we are when irri-
tated, or more cantankerous. Then again, we engineer
everything else just like wasps: we gather in swarms as if
into nests, some of us judging in the archon’s court, some
before the Eleven, and some in the Odeum, packed in tight
against the walls like this, hunched toward the ground and
hardly moving, like grubs in their cells. We're very re-
sourceful at making a living, too: we sting everybody and
so provide our daily bread. But the problem is, there are
drones sitting among us who have no stingers, who stay at
home and feed off the fruits of the tribute without toiling
for it. And we're very nettled if some draft dodger gulps
down our pay, when in defence of this country he’s never
raised an oar, a lance, or a blister. No, I think that from now
on any citizen, bar none, who doesn’t have a stinger should
not be paid three obols,

Enter LOVECLEON, LOATHECLEON, and a Slave, who car-
ries a fine cloak and boots.

70 See 684 ff.
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LOVECLEON
No, I'll never take this off, not while I'm alive! It was my
sole salvation when I was in the ranks, when the great north
wind™ made war on us.

LOATHECLEON
You don't seem to want anything nice done for you.

LOVECLEON
God no! It’s never done me any good. Once before, when
I'd gorged on sprats, I had to pay the cleaner three obols.

LOATHECLEON
Anyway, at least try it on, After all, you have put yourself
in my hands for good treatment.

LOVECLEON
So, what do you want me to do?

LOATHECLEON
Take off this ratty jacket and nattily put on that cloak.

LOVECLEON
Why should we bear and rear children anyway, when now
this one wants to smother me?

LOATHECLEON
Here, take this and put it on, and stop babbling.

LOVECLEON
What the hell is this, for heaven’s sake?

71 “North wind” is a surprise for “the great king” {of Persia);
Lovecleon has been wearing his cloak for over 50 years.
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LOATHECLEON
Some call it a Persian cloak, others a tasseled astrakhan,

LOVECLEON
I thought it was an overcoat from Thymaetidae,™

LOATHECLEON
Nowonder; you've never been to Sardis.™ Otherwise you'd
have recognized it; as it is, you don't.

LOVECLEON
I admit I certainly don't. But it looks to me exactly like
Morychus” knapsack.

LOATHECLEQN
No it doesn’t; these are woven in Ecbatana,™

LOVECLEON
In Echatana they make woollen sausages?

LOATHECLEON
Where do you get that notion, good sir? No, the natives
weave these, at great expense. You know, this one easily
sucked down a talent’s worth of wool.

LOVECLEON
Then instead of an astrakhanr, wouldn't it be better to call
it a woolpool?

LOATHECLEON
Take it, good sir. And stand still while getting a change of
clothes.

" A coastal deme not far north of Piraeus; Etymologiowm
Magnum 288.15 calls the inhabitants “most juridical,” but the joke
here is unclear. 78 Former capital of Lydia.

™ See Acharnians 64 n. Morychus was a noted gourmand.
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LOVECLECN
Good grief, what a hot belch the rotten thing blew at me!
LOATHECLEON
Please put it on.
LOVECLEON
1 absolutely refuse,
LOATHECLEON
But good sir—-
LOVECLEON
If this is compulsory, dress me in an oven instead.
LOATHECLEON
Very well, I'll dress you myself. {to Slave) You may go.
LOVECLEON
But at least put a meathook nearby.
LOATHECLEON
Why is that?
LOVECLEON

So you can pull me out before I fall apart.

LOATHECLEON
All right, please take off those accursed sandals. Hurry up
and get into these spartans.™

LOVECLEON
How in the world could I bear to put on “hateful leathers
from enemy lands”?

5 Red hoots with straps, worn only by men.
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LOATHECLEON
Put it in here any time now, sir. Push down firmly into that
spartan, and hurry up.

LOVECLEON
It's a crime to make me set foot on enemy sole!

LOATHECLEON
There. Now the other.

LOVECLEON
Please, not this foot! One of its toes is very anti-Spartan.

LOATHECLEON
You have no choice,

LOVECLEON
Then I'm a goner, with not a single corn to look forward to
in my old age!
LOATHECLEON

At loast hurry up with the boots. Now step out as the
wealthy do, like this, with a sort of voluptuous swagger.

LOVECLEON
All right. Watch my gait, and tell me which rich man walks
most like it

LOATHECLEON
Which one? Someone who's dressed a boil with garlic,
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LOVECLEON
P'm actually trying to do the hoochie-koochie.

LOATHECLEON
Now then, will you know how to recount impressive stories
in the presence of very knowledgeable and intelligent gen-
tlemen? '

LOVECLEON
Sure I will,
LOATHECLEON
What story would you tell, then?
LOVECLEON

TI've got lots of stories. First of all, how Lamia farted when
captured. Then how Cardopion™ got hold of his mother
and-—

LOATHECLEON
I don’t want fairytales, I want stories with human interest,
the sort we most often tell, the ones we tell at home.

LOVECLEON
Well, I know one that’s very much about home, the one
that goes, “Once there was a mouse and a cat”—

LOATHECLEON
You ignorant oaf—as Theogenes™ said to the dung collec-
tor, and only while quarrelling. Do you intend to talk about
mice and cats in the company of gentlemen?

LOVECLEON
What sort of stories should I te]lp

7 Unknown. 77 A shipowner and politician much sati-
rized in comedy as greedy, boastful, dirty, and boorish.
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LOATHECLEON
Impressive ones, such as how you went on an official em-
bassy with Androcles™ and Cleisthenes.

LOVECLEON
T've never been on an embassy anywhere, except to Paros,
and then I was paid only two obols, :

LOATHECLEON
Well, in that case, you should at least tell about Ephudion’s
fine battle with Ascondas in the pancration,™ when he was
old and grey but had that deep chest, those hands and
flanks, those magnificent arms.

LOVECLEON
Hold on now, that’s nonsensel How could he have fought
in a pancration armed?

LOATHECLEON
That’s how sophisticated people typically tell stories. Now
tell me something else: if you were drinking with unfamil-
iar people, what do you think you'd recount as the bravest
exploit of your youth?
LOVECLEON

I know, T know! The bravest of my exploits; the time T
swiped Ergasion’s vine pales.

LOATHECLEON
You'll be the death of me! Vine poles? No, tell how you

8 A demagogic politician who would be assassinated by oli-
garchs in 411. 7 The Arcadian athlete Ephudion won the
Olympic pancration (free-style wrestling) in 464 while in his
prime; nothing is known about Ascondas.
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once hunted boar or hare, or ran a torch race. Reeall some-
thing very lusty.

LOVECLEON
Well, I know what was the lustiest: when I was still a young
bull and went after the runner Phayllus and beat him—in
a lawsuit for defamation, by two votes.®

LOATHECLEON
Stop! Now come over here and recline, and learn how to
be symposiastic and convivialistic,

LOVECLEON
How do I recline, then? Hurry up and tell me.
LOATHECLEON
Gracefuily.
. LOVECLEON
You're telling me to recline like this?
LOATHECLEON
Not at all,
LOVECLEQON
Then how?
LOATHECLEON

Extend your legs and pour yourself out on the coverlets in
a fluid, athletic way. Then praise one of the bronzes, gaze
at the ceiling, admire the room’s curtains, Water for our
hands; serve the tables; now we're dining; now we've
cleaned up; now it’s time to pour the wine.

80 A famous athlste from Craton in Sicily, who commanded a
ship in the battle of Salamis in 480.
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LOVECLEON
Good heavens, are we dining on dream food?

LOATHECLEON
The girl piper has started to play. Your drinking compan-
ions are Theorus, Aeschines, Phanus, Cleon, and a second
foreigner next to Acestor.®! When in the company of men
like these, be sure you take up the songs in fine fashion.

LOVECLEON
Oh really? I'll do it better than any Diacrian, 2

. LOATHECLEON
I'll find out. Suppose I'm Cleon, and I start singing the
Harmodius Song, and you're going to take it up.
“Never was a man in Athens bom . . .”

LOVECLEQN
.. . 50 great a scoundrel, and such a thiefl

LOATHECLEON
Is that what you're going to do? Youll be shouted to death!
He'll vow to destroy you and annihilate you and hound you
out of the country.

LOVECLEON
If he threatens me, by god I'll sing another one:
“You there, the fellow who seeks the high authority,
you shall upend the city yet; it’s poised to tilt.”83

81 A tragic dramatist ridiculed in comedy as a parasite with the
nickname “Sacas” (implying Asian ancestry). With the variant read
“and another foreigner next to you, Acestor’s son” {not mentioned
elsewhere), implying that Cleon is a foreigner, as in Knights.

82 Diacris was a district in the foothills of Mt. Parnes in north-
ern Attica, 83 Adapted from Alcaeus’ poem warning of the
rise of the sixth-century tyrant Pittacus (fr. 141).
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LOATHECLEON

But what happens when Theorus, reclining at your feet,
grasps Cleon’s right hand and sings:

“Remember, friend, the story of Admetus,

and cherish the good people,™*
What song will you cap that with?

LOVECLEON

I'll be Iyrical:

“You cannot be foxy

or befriend both sides.”®s

LOATHECLEON
After him, Aeschines the son of Hotair will take it up, a
sophisticated and cultured gentleman, and he’ll sing:
“Money and substance
for Clitagora and me
midst the Thessalians . . "8

LOVECLEON
- . Yes, we did a lot of boasting, you and 1!

LOATHECLEQON
This part you seem to understand reasonably well. It’s time
we were off to Philoctemon’s®” for dinner. (calling into the
house) Boy, boy! Pack dinner for the two of us, Chrysus, so
we can have a real booze-up at long last!

84 The first line of a poem by Praxilla of Sicyon (fr. 3); Ad-
metus’ story was dramatized by Euripides in Alcestis. :

85 Source unknown.

8 Clitagora was a popular drinking song, but nothing certain
is known about it or its author.

8 An attested name, but probably chosen here hecause it
mezns “fond of possessions,”

381



1255

1260

{oTp)
1265

ARISTOPHANES

DIAOKARON
. pndauis,
Kakdy T mivew. amd yop olvov yiyveral
xai Bupoxomfioar Kol mardfar kat Bohely,
kimar dmortvew dpylpov ék KpasTains.

BAEATKAEON

- , -
ok, Hv Evvfis ' dvBpdot kakols Te kdyafdols.

3 yop mapyrioavro oy memovbora,
3 Néyow Enefas adrds doreidy Tiva,
Adgwmxdr yéhowor %) SvBapiricor, ]
by dpabes &v 76 cvpmoTiy wr és yéhwr
> wpoyw Erpebas, dor ddeis o dmoiyerat.
PIAOEARLN
pabnréov o dp’ éori Tolhols 7OV Aéymv},
&mep y dmorelow undév, v Tt dpdd rkaxdy.
dye vov, loper pmdév Huds toyére,
XOPOZ:

morhdxes 8% Bof éuavrd

Setidos medurévar Kol

OKALOS OVDETWTOTE,
AN Apvvies 6 Zéhhov

6 Aho, otk Tév KpwBilov,
obros vy éyd mor eldov

dvri pihov kai Pods Sevar-

volvra perd Aewydpov mwet-

382

WASPS

LOVECLEON
Oh no! Drinking’s bad. Wine gets you doors broken in,
assault and battery, then paying money for the damage
while you're hung over.

LOATHECLEON

No, not if you're in the company of fine gentlemen. They’Il
beg the victim off, or else you yourself can tell him some
witty story, something funny by Aesop or about Sybaris,
one of the stories you learned at the party, and then you've
turned the whole thing into a joke, so he lets you off and
goes on his merry way.

LOVECLEON
Sure, I'd better learn lots of those stories, if 'm to owe no
damages when I do something bad.

Enter a Slave with two dinner baskets. .
Come on now, let’s go; let nothing stop us now!
Exit LOVECLEON, LOATHECLEON, and Slave.

CHORUS
T've very often thought that I
am naturally intelligent
and never ever stupid,
but Amynias son of Hotair,
he of the Hairbun family, is even more so.
He’s the one I once saw
dining with Leogoras

8 The destruction of this luzurious south Ttalian city by the
neighboring Crotonians ¢. 510 inspired many tales about the in-
eptitude of its pampered inhabitants,
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89 The best candidates are the famous sophist and later oli-
garch, known for high living (cf. Xenophon, Memorabilia 1.6), or
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instead of eating apple and pomegranate,

for he’s as hungry as Antiphon, 58

And he even went along on an embassy to Pharsalus,%
then spent his time there one on one

with the Thessalian Paupers %!

being himself a pauper

second to none.

CHORUS LEADER

Lucky Automenes,* we think you're so lucky! You've be-
gotten children as skillful as can be. First there’s a2 man
universally loved and very talented, the outstanding lyre
player,™ whom Charm herself attends. Then there’s the
actor,™ so awfully talented. And then there’s Ariphrades,%
by far the most intrinsically talented, who, his father once
swore, needed no teacher to learn how to use his tongue
creatively whenever he enters a whorehouse.

<CHORUS>

: GHORUS LEADER

There are some who said that I'd made peace, that time®
when Cleon laid into me and tried to shake me up some,
and did sting me with abuse. Furthermore, while I was
being skinned alive, the crowd outside kept laughing as
they watched him shouting hard, with no concern at all for

{more likely) Antiphon son of Lysonides, a wealthy man ridiculed
also in Cratinus’ Flask of 493 (fr. 212).
80 A city in Thessaly.
91 As the serfs in that region were called. 92 Unknown.
93 Arignotus, of. Knights 1278. % His name is unknown.
% Brother of Arignotus; for his vice of, Knights 1278ff.
% After the performance of Knights.
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1293 del. Dindorf

87 Le., the attack in Wasps shows that Aristophanes has broken
his promise to mitigate his attacks on Cleon. 93. Unknown.

99 A socially prominent man frequently satirized in comedy for
high living, as were his wife and son, the handsome athlete Antoly-
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me, save only to see if T would toss up some little joke when
squeezed. I saw all this and pulled a little monkey business;
and today the stake’s played the vine for a fool 7

XANTHIAS runs in.

: XANTHIAS
Ah tortoises, I envy you your shells! It was good and brainy
of you to roof your backs with tile and so cover your sides.
Me, I've been bruised within an inch of my life by a walking
stick! :

CHORUS LEADER
What s it, boy? Yes, it’s fair to call anyone “boy” who takes
a beating, even if he s an old man.

XANTHIAS
Why, sce if the old man hasn't turned out to be an utter
calamity, and far the most drunk and disorderly man at the
party, even though Hippylhus® was there, and Antiphon,
Lycon,® Lysistratus, Thuphrastus, 100 the Phrynichust!
group. He was far and away the most outrageous of them
all. As soon as he’d sated himself with lots of good food, he
jumped up and started to prance about, fart, and make fim
of people, like a little donkey living it up on barley. And he

cus {portrayed in Xenophon's Symposium). 100 Unknown.

101 Among several candidates are (1) the comic poet (cf.
Clouds 566); (2) the oligarch of 411 {¢f. Frogs 689); (3) the man
implicated in the mutilation of the herms in 415, called “the ex-
dancer” by Andocides (1.47); and, if this is not the same man, {4)
& tragic actor or dancer mentioned in the scholia here, at Clouds
1081, and (as “son of Chorocles”) Birds 750. (3) and/or (4) may be
the tragic dancer mentioned in 1490, if this is not a reminiscence
of the dead tragic poet (220 1),
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gave me a right lusty beating, all the while yelling “boy,
boy.” Lysistratus took one look at him and made a compari-
son: “Old fellow;, you're like a nouveau riche teenager, or
an ass that’s slipped away to a bran pile!” And he bellowed
back with his own comparison of Lysistratus to a locust
that’s lost the wings off its cloak, or Sthenelus'® shorn of
his stage props. Everyone applanded, with the sole excep-
tion of Thuphrastus, who pursed his lips, as being intelli-
gent. Then the old man asked Thuphrastus, “Say, why do
you act the bigwig and pretend to be stylish, when you're
only a elown sucking up to anyone who's doing well at the
moment?” That’s the way he insulted them, one after the
other, mocking them like a yokel and also telling stories
that were completely inappropriate to the situation. And
after he gets drunk, he starts for home, hitting everyone
who meets him. Look, here he comes, staggering drunk.
I'm going to get out of his way before I start catching
punches!

XANTHIAS runs into the house. LOVECLEON staggers in,
one hand holding a torch and the other Dardanis. Love-
cleon’s vicTims follow.

LOVECLEON
Give way! Make way!
Some of those people back there following me
are going to be very sorry
You scoundrels, if you don’t scatter off,
oh how I'll make fried fish of you
with this torch!

102 A tragic dramatist whose writing Aristotle considered un-
inspired, Poetics 1458a18-21.
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VICTIM
You'll certainly have to answer for this tomoirow, to all of
us, even if you are a young blade. We'll all be here together,
with summonses. '

LOVECLEON
Goodness me! Summonses!
How old-fashioned of you, Don't you know
that I can’t even stand to hear
about lawsuits? Yuk, yuk!
This is what I like! Down with voting urns!
Get along! Where’s
a juror, eh? Get out of here!

VICTIMS run atoay.

{ascending the steps to his door) Come up this way, my
little blonde cockchafer. (offering his phallus) Grab bold of
this rope here with your hand. Hang on, but be careful, the
rope’s worn out; ail the same, it doesn’t mind being rubbed.
Did you see how handily T sneaked you away just when you
were supposed to start sucking the guests? For that you
owe my cock here a {avor. But no, you won't pay up, you
won't come through, T know it. Yow'll trick me and stick
your tongue way ont at it; you've done the same to lots of
other men, But if you don't act like a mean woman to me
now, I promise that, as soon as my son dies, I'll buy your
freedom and keep you as a concubine, my little pussy. As
it is, I don’t control my own property, I'm young, and I'm

1335 i West, cf. Pacem 195: ieb a

391



1355

1360

1365

1370

ARISTOPHANES

véos ydp elpu. kai dukdrropar apédpa
™ yap Vibiov Typel pe, xdor Sdorolow
KEMAWS KupuvompLoTokapdapoyiidor,
Tad7 odw wepl pmov Sédowe pm Siadfapd-
Torp yop ovdels éoTv avTg wATw éuob,
681 8¢ kavrds, émi oé k' Eowke Peiv,
GAN" ds rdyora orhfh Tdode Tas Beras
ABoiia’, 1 adirdy reldow veavuds,
olows woll obros éué mpd 7Y pvomplov.
BAEATKARQN
& ofiros obros, Tupedave ral xotpddiuf,
molely épav T Eoixas wpalas copot.
otror karampoife pi T0v AmdéAhe Tolto Spdv.
DPIAOQOKAELN
ds Hdéws ddyows dv é fovs Sikny.
. BAEATRABON
o Sewd rofdlew oe Y adAyTpidae
Tor Evpmordy rkhéfovTo;
DPIAOKAEON
wolay abAnTpide;
7t TadTe Anpels Gomep dmd TipSPov merdy;
BAEATKARQN
vy ov AL, abry ot “ori ool ¥ 1) Aapdavis.
. DTAOKAEON
ok, dAN év dyopd Tols Peols Sgs rdeTat

392

WASPS

carefully guarded: my little son watches me. He's grouchy,
and on top of that he’s a cress- and cumin-peeling skinflint.
You see, he’s worried that ')l be spoiled; I'm the only father
he’s got. But here he comes! He sesms to be chasing after
you and me, Quick now, take this torch and stand still, so
I can play teenage tricks on him, the same tricks he played
on me when I stood for initiation, 103

Enter LOATHECLEON.

LOATHECLEON

~ You there! Yes you, you psychotic pussy squeezer! You

seem to be fondly infatuated with a fresh—coffin! You

won't get away with this behavior, by Apollo you won't.
LOVECLEON

I can see you'd enjoy the taste of a good sour lawsuit!

LOATHECLEON
How dare you pull my leg, after stealing the girl piper from
the guests|

LOVECLEON
What girl piper? What's this you’re raving about, like a man
who's taken leave of his—tomb?
LOATHECLEON
By god, this has got to be Dardanis you've got here!

LOVECLEON
No, it’s a torch in the marketplace burning for the gods.

102 Tnto the Eleusinian Mysteries, which featured ritual mock-
ery of initiates,
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LOATHECLEON
This is a torch?
LOVECLEON
Yes, a torch. Don’t you see its cleavage?
LOATHECLEQON
And what’s this dark patch in the middle?
LOVECLEON
That’s easy: pitch coming out when it’s hot."
LOATHECLEON
And behind here, isn't this an arsehole?
LOVECLEON
No, that’s a knothole sticking out of the torch,
LOATHECLEON

What do you mean? Knothole! (o Dardanis) You get over
here!

LOVECLEON
Hey, hey, what do you think you're doing?

LOATHECLEON
Grabbing her and taking her away from you, because I'm
convinced that you're worn out and utterly unable to per-
form.

LOVECLEON
Listen to me now, When I was at Olympia on an embassy,
Ephudion put up a fine fight against Ascondas, even as an
old man. Then the older man hit the younger with his fist
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and knocked him down. (he knocks Loathecleon down)
The moral: you should beware of getting a pair of black
eyes.

Dardanis runs off

LOATHECLEON
By god, you've certainly learned the lesson about Olympial

Enter MYRTIA with an empty tray, and Chaerephon.

MYRTIA
(to Chaerephon) Come here and stand by me; in the name
of the gods, please. That's the man who beat me with his
torch and demolished me, and who knocked ten obols’
worth of bread off here, plus four loaves more.

LOATHECLEON
See what you've done? Now we’re sure to have trouble and
lawsuits, because of your drinking,

LOVECLEON
Not at alll Some adroit storytelling will settle things. I
know just how I'll settle things with this woman.
MYRTIA
No, by the Twin Gods,'™ you'll not sweet-talk Myrtia,
daughter of Ancylion and Sostrate,1% after my stock’s been
ruined like this!

LOVECLEON
Listen, madam; I'd like to tell you a charming story.

104 Demeter and Kore, a women’s oath.
105 Myrtia insists on her citizen status; the names are ordinary.
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108 T.asus of Hermione was invited to Athens by the tyrant
Hipparchus between 527 and 514, where he may have helped to
establish the contests in dithyramb, his poetic specialty. Collec-
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MYRTIA
Don't you tell it to e, sir,

LOVECLEON
When Aesop was walking home from dinner one evening,
a bold and tipsy bitch started barking at him. And he said,
“Bitch, bitch, if you'd trade that nasty tongue of yours for
some flour, 1 think you'd be showing sense,”

MYRTIA
Langhing at me too; are you? I'm surmmoning you, what-
éver your name is, to appear before the commissioners of
the marketplace for ruining my stock, with Chaerephon
here as my witness, '

LOVECLEON
No! Just listen and see if you think 'm making sense. Once
Lasus'® and Simonides'®” were training rival choruses,
and Lasus said, “I couldn’t care less.”

MYRTIA
So that’s your attitude?

MYRTIA and Chaerephon walk off.

LOVECLEON
(shouting after them) Tell me Chaerephon, are you really
acting as a summons witness for a woman? You fook like 3

tions of his witty sayings were still read in Roman times (cf,
Athenaeus 8.338).

197 Simonides of Ceus, one of the greatest Greek lyric poets,
was, like Lasus, invited to Athens by Hipparchus; he boasted of
56 first prizes in dithyramb (Epigrams 27 Campbell), and his wise
sayings were collected.
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sallow Inc clutching the feet of Euripides!108

LOATHECLEON
Here’s somecne else on his way to summon you; look, he’s
got a witness with him,

Enter ACCUSER with Witness.

AGCUSER
(chetching his head) Oh, what a calamity! T summon you,
old man, for assault!

LOATHECLEON
Assault? Please, don’t summon him for that; good heavens!
I'll compensate you on his behalf, whatever amount you
propose, and you will also have my gratitude.

LOVECLEON
No, [ volunteer to settle with him. I admit I puached him
and pelted him. (fo Accuser) Come aver here. Will you let
me decide how much money I'll pay in this matter, and
then we'll be friends from now on, or will you make a
proposal? :

ACCUSER
You say. I don’t need any lawsuits and trouble.

LOVECLEON
A man from Sybaris fell out of & chariot, and somehow
he got his head seriously injured. It happens he wasn't an
experienced driver. And then a friend of his stood over him
and said, “Let each practice the craft he knows.” So why

108 Substituting the tragedian for one of his characters, prob-
ably Ino’s husband Athamas, whose second wife Tno had tricked
into killing her own children instead of Ino’s. The point of Love-
cleon’s allusion is elusive, 108 See 1259 n,
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don’t you do the same and run off to Pittalus® clinic!

LOATHECLEON
You know, this is just like the rest of your behavior,

AGCCUSER
In that case, see that you remember his reply.

LOVECLEON
Listen, don’t run awayl Once upon a time in Syharis, a
woman broke her pot.

ACCUSER
Wiiness, take note!

LOVECLEON
So this pot told its companion to be a witness, Then the
Sybarite woman said, “By Kore, if you'd let this witness
business go and bought a bandage right away, you'd have
been smarter!”

ACCUSER
Goon, be outrageous—until the magistrate calls your casel

LOATHECLEGN
By Demeter, you'll not stay out here any longer; I'm going
to pick you up and carry you-—
LOVECLEON
What are you doing?

LOATHECLEON
What am I doing? I'm carrying you into the house. If I
don't, the people who want to summon you will run out of
witnesses|
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LOVECLEON
One time the Delphians accused Aesop—

LOATHECLEON
I'm not interested!

LOVECLEON
—of stealing a bowl from the god. He told them how once
upon a time the beetle—110

LOATHECLECON

Damn it, you'll be the death of me with these beetles of
yours!

LOVECLEON and LOATHCILEON go into the house.

CHORUS
I do envy the old man
his luck; what a turn-around
from his arid habits and lifestyle!
Now he’s learned Jifferent ways,
and he’ll make a really great change
to a life of delicate luxury.
But maybe he'll not want that;
it’s hard for anyone to depart
from his normal and natural character.
Yet many have had this experience;
when exposed to others’ ideas, |
they have changed their habits.

With high Ppraise from me

whose moral was that a determined vietim, no matter how power-
less, can have- his revenge; for the legend of Aesop’s death at
Delphi see the Life of Aesop 124-42 Perry.
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and from others with good sense,
he'll go his way, thanks to

filial love and understanding,
this son of Lovecleon,

So kind a man I've never

met, nor with anyone’s behavior
have 1 been so ecstatic and melted away.
For where in his rebuttals

was he not superior, in his wish
to adorn his begetter

with more dignified pursuits?

XANTHIAS comes oul of the house,

XANTHIAS

By Dionysus, some god has set our house awhirl with some
baffling business! Since the old man hadn’t had a drink or
heard the pipes for so long, he’s overjoyed with the whole
business, and all night he hasn’t stopped dancing those old
dances that Thespis used in his competitions.'! And he
says that pretty soon he'll take on the modern tragic danc-
ers and show them up as old Cronuses.

LOVECLEON appears at the door,

LOVECLEON
Who couches at the outer gates?

XANTHIAS
There he is, here comes the troublel

111 The earliest known tragic poet, for whom a victory is at-
tested in 534.
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LOVECLEON
Let these gates be unbolted! Look here,
the opening steps—

XANTHIAS
Maybe more like the onset of madness!

LOVECLEON
~—where you bend the torso vigorously.
How the snout snorts, and
the spine cracks|

XANTHIAS
Drink hellebore!12
LOVECLEON
Phrynichus crouches like a rooster—
. XANTHIAS
Soon you'll be pelted!11®
LOVECLEON
—kicking his legs sky high!
The arschole splits— -
XANTHIAS
Watch yourself there!
LOVECLEON

—because now my hip joints
roll smoothly in their sockets!
Wasn't that good?

112 A plant used to make a purgative thought to relieve some

mental disorders.

113 Le. with stones by passersby, a common way to treat mad-

Mern. -
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410

WASPS

XANTHIAS
It certainly was not; it's crazy business!

LOVECLEON
Come now, let me make an anmouncement: I challenge all
comers! Any tragic performer who claims to be a good
dancer, come right up here and dance against me! Anyone
out there care to try? No one?

XANTHIAS
Only that one over there.

A Son of Carcinus, costumed as a crab, enters the orches-
g 114

LOVECLEON
Who is the unfortunate person?

XANTHIAS
A son of Carcinus, the midmost one, 115

LOVECLEON
Him? He'll be eaten alive! I'll demolish him with a pas de
Jfist! Rhythmically, he’s nothing at all,

XANTHIAS

You sorry fool, here’s another Carcinite tragedian coming,
this one’s brother!116

Enter a second Son of Carcinus.

the following year Aristophanes’ chorus does wamn the spectators
never to dance with Carcinus’ sons (Peace 781-86), perhaps an
allusion to trouble with their performance in Wasps.

115 The middle son, Xenarchus.

116 The eldest son, Xenotimus.
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LOVECLEON
Then by god, I've got myself a tasty meal!

XANTHIAS
No you haven't; you've got nothing but three crabs, be-
cause here comes yet another son of Carcinus!

Enter q third Son of Careinus.

LOVECLEON
What's this thing crawling towards usP A scorpion7 or 4
spider?
XANTHIAS

He’s the pea crab of the family, the tiniest one, who writes
tragedy.118

LOVECLEON
Ah Carcinus, congratulations on your fine offspring! What
a flock of wagtails has alighted! Well, I must go down to

compete with them; you be stirring up the broth for them,
in case I win.

LOVECLEON descends into the orchestra; XANTHIAS goes
into the house,

CHORUS LEADER
Come then, let’s all give them a bit of room, so that they

can spin themselves around before us without interfer-
ence.

118 The youngest son, Xenocles, who defeated Euripides’ Tro-
Jar Women in 415 and also had a political career (of. Women az
the Thesmophoria 440-42)
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CHORUS
Up, you renowned children
of Sir Salty, 119
jump along the sand
and the shore of the harren sea,
brethren of shrimps;
whirl a swift foot all around,
and someone kick out-
the Phrynichus caper,
so that seeing the foot in the air
the audience will cry coh!

Whirl! Sidle around and slap your belly; )
throw a leg sky high; pirouettes included please!

CARCINUS enters the orchestra,

Because the Lord and Master of the Deep scuttles
hither himself,

delighted with his very own children, the triple

duckers!
Now lead us out of here dancing, if you please,

and quickly; for no one has ever done this before,
to take a comic chorus off in dance,

119 Carcinus had shared command of an Athenian flect in 431,
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Peace was produced by Aristophanes at the Dionysia of
421 and won the second prize; Eupolis was first with Flae-
terers and Leucon third with The Phratry. In Peace, as in
Acharnians, a farmer-hero renounces the war and reaps
the blessings of peace, but this ime the hero does not face
an outraged majority, for the end of the war was actually
in sight: less than a fortnight after the production the Athe-
nians and the Peloponnesians would ratify the Peace of
Nicfas.t

Negotiations had begun the previous summer after the
battle of Amphipolis, where an Athenian expeditionary
force eomma.nde}e)l by Cleon was defeated by the Spartan
Brasidas, and both commanders were killed. Thus were
removed, as Aristophanes puts it in Peace, the two pes-
tles with which War had been pounding the Greeks. Cleon
had persuaded the Athenians to reject Spartan offers of
peace after their success at Pylos in 425, and to abandon
the truce that followed their defeat at Delium in 4924. and
Brasidas” energetic campaigning during the past two years
had weakened the Athenians’ strategically vital position in
northern Greece. Now the Athenians inclined toward Ni-
cias’ view that negotiation of favorablo terms was more

! For the process and terms see Thucydides 5.14-24.
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nt than further attempts to win the war outright, and
fhrgf Ehere was real dangelP of general allied revolt. Th.e
Spartans, for their part, were still hobbled by the Atheni-
ans’ retention of the 292 hostages from Pylos, and they
faced dangers close to home: a potential helot revolt, and
a possible alliance between Athens and Argos, whose 30-
year treaty with Sparta would soon expire.

But even at the time of the Dionysia peace was hardly
aforegone conclusion. The negotiations had dragged on all
winter; Sparta’s two most powerful allies, Corinth and T.he—
bes, were uncooperative, and in the end refused to sign;
and there was still opposition in Athens from Cleu.n-style
politicians like Hyperbolus—so much so that as spring ap-
proached the Spartans asked their allies to prepare for
an invasion of Athica, “so that the Athenians would take
their proposals more seriously” (Thucydides 5.17.2). In ifhe
event, the fifty-year Peace of Nicias would last barely six.

The obstacles faced by the hero of Peace reflect the
difficulty of the negotiations, and despite the play’s gener-
ally confident and celebratory mood, there is clear appre-
hension that the peace effort could yet fail: the danger
came not only from obstructionists at home and abroad,
but also from supporters inclined to celebrate prematurely
(like the Chorus, 301-39). The play’s import is that peace
is attainable, but only if all Greeks make a final, concerted
effort to secure it.

The hero Trygaeus (“Vintager”), sick of war and de-
termined to ask Zeus in person why he wants to destroy

Greece, flies to heaven on a dung beetle, pamd)dng 'Bel-’
lerophon's ride on the winged horse Pegasus in Euripides
" tragedy. There Trygaeus learns from Hermes that the gods
have moved away, leaving humanity at the mercy of the
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cruel ogre War, who has hidden Peace in a deep cave. War
intends to pound the Greeks in a great mortar, but since
Cleon and Brasidas are now in the underworld, his minion
Hubbub cannot find a pestle. When War goes inside to
make a new pestle, Trygaeus seizes this opportunity to
excavate Peace, who is represented by a statue. He wins
the allegiance of Hermes and calls on all Greeks to assist
him. But when not everyone pulls properly or in the right
direction, all are ordered to stop pulling except the country
folk, who complete the job on their own.

When Trygaeus asks why Peace has been away so long,
Hermes on her behalf gives an account of the war’s origins
and subsequent course, fixing blame on all the combatants
(including the allies) but identifying Pericles and Cleon as
the principal culprits, and stressing that the country folk
alone are innocent, though they have suffered the most
harm. Hermes’ account invites comparison with Dicae-
opolis’ in Acharnians, but differs greatly in its emphases,
its panhellenic scope, and its more abundant detail, some
of which seems to have been unfamiliar to many of the
spectators (cf. 615-16).

After the parabasis (739-818), in which Aristophanes
again boasts of his courage in attacking Cleon, it remains
to establish a permanent abode for Peace, and to illustrate
the rewards enjoyed by Trygaeus and his helpers. Trygaeus
performs a sacrificial ritual and prays to Peace as a goddess,
suggesting the establishment of a new cult.? Peace’s two
attendants, the attractive girls Opora (“Cornucopia®) and
Theoria (“Holiday™), represent the blessings that have re-

2 An actual cult of Peace was not established at Athens until
374, to celebrate a treaty with Sparta,
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turned with Peace: sexual enjoyment, agricultural fertility,
and a carefree life in the country. Theoria is given to the
Couneil, while Opora will become Trygaeus” bride.

Not everyone welcomes the advent of Peace. While
conducting the sacrifice and preparing his wedding feast,
Trygaeus is interrupted by the seer Hierocles, whose or-
acles warn against any pact with Sparta, and an assortment
of arms dealers. But these are mocked and sent away hun-
gry, while newly prosperous makers of farm equipment are
invited to the wedding. The joyous finale is reminiscent of
the end of Acharnians, but with greater emphasis on the
retumn to the countryside and the panhellenic benefits of
peace.

Peace, in tune with the mood of its time, is tamer and
less biting than Aristophanes’ previous plays: its visionary
and rather genial hero does not face a hostile chorus or a
dangerous opponent, and its satire lacks the usual cynicism
and pugnacity. But in other respects the play is vintage
Aristophanes. Trygaeus’ ride on the dung beetle is spee-
tacular, and the statue of Peace a striking novelty, though
perhaps not an entirely successful idea: rival comic poets
ridiculed it, and Aristophanes did not repeat the experi-
ment.? Peace contains much impressive choral writing and
virtuoso adaptations of other poetic genres, and its imagery
is especially rich: a contrapuntal association of war and
urban politics with excrement and urine, dishonesty, poor
food, sterile discipline, confinement and deprivation; and
peace with the sights and smells of bounteous fields, good
food and wine, productive labor, wholesome sexuality, and

3 Eupolis 62, Plato Com. 86; in Weaith 1191 ff. the god Wealth
is installed off stage.
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the honest freedoms of country life. There is a high degree
of spectator participation: the audience partakes of Try-
gaeus’ feast, Theoria is handed over to the actual Council-
men, and there is frequent allusion to all the various cate-
gories of spectators, including the Tonian allies, The
identity of the Chorus is remarkably fluid: collectively it is
the generic comic cherus or a chorus of country folk, but
during the excavation scenes it breaks up into the varions
groups engaged in the work, choreographically mirroring
a Greek world at cross purposes. Finally, Peace is especially
notable for a panhellenic ideology quite at odds with con-
temporary Greek practice, '

Text

Four papyri preserve fragments of some 160 lines of
Peace. There are nine independent medieval MSS, only
two of which (RV) preserve the complete text, The oth-
ers, which descend from a lost MS lacking lines 948-1011
{y), divide into two families: the first {x) comprises I" (con-
taining only about half the play), p (the hyparchetype of
Vp2CH), and a lost M5 which furnished some corrections
in V; and the second the Triclinian recension(s) repre-
sented by LVv17 and B (which also contains readings from
lost MSS related to I"). The Florentine scholar Piero Vet-
tori (Petrus Victorius, 1499-1585) inserted lines 948-1011
into his copy of the Aldine editio princeps (Venice, 1408)
from a lost MS related to R.
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PBerol. 21223 {VI), lines 141-52, 1753, 178-87,
1942004

PSI 720 (III}, lines 721-827

PVindob.G. 29354 (V), lines 60919, 655-67°
POxy. 1373 (V), lines 1326-34

Ravennas 429 (c. 950}
Venetus Marcianus 474 (c. 1300}
readings found in the Suda

all the following MSS omit lines 948-1011
Laurentianus 31,15 {c. 1325), omits lines
1-377, 491-547, §38-892, 1127--89, 1301-end
Vaticanus Palatinus gr. 67 {XV)

Parisinus Regius 2717 {XV/XVI)

Hauniensis 1980 (XV)

Holkhamensis 1980 (1400-1430), originally
lacked lines 1228-end

Vaticanus Graecus 2181 (XIVex), omits lines
1228-end

Parisinus Regius 2715 (XV), omits lines
1301—end

the archetype of RVy

the consensus of xt

the consensus of I'p

the hyparchetype of Vp2CH
the hyparchetype of LV17B

4 See H. Maehler, ArchPF 30 (1984) 17-18,
5 See A. Carlini, ed., Papiri letterari greci (Pisa, 1978) 135-39

(#17),
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Annotated Editions

F. H. M. Blaydes (Halle 1883)
H. van Herwerden (Leiden 1897)
P. Mazon (Paris 1904)
H. Sharpley (London 1905)
]]'3.\?]211 é,eeuwen {Leiden 1906)
. B. Rogers {London 1913), with i i
M. Plathauer (Oxford 1964)) Frgish transltion

A. H. Sommerstein (Warminster 1985), with English trans-
lation. .
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TOT APAMATOX TTPOZQTIA

OkETHE A Tpvyaiov
QikETHS B Tpvyatov
Trrratos ‘Afupovels
@rrater Tpuyaiov

ErMHuS

TToaEMOZ
KTaomMOz, Gepdmar
TloAéuov
IEPOKAHE
APEIIANOTPIOZ,
KAIHAQS OIMAGN
TIATATON A, vios
Aapdyov
TTATATION B, vios
Khewripov

XoPox
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kwfa proswpa
@rraTEPE: Tpuyaiov
ErpHNH, dyahpa
Onara, dicchovfos
Biprrgs
OEQPIA, drkdhovfos
Eipims
OIRETAT Tpvyaiov
KEPAMETS
KpaNomoios
AoPTEOS

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

FIRST SLAVE of Trygaeus
SECOND SLAVE of Trygaeus
TRYGAEUS of Athmonum

DAUGHTER of Trygaeus
HERMES

WAR

HuBeUB, servant of War

HizrocLEs

SICKLE MAKER

ARMS DEALER

FIRST BOY, son of
Lamachus

SECOND BOY, son of
Cleonymus

CHORUS

SILENT CHARACTERS

DAUGHTERS of Trygaeus

PEACE, a statue

CORNUCOPIA, attendant
of Peace

HoLipay, attendant of
Peace

SLAVES of Trygaeus

PorTER

HELMET MAKER

SPEAR MAKER
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1 “Reetle” (kantharos) could initially be taken to rt?fer to th:a
comic poet Canmtharus, the probable victor at the previous year’s

Dionysia.
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The central door of the stage building represenis a cavern,
and two flanking doors represent respectively the house
of TRYGAEUS and the palace of Zeus. SECOND SLAVE is
kneading cakes from a tub of dung as FIRST SLAVE hurries
out of the house.

FIRST SLAVE
Hand me a cake for beetle, quick quick!*

SECOND SLAVE
Here. (First Slave rushes back inside) Give it to the god-
damned thing! And I hope it never eats a tastier cake than
that one. .

FIRST SLAVE
(returning) Give me another cake, shaped from donkey
dung,

SECOND SLAVE
Here, have another But what happened to the one you
served just now? It can’t have eaten it!

FIRST SLAVE
Oh no; it only grabbed it, trundled it with its feet, and
scoffed it wholel So knead lots of them as fast as you can,
and keep them coming! (goes inside)
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SECOND SLAVE
(to the spectators) You dung collectors, for god's sake lend
a hand, unless you want to watch me suffocate!

FIRST SLAVE
(returning) Another one, give me another one, from a boy
whore; it says it hankers for a well pounded one.

SECOND SLAVE
Here. (to the spectators, as First Slave goes inside) There’s
one charge, gentlemen, that I think I'm clear of: no one
will accuse me of tasting what I'm kneading,

FIRST SLAVE
(returning) Yuk! Give me another, and ancther, and an-
other, and keep kneading still more!

SECOND SLAVE
No, by Apollo, I won't! I can't keep up with the bilge any
longer!

FIRST SLAVE
Very well, I'll pick up the whole bilge hold and take it
inside. {takes the tub inside)

SECOND SLAVE
By heaven, you can take it to hell, and yourself with it! (fo
the spectators) If any of you knows where T can buy an
unperforated nose, please tell me! Because there’s no job
more wretched than kneading food to serve to a beetle. A
pig or a dog will simply gobble up any shit that falls, but
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this conceited thing puts on airs and won't deign to eat
anything that I don’t spend the whole day mashing and
serve kneaded into a ball, as for a lady. I'll Took and see if
it's done with its dinner, opening the door just this far, so
it won't spot me. (looking in) Go on, gobble away! Dont
aver stop eating, not till you surprise yourself by bursting
apart! (closing the door) The way that devil eats! Crouching
like a wrestler, moving its grinders back and forth, and all
the while gaing like this, swivelling its head and hands like
the men who plait thick ropes for barges.

FIRST SLAVE
(coming from the house) That thing is filthy, smelly, and
voracious, a visitation from I dont know what divinity.
Apparently not from Aphrodite, or the Graces either.

SECOND SLAVE
Then whos it from?

FIRST SLAVE
I can't but think this prodigy’s from Zeus of the Thunder
Crap.
SECOND SLAVE
Well, by now some young smart aleck in the audience
may be saying, “What's going on? What's the point of the
beetle?”
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FIRST SLAVE ‘ ‘
Yes, and then the guy sitting next to him, some Ionian, says,
“In my view it’s an allusion to Cleon, because he shame-
lessly eats loose shit.”2 But I'm going inside to give the
beetle a drink.

Exit FIRST SLAVE,

SECOND SLAVE
And I'm going to explain the plot to the children, to the
teenagers, to the men, to the high and mighty gentlemen,
and above all to these supermen here. My master’s mad in
a novel way; not the way you all are, bui another, quite
novel way. All day long he gazes at the sky, with his mouth
open like this, railing at Zeus, “Zeus,” he says, “what on
earth do you plan to do? Lay down your broom; don’t
sweep Greece awayl” What's that® Be quiet; I think I hear
a voice. :

TRYGARUS®

{within) Zeus! What on earth are you trying to do to our
people? Before you know it you'll have pitted and pulped
our cities] _ o

SECOND SLAVE
There, that’s exactly the business I was talking about;

2 Cleon, though killed the previous summer in the battle at
Amphipolis (Thueydides 5.6-11), earns eontinued abuse as having
been the principal advocate of the war now ending. * -

8 A fictive name meaning “vintager” and suggesting trygoidia
(wine song), a word for comedy, B
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you're hearing the typical symptom of his delusions. I'll tell
you what he said when the bile first came over him,; this is
what he kept muttering to himself: “How on earth can I
get right to Zeus?” Then he’d have light scaling ladders
made and try to scramble up to heaven that way, ill he
tumbled off and bashed his head. Then yesterday he went
out, the devil only knows where, and brought home a huge
Etna beetle,? and then he forced me to be its groom, while
he gentles it like a young colt-and says, “My little Pegasus,
my thoroughbred wings,? you must pick me up and fly me
straight to Zeus.” Now T'll peek inside here and see what
he’s doing. Oh my god! Come here, neighbors, come herel

My master’s up off the ground, soaring into the air on
beetle-back!

TRYGAEUS flies above the stage on the mechane. _

TRYGAEUS -
Whoa, whoa, easy does it, dobbin,.
don’t get too frisky on me
in pride of your power, right out of the gate,
not till you raise a sweat and loosen up
your leg muscles by dint of wingpower.
And don't blow bad breath at me, T beg you;
if that's your intention, you can stay
right here in our house.

4 Reputedly man-sized {Plato com. fr. 36), Etna beetles had

pulled the Pygmies' chariot in a play by Epicharmus (f. 76
Kaibel),

5 Euripides, Bellerophon fr. 306, Signaﬂjhg the parody to come
{see Introduction).
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TRYGAEUS

To ask him about the Greeks, all of them, what he’s trying
to do with them,

SECOND SLAVE
And if he doesn't tell you?

TRYGAEUS
Tl indict him for betraying Greece to the Medesl6

SECOND SLAVE
So kelp me Dionysus, not while I'm alive!

TRYGAEUS
There's no other way.

SECOND SLAVE
My oh my oh my! {(calling into the house) Children, your
father’s gone to heaven on the sly and left you all alone!

Trygaeus” DAUGHTERS come out of the house.

Come plead with your father, you poor things!

DAUGHTER"
Ah father, father, is it really true,
the tale that has come to our house,
that to be with the hirds you have left me,
and, riding the wind, mean to go to the buzzards?
Is any of this true? Tell me, father, if you love me at all.

& Panhellenic war, by weakening all Greeks, invites a new in-
vasion by the Persians (colloquial “Medes” recalls the earlier in-
vasions).

7The duet parodies Euripides’ Aeolus, whose hero married
his children to one another, and the following dialogue the Bel-

lerophon.
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TRYGAEUS
You may guess, girls, but if truth be toid, YOUu annoy me
whenever you ask me for bread and call me dear daddy
when in our house there’s nary a droplet of silver at all.
But if I return with success, you'll very soon be enjoying
a great big bun, topped off with a nice knuckle sandwich,

DAUGHTER
And what's to be your way of getting there? A ship certainly
won't take you on this voyage.

TRYGAEUS
A winged colt will take me; I don’t intend (o ply the sea.

DAUGHTER
But what's your point in harnessing a bectle and riding it
to heaven, daddy?

TRYGCAEUS
In Aesop’s fables® it’s the only winged thing I could find
that ever reached the gods.

DAUGHTER
Ah father, father, incredible is your story, that a noisome
creature could ever have reached the gods!

TRYGAEUS :
It went there, once upon a time, bearing a grudge against
the eagle, and got revenge by rolling eggs from its nest.

DAUGHTER
Well, you should have harnessed the wings of Pegasus, to
make a more tragic impression on the godsl

& See Wasps 1448.
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) TRYGAEUS
But then, my girl, I'd have needed feed for two; this way,
whatever the food 1 eat myself, Il reuse to fodder him.

DAUGHTER
But what if he falls into the damp depths of the de ep? How
could he wriggle out, winged though he is?

TRYGAEUS
(indicating his phallus) 1 brought along an oar for use in
that event; and my vessel shall be a Naxian-built beetle-
ship!

DAUGHTER
But what harbor will receive you when you're adrift?

TRYGAEUS
There’s Beetle Bay at Piraeus, of course!

DAUGHTER
Watch out that you don't slip and fall off that thing? and
then be lamed and fumish Euripides with a plot, and be-
come a tragedy.

TRYGAEUS
That I'll bear in mind. Now farewell!

DAUGHTERS and SECOND SLAVE go inside.

(fo the spectators) As for all of you, for whose sake I'm

performing these labors, stop farting and shitting for a
period of three days; because if this thing picks up the scent
while airborne, he’ll toss me off head first, and go off to
pasture.

® Like Bellerophon in Euripides’ play.
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Now giddyup, Pegasus, and bon voyage;

strike up the rattle of curb chains

on your golden bit, with cars laid back.

What are you doing, what are you doing? Where
are you pointing those nostrils? Toward the alleyways?
Hurl yourself bravely away from the ground,
then spread your racing pinions

and head straight to the halls of Zeus,

averting your nose from poop

and from all mortal feeds.

Man! Man in Piracus, the one shitting

in the whores’ quarter: what are you doing?
You'll get me kilied, killed! Do cover it up,

pile plenty of dirt on top,

and plant thyme over it,

and pour on perfume! Because if T fall

from here and suffer any harm, for my death
the Chian state will be fined five talents,20
all because of your arsehole!

Uh oh, T'm really scared, and I'm not joking now! Stage
mechanic, pay attention, because some wind’s alread
churning around my navel, and if you aren’t careful Tl be
foddering the beetle. (the beetle descends) But I think I'm
near the gods now. And yes, T see the house of Zeus down
there. (lands at Zeus' door, dismounts, and knocks) Who is
Zeus” doorman? Pleass open up.

10°This fine, levied on any allied city in which an Athenian
citizen was killed, had perhaps been recently exacted from the
Chians in questionable clreumstances,
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' HERMES
(appearing in the doorway) Whence impinges on me a
mortals—Lord Heracles, what the hell is this?

TRYGAEUS
A horsefly.

HERMES
You leathsome insolent shameless scum, you utter scum,
you scum of the earth! How did you get up here, you
arch-scum? Have you got a name? Well, speak up!

TRYGAEUS
Arch Scum.
HERMES
What's your race of origin? Tell me.
TRYGAEUS
Arch Scum.
HERMES
And who's your father?
TRYGAEUS
Mine? Arch Scum.
HERMES

So help me Earth, you're as good as dead if you don’t de-
clare to me just what your name is.

TRYGAEUS
Trygaeus of Athmonum, an accomplished vintager, no in-
former and no lover of litigation.
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HERMES
And here on what errand?

TRYGAEUS
To offer you this meat.

HERMES
Welcome, my poor fellow!

TRYGAEUS
See, old sticky fingers, you don’t think I'm arch-scum after
all. Now go and call Zeus for me.

HERMES
Haw haw haw! You aren’t even going to get near the gods.
They're gone; they moved out yesterday.

TRYGAEUS
Where on earth to?
HERMES
“E II )J?
TRYGAEUS
All right, wherep
HERMES
Far, far away, right under the very verge of heaven.
TRYGAEUS

Then how come you were loft alone here?

P LRy

W5 il it G by by iz

451



205

210

215

ARISTOPHANES

EPMHE
78 hourd, Tnpd orevdpie Td TOV fedv,
yurpidin ral cavidia xdppopeidio.
TPTTAIOS
pricavro & ol feol rivos otvexa;
EPMHES
“EN\now dpyiobévres, e’ évraifo pev
W foav adroi Tov Téhepor katgrioay,

~ ~ o U4 .
Suds mapaddvres Spdv drexvas & T Bovheral

adrot 8 dvericavl dros o’mmm’wm,”

o pn Bhémoer ;.Laxop.é]:ovs" Vphs r

pnd drriBokovvrwr pmdéy aiofavoiato.
TPTTAIOS

Tob & oiwex’ Huds radr’ Edpacav; eimé pot.

EPMHS,

Sruty mohepeiv fipeiod éxelvor molhdxis \

arordis wololvTor kel pév of Aokwwpikot

dmepBdhowro pukpdy, Eheyor av Tabdt

“Yoi T oud, vy drrikiov Swoel Sikav.”

e & ab m wpdéaur’ dyabiv drTEkevcol

xé\Boev ol Adkwves elpripms wépt,

ENéyer dv Duels evftis “e’Em-r,m:cépeHor.,’

vi) T Abnrav. — vij AL, oUxi mewgTéor. —

Féovar kadbus, Hv Exoper T 1vAov.

218 [igAov pt: méhey RY, cf. ERV

452

PEACE

HERMES
I'm locking after the stuff the gods lefi—utensils, furni-

ture, containers.

TRYGAEUS
And what was their reason for moving out?

HERMES
They grew angry with the Greeks. That’s why they've en-

- sconced War here, where they used to live, turning you

over to him to treat exactly as he pleases, while they them-
selves have set up house as far above it all as they could
get; that way they won't see any more of your fighting or
hear any more of your prayers.

TRYGAEUS
But what was their reason for treating us that way? Do tell,

HERMES

Because you all kept choosing war, though they often tried
to arrange a truce. If the Laconians achieved a small ad-
vantage, they'd say, “By the Twain Gods,!! now Johnny
Attic is going to pay the piper!” And if you Atticonians!®
achieved some success of your own and the Laconians
came asking for peace, at once you'd say, “It’s a trick, by
Athenal” “Yes, by Zeus! We mustnt listen to them.”
“They'll be back, if we hold on to Pylos.”13

' The Dioseuri (“sons of Zeus™), Castor and ‘Pollux, were
Sparta’s special protectors.

12 A name coined to emphasize that the Athenians were just
as culpable as the Spartans,

13 See Clouds 186 1,
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TRYGAEUS
That’s certainly our trademark way of talking.

HERMES
That's why I don't know whether in the future you'll ever
see Peace again,

TRYGAEUS
Why? Where has she gone, then?
HERMES
War has thrown her into a deep cavern,
TRYGAEUS
What cavern?
HERMES

Into that one down there. And do you see how many stones

he’s piled on top, so that youll never ever get your hands
on her? :

TRYGAEUS
Tell me, what's he getting ready to do to us?

HERMES
All T know is, he brought a kingsized mortar home last
night.
TRYGAEUS
So what's he going to do with this mortar?

HERMES
He wants to pound up the cities in it. Well, I'm going: And
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in my opinion, he’s on his way out here, to judge from the
racket he’s making in there.

HERMES goes inside.

TRYGAEUS
Oh my, what a fix! I've got to run out of his way; I myself
sort of caught the sound of a martial mortar {conceals

himself) _
Enter WAR, with mortar and food basket.

WAR
Oho, mortals, mortals, much-suffering mortals, what sore
chops you're going to have, and very soon!
TRYGAEUS
Lord Apollo, the size of that mortar! How nasty is the mere
look of War! Is this the actual god that we flee, the awful
one, the tough as leather, the one that runs down our legsP

WAR
(throwing leeks into the mortar) Oho, Prasiae,4 thrice
wretched, five times wretched, tens of times wretched,
how you'll be smashed today!

TRYGAEUS
{aside to the spectators) This, gentlemen, isn’t our problem
yet; this trouble is Laconia’s.

WAR
(adding garlic) Oho, Megara, how you'll be crushed up
soon, every last bit, and tumbled into tossed salad!

14 A Laconian town whose name puns on leeks (prasa}; War

makes a salad containing ingredients associated with the cities he
names,
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TRYGAEUS
(aside) Good gracious, what loud and pungent sobbing he's
thrown in for the Megarians!

WAR
(adding cheese) Oho, Sicily, how you're to be ruined tool
TRYGAFEUS
(aside} What a fine state will be haplessly grated up!
WAR
(adding honey) Here, let’s pour in this Attic honey too.

TRYGAEUS
(aside} Hey, T suggest you use another kind of heney; go
casy on the Attic, it costs four obols!.

WAR
Bay! Boyl Hubbub!
HUBBUE comes out of the house.

HUBBUB
You called?

WAR
You'll really caich it, standing there idle! Have some of
these knuckles! (beats Hubbub)

HUBBUB
That one stung! Ouch, oh my! Master!

TRYGAEUS
(aside) Are you sure you didn't throw some of the garlic
into that punch?

WAR
Run and fetch a pestle, will you?
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HUBBUB
But sir, we haven’t got one; we only moved in yesterday.

WAR
So why not run and get one from Athens, and quickly?

HUEBUB
I sure will. (aside) If I don’t, 1l catch it.

HUBBUB runs off.

. TRYGAEUS
(to the spectators) All right, you sorry little people, what
do we do now? You see what serious danger we face: if
Hubbub does come back with that pestle, War’s going to
sit down and mash the cities with it! Please, Dionysus, may
he perish before he brings it baclc!1s

HUBBUB returns.
HUBBUB
Ahem.
WAR
Well? Don't you have it?
HUBBUE

Well, the thing is, the Athenians have lost their pesile: the
leather selier who used to churn up Greece 16

TRYGAEUS
Lady Mistress Athena, it's a good thing he’s lost, and just

15 Addressed to Dionysus’ cult image, which sat in the first row
of the theater, '

16 1.e. Cleon; cf, 47-8 n,
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in the nick of time for the city, if he was about to pour the
pesto on us.

WAR
Then why don’t you go fetch one from Sparta, and hurry!

HUBBUB
Yes sir.

HUBBUB runs off,

WAR
Come back quickly, now!

TRYGAEUS
(to the spectators) Gentlemen, what's to become of us?
Now is our great test. And if by chance there’s anyone out
there who's been initiated at Samothrace, 17 now's a good
time to pray that our fetcher sprains both ankles!

HUBBUB refurns.’
HUBBUB
Oh me oh myl Oh me oh my again]
WAR
What is it? Don'’t tell me you still don’t have it!
. HUBBUB
T don’t, because the Spartans have lost their pestle too!
WAR

What do you mean, you rascal?

17 Initiates of the mysteries there were guaranteed a favorable
response to their prayers, especially when traveling,
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PEACE

HUBBUB

They lent it to some people to use at the Thracian front,
and lost it.18

TRYGAEUS
(aside} Good! Good for them, you Dioscuril'® Things just
may turn cut all right, Take heart, mortals!

WAR
Pick up this equipment and carry it back inside. I'll go in
and make a pestle myself,

WAR and HUBBUB go inside,

TRYGAEUS
(emerging from concealment) Thats that, now! Here
comes the song of Datis, which once upon a time he used
to sing while masturbating of an afternoon: “How happy,
how pleasured, how bubbly I feell”®® Now is a good time,
men of Greece, to rid ourselves of troubles and battles by
excavating Peace, the friend of us all, before some other
pestle foils us again. You farmers and merchants and car-
penters and craftsmen and immigrants and foreigners and
islanders, come here, all you people, as quick as you can;
bring shovels and crowbars and ropes;?! now is our chance

19 See 214 n.

"0 Datis the Mede jointly commanded the force that the Athe-
nians defeated at Marathon in 490. The origin of the song is
unknown; the scholia refer it to one of Carcinns’ sons (see Wasps
1500 n.), who they say was nicknamed Datis.

21'This summons recalls the scene in Aeschylus’ satyr drama
Netfishers (fr. 46a Radt) where the chest containing Danae and
Perseus is hauled from the sea.

465



300

305

310

315

ARISTOPHANES

viv yap Huiv éxdoar mdpeoTw dyafoll daipovos.
KOPT®AIOX
Sebpo mas xdper mpobipws ef)fjf) Ths ?'wmpio.q.
& Tavé\gres, Bonfjowuer, elmep mdaore,
rdfewv dmarhayévres katl kaAGY :;bownmva-
Huépo yop eEENauper 1’]’8\6 pcf'o)ta[.u?xog.’
mpds T4O Ny, € 7L xp7 Spdv, Ppdle rdpxiTex-
ToVEL o ,, ’
ot yap Eol’ dmas ciweurrea:) av Slorcu: oL 'rv,;pe;:m:, .
mpiv poxhols kai pxopatTw €ls 1O bids dvehsio
i edv maody peyiory kol GihapmerwTdryy.
TPTTAIOS o
ot quwrioeot, drws ) TEpLYapels Y mpdypart
rov Iéhepov éxlwmvpioer’ évdoler kexparydres;
KOPTEHAIOS
AN drodoavres TototTou xa.ipo:u.ev fnpﬁytbarog'
ob yap fr Exovras vkew ol MUepdY TPy,
TPTTATOS
evAaBelodé vur éxetvoy 1'(‘)\1) rci’vrcuﬁ'ev tKIéQBf%O?és :
wiy madrdlor kai werporyds domep i &Bdd’ i,
dumodow Hulv yéumror iy Bedw um) “Eehnioar.

4
300 Sdaar Blaydes: &.pamcro:u z
303 podéy Sommerstein: kaxiy Z

22 The spirit embodying sympotic fellowship, to whom the first

Iibation after a meal was poured neat.
323 Such as officers both Athenian and Spartan wors.
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to hoist one for the Good Spirit!22

Enter the CHORUS, carrying excavating tools.

CHORUS LEADER
Everyone come this way in high spirits, straight for salva-
tion! All you Greeks, let’s lend a hand, now if ever before,
and rid otirselves of musters and fine red uniforms;® for
this is the shining dawn of a Lamachus-loathing day!?* (o
Trygaeus) So tell us what needs doing here, and be our
foreman; I can’t imagine myself calling it quits today, tll
with crowbars and cranes we've hoisted up to the light the

greatest of all goddesses, and the one most friendly to
vines.

TRYGAEUS
Won't you be quiet? Don’t be so overjoyful about our busi-
ness that you fire up War in there with your shouting,

CHORUS LEADER :
But this is the kind of proclamation we're averjoyed to
hear; it wasn’t “Come with three days’ rations.”

TRYGAEUS
Now beware of that Cerberus® below ground; he might
start spluttering and bellowing, as he did when he was up

here, and become an obstacle to our excavating the god-
dess.

2 The general who had typified bellicosity in Acharnigns (hs -
name means “Great Battler”), but who would be a signatory to the
peace of 421 (Thucydides 5.19),

25 Aristophanes had compared Cleon, self-styled “watchdog”
of the people {Wasps 894-994), with Cerberus (Hound of Hades)
even before his death (Knights 1030).
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CHORUS LEADER 7
Not even one of them will be able to snatch her away if
once she comes into our hands 26 Hurrah, hurrah!

TRYGAEUS
You'll be my undoing, men, if you don’t abate your shout-
ing. He'll rush out and trample everything underfoot.

CHORUS LEADER
I say let him confound and trample everything and mess it

all up; today we're not about te stop rejoicing! (the Chorus
begin to dance)

TRYGAEUS
Damn it, men, whats the matter with you? Stop it, in
heaven’s name, don’t spoil a marvelous opportunity by eut-
ting capers|
CHORUS LEADER

It’s not that I want to cut capers, and I'm not moving my
legs, but from sheer joy they're dancing on their own.

TRYGAEUS
Well, no more for now, please. Stop, stop dancing!

CHORUS LEADER
There, then; look, I have stopped.

TRYGAEUS )
That’s what you say, but still you haven’t stopped.

CHORUS LEADER
Just let me take one more spin, then that’s it.

%6 Adapted from Euripides, Children of Heracles 976-7.

316 038" éxelpar Sharpley: otirt «al »iv 2z
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TRYGAEUS
That’s it then, and no more, I said no more dancing!

CHORUS LEADER
Then we won't dance, if it'll do you any good.

TRYGAFEUS
But look, you still haven't stopped!

CHORUS LEADER
We'll flip this right leg here, then I swear we're done.

TRYGAEUS
Have that one on me, so you'll stop being a pain.

CHORUS LEADER
But you know what, the left leg can't help doing it too! Oh
I'm glad, I'm happy, I fart and I laugh about getting frec
of my shield, more than if T'd shed my old age!

TRYGAEUS
Please don’t rejoice just now: you can't be certain yet. But
when we've got her, then you may rejoice and yell and
laugh, for then at Iast you'll be free to travel, stay home,
screw, sleep in, attend big festivals, feast, roll dice, live it
up, and yell “hey hey!”
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(Thucydides amn.
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: CHORUS

I hope I've the chance to see that day!

For I've put up with many troubles

and many of those sleeping bags

that Phormio gets issued.27

And you'll no longer find me a severe and colicky

furor,

nor such a hard case as I guess I was before;

no, a gentle me you'll see '

and far more youthful,

with trouble off my back.

For long enough we've been

destroying ourselves, and we're

worn out with trudging -

to the Lyceum and from the Lyceum? “with spear

and shield.” ‘

But whatever we can do
to please you, come
tell us; for a stroke of good luck
has chosen you as our commander.

TRYGAEUS
Verywell then, let’s see how were going to clear away these
stones.
HERMES approaches,

' ﬁERMEs
You brazen skunk! What do you think you're doing?

28 A military drill and mustering ground just east of the city
walls,
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_ TEYGAEUS
Nothing wrong, the same as Cillicon.2®

HERMES
You're done for, you miserable loser!

TRYGAEUS
I guess so, if my number comes up. Being Hermes, I know
you'll do it by lots,

HERMES
You're doomed! Utterly doomed!
TRYGAEUS
When is my doom scheduled?
HERMES
This very minute!
TRYGAEUS

But I haven’t done the shopping for my last meal yet, no
groats or cheese,

HERMES
I mean you're obliterated!

TEYGAEUS
Then how come T didn't notice I'd got such good luck?

HEBRMES
You do realize that Zeus has ordained death for anyone
caught digging her up?

% A legendary traitor, who when caught claimed to be doing
“only good.”

365 del. van Leeuwen
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TRYGAEUS
Then it’s absolutely necessary that T die now?
HERMES
That’s right.
TRYGAEUS

Then lend me three drachmas for a piglet; I've got to get
initiated before T die.30

HERMES .
(looking skyward) O Zeus, Thundercrasher—
TRYGAEUS
Please don’t turn us in, by the gods I beg you, my lord!
HERMES
I'll not cover this up!
TRYGAEUS

Please do, by the meat that I eagerly came here to bring
you! : :

HERMES
But my good man, Zeus will demolish me if T don’t screech
and boom this news abroad!

TRYGAEUS
Don’t boom, I pray you, my darling Hermes! (o the Cho-
tus) Say there, what's the matter with you, men? You stand
there dumbfounded. You rascals, don’t held your tongues;
or else he'll start booming! :

% Into the Eleusinian Mysteries, which promised initiates
happiness after death.
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CHORUS
Dont, Lord Hermes, don’t, no don'tl
If you remember ever receiving,
with my compliments, a piglet
for your delectation,
don’t despise that gesture at a time like this!

TRYGAEUS
Don’t you hear how they flatter you, sovereign lord?

CHORUS
Don't be so hostile
to our entreaties
as to prevent our getting her;
but be gracious, most
philanthropic of divinities
and most bountiful,
if you feel any loathing for Pisander’s crests and
brows 31
and we will always, Lord,
pay you homage continually
with holy sacrifices '
and great processions.

TRYGAEUS
Come, 1 beg you, take pity on their cry, slnce they honor

you even more than ever.

3L A pro-war politician criticized elsewhere in comedy as a
glutton and a coward.
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HERMES
Because now they're bigger thieves than ever!

TRYGAEUS
And I'm going to tell you something terribly important,
something that’s being plotted against all the gods.
HERMES
By all means, speak up; perhaps you'll convince me.

TRYGAEUS
Well, the Moon and that nefarious Sun have been plotting
against you for some time now and mean to betray Greece
to the barbarians.

: HERMES
What do they hope to accomplish by that?

TRYGAEUS
Simple: we sacrifice to you and the barbarians sacrifice to
them; so naturally they’d want us all annihilated, so they
could take over the rites of the gods themselves.

HERMES
So that's why they've long been clipping days and taking
bites out of the year: pure chicanery.?

TRYGAEUS
Absolutely. And so, my dear Hermes, lend us an eager
hand, and help us pull her out, and in your honor we’ll
celebrate the Great Panathenaea and all the other rites of

32 In Clouds 615-26 the mocn blames such calendar tamper-
ing on the Athenians. '

48]




420

425

430

435

ARISTOPHANES

ThTas T€ TS d)\as Teherds T&? iy Bedv,
Mvaripr ‘Epufi, Avrohier, ’z}awwa- )
S\how T oot TOMELS TETAUUEVAL KCLK&:V
Ahebndre Gooovow “Epuf) wavraxol.
yérep ére woMN Eas ci'yaﬂaj.. mpérov 8¢ oot
Sapov 8idape T8, ive omévdey &xns.
EPMHE
oly’ s Ehepeov €l del vév xpuotdov. .
TPTTALOY .
dpérepov dvreifler é’p-yov,\ §v§peg. ti,)\.)\fi Tals Gpmis
clodvres ©g TdxwoTa Tovs Aiflous dpéhkere.
KOPT®ALOZ
i s ov 8 Hply, & by codarTare,
raiiro Spdoouer ov 8 Nuly, ’m e
drra xp7 moLeLy epeorrivs Pppdle dnpiovpykos

e < a s e
ré\Aa & edprices YmovpyE GvTas MRS OV KAKOYS

TPTTAIOS
dye &), ov Toxéws ﬁqj'exe T Arf)mi)\nv,ﬂb’wwg
Epyw “diakobuer ebédpevor Tolow feois.

EPMHE,

amovdn) omovdit
ebdmpeire ebdmpeire. o,
omévdovres evxdpeaio T v fuépay
“EAwpow dpéat w&aa_w?t\hwv ﬂkwyaﬂwv),
xéioris wpobiuws fv)\?\a.ﬁtit Ty oxowl,
robrop Tov dvdpa pi} hafeiv mor comioa.

482

PEACE

the gods—the Mysteries, the Dipolieia, the Adonia, all for
Hermes; and when the other cities are rid of their troubles,
theyll sacrifice to you everywhere as Hermes Averter of
Trouble. And you'll get other benefits too; to begin with,
I'm giving you this as a gift {gives him a golden bowl), to
use for libations. :

HERMES
Uh oh, I've always had such a soft spot for gold plate!

TRYGAEUS
(o the Chorus) From here on it’s up to you, men. Now get
inside there with your shovels and clear away those stones
as quick as you can,

CHORUS LEADER
That we'll do. And you, smartest of gods, take charge, and
in craftsmanly fashion tell us what needs doing; yor'll find
us o mean hands at doing the rest of the job.

TRYGAEUS
(to Hermes) All right then, hurry up and present that
pitcher, so we can pray to the gods and pitch in on the job.

HERMES
Libation, libation! Auspicious tongues, everyone. With this
libation let us pray that today is the harbinger of rich bless-
ings for all the Greeks,* and that every man who heartily
helps with the ropes need never again lift a shield.

33 Reversing the Spartan Melesippus’ prediction, made at the
war's outset, of “great evils for the Greeks” {Thucydides 2.12).
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TRYGAEUS
God, no; rather may he spend his life in peace, holding a
girl and poking her coals|

HERMES
And whoever would rather have war—

TRYGAEUS

—Lord Dionysus, may he never stop pulling arrowheads
from his funny-bones!

HERMES
And if anyone ambitious for a command hates to see you
come to light again, my Lady, in his battles—

TRYGAEUS
—let him suffer the same fate as Cleonymus!

HERMES

And if any spear maker or shield monger wants battles, to
better his business—

TRYGAEUS
—let him be captured by bandits and eat only barley!

HERMES
And if anyone refuses to help because he wants to be a
general, or is a slave getting ready to run away——

TRYGAEUS
~—let him be stretched on the rack and flogged!

HERMES
And on us let blessings flow. Strike up the Paeon: hip hip—

439 Bramhénew Carey: Sudyew »
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35 The Boeotinns disliked the terms of the Peace of Nicias
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CHORUS LEADER
Heave ho! Heave ho!

TRYGAEUS
Hey, these men aren’t pulling equally! Pitch in, there!
How puffed up can you get? You'll be sorry for this, you
Boeotians!®

CHORUS LEADER
Heave ho!

CHORUS
Heave!

CHORUS LEADER
(to Hermes and Trygaeus) Come on you two, help us pulll

TRYGAEUS
(taking hold of a rope) Aren't I pulling then, and hanging
on, and falling to, and doing my best?

CHORUS LEADER
Then why is our work going nowhere?

TRYGAEUS
Lamachus, you've no right to stand in our way! We want
none of your bogy-blazon, sirl® And these Argives have
been no help either for quite some time; they just laugh at
the hardships of others, while they get their daily bread by -
taking pay from both sides 3 )

(Thucydides 5.17-18) and in the end did ot subseribe to it, in-
stead arranging a more limited truce with Athens {5.26, 32).

% For Lamachus’ Gorgon blazon see Acharnians 572 ff.

57 The Argives had profited by their neutrality (Thueydides
5.28), and the imminent expiration of their own 30-year treaty
with Sparta made a general peace unattractive to ther.
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HERMES
But the Spartans, friend, are pulling manfully.

TRYGAEUS
Do you know what? It's only the ones held in the stocks?
who are eager to help, but the fetterer won't let them.

HERMES
And the Megarians aren’t accomplishing anything either;3
still, they're pulling hard, gnawing like puppies—
TRYGAEUS
on the point of sheer starvation, that is!

CHORUS LEADER
We're getting nowhere, men. Come on, we've got to take
hold and all pull together. Heave ho!

CHORUS
Heave!
CHORUS LEADER
Heave ho!
CHORUS
Yes, heavel

CHORUS LEADER
We're moving it only a little.
TRYGAEUS
Well, isn't it awfully absurd that some of you are going all

38 See Clouds 186 n.

3 The Megarians, like the Boeotians, rejected the peace
{Thucydides 5.17),
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out, while others are pulling the opposite way? You're look-
ing to get whacked, you Argives!

CHORUS LEADER
Heave ho!

CHORUS
Heave!

CHORUS LEADER
We've got some malcontents here.

TRYGAEUS

Those of you who itch for peace, at least you're hauling
bravely. '

CHORUS LEADER
There still are some who hinder us.

HERMES
Men of Megara, why don’t you go to hell? The goddess
remembers you with hatred, for you were the first to daub
her with your garlic. And to the Athenians I say: stop hang-
ing on to where you’re now pulling from; you're accom-
plishing nothing but litigation. If you really want to pull
this goddess free, retreat a little seaward 40

TRYGAEUS
Come on, men, let us farmers take hold, all by ourselves.

0 1.e. give up your ambition for a Iand empire,
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HERMES
Look, men, you've got the job moving along much better.

TRYGAEUS

He says the job’s moving along! Now everyone put your
heart into it!

: HERMES
Look, the farmers are pulling it off, and nobody else.

CHORUS LEADER
Come on now, come on, everyone!

HERMES
Yes, we're nearly there now!

CHORUS LEADER
Now let’s not slacken, let’s instead
exert ourselves more manfully stilll

HERMES
There she comes!

The eccyclema gradually emerges through the central door,

bearing the statue of Peace and her attendants, Cornucopia
and Holiday.

CHORUS
Heave now, heave, alll
Heave, heave, heave now!
Heave, heave, heave alll

TRYGAEUS
My Lady, Bestower of Grapes, how shall I express my
greeting? Where can I get a ten-thousand-liter word to
greet you with? I've got nothing that large of my own,
Greetings, Holiday, and you too, Cornucopia. What a
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countenance you've got, dear goddess! And what an aroma,
how delightful to my heart, utterly luscious, with its hints
of demobilization and perfume! '

HERMES
Not the same as you get from a soldier’s knapsack, I take it?

TRYGAEUS
“I spit away an odious man’s most odious bag!™! It smells
of oniony vinegar belches, while she smells of harvest time,
parties, festivals for Dionysus, pipes, tragedians, songs by
Sophocles, thrish meat, Euripides’ bons mots—

HERMES

You'll regret teHing that lie about her: she doesn’t enjoy a
composer of forensic phraselets.

TRYGAEUS
—ivy, a wine strainer, bleating flocks, the bosoms of
women scampering to the fields, a drunken slave girl, an
upturned jug, and a host of other fine things!

HERMES
Look there, how the reconciled cities chat with one an-
other and laugh happily—

TRYGAEUS
Even though they've all of them got ungodly black eyes,
with eye cups attached.

41 Euﬁpides,rTelephul? fr. 727, substituting “bag” for “child.”
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HERMES
—and then survey the faces of the spectators here; see if
you can recognize their occupations.

TRYGAEUS
Ugh, spare me!
HERMES
Don’t you at least see that crest maker, tearing his hair?
 TRYGAEUS
Ah yes. And the hoe maker just farted at that swordsmith!
, HERMES
And don't you see the sickle maker's happiness?
TRYGAEUS
And how he gave the spear maker the finger?
HERMES '
Now then, give notice that the farmers may go home.
TRYGAFUS

Attention, people: the farmers may take their farm tools
and go home to the country as soon as they like, without
spear, sword, and javelin, since our whole world now brims
with late-vintage peace. Now everyone raise the pacon,
and be off to your work in the fields!

CHORUS LEADER
Ah, day long craved by farmers and righteous people, I'm
glad to see you, and ready to greet my vines; and it is my

54% ¢v'> Sommerstein
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heart’s desire, after many a long season, to embrace the fig
trees that T planted myself when I was young.

, TRYGAEUS :

(as farm equipment is distributed to the Chorus) Now then,
gentlemen, let’s address our first prayers to the goddess
who has rid us of crests and Gorgon blazons; then let’s dash
off horae to our lands, after we've baught a hit of good salt
fish for the farm. (the Chorus form ranks like soldiers)

HEBRMES
Possidon, what a good-looking troop they make, compact
and lustrous, like cakes at a full-scale feast!

TRYGAEUS

Yes indeed, that clod-buster really is a splendid thing when
it’s ready for action, and the pitchforks glitter in the sun.
They'll certainly leave a vineyard row in fine shape. So now
I'm anxious to get back to the country myself, and at long
last to start hoeing my own spot of earth. (to the Chorus)
Now, gentlemen, recall the old way of life this goddess
once afforded us— those pressed figs and fresh figs, the
myrtle berries, the sweet new wine, the bed of viclets by
the well, the olive trees that we long for—and for these
now voice your thanks to this goddess.
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: .CHORUS :
Welcome, welcome! We're so happy, most beloved,
that you've come home to us.
I'm overcome with longing for you
in my amazing desire
to head back to the country:
<
For you were the greatest boon, desired one,
for all of us who led
life on the land, for
you alore would help us,
Yes, our benefits were many
in your day lotig ago— sweet,
freely given, and precious —
for you were the country folk's chowder and shelter.
And so the vines
and the young fig trees
and all the other plants together
will receive you with joyful smiles.
N ' GHORUS LEADER
But wherever can this goddess have been, away from us all
this time? Tell us that, most benevolent of gods.

HERMES - :
“Ye forlorn farmers, hearken to my words,”# if you would
hear how she disappeared.* First of all Phidias had at her,

42 Archilochus fr. 109, substituting “farmers” for “citizens.”

43The hera Dicaeopolis’ account of the warks origins in
Acharnians 509-39 is different, save for the assertion that Pericles
proposed the Megarian decree from personal motives.
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when he’d gotten into trouble. Then Pericles got fright-
ened that he’d share Phidias’ bad luck, dreading your in-
herently mordant behavior, so before he had to face any-
thing terrible himself, he torched the city by tossing in a
small spark of a Megarian decree,® and blew up so great
a war that the smoke brought tears to the eyes of all
Greeks, here and elsewhere; and as soon as the first unwill-
ing vine began to crackle, and the first smitten jug kicked
back in anger at another jug, there was no one left to call
a halt, and this goddess began to disappear,

TRYGAEUS
Well, by Apollo, no one ever told me that, nor had T heard
how Phidias was related to the goddess.

CHORUS LEADER
Nor L, until just now. So that’s why her face is so lovely,
being related to him! There’s lots we don’t know about.

'HERMES
And then the cities subject to your rule, seeing you enraged
and snarling at one another, started to form plots against
you in anxiety about their tribute, and tried to win over the

44 Phidias, the seulptor and friend of Pericles, was accused of
embezzling funds for the huilding of Athena’s chryselephantine
statue in the Parthenon and fled before trial; of. Ephorus in Dio-
dorus Siculus 12.39.1-2, Plutarch, Pericles 31.2-5, and Philocho-
rus FGrH 328 F 121. These sources do not give us a reliable date,
but the sale of surplus gold and ivory listed in the Parthenon
accounts of 434 (IG i3 449.389-94) may give a terminus post quem,
if the sale indicates that the statue was completed in that year,

45 For this decree of 432 see Thucydides 1.39, 67, 144,
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most powerful of the Spartans with money*® And they,
being greedy for gain and quite unreliable in dealing with
ouisiders, tossed this goddess out disgracefully and seized
on War*” And their gain became the farmers’ loss, for the
warships despatched from here to retaliate would consume
the figs on trees belonging to wholly blameless men.

TRYGAEUS
No, they deserved it! You see, they cut down that black fig
tree of mine, which 1'd planted and nuriured 4

CHORUS LEADER
Quite right, sir, they did deserve it, for they ruined ray
six-bushel grain bin as well, by staving it in with a stone,

HERMES
And as for this place, when the working folk arrived from
the countryside, they didn’t understand that they were be-
ing sold out in the very same way, but because they lacked
raisins and were fond of their figs, they looked to the ora-
tors for help. The orators, fully aware that the poor were
weak and needed bread, took to diiving this goddess away
with double-pronged bellowings, though many times she
appeared of her own accord out of longing for this land,
and they started to harass the rich and substantial among
the allies, pinning on them charges of “siding with Brasi-

period at issue only Potidaea is recorded as having made such a
request (Thucydides 1.58).

47 For the Spartans” avarice cf. Euripides, Andromache 451,
and for their periodic expulsion of foreigners see Birds 1012-13,
Thucydides 1.144,

48 Euripides, Medea 1349 (Jason, of his children), substituting
“planted” for “begot.”
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das.” Then you'd mangle the man like a pack of puppies,
because the city, pale and crouching in fear, was quite
happy to swallow whatever slanders anyone tossed its way.
And when the allies saw the blows being struck at them,
they began to stuff gold into the mouths of those who were
doing it, making them rich, while you wouldn’t have no-
ticed if Greece had been left destitute. And the one who
did this was a leather seller®—

TRYCAEUS
Stop, stop, Lord Hermes, say no more| Just let that man
stay right where he is, down below. That man’s no longer
ours, he’s yours.* So whatever you say about him—even if
he was a scoundrel while he lived, and a bigmouth and a
frame-up artist and an agitator and a troublemaker—all
these names you'll now be calling one of your own. (2o
Peace) But tell me, Lady, why do you keep silent?
HERMES
Ah, she won't say anything in front of this audience; she's
still very angry with them about the treatment she got.
TRYGAEUS
Then let her whisper to you privately.

HERMES
(moves close to Peace) Tell me what you think about them,
my dear. Go ahead, most shield-averse of females. AhL. I

9 Le. Cleon; cf. 47-8n.
50 Hermes conducted souls to the underworld,
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hearyou. That's your complaint? T understand, (tothe spec-
tators) Listen, all of you, to her grounds for blame. She says
that after the events at Pylos she came here of her own
accord, offering the city a basket{ul of treaties, and was
voted down three times in the Assembly, 5

TRYGAEUS .
Our mistake, but do pardon us: at that ime our brains were
in our shoe leather.

HERMES
Now then, here’s a question she just asked me: who was
her principal detractor here, and who was her friend and
worked hard to keep battles from happening?

TRYGAEUS
Well, her principal partisan by far was Cleonymus.

HERMES
So what was this Cleonymus like as regards warfare?

TRYGARUS
Outstanding in spirit, except that he wasn’t after all the son
of the father he claimed was his, You see, whenever he

went out with the troops, he’d treat his weapons like a
castaway!

HERMES

Now here’s another question she just asked me: who's the
current master of the rock on Pnyx Hiilps2

51 For Pylos see 219 n.; for the Spartan offers of peace see
Thucydides 4.41,

5 The speakers’ platform in meetings of the Athenian As-
sembly.
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TRYGAEUS
Hyperbolus currently holds that position. (o Peace) Here

now, what are you doing? Why do you turn your head
away?

HERMES

She’s turning away from the people because she’s cross at
them for choosing such a sleazy champion,

TRYGAEUS
Actually, were not going to rely on him any more, but at
present the people need a guardian and are unclothed, so
he’s the man they're wearing for the moment.

HERMES
She wants to know how this will benefit the city.
TRYGAEUS
We'll become better deliberators.
HERMES
How so?
TRYGAEUS

Because he happens to be a lamp maker. So, whereas pre-
viously we groped in the dark at our problems, now we'll
be planning everything by lamplight!

HERMES
Uh oh, the things she’s told me to find out from you!

, TRYGAEUS
What things?
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HERMES
All kinds, especially the old-time things she left behind
when she left. First she asked how Sophocles is doing 5

TRYGAEUS
He's thriving, but something amazing is happening to him,
HERMES
Namely?

TRYGAEUS
He’s turning from Sophoclés into Simonides,

HERMES
Simonides? How soP

TRYGAEUS
Because even though he’s a decrepit old man, “to make a
profit he would go to sea on a wicker mat.”s

HERMES :
And what about the masterly Cratinus?™ Is he alive?

TRYGAEUS
He died when the Spartans invaded.5”

HERMES
Died of what?

55 The two halves of this line are found separately in Euripides
(frs. 397 and 566.2), but the verse may have been proverbial.

% The leading comic poet of the generation before Aristo-
phanes, and thus svitably paired with Sophocles (cf. Frogs 357,
where he is aligned with Aeschylus); his last known competition
was at the Dionysia of 423, when his Wine Flask won first prize,
Aristophanes had ridiculed him as a washed-up drunk in Acharni-
ans (848-53, 1173} and Knights (400, 526-36). 57 Not liter-
ally true, since the last Spartan invasion had been in 425,
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’ TRYGAEUS
Actually, he just keeled over; he couldn’t abide the sight of
a full wine jar being smashed. And you can't imagine how
many other such things have happened in the city. That's
why, my Lady, we’ll never let go of you again.

HERMES
Very well then, on these terms yon may take Cornucopia
here for your own wife; then set up house with her in the
countryside and beget yourself a brood of grapes.

TRYGAEUS
Dear girl, come here and let me kiss you! Lord Hermes,
after such a long abstinence do you think it would do me

* any harm to tuck into this Cornucopia?

HERMES
Not if you washed it down with pennyroyal.® But now take
Holiday here, and give her to the Council right away; % she
used to belong to them.

TRYGAEUS
Lucky Council, to get this Holiday! Yow'll be slurping quite
a lot of broth in the next three days, and bolting quite a lot
of hot links and tenderloin, And now, Hermes my friend,
a warm farewell to youl

HERMES
And to you, dear mortal! Go in peace, and remember me.

%8 A remedy for indigestion.

59 The 500 members of the Council enjoyed reserved seating
in the theater.
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TRYGAEUS
Beetle! Let’s fly home now, home!
HERMES
Your beetle’s not here, my friend,
TRYGAEUS
Why, where’s he gone?
: HERMES
“Yoked to Zeus' car, he bears the lightning, "8
TRYGAEUS
But where’s the poor thing going to get his feed up here?
HERMES
He'll feed on Ganymede’s ambrosial6!.
TRYGAEUS
Then how will I get back down?
HERMES
Den't worry, you'll be fine; this way, right past the goddess.
TRYGAEUS

(following Hermes to the central door) This way, girls, fol-

low me, and quickly: a great many horny men await you
with hard-ons.

HERMES, TRYGAEUS, Holiday, and Cornucopia exit into
the stage building, '

0 Ruripides, Bellerophon fr, 312 (of Pegasus). ‘
61 The handsome Trojan prince Ganymede was seized by Zeus

to be his cupbearer and “catamite” {a word derived from his
name), i
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CHORUS LEADER
Go, and good luck to you. Meanwhile, let’s surrender this
equipment to our attendants for safekeeping, because a
great many thieves routinely lurk around stage buildings
and make mischief. Now guard these bravely, and we'l tell
the spectators the path our words are taking and what’s on
our mind. The ushers should beat any comic poet who
praises himself before the audience in the anapests of a
parabasis, but if after all it’s fitting, daughter of Zeus % to
honor one who has been and still is the world's best and
most renowned comic producer, then our producer says
that he's worthy of high praise. In the first place, he was
the only man on earth to stop his rivals from making jokes -
about rags and waging war on lice; and he was the first to
outlaw and banish from the stage those Heracleses who
knead bread and go hungry, and to cashier those slaves who

62 Le. the Muse.

7423 transp. Bergk
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run away or pull hoaxes or get a beating, just so a fellow
slave can jeer at his partner’s injuries and ask, “Hey, sad
sack, what happened to your hide? Could it be that the lash
has stormed your flanks in great strength and defoliated
your rear?” By getting rid of such poor, lowbrow buffoon-
ery, he’s made our art great and built it up to towering size
with impressive verses, conceptions, and uncommon jokes.
He didn’t satirize ordinary little men and women, -hut in
the very spirit of Heracles he came to gripswith the great-
est monsters, braving terrible smells of raw leather and
mudslinging threats. First of all I battled old Jagged Teeth
himself, whose eyes like the bitch Cynna’s flashed terrible
beams, and all around his pate licked a hundred heads of
damned flatterers, and he had the voice of a death-dealing

83 The following boasts refer to the poet’s attacks on Cleon,
and incorporates almost verbatim Wasps 1030-37.

-

4 auctoris fort, versum cum v. 742 variantem del. Bergk
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torrent, the smell of a seal, the unwashed balls of a Lamia,
and the arsehole of a camel. On seeing this dreadful appa-
rition, I didn’t get cold feet, but always stood my ground
and fought for you and for the islands. It’s therefore fitting
that you should here and now return the favor and remem-
ber it. For even after my earlier successes, I didn't tour the
wrestling schools and make passes at boys, but immedi-
ately packed up my traps and departed, after giving little
pain and much pleasure, and providing all that was wanted.

And so the men and the boys alike

should be on my side.

And we advise all bald men

to join me in vying for victory,

for if I win, at every '

feast and party they'll say,

“Here’s to the baldy,” “Give the baldy

some dessert,” and “Don’t hold out

on a man with the brow

of the noblest of poets.”

CHORUSH
Muse, reject the theme of war and join me,
your friend, in the dance,

64 The scholiast identifies the openings of this song’s strophe

and antistrophe as adaptations of Stesichorus” Oresteia {cf, fis.
210-12 Campbell}.
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celebrating the weddings of gods,

the banquets of men, and the festivities of the blest,
for these are your original themes.

And should Carcinus come

and beg you to dance with his sons,

don't listen, don't go

as their hired hand,

but consider them all

home-bred quails, hump-necked dancers

of dwarfish build, demi-dungballs, caper-chasers,
For their father once insisted that the play

he’d unexpectedly got booked

was throttled one night by the cat.

) Such public songs of the Graces with lovely hair
: must the masterly poet

sing, when the swallow sounds

spring songs with her tuneful voice,

and when Morsimus® gets no chorus,

nor does Melanihius,% the one whose

very shrill voice I heard vocalizing

when for the tragedies

he and his brother

| were granted a chorus, a pair of

; gourmet Gorgons, skate-ogling Harpies,

: foul crone-swatters, fish-molestors with rank armpits.

% Son of the tragic poet Philocles and great-nephew of
Aeschylus,

88 Another tragic poet, frequently criticized in comedy both as
a bad artist and as a dissolute person.
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On them spit a big fat one,
Muse divine, and come play with me
in this festival.

Enter TRYGAEUS with Cornucopia and Holiday.

TRYGAEUS
(to the spectators) 1t really was quite a job, going all the
way to the gods. I know I've got a pair of very sore legs.
You looked small from up there. From my heavenly van-

tage you seemed a very bad lot, but from down here you
seem a far sight worse! :

A SLAVE comes out of TRYGAEUS' house,

SLAVE
Master, you're really back?

TRYGAEUS
Well, that’s what I hear!

SLAVE
What happened to you?

TRYGAEUS
1 got sore legs on the long trip back.

SLAVE
Well now, tell me—

TRYGAFEUS
Yes?

SLAVE

—did you see anyone else wandering through the air, other
than yourself?
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TRYGAFUS :
No, unless you'd include two or three soyls of dithyrambic
composers, 87 '

SLAVE
What were they doing?

TRYGAEUS
Winging about, collecting overtures of the aerial breeze-
cruising sort. ' ' i
SLAVE

That also means the legend isn’t true, that when we die we
turn into stars in the sky,

TRYGAEUS
Oh yes it is!

SLAVE
So who's a star there nowp

TRYGAEUS
Ion of Chios,®® who some years ago on earth composed
The Dawn Star.% When he arrived up there, everybody
dubbed him Dawn Star right away! o

SLAVE
And who are the shooting stars that blaze on their conrse?

TRYGAEUS .
They're some of the rich stars walking home from dinner
with lanterns in hand, and fire in the lantemns. (presenting

87 See Clouds 333-39.

% Born c. 480, a prolific writer of poetry, drama, and prose,
and for many years a fraquent visitor to Athens,
69 A dithyramb cf. fr, 745 Campbell,
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Cornucopia) But right now, take this girl inside, rinse the
bathtub, heat water, and make up a marriage bed for her
and me. When that’s done, come back here again. Mean-
while I'll give this other girl back to the Couneil.

SLAVE
Where did you get these girls?

TRYGAEUS
Why, from heaven.

SLAVE
I wouldn't give two bits for the gods if they pimp girls as
we mortals dal

TRYGAEUS

You've got it wrong, though even up there some live off
girls like her.

SLAVE :
(o Cornucopia) Come on then, in we go. (to Trygaeus) Say,
should I give her something to eat?
TRYGAEUS
Nothing. She’ll not want to eat bread or cake, when up
there with the gods her tongue’s been used to ambrosia,
. SLAVE

Then we'll have to get something ready for her to put her
tongue on down here too!

SLAVE takes Cornucopia inside.
CHORUS

Lucky indeed,
to judge from wha I see,
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is the old man’s situation now,

TRYGAEUS
Just wait till you see me as a splendid bridegroom|
CHORUS
You'll be enviable, a codger
become a young man once again,
ancinted with scent.

TRYGAEUS
Iimagine so. Just wait till we're together and I've got those
tits in my hands! o

CHORUS
You'll seem luckier than Carcinys’ whirligigs!

TRYGAEUS
And rightly, no? For I alone
rode on beetle-back
and saved the Greeks, who now
can all live safely
in the countryside,
screwing and snoozing,

SLAVE comes out of the house.

SLAVE
The girl’s had a bath, and all’s well with her bottom, The
cake’s baked, the sesame rolls are being shaped, and every-
thing else is done. All we need is the prick]
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TRYGAEUS

Then come on, let’s hurry up and give Holiday here to the
Council,

SLAVE
What, this girl here? Do you mean to say this is the Holiday
we used to have when we'd had a few drinks and banged
our way to Brauron?7 :

TRYGAEUS
That's right, and it was quite a job getting hold of her,

SLAVE
Oh Master, look at her arse: it’s positively quadrenniall

. TRYGAEUS
(presenting Holiday to the spectators) Well now, who
among you is honest? Anyone at all? Who will take this
girl and safeguard her for the Council? (to the Slave) Hey
there, why are you tracing her outlines?

SLAVF, o
Er, well, it’s for the Isthmian Games:™ I'm reserving ac-
commodations for my prick!

TRYGAEUS
(to the spectators) You still won't nominate a guardian?
{leading Holiday to the Councillors’ seats) Come this way;
F'm going to escort you personally and put you down right
in their midst, ‘

™ A sanctuary in east Attica where an initiation festival for
maidens was held every four years. .

™ An international contest held biennially at the Isthmus of
Corinth; “isthmus” was sexual slang (“the place connecting two
legs™). :
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SLAVE
There’s someone signalling]

TRYGAEUS
Who?

SLAVE
Why, it's Ariphrades, begging you to take her to him.

" TRYGAEUS
But my boy, he'll kneel down and lap up her broth! (o
Holiday) Come on, first lay your things on the ground.
(Holiday disrobes) Councillors, Chairmen, behold Holi-
day! Look what good times I've brought to give you; you
can lift her legs in the air right away and have a Liberation
Feast!™ Just look at this cooker of hers!

SLAVE
My, she’s a fine thing! Now I soe why she’s scorched: before
the war she used to be the Council’s trivet!

TRYGAEUS
Now that you have her, you're free to hold a fine sporting
competition first thing tomorrow. You can wrestle her tg
the ground, stand her on all fours, il up for the pancration,
and like young lads bang and gouge with fist and prick

2 Anarrhysis, the second day of the Apéturia festival.
866 1w orevijr Meineke: T oKely =

856b ayctoris fort, versum cum 896a variantem exhibet R: om.
Vy: del. Rogers
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alike! Then on the second day you'll hold the equestrian
events, where jockey will outjockey jockey, and chariots
will tumble over each other and match thrusts, puffing and
panting, and other drivers will lie with cocks unfirled,
collapsed at the goal line, Now, Chairmen, you’re welcome
to Holiday! {giving Holiday to the Councillors) Look how
heartily this Chairman took her from mel You wouldn't
have been so hearty if you'd had to move some business
gratis; no, I'd have found you offering to “take ten.”
CHORUS

Yes, a man

like this one is good

for all the citizenry, -

TRYGAEUS
When you gather in your vintage, you'll realize much bet-
ter what a man I am

 CHORUS
Even now we plainly see,

for you've become a savior

for all mankind.

TRYGAEUS

That;s what you’ll say when you drink off a cup of new
wine

CHORUS LEADER

Yes, and that, next to the gods, we'll always consider you
the best.

810 roAirais Hermann: wokirns z
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TRYGAEUS
You do owe me a lot,
Trygaeus of Athmonum,
for freeing the commons
and the country folk
from terrible hardships,
and putting a stop to Hyperbolus.

SLAVE
Well now, what's next on our agenda?

TRYGAEUS
To install this goddess with pots, what else??

: SLAVE
With pots, like a contemptible little hermp7

TRYGAEUS
Then what's your suggestion? Do you prefer a fatted bull?

SLAVE
A bull? Absolutely not, or we might have to man the bul-
warks somewherel

’ TRYGAEUS
Then how about a big fat pig?
SLAVE
No, no!
TRYGAEUS
Why not?

73 Le. pots of bloodless offerings, as would be apprapriate for
Peace. :

™ See Clouds 1478 n.
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' SLAVE
So we don’t turn piggish like Theogenes!

TRYGAEUS
Then which of the remaining options appeals to you?
SLAVE
A boo lamb,
TRYGAEUS
Boo lamb?
SLAVE
That's right.
TRYGAEUS

But that's an Ionic pronunciation.

SLAVE
Tused it on purpose, so that whenever anyone in Assembly

says we've got to go to war, the assemblymen will be fright-
ened and say in Tonic, “Boo!”—

TRYGAEUS
Good ideal

SLAVE
—and be gentle otherwise, so that we'll be like lambs in

the way we treat one another, and much milder toward our
allies.

TRYGAEUS

Then go fetch the vietim as quick as you can, and T'll pro-
vide us an altar for the sacrifice.

SLAVE goes into the house,
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CHORUS
Surely all that God wills and fortune favors
goes forward according to plan, with one success
leading to another at just the right time.

TRYGAEUS
How evident that is (pointing to the stage altar), because
here’s an altar right in front of the door.

CHORUS
Come then, make haste while the blustery breeze
with God's help holds its course
away from war; yes, the divinity clearly
is changing our course to the good.

SLAVE returns with sacrificial paraphernalia,

SLAVE
Here’s the basket, with barley meal, a garland, and a knife,
and here’s kindling, and nothing's‘holding us up except the
victim|

SLAVE fetches the lamb while TRYGAEUS lights the fire.

CHORUS
Hadn't you better race each other? For
if Chaeris™ spots you, '
he’ll show up uninvited to play
his pipes, until—mark my words—
for his tooting and toiling
you'll end up tipping him.

7 A piper and lyre player frequently ridiculed in comedy for
ineptitude.
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SLAVE returns with the lamb.

TRYGAEUS .
Now then, you take the hasket and the lustral water, and
make a quick circuit of the altar, left to right. .

SLAVE
There you are. I've done the circuit, what now?

TRYGAEUS :
Here, I'll take this brand and dip it. (to the lamb, as he
sprinkles its head) Hurry up, move your head! (to the
Slave) Hand me some barley meal; give me the basin after
you dip your own hands; and throw the spectators some of
the barley pips.

SLAVE
(tossing pips) There.
' TRYGAEUS
You've tossed them already?

SLAVE
By Hermes I have; there isn't a one of these spectators who
hasn't got a pip.
TRYGAEUS
The women haven't got any.

SLAVE
Well, their husbands will give it to them tonight!

TRYGAEUS
Now let us pray. Who is here?™ (silence from the specta-
tors) Where might the good men aplenty be?

78 A ritual question to which a sacrificial congregation was
expected to reply, “good men aplenty.”
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: SLAVE
(sprinkling lustral water at the Chorus) Here, let me give

it to these here: they're good men aplenty. (the Chorus
dodges the water)

TRYGAFUS
You considered them good men?

SLAVE
Why not? After I sprinkled them with all that water they

came right back to the same place they were standing be-
fore.

TRYCAEUS
Now let’s get right to the prayer,

SLAVE
Yes, let us pray,

TRYGAEUS
Most august sovereign goddess,
Lady Peace,
mistress of choruses, mistress of weddings

)
accept this our sacrifice.

SLAVE
Yes, do accept it, greatly revered one,
in Zeus’ name, and don'’t act as
adulterous wives do.
They open the door -
a crack, and peep out,
and if anyone heeds them,
they draw back inside,
and when he’s gone, they peep out again.
Don't treat us like that any more!
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77 “Thirteen years” (instead of the actual ten since the out-
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TRYGAEUS

God no! Rather show all of yourself
steadfastly to us your lovers,

who have been pining for you now
these thirteen yoars.”?

Release us from battles and tumults,
so we may call you Lysimache,

Rid us of those suspicions,

oh so savvy,

that make claptrap of our parleys;
and blend us Greeks, starting afresh,
with the juice of friendship, and imbue
our thinking with a more obliging fellowship.
Have our market £l up

- with bounties: from Megara garlic,

early cucumbers, apples, pomegranates,
little wool jackets for our slaves;

and from Boeotia men seen bearing
geese, ducks, pigeons, wrens,

and Copaic eels coming by the basketful
and amid this may all of us together

go shopping, jostling

Morychus, Teleas,™ Glaucetes,? and
many another glutton; and may Melanthius

break of the war) is used as an indefinite round number with
unlucky connotations.

78 The name, which means “Releaser from Battles,” was in fact

borne by the incumbent priestess of Athena Polias, who may have
inspired Aristophanes in creating the heroine of Lysistrata,

™ A minor politician, -
80 Possibly the father of the prominent politician Pisander,
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get to the market late,

when everything’s sold, and shriek in despan*,
then sing an ode from Medea 8!

“I'm done for, done for, and bereft

of her that lay in amid beets!"®2

and may the people rejoice at his grief.

All this, greatly revered goddess, give us in answer to our
prayers. (to the Slave) Take the knife, and be sure to
slanghter the lamb like a master chef.

SLAVE
But that’s not proper.
TRYGAEUS
And why not?
SLAVE

Surely Peace takes no pleasure in slaughter, nor is her altar
bloodied.

TRYGAEUS _
All right, take it inside and sacrifice it, then remove the
thigh pieces and bring them out here; that way our pro-
ducer gets to keep his lamb!

SLAVE goes inside.

CHORUS
Meanwhile you've got to stay outdoors
and quickly arrange the kindling here
and everything that properly goes atop it.

81 Not the play by Euripides, but probably one of Melanthius®
own plays; cf. 804 n., 82 Le., a Copaic eel.
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in 415 (Plutarch, Nicias 23.7).
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TRYGAEUS
Wouldn't you say that I'm arranging the firewood in seerly
style?
CHORUS

How could I not? What have you missed

that makes for 4 wise man? What don’t you know

that makes a man notable for a wise

mind and resourceful daring?

TRYGCAEUS
In any case, the kindling’s alight, and it’s putting pres-
sure on Stilbides!®? I'll fetch the table myself; a slave’s not
needed.

TRYGAFEUS goes inside.

. CHORUS
Now who wouldnt extol
such a man as this, who
by braving many hardships
has rescued our sacred city?
And so you'll never stop being
the envy of everyone.

Enfer TRYGAEUS with ¢ table, SLAVE with the thighs.

SLAVE ' :
That job is done. Take the thighs and put them on; I'll go
for the innards and offerings.

SLAVE goes inside.

TRYGAEUS

TI'll see to this. (calling into the house) You should have -
been back by nowl
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SLAVE comes out with spitted innards and offerings.

SLAVE
Look, here I am. You don't think I was taking my time,
do you?

TRYGAEUS
Now roast these micely, because here comes somebody
wearing a laurel crown,

SLAVE _
Now who in the world is that? Looks like a charlatan. Is he
a seer?

TRYGAEUS
Certainly no seer, but evidently Hierocles, the oracle mon-
ger from Oreus.®

SLAVE
What's he got to tell us?

TRYGAEUS
Obvicusly, he means to make some objection to the treaty.

SLAVE
No, he’s drawn by this aroma.

TRYGAEUS
Well, let’s pretend we don't see him.

SLAVE
Good idea.

Enter HIEROCLES.

settlement in Oreus, on land confiscated in 445 ({Thucydides
1.114). ‘
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HIERQCLES

- What sacrifice might this be, and to which god?

TRYGAEUS
(to the Slave) Be quiet while you roast, and steer clear of
the rump.

HIEROCLES
Won't you tell me who you're sacrificing to?
TRYGAEUS
The tail is doing nicely.
SLAVE
Nicely indeed. Dear Lady Peace!

HIEROCLES
Come on then cut the firstlings and give them to me.

TRYGAEUS
It's better to do the roasting first,

H IEROCLES
But these here are already done.

TRYGAEUS
You're pretty nosy, whoever you are. (to the Slave) Start
carving,

SLAVE
Where’ a table?

TRYGAEUS
Bring the libation,
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I HIEROCLES
IEPOKAHE .
., | The tongue gets cut separately,
1060 7 YAdTTR Xwpls TEMVETQL. 1
‘ _ TRYGAEUS
TPTLAIOS ‘' We know. But do you know what you should do?
pepvnuela,
s m maa HIEROCLES
th 0&0’9 Q SPG-O-OV; Please say' ]
IEPOKAHE TRYGAEUS
2 2 s 14 - ’
v Ppdays. . Don'ttalkto us at all. You see, this is 2 sacrifice to Peace.85
TPITAIOS : HIEROCLES
pay Srakéyov “O mortals pitiful and foolish—
vv pndéy Bipiey ydp iepd Boper. ' . TRYGAEUS
IEPOKARS The same to you!
- L kal v ‘ HIEROCLES
@ péheor Brmrol Kal vymior—
pe o “—men who in senselessness know not the mind of
TPTIAIOS
, A ; the gods,
eis kepadiy ooi. you have struck a pact with glaring-eyed monkeys—"
IEPOKAHE , TRYGAEUS
olrwes deppadino Dedv vdov odk diovres . Ha ha hal
1065 ovwdiikas memoinot’ dvdpes xapomolor mbxois— HIEROCLES '
TETTAIOR ‘What's so funny?
alﬂmﬁot. TRYGAEUS
IEPOKAHZ “Glaring-eyed monkeys” is a good one!
7i yehds; | HIEROCLES
TPTTAICE “—and like tremulous pigeons give credence to fox
fiobnr yapomoiot mibikots. cubs, o

IEPOXAHS

~ . 8 The following dialogue (to line 1114) Is conducted in vatic
kol kémdor ToRpaves dhwmekibebor mémaofe,

hexameters.
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attributed to him were widely
Peloponnesian War; of, Knights 123-4, 1003-4.
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whose hearts are wily, and wily their minds.”

TRYGAEUS
You charlatan, T hope your lungs are as hot as this
meat]
_ HIEROCLES
“If the Nymphs divine did not play Bacis® false,
nor Bacis mortals, nor yet the Nymphs Bacis

himself—"
TRYGAEUS
Damn and blast you, if you don’t stop Bacizing!
HIEROCLES

“—'twere yet not ordained that the fetters of Peace
be Ioosened,

for this must first happen—"

TRYGAEUS :

First we must season these pieces.
HIERGCLES o

“—for this is not yet agreeable to the blessed gods,

to leave off the din of battle ere the wolf beds down
with the lamb.”

(o the Slave)

TRYGAEUS 7
You pariah, how could a wolf ever bed down with a
lamb?
HIEROCLES

“So long as the bombardier beetle in flight farts most
foully, :

read and discussed‘during the
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and the bhitch too eager for labor brings forth blind
pups, : :
so long were it not yet meet for peace to be

sanctioned.”
" TRYGAEUS
What should we have done instead? Ceaselessly wage
war?

Or draw lots for which side would suffer more,
when we could make a treaty and rule Greece
together?

HIEROCLES :

“Never shall you manage to make the crab walk
straight.”

TRYGAEUS
Nevermore shall you be dining in the Prytaneum® in
future, ' '
nor fashion any more prophecies after the event.

HIEROCLES
“Never shall you manage to smooth the spines of the
hedgehog.”
TRYGAEUS

And will you ever stop bamboozling the people of
Athens?

HIEROCLES

Say, what oracle authorized you to burn thighs for the
gods? :

TRYGAEUS

The very fine one that Homer composed, of course:%

88 Trygaeus’ oracle is a pastiche of Homeric plirases.
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(to the Slave)

PEACE

“Thus casting away the detestable vapor of warfare,

they opted for Peace and with a victim established he

And when the thighs were burnt and the innayds
devoured,

they poured libation from cups, and I led the way"—

but to the oracle monger no one passed a gleaming
goblet!

HIEROGLES
‘That's nothing to me; $ibyl® did not say it.
TRYGAEUS

But here’s something the sage Homer said that, by
god, is well put.%0

“Clanless, lawless, hearthless is that man

who lusts for the horror of warfare among his own
people.”

HIEROCLES

“Take heed, lest a kite somehow beguile your wits by
deception

and snatch up—>

TRYGAEUS

Do keep an eye out for just that;
for this oracle means menace to the innards.

Now pour in the libation, and bring me here some
inmards.
HIEROCLELS .
If that is your plan, T too will be my own bathman #!

TRYGAEUS
Libation! Libation]

9 See lied 9.634. 91 LLe., not wait to be served.
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HIEROCLES
Pour me some too, and Ppass me a portion of innards.

TRYGAEUS
But this is not yet agreeable to the blessed gods,

for this must first happen: we make libation, you hit
the road.

Lady Peace, remain with us throughout our lives.

HIEROCLES
Please give me the tongue.

TRYGAEUS

And you take yours away!
Libation! (o the Slave) And take these with the
libation, quickly.

A HIEROCLES
Will no ene give me some innards?

TRYGAEUS
No, it’s impossible
for us to give any, ere the wolf beds down with the
- lamb.

HIEROCLES
Do, 1 implore you!
TRYGAEUS
In vain, sir, do you beseech me,

for never shall you manage to smooth the spines of
the hedgehog.

Here now, spectators, come and share the innards with us!

HIEROCLES

And what about me?
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TRYGAEUS
Go eat your Sibyll
HIEROCLES
No, by Earth, you two shan't eat all this by yourselves; Tl
snatch it away from you; it’s all up for grabs!
TRYGAEUS
{striking Hierocles) Here, beat him! Beat this Bacis!

HIEROCLES
I summon witnesses!

TRYGAEUS _
So do I: that you're a glutton and a charlatan. (i the Slave)
Keep beating him with that stick, the charlatan!
SLAVE
No, you do the beating; I'm going to peel these sheepskins
offhim, that he’s been getting by bamboozlement. Off with
those sheepskins, sacrificer!

_ TRYGAEUS
Did you hear?
HIEROCLES drops the skins and runs away.

There goes the buzzard, just as he came from Oreus.b?
{ealling after him) Fly off now, and quick, to Elymnium!®?
. CHORUS
I'm delighted, yes delighted,
to be rid of helmets
and cheese and onions.

92 Le, without the skins,
83 A Euboean sanctuary near Oreus.
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For I take no pleasure in battles,
but in bending an elbow

by the fire with good

friends, setting ablaze

the logs that were

stubbed up last summer

and are nice and dry,

and toasting the pease,

and roasting some acorn,

and kissing the Thracian maid
while the wife’s in the bath.

CHORUS LEADER
Yes, nothing’s more delightful than having the seed in the
ground, the god pattering it with rain, and a neighbor say-
ing, “Say, Comarchides,?* how shall we pass the timeP”
°1 fancy heavy drinking, since the god's so well disposed.
Wife, start parching three quarts of the kidney beans, and
mix in some of the barley, and break out some of the figs;
and have Syra call Manes in from the vineyard.®¥ It's no use
at all trying to prune vines today, or turn the soil; the
ground’s muddy.” “And someone from my house fetch the
thrush and the two chaffinches; there should be some
beestings there too, and four rabbit fillets, unless the cat
took some of them off last night; it sure was making an
astonishing racket and hubbub in there. Bring us three of

94 “Master of Revels” or “Village Chief.”
95 Typical slave names.
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them, boy, and give one to my father. Aud ask at Aeschines’
house for six myrtle branches with berries on them;% and
as you're going that way, someone give Charinades a shout,

so he can drink with us,

since the god's tending

and helping the crops,”

CHORUS
And when the cicada
sings his sweet tune,
I enjoy inspecting
my Lemnian vines,
to see if they're ripening yet
{they're naturally
early ones), and to see
the wild fig swelling;
and when it's ready,
T eat and keep eating, :
saying the while “dear Seasons!” and
pounding thyme for a cordial;
and then I grow plump
in the high summer—

CHORUS LEADER
—more so than by standing at attention before a godfor-
saken commander, with Lis triple plumes and very glittery
crimson uniform, whose dye according to him is genuine

9 Aeschines (for the MSS’ unmetrical Aeschinades) was a

typical name; myrtle branches were used at bangquets to make
wreaths and to hold while singing drinking songs.
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Sardian; though I think if he ever has to fight in that uni-
form, that’s when he dyes it himself—a genuine Browns-
ville! Then he’s the first to take to his heels, fluttering his
plumes like a zooming horsecock, while I hold my position
like the snare-guard in a rabbit hunt. And when they get
stationed at home, their behavior’s intolerable: they enter
some of us on the roster and strike others, haphazardly, two
or three imes. We move out tomorrow, but he’s bought no
provisions, being unaware that he was going; then lie stops
at Pandion’s statue®” and sees his name, and rushes off in
a tizzy, his expression curdled by this misfortune. That's
how they treat the country folk, less so the city folk, casting
in the face of gods and men their—shields! For all this, god

- willing, theyll settle accounts with me yet,

for they've done me much wrong,
acting like lions on the home front,
like foxes in the fight!

TRYGAEUS and SLAVE come out of the house,

TRYGAEUS
My, my! What a lot of people have come for the wedding
feast! (handing him a helmet crest) Here, use this to wipe
the table; there’s no further use for it anyway. Then pile on
the cookies and thrushes, and lots of the rabbit, and the

rolls.

SLAVE goes inside; enter a SICKLE MAKER and a Potter with
wares and wedding gifts.

97 One of the ten eponymous tribal heroes whose statues stood
in the Agora; notices relevant to a tribe’s members were posted
there, Aristophanes belonged to the tribe Pandionis.
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SICKLE MAKER
Where's Trygaeus, where’s Trygaeus?

TRYGAEUS
I'm stewing thrushes.

SICKLE MAKER

My dear friend Trygacus, what great blessings you've
brought us by making peace! Until today no one would pay
a penny for 2 sickle, but now I'm selling them for fifty
drachmas, and this man gets three drachmas for his coun-
try cracks. So, Trygaeus, take any of these sickles and
crocks that you like, at no charge. (offering wedding gifts)
And accept these too; out of our sales and profits we're
bringing you these wedding gifts.

TRYGAEUS
Well now, put them down next to me, and hurry on inside
for dinner. Because here comes an arms dealer, looking
irritated.

Enter an ARMS DEALER, a Helmet Maker, and a Spear
Maker with their wares.

ARMS DEALER
Damn it, Trygaeus, you've destroyed me root and branch!

TRYGAEUS
What's the matter, poor fellow? Come down with a touch
of plume-onia?
ARMS DEALER
You've destroyed my business and my livelihood, and this
man’s, and this spear maker’s too.
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TRYGAFUS
All right, what will you take for this pair of crests?

ARMS DEALER
What's your offer?

TRYGAEUS
My offer? I'm embarrassed to say, but considering the
workmanship of the fastening, I'd offer three quarts of
dried figs for the pair,

ARMS DEALER
Done; go in and fetch the figs,
TRYGAEUS goes inside.
{to a companion) Tt's better than nothing, my friend.

TRYGAEUS comes out.

TRYGAEUS
Get these the hell out of here, get them away from my
house! They're losing their hair, they're worthless. 1
wouldn’t even pay a single fig for them.

ARMS DEALER
And what am I to do with this “corslet round,” 2 beautiful
fit and worth ten minas, damn it? '

TRYGAEUS
Well, that one won’t be a loss for you; give it to me at cost.

(taking the corslet) Look, this will make a handy crapper—

ARMS DEALER
Stop outraging my wares!

583




1230

1235

1240

ARISTOPHANES

TPTILAIOS,
odt, mapadévr Tpeis Alovs. ob Befidis
OIIAON KAIIHAOSZ
moie & dmofiioer mor, duabéorare;
TPTTAIOE,
™oL, Siels miv yelpa Sid e Halapeds
kal T8
OIAON KAITHAOZE
dp’ dudoty 877
' TPTTAIOS
13 M I'd
eywye vy Ala,
y fos ey , - ,
tra pil vy Ghd rpumnue khémTwy Tis veds.
CIIAON KAITHAOZ
dmeer’ émi Berduve yeoel rafueros;
TPTTAIOS
£l b i 7 s > o A kil
Eywye vy AU, dmirpurr. ole yap dv
Tov mwpwkTor dwobiafar pe yihdv Spaypdv;
OITAON KATTHAOQE
0 84, "Eéveyxe Tdpylprov.
TPTLAIOZ
AN, dyabe,
HArife 10w Sppov. dmddep’, ovr Gmiropar.
OIIAON KAIHAOE
7t 8 dpo T odimwyyys THOe xphoount,
o E) 4 " > oEE 2 LIS N4
Hp érpudpmy Spaypdy mol édkovt éyd;

584

PEACE

TRYGAEUS
—this way, if I prop it up with three stones. Neat, eh?

ARMS DEALER
But how will you ever wipe yourself, you utter ignoramus?

TRYGAEUS
This way, with my hand through the oarport, and this way
with the other hand.

AEMS DEALER
You use both hands?

TRYGAEUS
I certainly do: I don’t want to be caught padding my bottom
line with an unmanned oarport!

ARMS DEALER
So you intend to sit on a ten-mina corslet and shit?

TRYGAEUS
I certainly do, you damned scoundrel! Do you think I'd sell
my arsehole for a thousand drachmas?

ARMS DEALER
All right then, fetch the money.

TRYGAEUS
On second thought, dear fellow, it irritates my bottom.
Take it away; I won't buy it.

' ARMS DEALER
And what will I do with this bugle, then, that one time I
bought for sixty drachmas?
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TRYGAEUS-
Pour lead into its bell here, then into the mouthpiece stick
alongish rod, and you'll have yourself a target for cottabus
tosses, %

ARMS DEALER
Damn it, you're making fun of me!

TRYGAEUS
Then here’s another idea: pour in the lead, as I said, and
from this end attach a scale pan hung with cords, and you’ll
have just the thing for weighing out figs for your farm-
hands.

ARMS DEALER
O unappeasable spirit, how thou hast ruined me! (holding
up two helmets) Because these too once cost me a mina,

And now what am I going to do? Who'll buy them?

TRYGAEUS
Go sell them to the Egyptians; they'll do for measuring out
laxative. :

ARMS DEALER
Damn it, helmet maker, we've really fallen on hard times.

TRYGAEUS
Nothing bad has happened to him.

: ARMS DEALER
But what use will anyone have for helmets any more?

¥ Cottabus was a drinking game whose object was to hit vari-
ous targets with wine dregs tossed from the cups.
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9% The opening of the cyclic epic Epigoni, which told of the
attack on Thebes by the sons of the original Seven. As in the scene
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PEACE

TRYGAEUS
{pointing to the helmet maker’s ears) If he learns to make
handles like these, he’Il make a much higher profit on them

than he does now.

‘ ARMS DEALER
Let’s be off, spear maker.

TRYGAEUS
No, don’t go; I'm going to buy those spears from him.
ARMS DEALER
All right, for how much?

TRYGAEUS
If they're sawn in two, I'll take them for vine poles, a
hundred for a drachma.

ARMS DEALER
That’s an insult! Let’s get out of here, my friend.
ARMS DEALER and his associates depart.

TRYGAEUS
(calling after them) A very good idea, because the guests’
children are already coming out here to piss—so they can
rehearse the preludes they're going to sing, is my guess.

Two BOYS come out of the house.

Whatever you've got in mind to sing, my boy, stand right
here beside me and preview the prelude.
FIRST BOY
“Now let us begin a song of younger blood—"%°

with Hierocles earlier, Trygaeus responds in kind to the boys
hexameters.
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PEACE

TRYGAEUS
Stop

singing about blood, you triple jin, and in peacetime
to hoot! You're a dunce and a damned brat!

FIRST BOY ,
“And when in their advance they had come together

at close quarters,

they dashed their bucklers together and their shields

massive in the middle.”00

TRYGAEUS
Shields? Do stop reminding us of shields!

FIRST BOY
“Then arose together the groans and the cheers of
warriors.” .
TRYGAEUS

The groans of warriors? You'll be the one wailing, by
Dionysus,
if you sing about groans, and groans massive in the
middle at that!
FIRST BOY
But what should I sing of instead? You tell me the
subjects that please you.

TRYGAEUS
“Thus did they feast on the flesh of beeves,” and this
sort of thing:
“Their breakfast was laid out before them, and
whatever was good to eat.”

FIRST BOY
“Thus did they feast on the flesh of beeves, and from
the harness :
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101 Adapted from the Contest of Homer and Hesiod, 107-8.
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PEACE

loosed the reeking necks of their steeds, since they
were sated with warfare.” 101

TRYGAEUS
Good: they were sated with warfare, then they fell to
eating.
That's what to sing, right there, that they fell to

eating when sated!

FIRST BOY

“And when they had finished, they started to pour—~
TRYGAEUS

Happily, I wager!
FIRST BOY

“_forth from the battlements, and a clamor
unguenchable rose up.”

TRYGAEUS
Damn and blast you, little hoy, and your battles too! You
sing of nothing but wars. Whose son are you, anyway?

FIRST BOY
Me?
TRYGAEUS
Of course youl
FIRST BOY
I'm the son of Lamachus.
TRYGAEUS
Yuk!
Truly amazed had I been as I listened, were you not
the scion
of some champion speiling for battles and tearful
thereafter.
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PEACE

Get lost, go sing for the spearsmen,

FIRST BOY goes off.

Now where’s the son of Cleonymus got to? (Second Boy
comes forward) Sing me something before you go in. I'm
sure that you won't sing about conflicts; you've got a pru-
dent father,

SECOND BOY
“Some Saean now vaunts my shield, a splendid
weapon

that all unwilling I abandoned by a bush—"102

TRYGAEU_S
Tell me, little weenie, are you singing about your own

father?

SECOND BOY
“—but T saved my life—"

TRYGAEUS
and disgraced your begetters!

But let’s go in. I'm quite sure that you'll never forget what
you were singing about that shield, with a father like yours!

For you who are staying outside here it now remains

to munch and crunch all this foed, and not drag your
0ars.

Yes, tuck into it like real men,

and mash it with both jaws, for there’s no point, you
rascals,

in having white teeth, if they don’t do any real
chewing.
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PEACE

CHORUS LEADER
That we'll take care of, and thank you too for
reminding us,

TRYGAEUS and SECOND BOY go inside.

You've all been hungry hitherto, so now tuck into the
rabbit,

for it’s not every day

that you run into cakes wandering about unclaimed)

So start gobbling it up, or you'll soon be sorry you
didnt.

TRYGAEUS comes out of the house dressed as a bridegroom.

TRYGAEUS

Let us speak auspiciously, and escort the bride
outside here,

and fetch torches, and all the people rejoice with us
and cheer us on,

and move all our equipment back to the country
right now,

dancing and pouring libations and driving
Hyperbolus away,

and making prayers to the gods

that they grant prosperity to the Greeks

and help us produce lots of barley,

all of us alike, and lots of wine,

and figs to nibble,

and that our wives bear us children,

and together we recover all that we lost

just as it was to begin with,

and have done with the shining blade.
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PEACE

Cornucopia, dressed as a bride, is escorted from the house,

Come along, wife, to the countryside, %3
and with me, my beauty,
lie down beautifully.

CHORUS
Hymen, Hymeneus O!
Hymen, Hymeneus O!

CHORUS LEADER

Happy, happy, happy man,
right worthy of your blessings!

CHORUS
Hymen, Hymeneus Of
Hymen, Hymeneus Ol

CHORUS LEADER
What shall we do with the bride?

CHORUS
‘What shall we do with the bride?

CHORUS LEADER
We'll gather her fruit!

CHORUS
We'll gather her fruit!

CHORUS LEADER
Let’s those of us up front

103 The text of the concluding hymeneal song (lines 1329-end)
is uncertainly transmitted, and its structure is variously arranged
by editors.
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PEACE

hoist the bridegroom aloft
and carry him, lads!

CHORTS
Hymen, Hymeneus O!
Hymen, Hymeneus Q!

CHORUS LEADER
You will live happily,
and free of troubles
gather in your figs.

CHORUS
Hymen, Hymenens Ol
Hymen, Hymeneus O!

CHORUS LEADER
His fig is big and ripe,
hers is nice and sweet!
TRYGAEUS
So you'll say when you're feasting
and drinking plenty of wine!

CHORUS
Hymen, Hymeneus O}
Hymen, Hymeneus O!

TRYGAEUS
Good luck and fare ye well,
gentlemen; and if you follow me,
yowll all have cakes to eatl

The CHORUS follows TRYGAEUS and Cornucopia off,
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