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PREFACE

A xEEN critic, who pointed out several misprints
in Vol. I, also took me to task for vagaries in the
proper names. In these I confess to a certain
heence, for which there are parallels. Sometimes
“ Ptolemy,” sometimes ‘‘ Ptolemaeus,” better fits
the run of the sentence, and “ Ptolemaeus” is
advisable where another name, such as Aristobulus,
follows. In Roman Histoies, despite the wise
recommendations of learned societies for transhtera-
tion, *“ Pompey ” and *“ Antony,” undignified though
they sound, are usual. In Anabasis VI.v. 5 I even
venture ‘ Craterus and Philip,” since we have come
to anglicize * Philippus " as a general rule.

In this volume I use Arabeans (Indica) for dwellers
by the nver Arabis, but keep “ Agranes ”’ because
“ Agriamans "’ sounds ugly.

Sometimes variety is ased to distinguish; it has
become usual, for instance, to use Aonos of the
Rock, Aornus of the Bactrian site.

A more difficult point 1s accentuation of rarer
names, especially of Macedonian names. I print
Aeovvdros, as Roosdid; buthe repented when too late
(Piget me Aeovvdros . . . ex A retinuisse, cum Aeon dros
vel . . . Aedvvatos seribendum sit). Possibly in the
Indica, where there is evidently some attempt at
Aeolisms, we should, by Bapvrévnos, write Aedvvatos.
But -aros is probably wrong, and Hoffmann (Ueber
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PREFACE

die Makedonen u. ihre sprache) suggests thati the
termination is from érimue, the name meaning
“ serviceable to the people ” or something hke; and,
if so, the word should be oxytone.

Not many works on Airian or Alexander have
appeared since the publcation of Vol. I the trans-
lation of Ulrich Wilcken’s Alexander and Georges
Radet’s Alexandre le grand (Pans, 1931, 448 pp.) are
to be noted; those who have followed Radet’s
writings in Bordeaux University publications will
know that the completed work is of high value.
A copy of The Ephemerides of Alexander’s Eapedi-
tion, by C. A. Robinson, Jr. of Brown University,
has kindly been sent me by the author, who
indeed seems to attribute the work to a desire ex-
pressed in my Alexzander the Great (Cape). In this
study of Alexander’s routes and stopping-places
Mzr. Robinson seems to reach the striking conclusion
that after the death of Callisthenes there was, for a
time, either a cessation of the official Diaries or much
confusion in them. In this “second period” the
surviving authorities differ much in thew records of
Alexander’s progress. Later on they appear to
have been better ordered® The writer promises a
larger work.

Sir Aurel Stein prints in The Geographical Journal
for July 1932 an article on “ The Site of Alexander’s
Passage of the Hydaspes and the Battle with Poros.”
He has most kindly permitted use of his articles and
maps; and the larger map 1n this volume has been as
far as possible brought into harmony with his, while
that of the Upper Indus is actually his.

E IR
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ARRIAN
ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER

BOOK V

I. Inthe country through which Alexander passed,
between the rivers Cophen and Indus, was situated,
they say, the city Nysa,! founded by Dionysus;
he founded it when he subdued the Indians, whoever
this Dionysus was, and whenever or whence he
marched against the Indians; for I for my part
cannot gather whether the Theban Dionysus started
from Thebes or from the Lydian Tmolus, and led an
army against the Indians, invading all these warhke
peoples, unknown to the Greeks of that time, and
subduing no other part of them but the Indians;
still, one must not be a precise eritic of ancient
legends about the divine beings. For things which
—if you consider them merely from their probability
—appear incredible, may, when one adds to one’s
story the divine element, prove by no means
incredible.

When, however, Alexander approached Nysa, the
people of Nysa sent out to him their chief, whose
name was Acuphis, and with him thirty envoys from

1 Jelalabad.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 1. 3-6

their most notable men, {o beg Alexander to leave
their city to its god. The envoys, 1t is said, came into
Alexander’s pavilion, and found him sitting all
dusty still from the journey, with his ordinary
armour on him, and wearmg a helmet and carrying
his spear; they were amazed at the sight of him, and
fell to the ground, and for a long time kept silence.
But when Alexander raised them up and bade them
take courage, then Acuphis began and spake as
follows :

“The people of Nysa,O King,beg you to leave them
free and independent, from reverence for Dionysus.
For he, when he had subdued the nation of the
Indians, and was returning towards the Greek Sea,
founded, with s discharged soldiers, who were also
his Bacchi,! this aty, to be a memorial for those
to come of his journey and his victory, even as
you have yourself founded Alexandma by Mount
Caucasus, and another Alexandria in Egypt, and
you have both founded many other cities already,
and will found more in course of time, thus giving
proof of more achievements than those of Dionysus.
Now Dionysus called this city Nysa in honour of his
nurse Nysa,and the territory he called Nysaean ; and
the mountain near the city he named Merus (a thigh),
since, according to the legend, he grew in the thigh
of Zeus. From that tume this aty of Nysa in which
we dwell has been free, and ourselves independent,
and living as orderly citizens, And let this too be a

1 Thats, his band of revellers.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 1.6-2. 3

proof that Dionysus was our founder; ivy grows .
nowhere else in India, but does grow with us.”

II. All this was very pleasing for Alexander to
hear, and he was very ready to believe the tale about
the journey of Dionysus; he was ready also to credit
that Nysa was founded by Dionysus, in which case
he had already reached the point which Dionysus
reached, and would go even farther than Dionysus.
He thought also that the Macedonians would not
refuse to endure toils with him still further, in
rivalry with Dionysus’ achievements Alexander
therefore granted continuance of freedom and
independence to the setilers of Nysa. And when
he had by mquiry ascertained thewr laws, and that
their government was 1n the hands of the aristocrats,
he expressed approval of this, at the same time
demanding that they should send him three hundred
horsemen. and also select and send a hundred of the
chief men in the government (they also were three
hundred in number). Acuphis was to select them,
and Alexander also appomnted him governor of the
territory of Nysa. Then Acuphis is said to have
smiled, on hearing this request ; and when Alexander
asked why he laughed, he rephed: « How, O King,
can a smngle city be deprived of a hundred good
citizens and yet continue to be well governed? But
if you care for the Nysaeans, let the three hundred

" horsemen be brought, and even more, if you wish;
but instead of these hundred men, whom you desire
me to choose out, the best we have, take twice the
number of the inferior citizens, so that when you
come hither again you may think the city to be in



ARRIAN

~ 14 -~
" Td adTd ToUTR Kéouw Paveln % mwols. Tadra
7 -~
Mryovra, Néyeww qap 8ofar Ppévipa, meloar
e
4 "ANéEavdpov. Kal 7ods pév imméas Evuméumrew
of éxéhevae, Tovs 8¢ éxaTov ToUS émihéxTous
V 3 A 3 \ 8’ b ’ ) ~ -
UMKETL alTioal, AANG uNoO avT aUTOY AAAOUS®
~ ~D 4 ~
Tov 8¢ maida dpa Tod Akoiios kal Ths GuyaTtpos
Tov waida Evuméprar adTd " Arovdiy.
’ ~ ~
5  ANéfavdpov 8¢ mifos énaBev idely Tov ydpov
8mov Twa VmopviuaTa Tod Awvicov of Nucaios
3 1 b ~ 3 \ b4 \ \
écoumabov. 'EXbelv Te és 70 Spos Tov Mnpov
Evv Tols éraipois immedor kal 7Y welikd dyripaTs
kel i0ely Kkioool Te davdmiewv kal Sdpyns To
dpos xal dhon mavroia' kal (deivl clokiov ral
6 Gpas év adrd elvar Onplov mavrodamdv. Kai
Tovs Makedovas Hdéws Tov xiooov idévras, ola
&y &ua pakpod opbévra (o0 yap elvar év T
Tvddv ywpa kioady, 008 vamep adrols dumelos
joav), aTepdvovs gmwovdy dm adrTod moieiobas
kal orepavdoaclar ds elyov épvuvodvras kal
Aidvuooy Te kal Tas émwvvuias Tod Oeod dvaka-
Modvras. Obgai Te alrod 'ANéfavlpor Té
Awoviow wal ebwynbivar opod Tols éraipots.
3 \ ‘ A / 3 7 3 V4 \ A
7 O 8¢ ral Tdde dvéypavrav, € &) To mioTa kal
TadTa, moAAOYS TOVY dud’ avTov TAV ok Huern-
wévor Makedovor 78 Te kioad éoTedavwuévovs
kal Umo T katarhjoer  Tod Oeod xatacyeBival
L f8nv oboriov, Pllugk ; I suggest 15y, since adrd looks back
to dpos. But Arrian 1s not averse to repeating words ; ideiv
(ter) and i8évras may well stand.
2 kararafoe from Excerpta wepl yvwudv, after dvaxarobrras,
seems unbkely; A has waraxiice, ‘‘the feast.” raraAdfe

seems possible ; see Eur. Hipp, 1847, wévfos fedbev kara-
AnmTdy,

8



ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 2. 3-7.

the same good order as now.” With these words,
which appeared wise words, he won Alexander’s
consent. He bade Acuphis send the horsemen to
accompany him, but no longer to demand the select
hundred, and not even to send any substitutes in
their place. Acuphis sent, however, with him his
son, and his daughter’s son.

Alexander then was seized with a desire to see the
place where the Nysaeans proudly displayed certain
memorials of Dionysus; to go to Mount Merus with
the Companions’ cavalry and his own company of
infantry, and behold the mountam full of wy and
laurel, with all sorts of groves; to see how shady
1t was, and that there were good hunting grounds in
it of all sorts of game. The Macedonians were
delighted to see the 1vy, since they had seen none for
a long time; for there is no 1vy in the Indians’
country, not even where they have vines; and they
eageily made wreaths of it and crowned themselves
there and then, singing hymns to Dionysus and
calling on the various names of the god. Then
Alexander sacrificed there to Dionysus, and made
good cheer with his Companions. Some have
related (aif anyone can beheve this story) that many
of the more exalted Macedonians who were with him
crowned themselves with the 1vy, and were, on this
invocation of the god, possessed by Dionysus, raised
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 2. 7-3. 5

the Dionysiac cry, and rushed hither and thither, in
the Bacchic way.

III. However, these tales anyone may believe or
not, taking them as he thinks fit. Tor I do not
wholly agree with Eratosthenes the Cyrenaean,?
who states that what the Macedonians say of the
divine influence was much exaggerated to please
Alexander. He says for instance that the Macedon-
ians caught s ght of a cave among the Parapamisadae,
and hearing some local legend about it, or having
agreed together, spread the rumour that this was
Prometheus’ cave, where he had been chained, and
that the eagle used to visit there, to feed on Prome-
theus’ hiver, and that Heiacles, arriving at this same
spot, shot the eagle and released Prometheus from his
chains. So the Macedonians transferred, in their
account, Mount Caucasus from the Pontus to the
eastern parts of the world and the country of the
Parapamisadae, towards India, and called Mount
Parapamisus Mount Caucasus, all for the glory of
Alexander, suggesting that he had actually crossed
Mount Caucasus. Then in India itself, when they
saw cattle branded with a club, they deduced thence
that Heracles had come to India. Swumlar stories
about Dionysus’ journeyings are rejected by Eratos-
thenes. Asfaras] am concerned, the stones of these
things may rest open.

Alexander, arnving at the river Indus, found a
bridge already made over it by Hephaestion, and
many smaller boats, but also two of thirty oars.  Also
he found already arrived gifts from Tawles the

1 Eratosthenes of Cyrene, died about 196 B.c. A great
scholar and scientist, best known as geometer, astronomer, and
geogiapher.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 3. 5~1. 2

Indian. two hundred silver talents, and for sacrificial
offerings three thousand cattle and over ten thous-
and sheep, with thirty elephants. There came also
from Taxiles seven hundred cavalry as fighting alles,
and Taxiles surrendered to him the city Taxila, the
greatest city between the river Indus and the
Hydaspes. There Alexander sacrificed to the gods
to whom he usually offered sacrifice, and held a con-
test of athletics and cavalry games near the river;
and the sacrifices were favourable to the ciossing.
IV. That the river Indus is the greatest nver of
Agsia and Europe except the Ganges, and this too is
an Indian river; and that its springs are on this side
of Mount Parapamisus or Caucasus, that it runs into
the great Indian sea towards the south wind, that it
has two mouths and both its outlets are marshy,
like the five outlets of the Ister, and that it forms a
delta also in the land of India analogous to the delta
in Fgypt, called Pattala in the Indian language—all
this about the Indus, that namely which can least
be gainsaid, permit me also to set down here. For
the Hydaspes, Acesines, Hydraotis, and Hyphasis,?
all also nvers of India, are much greater than the
remaining rvers of Asia; yet they are smaller, in
fact much smaller, than the Indus, as the Indus itself
than the Ganges. Ctesias? indeed—f indeed
Ctesias 1s of any use as a witness—says that where

1 Modern names are Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, and Sutle).
2 Ctesias of Cmudusin Caria ; contemporary with Xenophon;
spent some time 1n Persia.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 4. 2-3

the Indus is narrowest, its banks are forly stades
apart; but where broadest even a hundred; the
greater part of its course is about half this.!

This rver then, the Indus, Alexander crossed at
dawn with his army, so entering the land of the
Indians; about whom I have not in this history
given any account either of their customs, or whether
their country produces any strange animals, or of
the size or kinds of fishes or sea-monsters which the
Indus, or Hydaspes, or Ganges, or the other Indian
rivers produce, or of their ants which mine for gold,
or of the gnffons 2 which keep watch, or of all the
other curiosities rather invented for amusement than
for accurate setting out of facts—since whatever
ridiculous lies people tell about the Indians are not
likely to be vernfied by anyone. Yet in fact Alex-
ander and s fellow-soldiers did indced verify the
greater part of these—save a few false tales such as
some even of themselves made up ; and they did find
out that the Indians have no gold—at least so many as
Alexander visited in his campaign, and they were
very numerous; and they are not at all luxurious in
their way of living; but they are tall of stature, in
fact the tallest men in Asia, five cubits. most of them,
or very httle short of 1t; and they aie darker-skinned
than the rest of mankind, except the Acthiopians;
and in walike matters much the noblest of the
inhabitants of Asia at that time. For I cannot
properly compare with the Indians the ancient
Persians, with whom Cyrus son of Cambyses set forth
and deprived the Medes of the sovereignty of Asia,

1 Pliny and Strabo give 50 stades only; the actual width
of the Indusis stated to be, at the most, 20 stades.
2 See Herodotus, IIT. 116,
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 4. 5-3. 3

and subdued some of the remaining peoples, and
received the voluntary surrender of the rest. For
the Persians then were poor, and dwelt m a rough
country, and their customs weie approximated as
near as possible to the Spartan educational system
Nor can I properly compare the wound dealt to the
Persians in Scythia, so as to say whether it happened
because they fell in with difficulties of the country,
or by some other error of Cyrus, or whether the
Persians were actually inferior in waifare to the
Scythians of this region.

V. However, about India I shall wnte a special
monograph ! based on all the most reliable facts from
Alexander’s fellow-campaigners and Neaichus, who
coasted along the part of the Great Sea which lies
towards India, adding besides all that Megasthenes
and Eratosthenes, who are both men of repute, have
written; the customs of India, any strange beasts
which live there, and the voyage round it by the
Outer Sea. But now let what I have written down
suffice, so far as seemed necessary to the account of
Alexander’s achievements: mnamely, that Mount
Taurus is the boundary of Asia, beginning from
Mgycale, the mountain over agamst the island of
Samos; then cutting through between the land of
Pamphylia and Lycia, thence 1eaches to Armenia;
and from Armema runs to Media by way of the
Parthyaeans and Chorasmians; and in Bactia joins
Mount Parapamisus, which the Macedonians who
served with Alexander called Mount Caucasus, with
a view (so it is said) of glorifying Alexander, as
suggesting that Alexander reached even the farther

1 This is the Zadica included in this volume.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 5. 3-6. 2

side of Mount Caucasus in his victorious career.
Perhaps, however, this mountain is continuous with
the other Caucasus, that is, the Scythian; just as
Mount Taurus is continuous with this Caucasus. For
this reason I have previously called this mountain
Caucasus, and shall continue so to call it later. This
Caucasus reaches to the great eastern sea, towards
India. Thus all the important rivers of Asia rise
fiom Mounts Taurus and Caucasus; and a part of
them turn their streams northward, and of them some
pass out into Lake Maeotis; others into the sea
called the Hyrcanian, itself a gulf of the Great Sea;
a part again turn southward, the Euphrates, Tigris,
Indus, Hydaspes, Acesines, Hydraotis, and Hyphasis,
and any which are between these and the Ganges
and run out into the sea or are diffused over marshy
ground and so disappear, as the Euphrates disappears.
VI. Anyone who surveys Asia so that it is divided
by Mounts Taurus and Caucasus from west to east
will find that the two greatest duvisions of Asia are
formed by Mount Taurus itself, the one lcoking
towards the south and the south wind, the other to
the north and the north wind. Then the southern
part of Asia may again be divided into four parts,
and of these Eratosthenes and Megasthenes regard
19
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 6. 2-5

as the greatest part the region of India—Megas-
thenes dwelt with the satrap of Arachosia, Sibyrtius,
and writes that he often visited Sandracottus.! the
king of the Indians ; the smallest part, that bounded
by the Euphrates, looks towards our inland sea.
The other two parts lie between the Euphrates and
the Indus, and these two put together can hardly be
compared with the territory of India. India itself
both east and west, right down to the south, isbounded
by the Great Sea; its northein part is bounded by
Mount Caucasus till 1ts junction with Mount Taurus:
then to the west, and the north-west wind, as far as
the Great Sea, the Indus forms its boundary. The
greater part of it is level plam, and this, as is con-
jectured, is alluvial, formed by the nivers. In other
parts of the country also such plains as are near the
sea for the most part are the result each of its neigh-
bouring river; so too the name of the country from
ancient times was attached to the rivers. Thusthere
1 a plain of Heimus, which river rises m Asia from
the mountain of Mother Dindymene and runs into
the sea near the city of Smyrna in Aeolia, thenthere
is another plain, that of Cayster, a Lydian plam and
named from a Lydian river, another plain of Caicus,
in Mysia, and the Carianplain of Maeander, stretching
to Muletus, the Ionian aty. Egypt also the historians
Herodotus 2 and Hecataeus (though possibly the work

1 Sandracottus or Chandraguptas.
2 Book II.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 6. 5-8

on Egypt is by another than Hecataeus) both call
sinmlarly ““ the gift of the river,” and Herodotus has
shown by very clear proofs that this is so, owing to
the coincidence of country and river sharing the
same name. For that Aegyptus was the old name of
the nver which the Egyptians and others living
outside Egypt call the Nile, Homer is ample evidence,
when he says that Menelaus stationed his ships at
the mouth of the river Aegyptus. Since, therefore,
any one river, each in various parts of the world, and
not great rivers either, can while flowing seaward
build up a great stretch of land, by bringing down
mud and deposits from the upper lands where are
thewr springs, there is no reason for disbelhef about
the country of India either, how 1t comes to be for
the most part plain, and has 1its plain formed by the
alluvial deposits of the rivers: as for Hermus and
Cayster and Caicus and Maeander or any otherrivers
of Asia which run out into thus mner sea, if you put
them all together, you could not, for volume of water,
compare them with one of the rivers of India—to say
nothing of the largest, Ganges, with which not even
the volume of the Nile in Egypt nor the Ister * which
flows through Europe is worthy to be compared, nay,
not even if all were put together do they equal the
river Indus, which rises a great nver at its very
springs, and takes in fifteen tributaries, all greater
than the Asian rivers, and, imposing its name as it
goes, runs out to join the sea. This for the present

1 The Danube.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 6. 8-7. 3

must be all I have to say about India; the rest must
be put aside for my Indian History.

VII. As for the method by which Alexander
bridged the Indus, neither Aristobulus nor Ptole-
maeus, the authors whom I chiefly follow, describe
1t; nor can I myself make a reasonable conjecture,
whether the passage was bridged by boats,® as the
Hellespont by Xerxes and the Bosporus and Ister by
Dareius,? or whether a continuous bridge was built
across the stream. I am inclined to the idea that
the bridging was by boats; since the depth of the
river would not admit of a bridge, nor could so
extraordinary a work have been completed in so little
time. Again, if the stream was bridged with boats,
whether the boats were lashed together by ropes
and then moored in order and so formed the bridge,
as Herodotus of Halcarnassus says that the Helles-
pont was bridged; or in the way in which the Roman
bridge is made on the Ister, and on the Celtic Rhine,
and in which they bridged the Euphrates and Tigns,
as often as they were obliged to do so—this too I
cannot say. Yet the quickest way of bridgmg I
know is the Roman by use of boats, and I shall here
describe it, for it merits description. The boats are,
at the given signal, allowed to float down-stream, yet
not bows on, but as if backing. So then the stream,
as is natural, carries them down, but a rowing boat
holds them up till it mancuvres them into the
appointed place. Then wicker crates made pyramid-

* 8o Diodorus. xvu. 36.
2 Herodotus, IV, 118, VII, 33.
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xatd vadv e/cao"rnv kal ai émTipigoes Tob
éehemolis obte THY kaTdrovow TRV wapary-
veludTwy obte Ty 6EUTnTa TOD Epyov ddarpoiv-
Tac.
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ewnamy-rar A?uefavSpa) O¢ bmews e{evxé’no IVSOQ
'rro'ra;ws‘ ov/c éxw elmeiv, 87 pmdé ol avo-'rpa'revaav—
Tes adTd elmov. ~ANNG por Soxel ds dyyurdrw
'razf'rmv égeﬁxecu, 7 el 877' Tt d')»?\n unxavy, e’/celfun
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! Dubner’s &= 1s very awkward, though the planks would,

of course, run from ship to ship.
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shape full of unhewn stones are let down from the
bows of each ship to hold it against the stream. And
when one ship is thus made fast, and then another,
just at the right interval to carry the superstructure
safely, it is anchored head up-stream; and on both
boats timbers are accurately and smartly laid,! and
planks crosswise to bind them together. Then the
work goes on throughout all the boats, so many as
are needed for the bridging. On either side of the
bridge ladders 2 are thrown out, and made fast, so
that the passage may be safer for horses and baggage
animals, and also to bind the bridge together; and
in quite a short time, and with much bustle, the
whole work 1s completed; and yet there is good
order in the course of the work ; instructions called
from ship to ship, and reproofs of shirked work, do
not spoil the hearing of the orders, nor the speed of
the operation.

VIII. These then are the long-established methods
of the Romans; but how Alexander bridged the
Indus I do not pretend to say, for even those who
served under him did not tell us. Still, I am inclined
to think that he approximated to this way of bridging ;
yet 1if 1t was by some other means, let it pass. After
taking his army across, Alexander sacrificed according
to custom. Then leaving the Indus he marched to
Taxila, a great and prosperous city. Itis indeed the
largest of all which lie between the river Indus and
the Hydaspes. He was received there by Taxiles,

1 {5 edfY might mean * fore-and-aft’’; d¢éws seems to be
a military adverb, ¢ smartly,”’ * wstantly.”
2 Apparently as a light bulwark.
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the governor of the city, and the Indians of this
district, in a friendly manner; and Alexander added
to them so much of the neighbouring territory as they
requested. Here thenjoinedhimenvoysfrom Abisarus,
the king of the Indian hill-tribes, and the brother of
Abisarus and others with him, the most notable men,
others also from Doxareus the governor of the dis-
trict, bringing gifts. There also, at Taxila, Alexander
offered the customary sacrifices, and held an athletic
and cavalry contest. He appoimnted Philip son of
Machatas satrap of the Indians of this temitory, and
left behind a garrson, and any invahided soldiers he
had; then he marched on towards the river Hydaspes.
For he had learnt that Porus was on the far side of
the Hydaspes with all his army, determined to pre-
vent his crossing, or at least to attack him, should
he attempt it. On learning this, Alexander sent
Coenus son of Polemocrates back to the river Indus,
ordering him to take to pieces the boats that had
been got ready at the crossing of the Indus and bring
them to the Hydaspes. The boats were duly dis-
membered and transported ; the shorter ones in two
sections, but the thirty-oar ships cut mto three, and
the sections were brought in carts to the bank of the
Hydaspes. There the flotilla was put together again,
and again seen in full force, now on the Hydaspes.
Then Alexander, taking the force with which he
arrived at Taxila and also five thousand Indians, led
by Taxiles and the governors of the district, marched

to the Hydaspes.
IX. On the bank of the Hydaspes Alexander
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pitched his camp; and Porus was observed on the
opposite bank with all his forces and with his
squadron of elephants. Where Porus observed that
Alexander had encamped, he guarded the crossing
himself; but at the other parts of the river where a
crossing was possible he posted guards, appomnting
commanders to each guard, and determined to keep
the Macedonians from attempting to cross. Alex-
ander observing this thought well himself to move
his army about in different directions, so as to keep
Porus in uncertainty. He therefore broke up lis
army into several detachments, and some he led
hither and thither over the country, partly destroying
any enemy possessions, and partly reconnortring for
good places for crossing the river; other troops he
attached to different commanders, one after another,
and kept sending them also in different directions.
Supplies came into his camp from all directions of the
country this side of the Hydaspes, so that it was
evident to Porus that he had determined to keep to
the bank, until the water of the river falling during
the winter gave him a chance of crossing the river
at various points. His boats too saihng along m this
and that direction, the rafts made of skmns being
filled with the chaff,! and the bank filled with troops,
here cavalry and there infantry, gave Porus no chance
of rest, nor permitted him to choose one position
most suitable for guarding and concentrate upon
that. Then, besides, about that time all the rivers
of India were runmng with a big and turbulent
stream, and with a swift current ; for it was the season
when the sun is just making its bend towards the

1 See on these rafts below. The chaff evidently acted Like
kapok, giving buoyancy.
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summer turning;! and at this season heavy rains
come down into the land of India and the snows of
the Caucasus, whence spring most of the rivers, are
melting and greatly increase the volume of water;
but in winter the rivers stop again, become smaller
and clear i appearance, and fordable in places;
except the Indus and Ganges, and possibly another;
the Hydaspes at any rate becomes fordable.

X. For this summer season, then, Alexander
openly announced that he would wait, if he were
prevented from crossing at the time; but none the
less he stayed there watching, if by any chance he
might, without being seen, make a swift dash and
effect the crossing. Where Porus hmself had
encamped, on the bank of the Hydaspes, he recog-
nized that 1t was impossible to cross, both owing to
the number of the elephants, and because there was
a great army, and well ordered, and carefully armed,
ready to attack his troops as they landed. Then he
thought that the horses would not be willing even to
set foot on the other side, as the elephants would
immediately advance to attack them, and scare them
both by their appearance and their trumpeting;
nay, further, they would not even stay on the rafts
made of skins during the transit, but would at once
jump off into the water if they caught sight of the
elephants from afar, and become terrified. So he
determined to make a secret crossing in this way.
At night he took the greater part of his cavalry
this and that direction along the bank, and made
much noise and raised the Greek war-cry, and in all
other ways every sort of disturbance was made which

1 An awkward way of expressing the May solstice. Some
editors suspect and emend the text.
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was likely when an army was preparing to cross.
Porus then kept moving parallel with the noise,
bringing up his elephants, and Alexander led him
on to make a habit of this counter-movement. But
when this had gone on some time, and there was
nothing but shouting and rasing of the war-cry,
Porus no longer kept moving about towards the
cavalry dashes, but realizing that the alarm was false
remained in camp where he was; though he had set
scouts at various points of the bank. But Alexander,
when he had calmed Porus’ nervousness towards
these nightly attempts, contrived the following
device.

XI. From the bank of the Hydaspes projected a
headland, where the river made a considerable bend ;
it was thick with every sort of tree, and opposite it
was an island in the river, wooded and desolate,
untrodden as it was by foot of man. Observing this
island oppostte the headland, both bemng well wooded,
and swited to hide the attempt at crossing, Alexander
determined to take his army over at this point. The
headland and island were about a hundied and fifty
stades distant from the great camp. Alexander had
posted guards all along the bank, at distances from
which it was possible to see one another and to hear
easily from whatever point any order was passed on;
and from all sides cries at might were raised, over
several nights, and fires kept burning.

But when Alexander had determmed to attempt
the passage, preparations for crossing were made
openly in the camp ; and Craterus was left in charge
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of the camp, with his own cavalry regiment and the
cavalry of the Arachotians and of the Parapamisadae;
and of the Macedonian phalanx, the brigade of
Alcetas and Polysperchon, and the governors of
the Indians of these districts, and those with them,
the five thousand Indians. Craterus was ordered
not to attempt a crossing till Porus and his army had
left his camp to attack Alexander’s forces, or till he
had learnt that Porus was in flight, and the Greeks
conquerors; ‘‘ but should Porus take a part of lis
army and lead it against me *’ (Alexander continued)
“ and another part be left behind at his camp, and
any elephants, do you still stay where you are; if,
however, Porus leads all his elephants against me,
but some portion of the army is left behind at the
camp, then do you cross with all dispatch ; for it is
only the elephants which are dangerous to dis-
embarking horses; the rest of the force will not
trouble them.”

XII. Such were Craterus’ orders; but between
the island and the great camp, where Craterus had
been left, Meleager and Attalus and Gorgias were
posted with the mercenary cavalry and mfantry;
and they too had been ordered to make a crossing
in sections, dinding the force, so soon as they should
see the Indians already entangled in the battle.

Alexander himself selected the speaal squadron of
the Companions, and the cavalry regiment of
Hephaestion, and of Perdiccas and Demetrius, and
the cavalry from Bactria and Sogdiana and the
Seythian horsemen, with the Dahae, mounted archers,
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and, of the phalanx, the bodyguard, and the brigade
of Cleitus and Coenus, the archers and the Agrianes;
he led this force secretly, keeping some distance from
the bank, so that he might not be seen marching
towards the island and the 1ock, where he had deter-
mmed to cross. And there, during the mght, the
rafts made of hides, which had already some time
before been brought along, were filled with chaff,
and were carefully sewn together; and there fell a
very violent rain during the night. So Alexander’s
preparations and his attempt to make the crossing
were all the more concealed; the thunder-claps and
the rain counteracted the clatter of the arms and the
commotion arsing fiom the commands; and most
of the boats, which had been broken into sections,
had been transported to this place, and being put
together again out of sight were hidden m the wood;
the thirty-oar ships with the rest. But towards dawn
the wind and the rain had quieted down, and the
cavalry had embarked on the rafts, and all the
infantry which the boats could take, crossed by the
island; so that they might not be seen by the scouts
which Porus had posted, before they had passed the
island and were already near the bank.

XIII. Alexander then himself embarked on a
thirty-oared boat and began the passage, and with
him were Ptolemaeus and Perdiccas and Lysimachus,
the officers of his bodyguard, and Seleucus, one of the
Companions, who afterwards became king ; and half
of the bodyguard too. The rest of these weie taken
by other thnty-oar boats. And when the force
passed the sland, they were now in full sight, as they
approached the bank; and the scouts, observing their
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oncoming, with all the speed of their hoises rode
off to Porus. Meanwhile Alexander disembarked
first himself; and then took over those from the
other thirty-oar boats; and as the cavalry kept
disembarking, he marshalled them in order; for he
had instructed the cavalry to disembark first; and
then taking these with him he advanced in fighting
array. However, without being aware, he had dis-
embarked, from want of local knowledge, not on the
solid land, but on an island; a large one, it is true;
and this was chiefly why he did not discover it was
an island ; but yet it was paried from the other side
by the river with no very great stream. At the
same time the rain, which was violent, and kept on
all night, had swollen the river, so that the mounted
men did not find the ford, and there was some
apprehension that to complete the crossing he must
repeat all the former labour. But when at last the
ford was found, Alexander led on, though with
difficulty, across it. For the water, at its shallowest,
was over the breasts of the foot-soldiers, so deep that
the horses only kept their heads above the river.
But when this part also of the river was successfully
passed, he led round to his right wing the picked
squadron of the cavalry, selecting the best of the
other cavalry regiments; the mounted archers he
set in front of the whole line of cavalry; then next
to the cavalry he marshalled, of the infantry, the
royal guards, under Seleucus; then next to them the
royal regiment; and in touch with these the rest of
the foot-guards, according as each had precedence
for that day; on the wings of the phalanx on either
side he stationed the archers and the Agrianes and
the javelin-throwers.
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XIV. With his army therefore thus marshalled,
Alexander ordered the infantry forces to follow at a
foot pace and m marching formation; their number
being nearly six thousand. Then he himself, as he
seemed to be superior in the cavalry, took the cavalry
only and advanced at all speed; the cavalry number-
ing about five thousand. He directed, however,
Tauron the commander of the archers to lead them
also on with the cavahy, and also at full speed.
And he had determined that should Porus and his
detachment attack him with their full force, either
he would easily overcome them with his cavalry, by
charging them, or he would fight on the defensive
till lus infantry should get into action. If, however,
the Indians in face of the extraoidinary boldness of
the crossing should take to flight, he would be close
up to them during the flight; and the greater the
slaughter during the withdrawal the less trouble there
would be for him n the {uture.

Aristobulus, however, says that Porus’ son arrived
with sixty chariots before Alexander took across
from the small island ! the latter part of his troops;
and thathe could,indeed, have prevented Alexander’s
crossing, since he got over with much difficulty even
when no one opposed him, if only the Indians had
leapt from their chariots and attacked the foremost
of those coming to land. In point of fact, however,
he drove past with his chariots, and thus allowed
Alexander to cross without nsk; and Alexander
launched against this force his mounted archers,
and with no great difficulty turned them to flight,

1 On the size of theisland, see above, V. 13. 2. Ptolemaeus
and Aristobulus, Arrian’s authorities, seem to have differed.
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many being wounded. Others say that there was
actually a battle at the landing, of Porus’ son and
the force which came with him, against Alexander
and his cavalry. For Porus’ son actually did arrive
(they say) with a superior force, and Alexander
was wounded by him and his horse Bucephalas
killed ; his favourite horse, and wounded, moreover, by
Porus’son. But Ptolemaeus son of Lagus, with whom
I agree, gives a different account. For he too states
that Porus sent his son, but not with only sixty
chariots. For it is not likely that Porus, learning
from his scouts that either Alexander had himself
forded the Hydaspes or a part of his army, would
have sent out his own son with merely sixty chariots.
If these were sent merely for reconnaissance, they
were too many; they were not handy for a with-
drawal; if they were sent to keep an enemy, which
had not yet crossed, from doing so, and to fight with
such as had crossed, they were by no means equal
to the task. He relates, on the other hand, that
Porus’ son had two thousand cavalry with him, when
he reached the place, and a hundred and twenty
chariots; but that Alexander was too quick and had
by then passed even the last crossing from the island.

XV. It is Ptolemaeus also who narrates that
Alexander at first sent against Porus’ son and his
force the mounted archers; but that he himself led
on the cavalry, expecting that Porus was coming up
with all his army; and that this cavalry, marshalled
by him in the van, preceded the rest of the Greek
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troops. But on learning accurately the number of
the Indians from his scouts, he fell upon them sharply
with the cavalry he had with him; they gave way
when they perceived Alexander himself and the
serried mass of cavalry round him, attacking not on
a front but squadron by squadron. Of the Indians
there fell as many as four hundred horsemen, and
Porus’ son also fell; and the chariots, with their
teams, were captured in the retreat, driving heavily
and useless in the action 1itself because of the mud.
Porus, however, so soon as the cavalry which
escaped in the flight 1eported to him that Alexander
himself had crossed with his army in full force, and
that his son had fallen m the fight, was in two minds
from this additional reason, that those in the camp
opposite, who had been left behind with Craterus,
were now seen attempting the passage. He chose,
in any case, to advance towards Alexander himself
with all his force, and fight to a finish agamnst the
strongest part of the Maccdonians and their King
himself. Yet none the less he left behind a few of
the elephants and a small force by his camp, to scare
away the cavalry under Craterus from the bank.
Then taking all his cavalry, about four thousand
horse, and all the chariots, some three hundred, and
two hundred of the elephants, and the best of the
infantry, about thirty thousand, he advanced against
Alexander. And reaching a place which was not
muddy, but being sandy was all level and solid for
charges and manceuvres of cavalry, he drew up his
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army in this way. TFirst the elephants on the front,
distant each from each about a hundred feet, so that
they should form a line 1n front of the whole nfantry
line, and at all points ternfy the cavalry of Alexander.
For in any case he did not expect that any of the
enemy would dare to force a way through the gaps
between the elephants, certainly not on horseback,
since the horses would take fright, and still less
foot-soldiers, who would be kept back by the heavy
armed troops advancng in line and then would be
trampled down by the elephants turning upon them.
Behind these elephants were stationed the foot-
soldiers, not on the same front as the elephants, but
holding the second line after them, so that the columns
were fitted, more or less, into the intervals left by the
ammals. Porus had besides stationed on the wings
foot-soldiers, stretching even beyond the line of
elephants. Then on each flank of the infantry the
cavalry was posted, and in front of the cavalry the
chariols, on both sides.

XVI. This then was the disposition of Porus. But
Alexander, seeing the Indians already getting into
battle array, halted his cavalry from any further
advance, so as to await the infantry as they came up
behind. And when the phalanx, coming on at a
rapid pace, had joined the advance forces, Alexander
did not at once put them in battle order and lead
them forward, so as not to confront them while tired
and out of breath with the enemy who were fresh,
but moving his cavalry round rested his infantry
till they had recovered their fighting spirit. On
sighting the Indian disposition, however, he decided
not to advance by the centre, where the advance line
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of elephants had been thrown forward, and where
the phalanx, in close formation, was posted in the
mtervals between them, hesitating just for those
very reasons which Porus had foreseen when making
this disposilion; but since his own supeiiority lay
m cavalry, he took with him the majoiity of his
cavalry and rode up to the enemy’s left wing, intend-
ing to make his attack there. Coenus he sent to the
right, with the regiments of Demetrius and his own ;
he commanded him that so soon as the Indians
should perceve the solid body of cavalry and advance
their cavalry to meet it, he should keep behind
them. Seleucus and Antigenes and Tauron Alex-
ander commanded to lead the infantry phalant; but
they were not to take part in the action till they
observed the enemy’s main body of infantry and
their cavalry thrown into confusion by his own
cavalry force.

By now they were within range; and Alexander
launched his mounted archers—about a thousand
strong—at the Indians’ left wing, to throw into
confusion those of the enemy who were stationed
there both by the severity of the volleys of arrows
and the charge of the cavalry. Then he himself with
the Companions’ cavalry rode rapidly against the
enemy left, hastening to charge them, in their con-
fusion, while they were still in line formation, before
their cavalry could change into massed formation.

XVII. Meantime the Indians, concentrating all
their cavalry from every quarter, kept riding parallel
to Alexander, on the flank of their own line, to oppose
his charge; and Coenus and his troops, according to
orders, began to appear in their rear. Seeing this
the Indians were compelled to throw their cavalry
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into a double formation, one division, the more
numerous and strongest, facing Alexander, the other
wheeled round to meet Coenus and his force. This
of course at once upset both the formations and the
intentions of the Indians, and Alexander, perceiving
the opportunity, precisely during this about-turn of
the cavalry attacked the troops on his front, so
that the Indians did not even wait to recewe the
charge of Alexander’s cavalry, but fell hurriedly
back upon their elephants, as if to some friendly
sheltering wall. Meanwhile the drvers of the
elephants brought up their animals against Alex-
ander’s cavalry, and the Macedonian phalanx for its
part boldly advanced to meet the elephants, hurling
javelins at their dnvers, and, forming a ring round
the arumals, volleyed upon them from all sides. And
the action was now without parallel in any previous
battle; for the elephants, charging out into the line
of infantry, whichever way they turned, began to
devastate it, dense though the Macedonian phalanx
was; and the Indian cavalry, seeing the action had
settled down to an infantry battle, wheeled off again
and themselves charged the Macedonian cavalry.
But when a second time Alexander’s forces had the
mastery over them, much superior, as they were,
both in strength and experience, they fell back again
onthe elephants. Meanwhile all Alexander’s cavalry
having become concentrated into one body—not by
order, but forced into this concentration in the course
of the battle itself—wherever 1t fell upon the Indian
ranks, inflicted much slaughter before it withdrew.
And by this time the elephants were crowded into-a
narrow space, and their own side were as much.
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damaged by them as the enemy, trodden down in
thewr manceuvrings and their chargings. The Indian
cavalry, therefore, which was cramped round the
elephants in a narrow space, suffered much loss;
and the most part of the drivers of the elephants
had been shot down, and of the elephants, some had
been wounded, and others, from weariness and loss
of drivers, no longer kept apart in the mellay, but as
if maddened by the disaster they kept colhding with
friends and foes alike and in all sorts of ways kept
pushing, trampling, and destroying. The Macedon-
ians, however, having good room, and able to attack
the ammals according to their own discretion, gave
way wherever they charged, but followed close as
they withdrew, and kept shooting at them with
javelins. The Indians, on the other hand, were
retieating among the elephants and already were
receiving the greater part of their damage from
them. But when the elephants weaned and their
charges were nolonger vigorous, but, merely trumpet-
g, began to retreat gradually ke ships backmg,
Alexander himself threw his cavalry in a circle around
their whole division, and then gave signal for the
infantry, locking shields and concentrating into the
most compact mass possible, to move up in full
phalanx. So it was that the Indian cavalry, save
only a few, were all cut down in the action; but
their infantry also was being cut down on all sides,
as the Macedonians by this time were pressing
hard upon them. And now, where there was a gap
in Alexander’s cavalry, they all turned and fled.
XVIII. At the same time Craterus and the other
officers of the army who had been left behind on the
bank of the Hydaspes, seeing Alexander carrying off
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 18. 1—3

a conspicuous victory, themselves began to cross the

river; and these wrought equal slaughter in the

Indian retreat, commng mnto the pursuit fresh, in
lace of Alexander’s wearied troops.

Of the Indians there perished nearly twenty
thousand foot, and horsemen about three thousand;
all the chariots were destroyed; two sons of Porus
perished, and Spitaces, the governor of the Indians
of thus district, with the commanders of the elephants
and the chariots, and all the cavalry commanders and
other commanding officers of Porus’ army . . . and all
the surviving elephants were captured. But of
Alexander’s army, foot-soldiers of the number of
about eighty perished, out of a force which had been
six thousand strong 1n the first attack; as for the
cavalry, ten of the mounted archers, who were the
first to begin the action; and of the Companions’
cavalry about twenty, with two hundred of the rest
of the cavalry.

Porus had acquitted himself manfully in the course
of the engagement, not only as a commander-in-
chief, but also as a brave soldier; but when he saw
the slaughter of his cavalry, and of the elephants,
some fallen on the field, and some wandernng in
distress, having lost their riders, and when most of
his infantry had perished, he did not copy the example
of the great king Dareius, and set his own men an
example of flight, but so long as any part of the
Indian troops held their ground in the fight, so long
he battled on bravely, but when wounded in the
right shoulder—the only unprotected part of his
body as he moved about in the battle—for his corslet
guarded the rest of hus body from the missiles, being
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unusually strong and unusually well fitted, as those
who saw afterwards could observe—on receiving this
wound he wheeled his elephant and retreated.
Alexander having seen him play a great and gallant
part in the battle desired to save him. He sent
therefore to him first Taxiles the Indian; and Taxiles,
riding up as near as he thought safe to the elephant
on which Porus was riding, requested him to halt
his animal, since further flight was unavaling, and
to hear what Alexander’s message was; but Porus
seeing in Taxiles an old enemy turned his elephant
and rode up to pierce him with a javelin; and indeed
he might perchance have slain him, had not Taxiles,
just in time, wheeled his horse further away fiom
Porus. Alexander, however, did not even on this
show anger against Porus, but sent others, in relays,
and finally an Indian, Meroes, having learnt that
this Meroes had long been a friend of Porus. But
Porus, hearing Meroes’ message, and being also
much distressed by thwst, halted his elephant and
dismounted; and after drinking, and recovering his
strength, bade Meroes conduct him at once to
Alexander.

XIX. Porus was then conducted to Alexander,
who learning of his approach rode and met him in
advance of the line with a few of the Companions ;
then halting his horse, he admired the great size of
Porus, who was over five cubits in height, and his
handsomeness, and the appearance he gave of a spirit
not yet tamed, but of one brave man meeting another
brave man after an honourable struggle against
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 19. 1-3

another king for his kingdom. Then Alexander
first addressing him bade hun say what he desired
to be done with him. Porus 1s said to have replied:
“Treat me, Alexander,like a king.”” And Alexander,
pleased with the reply, answered: ““ It shall be as
you desire, Porus, for my part; do you for your part
ask what you desire.” He rephed that everything
was contamned in this one request. Alexander, then,
all the more pleased with this reply, gave back to
Porus his sovereignty over the Indians of his realm,
and added also other besides s former territory
even greater in extent; thus did he treat as a king
a brave man, and from then on found him in all
things faithful. This then was the issue of the batile
of Alexander against Porus and the Indians on the
far side of the Hydaspes; i the archonship at Athens
of Hegemon and in the month Munychion.

In the plains where the battle was fought, and
from which he set out to cross the Hydaspes,
Alexander founded aties. The first he called
Victoria,! from the victory over the Indians; the
other, Bucephala,? in memory of lis horse Bucephalas
which died there, not wounded by anyone, but
from exhaustion and age. For he was about thirty
years old, and was a victim to fatigue; but up to
then he had shared Alexander’s toils and dangers in
plenty, never mounted by any but Alexander himself,
since Bucephalas would brook no other rider; in
stature he was tall, and in spimt courageous. His
mark was an ox-head branded upon him, and hence
his name Bucephalas; others, however, say that he

1 Greek, Nicaea, now perhaps Mong,
* Now perhaps Jelalpur.
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ANABASIS OF ALEXANDER, V. 19. 5-20. 4

had a white mark on his head—the rest being black
—which was exactly like an ox-head. In the Uxian
territory Alexander once lost him, and issued a
proclamation throughout that territory that he would
massacre every Uxian unless they brought him back
his horse; immediately after the proclamation
Bucephalas was restored to him. Such was Alex-
ander’s devotion to him, and such was the terror
Alexander inspired in the natives. And now I
must cease my panegyric on Bucephalas, which I
make for Alexander’s sake.

XX. As soon as the due tributes of respect had
been paid to those who fell in the battle, Alexander
sacrificed to the gods the customary thanksgivings
of victory, and held a contest of athletics and cavalry
games on the bank of the Hydaspes where he first
crossed with his army. Craterus, with part of the
forces, he left behind to build and fortify the cities
he was founding here. Then he himself advanced
towards the Indians who bordered on Porus’ king-
dom. The name of the tribe was Glauganicae, as
Aristobulus says, but Ptolemy calls them Glausae;
I do not trouble myself which was the exact form of
the name. Alexander invaded their country, with
half of the Companions’ cavalry, and picked men of
the infantry from each phalanx, all the mounted
archers, the Agrianes, and the unmounted archers;
and the tribesmen all made their swrender to him.
So he captured thirty-seven cities; of these, the
least populated had above five thousand inhabitants ;
many of them had over ten thousand. He captured
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also a large number of villages, not less populous than
their cities. He gave the rule of this temtory to
Porus; Porus also he reconciled to Taxiles, and then
dismissed Taxiles back to his own tribes.

Meanwhile envoys came from Abisares, offering
to Alexander surrender of Abisares himself and the
country over which he ruled. And yet before the
battle with Porus, Abisares had the intention of
ranging himself on Porus’ side. Biut now he sent
his own brother with the other envoys to Alexander,
brmmging treasure, and forty elephants, as a gift to
Alexander. There came also to Alexander envoys
from the self-governing Indians, and from a governor
of certain Indians, also called Porus. Alexander on
this quickly sent a message to Abisares bidding him
come to him, threatening, if he should not come, that
Abisares should behold him come with his army,
and would have cause to rue the sight.

In the meantime Phrataphernes the satrap of
Parthyaea and Hyrcama came to Alexander, bring-
ing the Thracians left behind with him; there
came also messengers from Sisicottus satrap of the
Assacenians, to say that the Assacenians had assas-
sinated their governor and had broken away from
Alexander. Against these Alexander sent Philippus
and Tyriaspes with an army to subdue the territory
of the Assacenians and bring it into order.

Then he himself moved towards the river Acesines.
Of this river Acesines only, among the rivers of India,
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Ptolemaeus son of Lagus has described the size; its
stream, he says, at the point where Alexander crossed
it with his army, on the boats and hides, is very swift,
with great and sharp rocks; the water rushes down
over these, foaming and roaring; the breadth is
fifteen stades. For those who crossed on the hides,
he says, the crossing was easy ; but a good number of
those who made the transit in the boats were lost in
the stream, since several boats were dashed upon
the rocks and so were wrecked. From this account
one may conjecture that writers are not far from
the truth who have given the size of the river Indus
as forty stades in breadth at its mean width; but that
where it is narrowest, and for that reason deepest, 1t
shrinks to some fifteen stades; and that this is in
many places its breadth. Further, I gather that
Alexander chose the widest part of the river Acesines

to cross, that he might have the current slower.
XXI. When therefore he had crossed the river,
Alexander left Coenus with his brigade on the bank,
bidding him supervise the crossing of the remamder
of the army; for they were to convoy thither the
corn from the part of India already subject to him,
and all other necessaries. Porus he sent back to
his own kingdom, with orders that he should select
the most warlike of the Indians, and any elephants
he had with him, and bring these to join him. Then
Alexander purposed to pursue with the lightest of
b7
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his troops the other Porus, the bad one, because he
was reported to have left his own province and fled.
For this Porus, as long as Alexander’s relations had
remained unfriendly towards the first Porus, had sent
envoys to Alexander, offering surrender of himself
and his province, rather from hatred of the other
Porus than from any friendly feelings towards
Alexander; but learning that he had been released,
and was now ruler of a considerable new province,
besides his own, he became alarmed, not so much
about Alexander as about his namesake, and fled
from his country, taking with him so many of the
warlike tribesmen as he could persuade to share hus
flight.

In pursuit of him Alexander arrived at the river
Hydraotes, another Indian river, in breadth not less
than the Acesines, but inferior in swiftness of current.
In all the country which he had traversed, as far as
the Hydraotes, he left guards in the most convenient
spots, so that the troops with Craterus and Coenus
might with safety traverse the greater part of the
country in thewr search for prowvision. Here he
despatched Hephaestion, giving him part of the
army, two phalanxes of foot-soldiers, and of cavalry,
his own regiment, and that of Demetrius, and half
the archers, to the province of the rebellious Porus,
bidding him hand this province to the other Porus,
together with any other independent Indian tribes
dwelling along the banks of the Hydaspes; these too
he was to take over, and give them to Porus to
govern. Then he himself crossed the Hydraotes,
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not with the difficulties which the Acesines had
caused. Then as he continued on the farther bank
of the Hydraotes most of the tribesmen came and
surrendered voluntarily, some in fact who had actually
come to meet him under arms. Others again he
captured when attempting flight, and subdued them
by force.

XXII. Meanwhile it was reported to Alexander
that some of the self-governing Indians, in par-
ticular the people called Cathaeans, were getting
themselves ready for battle, in case Alexander
should approach their country, and were urging to
the same enterprise all other self-governing tribes
on their borders. Their city, it was said, was a
very strong one, and there they proposed to make
their stand. Its name was Sangala,! and the Cath-
aeans themselves were considered very brave and
very powerful in war; in the same mood with them
were the Oxydracae, another Indian tribe, and
Mallians, another; not long before, in fact, Porus
and Abisares had marched against them with their
force and had also stirred up many other self-
governing Indian tribes against them; but they
had achieved nothing commensurate with so great
a host, and so had retreated.

When this was reported to Alexander he marched
at full speed against the Cathaeans. In two days
after leaving the river Hydraotes he came to a city
named Pimprama; this tribe of Indians is called
the Adraistae. They surrendered by agreement to
Alexander. The next day Alexander rested his

1 Some authorities identify Sangala with Lahore. Cathaea

was, according to Strabo (xv. 1), the kingdom of Sopeithes
(Book VI, c. 2, below).
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troops, and on the third marched towards Sangala,
where the Cathaeans and thew neighbouwrs who had
joined them were arrayed in front of the city on a
hill not equally steep on all sides; round about the
hill they had arranged their waggons and were
camping within them; thus the waggons formed a
triple line of defence.

But Alexander, peiceiving the large number of
the tmbesmen and the nature of the place, made his
counter dispositions as seemed best for the exigencies
of the moment; the mounted archers without delay
he despatched against ithem, with orders to keep
nding along the front and shoot at long range, so
that the Indians should not make any sally before
he had marshalled his forces and that they might
already be wounded even within ther stronghold,
before the battle began. He himself on the rght
wing posted the special squadron of cavalry and
Cleitas’ Horse, next to them, his bodyguard, and
then the Agrianes; Perdiccas was posted on his left
with his own Horse and the brigades of the Com-
panions’ infantry. On either wing he had stationed
the archers, equally divided.

Now while Alexander was thus arranging his
troops there came up the infantry and cavalry of
the rearguard. Of these, he divided up the cavalry
and sent them off to either wing; and by means
of the infantry who thus joined him he increased
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the solidity of his phalanx. Then himself taking ~
the cavalry posted on the right, he led them agamst
the waggons on the Indians’ left. For the ground
on this side seemed easier, and the waggons were
not packed so closely.

XXIII. Since, however, the Indians did not sally
out from the line of waggons upon the cavalry as 1t
rode up, but mounted on them instead and shot
volleys of arrows from them, Alexander, recognizing
that the action was not work for cavalry, leapt down
from his horse and on foot led to the attack the
phalanx of foot-soldiexrs. From the first hine of
waggons the Macedonians easily forced the Indians;
but before the second lne the Indians drew them-
selves up in order and with less difficulty defended
themselves, since they were in denser formation in
a smaller circle, and the Macedonians could not
approach them, as before, through an open space,
while they were removing the first row of waggons
and then charging in without order through the
spaces between, just as each man made lus way.
Yet even from this second line the Indians were
forced back by the phalanx. And now they no
longer attempted to make a stand at the third line
of waggons, but with all speed retreated and shut
themselves into the city. For this day, then,
Alexander camped with his infantry round the city,
so far at least as the phalanx could swround; for
since the wall stretched a considerable distance he
could not entirely surround it with his troops while
encamped, but in the intervals, where there was a
lake also, not far from the wall, he posted his cavalry
surrounding the lake, as he noticed that the lake
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was shallow and also conjectured that the Indians,
terrified from the previous defeat, would descrt the
aty at night. It fell out exactly as he conjectured ;
about the second watch, sure enough, the greater
part of them shpped out from the wall and fell in
with the cavalry outposts; the first-comers were
cut down by the cavalry; the next, perceiving that
the lake was guarded all round, retired again into
the city.

Alexander, however, threw a double stockade all
round, where the lake did not guard the city, and
posted his outposts round about the lake more care-
fully. Then he himself proposed to bring up engines
agamst the wall, to batter it. But some of the
inhabitants of the city deserted to him; and these
told him that the Indians proposed to slip out of the
city that night, by the lake, just where there was
the gap in the stockade. Then he posted there
Ptolemaeus son of Lagus, giving him three regi-
ments of the bodyguards, all the Agrianes, and one
brigade of archers, and pointing out the place where
he most conjecturcd that the tribesmen would try
to force their way; * so soon,” he said, “‘as you
perceive them to be trymng to force a way through
here, you yourself will, with your army, prevent
their going farther; and will at once bid the bugler
to sound an alarm; and you, officers, on this signal,
will each with his appomted forces make for the
disturbance wherever the bugle calls you. Nor
shall I myself be a laggard in this action.”

XXIV. Such were Alexander’s orders; and Ptole-
maeus, gathering together as many as possible of
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the waggons left behind in the first flight, set them
crosswise, that the fugitives at mght might find a
good many obstacles; moreover, he ordered any
part of the stockade which had been cut but not yet
fixed down to be joined up at different pomts between
the lake and the wall. This his men completed by
night. It was now about the fourth watch, and the
tribesmen, as Alexander had been informed, opened
the gates leading to the lake and ran towards it.
Yet they did not escape the guards on this side, nor
yet Ptolemaeus, who was posted in charge of them;
but at once his buglers sounded the alarm, and he
with hus forces fully armed and in good order moved
against the tribesmen. These found their way
barred by the waggons, and the stockade thrown in
the intervening space. And when the bugle sounded
and Ptolemaeus and his troops pressed hard upon
them, cutting them down as fast as they tried to slip
out between the waggons, they turned and fled back
to the city. Some five hundred perished in this
withdrawal.

Meanwhile Porus arrived, bringing with him the
rest of the elephants and some five thousand Indians,
and Alexander already had his siege engines put
together, and they were now being brought up to
the wall. But the Macedonians, before any part
of the wall was battered, began to undermine it,
for it was of brick, and then setting up their ladders
all round, captured the city by assault. And in
the capture of the city there perished some seven-
teen thousand of the Indians, and over seventy
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thousand were captured, with three hundred wag-
gons, and five hundred horsemen. Of Alexander’s
force were lost rather under a hundred in the entire
siege; the wounded were out of proportion to the
slain, over twelve hundied; among them several of
the officers and Lysimachus the officer of the body-
guard.

Alexander, when he had buried the dead, after
his custom, sent Eumenes! the clerk to the two
cities which had rebelled at the same time as San-
gala, giving him three hundred cavalry, to announce
to the defenders of the aties the capture of Sangala,
and to proclaim that Alexander would not treat them
harshly if they stayed where they were and received
Alexander in a friendly way, just as he had shown
no harshness to any other of the self-governing Indians
who had voluntarily surrendered. But they (for
they had already heard that Alexander had captured
Sangala by assault) were ternfied, left their cities,
and took to flight. Alexander pursued them hotly,
as soon as thewr fhght was reported to him, but most
of them had got safe away, for the pursuit began
after some interval had passed. Any that had been
left behind through infirmity durmng the withdrawal
were captured there and put to death by the army,
up to the number of five hundred. But deading
not to pursue the fugitives further, Alexander re-
turned to Sangala, razed the city to the ground, and
gave over the territory to those Indians who had
formerly been self-governing but recently had sur-

1 Eumenes of Cardia was clerk or secretary to Alexander,
as he had been to Philip. Plutarch and Nepos wrote his Lafe.
He was not popular with the Macedonian leaders, and was
slain by Antigonus, after a striking career both as soldier and
diplomat. 8
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rendered voluntarily. Porus with his force he sent
back to the cities which had surrendered, to set
garrisons in them; and he with his army advanced
to the Hyphasis, to subdue the Indians of that district
also. For he felt there could be no end of the war
as long as any hostility remained.

XXV. On the other side of the Hyphasis, so it
was reported to Alexander, the country was fertile,
the men good labourers of the soil and valiant
warriors, who managed their own affairs in an
orderly manner; most of them were under aristo-
cracies, yet these made no demands other than
reasonable. These people also had a number of
elephants, a good many more than the other Indians,
and these were, moreover, very large and courageous.
This report only stured Alexander to a desire for
still further advance; but the Macedonians’ spirits
were already flagging, seeing the King undertaking
toils after toils and dangers after dangers; meetings
took place in the camp of men who grumbled at
their present fate—those of the better kind—and
of others who maintained stoutly that they would
follow no farther, not even though Alexander should
lead them. When Alexander heard of this, before
this disturbance in the troops and their despair grew
worse, he summoned the brigadiers and addressed
them thus:

“I observe that you, Macedonians and allied
forces, are not following me into dangers any longer
with your old spirit. I have summoned you together,
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either to persuade you and go forward, or to be
persuaded by you and turn back. If indeed there
is any fault to find with the labours you have hitherto
endured, and with me who have led you through
them, there is no object in my speaking further.
If, however, by these your labours Ioma is now in
our hands, the Hellespont, both Phrygias, Cappa-
docia, Paphlagonia, Lydia, Caria, Lycia, Pamphyha,
Phoenicia, Egypt, with the Gieek part of Libya,
part of Arabia, Lowland Syria, Mesopotamia, Baby-
lonia, Susia, Persia, Media, with all the nations
subject to Persia and Media, and those that were
not; if the regions beyond the Caspian gates, the
parts beyond the Caucasus, and on the other side
of the Tanais, Bactria, Hyrcania, the Hyrcaman
Sea; if we have dmven the Scythians into the
desert; if, besides all this, the river Indus runs
through territory now our own, the Hydaspes like-
wise, the Acesines, and the Hydraotes, why do you
hesitate to add to this your Macedonian empire
the tribes beyond the Hyphasis? Do you fear lest
tribesmen yet remaining may withstand your
approach? Why, some of them surrender readly,
some run away, and are captured, some desert thew
country and leave it open for you, which we have
handed over to our alles and those who have
voluntarily come over to us.

XXVI. “I set no hmit of labours Lo a man of
spirit, save only the labours themselves, such as
lead on to noble emprises. Yet should any desire
to know what will be the limit of this our actual
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warfare, I may tell him that there remains no great
stretch of land before us up to the river Ganges and
the eastern sea. This sea, I assure you, you will
find that the Hyrcaman Sea joins; for the great sea
of ocean circles round the entire earth. Yes, and I
shall moreover malke clear to Macedonians and allies
alike that the Indian gulf forms but one stretch of
water with the Persian gulf, and the Hyrcanian Sea
with the Indian gulf. And from the Persian gulf
our fleet shall sail round to Libya,® right up to the
Pillars of Heracles; and from the Pillars all Libya
that lies within? is becoming ours; and all Asa
likewise, and the boundaries of the empire in Asia,
those boundaries which God set for the whole earth.
But if you flinch now, there will be many warlike
races left behind on the far side of the Hyphasis
up to the Eastern Sea, and many too stretching
from these to the Hyrcanian Sea towards the north
wind, and not far from these, again, the Scythian
tribes, so that there is reason to fear that if we turn
back now, such territory as we now hold, being yet
unconsolidated, may be stirred to revolt by such as
we do not yet hold. Then in very truth there will
be no profit from our many labours; or we shall
need once more, from the very beginning, more
dangers and more labours. But, do you abide con-~
stant, Macedonians and allies. It is those who
endure toil and who dare dangers that achieve
glorious deeds; and it is a lovely thing to live with
courage, and to die, leaving behind an everlasting

1 Africa is regarded as part of Asia. On these seas, and the
ideas held by early geographers, see Cary and Warmington,
Ancient Explorers, Methuen.,

2 §.e. all known Africa, lying between Gibraltar and Egypt.
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renown. Or do you not know that our forefather 1
would never have risen to such heights of glory by
remaming in Tiryns or in Argos, nay, not even in
the Peloponnese or Thebes. as to become, and to
be held to be, a god, who was aforetime a man?
Nay, even Dionysus, a god of higher rank than
Heracles, braved labours not a few; but we have
actually passed beyond Nysa, and the rock Aornos,
which Heracles could not take, we have taken.
Add now to the possessions you have already won
what yet remains of Asia; to the many, add the
few. For mdeed what great or noble thing could
we ourselves have achicved, had we sat still in
Macedoma and thought 1t as enough to guard our
own home without labour. merely reducing the
Thracians on our borders, or Illyrians, or Triballians,
or even such Greeks as mught not be useful to us?
“If then while you were bearing labours and
braving dangers I had led you, myself, your leader,
without labours and without dangers, you would not
unnaturally have become weary in your hearts;
when you alone had all the labours, and were pro-
curing the prizes thereof for others; but it is not
so; our labours are shared in common; we bear
an equal part in dangers; the prizes are open to
all. For the land is yours; it is you who are its
viceroys; the greater part of the treasure comes to
you, and when we master all Asia, then—by Heaven!
—1I will not merely satisfy you, but will surpass the
utmost hope of good things for each of you, I will
send home all who desire to go home or will myself

1 Heracles.
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lead them back; those who stay, I shall make to be
envied by those who go back.”

XXVII. To this effect, and in this manner, spoke
Alexander; and for a long time there was silence ;
no one dared to oppose the King on the spur of the
moment, nor was yet wiling to agree. But in ths
interval Alexander often invited any to speak who
wished to speak, if he really held opposite views to
those he had expressed; yet even so silence reigned
long, and only after some time Coenus, Polemo-
crates’ son, plucked up his courage and spoke thus :

“ Seeing that you, sir, do not yourself desire to
command the Macedonians tyrannically, but ex-
pressly state that you will lead them on only by
gaining their approval, and failing this you will not
compel them, I shall not speak these words on
behalf of us here present, who, being held in honour
beyond the rest, have, most of us, already received
the prizes of our labours, and in virtue of our authority,
because we have power, are in all things heartily
ready beyond others to forward your interests;
rather I shall speak for most of the army. And
even on their behalf I shall not say merely what is
pleasing to them, but what I consider useful to your-
self for the moment and safest for the future. In
virtue of my age 1t is proper that I should not con-
ceal such views as appear best, and also in virtue
of my repute among my comrades, which comes
from you, and of my undisputed courage in all
labours and dangers hitherto. For just because
very many and very great achievements have been
wrought by yourself our leader, and by those who
set out from home with you, just for that reason I
judge it the more expedient to set some limit to
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these labours and these dangers. For you yourself
see what a large body of Macedonians and Greeks
we are who set forth with you, and how many we
are who are now left ; the Thessalians you sent home
straight from Bactua, perceiving that they had little
heart for labours ; and you did well. But of the rest
of the Greeks, some have been settled in the cities
which you have founded ; and they do not all remain
there willingly; others, sharing with you labours
and dangers, both they and the Macedonian forces,
have lost part of their number in battle; and part
have become invalided from wounds, and have been
left behind, some here, some there, in Asia; but most
of them have died of sickness, and of all that host
only a few are left, and even they no longer with
their old bodily strength, and with their spirit even
more wearied. These, one and all, have longing
for parents, if they yet survive, longing for wives
and children, longing even for ther homeland,
which they may pardonably long to revisit, with the
treasure received from you, returning as great men,
instead of httle, and rich men instead of poor. But
do not be a leader of unwilling troops. You will not
find them lke-minded towards dangers, when in
their efforts no spirit of willingness will remamn;
rather do you yourself, if so it seems good, return
to your own home, and revisit your own mother,
and ordain the affairs of the Greeks, and bring back
the guerdon of these many great victories to your
ancestral house, and then, if so you deswe, fit out
another expedition, to attack these same Indian
tribes that dwell towards the east; or if you prefer,
to the Euxine sea; or else to Carchedon and the
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parts of Libya beyond Carchedon. It is for you to
take the lead in all this. There will follow you
other Macedonians, other Greeks, young in place of
old, fresh in place of wearied; men to whom warfare
will have no terrors for the moment, for want of
experience of war, and will inspire their eagerness
from their hopes of the future, men who therefore
will follow you with even greater heartiness, seeing
those who have borne labours and dared dangers
before them returned safely to their own homes;
rich, who once were poor, and famous, who once
were nameless. A mnoble thing, O Kmg, above all
others, 15 the spirit of self-restramnt when all goes
well with us. For you indeed, as our leader, and as
commander of such an army, there is no fear from
any enemies; but to all men the stroke of fortune
comes unlooked for, and thence unguarded.”
XXVIII. At the close of Coenus’ speech there
was some applause among the bystanders, many
even shed tears, a proof, if it were needed, of the
reluctance of their feelings towards further progress,
and of the joy with which they would hail a retieat.
But Alexander, irritated at Coenus’ fieedom of
language and at the want of courage of the other
officers, dismissed the conference; and callng for
next day the same officers once more he angrily
affirmed that he limself was gong on, but that he
would compel no Macedonian, against his will, to
go with him; for he would have, he said, others
who would, of free will, follow therr King. As for
those who wished to return home, they might do
so0, and might tell abroad to their friends that they
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had come back, leaving their King surrounded by
foes. With this he went back to his tent, and did
not adnut even any of the Compamons during that
day and till the third day after, waiting to see if the
Macedomans and allies might change their minds,
as often happens in a crowd of soldiers, and such
change coming over them might render them more
amenable. But when there continued deadsilence
through the camp, and it was clear that the men
were annoyed at his temper, but in no mood to
change their minds because of it, then, Ptolemaeus
son of Lagus tells us, he none the less offered sacri-
fices with a view to crossing the river. But as he
sacrificed, the victims proved unfavourable. Then
he called together the eldest of the Companions and
chiefly his particular friends, and since everything
now was pomnting to a withdrawal, he proclaimed
openly to the army that he had decided to turn
back.

XXIX. At this they all cried aloud as a mixed
multitude would shout in joy, and most of them
began to weep; others drew near the royal tent and
invoked blessings on Alexander, since he had allowed
himself to be defeated by them, and none others.
Then he divided the army into twelve parts and
ordered an altar to be set up for each part, in height
like to the greatest towers, and in breadth greater
even than towers would be, as thank-offerings to
the gods who had brought him so far victorious, and
as memorials of his labours. And when the altars
were made ready, he sacrificed upon them, accord-
ing to custom, and held a contest of athletics and
cavalry exercises. All the territory as far as the
Hyphasis he gave also to Porus to rule over, and
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then he himself began to return towards the Hydra-
otes. Crossing this, he came again to the Acesines,
and there he found the city already built which
Hephaestion had been appomted by him to fortify ;
mto this he settled any of the neighbourmg tribes-
men who volunteered, and such of the mercenanes
as were no longer fit for service, and himself made
preparations for the voyage down to the Great Sea.

Meantime there came to him Arsaces the govermor
of the termtory next to Abisares, with Abisares’
brother, and his other relatives, brnnging gifts,
such as the Indians account of chief value, and the
elephants from Abisares, up to the number of
thirty; for Abisares hmself had been unable,
through 1llness, to attend. There came also with
these the envoys sent by Alexander to Ahsares.
Thus, being easily assured that the facts were as
stated, he gave to Abisares the governorship of his
own province, and attached Arsaces to the admini-
stration of Abisares; and having arranged for the
tributes they should bring he sacnficed also at the
river Acesines. Then crossing the Acesines he came
to the Hydaspes, where he restored, by help of his
troops, the parts of the cities of Nicaea and Buce-
phala which had been damaged by rains, and also
put all else in order in the province,
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TIporepov pév e év 76 "Ivdp moTaud xpoxodeilovs
[0y, ubve TAY EM\wv moTaudy mAny Neilov,
mwpos 8¢ Tals 8yfais Tod 'Axecivov kvdpovs
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&bofev éfecupnrévar Tod Nelhov Tas dpyds, ds Tov
Neihov évlévde mobev &€ "1vddv avioyovra kai &’
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1 Literally, of one-and-a-half banks of oars. Presumably
a ship might be double-banked amidships and single-banked
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I. Since Alexander had all ready for him on the
banks of the Hydaspes a good many thirty-oars and
smaller galleys! and several transports for horses
and other vessels useful for the conveyance of an
army by river, he determined to sal down the
Hydaspes to the Great Sea. He had already seen
crocodiles in the Indus, and in no other river except
the Nile;2 and besides this had observed on the
banks of the Acesmes beans growing,® of the same
sort as the land of Egypt produces; and having
heard that the Acesmes runs into the Indus, he
fancied that he had found the origin of the Nile.
His idea was that the Nile rose somewhere there-
abouts in India, flowed through a great expanse of
desert, and there lost its name of Indus; and then,
where it began to flow through avilized country,
was now called Nile by the Ethiopians in those parts
and the Egyptians, as Homer, in his epic, called it
Egyptus after Egypt ; and so finally ran out into the
Inland Sea. Nay, when writing to Olympias about
the country of India, Alexander among other things
stated that he thought he had discovered the springs
of the Nile; drawing a conclusion about matters of

fore and aft. But it seems ikely that these deseriptive names
are not to be taken literally, but had come, by custom, to
designate the size of the ships, without implying the actual
number of tiers of rowers.

2 There are crocodales also in the Ganges.

3 Said to be Nelumbium specrosum, the Indian lotus,
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so much importance from very slender indications.
But when he had more accurately investigated the
geography of the river Indus, he learnt from the
mnhabitants that the Hydaspes joins its stream to
the Acesines, and the Acesines to the Indus, and
both there resign thewr names; but that the Indus
then flows out into the Great Ocean, by two mouths ;
and that the Indus has nothing whatever to do with
Egypt. On this he cancelled the part of the letter
to his mother which dealt with the Nile. Then, with
the idea of sailing down the rivers to the ocean, he
caused the boats to be made ready for him for this
purpose. The crews of his boats were made up from
the Phoenicians, Cyprians, Carians and Egyptians
who had accompanied the expedition.

II. At this time Coenus, one of the most trusty
of the Companions of Alexander, died of illness.
So far as could be done, Alexander gave him a
magnificent funeral. Then, calling together the
Companions and such Indian envoys as had come
to visit him, he proclaimed Porus King of so much
of India as he had captured up to that time, that
is, of seven nations in all, and of cities in these
nations more than two thousand in number. The
army he then divided as follows; he embarked on
the ships with him all the bodyguard, the archers,
the Agrianes, and the special squadron of cavalry.
Craterus led along the right bank of the Hydaspes
a division of the infantry and the cavalry. Along
the other bank Hephaestion advanced, leading the
greatest and strongest part of the army and the
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elephants, of which there were now some two
hundred; this force was under orders to make at
full speed for the palace of Sopeithes. Philip the
satrap of the country west of the Indus, towards
Bactria, had orders also to wait three days and then
follow with his forces. The cavalry of Nysa he sent
back there. Nearchus he appointed admiral of all
the fleet, and the pilot of his own vessel was Onesi-
critus, who in the history he wrote of Alexander
told this falsehood among others, that he was admiral,
though a mere pilot. The entwe number of ships,
according to Ptolemaeus son of Lagus, whom I
chiefly follow, was eighty ships of thuty oars, and
the entire number of boats with the transports, the
hght galleys, and any other river craft that had
erther been long plying on the rivers or that had
been then constructed, came to nearly two thousand.

IIT. Then, when everything had been got ready,
at dawn the army began its embarkation, and
Alexander sacrificed to the gods according to his
custom, and to the river Hydaspes according to the
instructions of the seers. Then himself embarking
he poured a libation mto the river out of a golden
bowl from the bows, calling upon the Acesmes
together with the Hydaspes, since he had learned
that 1t is the greatest of all the tributaries of the
Hydaspes, and also that the meeting of the waters
was not far away; and he also called upon the
Indus, into which, with the Hydaspes, the Acesines
runs. And then when he had likewise poured a
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libation to Heracles his ancestor and to Ammon
and to the other gods to whom he usually made
offering, he bade the bugle sound for departure.
On the sound of the bugle they started in due order.
For instructions had been given as to the exact
distances apart for the baggage vessels, for the horse
transports, and for the warships, so that they should
not, by sailing irregularly, collide one with the other.
Even those which sailed most swiftly were not per-
mitted to break ranks. It was very remarkable to
hear the sound of the rowing, when so large a fleet
all began rowing at one and the same moment, and
the calls of the boatswains giving the beginning and
the pauses of each stroke, and the noise of the
rowers, when all together they fell upon the swirlng
water and raised their rowers’ chanties; the banks
too, being often higher than the ships, enclosed the
sound into a narrow funnel, and making it by this
compression even more resonant, reverberated it
from side to side. Glens also here and there on
either side of the nver by their emptiness and their
re-echoings all helped the swelling of the sound.
The horses, too, visible in the horse-transports—and
no horses had hitherto been seen on shipboard n
India (for the Indians had no recollection that the
expedition of Dionysus also to India was by ship)—
caused the utmost astomshment to the tribesmen
who beheld them ; so that those who were present
at the departure of the fleet followed with it a long
distance, and those Indians from among those who
had submitted to Alexander, to whom the clamour
of the oarsmen and the beat of the oars reached,
came also running down to the bank and followed
singing their own wild songs. For the Indians are
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of all people most musical, and from the days of
Dionysus down and of those who revelled with him
in India are great lovers of the dance.

IV. Sailing thus, on the third day Alexander put
in where orders had been given to Hephaestion and
Craterus to camp at the same place but on opposite
banks. There he stayed two days, and when Philip-
pus jomned him with the rest of the army, he sent
him to the river Acesines with such troops as he had
brought, bidding him march along the bank of the
Acesines. The troops with Craterus and Hephaes-
tion also he sent on again, gwving them instructions
as to their route. But he himself sailed on down
the river Hydaspes, which never had a less breadth,
during the descent, than twenty stades. Then
putting in, wherever it was convenient, to the banks,
he received in voluntary submission many of the
Indians who lived near the Hydaspes; some, who
had resisted, he had already subdued. But he sailed
at full speed towards the district of the Mallians and
the Oxydracae, learming that they were the most
numerous and the most warlke of the Indians in
these parts, and also because it was reported to him
that they had removed their wives and children to
the strongest of their cities, and were themselves
determined to do battle with him; and for this
reason he urged on his voyage with the greater
speed, so that he might come upon them not feady
for war, but still short of their preparations and in
a state of confusion. And so he started again
thence, and on the fifth day came to the meeting of
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the Hydaspes and the Acesines. Where these iivers
meet, from the two streams one very narrow stream
results; its current is very rapid because of this
narrowing, and from the swirling of the stream there
are formed dreadful whirlpools; the water boils
and dashes noisily, so that from far off one can hear
the tumult of the waves. All this had been told to
Alexander beforehand by the inhabitants, and by him
to his army; but yet when the army approached
the meeting waters the noise of the rapids was so
loud that the sailors stopped thewr rowing, not by
order, but because the boatswains were struck dumb
with amazement, and the sailors themselves were
out of their wits from the tumult.

V. When, however, they drew near the meeting
of the waters, then the steersmen bade them row
as strenuously as possible and drive their vessels
through the narrows, so that the ships might not be
caught in the whirlpools and be capsized by them,
but rather that they should by their rowing over-
come the turmoil of the water. The rounder types
of boats, which were twisted about by the stream,
suffered nothing serious in this disturbance, except
that they caused much anxiety to the crews; they
kept a straight course, being in fact held to their
direction by the current itself. The long ships,
however, did not come off so scathless in the turmoil;
they did not ride so easily over the roarng waters;
and those that had two tiers of oars hardly kept
their lower tier clear of the stream. Moreover, their
oars, when the boats were brought broadside on in
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the swirling waters, were broken—of such, at any
rate, as were actually caught by the rapids and did
not contrive to skim swiftly over them, so that many
ships were in distress, and two collided with one
another, and were themselves wrecked and many
from their crews lost. When, however, the river
broadened out, at last the stream no longer ran so
roughly ; and the eddies did not twist the ships about
with so much violence. Alexander then bringing
his army to land on the right bank—where there
was shelter from the current and a landmg place for
the ships, and where a headland ran out into the
river conveniently for the gathering in of the wrecked
ships, and any of the crew still left alive on them—
contrived to save these, and repared the damaged
ships ; after this he bade Nearchus sail down till he
reached the boundaries of the Mallian people; he
himself made a hasty raid through the country of
the tribesmen who had not submitted to him, and
so prevented them from bringing help to the Malhans,
On this he again joined the flotilla.

Here Hephaestion and Craterus and Philip with
their troops joined him agamn. Alexander then
took the elephants, and Polysperchon’s brigade, and
the mounted archers, and Philip with his force,
across the river Hydaspes, and ordered Craterus to
take command of them; Nearchus he sent with the
fleet, ordering him to be three days in advance of
the army in the descent of the river. The remain-
ing forces he divided into three parts; Hephaestion
he ordered to go on five days mn advance, so that if
any who had escaped from his own force were
advancing rapidly into the country farther on, they
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should fall in with Hephaestion’s troops and be
captured; but Ptolemaeus son of Lagus, to whom
he handed over a part of the army, he bade follow
him at the interval of three days, so that any who
turned back agam, fleeing from himself, might like-
wise fall in with Ptolemaeus and his troops. And
as soon as they should arnve at the junction of the
Acesines and Hydraotes, there he bade those who
went in advance to wait till he himself should arrive
and till the forces of Craterus and Ptolemaeus should
join up with him.

VI. Then he himself took with him the body-
guards, the archers, the Agrianes, and Peitho’s
brigade of the so-called Infantry Companions, with
all the mounted archers, and half the Companions’
cavalry; and led them through a waterless country
towards the Malhans, an Indian tribe, part of the
self-governing Indians. On the first day he camped
by a small pond, about a hundred stades from the
river Acesines; and when he had dined, and had
rested his army a short time, he passed the word
along that every vessel anyone had was to be filled
with water. Then marching about four hundred
stades, during the remainder of that day and through
the night, at daybreak he arrived at a ity into which
many of the Mallians had fled for refuge; but they,
never dreaming that Alexander would march against
them through this waterless region, were for the
most part outside the city and unarmed ; Alexander
clearly had marched by this route, simply because
1t was especially difficult for him to march by it, and
for that very reason none of his enemies could believe
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it possible that he would come that way. So then
falling upon them all unexpecting he slew the greater
part of them, who did not even resist, being as they
were unarmed. The rest had fled into the city;
and Alexander stationed, therefore, his cavalry
round 1n a cordon ; using the cavalry thus nstead of
a fence, since his infantry force had not yet come
up with him. But as soon as ever the infantry dd
come up, he sent Perdiccas with s own cavaly
regiment and that of Cleitus, with the Agrianes,
against another city of the Mallians, whither many
of the Indians of this district had fled for refuge,
bidding him watch those in the city, but not to begin
action till he humself should arrive; so as to prevent
any fugitives from this city telling the other tribes-
men that Alexander was already well on the way.
Then he himself attacked the city wall; but the
tribesmen deserted the wall, having no hope of
defending it further; a good many of them perished
in the assault, others were no longer fit for service
from wounds; and taking refuge in the citadel, for
some time they contmued to defend themselves from
this, which was a commanding position, and, besides,
difficult to assault. But as the Macedomans pressed
on stoutly from all sides, and as Alexander himself
was here, there and everywhere in the action, the
citadel was taken by assault, and all who had taken
refuge there were put to the sword, to the number
of about two thousand.

Perdiccas meanwhile arrived at the city to which
he had been sent, and found it desolate ; but learn-
ing that the inhabitants had not long fled, he rode
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at full speed m the track of the fugitives; and the
hght-armed mfantry followed with the best speed
they could on foot. He caught up with and massacred
so many of the fugitives as had not managed to
escape into the marshes,

VII. Alexander, after seeing that his troops had
dined and rested, began his advance again about
the first watch. He marched a considerable distance
during the night and at daybreak arrived at the
rniver Hydraotes. There he learned that most of
the Mallians had already crossed; he fell in with
others who were actually crossing, and slew many
of them during the crossing. He crossed hmself,
there and then, with them by the same cossmng,
and still pursuing pressed hard upon those who had
got away ahead of him. Many of these too he slew;
some he captured ahve; but the greater number
got safe away to a strong fortified position. But
Alexander, as soon as his infantry came up with
him, sent agaimnst these Peitho with his own brigade
and two reguments of cavalry. They attacked, and
on the first assault captured the stronghold, and
enslaved all those who had taken refuge there,
except such as had fallen in the assault. Then
Peitho and his detachment, having finished all this,
returned back agamn to the camp.

But Alexander himself was now advancing to a
city of the Brachmans, learning that some of the
Mallians had taken refuge there. And when he
arrived there, he led up to the wall his phalanx in
close formation on all sides. The inhabitants, seeing
their walls undermined, and bemg dislodged by the
missiles, deserted their walls, as the others had, and
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taking refuge in the citadel defended themselves
there. A few Macedomans, however, broke in with
them, whereupon they, turning to bay and formmg
a solid mass, drove out some of the attackers, and
slew some twenty-five of them while they attempted
to withdraw. Meanwhile Alexander ordered ladders
on all sides to be placed against the citadel, and the
wall to be undexmmed. And when a tower, being
undermined, fell, and part of the wall between the
towers being breached made the citadel easier of
assault on that side, Alexander first mounted the
wall and all could see him holding it. Observing
him, the rest of the Macedonians, feeling ashamed,
mounted, one here, and one there. And by ths
time the citadel was in their hands, and of the
Indians some set fire to their houses, and being
captured mn them, were put to death, but most of
them pernshed fighting. Up to five thousand m
all fell, but owing to their brave defence only a few
were captured ahve.

VIIIL. Alexander remained there one day and
rested his army, and on the next day began his
advance against the remaining Mallians. He found
the cities deserted, but learned that the inhabitants
had fled into the desert. There again he rested his
army one day, and for the next day sent Peitho and
Demetrius the cavalry commander back to the river,
with the troops they had been in command of, giving
them besides these such companies of foot-soldiers
as were enough for their enterprise. Alexander
commanded them to go along the river bank, and if
they should come across any of those who had fled
for refuge to the woods, of which there was abun-
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dance along the river bank, to put them to death,
except such as voluntarily surrendered. Peitho’s
and Demetiius’ troops did, in fact, find large numbers
m the woods, and put them to death.

Alexander himself, however, marched agamnst the
greatest city of the Malhans, whither it was 1eported
to him many had fled out of the other aties
But even this city the Indians deserted when they
learnt of Alexander’s approach; and crossing the
Hydraotes they stood their ground, drawn up m
order, on the banks, smce these were of a good
height, with the idea of preventing Alexander from
crossing. As soon as he heard that, he took all the
cavalry which he had with him and marched towards
the Hydraotes, where 1t was reported that the
Mallians were marshalled; the infantry was ordered
to follow. And when he reached the river and saw
the enemy in battle order on the far side, without
any hesitation he plunged from the road into the
ford with the cavalry only. The enemy, seeing
Alexander already in midstream, retwed from the
bank rapidly, but in good order, Alexander following
on with only his cavalry. But when the Indians
saw he had cavalry only, they turned about and
made a vigorous resistance, in number about fifty
thousand. Alexander, seeing their infantry forma-
tion solid, and with his own mfantry not yet on the
field, kept circhng round and making charges, but
without coming to close quarters with the Indians.
By this time the Agrianes and other companies of
the hght troops had joined him; these were picked
troops which he had in his own force; and also the
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archers. Not far off the main body of the infantry
was visible. The Indians, then, with all these terrors
converging upon them, turned, and now in full fight,
made for a fortified city near by. Alexander,
however, following close upon them slew large
numbers, and when the fugitives had been received
mto the city, he first, marching on, threw his cavalry
in a circle round the aity, and when his infantry came
up, for this day he encamped all round the wall,
since he had not much dayhght left for the attack,
and his army, the infantry from thewr long march,
the cavalry from their close pursuit, and all especially
from the crossing of the river, were much distressed

IX. The next day Alexander divided his army,
and taking the command of one part himself, began
his attack on the wall. The other part he handed
over to Perdiccas. Meanwhile the Indians did not
await the attack of the Macedonians, but deserted
the walls of the city, and themselves fled together
to the citadel. Alexander, however, and his troops
tore down a small gate and penetrated into the aty
far in advance of the rest. But those under Per-
diccas’ command fell behind, having difficulty in
getting over the wall; and most of them carried
no ladders, since they thought the city had actually
been captured, when they saw the walls bereft of
their defenders. When, however, 1t was obvious
that the citadel was in the enemy’s hands, and in
front of it were seen many defenders drawn up to
fight from thence, some at once began undermining
the wall, others set ladders wherever opportunity
offered and tried to force a way mto the ctadel.
But Alexander, thinking that the Macedomans who
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were bungmg the ladders were malmgeing, seized
a ladder from one of those who bore them, and him-
self set it up agamst the wall, and gathenng himself
well under his shield mounted up; and next Peu-
cestas, carrying the sacred shield, which Alexander
had taken from the temple of Athena of Illum and
always kept by him, and which was cairied before
hmm in battle; and then Leonnatus, the officer of
the bodyguard, chmbed up; and by another ladder
Abreas, one of the Distinguished Service Order.l
By this time the King was by the battlement of the
wall, and leaning his shield against it pushed some
of the Indians within the wall, others there and then
he slew with his sword, and so stripped that part of
wall bare of defenders; but the bodyguaids, becom-
ing nervous for their King, hurriedly making thewr
way up the same ladder broke it, so that those already
mounting fell down, and prevented the rest from
ascending.

But Alexander, standing as he was upon the wall,
was shot at all round from the neighbouring towers;
for none of the Indians dared to approach him,
and also from those in the aty, these indeed beng
within short range, for at this pont there was a
mound near the wall. Alexander was indeed most
conspicuous, both by the splendour of his arms and
by his miraculous courage; and he felt that by
remaining where he was he would run a very great
risk and yet do no achievement worthy of note;
but that if he leapt down within the wall he might

1 Lterally, one on double pay (for services on the field)
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perhaps by this very action frighten the Indians,
while 1if he must be endangered, he might die not
ignobly, after doing great deeds, worthy for those
that came after to hear of. With this thought he
leapt down from the wall and into the citadel.
There taking firm stand by the wall, he smote with
his swoid and slew some who came to grips with him,
and even the Indians’ commander-in-chief, who came
very boldly to attack him; another as he approached
he checked by hurling a stone, and another in the
same way; but anyone who came within striking
distance he smote again with his sword. The
Indians were no longer ready to approach him; but
keeping at a distance showered missiles upon him
from all sides, whatever anyone had in his hand, or
could lay hus hands upon.

X. Meanwhile Peucestas and Abreas, of the Dis-
tingwshed Service Order, and Leonnatus with them,
the only men who had managed to get on to the wall
before the ladders broke, leapt down also and fought
to defend their King. Abreas indeed fell there, shot
with an arrow in the face; and Alexander himself
also was struck, right through the corslet into his
breast over the lung, so that, according to Ptolemy,
breath together with blood shot forth from the
wound. Yet Alexander, as long as the blood was
still warm, kept defending himself; but when a
good deal of blood came forth, in a thick stream, as
would be with the breath, he was overcome by
dizziness and faintness, and fell there where he
stood bending over his shield. Peucestas stood
astride of him as he lay there, and holding up before
him the sacred shield from Ilium, and Leonnatus on
the other side, they two received the showers of
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mssiles while Alexander from loss of blood was near
to famnting. TFor the conduct of the Macedonian
assault had come to a deadlock at this point, since
those who saw Alexander exposed to missiles on the
wall and then leaping inside into the citadel, these,
both through ardour and fear lest their King should
come to harm by this thoughtless daring, broke down
the ladders, and contrived various expedients for
scaling the wall, in this difficulty ; some hammered
pegs mto the wall, which was of clay, and chnging
to these managed with difficulty to clamber up.
others too mounted on their comiades’ shoulders
The first to ascend threw himself down from the wall
into the city, where they saw the King lying ; and all
lamented, and raised thewr battle-cry. And already
a severe battle was raging about the fallen King,
now one, now another of the Macedonians holding
his shield over him, but in t